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LEFT WING.
Maj. Gen. THOMAS L. CRITTEKDEN.
Firer (LATE BIXTH} DIVISION.

1.} Brig. Gen. THOMAS J. WooOD.
52. Brig. Gen. MiLo 8. HascaLL.

Second {lats Twenty-first) Brigade.

Col. GEORGE D. WAGNER.

Pirst (late Fifteenth) Brigade.

?.) Brig. Gen. MILO 8. HascALL.
2.) Col. GEorax P. BugiL.,

100th Iilinois, Col. Frederick A. Bartleson. -
58th Indiana : 40th Indiana :
Col. George P. Buell. Col. John W. Blake,
2d KLiantl.[ Col. James T. Embrue. Lient].iCol. Elias Neff,
entucky : Masj. Henry Leaming,
Col. Bamnel McKee. 57th Indiana:
Maj. Daniel R. Collier. Col. Cyrus C. Hines.
26:h Ohio, Capt. William H. Squires, Lisut, Col. George W. Lennard,
Capt. John 8. McGraw.
97th Ohio, Col. John Q. Lane.

15th Indiana, Licut. Col. Guatavma A
Woed

Third (Iate Twenticth) Brigads.
Col. CHARLES (. HARKER.

Slet Indiana, Col. Abel D. Streight.

73¢ Indiana, Col. Gilbert Hathaway.

13th Michigan, Col. Michael Shoemaker.

64th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Alexander McIlvain,

65th Ohio:
Lieut, Col, Alexander Cagail. ‘
Maj. Horatio N. Whitbeok. \

Artillery.* )
Maj. SEYMOUR Rack.

8th Indiana Battery, Lisut George Estep.
10th Indiana Battery, Capt. Jerome B. Cox,
6th Ohio Battery, Capt. Cullen Bradley.

BECOND (LATE FOoURTH) DIVISION,
Brig. Gen. Jorx M. PALMER. \

Second (late Nincteenth) Brigade,

Col. WiLLiaM B. Hazex.

Firat (lots Tweniy-scoond) Brigade. |
Brig. Gen, CEARLES CRUFT, !

31at Indiana, Col. Joha Qsborn, 110th Illinois, Col. Thomas 8. Casey.
lst Kentucky, Col. David A. Enyart, i 9th Indiana, Col, Willism H. Blake.
2d Kentucky, Col. Thomas D. Sedgoe- I 6th Kinbucky, Col. Walter C. Whita-

wick. er,
90th Ohio, Col. Issac N. Ross. 4lst Ohio, Lieut. Col. Aquila Wiley.

* The Eighth Battery was attached to the First Brigade, the Tenth Battery to Seo-
ond Brigade, and the Sixth Battery to tie Third Iiri e,
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Third (lats Tenth) Brigads.
Col. WiLLIAM GROBE.

84th I1linois, Col. Louis H. Waters.
36th Indiana:

Maj. Isaac Kinley.

Capt. Pyrrhus Woodward.
434 Kentucky, Maj, Thownas H. Hamrick.

6th Ohio, Col. Nicholas L. Anderson.

24th Ohio:

Col. Frederick C. Jones.

Maj. Heury Terry.

Capt. Enoch Weller.

Capt. A. T. M. Cockerill,

Artillery.
Capt. WiLLIAM E. STANDART.

let Ohio, Battery B, Capt. William E. Btandart.
1st Ohio, Battery F';
Capt. Daniel T, Cockerill.
Lient. Norval Osburn.
4th United States, Batteries H and M, Lieut. Charles C, Parsons,

THIRD (LATE FIPTH) DIVISION,

(1.) Brig. Gen. HORATIO P, VAN CLEVE.
(2.} Col. BAMUEL BEATTY.

First (late Eleventh) Brigade. Seoond (lats Fourteenih) Brigads.
(1.; Col. S4aMUBL BEaTTY. Col. JamMEa P, FYryE.
(2.) Col, BENJAMIN C. GRIDER,
44th Indiana:

79th Indiana, Col. Frederick Eneflor. Col. William C. Willismps.

