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- -— - War Depurtm_@p't,__j
Adjutant General’s Office,
Washington, October 24, 1862,

{General Orders No. 168.)

I. By direction of the President, the State of Tenuessee, east of the
Tennessee river, and such parts of Northern Alabama and Georgia as may

be taken possession of by Uuited States troops, will coustitute the Depart-
ment of the Cumberland.

1I. Mejor General W. S. Rosecrans is assigned to the Departwient of tire
Cumberland.

II1. Theq&roops under the command of Major General Grant will con-
stitute the Phirteenth Army Corps; aud those assigned to the command of
Major Generaij Rosecrans, will coustitute the Fourteenth Army Corps.

By order of the Secretary of War.

L. THOMAS,
Adjutant General.

URSUANT to this order General Rosecrans reached Louis-

P ville and assumed command on October thirtieth, and
on November seventh, at Nashville, made the following
changes in his command: General George H. Thomas was
given command of the center; General MeCook, of the right
wing, and General Crittenden, of the left wing. The divi-
8ions constituting the right wing were the Becond, to which
the Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania was attached, commanded
by Gencral J, W, 8ill; the Ninth Division under General J.
C. Davis, and the Eleventh under General P. H. Sheridan.
The Second Division remained in camp at Edgefield on the
north side of the Cumberiand river, opposite to Nashville,
until November sixteenth. Then it crossed the river and
moved out the Murfreesborough pike six miles beyond Nash-
- ville and encamped there. While there, several reconnois-
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sances were made to locate the enemy and find out their in-
lentions. ' ‘

On the ninetecnth, Colonel Kirk moved out with two regi
uments, the Seventy-seventh being one of thein, aud two pieces
of Edgarton’s battery. He soon found the enemy'and opened
fire on them, but received no reply. They were driven I?everf.ﬂ
miles, after which Colouel Kirk returned to camp with his
cominand.

The next reconnoissance of the brigade took place on the
twenty-seventh, the entire brigade participating_, with the ex-
ception of the Thirtieth Indiana, which was on pickef. Ab(?ut
four miles out the enemy was first encountered. A runsing
fight ensued. It was kept up until the brig@e reac.:hcd Lav-
ergne, which was nine miles from camp, and just midway be-
tween Nashville and Murfreesborough. Upon the Federal
approach toward the town the enemy opened a ﬁer.ce and _well-
directed artillery fire. The first shell passed directly (?ver
Colonel Kirk’s head, the second dropped right in the midst

- of his staff, and others fell around the line, or passed close

above the heads of the men. Kirk at once directed Capta:'fn .
Edgarton to open with his battery. His ﬁre.was very rapid
and accurate, but the Confederates had a decided advantage,
as their guns were fired from the top of a hill. Conseguently
the recoil would send their guns back below the crest, where
they could be reloaded in comparative safety. Iirk, in order
to 'dislodge the enemy, ordered the Seventy-seventh Penn-
sylvania and the Twenty-ninth Indiana to move to the lef-t
and front, with a view to charging the battery from t%w flank.
The Confederates soon discovered ihe nature of this move,
and hurriedly retired upon their reserves. In a few minutes
the Federal forces were on the ground the enemy had left.
Plenty of blood stains were found there, but the killed or
wounded had all been carried off by their comrades. Th'e
enemy were driven about onc mile_ farther. ’.I‘hen the bri-
gade was ordered to return to camp. Tt did so in good order,
having sustained a loss of twelve wounded. The commal_ld
reached camp about four P. M., bringing with it three pris-
oners, who said that they had been under the command of
General Joe Wheeler. They, however, either could not or
would not tell the extent of their loss, except that Wheeler
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was wounded in the thigh. Several store and other houses,
from which shots had been fired at the brigade, were burned.

On November twenty-ninth, Colonel Kirk was commis-
sioned Brigadier General. About this time Colonel F. B.
Stumbaugh was compelled by ill-kealth to retire from military
service. He was honorably discharged on December 7, 1862.
Y'ursuant to orders from the Commanding General, General
R. W. Johnsen took conrmand of the Second Division on De-
cember tenth. .

