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LEFT WING.
Maj. Gen. THOMAS L. CRITTENDEN.

FIRST (LATE S1XTH) DIVISION.

51.; Brig. Gen. THoMAS J. WooD.
2.) Brig. Gen. MiLo 8. HaASCALL,

Firit (late Fifteenth) Brigade.

él.) Brig. Gen. MiLo 8. HasCALL.
2.} Col. GEORGE P, BuELL.

Seoond (late Twenty-firet) Brigade.
Col. GEORGE D. WAGNER.

15th Indiana, Lieut. Col. Gustavas A

100th Xllinois, Col. Frederick A. Bartleson. Wood.

58th Indiana ; 40th Indians :
Col. George P, Buell. Col. John W. Blake.
Lient. Col. James T. Embrue. Lieut. Col. Eline Neff.

3@ Kentaoky: Maj. Henry Leaming.

Col. 8Bamusl McKee, 57th Indiana:
Maj. Daniel R. Collier. Col. Cyrue C. Hinea.

2%th Ohio, Capt. William H. Squires. Lieut. Col. George W. Lennard,
Capt. Jokn 8. McGraw.

97th Ohio, Col. John Q. Lane,

Third (late Twentisth) Brigads,
Col. CHARLES (3. HARKER.

Glst Indiana, Col. Abel D. Bireight.
73d Indiana, Col. Gilbert Rathaway.
13th Michigan, Col. Michael Shoemaker,
64th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Alexander McIlvain.
665th Qhio:

Lieut. Col. Alexander Cassil.

Maj. Horatio N. Whitbeok.

Artillery. "
Maj. SEYMOoUR Race.

8th Indiana Battery, Lieut George Estep.
10th Indiana Battery, Capt. Jerome B. Cox.
6th Ohio Battery, Capt. Cullen Bradley.

BECOND (LATE FoURTH) DIVISION.
Brig. Gen. JoRN M. PAILMER.

First (lats Twenty-sccond) Brigade. Second (late Nineteenth) Brigade.

Brig. Gen. CHARLES CRUFT. Col. WiLL1aM B. Hazen,

31st Indiana, Col. John Osborn. 110th Iilinois, Col. ‘Thomas 8. Casey.

lst Kentucky, Col. David A. Enyart. : 9th Indiana, Col, William H. Blake,
20 Kentucky, Col. Thomas D, Sedgo- ! 6th Kentucky, Col. Walter C. Whita.

wick, Ler.
90th Okio, Col. Isaac N. Ross. 41st Ohio, Lieut. Col. Aquila Wiley.

* The Eighth Battery was attached to the First Brigade, the Tenth Battery to Beo-
ond Brigade, and the Sixth Battery to the Third Brigade,
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Third (late Tenth) Brigade.
Col. WILLIAM GROSE.

84th Illinois, Col. Louis H. Waters.
36th Indiana:

Maj. Isazc Kinley.

Capt. Pyrrhus Woodward.
23 Kentucky, Maj. Thotnas H. Hamriok.

Gth Ohio, Col. Nicholas L. Anderson.

24th Ohio:

Col. Frederick C. Jonea.

Maj. Henry Terry.

Capt. Enoch Weller.

Capt. A. T. M. Cockerill.

Artillery.
Capt. WiLLIam E. STANDART.

lat Ohio, Battery B, Capt. William E S8tandart.
1st Okioc, Battery F':
Capt. Dantel T. Cockerill.
Lieut. Norval Oshurn.
4th United Siates, Batteries H and M, Lieut. Charles C. Parsons.

THIRD (LATE FI¥TH) DivisioN.

{1.) Brig. Gen, HoraT10 P. VAN CLEVE.
(2.) Col. SamMUEL BEATTY,

First (late Eleventh) Brigade.

(L; Col. SAMUEL BEATTY.
(2.} Col. BERJAMIN C. GRIDER.

Seoond (late Fourtsenth) Brigads.
Col. JaAMES P. FYr¥FE.
44th Indiana:

79th Indiana, Col. Frederick Knefler. Col. William C. Williams.
9th Kentucky : Lieot. Col. Simeon C. Aldrich,
Col. Benjamin C. Grider. 86th Indiana, Lient. Col. George F. Dick.
Lieut. Col. George H, Cran. 13th Qhio:

Col. Joseph . Hawkins.
Maj. Dwight Jarvis, jr.
59th Ohio, Lieut. Col. William Howard.

11th Kentucky, Maj. Eraamus L. Mottiey.
19th Ohio, Maj. Charles F. Manderson.

Third (late Twenty-third) Brigads,
Col. BaMUEL W. PRICE.

35th Indiana, Col. Bernard F. Mullen.
8th Eentucky:
Lieut. Col. Renben May.
Maj. Green B. Broaddus,
21st Kentucky, Lieut. Col. James C. Evans.
Slat Ohio, Lieut. Col. Richard W. MeClain.
99th Ohio:
Col. Peter T. Swaine.
Lieut. Col. John E. Cummins,

Ariillery,
Capt. GEORGE: R. SwaLLow,

7th Indiana Battery, Cagt. George R. Swallow.
Pennsylvania, Battery B (20th), Lieut. Alanson J. Stevens.
3d Wisconsin Battery, Lieut. Cortland Livingston.
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fire. Then, by your order, I changed position, moving by the left flank
a distance of 200 yards. It was a terrible struggle, but the terrific fire
to which the enemy was exposed for an hour compelled his lines to break
and retire in disorder. At this juncture my men were ordered to charge
the enemy, which they did with alacrity, halting not until darkness put
an end to the pursuit. Capt. J. H. King, of Company G, was killed in
this last engagement while yallantly encouraging his men at the barri-
cade, He died nobly, bravely. .

Our loss, colonel, in this series of engagements, is as follows:*
Killed, 25; wounded, 91; missing, 18. Total loss in killed, wounded,
and missing, 134. i i

in concluding my report to you, eolonel, I wish again to call your
attention to the bravery and gallant conduct of both the officers and
men of my regiment, and to thank them for their noble conduet and
bearing throuzghout all the trying scenes from December 28 to January
3. They are worthy of immortal honor. ) )

Too much cannot be said in praise of the glorious dead. Captains
Shultz and King still live with us, though their bodies molder in the
earth. The enemy enconntered no braver or truer spirits in those trying

battles. )
How sleep the brave who sink to rest,
By all their country’s wishes blessed!

1 am, colonel, with great respect, your most obedient servant,
PYRRHUS WOODWARD,
Captain, Comdg. Thirty-sizth Regiment Indiana Volunteers.
Col. W, GROSE,
Commanding Third Brigade.