9th Kentucky : Lieut. Col. Simeon C. Aldrich.
Col. Benjamin C. Grider. 86th Indiana, Lient. Col. George F. Dick.
Lieut. Col. George H. Cram. 13th Ohio:

11th Kentucky, Maj. Erasmus L. Mottley, Col. Joseph G. Hawkins,

19th Ohio, Maj. Charles F. Manderson. Maj. Dwight Jarvis, jr.

' 50th Ohio, Lieut. Col. William Howard,

Third (late Twenty-third) Brigads.
Col. BaMUEL W. PrICE.

35th Indisna, Col. Bernard F. Mullen,
8th Kentucky :
Lieut. Col. Reuben May.
Maj. Green B. Broaddua.
218t Eentucky, Lient. Col, James C. Evans,
518t Ohio, Lient. Col. Richard W. MeClsain.
99th Ohio:
Cul. Peter T. Swaine.
Lieut. Col. John E. Cummins,

Artillery.
Capt. GEORGE R, SWALLOW.

7th Indiana Battoery, Capt. Goeorge R. Swallow,
Pennsylvania, Batiery B (26th), Lieat. Alanson J. Btevens,
3¢ Wiscoasin Battery, Lient. Cortland Livingston.
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No. 143.

Report of Brig. Gen. Horatio P, Van Cleve, U. 8. Army, commanding Third
Division.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, LEFT Wing,
ARMY OF THE CUMBERLAND,
—, 1863.

MaJor: I have the honor to submit. the foltowing rcport of the oper-
ations of wy division on December 31, 1862:

At 7 o’clock in the morning of that duy I received an order to cross
Stone’s River, on which my left rested, and march toward Murfrees.
borough. The First Brigade, Colonel Beatty, Third Brigade, Colonel
Price, and the batteries, Captain Swallow commanding, were promptly
moved over and formed in line. The Second Brigade, Colonel I'yffe,
being retained on the south side by a subscquent order, my lines being
formed and about to advance, by your order I recrossed the river, leav-
ing the Third Brigade to guard the ford. With the First Brigade I
marched rapidly to the sapport of General Roussean, whose division
was bard pressed by the enemy. We formed in a wood on the south
side of the Murfrecsborongh and Nashville turnpike.

Our lives were no sooner formed than the enemy was seen advancing,
driving before him our scattered troops. Our ranks were opened to
suffer these to pass, when they closed and opened on the enemy a with-
ering fire, which soon brought him to a halt. A murderous fire was
kept up on both sides about twenty minutes, when the enemy began tc
recoil. Uur second line now relieving the first with hearty cheers, the
rebels broke and retreated. The Second Brigade, coming up at this
moment, formed on the right and joined in the pursuit. We pressed
the enemy through this wood, then across an open field to another wood,
where they appeared to have met with re-enforcements and reformed.

The Seventh Indiana Battery, Captain Swallow, joined us in the open
field and rendered efficient aid.

Here I received information from General Rosecrans that General
Rousseau was driving the enemy, accompanied with an order for me to
press them hard. At the same time I was notified by a messenger from
Colonel Harker, whose brigade was to my right and rear, that the
enemy were in force on my right, in a wood, and were planting a bat-
tery there. [ immediately sent a message to Colonel Harker to press
the enemy hard, as I had no reserve to protect my right; to Captain
Swallow, who was doing good service with his battery, not to suffer it to
be captured ; to Colonel Beatty to send two regiments, if they conld pos-
sibly be spared, to the support of Colonel Fyffe, and a fourth to Gen-
eral Crittenden, to inform him of my eritical situation, The enemy
now poured a galling fire of musketry, accorpanied with grape and
shell, on our right. Colonel Fyffe’s brigade, supported by Captain
Swaliow’s battery, gallantly returned the fire, but, being overpowered
by nembers on front and flank, were soon compelled to retire, followed
but a short distance by the enemy.

Captain Swallow, to whom too much praisecannot be awarded, brought
off his battery safely, Colonel Beatty, who had been pressing the enemy
on the left, as s0on as he learned the conditions of affairs, retired in good
order. With two of his regiments he was ordered by General Rose.
crans to protect a battery on the Murfreesborough road. The remain.
ing two regiments of his brigade and Colonel Fyffe’a brigade were re.
formed and took a position on the left of General MeGook’s corps, and
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to the right of lhe Pioneers; which position we oceupied without further
adventure till after dark.