Another reorganization of the army followed on the nine-
teenth, by virtue of these orders:
© “L. The numeration of divisions and brigades, now running
through the -whole army is hereby changed. Divisions will
Lercafter be known as the first, second and third, etc., of the
center or of such wing. Brigades, as the first, second and
third, ef¢., of such division.

11 Brigades in divisions, and divisions in wings, etec., will
be numbered from right to left; but in reports of operations
they will be designated by the names of their commanders.”

The Second Division was, consequently, designated as the
Second Division, Right Wing, Army of the Cumberland; and
the brigades as follows: .

First Brigade (formerly Sixth), Brigadier General A. Wil-
lich, - . ]

Becond Brigade (formerly Fifth), Brigadier Geperal E. N.
Kirk, and

Third Brigade (formerly Fourth), Colonel H. M. Buckley. i

This was the organization on December twenty-sixth, when
the march upon ‘Murfreesborough commenced, the announce-
ment of which was made the previous night. The day dawned
very drearily. A heavy fog covered the low Jands, and dense
clouds hung overhead. However no order came to check the
advance. Reveille was sounded all along the lines, rousing up
the men. In a short time the army wagons were moving
toward Nashville, to be there safely parked, under the protec-
tion of the guns of the forts.

The army moved southward, expecting the enemy to offer
battle at Stewart’s creek, about five miles south of Lavergne
on the Murfreesborough pike. Therefore the army moved in
three columps, pursuant to the following instructions:

1
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“McCook, with three divisions, to advance by the Nolens--
ville pike to Triune.
~ Thomas, with two divisions (Negley's and Rousseaw’s) to ad-
vance on his right, by the Franklin and Wilson pikes, threat-
ening Hardee’s right, and then to fall in by the cross roads (o
Nolensville.

Crittenden, with Woods’s, Palmer's and Van Cleve’s -divi-
sions, to advance by the Murfreesborough pike to LaVergne.
- With Thomas’ two divisions at Nolensville, McCook .was to
attack Hardee at Triune; and if the enemy re-inforced Mardee,
Thomas was to support McCook.

If McGook beat Hardee or Hardee retreated, and the enemy
met us at Stewart’s creek, five miles south of LaVergne, Crit-
tenden was to attack him., Thomas was to come in on his
left flank, and McCook, after detaching a division to pursue or
observe Hardee, if retreating southward, was 1o move with
the remainder of his force on his rear.”

At six o'clock Davis’ Division moved out the Edmonson
pike with orders to move to Prim’s blacksmith shop, thence by
dirt road to Nolensville. Sheridan at the sgme time moved

._direct to Nolensville, followed by Jolnson with the Second

Division. The advance struck the enemy ahout two miles
out, when skirmishing commenced, which was kept up briskly
throughout the day. It had rained the entire day, and the
roads had become very deep with mud and almost impassable.
The corps camped on the hills, south of Nolensville, for the
night. At daybreak, on the twenty-seventh, the corps moved
forward; General Stanley with the cavalry in advance, closely
followed by the second division. A heavy fog covered the
whole country, making the movement of troops very difficult.
~After having proceeded about one and one-half miles, a large
force of cavalry, supported by artiflery, was encountered.
They opened fire on our cavalry, and appeared to be inclined
to contest the advance. The skirmishing becoming more
animated, the column pushed rapidly op until, ascending
higher ground, it was opened on with shot and shell. General
Kirk took advantage of the cedars along his front, in which
he posted the brigade, together with Edgarton’s battery,
which opened with every gun upon the Confederate battery,
and after a short and spirited contest, drove them out of
range.
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moved into position. It being scriously threatened by the
Confederate cavalry. Edgarton threw a few shells among
them“,r_';__md they retired. Soon after this two hostile batteries,
on th¢ front of the Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania, opened fire.
Edgaﬁbh replied, opening with all his guns upon the nearcst
one, killing and wounding several of their horses and men, and
dismounting one of their picees. They rapidly withdrew,
with -the losg of one of their guns, and two or three caissons.
His gung were then turned upon the other battery, which.
too, was soon driven from the field. ‘