No. 140,
Report of Maj. Thomas H. Hamrick, Twenty-third Kentucky Infantry.

HEADQUARTERS TWENTY-THIRD KENTUCKY INFANTRY,
Camp in front of Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 5, 1863.

Sir: I hereby beg leave to make my report of the part taken by the
Twenty-third ]zentﬁcky Infantry in the two battles before Murfrees-
borough, December 31, 1862, and January 2, 1863: . _

On December 26, 1862, we left our eamp, near Nashville, with 282
men, and took up our line of march with the brigade, under the com-
mand of Col. William Grose, in the rear of the sixth Olu_o. Halted near
La Vergne at dusk, where we bivouacked during the night.

On the morning of the 27th, my regiment was detailed as guard to
General Palmer’s division train. At night we took up our position with
the brigade. . )

On the 28th (Sunday), we moved to the front with our brigade, and
were placed as reserve to the Eighty-fourth Illinois. .

On the 20th, we moved forward, crossed Btewart’s Creek, waist-deep,
and followed the Eighty fourth Illinois in line of battle. Remained in
front all night with the brigade.

On the 30th, I was ordered forward some 400 yards, to sapport Par-
sons’ (regular} battery, on the right, where we remained until dark,

* Nominal list omitted.
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when we were relieved, and ordered some 400 yards to the rear and into
the timber, for rest.

On the 318t {(Wednesday), | was ordered to form in line on the left of
the Bixth Ohio, fronting the enemy’s battery in front, when, the fire
becoming heavy upon our right and rear, Colonel Grose ordered me to
change my front, which I immediatety did, facing the direction of the
enemy’s fire, when I was ordered to unsling knapsacks. I was then
ordered to move forward and support the Sixth Ohia, which I did, moving
as far as the skirt of the wood on my left, when General Palmer rode
up and ordered me to retire to the support of Parsons’ battery.

At this time the stampede from the right became general from the
woods in our front. I had some fear of being carried away with it, bat
found no difficulty in moving my men to the support of the battery,
forming my right on the battery, and my left resting on the wood. The
enemy appeared on our front, and poured ip a galling fire upon us, with
the intention, it seemed, to charge the battery. Some regiment formed
upon my left, resting in the woods. The battery opened a cross-fire upon
the enemy, as did also my regiment and the one upon iny left, driving
him baeck in great confusion and with heavy loss. The battery retired,
when I was ordered to change my frout and form behind a ledge of rocks,
and cause my men to lie down and await the approach of the enemy.
The enemy’s fire becoming very heavy, I was ordered to fall back with
my command to the railroad, in rear of the Twenty fourth Ohio, which
I did slowly and in good order.

After remaining there for some thirty minutes, I was ordered to move
forward and relieve the Twenty-fourth Ohio, whose ammunition was
exhausted. This I did under a heavy fire from the enemy. That posi-
tion I held for fifty-five minutes, driving the enemy back with my superior
guns ander cover of the woods, when we were relieved and ordered to
the rear for ammunition.

At 5.30 p. m. I was again ordered to the front, when I took the posi.
tion in the wood, in front of the railroad, occupied by me before I was
ordered to the rear, which point I occupied until I was relieved, at 1 a.
m., when I was again ordered to the rear for refreshments and rest.

Ou January 1, I was ordered to the rear and center of Van Cleve’s and
Wood’s divisions, where I remained until 12 m., when I was ordered to
cross the river to our left, where I remained until 2.30 p. m., when I was
ordered to recross the river and go into camp for a pight’s reat.

On January 2, I was again ordered with the brigade to cross the river,
when Colonel Grose ordered me to take a position behind a fence, on
the extreme front and left. 1 threw out three companies as skirmish-
ers. I remained in position antil 3.20 p. ., when the enemy appeared,
driving back the forces on my right. The Fifty-ninth Ohio broke and
ran across my front, and some of them over my men, who were lying

" behind the fence in line. I saw that the enemy were driving back the

forces upon my right, so I changed my front and opened upon him. I
bad no sconer done so than a battery opened upon my left with grape,
and at the sawe time a fire of small arms was opened upon my left and
rear, placing me within a cross.fire, I then attempted to move my men
back to the brigade, when some stragglers raised the cry, “ We are sur-
rounded,” and I found it was impossible to keep my men in order. They
then fell back in confosion. I succeeded in rallying most of them in
the woods on the left of the brigade. The balauce, with a few exceptions,
rallied and returned.

The enemy was then driven back with heavyloss. T then moved for-
ward beyond my original position, keeping open a heavy fire upon him.
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When we halted we were 500 yards in advance and to the right of our
original position,and occupying the ground of our former picket line,
which position we held until dark, when, being relieved, we returned
to our position occupied Lefore the engagement, having lost in the two
days’ engagements 8 killed, 51 wounded, and 22 missing.

Chaplain William H. Black deserves especial praise for the manner
in which he acted, being always at his post, and rendering aid and com-
fort to the wounded, both while the fight was going on and during the
two succeeding nights. Dr. A. M. Morrison also deserves great praise
for his kirdness and attention to the wounded at all hours, day and
night.

My officers, line and staff, acted with great coolness and bravery,
with a few exceptions, which I cannot particularize in this report,

I have the honor to rewain, your most obedient servant,
THOMAS H., HAMRICK,
Major, Commanding Regiment.
Capt. R. SOUTHGATE
Acting Assistant Aoyutmzt- General, Third Brig., Second Div.

No. 141,
Report of Ool. Nicholas L. Anderson, Sizth Ohio Infantry.

NASEVILLE, TENN., January 7, 1863,

CoLONEL : In accordance with orders from headguarters, I have the
honor to make the following report of the part taken by the Sixth Regi-
ment Ohio Velunteers in the late series of battles, beginning on the
morning of December 31 :

At abont 8 8. m. on that day we were drawn up in line of battle in the
open fleld to the north of the burnt brick house, and to the west of the
cedars, while Ronsseau’s division filed by ua to get position. Searcely
had the rear of that column passed when heavy firing was heard to our
right, coming from the cedars and approaching rapidly. I was ordered
with my regiment into the woods. 1 immediately changed front and
advanced some 200 yards, when I saw our troops flying in wild disorder,
and hotly pursued by the enemy. I formed my line and awaited the
escape of our men and the nearer advance of the enemy. In a few
moments & terrible fire was opened on us, scarce 100 yards distant, from
& rebel line apparently four deep. This fire we returned, and a dread-
ful carnage ensued on hoth sides. Finding myself hotly pressed, I had
determined on a charge, and the order was already given to fix bayonets,
when 1 saw my regiment flanked almost completely on both sides by
two rebel regiments., I gave the order to fall back, firing. As soon as
we reached the edge of the woods, Lieutenant Parsons, of the Fourth
gRegular) Artillery, opened on the enemy with terrible effect, and I re-

ormed my line bekind his gnas, baving held my position against tre-
mendous odds, but with great sacrifice, for forty minutes.