[ caunot close thig report withont inviting your attention to the gal-
luntry displayed by those under my command during this engagement.
To both officers und men too wuch praise cannot be awarded. I would
particularly notice the coolness, intrepidity, and skill of my brigade
commanders, Colonels Beatty and Fyfle, and of Captain Swallow, chief
of artillery. To the members of my staff, Capts. E. A. Otis, assistant
adjutant-general ; C, H. Wood, inspector- general ; William Starling,
topographical engineer; Lieuts. T. F. Murdock and H. N. Williams,
aides-de-camp, I owe much for the promptness, faithfulness, and gal-
lantry with which they executed my orders and conveyed inteliigence
on the field. Sergt. R. B. Rhodes, of the Rirst Ohio Cavalry, in com-
mwand of my escort, conducted himsell like a true soldier, and deserves
honorable mention.

Individual acts of bravery in the different brigades will be brought to
your uotice in the reports of their respective commanders. ) '

A slight wound, received early this day, becoming exceedingly pain-
fal, on the following morning I was competled to turn over the command
of the division to Colonel Beatty and retire from the field.

Very respecttully, your most obedient servant,
H. P. VAN OLEVE,
Brigadier-General.
Maj. LYNE STARLING,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Left Wing.

No. 144.

Reports of Col. Samuel Beatty, Nineteenth Ohio Infantry, commanding
Third Divigion,

HrADQUARTERS THIRD DIvisioN, LEFT WiNg,
Camp near Musfreesborough, January —, 1863,

MaJor: I have the bouor to submit the following report of the opera-
tions of this divisiou for the time embraced between January 1 and 3,
inclusive :

I was called to the command of the division on the worning of Janu-
ary 1, by General Van Cleve’s disability, from the wound received in the
battle of the preceding day. At 3 a. m. on that day I received orders
to cross Stone’s River with my command at the upper ford, and hold
the hill overlooking the river, near the ford. Accordingly, at daybreak,
the Third Brigade, Colonel Price commanding, crossed the river at the
place indicated, throwing out skirmishers and flankers. Colonel Price
was quickly followed by Colonel Fyffe’s brigade (Second), the forces
being formed in two lines, the right resting on the high ground near
the river and east of the ford, and the left thrown forward so that the
direction of the line should be nearly perpendicular to the river.

In the mean time the First Brigade, Colone! Grider commanding, had
been disposed as follows: Two regiments were formed in bhe hollow,
near the hospital, as a reserve, the other two remaining on the other
side of the river to support a battery,

The enemy’s ekirmisbers were now discovered in a wood, distant half
a mile or 80 from our first line, and occasional firing took place on both
sides. Information of all these movements was sent to General Crit.
tenden, who sent me word that if I needed artillery to order up a bat.
tery. The Third Wisconsin Battery, Lientenant Livingaton command-
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ing, was accordingly, at about 10 a. m., ordered to cross the river and
semain in the hollow near the ford.

Small parties of the enemy’s cavalry and infantry were occasionally
seen, and at length a strong line was distinetly visible through the
apenings in the wood. Lieutenant Livingston was now ordered to bring
up his battery. It was accordingly placed in position on the rising
ground in front of Colouel Fyffe’s brigade. Several shells were thrown
at the enemy’s line, which caused its disappearance. It was supposed
they had laid down. One section, Lieutenant Hubbard commanding,
was now moved to the hill on the right, whence also one or two shells
were thrown at detached parties. Colouel Fyffe's brigade was moved
to the left of the battery, where it was covered by a skirt of woods.
Our whole force had been constantly concealed by making the men lie
dowun.

