THE

WAR OF THE REBELLION:

A COMPILATION OF THE

OFFICIAL RECORDS

G¥ THE

UNION AND CONFEDERATE ARMIES,

PKEPAREID, UNDER THE DIRECTION OF TIE BECRFETARY OF WAR, BY

The late Lient. Col ROBERT N. SCOTT, Third U. 5. Artillery.

PUBLISTNIED UNDER THE S8UPERVISION OF

Lisut. Col. EENRY M. LAZELLE, Twenty-third U. 8. Infantry

PURADANT TO ACTS OF CONGRESA.

SERTES I_.VOLUME XX—IN TWO PARTS.
PART I-REPORTS.

WASHINGTON:
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE.

18879.



180 KY., MID. AND F. TENX., N. ALA,, AND 8W. VA, [Cawr. XXX
LEFT WING,
Maj. Gen. THOMAS L. CRITTENDEN.

FirsT (JATE 81xTH) DIVISION.

1.) Brig. Gen. THOMAS J, WoOD,
Eﬂ; Brig. Gen. MiLo 8, HASCALL.

Ssoond (late Twenty-first) Brigade.

Col. GEORGE D. WAGNER.

Férvt (late Fifteenth) Brigade.

il.) Brig. Gen. MiLo 8. HABCALL.
2.} Col. GEoRGE P. BUELL.
15th Indiana, Lieut. Col. Gustavus A

100th Ilinois, Col. Frederick A. Bartleson. Wood.
58th Indiana :

Col. George P. Buell.

Lieut. Col. James T. Embree.

34 Kentucky:

Col, Samuel McKee.

Maj. Daniel R. Collier.
26th Ohio, Capt. William H. Squires.

40th Indiana:
Col. John W, Blake.
Lieut. Col. Elias Ned.
Maj. Henry Leaming.
57th Indiana:
Col. Cyrus C. Hines,
Lieat, Col. George W. Lennard,
Capt. John 8, McGraw.
97th Ohio, Col. John Q. Lane.

Third (late Twentisth) Brigade.
Col. CHARLES G. HARE=ER,

5lst Indiana, Col. Abel D. Btreight.
73d Indiana, Col. Gilbert Hathaway,
13th Michigan, Col. Michael Shoemaker.
64th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Alexander McIlvain.
65th Ohio:

Lieut. Col. Alexander Cassil.

Maj. Horatio N. Whitbeok.

Artillery.®
Maj. BEYMOUR RaACE.

8th Indiana Battery, Lieut George Estep.
10th Indisna Battery, Capt. Jerome B. Cox.
6th Ohio Battery, Capt. Cullen Bradley.

SEOOND (LATE FOURTH) DIVIGION.
Brig. Gen. JOUN M. PALMER.

Second (late Ninsteenth) Brigade,

Col. WiLLiaM B. HazEN.

First (late Twenly-tecond) Brigade.
Brig. Gen. CHARLES CRUFT.

31st Indiana, Col. John Osborn. 110th Xllinois, Col. Thomas 8. Casey.

1st Kentucky, Col. David A. Enyart. i 9th Indiana, Col. William H. Blake.

2d Xentucky, Col. Thomas D. Sedge- | 6th Kci:lﬁucky, Col. Walter C. Whita
6T,

wick.,
90th Ohio, Col. Isaac N. Ross. 414t Ohio, Lieut. Col. Aquila Wiley.

* The Eighth Battery was attached to the First Brigade, the Tenth Battery to Beo-
ond Brigade, nnd the Sizth Battery to the Third Brigade.

Omar. XXIL] THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 181

Thérd (late Tenth) Brigads.
Col. WiLLIAM GROBE.

84th Nlinois, Col. Louis H, Waters.
36th Indisna:

Maj. Isaac Kinley.

Capt. Pyrrhus Woodward.
23d Kentucky, Maj. Thomas H, Oamrick.

6th Ohio, Col. Nicholas L. Anderson.

24th Ohio:

Col. Frederick C. Jonea.

Maj. Henry Terry.

Capt. Enoch Weller,

Capt. A. T. M. Cockerill.

Artillery.

Capt. WILLIAM E. STANDART.
1st Obio, Battery B, Capt. William E. Standart.
1st Ohio, Battery F:

Capt. Daniel T, CockerilL

Lieunt. Norval Osburn,
4th United States, Batteries H and M, Lient. Charles C, Parsons,

THIRD (LATE FIFTH) D1VISION.

(1.) Brig. Gen. Horatio P. VaN CLEVE.
(2.) Col. SBAMUEL BEATTY.

Seoond (late Fourteenth) Brigads.
Col. JaMEs P. Frere.
44th Indiana:

First (late Elevenih) Brigade.

(1.; Col. 8AMUEL BEATTY.
(2.) Col. BEnsaMix C. GRIDER.

79th Indiana, Col. Frederick Knefler. Col. William C. Williams,
gth Kentueky : Lieut. Col. Simeon C. Aldrich,
Col, Benjamin C. Grider. 86th Indiana, Lieut. Col. George F. Dick.
Lieut. Col. George H. Cram. 13th Ohio ;

Col. Joseph G. Hawkins,
Maj. Dwight Jarvis, jr.
59th Ohio, Lieut. Col. William Howard.

I1th Eentucky, Maj. Erasmuas L. Mottley.
19th Ohio, Maj. Charles F. Manderson.

Third (late Twenty-third) Brigade.
Col, SaMuEL W. PRICE.

85th Indiana, Col. Bernard F. Mullen.
8th Kentucky:
Lient. Col. Reuben May.
Maj. Green B. Broaddus.
21st Kentucky, Lieut. Col. James C. Evans.
Blst Qhio, Lieut. Col. Richard W. McClain.
99th Ohio:
Cul. Peter T. Swaine.
Lieut. Col. John E. Cummins.

Artillery.
Capt. GEORGE R. SwWaLLOW.

7th Indiana Battery, Caigt. George R. Swallow.
Penusylvania, Battery B (26th), Lieut. Alanson J. Stevens.
34 Wisconsin Battery, Lient. Cortland Livingston.
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At the same time Colonel Grider, bearing the colors of the Ninth Ken-
tucky Volunteers, crossed with unother party, and these tlags, with two
belonging to other regiments, rallicd under their folds an indiseriminate
mass of men and officers of the Third Division, which, supported by fresh
troops that had been ordered to the conflict, drove back, in terrible con-
fusion, the columns of the enemy, victorious but a moment before. The
colors of the Nineteenth Olio and Ninth Kentueky were placed on three
pieces of the enemy’s artillery, which were captured and brought into
our lines by squads composed of the different regiments and brigades of
the division. After this magnificent scene of individual heroism, the
different detachments of the regiment formed on the same ground we
necupied in the morning, and bivounacked that night.

