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Civil War Echoes

‘We'd Kill All
Copperheads’

The Union experienced tumul-
tous times in early 1863 while the
Confederacy armies registered
victories upon victories.

The war was heading toward a
turning point on Pennsylvania soil,
at Gettysburg.

The men of the 78th Regiment
of Pennsylvania Volunteer Infan-
try in Murreesboro, Tenn., at this
time, had no sympathy for those
at home who whimpered for peace.

Rather, these men who saw a
fourth of their army die as the
result of the Battle at Stone River,
were very biiter,

Abram Kipp of Allegheny
Township wrote to his mother
that the feeling among troops
was that killing was too good
for the Copperheads, those in the
North who sympathized with the

South,

The impending draft undoubted-
ly would catch many of the Cop-
perheads and the soldiers were
glad.
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In March of 1863, Pvt. Kipp
wrote from Murfreesboro, where
the 78th was provost guard while
the army lay recuperating be-
tween the battles of Stone River
and Chickamauga on the way to
Chattanooga.

On March 14, Kipp wrote:
“All the troops are lying out in
camp. A great many of them are
dying. There is a large field at
the edge of town where they bury
most of them. It is almost full,

“What do the Copperheads
think of the draft? I guess they
found out the soldiers in the
tield didn’t back them up like
they expected, If some of them
were to come out to the Army
of the Cumberiand, the soldiers
would give them a grave in
Tennessee,

“It would make your blood run
cold to hear the soldiers speak
their sentiments about the Demo-
cratc of the North, And I can’t
blame them. I back them up all
I can. They want peacé. If we
stopped it, now there would be a
Southern Confederacy.

“I loox at it this way. The best
men in the country are in the
field and if they agree to give it
up then 1 will be willing to stop.
But on no other conditions.

“I would like if some of them
men would have been on the bat-
tlefield of Stone River for only
two days. 1 think they would alter
their opinion. The soldier is the
one who should complain,

“While we were in the field
for eight days, mosi of us didn't
even have overcoats, It rained
almost all the time and it was
very cold. At night, we mostly
had to lie flat on the ground fo
keep from being shot.

“To hear the men at home com-
plaining, in their dry homes and
with plenty to eat. . hanging is

The Irrepressible Conflict.
"That's what's the matter."
{Replica of an emblem car-
rieja on stationery of Union
troops).
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too good for them,

“They cry for peace because
they have to pay taxes.”
Gardens Watched -

Notes from the letter of March
17 caid that the weather was beau-
tiful and some of the Rebels (resi-
dents) were starting to make
garden. “l suppose the soldiers
will get the benefit of it,”" he said.

Rev. Richard Christy, the
Catholic chaplain went home
sick to recuperate. The troops
started attending services in a
Negro church across the street
from their quarters in a build-
ing in Murfreesboro,

He said, “From what we can
hear, the people of Westmoreland
and Butler counties are arming
themselves and taking to the
woods to save themselves from the
draft.

“It would do me good to hunt
such boys as that. It is reported
here the Rebs have evacuated
Vicksburg and if it is so we will
he apt to have some hard fighting
here to keep them back but our
army is in pretty good condition
at present and all in preity good
spirits. When you hear from the
Army of the Cumberland, you can
expect to hear something good.”
No Furloughs

In the letter of April 1, Pwt.
Kipp dismissed talk his mother
had heard that he might get a
furlough. He said that the men
were needed there and he didn’t
hardly think that any of the men
would get furloughs.

“I don’t see how the troops
on the Potomac can get fur-
loughs whenever they want
them. It ain’'t the case here,”
he wrote,

By April 5, when another letter
was received from Abram Kipp,



the troops were really burned up
aigqqut the northerners who would
giye up the war. 7 ‘

He t-'ked about the prospects of
the draft. He wrote:
‘Pennsylvania has furnished
plenty of men and probably won’t
have a draft. That doesn’t suit my
style at all for T would like to
see a large number of the Copper-
heads drafted and sent out, even -
if they wouldn't use them, to keep
them from preaching ‘secesh’ doe-
trine at home.

‘T would like if the soldiers
in the field had the say-so for
about two months, If there
wouldn't be some graves of
traitors in the North, I don't
know znything,

‘Mother, you nor any person
else has the least idea' of the
soldiers’ feelings in the army at
the present, 1 ain't only speaking
of our regiment; . am speaking
of the Army of the Cumberland,

Fetrrent Desires

‘Every regiment wants to go
home to fight the Copperheads. [
never saw the like,

‘The soldiers are determined to
guv on with the war until the
Rebels are whipped into the Union.
And then, they say they won't ask
any leave or anything else but
lick the traitors at home,

‘Mother, you haven't had the
chance there to see how the people
at home have used the soldiers
in the field but the soldiers in the
field can see and it makes their
blood boil to read some of their
speeches and of their (the Copper-
heads) meetings.

‘l have seen letters sent to
some of our company, telling
them to desert and come home
and they would protect them.
But, if they didn’t get back
some good letters, I don't know
anything about it.

'If the President would let one
regiment go home, I do believe
they would kill every traitor in
Pennsylvania. If they wouldn’t, it
would be because they couldn't
find them.” :

(Tomorrow: A Mother Chides
Her Son), ‘
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- Admonished
Yank Adamant

Mrs. Eliza Bawn of Allegheny
Township wrote to her son, Pwt.
Abram Kipp, to admonish him for
his bitter feeling about the Cop-
yJerheads or Southern sympathiz-
¢rs in the North,

i youw'll remember, Pvt, Kipp
said that it was a general feeling
among soldiers that they could
kill these Copperheads if they
were. permitted to come home for
twa months,

Some of the things Kipp wrote

from Murfreesboro ‘lenn., in early
1863 must have sounded ~un-Chris-
tian to his mother,

But, she didn’t kuu.' hir any-
more, really, He secanie a train-
ed killer, embittered by hard-
ships, jus® as the other 219 Alle-
Kiski Voiley mea whe volunteer-
ed to fight with the 78th Regi-
‘ment early in the war,

They wei2 serious when they
said that they could kill all those
in the North who wanted to quit
the war and let the South form
an indeperdent state, Unbelieve-
able Lardships had changed these
men. .

Mrs. Bawn found out later that

. he was most serious, After her

letter of admonition, her son wrote
back:

“Well, my dear Mother, you
want to know why I talk so hard
about the Copperheads, Mother, if
I could only tatk face to face with
you, I could satisfy you that I am
doing right.

Expresses Feelings

“I have kad a dear brother
killed in- this unholy war and
then to think that the Copper-
head will encourage the Rebels
te carry on the war, which
might cause myself to fall —
or Walter (his other brother)—
on their account.

“I could kill the last one of
them and think I was doing no
sin.

“You th'nk I am wicked for
this, but if I could only talk to
you on this subject, I know 1
could convince you I' am right. If
Walter or myself should fall, you
have no person to blame for it
but the Copperheads for if they
had been quiet, the Rebels would

“of given it up before this. This I

know to be a fact.

“No person kncws what encour-
agement they have give. the
Rebels but the soldiers in the

“field and I am oae of them. If

I live to return home, which J
hop: 1 wil! and all of my friend
ti-diers with me, they are the
only true friends T know I ean
trust.

“Now, I hope you won't think
I am so wicked when you read
this letter and study over it.”

He went on to say George Tay-
lor had a strained leg but Dan
Siwarer, Johnson Reed and John
Boyle were in good health.

Firother Walter, with the Army

ol the Potomac, was to be dis-.

charged soon and his wnother fear-
ed that he would be drafted. Pvt.
Kipp consoled her and said that
he didn’t thifik veterans would be
drafted so quickly.

“When I think of Walter get-
ting home so soon, it encour-
ages me,” he said.

On April 7, 1863, Pvt. Kipp
wrote that Dan Shearer was de-
tailed to wait on the sick in the
regimental hospital. He was chos-
en for this duty because he was
terribly rundown.

Pvt. Kipp paid Shearer a tribute
when he said, “Dan was one of as
good a soldier as was in the com-
pany, I must say Ran is a good
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soldier and deserves something
good.

At this time, the regiment again
was serving on picket duty along
the front toward Chattancoga. It
was the normal duty, lying out in’
the elements with little to eat.

Speaking about a two . hour

downpour while the men were
on picket duty, Kipp said, “And
just to see the boys stand around
in all shapes and the rain beat-
ing down on them. But, we bore )

it all without a murmur and 1
didn’t hear one of the men say,

‘l want peace,’ like the men at

home,

Col. Sirwell, who headed the
regiment since it was mustered at
Kittanning, became hrigade com-
mander and Lt Col. Archibald
3lakely became commander of the
reziment, :

Kipp told about a John Hagens
from Butler County who was killed
in an accident. He hitched a ridé
on a train. When the train staried,
there was such a jerk that Hagens
was thrown off and run over,

A Horatio Harris from §1j go
diec on April 4 in a hospital, Kipp
saic. He was married to a Jack-
son girl.

The regimental history must
have been wrong or Pvt, Kipp
mistook Hagens for Harris. The
history says that Harris was killed
in an accident at Dechered Sta
tion, Tenn., on April 4, 1863.

Kipp said that a battle was ex-
pected scon. The troops were
guarding the railroad, which led
to Chattanooga, and were on pick-
et duty every day.

Kipp's mother had told him
about a Union meeting to be held
at Shearersburg, He wanted to
know all about it.

Speaking again abou: 'the Cop



perheads and a little more op-
timistically about his own chances
of coming home safe, Kipp said,
“I hope the time will soon come
when the soldiers can go home
and then 1 want the Copperheads
to keep their distance from me.”

In late April, the regiment en-

camped a mile south of Mur-
freesboro in the countryside,
Kipp wrote that he was pleased
with the duty in the beautiful
countryside.

There was one haunting draw-
back that he wrote about:

“We have a very nice country
to picket in but there is a great
smel! for there are a great
many dead horses lying around

there since the battle,

“But it is very hard to turn a
soldier’s stomach when we are on
picket,

Meat Eaten Raw

“We ain't allowed any fire sc we
have to eat our meat raw if it
was not cooked befure going out,
which is very seldom. But, I have
gotten so that I can eat the very
fatest meat raw and he glad to
get it."”

CASUALTIES — Pvt. Horation
Harris, killed accidentaily at
Decherd, Tenn., April 4, 1863, and
Pvt. Conrad Hipman, died at
Nashville on May I '

Monday: Preparing for the
Chattanooga Campai

COL. WILLIAM SIRWELL
Promoted to Brigade Commander
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Civil War Echoes

Troops Score
‘Slackers’

In the spring of 1863, the men
of the 78th Regiment of Pennsyl-
vania Volunteer Infantry were
very discouraged, as well they
might be.

They participated in a winning
battle at Stone River, Temn., and
were getting set to move on toward
Tullahoma, in a direct line with
Chattanooga, the rail hub of the
" South,

They wanted to continue the
war and felt that the Union would
be victorious.

The troops were divided on per-
- mitting Negroes from the North
to serve in the Union army and
they were happy that the draft
law was amended to stop the old
procedure of permitting those with
$300 to dodge the draft by paying
the amount to someone who would
volunteer to serve in their place.

These things did not sit well
with many in the North.

These are some of the gleanings
from the letters of Pvt. Abram
Kipp of Allegheny Township to his
mother, Mrs, Eliza Bawn, during
this crisis in the history of a
young nation.

Many Quitters

And, it was a serious crisis for
there were almost enough in the
North who wanted to quit the
fight and there were many who
wouldn’t serve in the army unless
they were forced to.

Writing from Murfreesboro,
Tenn., where the 78th was on
picket duty at the time, Pvt. Kipp
wrote:

“There is great talk here in the
army about the raising of Negro
soldiers. It.is ail the talk.

“Some say they (soldiers) will
leave the army amd some say it
is all right. This is hurting our
army very much. What shall we
do?

3 .

“This army is made up of men

just like myself. They haven't
any property at home and the
men at home who have property
won’t volunteer, If the govern.
ment goes to drafi, they will
rebell,

“We volunteered t- come out
here to save the country, calculat-
ing the northern states are loyal
to the Union. But it is plain to
see they would rather see the

_southern Confederacy acknowledg-

ed than to gc out themselves or
to leave their sons go.
For Arming Negroes

“] know and every person
knows that we haven't enough
men in the field to crush out this
war and if there aren’t enough
loyal men in the North to put
down this war, I think it nothing
more than right fo arm the
Negroes and send them along the
coast.

“They (some people back home)
are opposing us the worst kind of
way. They will talk about them
ornery men out there fighting
themselves on an equal with: the
Negroes.

“Will we lay down our arms
and leave the Rebels invade the
North and abuse om loyal
friends, sisters and mothers and
bmthers? On their account, no.
We will try to whip them with
what men we have and if we
can use the Negroes, I say it is
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no disgrace for the country is

already disgraced.

“They call this the Lincoln
Negro War. Why don’t they come
ont and we wouldn't need Negroes.

“1 think we will be the conquer-
ors. There are a good many men
here and they haven't any prop-
erty and they think if the wealthy
people at home don't care, they
needn’t. But if we did want to
quit, how would it turn out?