The third brigade (Baldwin’s) was ordered up from Triune.
It joined the divisinn after dark, and bivouacked near John-
son’s headquarters. On the evening of the thirtieth, the left
of Rosecrans’ line of battle rested on Stone river, about three
miles northwest of Murfreesborough. Thence it extended, in
a southwesterly direction, fully three miles, to the Franklin
pike,;,a_,ﬁﬁiﬁ two and three-fourths miles west of Murfreesbor-
ough;at-the point where a dirt road connects it with the Wil-
kinson pike. XKirk’s brigade was formed on the right of
Davis’ right. Willich’s brigade was on Kirk’s }’ight, on the
extremse Tight of the line, facing south. It was thus posted
in order to protect that Hank. The cavalry was algo on the
right flank. Kirk’s picket, or skirmish line, covering his
front, joined Willich’s on the right and Davis’ on the left.
Throughout the night, the pickets observed great activity
among the enemy, as of a continuous movement on their part
toward the Upion right. This was duly reported to Head-
quartéi's.

_Atdawn on the morning of the thirty-first, the skirmishers
‘of the Beventy-seventh Pennsylvania saw, in their immediate

" -“front;the advancing Confederates, who came up in heavy col-

umns in regimental front and four columns deep, with a
‘strodg reserve, massed and advancing in their rear. One
column moved directly against the front of the Seventy-sev-
enth, the others against the regiments to the right. The
~ Seventy-seventh skirmishers opened fire upon the advancing
foe, ar soon as they came within range. They, however, paid
not the slightest attention to it, but kept steadily on, singing
_as they came. Enough words could be distinguished to in-
dicate that the song was something about southern rights.
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S As they reached the last fence, which was less than fifty
:'yards in front of the Seventy-sevepth’s skirmish line, their
o Eﬁﬁmand “down with the fenee,” was distinetly heard. After
_erossing that fence line they opened a fire, which, from the be--
.-i ginning, was very hot. The skirmishers fell back, and .the
- "regiment advanced to their support, but it was unavailing.
- "As the enemy was in overwhelming numbers, the regiment
was compelled to retire. Tt did so slowly and in good order,
though its losg at this point was very heavy., On reaching
the original Union line of battle, it was found that all the
regiments to the right of the Seventy-seventh had been stru?k
by the enemy, and driven back, so that they were not then in
- "—sight of the Pennsylvanians. After falling back a short dis-
“hiance farther, the regiment formed on the right of Davis’ di-
nsu'm which was also retiring. A short distance in front, and
111 plam view, could be seen the guns of Edgarton’s battery,
‘--'-“"‘Whi(_h had been captured by the enemy in their jonslaught
“:-upon the right, early in the morning. Some idea of the fierce.
ness of the attack can be gained from the experience of the
picket posts. A single, typical illustration will sufficer Of
- the five men at one of these posts, one was killed, another ser-
. iously wounded in the breast, and a third was taken prisoner,
_a loss.at that post, in a very few minutes, of sixty per cent.
The remaihihg two succeeded in reaching their proper places
in the Union line in safety. The experience of the other
_plcket posts - was similar to this one. '
ﬁ#—‘Some of the hoises of Edgarton’s battery had been Taken
= - _-to-water.=Of those remaining with the battery, at the time
I the Confederate advance, so many were killed and disabled
= by the hostile fire, that the battery became entirely unman-
- ageable ‘and was captured. To the east of Edgarton’s guns
was a Confederate battery in action, Lieutenant Colonel
Housum ordered the regiment to charge these guns. It did
8o unsupported in good style, driving all the enemy’s gunners
away. The right of the regiment got right in amongst Ed-
..garton’s guns, but for lack of horses, were unable to move
them. Suddenly an overwhelming force of infantry con-
_fronted the regiment, and it was again forced back. The Con-
- federate -g'un-ners at the same time rallied, and opened upon
it with all their guns, first with canibter, then with grape, and

-
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_ finally with shrapnel and solid shot. The regiment retired

slowly and in good order. At every pufl of smoke from the
~£uns, the men dropped to the ground. After the shot had
- passed over them, they would rise, and retire farther. Thus
the regiment finally passed out of range, but not without con-
- siderable Joss. Here Licutenani Colonel Housum was mor-

“~tally wounded by canister, from which he died the following

day. Here, too, the mlm bearer, who had carried the flag
through the Mexican war, received his death wound, as did
also numbers of the men.