I then replenished my ammunition, and was soon after ordered to
throw my regiment diagonally across the Murfreesborough pike and
hold that position. This I did, under a destructive fire and with much
loss, daring the rest of the day and until midunight, when I was relieved
by the Twenty-fourth Ohio, and took my regiment a short distance to
the rear.

During January 1, my regiment was moved from one place to another
as the plan of the battle required, but did not get into any general action.
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On ¥riday, the 2d, my regiment wus ordered with the brigade across
the river, and placed in position on a slight eminence to the rear of and
a8 a support to Van Cleve’s division.

All was quiet until abort 3.30 p. m., when a tremendens fire was heard
aloug our front, and whole masses of the enemy were hurled against
Van Cleve’s division, which soon gave way. The enemy came down
boldly, when I brought my regiment into action, simultaneously with
the Eighty-fourth Illinois, and weopened a severe cross-fire on the enemy.
For more than an hour we held the hill, and under our heavy fire, and
that of a battery from the other side of the river, the-enemy soon gave
way, and when re-enforcements poured in for us they were already in full
retreat.

We held our position without further molestation i1l Sunday morning,
when we were ordered across the river into camp, the enemy having re-
treated.

My regiment, both officers and men, behaved thronghout with energy,
courage, and discipline. The loss was 177 killed, wounded, and missing.
Among the former was Adjutant Williains, who fell cheering tnhe men
on, regardless of all personal dapger. Accompanying is a correct list
of the casualties.*

Respectfully,
N. L. ANDERSBON,
Colonel, Commanding Sixth Ohio Volunteers.
COolonel GRoSE,

Uommanding Tenth Brigades.

No. 142,
Eeport of Oapt. Armistead T. M. Oockerill, Twentyfourth Ohio Infantry,

HEADQUARTERS TWENTY-FOURTH OHIO REGIMENT,
January 6, 1863.

8ir: T have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken
by the Twenty-fourth Ohio Regiment in the recent battles before Mur-
freesborongh, Tenn., of December 31, 1862, and January 2, 1863:

Our regiment being one of the five regiments composing the Tenth
Brigade, commanded by Col. William Grose, of the Thirty-sixth Indiana
Regiment, nnmbered on the morning of December 31,1862, 314 enlisted
men aid 14 commissioned officers {Company A being detached, and was
not with the regiment), Col. Frederick C. Jones commanding, Maj. Henry
Terry acting lientenant-colonel, Capt. Enoch Weller acting major, Adjt.
H. Y. Graham, Capt. A. T. M, Cockerill, commanding Company D;
Capt. George M. Bacon, commanding Company E; Lieat. Charles R.
Harman, commanding dompany F'; Lieut. Benjamin J. Horton, com-
manding Company I; Lient. D. W. C. Wadsworth, commanding Com-
pany C; Lieut. William C. Beck, Company (}; Lient. Jacob Diebl, com-
manding Company H; Lieat. August Draeger, Company H: Lieut.
John Acker, commanding Company @&, and Lieut. Isaac N. Dryden,
commanding Company B.

Early in the morning of the 31st ultimo heavy artillery and musketry
firing was distinctly heard on our right, and as the sound neared onr
position it was evident that our forces were falling back, and our posi-
tion in danger of being flanked, when onr front was immediately changed

*Embodied in revised statement, p. 213.
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At the same time Colonel Grider, bearing the colors of the Ninth Ken-
tucky Volunteers, crossed with another party, and these flags, with two
belonging to other regiments, rullied under their {olds an indiscriminate
mass of men and officers of the Third Division, which, supported by fresh
troops that had been ordered to the conflict, drove baek, in terrible coun-
fusion, the columns of the eremy, victorious but a moment before. The
colors of the Nineteenth Olio and Ninth Kentucky were placed on three
pieces of the enemy’s artillery, which were captured and brought into
our lines by squads composed of the different regiments and brigades of
the division. After this magnificent scene of individual heroism, the
different detachments of the regiment formed on the same ground we
seeupied in the morning, and bivouacked that night.

Again we have to regret the loss of brave officers and ren. Capt.
Urwin Bean, of Company E; First Lieut. Job D. Bell, commanding
Company C, and Sergt. Maj. Lyman Tylee were killed while gallantly
performing their duties. First Lieut. Aurora C. Keel, of Company F,
was severely wounded; Second Lieat. William A, Sutherland, of Com-
pany H, slightly. Capt. William H. Allen, of Cormpany F, rendered
most valnable and efficient aid as a field officer. All the line officers
vied with each other in deeds of courage. ‘

[ wish particularly to note the gallant bearing of JPirst Lieut. Charles
Brewer, adjutant; Second Lieut. Albert Upson, commanding Company
K, and Sergt. Jason Hurd, commmanding Company G. Butall bave done
their duty, and the unpleasant task i8 not mine to record any acts of
cowardice in the Nineteenth Olio Regiment.

1 annex a list of killed, wounded, and missing.*

In this action we had killed 2 officers and 13 enlisted wen; total
killed, 15. Wounded, 2 officers and 56 enlisted men; total wounded,
b8. Missing (supposed prisoners), 31 enlisted men.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES F. MANDERSON,
Major, Comnianding Ninetecnth Regiment Ohio Volunteers.
Lient. W. H. H. SHEETS,
A. A A, G, First Brig., Third Div., Left Wing,
Fourteenth Army Corps, Dept. of the Cumberland.

No. 154.

Report of Col. James P. Fyffe, Fifty-ninth Okio Infantry, commanding
' Second Brigads.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRI1GADE, THIRD DIVIsioN,
ArMY o THE CUMBLELLAND, Lyt WiNg,
January 5, 1863.

JAPTAIK : | herewith transmit my report of the operations of the
Seceond Brigade in front of Marfreesborongh, where it arrived with the
balance of the left wing December 29, 1562, up to January 3, 1863.

December 30, the brigade was ander arms in cluse column of divisions
all day; considerablle firing in-the afternoon in the direction of the right
wing.

* Nominal list omitted.
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December 31, the brigude was ordered ueross Stone’s River, Prior
to reacling the same, an order was received from Geueral Crittenden to
countermarch the brigade, fogetler with Swallow’s battery, in double-
quick to the rear, as the train was attacked. Passing quickly through
the woods, as the wagons liad blocked up the road, we came out into
the open field beyond, and formed a line of battle, perpendicular to the
road, on the left,in a coru-tield, through which the rebels were seen lead-
ing off the train slowly, as the grouud was soft. Iieyond the train, in
the same fleld, was about a squadron of cavalry, guarded by rebels.