“We would be shot like dogs.
This is all true, ™e have 18
months more to stay but I don’t’
think it will last that long for
the people in the North will cry
out for peace as they have al-
ready done, .

“If they would shut their mouths
and say nothing, it would be a
good thing if it wsn't that the in-
nocent people would suffer.
Invasion Lesson

“Tt would do me good to see the
Rebel army invading the North.
I think their sentiments would
change fast. I do hope this will
be over soon.

“I can tell some of them some
tkings they won’t want to hear if
the Rebels are and have to be
acknowledged. I am sorry for
some of them men when the
soldiers get home. . \And to lose
the country on their (the men back
home's) account, some of them
will have to pay for it.”

Later on, Pvt, Kipp said how
he feit it was only right that
the $300 Act was abolished, This
permitied a person to buy his
way out of the service, It was
repealed in favor of straight
conscription.

“Rich and poor have to ga now,”

Pvt. Kipp wrote agreeably.
Good News Y

“It does the soldiers more good
to hear of that here than if we had



gained a victory.”

He said that most of the regi-
ments, originally 1,000 men, are
down to 300 and 400 men and re-
placements are needed very badly,

He continued:

“It is the rich that kas some-
thing to fight for.

“If we don’t get more men
inside of twg months, we will
have to acknowledge the South-
ern Confederacy for they have
conscripted everything in the
South, They made them (men)
fight and we never fight the
Rebels but what they have the
most men and why is jt?”

{This apparently was an exag-
geration that was common be-
cause the confederate force usual-

ly was overestimated for gener-
als.)

“Because they have every man
that is fit for a soldier ang why
can't we do so and put it (the
rebellion) down?"

Speaking about the unwiiling
draftees, Pvt, Kipp said that
they would have to fight or be
killed by the old troops.

“Some of them may as well
come out here and be killed as
to stay at home and get killed
by some of the soldiers when they
get home for talking such talk,

You may think this is only talk
but if you would hear the soldiers
express their opinion about them,
you would be satisfied,”

Pvt, Kipp expressed surprise
abcut the Union army losing so
many battles. He said that the
Army of the Cumberland fared
bettar,

Mo placed he blame on the
general;, sayiug that he fel: the
generals were more concerned

about advancement ang prestige

than with winning the war,

He spoke of hearing of the rough
going for the Army of the Potomac
in its march toward Richmond,
the Confeder=ie capital, The nine.
month men, including hig brother,
Walter, were kept in 60 days long-
er.

Pvt. Kipp said that he felt the
army in Tennessee was waiting to

- 8ee what would be done along the

Potomac before advancing.

He also said that a Jot depended
on - Grant’s campaign af Vicks-
burg, It wag expected that worg
of a Vicksburg victory would come
s00n. There was hope that Grant’s
forces then would re-inforce the
Army of the Cumberland,

It was apparent, it was writien
in the regimental history, that
the victory at Vicksburg was nei
as important as at firsg thought.

After the Vicksburg victory,
Grant’s forces dig come into Ten-
nessee to move against what was
the more important target, the
Chattanoogy rajl hub. It was fel
that rail travel rather than river
travel, controlied »t Vickshurg,
Was more important tg the Rebels,

It was written afterward that jf
Chattanooga had been taken first,
Vicksburg probably would haye
been evacuated without the great
Union effort put out there,

LOSSES — Reuben A. Hasled(,
discharged on surgeon's certificate
on JTune 2, 1863; Py, Robert R,
Garrison, discharged an certificate
on June 3; “vt, John Darin, dis-
charged op certificate on June 6;
Pvt, Turney Henry, discharged on
certificate on June 22; Pt. James
MeCain, discharged on certificate
o June 23,

(Tuesday: On To Tullakoina)
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Troops Cheered
By Gettysburg

Word of the Union victory in
the Battle of Gettysburg on July
3, 1863, was well received by the
18th Regiment of Pennsylvania
Volunteers in southern Tennessee.

Pvt. Abram Kipp, writing to
his mother, Mrs. Eliza Bawn,
Allegheny Township, said in &
letter of July 14:

“I tell you mother, 1 do think
this rebellion now depends all
together on that great battle in
Pennsylvania. We can drive
them (Rebels) here and Grant
has shown his duty (at Vicks-
burg) so I do sincerely believe
the war will soon go down,

“If Lee is whipped bad in Penn-
sylvania, which I hope they will,
we have had some good news from
Pennsylvania. But we can’t cheer
for it till we hear more particulars
about it.

“As you know we get some big
.news always when there is a
battle going on.”

# k3

And a battle was going on at
the front where the 78th was in
Tennessee,

The Unjon forces under Gen.
Rosecrans had been resting after
the Battle of Stone River. The
Confederate forces under Gen.
Bragg pulled back toward Chat-
tanooga, the rail hub, and set up
a supply depot at Tullahoma.

On June 21, Col. William Sir-
well assumed command of the
brigade and Lt Col. Blakeley
became commander of the 7sth.

On the 24th, the campaign
against Tullahoma began.

It was won with the loss of less
than 100 men killed and less than
500 wounded. The skirmishes were
mostly between opposing cav-
alries,

In the end, the Union Forces
succeeded in flanking the Con-
federate forces on both sides,
The territory that the Rebels
had so meticulously fortified had
to be evacvated because they
could not fight the Union army

from anywhere but head - on at
this point,

The Rebels retreated from
Liberty Gap and then Hoover
Gap.

Hardest Marches

There were long, hard marches
in the wettest weather that the
78th had seen, Lt. g, Blakely
wrote, “The Tullahoma Campaign
really gave ug the hardest march.
ing in our military  experience,
The mud was deep ‘and tough.”

Because the roads were so
muddy, the troops had to move
through the woods along the
roads, which became quagmires,
Separate paths had to be cut
through the woods for the artillery
pieces.

The flanking movement was
highly successful and it was
written that Gen. Bragg’s army
could have been wiped out had
the weather not been so bad
that the Union army couldn’t
take advantage of iis strategic
victory,

The Union forceg took approxi-
mately 2,000 Rebel prisoners and
captured eight pieces of field ar-
tillery and three rifled siege guns.
Many supplies were captured, also,
Halt at Mountains '

The Union army advanced to the
base of the Cumberland Mountains
and halted there to make prepara-
tions for the campaign south of
the Tennessee River.

The Union force now had posses-
sion of a region extending from
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Murfeesboro to Bridgeport, Ala,

Lets get filled in on the move-
ments of the 78th during this
time from the letter’s of Pvt.
Kipp.

On July 18, 1863, he wrote from
the foot of the Cumberland Moun-
tains;

“The army moved from Mufrees-
boro on the 24th of June and was
on the road to the 8th of July, when
the army had to stop to get sup-
plies and fix the railroad so we can
get grub,

“The troops fought slightly all
along the road but our brigade was
neot in any of it.

"“The Rebels had intended mak-
ing a strong stand and could of
made a good stand if we would of
had to fight them from the front.
They were fortified in that posi-.
tion. But old Rosecrans flanked
them and when they found out
they were flanked, they evacuated
the place,

“And then Rosecrans tried to out-
flank them at the foot of the moun-
tains but, the roads being so bad,
he failed in doing so and the Reb.
els got to the mountains, But, they
left some of their artillery at the
foot of the mountains.

“We are now lying at the foot
of the mountain. When the Reb-
els retreated, they cut timber in
the roads so that it will be im.
possible for us to advance fast
from here. The Rebels have
crossed the Tennessee River and
burned the bridge behind them,”

He described the march in the
mud. By this time, though, the
soldiers had oil cloth blankets to
protect them, Pvt. Kipp was ill
and remained behind at first but
caught up with his regiment at
the foot of the mountains.
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Civil War Echoes

Out-flanking
_Chattanooga

With Gettysburg and Vicksburg
victories won by other armies and
the tide of the war turning, the
78th Regiment of Pennsylvania
Volunteer Infantry was moving on
to Chattanooga, the rail hub of
the South.

After the victory at Stone River
by the Army of the Cumberland,
of which the 78th was a part,
there was a lapse from January,
1863, to July, when Tullahoma, the
fortified depot before Chattanooga,
was outflanked and evacuated by
the Rebels,

Chattanooga lay ahead and the
Confederate army under Gen,
Bragg rétreated there in great
haste through the mountains.
Mountain warfare was tougher
and Union forces had a hard time
following bzcause the Rebels cu:
timber across access roads and
Chattanooga was well fortified

__from this approach.

So, the Union’s Gen. Rose-
crans sent a part of his army,
including the 78th and the more
than 200 men from the Afle-
Kiski Valley, south in a great
flanking movement,

* ¥ %

On Aug. 16, the troops left
Decherd Station, Tenn., and
marched five miles south to Crow
Creek, crossed the creek and
marched five miles farther the
next day. On the 18th, they march-
ed 16 miles in the summer heat.

However, on the 19th, they
camped in Crow Creek Valley in

Alabama and established a very
comfortable camp, called Camp
Cave Springs, in the beautiful
creek valley. They stayed there
until Sept. 1.
Makeshift Bridges

When they left the valley, they
crossed the Tennessee River on a
pontcon bridge and headed three
miles south.

By Sept. 3, they had reached

the Summit of Sand Mountain or
Raccoon Mountain. Across an-im-
passable ravine, Company C in 10
hours built a bridge 160 feet long
and 35 feet high so that the 14th
corps could cross.

If we look at a map, we can
see how this flanking mission
was working out,

By going south through Ala.
bama, crossing the Lookout Moun-
tains into Georgia and coming up
Chickamauga Valley to the Ten.
hessee border again, the Rebels
in Chattanooga would be outflank-
ed

Apprehensions About Dust

The 78th reached Lookout Mills
on Sept. 5 and reached the summit
of Lookout Mountain on Sept. 9.

From the summit, the Union
forces could see for many miles.
They could see the dust of Rebel
troop movements. Something
was underfoot, but what was ji?
There was a retreating Rebel
army but where was it retreat.
ing and more important, why?

* & ¥

Let's back up and think along
with-Gen. Rosecrang as he survey-
ed the Chattanooga stronghold.

Taking it with a frontal attack
through the mountains was impos-
sible. Jefferson Davis, the Con-
federacy president, had said, “Let
the fool beat his head against the
granite rocks of Chattanooga.”

Gen. Crittenden’s force wag sent
toward Chattancoga to the Se-
quatchee River. They built boats
in sight of the Rebel army to give
the impression that a frontal as-
sault via the river would begin.
The Confederates under Gen.
Bragg got ready.

Gen. McCook’s corps and Gen.
Thomas Corps, including the
78th, sneaked south through the
mountains for the down-and-
under eampaign through the
Chickamauga Valley,
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By the time Thomas corps was
on the summit of Lookout Moun-
tain on Sept. 9, word was received
that Bragg’s army was evacuat-
ing Chattancoga,

Union forces were entering the
town. Bragg had observed the
flank movement but he recognized
that his army was net large
enough to stay in Chattanooga.

The impression was that a
great victory had been gained,
but it was the most critical time
in the history of the campaign.
Up to this point, the commander
of the Confederate forces had
been out-generalled,

¥ Gen. Rosecratz had recalled
his forces and gathered the three
corps in Chattancoga to defend it,
there wouldn’t have been a Chick.
amauga battle, Gen. Thomas was
said to have urged this action. He
felt that the Chattancoga victory
should be made secure. :

Strategic Retreat

But, Gen. Rosecrans thought
that Gen. Bragg really was re-
treating. He wasn't, though, He
was making a strategic retreat
with a small force and wag suc. -
ceeding in his purpose for the
Union now was not going to con-
centrate in Chattanooga,

Bragg felt that he could gain
a tactical vietory and éase back
into Chattanooga as easily as he
left, after defeating the widely
separated Union forces,

Rosecrans ordered full pursuit
by all three of his forces. From
atop Lookout Mountain, the dust
of the Rebel maneuvers in the dis-
tance brought great apprehension. -

Cpe corps was in Chattanooga,
another under McCook down the
vailey 20 miles and another corps
24 miles farther down. :

The Rebel strategy was to af-
tack and destroy one corps be-
fore the other two could help.
Bragg had re-enforcements now



from other parts of the South.
He simply had retreated behind
the Pigeon Mountains to await
arrival of these re-enforcements,

* Xk x

Let's trace the letters of Pvi.
Abram Kipp of Allegheny Town-
ship through this march leading
up to Chickamauga.

Writing from Decherd Station,
Tenn,, he told his mother not to
send any more cotton socks for
him. “We can wear them out in
our coarse shoes in one day’s
march,” he said.

Writing from Crow Valley, Ala.,

at Camp Cave Springs, on Aug,’

23, 1863, he said:

“We have had another march.
It was as hard a march as I
ever made. The march lasied.
only three days but it was all on
mountain roads and I never
saw the weather as hot as it
was,

“Our supply trains broke down
coming over the mountains. We
had our knapsacks to carry and
we sweated 5o much that ounr
backs where the knapsacks laid
Wwere as raw as pieces of beef. T
saw a good many of our boys falt
out of ranks because of the heat.
Dusty Road .

“The road was very dusty and
S0 many men marching along
made it raise like a fog. Some-
times, T couldn’t see the man in
front of me.”