The regiment, retiring in a northerly direction, was halted
upon a slight eminence in the woods, by a mounted officer, and
ordered to held that position. They faced about and stood
still, awaiting the oncoming of the enemy. Troops, in great

.zdisorder and confusion were streaming northward on all gides .
- of the regiment. Itsecmed to be a case of every one for him- T

self, and the enemy take the hindmost. Amidst all this con-
_fusion, the Seventy-seventh stood still, faci £ the oucoming

) stoxm until ordered by another mounted officer to retire. He

“told us that we would all be captured, if we remained there
much longer. Then the regiment retired in good order, halt-
ing on every favorable piece of ground, to give battle until
‘it finally -reached the Murfreesborough pike, where in the
woods it found the remnants of the other regiments of the
dn‘lswn :

Lieutenant Colonel Housum was the only field offcer with
the regiment in this engagement. After his fall, the com-

==—mand devélved by seniority upon Captain Thomas E. Rose, of

7(}0mpany B.
At this point, the special part taken by the Seventy-seventh

e _having been just set forth, it becomes necessary to revert

""“back again.to the begmmng of the battle to show how the
~other commands fared. In their original attack, the Con-
federates moved on the right, so as to completely ﬂank Kirk’s
line, thus rendering his position entirely untenable. On they
came like a huge, irresistible tidal wave. The Thirty-fourth
Illinois soon became engaged at close gquarters, and, in a
few moments, lost a dozen killed and five times that number
wounded. Over its colors the strife was terrible. Five colop

“bearers fell in rapid succession. At last their colors were

*
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handed to one of Edgarton’s men, who was mounted, to carry
tothe rear, but he too was shot, Then the flag fell into the
‘hauds of the enemy. : .
The Confederates now rushed upon Edgarton’s battery.
Hetold his men to save themselves, while he, with one of his
liedtenants, stood by one of his guns, loading and discharged
it into the column as it cloged upon him, until he was taken
prisoner. Many of his men refused 1o leave him, and fought
the foe with their swords, until they were cither killed or cap-
tured. General Kirk, baving lost his guns, hastily withdrew
his regiments to another position, there to renew the contest
with the oncoming enemy. He dashed to Willicl’s brigade,
~which was also suffering heavily from the cnemy’s fire, and
_ appealed foi aid.. A-portion of one of his regiments aided in
_thénewdefense, “The other regiments, while awaiting orders
from General Willich, were driven back before such orders
could be given. The enemy’s fire was so he_av‘y that it soon
- threw Xirk's ranks ‘into disorder. He had his horse shot
from under him at this point.  With greatly superior num-
bers, the Confederates forced the brigade to fall back again.
"-',I_I{irk’s second horse was shot under him, and he was himself
mortally wounded. Willich, too, while trying to rally his
_ brigade in support of Kirk, had his horse shot under him,
Wwas “wounded and captured. Back of this point lay a corn
.. field and beyond it was a piece of timber for which, in con-
" _siderable confusion, the men hastily pressed.
—Oeneral Kirk followed for a short distance, but soon, from
’"::i_tlim:great loss of blood, his strength failed, and he was borne
—1o'the rear.” Colonel Dodge, of the Thirtieth Indiana, was no-

' ;gtfeat was disastrous te a further unity of action, during
“this fearfu] struggle. A part of the Thirty-fourth IHinois,
in its retreat, got mixed up with Willich’s men, and was
carried too far to the right. Many of them were captured
by the Confederate cavalry on the right flank of the Federal
troops. Major Dysart, of the Thirty-fourth Illinois, suc-

ceeded in rallying about fifty of his men, behind g fence, nearly

_a mile in the rear of hig former position. He opened fire upon
some Confederate cavalry, but finding it impossible to hold
_ hlzs”p_ositrion, was compelled te retreat to the Nashrville pike.