On our appearance the cavalry bepan capturing their guard; one
escaped, one was killed. The rebel cavalry were drawn upin line across
the field, in the edge of the woods.  Captain Swallow, who had managed
to get his battery through the obstructions expeditiously, soon had his
pieces in position, and opened fire on the rebel lines, which began dis-
persing, and were charged by a force of our cavalry, which had passed
down the road to the right of the train, doing excellent service. The
effect of the charge I could not see from where we were. Captain
Swallow now moved his pieces to o more elevated position, which com-
manded the country for a great distance, from whenee he opened on
their scattered forces, driving thewmn out of view.

At this point an order was received from General Van Cleve to return
to the Third Division, and form ou the right of the First Brigade in two
lines, to support it; that Colonel Harker would support my right. The
order was immediately complied with; the division began advancing
down the slope of the cedur ridge south of the road, passing Colonel
Harker’s on my right, beyood the foot of the slope. After pasging his
brigade, which did not move, my right flank became exposed, with
strong indications of a heavy force approaching in front, extending be-
yond my right flank, Aswe continued advancing, I sent three different
messengers by my aides, calling Colonel Harker's attention to iy ex-
posed flank, and at length reported in person to General Van Cleve.
While doing this the Sixty-fifth Ohio, which, it uppeared, had been
lying down at the edge of the field, rose to their feet in the place where
a force was needed. Supposing it wounld remain there, I passed back
again to my position, to see the Sixty-fifth march by the right flank
back to Colonet Harker's left. The firing in front of my first line, com
posed of the Fifty-ninth Ohio aud Forty-fourth Indiana, was getling to
be heavy, and the skirmishers, running in, reported a heavy force ad-
vancing through the woods, outflanking my right. Lientenant Temple,
of my staff, was sent at once to Lientcnant-Colonel Dick with orders to
wheel his regiment to the right, and place it in the woods to secure my
flank. Before the order reached hin 1hie coemy appeared coming throngh
the woods.

Seeing the force wonld have to fall back, 1 galloped to the battery and
ordered it to open five to the right of my flank into the woods, for the
purpose of checking and confusing the outflanking force, to save my bri-
gade from-the effects of the cross-fire, while falling back, as much as pos-
sible. The order to fire was complied with instantly, the whole battery
opening several volleys iu qnick suceession, and with decided effect, into
the woods, while the column fell hack rapidly, the front line having sus-
tained jtself gallantly until outflanked, The artillery came safely cut of
the field under fire, Licutcnant Bnekuar, a gallant officer, being shot
gmlﬁ] his horse and badly wounded just as he was passing out of the

eld,

After falling back frow the fiekl, the Thirteenth Ohio, under Major
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Jarvis, and part of the Eighty-sixth Indiana, Lientenant-Colonel Dick
was formed near the road, the Forty-fourth being placed nu duty else-
where, and ordered to move up the road to meet the force that hLad fol-
lowed from the field, which was represented advancing. Coing in
advance of the force, I found the Fifty-ninth Ohio, under Lieutenant-
Colonel Howard and Major Frambes, hotly contesting the celar ridge and
hard pressed, their left flank being exposed, encouraging the men to
bold ou, and they should have help immediately. The force following
me was burried up. The remnant of the Thirteenth Ohio, though sadly
repressed by the death of the gallant and loved Colonel Hawkins, shot
dead on_the field, answered the command to go forward with a cheer,
and got into line on the left, opening fire just as a regiment on the right
of the Fifty-ninth marched to the rear, leaving my right flank agaip
exposed, which the enemy were not slow to perceive, and began taking
advantage of. Borely annoyed, I crossed theroad and asked the officer
in command, whom I do not know, what it meant. He said he had been
ordpred back, but on my representations he immediately marched hig
regiment up again delivering a heavy fire a8 he reached the crest of the
ridge. 1 then omiered the whole line to charge, which was gallantly
doue with a cheer, the enemy being driven from the crest of the ridge
down the southern slope and back across the field.

Ove of the skirmishers, William Brown, of Company B, Fifty-ninth
Ohio, met me on the edge of the ridge, marching back through the line
at the head of 28 prisoners, besides 2 officers (lieutenants) he had cap-
tured in a sink-hole. Many other prisoners were captured by the See-
ond Brigade, amounting to 60, as near a3 can be ascertained.

After the enemy was repulsed, as stated, there was no more fighting
on this day by the left wivg, General Van Cleve turning over the com-
mand of the division to me, he having been wounded, Colonel Beatty
being on duty elsewhere.

January 1, crossed with the brigade over the river, where the Second
Brigade was placed on the left of the First, in an open field in rear of
a belt of timber on a ridge, the Torty-fourth Indiana and Thirteenth
Okhio in the front line, with the Thirty-fifth and Seventy-ninth Indiana
on their right, the Fiity-ninth Ohio and Bighty-sixth Indiana in reserve.
This arrangement left an open space on the left. On the frout line,
between it and a road running through a lane beyond the road, was an
open field nnoccupied by troops, except a line of skirmishkers from Colo-
nel Grose’s command. In the rear, toward Stone’s River, was a corb-
field, and behind the fence wag a Kentucky regiment, with their right
rasting on the lane, This left a gap between my left and their right of
about 500 yards ; thus the forces rested during the day, with sharp skir-
mishing in our front.

January 2, the skirmishing commenced early and was brisk through-
out the day, until about 3 ¢’clock, when the indications of an attack in
front becalue so threatening, a battery having been planted in the woods
on my left flank, that I ordered ny reserve into the front line, deflecting
the Eighty-sixth Indinna back, and placing them behind the fence across
the lane to sweep the open field in front of the Kentucky regiment.
Gompany A, of the Fifty-ninth Regiment, under Sergeant Carr, was
placed on the lett of the Eighty-sixth, connecting the two forces, which
gave them a cross-fire over the open field in front.

About 4 p. m. Colonel Beatty, commanding the division, came over
and was shown the disposition of the brigade, which he approved, sng-
gesting, in case we were compelled to fail back, we should do so throngh
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the low ground. We then went to the point near the ford, where the
artillery was stationed, and, while examining that, Major-General Rose-
erans arrived at the same point. In a few moments a messenger from
the front arrived and reported a large force was being massed in front
of our lines. Colonel Beatty and myself immediately started to our
respective positions. I was shortly wmet by Adjutant Holter, of the
Fifty-ninth Ohio, with a report that the enemy were in motion, advane-
ing on our front. Sixteen regimental flags had been counted in one
column. Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. C. F. King was ordered to make report
of the facts to Greneral Rosecrans immediately. Passing on to the
Eighty-sixth Regiment, it and Company A were ordered to strengthen
their position with rails.