There were 10 men sent home
from the regiment to bring out
enough drafted men to fill up the
regiment at th's time.

Writing from the pleasant sur-
roundings in Crow Valley, Kipp
said:

“We are lying in a valley with

a large mountain on both sides. -

But we have very good water
here, which is a nice thing for us
for when we were on the march
we suffered a good deal for the
vant of water. I tell you I often
think of the good water at home
when I am on a march,

“We often march till late at
night and then have to go and
hunt water and make some cof-
fee. And, at daylight, the drums
would beat to get ready to march
again and a great many of the
boys wouldn't get a bhite fo eat
and have to march hard al] day.
I tell you — soldiering is hard.”

Kipp told about receiving a let.
ter from his brother, Walter, who
was home on a furlough from the
Army of the Potomac, fighting be-
tween Washington and Richmond.

He told about the crops on farms
in Alabama looking good,

“The corn is splendid but the
Yankees are taking all of it and
burning all the rails, I tell you
We ain’t going to leave the
Rebels much affer we. get
through this time."

He said that the feeling of the
troops was that they would not be
stopped at Chattanooga and would
march right on into Georgia.

“Well, I would fike it if gur
drafted men were here for the
long march,” he said.

A letter of Aug. 27 was the last
received until Oct. 12, Pot, Kipp's
letters stopped during the 'm - s ¢
critical periods in the campaign,

We've drawn on accounts in the
regimental history to bring us to
the summit of Lookout Mountain,
ready for the descent into the
Chickamauga Valley for the battle
to re-occupy Chattancoga,

(Tomorrow: The Running Bat-
.tle of Chickamauga.)
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: )Running Battle
AtChickamauga

Yesterday, we left the Union
army in dire straits in the battle
for Chattanooga.

Gen. Rosecrans had split his
Union army into three corps to
outflank the strongly fortified
town,

Two went south, then east over
Lookout Mountain and Missionary
Ridge and were going to go north
again up Chickamauga Valley to
attack from the south.

This was in early September,
1ss§. By the 1ith, however, Gen.
Bragg withdrew his Confederate
army “from Chattanooga and
withdrew behind the Pigeon
Mountains to await re-enforce.
ments, —

Instead of occupying Chattanoo-
ga, Gen. Rosecrans ordered full
pursuit of the Rebels and he was
tricked into a pursuit that might
have been disastrous. Bragg in-
tended to attack the widely separ-
ated Union corps, destroy them
before they could be helped and
re-occupy Chattanooga, The corps
of Gen. Crittenden, nearer Chat-
tanooga, was 20 miles from Gen.
Thomas and Thomas was 20 miles
from McCook.
¥ & 4

During this campaign, Pvt.
Abram Kipp of Allegheny Town-
ship, whose letters are supple-
menting written history in this ser-
ies of articles, did not send letters
to his mother. They were on long,
circuitous marches and probably
didn’t have outgoing mail or it
may have been captured.

History books, however, give a
long and detailed account of the
battle, It was one of the greatest
in the Civil War.

The 78th Regiment of Pennsyl-
vania Volunteers, including the
more than 200 men from the
Alle-Kiski Valley, were in this
battle but didn’t come under
much fire, There is though, a

monument to the 78th in Chicka-
mauga Valley in the national
park there,

The regiment was ysed primari.
ly in reserve and the battle

shifted down the creek valley

to the left of the 78th for the most
part in an unexpected turn of
events,

* k&

There are pages and pages of
history that tell about the prepara-
tions for the fighting of the Battle
of Chickamauga,

We will try to condense it so
that our readers can understand
how and -under what circum-
stances the leiters of Pvt, Kipp
resume in Chattanooga,

Gen. Rosecrans was successful in
concentrating his separated Union
forces. This was accomplished from
Sept. 11 to 27 under the wary eyes
of Rebel re-enforcements. But,
Gen. Bragg wasn’t sure what the

Union arm was up to and he did--

n't know how strong it was. As it
was, the separated corps could
have been defeated.

The twoday battle started. on
Sept. 19 at Gordon's Mills. Gen.
Bragg was going to try an end
run around the left of the Union
line, which was strung out on

ridges along the west bank of

the Chickamauga Creek.

In this way, he would have
his army between the Union

Army and Chattanooga, which -

he really wanted to re-occupy.
But, Gen. Rosecrans wanted to
occupy Chattanooga, too, and in
concentrating his widely separ-
ated corps had them move in
the direction of the city.

During the night of the 18th,
Rosecrans had Gen. George
Thomas’ corps move under the
cover of night to occupy a new
position farther down the valley,
He wasn’t going to let Bragg turn
the left of his line. Bragg didn't

]
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know this and when he attacked
on the morning of the 15th, Gen.
Thomas’ troops opened fire two
miles farther down stream
expected. '
Running Battie

Thus, the onslaught on the end
position wound up being a charge
into the center of the Union army.
The slaughter was great on both
sides, ' ;

On Sept. 20, the second day of
the battle, the Union army’'s line
was cracked by the Confederate
forces. The Rebels were fighting
desperately for Chattancoga was
the last stop before Georgia and
to cut through Georgia, which was
ultimately done, would be to cut
the Confederacy .in lLalf. .

This is the day that Gen. Thom-
as distinguished himself, -0

The 78th Regiment was behind
fortifications when it was ordered
to .the left onto foothills tq sup-
port Gen. Thomas’ troops. Gen.
Negley's order was to move his
troops and his place was to be
taken behind the fortifications by
others,

The othets did not come im.
mediately to relieve. When Gen:
Negley received another utgent-
call from Gen. Thomas for his
assistance, he moved the 78th
in support of Thomas,

Col. Blakely said that in march-
ing from the first to the second
position, “I saw the enemy break
through the line we had held in
the morning, and this enabled him
to cut off the right wing of our
army, which produced the great
disaster of the day. The 78th went —
to the support of a battery on- the
foothills. Before long, the batile
swept before them, and on to the
left,’

Lt. Col. Blakeley said that he
could see no Union troops, went
to the rear to locate Indiana and
Ohio companies, could not find



them, returned, found the Rebels
closing in, ordered the men back

and ran into Gen. Negley, who .

posted the men in a ravine.

< From cover, the Regiment could
see Rebels advancing in a field
below. Although Maj. Bonnaffon
wanted to attack, Lt. Col. Blake-

i ly, said it was useless for the

Regiment was without support.

The regiment was by-passed by
the battle now sweeping fo the
left down the valley.

A staff officer of Gen. Thomas
appeared on a horse on the hill-
side at this time, saw that the
right wing was lost and directed
the regiment down the hollow,

Writing in his official report,
Col. Archibald Blakely, then
ecommanding the 78th Regiment,
said that the regiment -could see
the battle “wheeling down the
valley” to its left from a vantage
point in reserve on the ridges
of the valley.”

The AHe - Kiski Valley troops
saw hundreds of broken men, hors-
es and artillery pieces in the val-
ley below. Much of the battle was
_hidden by trees but the destruc-
tion left by the wheeling armies
was something to behold.

En route, the regiment stopped
several disorganized units and
helped reorganize them. In all,
seven batteries and 5,000 unhurt
men were stopped and reorganized
near Rossville in a line of defense
to cover the retreat.

% Xk i

After the Union line was broken
on the 20th, there was great con-
fusion, Gen, Rosecrans felt that
his whole army was in a general
retreat. He saw his troops before
him being swept back. _

From orders in his official re-

_port, it was evident that he didn't
"know what the condition of his
army was. He ordered a retreat.
He sent a dispatch to Gen. Thom-
as to retreat to Rossville “should
he be retiring.” '

- But Gen. Thomas was helding
and actually covering the re-
treat of the Army of the Cum-
berland through Ross’ Gap in
Mission Ridge, in the direc-
tion of Chattanooga.

The Union army was retreating
to Chattanooga. But the Confeder-
ate aim was to have turned the
end of the Union army and itself

re-occupy Chattancoga and its
rail hub.

That immovable end was Gen.
Thomas and his corps. From
that time on, Gen. Thomas was
known as “The Rock of Chicka-

* mauga.”

At 5:30 p.m. on the 20th, Gen.
Thomas ordered withdrawal of his
lines. The advance of Gen.
Bragg’s right wing was checked
easily by the retiring troops.

By midnight of the 2Ist, the
Union army had retired to Chat-
tanooga and had secured a strong
defensive position. The Rebels
swarmed over Lockout Mountain
and Missionary Ridge and could
look down into Chattanooga. Thus,
the Battle of Chickamauga gave

way to the siege of Chattanooga.™-g;

To survey the results of the bat-
tle, we must understand that the
occupation of Chattanooga was the
ultimate aim and the Union army
did this. It was then, a victory
for the Union army.

But it was a battered Union
army that had retreated into Chat-
tanooga and some felt that the
battle, the first on Georgia soil,
was a victory for the Confedera-
cy. :

Charles A. Dana, assistant
secretary of war, according to

. Also, it

his own admission, telegraphed
a message to the War Depart-
ment in Washington. It read,
“Chickamauga is as fatal a
name in our history as Bull
Rin.” .
But, he overlooked that the oc-
cupancy of Chattanooga was the
reason for the battle and the
Union had really won.

It was estimated that each army
had lost 25 per cent of its total
force killed, wounded or missing.
was estimated that
casualities among the troops ac-
tually engaged ran to 33 per cent.
Some Confederate divisions had
casualties ranging from 35 to 52
per cent,

Of the 120,000 fighting on both

, there were about 3,000 to
4,000 killed ~utright and 25,000
wounded or missing, according to
official reports.

J. T. Gibson wrote in the regi-
miental history:

*“The name Chickamauga means
River of Death but nature gave
no hint that morning (Sept. 19,
1863} as to the harvest death
would reap in the valley of Chick-
amauga on that and the following -
day.”

(Tomorrow: The siege of Chat-
tanooga by the Rebels.)
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Civil War Echoes

Under Siege

~In Chattanooga

During the siege of Chattancoga
by the Confederate forces on Look-
out Mountain, the Union army
there learned what it meant to be
really hungry.

That was the admission of
troops in the regimental history.

y had been hungry before but
not as hungry as they were in
Chattancoga from Sept. 25 to Nov.
1, 1863,

In November, Gen. Hooker ar-
rived with a force and opened up
what became known as the
*Cracker Line.”

* ¥ *®

This was the plight of the 78th
Regiment of Pennsylvania Volun-
teer Infantry with Gen. Rosecrans’
forces in Chattanooga: They had
been chased from Georgia soil
down the CHickamauga Valley,
past the points of Missionary
Ridge and Lookout Mountain and
into a town that they had once
passed through to pursue the
Rebels.

Chickamauga was a vietory,
though, But, with the Rebels
perched on the mountains, the
siege was under way. Supply
lines were cut. Big guns, includ-
ing two “84 pounders” were
placed on Lookout Mountiain to
pour shells onto troops around
Chattanooga.

The Union troops kept their spir-
its up, though. Each side wanted
to hide the fact that its troops
were practically starving. I T.
Gibson wrote in the regimental
history that the Rebels claimed
they were starving.

Pickets talked to each other
across Chickamauga Creek, which
flows into the Tennessee River

just north of Chattanooga. He said
that whenever Rebels talked _of
starving there always was a Union
soldier willing to toss over a crack-
er, even though he wanted it very
badly himself.

n. Geoe Thomas
. . . ‘Rock of Chickmauga’
placed in comnyand . . .

The pride of the men was some-
thing to behold even though they
were on one-fourth rations.

They traded coffee for tobac-
¢0, though. Both sides exchanged
newspapers.

Gen. Bragg and his Confed-
erates were trying to take by siege
what they couldn’t take by assault.
Tt was said, however, that the
siege guns didn’t inflict much
damage to the Union troops.

There were two changes of
command in Chattancoga. Wheth-
er they were justified is a ques-
tion that we cannot discuss intel-
ligently.

Gen, James Negley of Pitisburgh
was relieved of his command of
a division on Cct. 11 by Gen. Rose-
crans, and Gen. George Thomas,
the “Rock of Chickamauga,” re-
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placed Gen. Rosecrans as com-
mander of the Army of the Cum-

- berland on Oct. 19.

Col. William Sirwell, former
commander of the 78th and later
a brigade commander, resigned on
Nov. 22 because of illness.

Gen. Negley got and received
a court of inquiry and was
cleared of a charge of cowardice
in battle after the retreat at
Chickamanga.

Later Negley served four terms
in Congress and became a railroad
president.

Gen. Rosecrans, who bowed to
Gen. Thomas’ suggestion not to
retreat after the hard battle on
Dec. 31 at Stone River, had or-
dered full pursuit of the Rebel
army after Chattanooga was evac-
vated. Tt was Thomas who urged
that Chattanovga be made secure
first. Rosecrans didn't listen.

In Washington, it was felt that
the battle of Chickamauga was one
that shouldn’t have been fought.
Gen. Thomas' outspoken opinion at
the start made him look like the
logical new commander.