8

ified, and at once assumed command of the brigade.. Thig -
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Tbe Thirticth Indiana, falling rapidly back to the right
and rear, halted for a moment at a fence, and then fell back
farther into the woods. Here it was joined by some of its
men from its four companies, which had been on picket in
the ‘morning. They had lost, ameng others, Major Fitzsim-
mons, who was captured. Maujor Buckner reported to Col-
onel Dodge that the Seventy-ninth Illinois were present and
ready for duty. Dodge ordered it forward across an open
field to the right. The regiment was new and this was its
first battle, but it advanced steadily under a terribly de-
structive fire. 1t came on a double quick, formed ou tle
right of the Thirtieth Indiana, and at once engaged the encmy.
General Johnson, secing the enemy advancing on the remuants
of the second brigade, where the Seventy-ninth Illinois joined
it, ordered Colone] Baldwin to move the First Obio and Sixth
Indiana on the left of the sccond brigade. One section of the
Fifth Indiana battery was posted between these two regi-
ments, The Fifth Kentueky and Ninety-third Ohio were sta-
tioned in support. This line was immediately attacked by
the enemy, and a furious fire of artillery and musketry was
poured upon it. Here Colonel Read, of the Seventy-ninth
Illinois was killed, Lieutenant Colonel Dunn, of the Twenty-
ninth Indiana, was captured, and many otbers of less rank
were either killed, wounded or captured. The gallant stand
was of no avail as the numbers of the enemy were overwhelm-
Ing. The Seventy-ninth Illinois broke first, followed imme-
diately by the others. With yells and a most withering fire
the epemy charged upon them, capturing two guns from the

_ Fifth Indiana battery.

- General Davis’ division to the left next gave way. That
left but one thing to do; namely, to retreat. Some few hun-

dred 'yards to the rear an attempt was made to reform the

line. -Meantime the Confederate artillery were sending shot
and shell after the retreating and disorganized soldiers.
Some one gave an order for a further retreat, and the men
gladly obeyed. On they fied. first at double quick, then on a
run as rapidly as they could travel. This wild flight was not

* checked wntil the Nashville and Murfreesborough pike was

reached. There the men were rallied, and reformed, but their
number was pitifully small, They were rejoined at the pike,

N o T et 1 ot e e e
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by the Seventy-seventh, which hod, at that
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attacked the brigade, early in the morning. On t)c:yﬁca t,
as boldly as ever, but this time, the result'prol\'e'd‘ di teretr;l(;
At this time Vau Cleve moved a part of his division 10 ne
left of the-second brigade. In apother moment one &Ml
rolled along this line, cutting d.own the mentx?1
gr'ay'by's’ébjx_‘v‘_e"“-"?f’_l‘he attack seemed to be entirely unezpsc ;n
by them: <~Their line broke, but was soon reformed an g} o
ahvanced. Ther a charge wag ordered and the Umon‘ é] ‘
rushed:-';-.for.ward. ffhe shock was fearful apd rand', : tlh
effects on -the enemy terrible. They were driven bac}; w:nd
bayonets and fied throngh the woods, across the ﬁe}ll 8 abe_
back .over the ground, over which, not more than an oufr o
fore, théj; had so fiercely pursued these same goldiers o o
second brigade. Three days later one h1‘mdred and seve1'1 yt
nine d;xi‘f-ederate dead were buried in this field on the fr ?n
where the second brigade had dealt out to them-S}:ch havoc.
The brigade having replenished its ammunition, a%}a;:;
moved to the front, but, as the Confederates made no fur

taneous fir:

atiack St was not again engaged. - The right wing was gow
reformed: nearly parallel with the Nashville pike. _Thef Oli
federate line was several hundred yards west, on its front.
Thus located, both armies bivounacked for the njght, throwing
up such defensive works as they could. o .
pDaivi's’ and Sheridan’s divigions lost very heaﬂ-ly in this
fierce battle of the right wing. All of Sheridap’s brigade com-
manders were killed on the field. ) ’
McCook’s corps held its new line until the end of the b.at
tle. and was not again attacked. Most of the beavy ﬁghtuflg
on!the succeeding days of the conflict occurred on the left.
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Heavy fighting practically ended for the Seventy-seventh wilh
the great struggle of the right wing. It was, however,
greatly annoyed, till the end of the battle, by sharpshooters,
concedled among the trees, about 400 yards in its front. One
of them proved particularly annoying, until Captain Rose, of
Cb}hpany B, Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania took a rifie from
()-I—léiqf his men, and stepped into plain view. The Confeder
ate fired and missed hie mark. Rose fired back, and also
missed. A second shot from the sharpshooter missed, but,

“as~Captain Rose fired again, the Confederate was seen to

drop out .of his tree, to the ground. He was carried to the

rear by his companions.