Abont 1 o'clock the remaining two regiments of Oolonel Grider's bri-
gade (the Nineteenth Ohio and Ninth Eentucky) were ordered to cross
the river, which they did, forming near the hospital, on the left of the
other two regiments of the same brigade, to protect our left flank. The
enemy’s forces were oceasionally seen moving to our left, and Generals
Crittenden and Palmer were advised of that fact. Colonel Grose Was,
consequently, ordered to support me, his brigade formed so as to pro-
tect our left, relieving the Nineteenth Ohio and Ninth Kentucky. These
two regiments then formed in rear of the right of the second line ag a
reserve, being posted in the hollow near the ford. No other disturbance
occurred during the day, except the occasional firing of the skirmishers,
8¢ Colouel Grose’s brigade and Livingston’s battery recrossed the river.

About miduight we were alarmed by sharp firing from the skirmishers.

They reported that it was caused by the enemy’s skirmishers advancing -

and firing uponus. One of our men was killed and one wounded. Noth.
ing else oceurred durivg the night, -

On the morning of Friday, January 2, Livingston's battery came across
the river again and was posted as before. There was light skirmishing
during the earlier part of the day. The Seventy-ninth Indiana Regi-
ment, Colonel Knefler, was ordered to take place in the first line, to
close the gap between Colone! Fyffe’s brigade and the others.

Nothing of note oceurred until about 11 o’clock, when the firing of
the enemy’s skirmishers became very constant and heavy, as they slowly
crept up toward us. The skirmishers now reported a battery being
planted in our front, and shortly afterward that fifteen regiments of
infantry and three pieces of artillery were moving to our left. Notice of
all these movements was given to Generals Crittendeu and Palmer, and
Colonel Grose’s brigade again came over to our support.

About noon the enemy’s battery opened with occasional shell, directed
at Lieutenant Hubbard’s section of artillery, on the hill. The enemy’s
arrillery was now seen moving to onr left, and soon another battery
opened fire upon Lieutenant Hubbard’s section. As the enemy’s skir-
mishers were 80 near that their fire was annoying and davgerous to the
artillery, I ordered Lieutenant Livingston to retire and take a position
on the hill near the hospital. A few shells were still thrown by the
enemy’s battery on our left, and occasional ones from an apparently
heavy battery across the river.

Aa the enemy’s skirmishers pressed ours very closely, our line was
strengthened by throwing out two more companies. The firing was
very sharp, and many of our men, as wel! as theirs, were wounded.

At about 2.30 o’clock it was reported that four more of the enemy’s
guns were moving toward our left. Word was sent in this case, as of
all other movements, to General Crittenden.
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At about 3 p. m. our skirmishers reported that the enemy’s skirmishers
were throwing down the feuee in front of our line. Orders were sent to
Colonel Price to let his first line fall back bebind the crest of the hill,
but before he could receive them the enemy were advancing across the
field to the charge. They were formed in colmnn, with & front of appar-
ently tworegiments. The first column was three regiments, or six ranks
deep. This was succeeded by a second of the same depth, and a third
of apparently greater. At the same moment their artillery opened from
three or four different points, throwing shot, shell, and canister directly
into us.

As the enemy’s column approacbed to within 100 yards or so, the first
line rose np and delivered a heavy fire upon their column, which checked
it for a moment, They soon pressed on, however. The regiments of
the first line (the Fifty-first Obio, Eighth Kentucky, and Thirty fifth and
Seventy-ninth Indiana) fought gallantly until the euemy were within
& few yards of them, when, overpowered by numbers, they were com-
pelled to retire. This movement confused and disorganized the second
line, which also was ordered to fall back. The reserve, consisting of the
Nineteenth Ohio and Ninth and Eleventh Kentucky, was now ordered
up. They advanced most gallantly toward the erest of the hill and
poured a destructive fire upon the enemy, whose first. column was by
this time almost annihilated. Their supporting column soon came ap,
however, and at the same time a force advanced along the river bank
upon our right flank. Our men fought with the most despérate co
88 will appear from their severe loss, until forced back by the actual
pressure of the enemy. Even then they broke from the right, file by
file, stubbornly contesting the ground. At last, however, the right being
forced back, the left was ordered to retire, which it slowly did, until the
bauk of the river was reached.