Again we have to regret the loss of Lrave officers and wen. Capt.
Urwin Bean, of Company BE; First Lieut. Job D. Bell, commanding
Company C, and Sergt. Maj. Lyman Tylee werc kiiled while gallantly
performing their duties. TFirst Lieut. Aurora C. Keel, of Company F,
was severely wounded; Second Lieut. William A. Sutheriand, of Com-
pany H, slightly. Capt. William H. Allen, of Connpany ¥, rendered
wost valuable aml efficient aid as a field officer.  All the line officers
vied with each other in deeds of courage.

I wish particularly to note the gallant bearing of 1'irst Lieut. Charles
Brewer, adjutant; Second Lieut. Albert Upson, commanding Company
K, and Sergt. Jason Hud, commwanding Cowpany G. But all have done
their duty, and the unpleasant task is not mine to record any acts of
cowardice in the Nineteenth Olio Regimecut.

1 annex a list of killed, wounded, and missing.*

In this action we had killed 2 officers unud 13 enlisted men; total
killed, 15. Wounded, 2 officers and 56 enlisted men; total wounded,
58. Missing (supposed prisoners), 31 enlisted meu.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES F. MANDERSBON,
Magor, Commanding Nineteenth Regiment Ohio Volunteers.
Lient. W. H. H. SHERTS,
A. A, A. G., First Brig., Third Div., Left Wing,
Fourteenth Army Corps, Dept. of the Cumberland.

No. 154,

Report of Col. James P. Pyffe, Fifty ninth Ohio Infantry, commanding
Second Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, TEIRD DIVISION,
ARMY oI THE CUMBLULAND, LEFL WiNG,
Januwary 5, 1863,

JAPTAIN : 1 herewith tramsmit my veport of the operations of the
Seuond Brigade in front of Murfreeshorongh, where it arvived with the
balance of the left wing Devember 29, 15620 up to Junuary 3, 1863.

December 39, the brigade was ander irms in elose column of divisions
all day ; considerable firing in-the afternoon in the direction of the right
wing.

* Nominal lint omitted.
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December 31, the brigade was ordered across Stone's River.  Prior
to reaching the same, an order was received {rom General Crittenden to
countermarch the brigade, together with Swallow’s battery, in donble-
quick to the rear, as the train was attacked.  Passing quickly tinough
the woods, as the wagons had blocked up the road, we came out into
the open field beyond, and formed a line of battle, perpendicular to the
road, on the left,in a corn-field, througls which the rebels were seen lead-
ing off the train slowly, as the gronnd was soft.  Beyond the train, in
the same field, was abont a squadron of cavalry, guarded by rebels.

On our appearance the cuvalry bepan capturing itheir guard; one
escaped, one was killed. The rele) cavalry were drawn up in line across
the fleld, in the edge of the wouds,  Captain Swallow, who had managed
to get his battery through the obstructions expeditiously, soon had his
pieces in position, and opened fire on the rebel lines, whieh began dis-
persing, and were charged by a force of our cavalry, which had passed
down the road to the right of the train, doing excellent service. The
effect of the charge 1 could not see from where we were. Captain
Swallow now moved his pieces to & more elevated position, which com-
manded the country for a great distance, from whence he opened on
their scattered forces, driving themn out of view.

At this point an order was received from General Van Cleve to return
to the Third Division, and form on the right of the First Brigade in two
lines, to support it; that Colonel Harker wounld support my right. The
order was immediately comptied with; the division began advaneing
down the slope of the cedur ridge south of the road, passing Colonel
Harker’s on my right, beyeud the foot of the slope. After passing his
brigade, which did not move, my right flank became exposed, with
strong indications of a heavy force approaching in front, extending be-
yond my right flank. As we eontinued advaucing, I'sent three different
messengers by my aides, calling Colonel Harker's attention to my ex-
posed flank, and at length reported in person to General Van Cleve.
‘While doing this the Sixty-fifth Obie, which, it uppeared, had been
Iying down at the edge of the field, rose to their feet in the place where
a force was needed. Supposing it woeld remain there, I passed back
again to my position, to see the Sixty-fifth march by the right flank
back to Colonel arker’s left.  The firing in front of my first line, com
posed of the Frfty-niuth Ohio and Forty fourth Indiana, was getting to
be heavy, and the skirmishers, ranning in, reported a heavy force ad-
vancing through the woods, outHanking my right. Lieutenant Temple,
of my staff, was sent at onee to Licotenant-Colonel Dick with orders to
wheel bis regiment to the right, and place it in the woods to secure my
fiank. Before theorder reaclied hin the enemy appeared cowing through
the woods.

Seeing the force wonld huave to full back, 1 galloped to the battery and
ordered it to open fire to the tight of my flank into the woods, for the
purpose of checking and confusing the outflanking foree, to save my bri-
gade from the effects of the cross-fire, while falling back, as much as pos
sible. The order to tire was complied with instantly, the whole battery
opening several volleys in quick succession, and with decided effect, into
the woodds., while the eolumn feil back rapidly, the front line having sus-
tained irself pallantly until votflanked. The artillery came sately out of
the field nuder fire, Licutenant Buekwar, a gallant otficer, being shot
from his horse and badly wonnded just as he was passing out of the
tield.

After falling back trom the feld, the Thirteenth Ohio, under Major
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the low gronnd. We then went to tlie point near the ford, where the
artillery was stationed, and, while examining that, Major-General Rose-
crans arrived at the sawe point. Ibu few mowents a messenger from
the front arrived and reported o large force was being massed in front
of our lines. Colonel Beatty and myself immediately started to our
respective positions. I was shortly wet by Adjutant Holter, of the
Fifty-ninth Obio, with a report that the enemy were in motion, advane-
ing on our front. Sixteen regimental flags had been counted in one
column. Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. C. F. King was ordered to make report
of the facts to General Rosecrans immediately. Passing on to the
Eighty-sixth Regiment, it and Company A were ordered to strengthen
their position with rails.