We must remember that gen-
erals were fired quite often,
even by President Lincoln who
continvally relieved Gen. Me-
Cielland in the Potomac and
then would reinstate him. It
was said that while the first
75,000 troops were massing in
Washingion before Bull Run you
couldn’t throw a stone at a dog
in the street without hitting at
Jeast three brigadier generals.
Gen. Thomas, it is recalled, was
a Scuthern man, whose family dis-
owned him when he fought for the
Union. At first, he wasn’t trusted

to high authority in even the
Union army.

Pvt. Kipp in one letter told
about the charge of cowardice
against Negley. He defended the



general very strongly and said
that he acted according to

orders.

In the regimental history, it was
written: “The soldiers of the 78th
Regiment did not feel they were
in a position to judge of the merits
of the circumstances that led to
Gen. Negley’s being relieved, but
we all felt sorry to part with him.”

There were political reverbera-
tions in Washington -undoubtedly
over the Battle of Chickamauga
in view of the debate about which
side had actually won.

Gen. Grant sent a message to
Gen. Thomas to hold Chatta.
nooga at all cost. Thomas an-
swered, “We will hold the town
until we starve.”

In the next month, the stout
heart of Gen. Thomas was matched
by his men. It was difficult,
though, and men again started
buying dried corn for 25 cents an
ear when they could get it,

Guards had to be placed to make
sure that the men wouldn’t be
tempted to take corn from the
horses as they ate their daily
allotment.

Writing from Chattanooga on
Oct. 18, 1863, Pvt. Abram Kipp told
his mother that the Rebel cavalry
had torn up the railroad at their
rear. “They have possession of
Lookout Mountain (which was
2,200 feet high) and they have a
full view of all our troops. We are

“expecting them to open up on us.

They are fortifying. We can talk
to their pickets when we are in the
picket line but we aren't allowed
to do it.”

A force from Bridgeport, to the
west, under Gen. Hooker suc-
ceeded in floating down the Ten-
nessee River beneath the noses

of the Rebels on the mountains.
A battle ensued and as a result
the Rebels left that part of
Lookout Valley to the west. This
permitted the supply line or
“Cracker Line” to be opened up
and troops and supplies poured
in after Nov, 2.

A letter of Nov. 2 from Pvt.
Kipp tells more about life while
under siege.

“The Rebels still have posses-
sion of Lookout Mountain, The
mountain runs out to the river
and the railroad runs up the
same side so we can't repair the
road till they are driven off,

“They have any amount of artil.
lery on the top of it and they keep
shelling our troops all the time,
The mountain is so high that they
can look down on us all arcund
here. They very often throw shells
very close to our camp but they
hardly ever do much damage.

“How we are to get them off is
moere than I can tell,

“The night before last the
Rebels built a large raft of logs
a few miles up the river and
left it go so it would tear away
our pontoon bridges and it djd.
But our men are trying to re-
build them as fast as they can,
The officers have stopped the
men working on the fortifica-
tions as they couldn’t stand it on
half rations,

“We have been living on one
half pound of hard bread a day and
quarter rations of coffee per day
and we get meat now and then.

This morning, we were issuer e
tween two or three ounce; i
shelled corn for to do ug toess
It is very hard but it is impossiii.
to get supplies here.

“You may see in the papers
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that this army is in good condition
but it -is not the case. I often
think- if T just had what is thrown

‘away at home how well I would be

fixed, .

(Tha government must have
given information to newspaper
to create the impression that the
army in Chattanooga wag in
good shape so that the Rebeis
would not attack yet.)

“I don’t want you to think that
I am disheartened for I ain’t. I
am just giving you to know a little
about things as you always are
wanting to know in your letters
how I get along. It is hard enough
but I ‘expected it before I left
home, '

“When I write such letters as
this to you it only makes you feel
bad and doesn’t help my case a
bit so I would rather not say any-
thing about it.

*“You said you would send me
some things if you thought T would
get them. I am very thankful to
you for the offer but it would be
impossible for me to gef them so
you need not attempt ‘t. Qur cap-
tain told men he saw you on the
Cars coming to town (railroad
cars inte Freeport) and that you
!?oked well and I was glad to hear
i -!! ~

In later letters, Kipp said that he
could stand in his camp and see
Rebel camps all around. “We are
in a pretty critical position. T don’t
think the Rebels can drive us out
of this unless they starve us out.”

LOSSES — Pvt. Jonathon Silvis,
discharged on- surgeon’s certifi-
cate on Sept, 25, 1863, and Pvt,
Abram Stivers, died at Nashville
on Nov. 25, 1863.

Tomorrow: Storming Mission-
tal:y) Ridge and Lookout Moun-
ain




Civil War Echoes

Yanks Storm

The Mounta ins"

On Nov. 24 and 25, 1863, the Un-
ion army held under siege in Chat-
tanooga by Rebel forces on lofty
Lookout Mountain and Missionary
Ridge burst out in a concentrated
effort and stormed the surround-
ing mountains.

After Gen. Hooker opened up
a supply line from west of the Ten-
nessee River around the point of
Lookout Mountain: into Chattanoco-
ga, troops and supplies poured in.

‘The Union army was re-infore-
ed by a victorious army out of
the West, Gens, U. 5. Grant and

William Tecumseh Sherman had

succeeded in cutting the South

in half by capturing Vicksburg,

Miss., the previous July, there-

by controlling the river. Grant

was supreme commander in the

West,

These two distinguished gener-
als came to Chattancoga and aid-
ed Gen. Thomas and the Army of
the Cumberland.

Grant made his headquarters
with Gen. Thomas and the storm-
ing of the mountains was another
stepping stone to his assuming su-
preme command of all Union ar-
mies on March 9, 1864,

Gen, Grant subsequently went to
Washington to accept the com-
mand from President Lincoin and
pushed toward Richmond, Va., the
Confederate capital, with the
Army of the Potomac. Gen, Sher-
man's plan was to take Georgia
and head north toward Richmond
in a pincer movement.

That’s getting a litile ahead of
the story but it is important for .
it was from this jumping off
point at Chattancoga that Sher-
man was able to start his on-
slaught into Georgia.

* % %
Lest we forget, the 78th Regi-

ment from Pennsylvania and the
volunteers from the Alle - Kiski
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. .. Union troops deployed for assault on Lookout Mountain

and Missionary Ridge.

Valley were among the weary
troops of the Army of the Cum-
berland in Chattanooga.

Writing from Chattanooga later
and telling his mother in Alleghe-
ny Township about the battle, Pvt.
Abram Kipp said, “Our brigade
was the lucky brigade. Again, we
were held in the forts as a reserve
in case our men were defeated
and driven back. We had a nice
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view of the first and second days
battle.”

With the assistance of the
map accompanying iiis article,
let’s see how the storming ma-
terialized.

To the north, Ged. Sherman had
eased onto the scene and had his
troops concealed behind moun-
tains. Gen, Hooker was in Look-



out Valley around the point of
Lookout Mountain, Gen. Thomas
had his army deployed south of
Chattancoga in the wvalley which
was being shelled so heavily by
artillery on the mountain and
Missionary Ridge.

On the night of the 22nd, while
waiting for Gen. Sherman’s forc-
es to come up, a Confederate de-
serter came in with the informa-
tion that the Rebels were with-
drawing. To test this report, Gen.
Thomas made a reconnoisance on
the 23rd and ascertained that the
Confederates were not withdraw-
ing. This brought on the battle of
Orchard Knob, which resulted in
driving the Confederates from
that strong point and compelling
them to fall back to the outpost
along Missionary Ridge,

This brought the Rebel troops
to an alert on Lookout Mountain
and Missiorary Ridge.

By the evening of the 23rd, Gen.
Sherman, with three divisions, was
ready to cross the Tennessee Riv-
er.
Orders were issued for Gen.
Hooker to attack Lookout Moun-
tain with his 10,000 troops it day-
light on the 24th. The 78th Regi-
ment in Fort Negley had a good
view, Gens. Grant and Thomas at
Orchard Knob were iwo miles
away and couldn’t have had a bet-
ter view than the 78th.

Hooker swung around the
mountain and assaulted the Reb-
els on the slopes. Union batteries
on Moccasin Point opened up.
The heavy Rebel guns on the
summit of the mountain could
not take part in the fight because
it was under their muzzles, so to
speak. The Rebels rolled large
rocks from the hillside. Their
sharpshooters kiiled many.

Lines of pickets along Chatta-
nooga Creek were only 10 feet
apart. Both the Union and Rebel
pickets kept their guns silent and
watched the battle on the hill.

Later in the evening, clonds
setiled on the point of the moun-
tain and the 78th Regiment had
the awe inspiring experience of
hearing the noise of a battle in
the clouds. This was Hooker’s
famous battle above the clouds,

By dusk, without firing a shot,
the Confederate pickets along
Chattanooga Creek surrendered.

At midnight, Sherman’s concealed
forces moved out in 100 boats,
crossed the Tenmessee River at
the mouth of Chickamawga Creek
and captured pickets there.

By 1 p.m. Gen. Sherman’s three
divisions moved on what is thonght
to be Missionary Ridge. There was
a misjudgement of the topography
and the army headed for and oc-
cupied easily a detached ranges
of hills 134 miles north and west
of Rebel forces on Missionary
Ridge. :

Gen, Hooker's capture of the
lower elevation of Lookout Moun-
tain and Sherman’s position on the
hills near Missionary Ridge led
Gen. Bragg to abandon. Lookout
Mountain on the night of the 24th
and to take position on Missionary
Ridge. The Rebels braced them-
selves there, :

After sunrise on the morning of
the 25th, Sherman engaged Rebels
on the north of Missionary Ridge.
He was repulsed but Hooker had
moved across Lookout Valley to
Rossville and marched toward the
crest of Missionary Ridge, thus en-
dangering the enemy’s left.

Gen. Bragg and the Confeder-
ate force was now concerned
about two sides. Gen. Grant's
plan did not include anything
like storming Missionary Ridge
from the front, His aim was for
Sherman to capture the north-
eastern end of the ridge. By 3
p-m. on the 25th, this plan had
tailed.

Grant dispatched Gen. Thomas
in a movement against the en-
emy's works on the ridge to pre-
vent Gen. Bragg's concentrating
on and overwhelming Sherman.

From Thomas’ line, it was a
mile to the top of the ridge. The
slope was about 2,000 feet and the
elevation averaged 400 feet, There
were good rifle pits at the foot
of the ridge, others on the slope
and rude breastworks on the crest.
There were 15 Rebel batteries and
two siege guns.

Grant’s orders were for the
troops to take the rifle pits and
stop.

Quoting now from the regiment-

. al history:

“The Army of the Cumberland
advanced rapidly, captured the ri-
fle pits at the foot of the ridge,
but, with the instinct of good sol-
diers, recognized the impossibility
of remaining in that position,

" “They must either go forward
or backward and, like true sol-
diers, they went forward. When
Gen. Grant saw them pursue the
enemy up the glope, he made
the inquiry as to who had given
the command. No one was
found to take the responsibility,”

The command had been taken
out of the hands of the generals.
There were anxious moments back
in Chattanooga and the brigade,
including the 78th, in Chattancoga
was called out to line up outside
the fort and prepare to do battle
if the storming of the ridge failed.

Company banners wavered on
the hillside, The line moved on-
ward and the crest of the ridge

.was reached simultaneously at:

several points. Within 15 minutes
the whole ridge was occupied.
More than 50 pieces of artillery
and several thousand prisioners
were captured.

Even the great Gen. Grant had
underestimated the strength and
determination of the forces of Gen.
Thomas. Having fought with Gen.
Sherman, he naturally had special
confidence in him, the 78th regi-
mental history says.

He even underestimated the
strength of Gen. Hooker's force
which had come from the eastern
army. Hooker and Thomas were
only to support Sherman’s on-
staught but in the end provided
the victorious charge. By misjudg-
ing the topography, Gen. Sherman
was accomplishing nothing,

Writing later in his memoirs,
Gen. Sherman explained Gen.
Grant’s error in his regard for
the Army of the Cumberland.

He says Gen. Grant pointed
out the house on Missionary
Ridge where Gen. Bragg’s head-
quarters were known te be and
explained that the mules and
horses of Thomas' army were
so starved that they could not
haul his guns, that the men were
so demoralized by the Battle of
Chickamauga that he feared
they would not get out of their
trenches to assume the offen-
sive and he wanied Gen. Sher-
man’s troops to hurry and take
the offensive first,
it was reported at the time of
the battle and was repeated since
that Confederate troops left the
center of the ridge to fight Sher-
man's army and therefore let up



in their defenses before the Army

. of the Cumberland.

The regimental history says that
troops that went to the right to en-
gage Sherman were the ones that
evacuated Lookout Mountain. Lat-
er, Gen, Grant had higher regard
for the Army of the Cumberland.

Gen. Hooker’s army chased the.
Rebels into Ringgold, Ga., but
the Rebels could not make a
stand, This effort was made on ra-
tions that the troops could carry-
and full pursuit immediately was
deemed out of the question.

Telling about the pursuit through
the mountains to Ringgold, Pvt.
Kipp wrote of Gen. Hooker's
Army:

“Our men would climb up the
hills where they would have to
throw one leg around a small
bush to steady themselves so
they could fire. Our men drove
them.”