Only a short time elapsed when a tremendous fire indicated that the
attack had fallen on Colonel Beatty’s right. Another columu, it ap-
peared, had erossed Stone’s Hiver and participated in the attack, while
still another was coming on my left, but for some cause its advance was
somewhat delayed. The main column of attack moved diagonally across
the front of the wood, striking toward a wooded height on the bank of
the river where (aptain Drary’s battery of artillery had been posted in
the morning, under the command of Lieutenant Livingston. The weight
of the column of attack fell first on the Eighth Kentucky and Fifty-firat
Ohio in the front line. They stood gallantly for a few moments, but
were swept away. The enemy, still pushing on, received a heavy flank
and oblique fire from the Thirty-fifth, Forty-fourth, and Bighty-sixth
Indiana, and Thirteenth Ohio. The column next encountered the Nine-
ty-ninth Ohio, Twenty-first Kentucky, and Nineteenth Ohio, which were
auccessively borne backward, as were the Ninth and Eleventh Ken-
tucky.

In the mean time, after the giving way of our gecond line, and as
soon as our infantry had gotten out of the way, Lieutenant Livingston
opened upon them with his Lattery with good effect. The enemy’s
artillery, following their colamn, took position on the high ground to
the right of the wood, which commanded the field of battle, and, a8
their infantry passed on, driving ourright across the river, opened with
grape and canister. The Second Brigade, not being exactly in line of
their charge, held their ground until the column of attack had passed
our second line.

The brigade then fell back through the low ground, as directed (being
myself disabled, my horse having thrown and dragged me for a shorl
distance), and took position behind the Puildings on the hill,

The artillery, after the giving way of our last line of infantry, recrossed
Stone’s River. The column of attack, pashing on toward the ford, waa
exposed to a severe flank fire from Colonel Grose’s force, together with
those of my brigade who had ecollected about the buildings upon the
hill, and also to our artillery and the infantry that had taken position
on the opposite bank of the river; thus extending the fire around their
front to the left flank, encircling them on_three sides. A cross-fire of
artitlery and small-arms, delivered for a short time with terrible effect,
was t00 much for them, and their broken and discomifited columns turned
back upon their path, closely pursued by the troops which had rallied,
together with the fresh troops which General Rosecrans had ordered
up, taking a portion of the celebrated Washington Battery, This re-
pulse closed the operations in front of Murfreesborough, the Second
Brigade going into camp on the field for the night.

I canuot close this report without favorably notiving many of the
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officers and men of my command throughout the trying ordeal of so
many days’ fighting. My acting assistant adjutant-general, C. F. King;
J. B. Temple, aide-de-camp; Capt. Charles A. Sheaf, provost marshal ;
Lieut. Joseph Dancer, inspector, who was severely wounded in the last
day’s fight, and Orderlies H. J. Higgins, E. D. Thomas, members of my
staff, are entitled to much credit for their condunet on the field. Colonel
Williams, Lientenant-Colonel Aldrich, and Joseph C. Hodges, adjutant,
of the Forty-fourth Indiana; Col. J. G. Hawkips (killed in the first day’s
fight while gallantly doing his duty); Major Jarvis, upon whom the
command devolved after the fall of Colonel Hawkins, and Adjt. T. B.
George ; Lieutenant-Colonel Howard, Major Frambes, Adjutant Holter,
of the Fifty-ninth Obio; Colonel Dick and Major Dresser, of the Eighty
sixth Indiana (severely wounded in the engagement of the first day),
are deserving of particular notice.

Colonel Hamilton, although unacquainted with military matters, was
present, asgisting all in his power; also Surgs. Martin Hays and Gor
don, with the assistance of the brigade band, in getting and attending
to the wounded, in which Gus, Penn was shot dead, and Dougherty,
both of the band, badly wounded; for their good conduct they are
especially neticed. Lieutenants Kibler and Woods attracted my at-
tention by their gallantry while in command of the skirmishers on the
cedar ridge. I will also notice the gallantry and death of color-bearer,
Sergeant Wood, shot dead, with the flag in bis hand on the first day’s
fight; also of Nelson Shields, who seized the colors, and bore them
aloft, upon the fall of the color-sergeant, until wounded himself, when
ke delivered them to Private Loyd; all of the Thirteenth Ohio. I alse
notice Color-Bearers Benjamin Snellinger and Nathan Coffenberry, of
the Eighty-sixth Indiana, who were both shot down (the first killed
instantly, the latter mortally wounded) in the fight of the first day.
Both of these flags were lost. I also notice the good conduct of Ser-
geants Ely and Thomas Hayden, of the Fifty-ninth Ohio, who, on the
last day’s fight, were raised in the air by a cannon ball plowing the earth
beneath their feet, and thrown violently to the earth.

I recommend that William Brown, of Company B, Fifty-ninth Ohio,
who captured the prisoners above referred to, and Nelson Shields, of
the Thirteenth Ohio, who saved his regimental flag, as proper persons
to receive, each, one of the medals ordered to be prepared by Congress
for these who particularly distingnish themselves in battle.

In closing this report, I wish also to tender my thanks to Maj. Lype
Starling, adjutant-general on General Crittenden’s staff, for words of
encouragement and cheer to a portion of my command when hard
pressed on the cedar ridge in the frst day’s fight; and also to express
my gratitude to our commander-in-chief, General Rosecrans, for the
same favor at the place and about the same time.

All of which is respectfully subwmitted, together with the reports of the
different regimental commanders, apprepriately marked, with a cor-
rected acecunt of the killed, wounded, and missing, which foot up:
Officers killed, 4; wounded, 15; missing, 2. Enlisted men killed, 75;
wounded, 251; officers missing, 2; enlisted men, 166. Total, 513.*

JAMES . FYFFE,
Colonel, Comdg. 2d Brig., 3d Div., Left Wing, 14th Army Corps.

Capt. E. A. O118,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

* But see revised statement, p. 213.
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No. 155.
Report of Lieut. Col. Simeon C. Aldrich, Forty-fourth Indiana Infantry.

HEADQUARTERS TORTY-FOURTH INDIANA VOLUNTEERS,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 5, 1863.

Drar Sir: It becomes my duty to make a brief report of engage-
ments before Murfreesborough.

We went into the field on December 31, 1862, with 316 men, officers
included. We took our position, by your order, in brigade on the right,
and marched in line of battle through an open ficld south of the pike.
In passing through this field we discovered the enemy making o flank
movement on our right, in & wood bordering upon the field. Iutelli-
gence was conveved to yon, and, as T understand, by you to our division
cowmmander. We made a stand at the edge of the wood in our front,
but were soon ordeired to advance, which we did.