Onply a short time elapsed when a tremendous fire indicated that the
attack bad fallen on Colonel Beatty'’s right. Another column, it ap-
peared, had crossed Stone’s Liver and participated in the attack, while
still apother was coming on Wy left, but for some cause its advance was
somewbat delayed. The wain column of attack moved diagoually across
the front of the wood, striking toward a wooded height on the bank of
the river where Captain Drury’s battery of artillery had been posted in
the morning, under the command of Lieutenant Livingston. The weight
of the column of attack fell first on the Bighth Kentucky and Fifty-first
Ohio in the front line. They stood gallantly for a few moments, but
were swept away. The enemy, still pushing on, received a heavy flank
and oblique fire from the Thirty-fifth, Forty-fourth, and Eighty-sixth
Indiana, and Thirteenth Ohio, The column next encountered the Nine-
ty-ninth Ohie, Twenty-first Kentucky, and Nineteenth Obio, which were
sucﬁessively borne backward, as were the Ninth and Eleventh Ken-
tucky.

In the mean time, after the giving way of our second line, and as
soon as our infantry had gotten out of she way, Lieutenant Livingston
opened upou them with his battery with good eflect. The enemy’s
artillery, following their cotumn, took position on the high ground to
the right of the wood, which commanded the field of battle, and, as
their infantry passed on, driving our right across the river, opened with
grape and capister. The Second Brigade, not being exactly in line of
their charge, held their ground until the column of attack had passed
our second line.

The brigade then fell back through the low ground, as directed (being
myself disabled, my horse having thrown and dragged me for a ghort
distance), and took position behind the buildings on the hill.

The artiilery, after the giving way of our lagt line of infantry, recrossed
Stone’s River. The column of attack, pushing on toward the ford, was
exposed to a severs flank fire from Colonel Grose’s force, together with
those of my brigade who had collected abont the buildings upon the
hill, and also to our artillery and the infantry that had taken position
on the opposite bank of the river; thus extending the fire around their
front to the left flank, encircling them on three sides. A eross-fire of
artillery and small-arms, delivered for a short time with terrible effect,
was £00 much for them, and their broken and discomfited columns turned
back upon their path, closely pursued by the troops which had rallied,
together with the fresh troops which General Rosecrans had ordered
up, taking a portion of the celebrated Washington Battery. This re-
pulse closed the operations in front of Murfreesborough, the Secoend
Brigade going into camp on the field for the night.

I canuot close this report without favorably noticing many of the
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officers and men of my command throughout the trying ordeal of 50
many days fighting. My acting assistant adjutant-general, C. F. King;
J. B Temple, aide-de-camp; Capt. Charles A. Sheaf, provostmarshal;
Lient. Joseph Dancer, inspector, who was geverely wounded in the last
day’s fight, and Orderlies H. dJ. Higgins, E. D. Thomas, members of my
staff,ave entitled to much credit for their condnct on the feld. Cotonel
Williams, Lieutenant-Colonel Aldrich, and Joseph C. Hodges, adjutant,
of the Forty-fourth Indiana; Col. J.G. Hawkins (killed in the first day’s
tight while galtantly doing his duty); Major Jarvis, upon whom the
command devolved after the fall of Colonel Hawking, and Adjt. T. B.
George ; Lieutenant-Colonel Howard, Major Frambes, Adjutant Holter,
of the Fifty-ninth Ohio; Colonel Dick and Major Dresser, of the Eighty-
sixth Indiana (severely wounded in the engagement of the first day),
are deserving of particular notice.

Oolonel Hamilton, although unacquainted with military matters, was
present, assisting all in his power ; also Surgs. Martin Hays and Gor
don, with the assistance of the brigade band, in getting and attending
to the wounded, in which Gus. Penn was ghot dead, and Daougherty,
both of the band, badly wounded; for their good conduct they are
especially noticed. Lieutenants Kibler and Woods attracted my at-
tention Dy their gallantry while in command of the skirmishers on the
cedar ridge. I will also notice the gallantry and death of color-bearer,
Sergeant Wood, shot dead with the flag in his hand on the first day’s
fight; also of Nelson Shields, who seized the colors, and bore them
aloft, upon the fall of the color-sergeant, until wounded himself, when
e delivered them to Private Loyd; all of the Thirteenth Ohio. I also
notice Color-Bearers Benjamin Snellinger and Nathan Coffenberry, of
the Eighty-sixth Indiana, who were both shot down (the first killed
ipstantly, the latter mortally wounded) in the fight of the first day.
Both of these flags were lost. Y also notice the good conduct of Ser-
geants Ely and Thomas Hayden, of the Fifty-ninth Ohio, who, on the
Tast day’s fight, were raised in the air by a cannon ball plowing the earth
beneath their feet, and thrown violently to the earth.

1 recommend that William Brown, of Company B, Fifty-ninth Ohio,
who captured the prisoners above referred to, and Nelson Shields, of
the Thirteenth Ohio, who saved his regimental flag, ag proper persons
to receive, each, one of the medals ordered to be prepared by Congress
for those who particularly distinguish themselves in battle.

In closing this report, I wish also to tender my thanks to Maj. Liyne
Starling, adjutant-general on (teneral Crittenden’s staff, for words of
epcouragement and cheer to a portion of my command when hard
pressed on the cedar ridge in the first day’s fight; aond also to express
my gratitude to our commander-in-chief, General Rosecrans, for the
game favor st the place and about the same time.

All of which is respectfally submitted, together with the reports of the
different regimental commanders, appropriately marked, with a cor-
rected account of the killed, wounded, and missing, which foot up:
Officers killed, 4; wounded, 15; missing, 9. Enlisted men killed, 75;
wounded, 251 officers missing, 2; enlisted men, 166. Total, 513.*

JAMES P. FYFFE,
Colonel, Comdg. 2 Brig., 34 Div., Left Wing, 14th Army Corps.

Capt. E. A. OT18,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

* Bt see revised statement, p. 213.
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No. 155.
Report of Licut. Col. Simeon . Aldvich, Forty fowrth Indiana Infartry.

LEADQUARIERS TORTY-FOURTH INDIANA VOLUNTEERS
Canp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 5, 1’863.

DEAR SiR: it becones my duty to make a brief report of 2
ments before Muifreesborough. port of engage
~ We went into fhe field on December 31, 1862, with 316 men, officers
included. We took our pesition, by your order, in brigade on the right.
and marched in line of Lattle through an open field south of tha pikv:
In passing through this field we discovered the cnemy making o flank
movement on our right, in a woolt bordering upon the field. Tutelli-
gence was conveyed to you, and, as I understand, by you to our division
cowmander. We made a stand at the edge of the wood in our frout
but were soou ordered to advance, which we did. '

After entering the woods our skirmishers were ordered in, as the line
of the enemy was in sight. We still advanced to withiv, as near as 1
could judge, 100 yards of their line, and opened fire. They replied, and
advanced their line; at the same time the flanking force opened & gajlling
cross-fire upon us. We held the position as long as we could do so with-
out sacrificiug our whole regiment; we then fell back to onr battery und
formed line of battle. We were erdered by Geucral Van Cleve to remain
here till farther orders. ‘We soon bad orders from you to join the brigade
at_the vight, which we did. Here we formed o new line, and rewmained
till some time in the night, when we were erdered to march to the left
again, where we remained through the night.