Attempts were wade to rally the men a{ several poiuts, but it was
impossible, from the heavy fire and the close proximity of the enemy.
Most of them were therefore forced across the river, where many of
them rallied and returned with the first supporting troops; and I am
proud to say that the colors of the Ninetcenth Ohio, Ninth Kentucky,
and Fifty-first Ohio were the first to recross the stream after the enemy’s
check. The tremendous fire of our artillery on the south side of the
river, with Livingston’s battery on LL¢ other, with the determined resist-
ance they had met, had stopped the enemy at the river ; and now, as
our troops pressed forward, they fled in confusion, leaving fonr of their
guns.

Several brave officers had rallied a great namber of our men, and
were the foremost in the advance. Night now came on and closed the
pursuit. The regiments were rapidly reorganized, and in a few hours
were in a state of efficiency, and turned out promptly and cheerfolly at
an alarm. .

The Second Brigade, Colonel Fyife’s, was not attacked, the front of
the enemy’s column not extending to them; sesing the right driven
back, they also retired in good order.

Lieutenant Livingston’s battery fired constantly and well from the
first appearance of the enemy until the very last moment he conld remain
safely. He then crossed the river without losing a piece.

I cannot too much commend the gallant manner in which my men
fought, and the promptuess with which, when foreed to give way, they
rallied and reorganized. Numerous instances of individaal courage and
devotion appear in the regimental and brigade reports.

To the commanders of the different brigades {Colonels Grider, Prioe,
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and Fyffe) my thanks are due for the gallantry and coolness of their
behavior under very trying circumstances. Lieutenant Livingston, of
the Third Wisconsin Battery, did efficient service and performed his
duty ably and handsomely. [Lieutenant Smock, Third Kentucky Cav-
alry, who commanded a detachment of couriers, remained constantly
near me, and was of great use.

To the following officers (members of wy staff) T tender my thanks
for their assistance, and the wanuer in which it was rendered: Capts. B
A. Otis, assistant adjutant-general; C. H. Wood, acting assistant in-
spector-general, and William Starling, topographical engineer; Lieuts.
T. F. Murdock and H. N. Williaws, aldes de-camp.

For particulars of the action of the ditferent brigades and detached
regiments, I have the honor to refer you to their respective reports,
herewith transmitted.

Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAMUEL BEATTY,
Colonel, Oomdyg. Third Div., Left Wing, Fourteenth Army Corps.
Maj. LYNE SBTARLING, Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERE THIRD DIVISION, LEFT WiNG,
January 16, 1863.
In my official report of the part the Third Division took in the engage-
ment before Murfreesborongh, I omitted to mention the valuable serv-
icea rendered by the acting medical director of the division, Maj. M. C.
Woodworth, surgeon of the Fifty-first Ohio Volunteers, and now take
advantage of the opportunity to give credit and due praise to him as an
able and efficient officer, and thank him for bhis valuable services ren-
dered to the wounded of this division by his able and energetic efforts
in their behalf.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAMUEL BEATTY,
COolonel, Comdg. Third Div., Left Wing, Fourteenth Army Corps.
Maj. LYNE STARLING, Assistant Adjutant-General,

Reoport of the number killed, wounded, and missing from the Third Division, Left Wing, in
the engagement befors Murfreesborough, Tenn.

Killed. { Wonnded. Minalng. i
. - - |
g ¥ g |
| f
Flgid|iis 5|8 8
Brig. Gen HLP. VanOleve......__..0..........|..... 1 ... 1...... [ 1
First Brigade . 5| o8| 16 303 210 B 8| er
Second Brigade ™, B M 2% [ &%) 160 182 481
Third Erigade | | 21; 307 3| 2| 5| 148| s&
Artillery Corpa [ [} | 19 W froeee- a8
Tobal® o] 171 T8 m" 52‘ 84| w6 4| 37
!

381 | 1,6

Respectiully submitted.
SAMUEL BEATTY,
Oolonel, Comdy. Third Div., Left Wing, Fourteenth Army Corps.

* But ses revised statement, pp. 213, 214.
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No, 145,
Eeport of Capt. George K. Swallow, Seventh Indiana Battery.

CAMP OF THE SEVENTH INDIANA Bart., THIRD Dry.,
January b, 1863.