To point out the importance
played by the Army of the Cum-
berland in storming Missionary
Ridge, the regimental history
pointed out these statistics to sub-
stantiate it: .

Gen, Hooker, in his operations
at Lookout Mountain, Missionary
Ridge and Ringgold, lost 81 killed
and 390 wounded for a total of 471
casualties.

Gen. Sherman in two days at
the northern end of Missionary
Ridge, lost 209 killed and 1,141
wounded.

The Army of the Cumberland,
in the storming of Missionary
Ridge, within an hour, lost 403
killed and 2,807 wounded. It cap-
tured 55 pieces of artillery and
several thousand prisoners, es-
timated by Pvt. Kipp at §,000 to
15,060,

Jefferson Davis, president of the
Confederacy, said:

“Chattanooga was the key to the
situation and its loss was terrible;
our only comfort was that the peo-
ple at Washington did not know
what to do with it.”

(Monday: On Top of Lookout
Mountain)
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Third Yule

\

Taken in Stride

The third Christmas away from
home was taken in stride by the
men of the 78th Regiment of Penn-
sylvania Volunteer Infantry.

By this time, they possibly had
forgotten what a Christmas meal
could be like. Pvt, Abram Kipp,
writing to his mother in Allegheny
Township on Dec, 23, 1863, said,
matter of factly:

“Guess I will make my Christ-
meas dinner on three little hard
crackers.”

That fthlrrl h?d final Chriatmg;
away from home was t
the men of the Aﬂe—lﬂmalley
in the 78th on the Summit of
Lookout Mountain in Tennessee.

The late November victory was
achisved (?hya bursting our from
besleged Chattanooga a nd taking
Lookout Mountain and Missionary
Ridge, while the Rabels fled into
Georgla

More Unlon troops and supplies
now poured In for the fight into
: Geoﬂl: In the direction of Atlan-

ta, Robels under Gen, Bragg
withdrew 40 miles asouth of Chat-
tanooga fo Dajton, which lies in
& direct line on the rallroad to
Atlanta,
ly In Coutokreoga on ov, 0 i
fey in Chattsnooga on Nov. 29 an
marched to the summit of Look-
out Mountain. On Dec. 1, they
marched 10 miles south and coun.
termarched,

On Dec, 3, they mads camp on
Lookout Mountain and stayed
there untit May. 1, During this
land way bolng eptasied

w” L]

But, - there stili was a shortage

sorry to feli you we are getting

no more rations than when I wrote
fo you last.

“In fact, I can't see how it is
to get better for we have so many
troops here. I can’t see how we
are to get enough supplies ahead
here to make an advance on the
Rebs.” )

It was cold duty atop Lookout
Mountain in December and Jan-
uary, It was said that one day in
December when Maj. Bonnaffon
drilled tges troops it was so hot
that they had to remove coats,

That night, there was a howling
storm and picketa, on duty drop-
ped their rifles and some were
numbed so that they had to be
relieved. There were many cases
of frosthite because they mustn't

have had much in the way of

shoes,
About this time, the men were

re-enlist for three vears, Pvi. Kipp
told about Company K re-enlisting
getting ready to go home,

“I don't want a furlough that

yesry more to one,” he sald,

Pvt, Klmm that he had sent
$50 in a of Nav, 28 but his
mother hadn't received it. It must
hﬂ:l“ been lg;t in the muﬂ;onvdv

8 apparently was & t
becauss soldiers got only $13
a month,

Compared to earlier duty, the
time on Lookout Mountain was en-

A
Jan, 17, he sald that the rail-

food was going to a concentration
of Union troops at Knoxville,
where a Rebel counter-attack was
expected. It seemed logical that
the Rebels would try such a ma-
neuver to try to get the Unicn
troops to withdraw from Chatta-
nooga to fight at Knoxville.

“But I think our generals will
watch this,” Kipp said, At this
time, the men were in high spirits
and had great regard for their
commanding officer, Gen. George
Thomas. '

Again, the politiciang in Wash-
ington apparently were making it

-, seem that all was well at the front

Newspapers at the time said that
the troops were on full rations and
well clothed, .

Pvt. Kipp told his mother confi-
dentlally that this was not true tr.t .
and was just an impression that
was given so that it would be ad-
vantageous to the Union and dié-
moralizing to the Confederate
troops, ‘

“There is one third of our comi-
pany that is so bad off for shoés
and other clothing that they can't
goidout on any kind of duty,” he
said,

s Dazpesed. uon, 500 pounds
mess upon 500 g
of fiour and paid $35 for i, He
talked ag if men would have
been willing to pay anything for
it. It helped them get along.

Again he dismissed talk his
mother had heard that he had re-
enflsted, He said that he would
wait out his discharge date before
even thinking about it.

Again he spoke of the ungrateful
folks at home who didn't sympa-
thize with the plight of the sol-
diers. He said that if they came
to Chattanooga and saw the acres
of graves they would come to their

“Ihere is some cases of small-
pox in Chattanooga now.
“There was a Rebel found near



our camp the other day ... he
died of the smallpox. He was in
an old Rebel camp and was left
by them and had died. He had
been lying over six weeks, There
was talk that our men would burn
him because he was too much de-
cayed. There are some hard sights
but we have gotten pretty well
hardened to them.”

Pvt. Kipp expressed apprecia-
tion about letters received from
his younger sisters, Lydia and Al-
lie. They apparently had just
learned to write and he was com-
paring their writing ability.

He said that the regiment now
had only one team of horses. It
had 10 at the start. The others
died of starvation,

He said that since being in Chat-
tanooga, most of the army’s stock
had died.

In other history books, it is writ-
terr that Union troops often had to
resort to eating horses. Pvt. Kipp
never said anything about it but
he said that he learned to eat raw
meat and like it,

He told of beef catile bound for
the army being stopped by heavy
snows in Ohio and Kentucky.

On Jan. 19, Gen. Thomasg made
a reconnaissance in force against
the Rebels at Dalton, Ga. Gen. Jo-
seph E. Johnston had relieved
Gen. Bragg so we see that both
armies had a change of command
after Chickamauga and Chattanoo-

ga.

Thomas found that frontal de-
fenses were impregnable but’
there was unguarded access by a
valley farther south,

It was Grant’s intention to send
Sherman against Mobile, Ala. The
action by Thomas was a diver-
sionary move to keep Johnsion oc-
cupied while Sherman moved from
Vicksburg to Selma and on to Mo-
bile, This plan evidently was._
scrapped for Sherman turned back
without attempting to move on
Selma or toward Mobile,

LOSS — Pvt. Thomas B. Rip-
pey, discharged on surgeon’s cer-
tificate on Jan. 20, 1864,

(Tomorrow: Start of the At-
lanta Campaign.)
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Union Moves
On Atlanta

On Feb. 28, 1884, the Atlanta
Campaign was conceived. It was
launched in May.

It was to be a military mission
to occupy Georgia and sweep
northward in a pincer movement
against Richmond while the Army
of the Potomac under its new com-
manding general, Grant, would
move southward on Richmond.

Gen. George Thomas, com-
manding the Army of the Cum-
berland, of which the 78th Regi-
ment and many Alle - Kiski men
were members, proposed the
campaign to Gen. Grant, Later,
Grant assumed supreme com-
mand of the Union army in
Washington on March 8, §864,

Although Gen. Thomas was Gen.
W. T. Sherman’s senior, Grant en-
trusted command of the Atlanta
campaign to Sherman, whom he
fought with in the West.

The Army of the Cumberland
was to make up two thirds of the
striking force and it was under
Gen. Thomas. Gen. Schofield com-
manded the Army of the Ohio and
Gen. McPherson, the Army of the
Tennessee. There were to be
88,188 infantry, 5,149 cavalry, 4,460
artillery and 254 guns against a
Rebel force estimated at 40,000

On April 8, 1864, Lt. Col. Archi-
bald Blakeley resigned his com-
mand of the 78th. He was succeed-
ed by Col. Sirwell, the old com-
mander, who had been recommis-
sioned and now remustered. Sir-
well had resigned in Chattancoga
because of illness and went home
to recuperate.

While preparations for this cam-
pdlen were made, the 78th Regi-
ment was camped on top of cold
and windy Lookout Mountain from
Dec. 3 to May 1, when it moved
out in the Atlanta campaign,

Pvt. Abram Kipp, writing to his
mother in  Allegheny Township,
during this time kept her well in-
formed in several letters,

He said that he heard about
the $300 act being repealed.
That was the act that permitted
a man to buy his way out of the
draft if he would pay that sum
to a volunteer,

Although some of the volunteers
in Tennessee at that time did col-
lect some of this money, Kipp
wrote to his mother that the sol-
diers now were laughing up their
sleeves at the prospect of the rich
boys now having to come out to
fight,

But the men of the 78th were
hurt greatly by the bitter criticism
from the Copperheads at home, An
indication of this was a letter that
said:

“I see by some letters that
came to our company that a
great many of the people at
home think we ought to join the
veterans as our morals are cor-
rupted and that we onght to en-
list again and leave them stay
at home.

“And they go on to say as much
as we are cowards if we don't do
it. But, they can say what they
please. If our company was to en-
list again they wouldnt give their
names to our state.

“We would give them in to In-
diana for they have volunteers and
filled up their quota. And if we
would give our state credit with
that number it would save that
many from the draft and I don't
want to save one of them if I can
possibly avoid it.”

" By early February, the men
were on full rations again and life
was more pleasant,

Word of Col. Sirwell's being in
Chattancoga to be mustered again
came as good news to the men of
the 78th. They preferred him over
1t. Col. Blakeley, who apparently
was a strong disciplinarian and
drilled the men more than they
thought was in order while at the
front, o

Kepp wrote, “Our old colonel
is in Chattanooga getting mus-
tered in the service again to
take command of our regiment.
The boys got up a paper last
evening asking him to get mus-
tered into the service as quick
as possible and to be our leader
again, Almost every man in the
regiment signed .it.”

There were still people at home
whao didn’t want to be drafted. The
draft was the beginning of the end
for the South, we must remember. ‘
A volunteer would cut the draft
quota for a county down. Kipp
gave insight into the devious ef-
forts when he wrote:

“There was a letter received by
one of our officers today from a
Butler County man telling him to
get all the boys he could belong-
ing to Butler County in this regi-
ment to enlist again and send their
names to the county and they
would pay them $100 of a bounty.

“The boys have been studying
for some time to see what the
people at home means (how they
feel about the war) and they
have given it up as a fizzle.”

Kipp gave an indication of why
the men were now against Lt. Col.
Blakeley. '

On Feb. 12, he wrote:

*I forgot to tell you some three
weeks ago our commander had in
the neighborhood of 20 men tied
up to trees .for pumishment and
some of the boys cut them loose
and then they had them tried for
mutiny and they are now confined
to hard labor with a ball and chain
to them.”

The troops were still expecting
to go to Knoxville to fight a Rebel
counterattack,

Some of the division moved off
Lookout Mountain in preparation
for the campaign southward in
February. The 78th remained un-
til the last on the top of Lookout
Mountain,



CIVIL WAR COMPANY—The men in this photo are be-

lieved to be members of Company F (Freeport area] of the
78th Regiment of Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. The

phote,

ants, was

It was here that the 78th was
re-united with its old comman-
der, Col. Sirwell, whom the sol-
diers had come to like so mach.

Capt. Gillespie was back with
the regiment again, also.
Troop movements at this time

‘were very vague and the men on

top of the mountain knew the lat-
est, apparently, They expected to

 move out any day but the day for

the campaign to start was delayed
more and more.

‘Apparently this is what Jei-
ferson Davis had meant when
he said the fall of Chattancoga
‘was devastating to the Confeder-
acy but Washington didn’t know
what to do with it (the victory).

On March 10, 1864, Pvt. Kipp
wrote about Col. Sirwell’s rejoin-
ing the regiment, -

among the possessions of the Abram Kipp descend-
taken while the 78th was atop Lookout Mountain

“Our old colonel came up on the
mountain last night and took com-
mand of the regiment and I never
heard such cheering in my life.
The boys went almost wild when
they saw him coming, They cheer-
ed him for a half mile before he
reached the top.

“The boys heard he was com-
ing and went out on the bluft to
meet him.”.

Later, Pvt. Kipp said that he
was glad to hear that the men at

-home were volunteering so fast.

“It will be much better for them
to do so0,”" he said. '
On March 20, Pvt. Kipp reported
that the health of the men was
good, He said that some of the reg-
iment who re- enlisted for three
years and thereby received fur-

54
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in early 1864. Pvi. Kipp was a member of the company and,

judging from the number in the picture, this must be the

grouf.
Blakely, in command at the time.

-

loughs were back at the front and
“good for three years again.”

He told of a member of the

company Falling off the rocks at
the top of the mountain and be-

_ ing killed instantly. There was no.
indication who it was and there
was nothing in the regimental
history to clear this up.

On April 2, Pvi. Kipp had some

words of wisdom. He heard that .

many of the veterans going home
(those who re-enlisted) were takirig
wives. “I don’t blame the soldiers
but I do think the young ladies-are
very foolish to marry a man and
him starting back to the army for

three years.”