Permit me to pass over occurrences not important, for want of room.
to January 2, when we were in line of battle on the left. Aboat 4 p.1n.
the enemy was discovered to be advancing. I received orders from youn
to fall back to low ground, if it was found we could not hold our posi-
tion. The enemy attacked on our right; Seventy ninth and Thirty-fifth
Indiana engaged, and held their position firm for some time, In the
mean time I direeted my fire at right oblique. Theenemy pressed on, and
the Thirty-fifth and Seventy ninth guve way. I still held my men and
kept up the five till the enewy had passed by us ou the right; and then
gave orders to fall back, which we did, o a rail fence. Then we rallied
again, and gave thew a cross-fire; but they still advancing made it nec-
essary to fall back to the ground you desiguated. I gave the command
and we fell back to the bailding on the Lill. Here Adjutant Hodges
and myself, together with other officers, succeeded in rallying a la.?ge
force, together with our regiment, and opeued a destructive cross fire on
the enemy, which soon had its effect upon their cxtreme left, and assisted
{;:3; much in their final repulse. We followed them till ordered to fall

I must here mention that at the first rally at the rail fence was the la
seen of Colonel Wilkams. 1 suppose him) to be taken pl‘isone?. 01:?:
loss, as it stands uow, is 56 wounded. 10 killed, and 47 missing.*

I must make mention of some ofiicers and men that acted with great
bravery: First is our colonel, William C. Williams. Adjt. Joseph C.
Hodges was among the most efficient and brave; Acting Lieut. Joseph
W. Burch, Company A ; Licutepants Gunsenhouser and Thomas, Com-
pany F ; Getty and Murray, Company B; Wilson, Conipany K; Hil-
debrand, Company E; acting lientenants, Company {i; Lieutenants

* But see rvised statement, p. 213.
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which order was execured in excellent style until thp enemy, biy his ter-
rible discharges of musketry and artillery and the weight of his columna,
bore down and threw into disorder our whole lines, when we were thrown
back in confusion, but succeeded in again rallying our line at a fence in
our rear; but all in vair, for no human power of our strength could
withstand such a force.

But about that time the scene was destined to change. Our artillery
and musketry opened upon their advaneing rauks and columns with
fearfal destruction, but still he moved steadily forward. At that time
every officer in my command seemed aroused to a sudden sense of duty,
and dashed in to rally what he could for a grand stand, without refer-
ence to a general rallying of the regiment, and went into this terrible
battle, Major Frambes taking command of one wing, Adjutant Holter
of another, and each officer with all he could gather; and at that time the
fight became terribly fearful, and the enemy was turned and thrown
into complete confusion, and was driven, with awful slanghter, from the
field. And I am proud to say that every officer and soldier in my
command did his whole duty, and we gained, on that day, a magnificent
vietory.

Wejlrost, during the several battles from December 31 to January 3,
in killed, 3; wounded, 37, and we had 45 missing, very few of whom
were captured by the enemy, many of them being ordered to guard the
train to Nashville.

My command in the several battles captured 56 prisoners, among whom
were 1 captain and 1 lieutenant. We commenced these battles with 291
officers and soldiers, and we have now for daty 206 officers and men. I
had 2 officers wounded and there are 2 missing. It is due to my com-
mand to state that ope part of them assisted in taking the battery which
was captured.

T cannot close this report without awarding due praise to my officers,
and in doing this I must name them here, 5o that the world may know
who have actually played & prominent part in these splendid victories
before Murfreesborough, that must electrify the world, und cause every
true Union man’s bheart to thrill for joy. Ican, under all circomstances,
rely upon Major Frambes, who was everywhere present in the very hot-
test of the battle, fearless of his own safery. He deserves his country’s
praise. Adjutant Holter, amid showers of bullets, carried wy every
order to any part of the feld, regardless of his own safety. Let his
country do him justice. Lieutenants Woods and Kibbler deserve to be
remembered by those who may live after them. Cap tains Vanosdol and
Sargent, and Lieatenants Stevens and Smith can be relied upon in any
emergency ; and it was traly a source of pleasure to me {o see Capt. L.
J. Egbert move steadily forward in battle. He deserves his country’s
honor. Lieut.John O’Connor, after being severely wounded in the hand,
bound it up himself, and he continued in command until night, at which
time he had his finger amputated, and was compelled to leave the field.
The name of such a patriot will live after him, Captain Hill was
geverely wounded in the face, and was compelled to rotire. A better
officer 1 do not want.

My surgeons, Drs. Hays and Gordon, have my sincerest thanks for
their prompt attention to the wounded.

Companies F, G, and B were commanded by Sergts. Jesse Ellis, Cohen,
Hawkins, and I-’i.iley, each of whom deserves a commission, because they
fairly earned them.

MY color-bearers did not allow their flags to trail in the dust, but
brought them safely from the fleld. Ina word, I am perfectly satisfied
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with my whole command, and believe the Fifty-ninth Ohio Volunteor
Infantry has, in those four terrible days, faithfully discharged its duty,
and degerves the country’s admiration and esteem.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM HOWARD,
Fieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Fifty-ninth Regt. Ohio Vol. Infantry.
JAMES P. FYFFE,
Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade.

No. 159,

Report of Col. Samuel W. Price, Twenty-first Kentucky Infuntry, com
manding Third Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD BrIcADE, THIRD DIVISION,
LEFT WING, FOURTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Januvary 6, 1863,

S1r: I have the honor to submnit the following report of the part the
Third Brigade, which T command (composed of the Fifty-first Ohio,
Bighth and Twenty-first Kentucky, Thirty-fifth Indiana, and the Nine-
ty-ninth Ohio Infantry Regiments), took in the action near Murfrees-
borough since the 3lst nltimo:

On the morning of December 31, my brigade was ordered from the
position it held on the north of the Nashville and Murfreesborough
Railroad, across and on the east side of Stone’s River, crossing the river
at a ford about 1 mile below where the railroad bridge crosses it. At
the top of the hill, and about half a mile distant from the river, on the
east side, I formed my brigade on the left of the First Brigade, then
commanded by Col. Samuel Beatty. No sooner had I thus formed the
brigade than an order came from Brigadier-General Van Cleve, then
commanding the Third Division, for my brigade to cross the river at
the same ford, and for me to arrange it 8o as to overlook and command
the ford, I accordingly recrossed, and stationed the brigade on the crest
of the hill, the Eighth Kentucky Regiment on the right of the front line,
Third Wisconsin Battery {commanded by Lientenant Livingston} on the
left of the Bighth Eentucky, Fifty-first Ohio on the laft of the artillery,
and Thirty-fifth Indiana Regiment on the left, of the Fifty-first Ohio,
The second or rear line was formed by the Twenty-first Kentucky and
Ninety-ninth Ohio Regiments, Twenty-first Kentnclcy on the right, and
the Ninety-ninth Ohio on the left.