After entering the woods our skirmishers were ordered in, as the line
of the enemy was in sight. Wae still advanced to within, as neur as I
could judge, 100 yards of their line, and opened fire. They replied, and
advanced their line; at the same time the flanking force opened a galling
cross-fire upon us. We held the position as long as we counld do so with-
out gacrificing our whele regiment; we then fell back to our battery and
formed line of battle. W were ordered by General Van Cleve to remain
here till further orders. We soon had orders from you to join the brigade
at the vight, whieh we did. Here we formed a new line, and remained
till some time in the night, when we were ordered {o march to the left
again, where we remained through the night.

Permit we to pass over oceurrences not important, for want of rooin.
to January 2, when we were in line of battle on the left. About 4 p. m.
the suemy was discovered to be advancing. Ireceived orders from yon
to fall back to low ground, if it was found we could not hold our posi-
tion. The euemy attacked on our right; Seventy ninth aud Thirty-fifth
Indiana engaged, and held their position firm for some time. In the
mean time I directed my five at vight obligue. The enemy pressed on, and
the Thirty-fifth and Seventy-ninth guve way. I still held my men and
kept up the fire til} the cnewy had passed by us on the right, and then
gave orders to fall back, which we did, to a rail fence. Then we rallied
again, and gave thew a cross-fire; but they still advanecing made it nee-
easary to fall back to the ground you designated. I gave the command,
and we fell back to the building ou the hill, Here Adjutant Hodges
and myself, together with other officers, succeeded in rallying a large
force, togethier with our regiment, and opeued a destructive cross fire on
the enemy, which soon had its effect apon their extreme left, and assisted
Eer{ much in their final repulse. 'We followed them till ordered to fall

ack,

I must here mention that at the first rally at the rail fence was the last
seen of Colonel Wilkiams. I suppose him to be taken prisower. Our
loss, as it stands uow, is 56 wounded. 10 killed, and 47 missing.*

I wust make mention of soe oflicers and men that acted with great
bravery: First is our eolonel, Williain C. Williams. Adjt. Joseph C.
Hodges was among the most eficient and brave; Aeting Lieat. Joseph
W. Burch, Company A ; Licutenants Gansenhouser and Thowas, Com-
bany I*; Getty and Murray. Company B; Wilson, Company K; Hil-
debrand, Company B; acting lientenants, Company G; Lieutenants

—_——— - [ —

* But wee ryvised statement, p. 213.
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Story, Company C; King, Company H, and Shell, Company D; Acting
Lieutenant Belknap, Company L. Color-Bearer Owen L. Shaw, Company
O, acted with distinguished bravery, and, with few exceptions, our men
and officers acted finety.
Many things I am obliged to omit, for want of room, and poor health.
I must, however, not ciose without giving our brigade commander high
praigse and credit for his coolness, bravery, and judgment upon those
eventful days.
I remain, sir, your obedient servant,
8. C. ALDRICH,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Forty-fourth Indiana Volunteers.
Colonel FYFFE,
Commanding Second Brigade, Third Diviston,

P. 8.—I wounld state that on December 31 I had my horse shot.

No. 156.
Report of Lieut. Ool, George F. Dick, Highty-sizth Indiana Infantry.

HpQgis. EIGHTY-SIXTH REGIMENT INDIANA VOLUNTEERS,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January b, 1863.

SIE : I have the honor to report as follows:

My command arrived in front of Murfreesborough at 8 p. m. Decem-
ber 30, 1862.

Oun the following morning the regiment nembered 368, rank and file.
About noon of December 31, with the brigade, we were marched in line
of battle across the Nashville turnpike road, about one-half mile south,
across an open field to the skirt of a heavy wood; in which the enemy
lay concealed in heavy force. My regiment was on the extreme right
of the brigade. We were halted behind a fence at the edge of the wood,
to await the arrival of troops to come up to support us on the right, who
failed to come. Our right was totally exposed to the enemy, who im-
mediately attacked us iv overwhelming numbers in front, our right flank
extending arouud partially to the rear of our right wing,

QOur regiment fought bravely until their ranks were being rapidly ent
down and thinned, when we fell back to the turnpike road, where a por-
tion of them again rallied, with portions of other regiments of the bri-
gade, and drove the enemy back,

Our loss in the engagement was as follows : Commissioned officers
killed, 1; wounded, 5; missing 2. Enlisted men killed, 33; wounded,
54; missing, 99. Total officers killed, wounded, and missing, 8; en-
listed men killed, wounded, and missing, 186 ; aggregate, 194.

Both color-bearers were shot down and the colors left on the field.

On the following morning we were marched some mile and a half
across Stone’s River to the front, and placed in line of battle early in
the day, where we skirmished with the enemy all day, lying on our
arms that night.

The next day we occapied the same ground, skirmishing with the
enemy tili 3 p. m., when the enemy in vast numbers attacked the right
of our line, composed of the First and Third Brigades of our division,
which maintained the groung, fighting obstinately for some time, when
they were forced to yield to superior numbers, and feli back, when our

I
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regiment fell back $o a high piece of ground, near a house on the hill
some 100 rods to the rear, where we again made a stand, again rallied
with other troops, and drove the enemy from the field, retaking and
holding our former position. Our loss here was 1 private wounded.

Captains Frazee, of Company A ; Dick, of Company C; Lieutenants
Hixson, of Company D, and Gillilan, of Company I, were wounded in
the fight of the first day and compelled to remain at the hospital.

I take pleasure in saying that Capt. Philip Gemmer was present with
his command dering the whole of the different actions, rendering efii-
cient service and aid.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. F. DICE,
Lieutenant-Colonel Bighty-sizth Regiment Indiana Volunieers.

Qol. JAmMEs P. FYFFE,

Comdy. Second Brig., Third Div., Army of the Cumberland.

No. 157.
Report of Maj. Dwight Jarvis, jr., Thirteenth Ohio Infuniry.

JANUARY —, 1863.

81k : I have the honor to report the following as the part taken by
the Thirteenth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry in the series of bat-
tles before Murfreesborough, Tenn., commencing December 30, 1862,
and terminating January 3, 1863:

On Wednesday, at 8 a. m., our regiment, under command of Col.
Joseph G. Hawkins, was ordered in from outpost duty, and toock our
place in Jine, Soon after, we started for the south side of Stone’s River,
but got but a short distance when, by your orders, we countermarched
at donble-quick a distance of about 1 mile, to a corn-field on the right
of the Murfreeshorough road, to repel an attack of cavalry upon our
train. Our lines were here formed, my regiment occupying the right
of the Second Brigade. The enemy being driven from the field by oar
cavalry and artillery, my regiment was not engaged, and about 10
o’clock, under your directions, took a position in the woods south of
the corn-field.