At the beginning of the battle, the enemy's cavalry got in
the rear of the Union army and destroyed the supply train of
the second division at Lavergne. Conscquently the division
suffered greatly for want of supplies. During the four days
of.the engagement, each man received only a half pound of
qﬂi__ékers, and a small teacupful of flour. TFortunately nearly
all of them had coffee in their haversacks. -

" On the morning of January fourth, it was ascertained that
the enemy had left. The loss of the regiment in this battle,
in killed, wounded and missing, was sixty-four, including Lieu-
tenant Colonel P. B. Housum, the only field officer with the
regiment at the time. Ag the ranking officer of the regiment,
Captain Thomas E. Rose made the following report, as to the
Beventy-seventh’s part in this battle of Murfreesborough or

Stone river:

Headguarters Seventy-seventh Regt. Pennsylvania Vols.
e In Camp near Murfreesborough, January 8, 1863.

"~ 8ir: T bave the honor to make the following report of the Seventy-seventh

.. Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, from the time of Jeaving camp near

Mj][ Qreek, Tenn., December 26, 1862, to January 3, 1863, viz: We broke

_uglfﬁhr_' camp, near Mill Creek, December 26, sent our wagon train to

Kashville, and took up our line of march in the direction of Shelbyville,
on-the Nolensville turnpike, and encamped in the evening a short distance
beyond Nolensville. December 27 we continued our march in the same

direction, and on the same road. At 8 A. M. we encountered the epemy
within two miles of Trinne.

We were immediately placed in position, with

the balance of our brigade on the left of the road. Our front line was com-
posed with the Twenty-ninth Indiana Volunteers on the left, the Thirty-
fourth Illineis Volunteers on the right, and the Thirtieth Indiana Volunteers
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in the centre. Qur regiment and the Beventy-ninth regiment Illinois Volun-
teers were held in reserve, but were advanced with the brigade, our regi-
ment covering the Twenty-ninth Indipna Yolunteers. Skirmisilers w:;'e
thrown for“:nrd by ench of the three first named regiments, as also were
tw_f(? cownpanies of the Seventy-seventh regiment Pennsy]vnn’ia Volunteers
which occupied the extreme left of the line. In this mauner we ad'vanced,
_towards Triune, driving the eneiny from his position and took possession
of the town, the euemy retreating towards Shelbyville. We encamped
about oue nile beyoud Trinne, near the turnpike. 3 -
beg;::ember 28, We remained in camp, where we storpped the evening
D_e_cember 29. We retraced our march, on the same road for two miles,
J::rd tf:l:aed off 01.1 a dirt road, running in an easterly course‘into the Sa]en;
i encl:l:p::ia:(,;h:hlui;?;?: of which two roads we, silently and without fires,
.December 30. We marched towards Mourfreesborough, on the Salem turn-
' Fnke, for about three miles, when we were thrown into’column by divisi
into tl.ne' woods on the right of the road, with the balance of otfr brils;zoc?e’
and .dlwsion. At this time heavy skirmishing was going on on our gleft.,
:l?:.;hfr?nh We. advan’ced for a short distance, when our regiment apd
 the” :rt:_etl_:l Indiana Volunteers were ordered to change front to the
_r:ghi‘:,__geploy column and throw out skirmishers. We then advanced
movmg_ towards the right of the genera) line of battle, for about a ua:: '
of n mile. We _tl?eu changed front to the left, and oc'cupied z d(-:ns:il ced::
:;:::& I’i‘g?agos:‘t;oln of our regiment was now on the right’ of ﬂ}e Twenty-
second Todi aahe:: un;:ieers, of Genersl Davis' division. It was here that
ront vl imntvyf re from a rebel battery, that was stationed to the
-dism;ce o gmus. on an open field, by the edge of the woods, at a
pance tj]rew e ya‘rds. After a sharp skirmish it was silenced,
Ihen our pxckfats and remained for the night. Our position
3 0w _](}Jgrthe left of our brigade, and on the right of Davis’ division.
diséée:;zﬂe{llzléng wtere under arms -at 4 A. M., and, at daylight, we
medintols o T, Jdn laz_'ge force, within G0 yards of our pickets, who
attaa oy < x_m;nce ﬁ'rmg', when _tl:e enemy advanced to a furious
hhﬁ'ff;gis{ed theﬂ:cqti;sc l:e‘t:::el?.dc;:; regtxmenlt gdvanced to meet the enemy,
‘diately in our front, with great Bl:::'lfte:a:::i rsgi]s:illg" o orces imu'le-
‘across the brook, where we first found them posted—in[:t o o e
This was the first attack that was made on our ,Iine:'abcom e eyon
" i 7 t ; ; but almost at the
Onm:u:m;lieg ht:ep::; sf lf;l::gl}l;’s,o:hlcl; w;re directéd on those regiments
: : ward, bearing down everything bef.
them.  The regiments on our right fell back after a short }‘J sperate
reﬁismnce, as was shown by the great mortality on b 0' - dBSDem_te
e s : oth sides. Soon after
regi;l.tel;: z;g};rs:;: : :nisc:]l:t ;deftazgngidwposition to our rear, leaving our
danger of being surrounded. We wer: or::rezgttll:-s:' gr:ﬂt o a0 e
and then march to the right, in order, if possi o veattam a0 yards
the_bulance of our brigade, which had b:::l dll-)i]::ar:of::;ui‘::hﬁ:sl::rs:;::éo;o
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While doing this we fell in with a portion of General Davis' division, and
“were advised that we had better co-operate with that division for the
“{iresent, as our brigude had, by that time, retired so far that it would con-