During the entire day severe fighting was going on with the right
wing and the center. The Dbattle-field was perfectly visible from the
position I held, and although frequently in range of the eremy’s cannon,
and exposed at times to their bursting shells and solid shof, the men
and officers of my command were perfectly cool and composed, and
remained in ranks and conducted themselves a8 became seldiers and
officers.

Abount 2 p. m. 300 or 400 rebel cavalry appeared on the east and op-
posite side of the river, and made a dash at a number of Government
wagons containing camp equipage. Before they reached the wagons,
Lientenant Livingston, ever vigilant and prompt in the performance of
his duties, opened a shavp fire of artillery on them, killing 3 of them
and somewhat confusing the remuinder. Notwithstaoding, they suc-
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ceeded in starting off a number of the wagons ; but during their hasty
retreat the artillery disabled one of the wagous, thereby blockading the
road and siving the wagona in rear.

Expecting that au atlempt would be made afterward by the enemy
to cross the river, I detached the Eightl Kentacky as shiarpshooters, to
conmad (nuder cover of the bank) the ford, and prevent their success
in such an attempt. Afterward nothing unnusual oceurred on that day,
and my brigade remained iu stalu guo.

On the vext morning, January 1, T was ordered by Colonel Beatty
(who, by reason of General Van Cleve baving been disabled by a shell
in thie action of the day previous, assumed command of the divisiou} to
station the brigade again on the easl gide of the river, which I accord-
ingly did, placing it balf a wile up and perpendicular to the river, in
two lines, Fifty-first Ohio on the right of the front line, Eighth Ken-
tucky in the center, and Thirty-fifth Tndiana on the left; also the Third
Wisconsin Battery was in the frout line, between the Eighth J entucky
and Thirty-fifth indiana Regiwents, the Twenty-first Kentucky and
Ninety-ninth Ohio forming the rear line, the Twenty-frst Kentucky on
the right and Ninety-ninth Ohjo on the left. During the day there was
heavy skirmishing in our frout, and occasionally bodies of cavalry ap-
peared in the distance in frout of my commmand. Our artillery opened
on them at different times and dispersed them ; but after the firing
ceased they reappeared. At sundown our artillery was ordered back to
the rear, to the west side of the river.

The night was passed withont any interruption from the enemy, ex-
cept about 12 o'cloek there was very sharp firing on the skirmish line,
when one of the skirmishers, a private of the Thirty-fifth Indiana Regi-
ment, was killed.

On the morning of January 2, tbe Third Wisconsin Battery was
ordered np and occupied its former position. Through the day our
skirmishers reported at different times the appearance of rebel artillery
in our frout, and also of fifteen rebel infautry regiments that seemed to
pass toward our left, which wus promptly reported to the commander
of the Third Division, Celonel Beatty. The rebel artillery frequently
shelled the woods we oceupied, and Lilled a private of the Eighth Ken-
tucky, at the same time tearing the colors of that regiment in pieces.
In the skirmishing of the day a private of the Fitty-first Ohio was killed,
and one or two of the Eighth Kentucky and Thirty-fifth Indiana Regi-
ments wounded,

‘At 315 o'clock the rebels advanced in force through the corn-field
in our front, supposed to be a division. As they advanced to our skir-
mish live, Captain Bantoa, of the Eighth Kentacky, who was in com-
mand of the skirmishers of tbe Eighth Kentucky Regiment, was shot
and instantly killed. When they had advauced to within gou-ghot of
our }ine, the Fifty-tirst Ohio Regimnent, comnanded by Lieut. Col. R. W.
McClain; the Eighth Kentacky Regiment, commnauded by Lieut., Col. K.
May, and the Thirty-fitth Indiana Regiment, commanded by Col. B. I,
Maullen, poured into their ranks a deadly and effective fire, which seemed,
for a while, to stop their advancing eolumn, bat again they advanced
slowly, and here the battle raged desperately. The gallantey and cool-
ness there evinced by the officers and soldiers of the Filty-first Ohio,
Eighth Kentucky, and Thirty-fifth Tndiana Regiments deserve the
highest praise, and heartily do I attribute it to them.

After these three regiments had eontended with the enemy, far
superior in nombers to my command, for ten or twelve minutes, and
under a severe fire of three batterics of the enemy (uone on our side to
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regpond to them), and seeing that to oppose them further would only
end in the slaughter of my men, I ordered the front line to fall back in
order, which it did, as far as possible, and for the second or rear line
composed of the Twenty-first Regiment, commanded by Licut. Col. J.
C. E)’:tus, and Ninety ninth Ohio Legiment, commanded by Col. P. T
Swaine, to fire ou the enemy as they advanced.  Their line beiug broken
and confused by the tront line retiring, also was compelled, after a fow
vollays, to fall back. The officers and men of these two regiments also
deserve especial praise for their gallantry.

After crossing to the west side of the river, by the perseverance of
the officers a great number of the men were rallied and again retnrned
to the scene of action, and aided in the ultiwate defeat of the enemy.
All the line officers Lehaved with the greatest coolness and cournge
during the entire engagewment.

1 cannot omit to make honorable meution of a cirenmstance of the
scenes of the last day’s engagement, which reflects great eredit for the
daring bravery and coolness of the parties concerned. Corpl. I5. C,
Hockensmith, of the color guard of the Twenty-first Kentucky Regi-
ment, and who carried the colors that day, was confronted by a rebel in
the retreat, and was ordered, while on the bank of the rivel:, to surren-
der, to which be replied, “ Myself I will sarrender, but my colors never,”
at the same moment throwing them into the water. Sergt. J.T. Guny
Company B, of the same regiment, seized them and carried them safe]f
through the battle. Corporal Hockensmith escaped, and is safc.

I am indebted in the highest degree to the members of my staff, Lieuts.
John Clark, acting assistant adjutant-general, Carter B, Harrison, act-
ing assistant inspector-general, and Edward Noble, a.ide-de-ca.mfn for
their assistance, who at all times performed their duties with illgelli-
gence and zeal, and deserve cspecially the highest praise for valor and
efficiency during the action of the 2d instant.