On the morning of December 31, I ordered Lientenant Buckmar to
move the battery in rear of the Second Brigade of the Third Division.
This brigade was not moved across the river at the time the First and
Third ¢rossed and recrossed, but was ordered up the pike in the vicinity
of our hospital, where the enemy’s cavalry were trying to capture pris-
oners from our broken and retreating columns. The battery openod
apon them with shell, our cavalry at the same time charging upon them,
which caused them to retreat in disorder. The brigade then advanced
to the right and front, through a cedar thicket into an open field, the
battery following immediately in rear. While in the field, and nearly
across it, our advance commenced skirmishing with the enemy. I im-
mediately ordered the baitery into position, and the firing to commence
with shell to our right and front, where the enemy’s infantry were rap-
idly advancing upon us. They soon entered the field, when I ordersd
the battery to open upen them with canister, at the same time ordering
the caissons to the rear.

I soon saw part of the Lrigade falling back in disorder and the enemy
advancing across the field toward the battery, with a yell, I then or-
dered the battery to limber to the rear and retire agrapidly as possible,
which was done in not the best order. We reached the pike and took
Position near the old Dblock-house, with a loss of 1 lientenant, F, W,
Buckmar, seriously wounded, 1 man killed, and 2 wounded. Duaring
the day the battery occupied several different positions, engaging the
enemy’s artillery and infantry, Lut with what effect is not known, Af
aight went into park a short distance from the old block-house, having
had 1 lieutenant and 4 men wounded, and 3 killed,

On the morning of the 1st instant, by Captain Mendenhall’s order,
I took position near the ford, supported by General Crufts brigade.
Nothing worthy of note transpired during the day, and the morning of
the 2d instant fouud us occupying the same position. During the day
General Negley’s command took position in my rear and near the ford.
8ix gans of the artillery under his command took position on my left,
and Captain Mendenhall’s battery of eight guns, under command of
Lieutenant Parsons, came into position on my right and front.

About 4 p. m. I received word that the enemy were advancing in
foree to attack the left of cur wing. Their lines of infantry soon came
in full view, and the basteries on my right and left, together with my
own, opened a rapid and vigorous fire upon their advancing colemns,
They soon opened a galling artillery fire upon us from three different
points. The battery on my left retired a short distance, and the one on
my right commenced to fire, retiring. Seeing this, I ordered the battery
to fix prolonge, to fire retiring. About this time the vent of my left
piece became filled with friction primers, and was ordered to the rear for
repair without my knowledge. The drivers of the other pieces, seeing
this piece moving to the rear, supposed the order had been given to
retire, and drove some 40 yurds to the rear before they could be halted.
The order was then given to advanee, and one Ppiece was moved by hand
to its first position; the rest werce lunbered and moved to the position
first occupied, except the gun that had been ordered to the rear, where
all the ammanition was cxpended except a few rounds of canister. In
this engagement we had 1 man killed and 2 wounded,
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At the same time Colonel Grider, beartng the colors of the Ninth Ken-
tucky Volunteers, crossed with another party, and tiese tlapgs, with two
helonging to other regiments, rullied under their folds an indiscriminate
mass of men and officers of the Third Division, which, suppurted by fresh
troops that had been ordered to ihe conflict, drove back, in terribie con-
fuslon, the columns of the enemy, victorious but a mement before. The
colors of the Nineteenth Ohio sl Ninth Kenincky were placed on three
pieces of the enemy’s artillery, which were captured and brought into
our lines by squads composed of the different regiments and brigades of
{be division. After this magnificent scene of individual heroism, the
different detachments of the regiment formed on the same ground we
seenpied in the morring, and bivouacked that night.

Again we have to regret the loss of Lrave officers amd wen. Capt.
Urwin Bean, of Company E; First Lieat. Job D. Bell, commanding
Company C, and Sergt. Maj. Lyman Tylee were killed while gallantly
performing their duties. First Lient. Aurora C. Keel, of Company F,
was severely wounded; Second Lient. William A. Sutherland, of Com-
pany H, slightly. Capt. Williama H. Allen, of Company ¥, rendered
wost valnable and efficient aid as a field officer. Al the line officers
vied with each other in deeds of eourage.