rgimre muceh valugble time . ju findiug it, time that could be used, at this
1vis')

“...1):1'1'tit:ulnr juncture Lo greater advantage hy re-inforcing oue of his (D1
brigades. We posted ourselves on the right of Davis' division, i front
uf\\luch ﬁ!_ns a rebel battery, at a distance of sbout 400 yards, A little
'"iol'tliiéf'ﬁght and in front of this was Edgartou’s battery, which had been‘
onset and was still in their pos-

2771t was here that our regiment charged alone, recapturing
.-==hattery, and up to -the guns of the rebel Lattery, through a hurricane of
until we were confronied by several theusand of the
ged to retire

I¢dgarton’s

Jgrape and cauister,
rebel infuntry, when, as we were unstupported, we were obli
to the line from which we had started on the charge, leaviug our much
l-o.ved battery ju the hands of the rebels, ns we hiad no means of moving it
off. Yet we were repaid for this desperate charge, as much as for any we
made during the day, in damaging the enemy and holding him in check.

""" \Ve retired in good order, halted and furmed ju our previeus position, en
. i ht of Davis' division. Iere Colovel Honsuwn fell.  The battle was
otly . contested for -gigijie tinte, when our forces began to give way,
sned by the enemy, who came near taking a battery of ours

fiercely:purs

Prices - _
X _sobn;'n'-s the battery was safely off, we retired to the fence on the
appesite side of the field, where we stood alone for some tije, contending with -
—until they commenced scaling the fence on our right and left,

fetired to the woods and again made a stand. We thus contioued

“for some time, taking advantage of everything that came in our way,
_movmg slowly, and our line never broke once throughout the day; but we
A f_oqéht évery time we could Bnd a line to rest om, or wherever we could
gain.a position in which we could, for a minute, successfully make & stand.
Flen we came npear the Nashville and Murfreesborouglh turnpike we
“**Ffell in with a portion of the Twenty-ninth Indiana Volunteers, under the
gallant Major Collins; also a portion of the Thirtieth Indiana Volunteers.
These, with our regiment, were now joined together as a remmnant of the
-——olg Fifth brigade, under Colonel Dodge, as brigade commander. We were
"%ed;:'ﬂﬁ—ﬂle edge of the woods, by General Johnson, on the right of
Géneral Cleve's division, which had just come up. The rebels were now
ug on with tenfold more impetuosity, and our men Were ordered to lie
mwn quietiy belind a fence, which partly protected us. We waited liere
étll the rebels were within a short distance, when we up and delivered
—gur fire with such great eeffct that the rebels began to gi%e way.
~ We now pitched into them with whoeop and yell. all the time delivering
-a most destructive fire. and soon the whole rebel column was in full retreat.
Wa drove them half a mile, when our ammunition gave out and we were
relieved, when we retired to the railroad to obtain a fresh supply. This
was the first check of importance that the rebels received, as it saved
- . gur ammunition train and secured for our forces an important position.
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January 1, 1802, We remained under arms on the crest of thie bill, where
we ended our final charge un the 31st ultime. At 4 I". M. we reccived a
heavy fire from g rebel battery, whicli was soon silenced, Slnu -