The loss on both sides has been very heavy., My loss in killed is
small in propertion to the number wounded. The onemy’s loss, com-
pared with ours, was at least four to one. ’

1 am, with great respect, your cbedient servant,
5. W. YRICE,
Colonel, Comdg. 3d Brig., 3d Div., Left Wing, 14th Army Corps.
Capt. E. A. OTIs,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Third Division, Left Wing.

No. 160,
Report of Col. Bernard F. Mullen, Thirty-fifth Indiana Infaniry.

Hngrs. (Fmsu; Ir1sH} THIRTY-FIFTH REGT. INDIANA VOLS,
In the Field, near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January &, 1863.
w(%?q_r,gogmi] : I(Xll obe(tlienca to orders, 1 have the honor to report officially
ade headguarters the part my regiment took in ti tles sinca
o iy y regi 1 the battles since
On the morning of Deccnlber 31 last, my regi i i
mor er 31 last, wgiment moved with our bri
Fado(t,he Third) across Stone’s River, and took position on the extreme
oft of tho Lrigade, fronting east. We remained but a short time, whon
orders came to recross the river and establisl: my line, the right reating
npon the Fifty-first Ohio. When the liue was thus established, iy lef
39 R R-—VOL XX, PT I
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rested upon the hank of the river. When in this position the action
commenced on our right, and in an inereditly short space of time I found
hundreds of fugitives and numerous wagons and ambulances fleeing in
confusion, and attempting to ¢ross the river. Orders came from you
to arrest the flight of these fugitives, and to this end [ directed my men
to fix bayonets and halt the panic-stricken soldiers. To Capt. John P.
Duafficy, acting major, and Adjutant Scully I amm much indebted, as well
a8 the company officers, for energetic efforts to form the recusants into
line. Two small battalions were formed, and under an officer sent back
to the right of the line. The confusion was very great, and I feel as if
it was due to my officers and men to mention particularly the cool and
determined manner [in which] they brought order out of confusion.

A ghort time after the subsidence of the panic on the west side of the
river, I discovered a stampede arising amoong the teamsters who bad
crossed on the east side. An officer rode up and informed me that a
battalion of the enemy’s cavalry was abouat to charge apon and captare
the wagons—among them were two wagons belonging to the general-
in-chief-—and requesting me, if possible, to save them. Iinstantly put
the regiment in march to tbe ford, in order to meet the cavalry force.
On my road to the ford I was ordered by Acting Assistant Adjutant-
General Clark to form line again on the Fifty-first Ohio. 1 did so, and
saw the cavalry coming in full charge on the train. At this juncture ]
threw the left wing of the regiment baclk, and opened a severe fire on
the enemy, the battery on our right shelling him handsomely at the
same time. The resnlt was, the enemy remained but a little while, and
managed to get but a few of the rear wagons away with him,

On the morning of Janunary 1, our division {Third) recrossed to the
east side of the river. The lines were formed in the following order:
First line of our brigade consisted of the Fifty-first Ohio, Eighth Ken-
tucky, and Thirty-fifth [ndiana, the latter regiment being posted on the
extreme left of the brigade, and just Lehind a curtain of woodland. In
the rear of my regiment was the Ninety-ninth Ohio; on the left was the
Seventy-niuth Indiana. TIo the course of the day I fornished three com-
panies of skirmishers, (&, [, and E, under Captains Prosser and McKim.
Skirmishing was kept up all day. In the evening I relieved Companies
E, I, and G by sending out the other seven companies, under command
of Captain Dufficy.

At midnight the enemy undertook to drive in my skirmishers by a
vigurouns assault. Iam proud to report that in this they signally failed.
The line of skirmishers never gave au inch. On the confrary, in the
gallant ardor of the moment, they drove the enemy beyond his owu linc
and established the Thirty-fifth upon it. In this affair I lost 1 man
killed and 2 wounded. Captain Duffiey on the right, and Captain Crowe
upon the left of skirmishers, belaved with distingnished gallantry.

At daytight T found it vecess:ry to relieve the line of skirmishers, as
they had been all night and part of tle preceding day without rest or
nourishment. An order came from brigade headquarters for every
regiment to throw eunt in front of their owu line {wo companies of skir-
wishers., The skirmishers from my regiment were under command of
Capt, James McKim, a cool and daring officer.

All day of the 2d ipstant, skirmishing kept up heavy in the entire
front. Abont 2 p. w. a rebel batters opencd upou us and threw solid
shot and shell nutil 4 p. m., when the enemy, in force, advanced upon
us. I had directed my men to liec down and fix Layonets, and in wo
case to fire until I gave the word,  The skirmishing became very brisk,
und my skirmishers camo in, fell into line with the 1egiment, reporting
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to me the approach of an immense foree.  The enemy advaneed steadily
in colamn by regiment, en échelon.

When within a short distance of the line of the Fifty-first Olio and
Eighth Kentucky, the first brigade of the enemy came mto line, and
both parties opened a crashing fire of musketry. The enemy’s second
brigade cane up to the work, yelling—they were immediately in my
front. I considered it best to let them advance to within 30 or 40 puaces
of my line, as I believed they had no knowledge of iny position, before
I opened wy fire. When their right flank was immediately opposite
my line, I gave the order to rise and fire. With a deafeving cheer the
order was gallantly obeyed. A plunging volley staggered the advane-
ing columns, and before the enemy could recover his sUrprise my regi-
went had reloaded and commenced a well-aimed aund telling file fire.
The flash and rattle of my musketry gave informatiou to the battery in
my frout, which opened furicusly upon me. The close proxilaity of the
belligerent lines obliged the gunners to throw their shells to my rear
and solid shot to my extreme left. This accounts for the left wing suf-
fering so much more than the right. After twenty minutes of a mur-
derous fire from the enemy, and seeing that he was steadily advancing
upou the regiments on iy right and left, I called for the Nipefy-uninth
Ohio to come forward and sopport me. I intended to have tried the
virtne of the bayonet, according to the instructions of our much.
respected generalin-chief. Iregret very much tosay, after two appeals
to the Ninety-ninth Ohio, that regiment failed to come forward. The
right wing of tbe Seventy-ninth Indiana was now engaged, and the
whole of our brigade line on our right. Through all this tervible fire of
musketry and shell, I am proud to say not a single officer or man
flinched.