Back home, the citizenry was
talking about the young ladies,
also, There, the talk was. that they

It appears that the officer at the left is Lt. Col.

thought they might become war
widows and get a pension and
were jumping at the chance to
marry a soldier.

" Pvt. Kipp asked his mother in
April to make him a couple of
check shirts and send them by
mail. He asked that she make
very low collars so that he could
fasten paper collars on them. -

Pvt. Kipp was starting to thinl
about going back home in a few
months,

" LOSSES - Pvt. Absolom K
Marsh, discharged on surgeon’
certificate on.Feb. 24, 1864, anc
Sgt. A, R, Weaver, discharged o
surgeon’s certificate on April 17
1864, -

(Tomo'rrow: Rebs in Bloody
Retreat) ’
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 Into Georgia

The campaign on Atlanta, Ga.,
in May of 1864, was a concentraf-
ed effort by the Union army under
Gen. W. T. Sherman.

The 78th Regiment of Pennsyl-
vania Volunteer Infantry was
right at the front all during May
to Dalton, Resaca, Cassville, Cal-
houn, Dallas and New Hope
Church.

There was skirmishing all dur-
ing the month with the slowly
yithdrawing Rebel army under
Gen. Josesh Joknslon.

® &% &

We pick up the exploits of Pvt.
Abram Kipp and the Alle-Kiski
Valley men in the 78th on May
14 at Resaca.

Speaking of the ldth, the
Moming Report Book of Com-
pany F (from the Freeport
area) said, “There -was heavy
fighting all day along our entire
line just in front of Resaca,
Ga'!l

The night of the l4th, the brig-
ade threw up rude fortifications
within about 800 to 1,200 yards of
the fortifications of the Confeder-
ate army. Companies A and F
were on the skirmish line in the
woods in front of these fortifica-
tions.

To give an idea of the type of
battle at this point, let's see what
the regimental history says. ..

“During the entire day the ar-
tillery stationed along the line of
fortifications kept up a continuous
fire on the Confederate fortifica-
tions in our front.

“We also poured into their forti-
fications a leaden hail from our
rifles. A regiment would march
into our breastworks, each man
having 60 cartridges, and would

continue to load and fire into the

fortifications of the enemy until

.. Peoee o 2! Pk, Abram Kipp in later years . . .

I
their ammuti: - 2z asyhausted, “A constant fire of musketry and -
when anothsr .. .wai, with a iz:“ler);hwas tlin ﬂ'gs way tlli'le};ttl;lp
] o iase . rly the entire day, so that the
new supply. . 7 fake Thelr  eonsederates did not dare to raise
places. their heads above their fortifica-



i

tions. Several times during the
day the Confederates attempted

‘to plant a*battery in position to

defend their lines, but each time
the guns were dismounted by our
artillery before they succeeded in
firing more than two or three
shots,” ‘

Thus, it was a Union army
of 108,000 pitted against a Rebel
force of about 43,000 and the
Union army now was supplied
well and able to push om.

) » x *

If we may, let's drift back to
Washington where things were
shaping up for a presidential elec-
tion. Lincoln wasn't expected to
win a second term. But, the turn
of events now appeared to the
North to make the war appear
to be a little more worth fighting
now.

Farragit's taking Mobile, Ala.,

“in August and Sherman’s ultimate

capture of Atlanta in September
before the election in November

- seemed to seal Lincoln’s election.
Lincoln’s selection of Grant as the’

commander of all forces had paid
off in winning the war and in
gaining election for him,

® & ¥

Back to Resaca, where the 78th
was in the line of battle in a wood-
ed area, :

The night of the 15th, the fir-
ing ceased and tfroops went to
sleep in the fortifications while the
skirmisbers stayed ocutside to act
as pickets.

Sometime during the night, an-

alarm was given. Everybody was

up and moving. Ten seconds after
the first gun was fired, there were
hundreds of gung firing. In less
than five minutes it was over.
It was a false alarm,

As might be expected, the
Rebels slipped out of their en.
trenchments during the night
and escaped.

The Confederate army retreated
from Resaca approximately 30
miles south to Cassville. It took
up a strong position north of the
Etowah River and prepared for a
battle,

When Gen. Johnston found that"

Gen. Thomas was rapidly concen-

trating his forces, he retreated to
Alatoona Mountains, south of the
river,

The movements of the 78th for
the next five days did not bring
it in direct contact with the
enemy. On the 18th, it moved to
Calhoun and bivovacked tweo
miles south of the town. On the
19th, it moved to Kingston; threw
up fortifications and stayed there
until the 23rd.

On the 23rd, the advance col-
umn’ of the Union army left the
railroad and marched directly
westward to try turning the left
flank of the enemy at Dallas in-
stead of making a direct attack
in the mountain passes

This movement was anticipated
by the Confederate commander
and Rebel troops were found in
force near Dallas. The batile that
ensued resulted in at least five
casualties in Companies F and 1
(from the Apollo area).

58

A letter from Abram Kipp on
May 21, 1864, told his mother that
the 78th was then 84 miles south of
Chattanooga. He told about fight-
ing the Rebels and *“compelling
them to abandon their fortified
positions.” This must have been
at Resaca.

He said, ‘“We have been march-
ing and fighting for 21 days and
are not done yet. We cut some
parts of the Rebel army up very
bad but, for all that, they are
making a good retreat. We are
close on them. '

“It is 54 miles from here to
Atlanta. It is thought they will
make a stand at Marietta, 20
miles this side of Atlanta. I feel
confident that we will compel.

. them to leave,

“We have a good sized army
here now and I think - a good
lot of generals. The men in this
army are completely worn out
but are in good spirits. I see there -
is something doing .in the Army
of the Potomac. If all reports are
true, Grant is doing good business,

“The railroad is in running
order up to us so far. The boys
are all well but are very hard
run. I don’t expect t stop until
we get to Atlanta, I think we will
get but little rest in our time
(until discharge in the fall) for
there is a great struggle being
made to finish-the war this sum-
mer,

“Don't be uneasy about me for
I can’t write often the way we
are fixed.”

(Tomorrow: Battle of New
Hope Church).
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78th ‘Rains’
Lead on Rebels

"The 78th Regiment of Pennsyl-
vania Volunteer Infantry lost 50
men killed and wounded at the
Battle of New Hope Church on the
way to Atlanta, Ga., on May 27,
1864,

It wag an afterncon and evening
battle and only two regimenis of
the massive army, one of them
the 78th, were engaged in the
battle.

Pvt. Abram Kipp, writing to
his mother in Allegheny Town-
ship, said that there were four
killed and wounded in the baftle
from Company F and 50 from the
regiment.

“We used the Rebels up very
bad but lost heavy ourselves. They
charged on our two regiments but
we stopped them,” Kipp said. The
skirmishing continued for several
days afterward while the Rebels
were behind fortifications built
in the mountains.

% % &

“They have every advantage on
us {because of the mountain),”
Kipp wrote on June 3 as he re-
counted the battle,

“They are fortified and we are
on a stand until the wing gets in
position. Hooker is on our left. He
had some hard fighting yesterday
evening (June 2) and from what
1 can learn, he drove them some.
' «“We have been on the skir-
mish line ever since the 27th
until last night. We were sent
back a few rods to rest and
make a cup of coffee and so we
expect to return to the line any
hour.”

& % &

Let’s back up a little and survey
the situation before the battle at
New Hope Church.

The Rebel army under Gen.
Joseph Johnston had retreated
from Resaca. The Union army
gnder Gen. W. T. Sherman tried
a flanking movement to Dallas
but the Rebels knew it and were
there.

The battle lines at this time
were nearly 10 miles long and
there was nearly always brisk
skirmishing at different points.-

At an intermediate point,
known as New Hope Church, the
Union lines were advanced more
than a mile on May 27. This
break through the Rebel lines
brought a pitched battle and the
78th was right in the middle of
it since it was leading the
brigade in the onemile
penetration.

The regiment moved across
wooded ravines and ridges to the
edge of the open fields under a
heavy musketry and artillery fire.
Men were falling.

A man, James Little of
Company A, was wounded.
Capt. Ayes of Company H, who
lifted the soldier up when he
was dying said that Litfle told
him, “Tell mother I am in the
front ranks yet.” He repeated
those words three times,

A few minutes later. he died in
the arms of Chaplain Christy.

£ ¥ %

The regimental history says
this is a fitting place to say that
Chaplain Christy “had wonderful
facility for being present on the
battlefield in the thickest of - the
fight, and seemed always at hand
to relieve the wounded. He greatly
endeared himself to the soldiers
of the regiment by his actions on
the battlefield.”

Relatives of Col. William Sirwell
also have offered some significant:
information concerning the feel-
ings toward the Catholic church
since Rev. Christy wag a Catholic

riest. '

Col, Sirwell himself was a Prot-
estant. However, in later years he
bought ground for a Catholic
church in Kittanning and contrib-
uted greatly to the Catholic
church,

On his dying bed, Sirwell be-

came a Catholic and it is sur-
mised that the pitch of the bat-

tle and perhaps the magnificent

work done by Father Christy
may kave had & part in his
decision.

& B &

Reaching the edge of the woods,
the regiment halted in a ravine
and the line of haitle was some-
what protected, though the offi-
cers, being a few paces in the
rear of the line, were peculiarly
exposed, .

In a few minutes, the Rebels
made a desperate charge across
the open fields. They did not have
any very definite line of battle but
they seemed to be in countless
numbers and they did not waver
until, at some points in front of
the 78th, they were not 10 paces
from the Union line. .

The regimental history -editor
said, '

“As they approached, and as
they retreated, our soldiers
loaded and fired with deliberate
aim and fatal effect. The num-

ber of killed and wounded on the
part of the enemy must have
been very great for in all my
experience and observation the
78th Pennsylvania Regim e ni
never had an opportunity for
doing such deadly work, and
never did its duty more cou-
rageounsly.”

This charge lasted only a few
minutes and the regiment lost ap-
proximately 50 wounded and
killed. The number of soldiers
killed outright was in higher pro-
portion to the number wounded in
previous battles, probably because
of the proximity of the lines in th
ravine. :

J. T. Gibson, who edited the
regimental history, which was
compiled by the men of the regi-
ment and published by the state in
1905, was wounded in this ad-
vance,



PVT. KIPP'S GRAVE—This is the grave of
Pvt. Abram Kipp, whose letfers form the
basis for this series of articles on the ex-
ploits of 200 Alle-Kiski Yalley men during

the Civil War. Looking over the plot is

He writes, “This was my last
sight of the regiment as part of
the army in the field; for, as the
enemy retreated, I had the mis-
fortune to stop a minie ball of
58 calibre, which shattered the
bone of my left arm and ledged
in my shoulder, where it re-
mained for three years.”

Gibson was taken to field hospi-

tals and on to Chattanooga, Nash--

ville and Louisville. He spent
seven months in hospitals.

Pvt. Kipp's letter of June 3 said
that Dan Shearer was left in the
mountains to care for some
wounded, John Beyle, Frank
Mitchell, Johnston Reed and
Huff's two boys were said to be
well,

After the batile of May 27, the
regiment stayed with the army
until June 22, when it was sent

to Chattanooga and vrent into
camp near Ft, Negley.

James W. Kipp of Allegheny Township, the
Civil War veteran's grandson. The grave is
atop a windswept hilltop in Pleasant Hill
Cemetery in Allegheny Township.

LOSSES « Pvt. Joseph Keibler,
wounded near Dallas, Ga., May
27, 1864; Cpl. James M. Slusser,
wounded near Dallas on May 27;
Pvt. Benjamin F, Haws, wounded
at New Hope Church, May 30;
Pvt. J. N. McGlaughlin, wounded
near Dallas, May 31; Pvi. B. F.
Williamson, died at Chattancoga,
June 6, of wounds received in
action May 27.

(Tomorrow: A Description of
Trench Fighting)
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Tools Hurled
In Trench Fight

Hand to hand combat to the
death is perhaps the hardest thing
understand about war.

B

quarters. :
It was during the march of Gen.
Sherman’s army toward Atlanta,

s engaged
in the bloody battle at New Hope
on May 27, 1864, it was
ed for a time to act as rail-

retreat toward Atlanta but not -

without fighting fiercely. The
mountains were fortified and each
night temporary fortifications were

8

® & &

back, we ran into

!

ment on with 80 wounded men,
That was all of the accidents on
cur trip. There is still fghting
going on in front.

“I think old Sherman will heat
them yet, He charged some paris
of the Rebel lines a few days
age and was repulsed but he lost
no groumd that he hcld before
the fizht. He lost sczae 3,000 men
killed and woundc,

“The report her: is that Sher-
man hasg sent two corps over the
river en route for At'nta and At-
lanta is eight miles from the river
so if th's is the case, the Rebels
will have to leave.”

(This apparently was a mis-
taken rejort or at least a prema-
ture calculation for it tock wuntil

September for Sherman to take -

the city).

“The weather here is tremen-
dous hot, Qur regiment got orders
on the evening of the 3rd to march

with two days raticns, They left

about dusk and didn't take any-

- thing except rations.

“They marched in the direction
of Lafayette, Ga. They expect a
body of Rebels there. 1 (and sev-
eral cthers) was left here to guard
what was left behind.”.

