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‘; Dear Mother and Fhmily:_

,4; I do not know how to commence to write this morning. We are now 1eying flat
S5 om the ground before the enemy. The cannon balls and shells are flying in R
‘ all directions. 'We had a dreadful battle Yesterday. Everybody says there has
; been nothing like it since the war began. God spare me from ever seeing such
| e sight again.. Our Company.went into battle with 60 men end when we came out
Zlffl we could only count about:1h. We have since gathered a good many. We have
now about 30. It is impossible for me to describe it. Bub and me are both
unhurt, came out.safe. The enemy had us very near surrounded. They captured
j our Artillery and a good many men.  We had a great many men killed and
! 4 wounded. but cannot yet tell anything about it. Pat Henry is wounded in the
. 3£%  foot; John Hartman in the head, but I have not time to write any wore. We
. are laying waltiong -for the enemy to come on us. };: . '
: ; o - o e -

i, . y ‘.‘,_‘,x

__Jauuary 2nd nqku)

Well vwe have had another dreadful battle in which we chased the Rebs with
f terrible slaughter. Our loss is not so great this time but I am pained to
i ..state that my friend and mess mate Lieut. Halstead was killed dead, also
ot “:M..C..Bowser and ‘W. W.. Boney was wounded. .We have a dreadful tlme. It rains
. q@* —every day and we have neither tents nor blankets and ‘bave to lay in line of
battle day and night. ' I am not Joking when I say the mud is shoe mouth deep.
I have not“washed since the battle commenced and don't intend to til. 1t is over._

Hhat a dreadful place this battlefield is covered with dead end vounded soldiers
~and horses.::The: sight is sickening. ; It is Gen. Braggs Army we are ‘engaged with.
~L T must again quit as 1t-is dark.  Our Regt:. and Division is cheered wherever
‘5"#hit is- seen. - . Gen..Rosecrans said this evening that our Division saved his-
Army . When other troops before us run we stood our ground and repulsed the
enemy Today we captured six pieces of Artillery. : ‘ .

Mirefznur ree borough January Sth (ﬁ,w\ _“_-T-i ; “;_f

! Well the battle is over at last.. It lasted six days in succession. We are
now.in possession of Murfreesborough ‘We came in this morning. Our. Regt.
- had the honor of entering the town first and we are now provost-martial "
quartered inthe "Court House. .l am tonlght officer in charge of the prisoners.
P! I have the Jaill crowded full. They sey I am the ‘best man ever they saw--
l’f .- that I treat them like gentlemen.. I gilve them blankets and everything I
‘ could for their comfort. There has been a good many wowen here bringing the
" ﬂ;.prisoners something to eat. They wanted me to go home with them and get my
i - supper and when I told them I could not go they said if I would except it
they would send me some supper. I thanked them and told them it. would be
very exceptable and oh, such a pile of grub as I got. They sent sbout a
L‘helf bushel of biskit, corn bread, meat, butter and everything you could ask
33,—and told me to call and seé them as often as T could.. T will have to quit
agaln as 1t is late and the prisoners are crowded so tignt they can't all lay
-dowan and is very uneasy. : . o ,

Ja.xma.ry Gth (Tof ,_g)

Well this is a wet morning but we are in comfortable quarters. I am still
getting more prisoners. Bub and me is both enjoying good health although I
(?Jt_uas very sick the two last days of the battle and could not follow my Regt.
“" I still caught up to them when they stopped. It will take too much paper
for me to tell you all the wounded and wmissing in our Company. You will see
it all in the papers. Our wagon was captured and rifled. I lcst everything
I bed but what was on my back. I had my trunk packed with a great many things )
to send home with Marion but the Rebs bave got them all. We have not heard -
/. from Marion or Barnett since we left Nashville. We thought they would get
" to Nashville before we left but they did not. There is a great many things
I would like to write yet but has neither time or paper. I will write soon
agaln. Hoping this may find you sllwell and in good cheer. I remain your
affectionate son and brother. .

-

. ,, "

- R. W. Dinsmore - .
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