"The enemy seon pressed forward. In my rear the Ninety-ninth Ohio
had gone from the field. The Seventy-ninth Indiana then gave way
ander this terrific pressure. The regiments on my right, the Fifty-first
Ohio and Eighth Kentucky, were slowly retiring, and fighting heroic-
ally. At the end of forty-three minutes of a desperate and uneqgual con-
test, I found the enemy completely around wy flanks. To prevent a
useless destruction of life, or entire capture of my regiment, I gave the
order to retire. I was obliged to repeat it, and even then the brave
fellows complied reluctantly—many refused, and they were either killed
or captured.

On reaching the river, in our rear some 400 yards, I rallied the torn
ranks of my regiment. Here were the remaining fragments of the Fifty-
first Ohio, Bighth and Tweuty-first Kentucky, with some otber regi-
ments that I canuot now desiguate. A bold and determined fire wag
opened by this new-formed line. The enemy paused, fought, and then
4t last broke and fled, our men pursuing them with cheers and a heavy
straggling fire. So deafening was the musketry, 1 did not hear or know
a ringle piece of artillery was giving us any aid until I recached the crest
of the Lill in the wood upon vur right. The enemy made one stand
more on this hill; it was but momeutary, for our brave lads were npon
them, and they fled, never again to rally.

In my cfforts, agreeably to your orders, to ascertain what officer or
man particulirly distinguished himsclf for gallantry, or disgraced him-
self by cowardice, I asked a special report from officers commnuding
companies. L received but one report: They comuprnded a body of
beroes. My own observation goes to indorse the trothiulness of these
officers’ reports.  In the rush for the advanee, portinns of the Thirty.
fifth Indiana, Fitty first Olio, Righthand Twanty first Kentueky reacbed
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the enemy’s battery. The boys of the Fifty-first claim onc piece, their
comrades of the Thirty-fifth anotber. To do justice, I think your entire
brigade was freely represented in the capture of these pieces. Where
272 men stand unflinchingly, for forty three minutes, a combined fire of
musketry and artillery at close range, it is certainly hard to give to any
one a pre-eminence for gallantry. I bad but few officers with me; each
and every one had some peculiar tact of excellence, some one splendid
soldierly virtue.

In conclusion, I feel obliged to call attention to the splendid conduct
of my adjutant, John Scully. His escape was a miracle, freely expos-
ing himself, and cheering the men throughout the action to deeds of
valor. Serg. Maj. Robert Stockdale fought desperately, but coolly; he
deserves particular mention, not only for his conduct on this field, but
for the faithful and cheerful manner he has ever performed his duties,
To Dr. Averdick, my surgeon, I must acknowledge valuable services;
brave and defiant on the field, be is kind and attentive in the hospit.a,i
wards. (Quartermaster Igoe was on the field, attentive to the wounded,
using every effort to have them carefully transported to the rear. By
10 o’clock that night not a wounded man of the Thirty-fifth could be
found on the field. To Father Cooney, our chaplain, too much praise
cannot be given. Indifferent as to himself, he was deeply solicitous
for the temporal comfort and spiritual welfare of us all. On the field
e was cool and indifferent to danger, and in the name of the regiment
I thank him for his kindness-and laborious attention to the dead and

dying.
B. F. MULLEN,
Colonel Thirty-fifth Indiana.
Ool. 8. W. PRICE,
CQommanding Third Brigade.

No. 161.

Report of Maj. Green B. Broaddus, Bighth Kentuoky Infaniry, of engage-
ment january 2.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH KENTUCKY VOLUNTEERS,
January 26, 1863.
81r: 1 bave the honor to make the following report of the part taken
by the Bighth Regiment Kentucky Volunteers in the battle of January
2, near Murfreesborough :

On January 1 we took position near the creat of a hill, the Fifty-firat
Qhio being ou our right and the Thirty-fifth Indiana on our left. Noth-
ing of special interest oceurred until the morning of the 2d, when brisk
akirmishing began along the whole line, and continued until about 2
o'clock, when the enemy advanced with infantry and artillery. The
battle soon became general, and, the enemy pressing hard upon the
Fifty-firat Ohio, forced them to retire, giving the enemy an opportunity
to gain our right flank and rear, which they lost no time in accomplish-
iog. Both men apnd officers of my regiment fought with becoming
hravery, coolness, and determination nntil Banked on the right and left;
and, secing no chance to stay the onward course of the enemy, we retired
to the opposite side of the river just in time to save our capture.

Capt. John B. Banton, of Company IV, was killed early in the action,
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while gallantly commanding a line of skirmishers. We lost 7 killed on
the field, 7 officers wounded, 2of whom have since died ; 6% inen wounded,
12 of whom have since died, and 27 missing.

Very respectfully,
G. B. BROADDUS,
Mugor, Commanding Eighth Regiment Kentucky Volunteers.

Col. STANLEY MATTHEWS,
Commanding Third Brigade.

No. 162.

Report of Lieut. Ool. James C. Ewans, Twenty first Kentucky Infantry,
of engagement January 2.

HEADQUARTERS TWENTY-FIRST EENTUCKY VOLUNTEERS,
Near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 3, 1863,

Sir: In obedience to your orders, I took my position, with the rest of
the brigade, on Thursday morning (1st), on the Murfreesborough side of
Stone’s River, the Fifty first Obio, Eighth Kentucky, and Thirty-fifth
Indiana in the first line, running nearly north and south and fronting
east, and my regiment and the Ninety-ninth Ohio in the second Iine;
my regiment in rear of the Fifty-first, the Ninety-niuth in rear of the
Thirty-fifth. During that day nothing of importance occurred, save the
continual firing of the skirmishers,

On Friday (2d), Companies F and D, of my regiment, were ordered
out on the extreme left of the division, a8 skirmighers, and Company B
on the right, next to the river. During the fight of that day, Companies
Fand D did not come nnder my observation, but I am assured by Captain
Evans, who commanded the two companies, that the men behaved like
true soldiers. Special mention wag made of the coolness and bravery
of Lieut. Frederick Temple, commanding Company D). All the morning
the skirmishing continued. About 1 p. m. the rebel artillery commenced
throwing shells among us, greatly to our annoyance. At this time our
artillery was withdrawn to the opposite side of the river, to the astonish-
ment of all. 1t seems that our little brigade had been forgotien, or was
left there all alone to be sacrificed, in order to draw the enemy on, which
latter turned out to be the case.

Near 3 o'clock the rebel column advanced. Icould see Company B,
as they slowly fell back, fighting with the coolness and courage of vet-
erans. On they came, and when within 30 or 40 yards of our line the
Tifty-first and BEighth arose and poured into them a destructivo fire.
These two regiments fought like tigers—Ilonger, too, than eould have
been expected under the circnmstances. I, being interested in the fight
in front, failed to notice the rebels advancing around our right, until
they completely flanked us. By this time the Eighth and Fifty-first
were driven back, and I at once ordered my men to rise and fall back,
but to fight as they went, which they did.