At this stage, Pvt. Kipp wrote to
his mother and asked her to send
him $15 for he hadn't been paid
for six months, B

“l have to buy my iobacco

and I could buy v ..
wlich I know would be good for
me or any person that hasn't
had any as long as 1 have,”
" Writing again on June 15, Pwt,
Kipp was still in a wilderness en
route to Atlanta, The troops were
on the move for from the letter
it can be determined that he sat
down at least three different times
to add something to it.

He said that the weather was
wet and it was muddy to travel.

He said that there were moun-
taing in front. Rebels were firmly

‘entrenched on them but he ex-

pressed confidence they would be
driven off.

‘We came in here last evening
(June 14) and have a good
breastworks. But, I suppose the
Rebels won't charge us as they

L)}

find it ain’t a paying business to
choge us,

""We estimated our loss since we

left Chattannooga at 15,000 killed

"and sounded. So, you can judge

for ycurself whether there has
been any fighting down here.”
There were 100,000 in the Union

‘army at the start.

“We have been in a part of the
coumtry of a perfect wilderness, no
cren country, woods, hills, hollows
and a rough country, generally.”

Kipp explained again that he
couldn't write very often. His
mcther must have asked h'm to
write more since she was fearing
for hig safety. He said that this
wag the third letter since he left
Ringgold, near Lookout Mountain.

. He continued:

‘“We expect some hard fighi-
ing before we get to Atlanta,
The sound of the artillery and
muskets has never been out of
our kearing for a month.

“The troops are very much worn
cut but they are all in preity good
spirts, . .

“Yém say there is a draft com-
ing out agesin. That is right te
- draft so whea the three-year men
'go out, they can keep the army
filled up and not leave the Reb-
els get the advantage of us now,

I suppose there ig a great many
men that will think nothing of com-
ing out no . . . thinking the war
is about over.

“But, 1 am afraid some of them
will see a good deal. But it is'a
gcod deal nearer over now than
it ever has bheen.

“Yet, the Rebels charged on our
left yesterday and were repulsed
with heavy losses. Rebel prisoners
report that their Gen, Polk was '
killed in the charge.”

Paper must have been running
short for the soldiers also for this
last letter was written on the back
of a letter that was written to Pvt.
Kipp by his mother, Eliza Bawn
Allegheny Township. :

LOSS - Pvi, Andrew J. Duff,
died at Chattanooga, Tenn., June
19, 1884, apparently after having
been wounded earlier.

(Monday: Back to Chaila-

' nooga).
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78th Concludes
Tour of Duty

From June 23 to Sept. 25, 1864,
the 78th Regiment of Pennsylvania
Volunteer Infaniry was headquar-
tered in Chattanooga, from which
it acted as railroad guard to the
front in Georgia, on the way to
Aflanta,

This was precarious duty. While
Sherman’s army was moving to-
ward Atlanta, approximately half
the trains between Chattanooga
and the front were being captured
and burned.

.The 78th Regiment's deployment
to this duty wag necessary. The
regiment, including the men of the
AlleKiski Valley, had to guard
against attacks by Rebel cavalry.

There were scatiered attacks

all along the line at various
places. While the 78th acted as
guard, there wasn’t one train
eaptured.

A letter from Pvt. Abram Kipp
to his mother in Allegheny Town-
ship on June 25 told about the regi-
ment being ordered to Chat-
tanooga. This was a climax to 51
days at the front.

He szaid, I must say our regi-
men* was a hard loolung set of
boys when we came in. We had
been marching and fighting and
building fortifications for 51 days,
working mast of the time at night
so we have drawn some new cloth-
ing and are getiing cleaned up.”

Sherman’s army was 115 miles
south of Chaitanooga, slugging its
way toward Atlasta. There was
stitf ighting at Altooma in moun-
tainous terrain and the Union

had fortified to within 500
of the Rebel fortifications.
. Kipp told about n three-day
ip to Knoxville on train guard.
said that the folks there were
to fight the Rebels io the end.
apparently were fed up with

5071}
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of occupancy. ‘
said about the upcoming

5

Confederate army after two'

“I see the president has called
for more troops and he has given
them the privilege of volunteering
and still they wolt't go. So when the
draft comes off they will find fault
with him and commence finding
fault with the admmistration.

“I am afraid the people at home
will divide this fall but I trust the
few loyal people that is left will

" be more determined or carrying

out this war than they have ever
been yet.

“They should despize a peace
man as a snake for they are try-
ing to have peace when they
know no such a thing could be
had unless acknowledging the
confederacy and that 1s just what
they are wanting. :

“But, I guess there are encugh
loyal men left, with what Negores
can be armed, to seftie this scrape.
If T had it in my power, I would
send every peace man of the North
outside of our lines and confiscate
their property.”

“I would treat them ag a Rebel
ag that is what they are. Lat me
know in your next leiter how the
feeling is of the majority of peo-
ple about Lincolr for president
this fall. The soldiers are going
heavy for him.”

It wasn't until mid - July that
the retreating Rebel army was

. able to muster enough manpower

to meet Gen, Sherman and the
advancing Union army on equal
terms en route to Atlanta.

Jefferson Davis, president of the
Confederacy, is said to have done
Gen, Sherman a favor by replac-
ing Gen. Johnston with Gen. J, B.
Hood, who left his defenses and
fought a losing battle at Peach
Tree Creek on July 20.

Hood retreated to Atlanta, where
Sherman atiacked him on July 22
and set a siege against the city.

The North, depressed by Grant's
heavy losses en route to Rich-
mond, was elated. :
This was one of the victories,
along with Farragut's taking Mo-
Lle, Ala., thst was supposed to
have inspired enough votes to re- -
elect Lincoln, On Nov. 8, 1864, he
received 2,216,000 popular and 212
electoral votes to Gen. McClellan's
1,809,000 and 21 electoral votes,

* ¥ B

To back up a little, a letter from
Pvt. Kipp on Sept. 14 told about
Sherman’s occupying Atlanta.

Pvt, Kipp tokl about making a
trip to Atlanta on a train. He said
it was a large city but “is awful-
ly torn up by our shells.”

“The town is full of caves

"~ where the citizens stayed while

we shelled it, The troops are in

the best of spirits, The army has

stopped till they get paid and get
some clothing. ‘
“I saw some of the bounty men
on their way to the front the other -
day. I think a few months service
will take the rose off of their

cheeks, You wouldn't believe the

difference there is in them and the
old soliders,

“The old soldiers call them
bounty jumpers.” The bounty men
were volunteers who were paid for
their services by individuals so
that the draft quota would be re-
duced.

Kipp advised hismother that she
shouldn’t contribute t¢ the fund
back home to raise money to pay

‘volunteers. He spoke this way be-

cause of his feeling that his mother
had given three sons to the fight
early and one had died. “Leave
the draft take its way " he said.
He spoke of the supposed disgust
on home over Grant's poor show-
ing in the Richmond campaign. He
expressed optimism that Grant
would take the Rebel capital soon.
He wrote:



“I suppose politics is all the go
up there now, I think if there was
as little interested in it at home as
there is in the army, they would
not make such a fuss.

“The men in the field are for
fighting it out and not calling for
peace till they eome in on ouc
terms, . .for old Abe, the soldiers
are going beavy.”

He ended this his last letter from
the front by saying that he would
be home by Oct. 12, “if I keep my
health.”

There was a last chance for the
regiment to take up arms, too. On
Sept, 24, it went to Athens, Ala,,
under the command of Col. Sir-
well, It arrived at Decatur on Sept.
25. It was ordered to Nashville and
then to Pulaski, where the Rebels
were shelling the town.

It went then from there to Mur-
freeshoro, to Wartrace, to Tulla-
homa, to Nashville, to Franklin.
The days were full of excitement,

As mounted infantry for the
first time, the 78th took part in
an expedition to drive the Rebel

south of the Tennessee

River so that it would no longer
barrass the supply lines. The ex-
pedition lasted 10 days and it was
successful. It was a new exper-
jence for men of the 78th and the
last action in the war.

The regiment arrived in Nash.
ville on Oct. 17, six days after its
term of service had expired. On
Oct. 18, Gen. Thomas ordered the
regiment detached and sent to
Pennsylvania for discharge.

LOSSES — Pvt. Joseph B. Lamb-
img, discharged on surgeon's cer-
tificate, June 24, 1864; Pvt. W. H.
Wanderling, died at Chattanooga,
July 21; Pvt. John Irwin, died at
Chattanooga, Aug. 23; Pvi. George
W. McMillen, discharged on sur-
geon’s certificate, Nov 4; Pvt,
John Morrow, prisoner from Sept.
20, 1863, to Nov. 20, 1884, discharg-
ed Feb. 6, 1885; Pvt. Michael
Boyle, captured at Chickamauga,
Sept. 20, 1863, discharged by gen-
eral order May 23, 1865,

(Tomorrow: The Regiment At-
rives in Pittsburgh; a New Regi-
ment Organized; Regimental Re-
upions)
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Arrival Home;

Others Carry On

The 78th Regiment of Pennsyl-
vania Volunteer Infantry, with
three and six days of serv-
ice behind, left Nashville, Tenn.,
on Oct, 18, 1864.

It came by way of the Cumber-
land and Ohio rivers to Pittsburgh.

Every scene on the Ohio,- above
_ Louisville, reminded the members
- of the reglment of their r-
jendes, their hopes and fearsmn,
three years before, with two other
regiments of Negley's bngade
they had gone down the Ohio in
campaigning through Kentucky,
Tennessee and Alabama.

They were real veterans now.
They knew what war meant.

The citizens all along the reute

The soldiers appreciated it to say
the least.

r ® ®

Back to the front, the recruits
of the 78th whose terms had not
expired and some who volunteered
to stay on, remained at Nashvilie
under command of Maj. Bonnaffon
and Lieutenants Torbett and Smith.

They were organized into .two
companies and afterward became
companies A and B of the new
78th Regiment.

Sgt. Rankin of Company A was
promoted to second lieutenant, Wil-
liam B. McCue was promoted from
sergeant to first lieutenant, Lt,
Smith was promoted to captain,
Sgt. Andrew Brown was
from sergeant to first leutenant,
Berpard Keigan was promoted
from sergeant to second lieuten-

WhuGen.Hoodlthllntl.
he retreated inte Tennessee,
"There, as related earlier, he har-
usedtheUmn_qpl,lius.

which ensued in December, Neg-
ro troops were used for the first
time,

Washington ket urging Gen.
Thomas to attack and destory Gen,
Hood's army.

Gen, Thomas wouldn't until he
had enough troops. He delayed and
there actually was an order semt
out for Gen, Thomas to be relieved
of his command. Gen. John Logan
was to assume the command if
Thomas had not moved by the time
he, Logan, arrived.

Thomas waited until severe
icing on the mountaine melted
away. He finally did attack be-
fore he was relieved of his com-

E

Before he did, he had 57,000



mauga so that a memorial could
be located in the nationa] park,
Ivania Gov. Robert E,
Pattison on April 30, 1894, appoint-
ed to the commission: Archibald
Balkeley, R. D. Elwood, Charles
B, Gillespie, Fred F. Wiehl, A. B,
. Hay, George Schaffner and I T.
Gibson, who edited the regimental
history. :
~ The followup was that the posi-
tions' were located and the state
Legislature appropriated money
for a monument to state troops
who fought in the vicinity.

The monument was dedicated on
Nov. 15, 180, and the dedictory
service was held at Orchard Knob,
Lt. Col. Blakeley, president of the
state commission and g judge in
- later life, formally transferred the

monument and bronze markers to

governor of Pennsylvania,
Danile H. Hastings. .
s b % .

Long after the 78th Regiment
was mustered out, the men of the
AlleKiski Valley returned to their
homes, to their jobs or farms,

It wasn't until 1882, after con-
sulting with Col. Sirwell, that
members held the first reunion
in Butler, There were %24 survi-
vors who answered the rofl call
in the largest reunion held by the

. regiment.

Sirwell was elected president of
the regimental association. Capt.
John M. Brinker =nd Capt, Robert
D. Elwood, the latter of the Apollo
area, were elected vice presidents:
Capt, C. B. Gillespie of Freeport,
treasurer; and H, H. Bengough,
secretary, The second reunion was
in Kittanning, the third in Leech-
burg and the fourth in Kittanning,

The fifth reunion was held in
Freeport on Oct. 19, 1886. Other
recnions were: in Indiana in 1888;

in Punxsutawney in 1889, in Kit-
tanning ir 1890; Butler in 1891,
Verona in 1893, in Pittshurgh in
1854,

Others were in Louisville, Ken.,
in 1895, on Lookout Mountain,
Tenn., in 1897, during the dedica-
tion of the monument, in Punxsu-
tawney in 1809, in Kittanning in

1900, in Kittanning in 1901, in New .

Betlctiihesm in lml:t. Col.
Capt, i

tion,

The 18th reunion was in Pitts-
burgh in 1903. Then, 3 historical
comniittee was appointed to pre.

pare a regimental history and to

have it published with funds ap-
propriated by the state Legislature.

committee consisted of Blake-
ley, Elwood, Henry A. Miller, J.
M. Lowry and J. T, Gibson,

This committee reported prog-
ress at the 19th reunion in Pitts.
burgh in 1904. The book was pub-
lished in 1905,

memories to give an account of
the battles.