My regiment was now ordered to cover the Fifty-ninth Ohio, which,
with the Forty-fourth Indiana, formed the first line of attack, my regi-
ment, with the Eighty-sixth Indiana, on its right, forming the second
line. In consequence of the unevenness of the ground and the density
of the thicket, it was difficult to keep oar lines properly, but, on emerg-
ing from the woods into the open field beyond, we advanced regularly
to the edge of the next woods. The first line having advanced some 20
yards into the woods, my regiment was ordered to lie down. Now it
became evident that the enemy was attempting to outflank ns upon the
right; and this was reported to yon, but just at that moment our first
line was attacked, and it was compelled to fall back in some disorder
and over my men, who were lying down close to the fence.

At this moment our gallant colonel fell, mortally wounded, while en-
couraging the men to keep cool and to fire low; and the command de-
volved npon myself. I held the position uutil the enemy completely
outflanked us, and was then compelled to fall back in disorder to the
line of reserves, where I rallied my command, and this time drove the
enemy back, they now being in the open field, while we had the advan-

i
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tage of the cover of the woods. We inflicted considerable loss upon
them in killed and wounded, besides cipturing some 30 prisoners.

My loss in this engagement was quite severe, Col. J. G, Hawkins and
Second Lieut. J. C. Whitaker heing killed, together with 27 enlisted
men. Capt. B. M. Mast. Lieuts. John Murphy, John BE. Ray, 8. C.
Gould, Jobn Fox (since dead), and Thomas J. Stone were woanded, and
(i8 enlisted mon, besides 30 missing. .

No other movement of importance in which my regiment participated
occurred until Friday, Janunary 2, when we oceupied the extreme left
of our lines on the south side of Stone River, having taken our position
the day previous under your immediate supervision.

On the morning of the 2d my skirmishers were thrown forward, and
by their vigilance I was enabled to report to you the movements of the
enemy and the probability of an attack, as the enemy were massing
troops on our right and artillery had moved to my front.

At 3 p. m. the firing of the skirmisbers on the right plainly indicated
the enemy’s advance, and in halt an hour after their infantry engaged
the brigade on our right, their lizes being formed diagonally to ony front.
My regiment was not exposed to the infantry; but a battery opened
upon our front with grape and caunister, so that I was compelled to order
a retrograde movement, which was executed in as good order as was
possible. At about 300 yards I made a stand again, but by this time
their battery occupied our former position in line, and we were ordered
{0 fall back to the other side of the river, which was done in good order.
Our toss ju this engagement was 10 enlisted men wounded and 30 missing.

The following exhibits a detailed acconnt of my casualties in both
engagements, viz: Killed—Col. J. G. Hawkins, Second Lieut. J. C. Whit-
aker: enlisted men, 29. Wounded—Capt. BE. M. Mast; Fivst Lients.
John Murphy, John E. Ray, and Samuel C. Gould ; Second Lieuts. John
Fox (since died) and Thomas J. Stone; enlisted men, 79. Missing—69.
Aggregate loss in killed, wounded, and missing, 186.

Respectfully submitted.

D. JARVIS, Jr.,
Major, Comdg. Thirteenth Regt. Ohin Vol. Infantry.
Col. JamMEs P. FY¥FE,
Comdg. 2d Brig., 3d Div., Left Wing, 14th Army Corps.

No. 158,
Report of Lieut. Col. William Howard, Fifty-ninth Ohio Infantry.

Hpgrs. FIrry-s1vTH REGIMENT OHIO VoL, INFANTRY,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 5, 1863,

81 : I havethe honor to transwit to you the report of the Fifty-ninth
Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, of your comwmand, of the battles
from December 31, 1862, to January 3, 1863.

On the morning of that day my command was formed at ¢4 o'clock,
in accordance with previons orders, and, with the balance of the brigade,
started at 8 o’clock to tuke position on the lett, when we received orders
to march immediately to defend the wugon train against the attack of
the enemy, which was dove with promptoess, and they were driven
back with loss, and the whole train was saved.

We {hen received orders to march buck and take position on the right
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‘olonel Beatty’s command, in front, as our forces were hard pressec
gﬁ t(hat point, in l)irne of battle,,an(l moved forward to attack the enemyl;
ang after moviug across the woods we came into an open ﬁeld,rwh.u;l
we moved rapidly across until we reached the woods, aud wy 5.5].‘“"'
mishers soon discovered the enciny in heavy forceand in strong position
in front, and fired upon him and fell back to the line, which I imme-
diately ordered forward and made the attack; and after firing upon
them several rounds, and holding them in check for some time, we were
foreed back by superior numbers about 20 paces, when, by the prompt
assistonce of my officers, we succeaded in rallying the regiment and
took position behind a fenee, and then poured volley after vol'leyl into
the advancing ranks of the enemy, and Leld them in check until Major
Frambes, upon the right, informed we that we were being flanked upon
that wing and that the balauce of the Lrigade was falling back, when I
gave the order to fall back, inclining to the right in a skirt of woods,
and thereby protecting, to a great extent, my command against a most
galling fire in rear, and, to some extent, a flanking fire also.

My officers again coming promptly to my assistance, we succeeded
in rallying the regiment again, and moved to the right, through the
woods in front of the enemy, and by a well-directed fire checked his
onward movement, and held him at that position until the balunce of
the brigade was put in position, When we moved forward and drove the
enemy from the field with great slanghter a._ngl in complete disorder,
We tilen, by your orders, took a strong position in the woods, and 1
threw forward my skirmishers ; but the enemy, although making several
demonstrations on the right, did not dare again to approach. We held
our position until darkness closed the controversy for the da,_y.