We were driven back some 200 yards, to the bed of the river, where
I raliied my men, but was ordered by Colonel Beatty, who commanded
the division, to cross the river, and rally the men behind the batteries.
We crossed, but, owing to the firing of our artillery and the fresh troops
coming into line, my men were so scattered that it was impossible to
rally all of them together ; but I am glad to state that they all rallied
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upon cne regimeni or anotber, and aguin went in, and remained during
the fight. I have no cepsere for a single man of wy cowmand, but the
Lighest praise for 1hem all. 1 did vot see the Thirvty-tifth and Nivety-
ninth during the engagement.
My loss, o killed, wounded, and missing, was 55.
With the greatest respect, I remain, your obedient servant,
J. C. EVANS,
Ligut. Col. 1wenty-first Kentucky Vols., Comdg. Regt.
Col. 8. W. PRICE,
Commanding Third Brigade.

No. 163,
Report of Lieut. Col. Richard W. McQlain, Fifty-first Okio Infamtry.

Hpges. FIPTY-FIRST REGT. OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January ~, 1563.

CoLONEL : 1 have the honor to make the following report of the oper-
ations of the Fifty-first Regiment Obio Volunteer Infantry in front of
Murfreesborough daring the late engagement:

On our arrival at Stone’s River, on Monday evening, December 29,
1862, my regiment was ordered on picket duty, to take post to the left
of the pickets of General Wood’s division, where we remained until
Wednesday morning, December 31, when we received orders to rejoin
our brigade, which was then en route for the purpose of crossing Stone’s
River. After we had crossed over, the Fifty-first was agsigned its posi-
tion in the center of the first line of battle; the Eighth Kentucky ou
our right, and the Thirty-fifth Indiana Infantry on our left. Wehad not
heen in line of battle over half an hour, when I received orders to re-
cross the river and take position opposite the ford, where we remained
until 1 p. m., when the enemy’s cavalry, with two pieces of artillery,
made a dash at our hospital wagons, which had not yet recrossed.
Thereupon the Tifty-first was ordered to change position some 40 paces
to the rear, in order to open the way for one of our batteries to open
fire upon the enemy. We remained in that position until 3 p. m. The
enemy’s shot commenced falling among us, and we were again ordered
to change our position about 100 yards to the rear, and ont of range of
the enemy’s battery, where we remained during the night.

On Thursday morning, January 1, at 5.30 o'clock, I received orders
from Col. Samuel Beatty, then commaunding the Third Division, “to
take the Fifty-first Ohio and throw it across Stone’s River immediately;
then to deploy four companies as skirmisberr, holding the remaining
six companies as a ‘reserve;’” adding at the same time, * move your
regiment forward,” and he would throw additional forces to support me,
and, if pogsible, to accomplish this before it was clearly light, which was
done. Our line of skirmisbers had not advanced far before a spirited
fire was opened between them and the enemy’s line of skirmishers. In
a few minutes I received orders to ‘ halt the line of skirmishers and not
bring on an engagement,” which I did.

The siz companies of reserve were then ordered to take position on
the eminence on the right of the first line of battle, my right resting
near Stone’s River, while the Eighth Kentucky and Thirty-fifth Indiana
wrowd on our left. We immediately discovered a battery of the enemy
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about 1,200 yards in onr front, which T reported to Colonel Beatty, who
sent @ battery to the frout, posting two pieces to nry right and four
pieces to the left of the first line.  Our battery then opened fire on the
enemy, consisting of artillery, cavalry, and iufantry, who were posted
in the edge of the woods in front of us, the enemy feebly replying with
their artillery, their sharpshooters at the same time keeping up a brisk
fire on our line of skirmishers all day. Thus passed Thursday. In the
evening the four companies that were skirmishing were rehieved and
formed with the regiment, where we lay that night on our arms.

On Friday morning, at daybreak, the enemy’s sharpshooters opened
on us with increased vigor. Two companies of the Fifty-first were then
sent to relieve the front line of skirmishers. At about 12 m. the enemy
changed the position of their battery to the left of our front, and opened
a heavy fire on us at this elevated point, and, having got range of the
two pieces of artillery posted where we were stationed, our pieces had
to be withdrawn a short distance to the rear. The enemy’s line of skir-
mishers was then strengthened, aud drove our skirmishers back a short
distance, and gained possession of some buildings which our skirmishers
were unable to hold. Our line then rallied, drove the enemy from the
buildings, who set them on fire belore leaving them.

Between the bours of 1 and 2 p. m. we could distinctly see in the dis-
tance large bodies of infaptry forming in our front and moving to our
left, accompanied by artillery and cavalry. I immediately notified the
proper officers of the movements of the enemy. Soon thereafter we saw
large bodies of infantry forming in our front in line of battle, and moving
toward us. They advanced to within between 600 and 800 yards of our
front and halted, and commenced throwing down a line of fence run-
ning parallel to our line. T immediately directed Adjutant Nicholas to
report the fact, and he informed Major Starling of the enemy’s move-
ments, as well as the brigade and division commanders that the enemy
were in the act of attacking us. The enemy’s artillery was playing on
us up to this time, when it ceased, and their line of battle immediately
advanced, their center moving steadily, while their left was thrown
around to Stone’s River. After advancing in this manner to within
200 yards of our frout, they set up a most hideous yell, and charged upon
us in two lives of battle, closed in mass, while their skirmishers rallied
to their left.

At this period the eight companies of the Fifty-first were lying down,
with bayonets fixed, being partially protected by a depression of the
ground, the two companies of skirmishers still disputing the advanco
of the enemy’s left, which was in advance of their center, and moving
more rapidly, in order to get Letween us and the river, to outflank us.
When their line arrived within 60 yards of our front, so that we
could plainly see their breasts, 1 gave the command to rise and fire,
which was done, the enemy at the same time opening a terrific fire
upon us; their front line, nsing revolving rifles, kept up a continuous
fire, and advancing. Being pressed heavily, and our right forced back
and outflanked, the artillery baving been withdrawn previous to the
charge, we were compelled to fall back and cross the river, where I ral-
lied portions of the regiment under cover of our artillery, then recrossed
the river, and advanced with our colors and assisted in driving the en-
emy beyond our first position, capturing one piece of artillery belonging
to the Wasbington Battery, our colors being the first to wave over the
gun. It heing dark, and the enemy driven from the field, we were
ordered to seek quarters for the night.

The following is a list of the killed, wounded, and missing in the reg.
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