I wish particularly to note the gallant Learing ot I'irst Lieut. Charles
Brewer, adjutant; Second Lieut. Albert Upson, commanding Company
K, and Sergt. Jason Hurd, commanding Cowpany G. Butall have done
their duty, and the unpleasant task is not mine to record any acts of
cowardice in the Nineteenth Ohio Regiment.

L annex a list of killed, wounded, and missing.*

In this action we had killed 2 officers aud 13 enlisted men; total
killed, 15. Wounded, 2 officers and 56 enlisted men; total wounded,
58. Missing (sapposed prisoners), 31 enlisted meun.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES F. MANDERSOX,
Major, Commanding Nineteenth Regiment Ohio Volunteers.

Lient. W, H. H. SHEETS,
A. A, A. G., First Brig., Third Div., Left Wing,
Fourteenth Army Corps, Dept. of the Cumberland.

No. 154.

Beport of Col. James P. Fyffe, Fifty-ninth Ohio Infantry, commaending
Second Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND BR1GADE, THIRD DIvision,
ARMY oF THE CUMBERLAND, Lurr \WiNa,
Januwary 5, 1865

JAPFAIN : [ herewith trapsmit my report of Lhe operations of the

Sceond Brigade in front of Murfreeshorough. where it avrived with the
balance of the left wing December 29, 1562, un to Januwary 3, 1863.

December 30, the brigade was under arms in close column of divisions

all day; considerable firlng in.the afternoon in the direction of the right

wing.

* Nominal list omitted.
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December 31, the brigude was orlered agoss Stonds River.  Prior
to reaching the same, an order was received from General Crittenden to
counterntarch the brigade, together with Swallow’s battery, in double.
quick to the rear, as the train was attacked, Passing quickly through
the woods, as the wagons had blocked up the road, we cawe out into
the open field beyond, 2nd formed a lipe of battle, perpendicalar to the
road, ou the left, in a corn-tield, tlrongh which the rebels were seen lead.
ing off the train slowly, as the ground was soft. Beyond the train, in
the sane field, was about a squadron of cavalry, guarded by rebels.

On our appearance the cavalry began eapturing their guard; one
escaped, one was kitled.  The rebel cavalry were drawn up in line across
the field, in the edge of (he wowds,  Captain Swallow, who had managed
to get his battery thirough the obstructions expeditiously, soon had his
pieces in position, and opened fire on the rebel lines, wiich began dis-
persing, and were charged by a force of our cavalry, which had passed
down the road to the right of the train, doing excellent service. The
effect of the charge 1 could not see from where we were. Captain
Swallow uow moved his pieces to @ more elevated position, which com-
mwanded the country for a great distance, from whence he opened on
their scattered forces, driving thewn ont of view.

At this point, an order was received from General Van (leve to retarn
to the Third Division, and form ou the right of the First Brigade in two
lines, to support it; that Colone) Harker would support wy right. The
order was immediately complied with; the division began advancing
down the slope of the cedar ridge south of the road, passing Colonel
Harker's ou my right, beyond the foot of the slope. After passing his
brigade, which did not move, my right flank became exposed, with
strong indications of a heavy force approaching in front, extending be-
yond my right flank. As we continued advancing, 1 sent three different
messengers by my aides, calling Colonel Harker's atiention to my ex-
posed flank, and at length reported in person to General Van Cleve.
Whl]e doing this the Sixty-fifth Olio, which, it appeared, had heen
lying down at the edge of the field, rose to their feet in the place where
a force was needed. Supposing it would remain there, I passed back
agaln to my position, to see the Sixty-fifth march by the right flank
back to Colonel arker's left. The firing in tront of my firat line, com
posed of the Fitty-ninth Ohio and Forty-fourth Indiana, was getting to
be heavy, and the skirmishers, roumning in, reported a heavy forece ad-
vancing through the woods, outHuanking my right. Lieutenant Temple
of my staff, was seni at once to Lientenant-Colone) Dick with orders u;
wheel his regiment to the right, and place it in the woods to secure my
flank. Before the order resched him thie cneny appeared coming through
the woods, '