We then, during the night, moved to the left and went into ca:mpd
but were soon ordered to get into line of battle, and there remaine
until daylight, when we moved across Stone’s River and took position
upon the extreme left, and during that day had heavy skirmishing, until
night ended the fight. o

%hnt the next morgning we were ordered to form in column of divisions
and take position near the woods and throw out our skirmishers, who
soon came in collision with the enemy’s, and each in turn advanced and
fell back until about 11 o’clock, when the enemy got a battery in posi-
tion and commenced to throw an occasional shell in the direction of
our line, evidently feeling our position, when, by your orders, Major
Frambes moved my command back and teok position upon some _low
ground, and gave the order to lie close, to protect themselves against
the enemy’s shells, und there remained until about 2 o?clog-k, whon the
skirmishers were driven in, when I gave the orders to Major Frambes
to deploy in line aud wmove forward near the woods, About that tine
the enemy succeeded in planting a secoud battery direetly in our frout,
and commenced to throw shells, when we again laid close to the ground.
The enemy then piauted auother battery still farther upon his right aud
our left. ) . )

About 3 o’clock our skirniishers were driven in, and it was very soon
apparent that the enemy was approaching in force to attack, and at
that time he opened with musketry and artillery along his whole linc,
and moved forward upon cur forces in five heavy columus of brigades;
but in his movement a1l in front of us was entirely clear of our army,
and his right bad passed ouv right, and we were about wheeling to give
him a flank fire, when we discovered emerging from the woods the same
nuinber of his columas, moving with his right apon vur left all pussing
us, when Major Frambes was ordered to fall back with the command,
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which order was execmted in excelleut style until the enemy, by his ter-
rible discharges of musketry and artillery and the weight of his columus,
bore down and threw into disorder our whole lines, when we were thrown
back in confusion, but succeeded in again rallying our line at a fence in
our rear; but all in vain, for no human power of our strength could
withstand such a force.

But about that time the scene was destined to change. Qur artillery
and musketry opened upon their advancing ranks and columns with
fearful destruction, but still Lhe moved steadily forward. At that time
every officer in my command seemed aroused to a sudden sense of duty,
and dashed in to rally what he could for a grand stand, without refer-
ence to a general rallying of the regiment, and went into this terrible
battle, Major Frambes taking command of one wing, Adjutant Holter
of another, and each officer with all he could gather ; and at that time the
fight became terribly fearful, and the enemy was turned and thrown
into complete confusion, and was driven, with awful slaughter, from the
fileld. And I am proud to say that every officer and soldier in my
command did his whole duty, and we gained, on that day, a magnificent
victory.

We lost, during the several battles from December 31 to January 3,
in killed, 3; wounded, 37, and we had 45 missing, very few of whom
were captured by the enemy, many of them being ordered to guard the
train to Nashville.

My command in the several battles captured 56 prisoners, among whom
were 1 captain and 1 lieutenaut. We commenced these battles with 291
officers and soldiers, and we have now for duty 206 officers and men. 1
had 2 officers wounded and there are 2 missing. 1t is due to my com-
mand to state that one part of them assisted in taking the battery which
was captured.

I cannot close this report without awarding due praise to my officers,
and in deing this I must name them here, so that the world may know
who have actually played a prominent part in these splendid victories
before Murfreegsborough, that must electrify the world, and canse every
true Union man’s heart to thrill for joy. 1 can, under all circumstances,
rely upon Major Frambes, who was everywhere present in the very hot-
test of the battle, fearless of his own safety. He deserves his country’s
praise, Adjutant Holter, amid showers of bullets, carried ny every
order to any part of the field, regardless of his own safety. Let his
country do bhim justice. Lieutenants Woods and Kibbler deserve to be
remembered by those who may live after them. Captains Vanosdol and
Sargent, and Lieutenants Stevens and Smith can be relied upon in any
emergency ; and it was traly a source of pleasure to me to see Capt. L.
J. Egbert move steadily forward in battle. He deserves his country’s
honor. Lieut.Jobn {¥Connor, after being severely wounded in the hand,
bound it np himself, and he continned in command until night, at which
time he had bis finger amputated, and was compelled to leave the field.
The name of such a patriot will live after him. Captain Hill was
severely wounded in the face, and wus compelled to retire, A better
officer I do not want.

My surgeons, Drs. Hays and Gordon, have my sincerest thanks for
their prompt attention to the wounded.

Companies F, G, and H were commanded by Sergts. Jesse Ellis, Cohen,
Hawkins, aud Riley, each of whom deserves & commission, because they
fairly earned them.

My color-bearers did not allow their flags to trail in the dust, bat
brought them safely from the field. In a word, I am perfectly satisfied
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with my whole command, and believe the Fifty-ninth Ohio Voluntes
Infautry bas, in those four terrible days, faithfully discharged its duty,
and deserves the country’s adiniration and esteem.

T am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM HOWARD,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Fifty-ninth Regt. Ohio Vol. Infantry.
Jaues P. FYFFE, .
Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade.

No, 1569.

Report of Col. Samuel W. Price, Twenty first Hentucky Infantry, com
manding Third Brigade.

HeADQUARTERS THIRD BRIGADE, THIRD DIVISION,
LEeFT WING, FOURTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
January 6, 1863.

Q1R : 1 have the honor to submit the following report of the part the
Third Brigade, which T command (composed of the Fifty-first Ohio,
Bighth and Twenty-first Kentucky, Thirty-fifth Indiana, and the Nine-
ty-ninth Ohio [nfantry Regiments), took in the action near Murfrees-
borough since the 31st nltimo: .

On the morning of December 31, my brigade was ordered from the
position it held on the north of the Nashville and Murfreesborough
Railroad, across and ou the east side of Stone’s River, crossing the river
at a ford about 1 mile below where the railroad Lridge crosses it. At
the top of the hill, and about half a mile distant from the river, on the
east side, I formed wmy brigade on the left of the First Brigade, then
commanded by Col. Samuel Beatty. No sooner had I thus formed the
brigade than an order came from Brigadier-General Van Cleve, then
commanding the Third Division, for my brigade to cross the river at
the same ford, and for me to arrange it so s to overlook and command
the ford. I accordingly recrossed, and stationed the brigade on the crest
of the hill, the Eighth Kentucky Regiment on the right of the front line,
Third Wisconsin Battery (commanded by Lientenant Livingston) oo the
left of the Eighth Kentucky, Fifty-first Ohio on the lft of the artillery,
and Thirty-fifth Indiana Regiment on the left of the Fifty-first Ohio.
The second or rear line was formed by the Twenty-first Kentucky and
Ninety-ninth Ohio Regiments, Twenty-first Eentucky on the right, and
the Ninety-ninth Ohio on the left. _ ) .

During the entire day severe fighting was going on with the right
wing and the center. The battle-field was perfectly visible from the
position I held, and although frequently in range of the enemy’s cannon,
and exposed at times to their bursting slhelis aud solid shot, the men
and officers of my command were perfectly cool and cowmposed, and
remained in ranks and conducted themselves ag became soldiers and

fficers.
° About 2 p. m. 300 or 400 rebel eavalry appeared on the east and op-
posite side of the river, and made a dash at a number of Government
wagons containing camp cquipage. Before thn_\_"_renched the Wigons,
Lientenant Livingston, ever vigilant and prompt in the performance of
his duties, opened a sharp fire of artillery on them, killing 3 of them
and somewhat confusing the remainder. Notwithstanding, they suc-