January 2. Remained in the same. position us on the 1st, A ligavy

battle was fought on vur left, in which we took no purt. In -t_llgf-_gyéning B

We weut on picket. A leavy skirmish took place imwmediately -in _fro:!t
of our line. . - - . R

January 3. Still remained under arms in our old position. A:t:;ﬁéht,__-i_h.} S

the midst of the rain, the last fing} struggle was made, in which -we.
no-part. N
Dauring this great battle our littie regiment did no diseredit to~the
Kerstone Staje. Officers snd men stood up and did their duty -nobly.
* * » * - * [ » » e ] -~ _a
That our line never broke shows that our men fought like veternns, We
went into action with 288 men, we lost, in killed 5, including Lieutenant
Colonel Housuny; jn wounded 29, including one comwissioned officer; miss-

ing, 29, including 2 commissioned officers. Total, (3. Of those wmissing the

greater part were either kilied or taken prisoners.
* * L] * * * * L *

I have the honor to be, most respectfully vour obedient servant,

. > TOM ELLWOOD -ROSE=—< v

Captain Commanding Seventy-seventh Peansylvania Volunteers
Capt. D. C. Wagner, b al

Acting Assistant Adjutant General, Second Brigade,

The wagon trains joined the troops on the ﬁéld on the—slxﬁa;: "
when the division marched through Murfreesborough,’_,four :

miles out the Shelbyville pike, and there camped. Supplies
were still very short, S

In the three days immediately preceding this move, ?he

‘men

received but one-half pound of crackers (hardtack) and avery —

small piece of bacon apiece. From here, on the eleventh;the
regiment marehed to Nashville to escort a large, em:jit}_‘_—;s:]ip- :
Ply train, to return on the thirteenth, with the wagons Toaded
fal], marching thirty-three miles op the latter day. 7=
After the battle of Stope -I.'i;-‘EI‘, the Seventy-sev@g@;w
-without field officers, as Major Bradford had previfaﬁgfy?

signed. Captain Thomas E. Rose was commissioned Tglonel;

Captain Frederick 8. Pyfer, Lientenant Colonel, and-Oaptain

Alexander Phillips, Major. e
General Rosecrans baving heard of the charge of the Sev-
enty-seventh upon the Confederate battery. was so much in
terested in the affair, that a fow days after the battle, he rode
into the camp of the regiment, and then, accompanied by it

. P .
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field officers, went to the battleficld to view the grounq, over
which the regiment had passed on that eventful worning of

“December 31, 1862.

While encamped here, pursuant {o orders from the War

“Department, dated January 9, 1863, the army (the Fourteenth

Army Corps) was divided into three corps. The center was
d;:signaied the Fourteenth Corps; the right wing, the Twen-
Heth Corp; and the left wing, the Twenty-first Corps.

- “:This change of name did not however, affect either the or-
" galization of the army or jts various commanders.

On the seventh day of February, the Seventy-seventh, to-
gether with the other regiments of the second brizade, was
detailed to work upon the fortifications. 1t moved to mear
the Nashville pike, a short distance west of the town. There
is was engaged in the construction of a fort, which was com-
pleted in exactly four months. This fort was considered one

“of-the-strongest carth works in that part of the country.

=~On-March twentieth, the entire Army of the Cumberland was
drawn up in line for review by General Rosecrans and Staff.
The General,in riding along the iine from 1‘igh? to left, stopped

“a’few moments in front of the Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania,

and said to Colone) Rose, “Colonel, I see your regiment is all
n&?xf Give my compliments to your men, tell them it .is the
banner regiment of Stone river. It was the only regiment
on the right wing that never broke ranks.” Thi§ was proba-
bly the highest compliment ever paid to any regiment by the

Commanding General of an army, It was duly communicated

to-the men, while on dress parade that same evening.