Pvt, Abram Kipp of Allegheny

Township, whose letters to his.

mother, Mrs, Eliza Bawn, in Alle-
Fhen Township, formed the basis
or le series of articles, went

home and engaged in the oil and.

gas well drilling business, He died
at the age of 38 and ig buried in
Pleasant Hiil Cemetery, Allegheny
Township,

(Temorrow: Picking up the
War's End from the Siege of At-
lants)
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Union Pincer

Brings Victory

An account of the battles of the
78th Regiment of Pennsylvania
Volunteer Infantry would not be
complete without following up the
war to its end.

The regiment, including more
than 200 men from the Alle-Kiski
Valley, campaigned through Ken-
tucky, Tennessee and Alabama
and partly into Georgia, en route
to Atlanta, '

Gen. Sherman was taking his
army in a pincer movement to-
ward Atlanta and then northward
to hit Richmond, Va., The Con-
federate capital, from the south.

e e

The 78th starfed in 1861 as a
part of the Army of the Ohio and
then became a Department of the
Army of the Cumberland. The
latter represented two thirds of
Sherman’s force in the Atlanta ef-
fort that was to bring the war to
an end,

The Atlanta campaign was
launched on May 1, 1864, The 78th
was at the front until June 23,
- when it was assigned in Tennessee
to guard trains, which were being
harrassed by Confederacy
cavalry. :

In September, Gen. Sherman did

take Atlanta after a siege. The

78th was mustered out of the ser-
vice in October, 1864

The four columns of troops
marched along four parallel
roads, destroying mills, barns,
houses, cotton gins and crops.

The march left a path 60 miles
wide and 300 miles long complete-
ly devastated.

At the end of the march,
Sherman estimated the damage to
Georgia and its military resources
at $100 million, “at least $20 mil-
lion of which was insured to our
advantage and the remainder is

‘simple waste and destruction.”
Sherman said,

“This may
seem a hard species of warfare
but it brings the sad realities
of war home fo those who have
been direcily or indiresctly ine
strumental in involving us in its
attendant ealamities.”

The South Buzzed with tales of

Yankee barbarity and violence
but Sherman wrote later, “I mever
heard of any case of murder or
rape.”

The South was cut in half. It
was felt that the Confederacy
might have tried to move its capi-
tal south from Richmond what
with the great effort being put into
the battle there by Gen, Grant and

crops of nullification and seces-
sion.” :
Sherman “1 will

Charleston, and dont think

" salt will be necessary, . . the

truth is the whole army is burn-

Carolina.” ‘

But Charleston, was out of the

line of march., Sherman took and
destroyed, wholly or in part, sev-
eral other towns, including the
capital of South Carolina, Col-
umbia, which was almost burned
down,
Sherman said the fire was start-
ed by Gen. Wade Hampton’s Con-
federate troops, ordered to de-
stroy stores .of cotton. Hampton
denied this and historians have
blamed Sherman.

By mid - March, Sherman was in
the center of North Carolina, On
March 19, near Goldsboro, he
drove back Confederate Gen. John-
ston.
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hoping to join Johnston in North
Carolina. The Confederate gov-
ernment fled from Richm

the Union forces occaupied the
Confoderate capital without op-

position,

On April 5 President Lincoln
visited Richmond and walked un-
" He again expressed his wish for
a peaceful readjustment of the

. war-torn nation's difficulties.

President Davis with his cabinet
and clerks fled to Charlotie, N.C.,

but after Johnston surrendered to

disper.
Davis
vain attempt to flee heyond the
Mississippi and continue the strug-
E:butlumcapturedbyl!nion
at Irwinville. on May 10,
1965. He was sent to Fortress
Monroe, Va., where he was held
a prisoner until 1867, '

Just before the surrender,
Lee's army was almost complete-.
ly disorganized, Many companies
were without officers and food
was almost gone, Grant gent Lee
a plea to surrender to avoid use-
less slaughter of the beaten
Southern troops. :

On Sunday, April 9, 1865, Lee
and Grant met in the village of
Appomattox. Courthouse,

Lee was spotless and in full uni-
form; Grant, was mud - splattered
and except for his shoulder chev-
rons, indistinguishable from a pri-
vate soldier. Lee did not offer
Grant his sword and Grant did not
ask for it.

The Confederate troops were
released on parcle not to fight

Grant issued rations to the re-
maining 25,000 Confederate troops,
who were dispersed after a fare-
well from Lee.

On April 26, Sherman and
Johnston met and Johnsion sign-
ed similar terms of surrender,
The remaining Confederate
troops in the South disbanded al-
most automatically when they
heard of Johnston’s surrender.

The war ended six months after
the 78th Regiment of Pennsylvania
Volunteer Infantry, including more
than 200 men from the Alle-Kiski
Valley at the outset, was mustered

< out of the service.

The end wag in sight when the
district troops left. There were
others from the area who still
were in the conflict, including some
veterans, draftees and some bounty
men, who volunteered and received
& bounty for decreasing the draft

guota,

~ (Tomorrow: A Summary)

ABRAM KIPP DESCENDANTS—Admiring
a portrait of Abram E. Kipp, Allegheny
Township Civil War veteran whose leters
are the basis for this series of articles, are:

and

Mrs. William A, Ki
mother, all of Allegheny Township,

James W. Kipp, left, and Mrs. Forence
Kipp lsiminger, right, his grandchildren,

, seated, their
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Devastation,

A Bad Taste

The martial strains of “March-
ing Through Georgia” have left
a blemish in the history of the
United States.

It will never fade away, for the
words of this song tell about Gen.
Sherman laying waste to the state
in an annihilation that was w
bring an end to the Civil War.

Long after the moral issues of

the world as to kuman hondage
and equality of men are settled,
still this song will remind about
the fiery swath burned through
Georgi :

Tgia. i .
To a Southerner, the song brings -

flashes of anger. Will later gener-
ations forgive the forefathers?

® ¥ %

This series of articles was writ-’
ten from the 90 letters of Pvt..

Abram Kipp of Allegheny Town-

ship to his mother, Mrs. Eliza -

Bawn. They were written from the
front during Kipp's three years of
service as a volunteer in the 78th
Regiment of Pennsylvania Volun-
teer Infantry. .

The letters have revealed the
‘hardships that history books oft-
en gloss over. They gave us &
feeling that we know this private
soldier and sympathize with
him, And, they tell us about the
manner of these men who took
up arms early in the true spirit
of the cause,

The 78th campaigned through -

Kentucky, Tennessee and Alabama

and into Georgia in what was the-

start of the campaign for Atlanta,
Ga,

From Atlanta, Gen. Sherman
marched his forces 300 miles to
the sea and burned everything,
houses, barns, mills, crops, etc.,
in a swath 60 miles wide.

The 78th was not a part of the '
latter march, But if the troops
were, they would have joined
heartily in the destruction, we
feel sure.

Why?

‘The war was a long and bitter
one over an issue that had split
many families. Particularly, in the
border states of the North and
South, families were divided. Broth-
ers fought on opposite sides, each
fighting for a principle in which

- he believed.

Doubtful State

Even in Pennsylvania, there
weré many sympathizers to the
South. The feeling was that if the
South wanted slavery, it should be
permitted to have it. If it wanted
to leave the Union, all right. The
majority wanted pace at any cost.

But, there was a nucleus of
men with. higher ideals.

We must include in this small
nucleus of Pennsylvania men the
volunteers, Abram Kipp was
among them, He and the other
area men who joined the army as
volunteers early in the conflict
were fighting for a cause in which
they believed.

Others came later but we must
consider that Pvt. Kipp and his
fellow volunteers were at least typ-
jcal.

- The history books are vague

about the Civil War although there
8

were volumes upon volumes writ-
ten. There are few such complete
and revealing letters as Kipp’s in
existence,

Newspapers of the day generallv
befuddled the public, also. They
wrote of a well - fed Union army
campaigning in the South. Most
of the time, the Union army was
starving. "t was walking barefoot
part of the time, without blankets
.¢ rleep under or on.

North Beaten Badly
- The Union government realized
the predicament. Its army was be-
ing beaten badly early in the war.
Newspapers were exchanged be- .
tween the North and South.
Telling about a strong and
healthy Union army in news-
papers at many times discour-
aged a Confederate aitack when
the Union forces might have been
whipped decisively. The deserip-

- tions of adequate food and cloth-

ing of the opposite army must
have had its demoralizing effect
on the Confederate troops.

This bluffing must have worked
both ways.

Many historians feel that the
war was drawn out needlessly by
the false impressions at the front.

Continuously, armies would over- .
estimate the strength of the oppos-
ition. This led to delayed attacks.
Esach side had ample time to con-
centrate forces. But, on the other
hand, this led fo more slaughter



a cracker across the Chicka-
. mauga Creek to a Confederate
soldier to give the impression
that the Union troops were far-
ing well. The Yank could have
eaten the cracker but he was

proud. . ,

The volunteers were kept well
informed at the front. They knew
that-the Topperheads or Southern
sympathizers in Pennsylvania were
talking against continuation of the
war, This discouraged more vol-
unteers and the men at the front
needed re-enforcements but they
didn't come.

“We'd Kill Them All”

Pvt. Kipp was very frank in his
letters. He said that the Union
troops would have liked to come
home and kill all the Copperheads.
He spoke sincerely because that’s

how bitter the debate was,

" Pvt. Kipp always spoke frank-
ly and we came to admire him
- for his views seemed to repre-
sent those of the nucleus that
lf;nnlly did put down the rebel-
on.

We remember Kipp's being dis-
gruntled over Confederate pris-
oners being freed if they made a
promise that they would return
home and not take up arms against
the Union until they were exchang-
ed for a Union soldier freed sim-
ilarly by the Confederacy.

The Union troops at the front
were under the impression that
many Southerners did not take
the cath as seriouhly as the Union
soldiers did. That meant that freed
prisoners came back immediately
to rejoin the fight.

Whether this is ture, we can-
not say but that's what the men
at the front thought. That's what
made them think as they did and
do as they did

We recall the time that a Union
soldier on starvation rations was
ordered out of a watermellon
" patch at gunpoint by & Union

officer who would not permit him
to misappropriate food from South-
ern soil.

What a feeling these volunteers
must have had. They had nearly

starved several times. Men would .

fall out of line on long, forred
marches. On these marches, trobps
could not see men in front of
them for the dust in the summer.

Sleeping out on the ground in
the elements was no fun. Nights
were cold without blankets. Some
had no overcoats.

On top of Lookout Mountain in
the winter, men collapsed because
of the numbing cold, A third of
them didn’t have adequate clothes
to perform any duties.

Sickness was the greatest
enemy in the winter months and
there was little fighting then.

In Alabama in the heat of the
summer, the men had averaged

20 to 38 miles of marching a day
for as long as 12 consecutive

days. Shoes were worn out and

men continued aimlessly in bare
feet.
* & & )

These were the contributing fac-
tors to the destruction meted out
in Georgia.

Troops Loyal to Abe

We saw at the start that these’

volunteers were patriotic men.
They remained patriotic through
all this. They supported Lincoln
and his viewpoint throughout.
They felt sorry for the Negro
women seen plowing fields in
Tennessee from morning to dusk.
Later, they were kept from eat-
ing fresh vegetables from South-

. err. soil. They did buy some to

supplement their diets. Some his-
torians say that there was mass
stealing of crops but the 78th regi-
mental history says that all South-
erners who remained loyal to the
Union received vouchers for pay-
ment later.

The men felt that the Rebel pris-

oners came back to fight tdo often.

Pvt. Kipp admitted frankly in
one letter that complete destrue-
tion of the South was the only-
way to victory, That was more
than a year before the end and
it indicates to us how the soldiers
felt and how the hardships had
made them bitter. _

Just before the end, Gen. Sher-
man and a lot of persons who had
to support him and he they, must
have felt the same way. In mod-
ern day wuar, we would have to
justify the ~ droppinge of aliie
bombs and Hiroshima «. =~
aski in Japan similarly

Total destruction . '~ ‘a
seemed the answer to a swift con-
clusion of a war., It we - the first
instanee and, unfortunately, was
commited on American soil. We
particularly, the South, will re-
member it longer.

But, the Union was preserved.

Further, it was strengthened.
The reconstuction period brought
on new enterprise, more work and
controls and assistance.

Stronger Nation Borm

The Unjon really was born after
the Civil War, Until then, the ma-
jority believed in states rights.

"~ Some do today.

The Civil War served notice
on the rest of the world that
this young country was a pow-
er. Resources, of necessity, were

~ turned into war materials.

‘More persons were engaged in
making the United States a solid

‘union of states and people, The

Civil War succeeded in making
the United States grow up from
an insecure infancy to the posi-
tion of a world power.

If an end justifies a means, then
the March to the Sea and Hiro-
shima were justified. They were
nearly a century apart. But, there
wasn't a song written about Hiro-
shima to haunt the world and it is
far removed from American soil.

(The End)