Seeing the force wonld have vo tall back, | galloped to the battery and
ordered it to opien five to the right of iny flank into the woods, for the
purpose of checking and confusing the outflanking force, to save wmy bri-
gade from the etfecis of 1hie cross-fire, while falling back, as much as pos-
sible. The order to tive was complied with instautly, the whole battery
opening several vollevs jn qnick suceession, and with decided effect. into
the woods, while the coluum fell hack rapidly, the front line hu.ving" SUK-
tained itself gallautly antil vutflunked, The artillery came satfely out of
the field under fire. Licutemant Buekmar, a gallant officer, being shot
grolr(i: his horse and badly wounded just as he was passing out of the

eld.

After fafling back trom the tield, the Thirteenth Obic, under Major
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Jarvis, and part of the Bighty-sixth Indiana, Lieutenant-Colonel I)ilck
was formed near the road, the Forty-fourth being placed on duoty else-
where, and ordered to move up the road to meet the force that lad fol-
lowed from the field, which was represented advancing. Going in
advance of the force, I found tbe Fifty-ninth Ohio, under Lieutenant.
Colonel Howard and Major Frambes, hotly contesting the ce-Zar ridge and
hard pressed, their left flank being exposed, encouraging the men to
bold on, aund they should have help immediately. The fore following
me was hurried up. The remnant of the Thirteenth Ohio, though sadly
repressed by the death of the gallant and loved Colonel Hawkins, shot
dead on the field, answered the command to go forward with a cheer,
and got into line on the left, opening fire just as 4 regiment on the right
of the Fifty-ninth marched to the rear, leaving 1y right fiank again
exposed, which the enemy were not slow to perceive, and began taking
advantage of Sorely annoyed, I crossed the road and asked the officer
in command, whom I do not know, what it meant. He said he had been
ordered back, but on my representations he immediately marched his
regiment up again, delivering a heavy fire as he reached the crest of the
ridge. I then ordered the whole line to charge, which was gallantly
dove with a cheer, the enemy being driven from the crest of the ridge
down the southern slope and back across the field. ) _

One of the skirmishers, William Browu, of Company B, Fifty-ninth
Ohio, met me on the edge of the ridge, marching back through the line
at the head of 28 prisoners, besides 2 officers (lientenants) he had cap-
tured in a sink-hole. Many other prisoners were captured by the Sec-
ond Brigade, amounting to 60, as near as can be ascertained. )

After the enemy was repulsed, as stated, there was no more fighting
on this day by the left wing, General Van Cleve turmng‘ over the com-
mand of the division to me, he having been wounded, Colonel Beatty
being on duty elsewhere. .

J a%uary l,vcrossed with the Lrigade over the river, where the Second
Brigade was placed on the left of the First, in an open field in rear of
a belt of timber on a ridge, the Forty-fourth indiana and Thirteenth
Obio in the front line, with the Thirty-fifth and Seventy-ninth Indiana
on their right, the Fifty.ninth Ohio and Eighty-sixth Indiana in reserve.
This arrangement left an open space on the left. On the froat line,
between it and a road running through a lane beyond the road, was an
open field unoccupied by troops, except a line of skirmishers from Colo-
nel Grose’s command. In the rear, toward Stone’s River, was & corn-
field, and behind the fence was a Kentucky regiment, with their right
resting on the lane. This left a gap between wy left and their right of
about 500 yards; thus the forces rested dnring the day, with sharp skir-
mishing in our front. ]

J. anugary 2, the skirmishing commenced early and was brisk through-
out the day, until about 3 o’clock, when the indications of an attack in
front became so threatening, a battery having been planted in the woods
on my left flank, that I ordered my reserve into the front line, deflecting
the Bighty-sixth Indinna back, and placing them behind the fence across
the lane to sweep the open field in front of the Kentucky regiment,
Company A, of the Fifty-ninth Regiment, under Sergeant Carr, was
placed on the left of the Eighty-sixth, connecting the two forces, which
gave them a cross-fire over the open field in front.

About 4 p. m. Colonel Beatty, commanding the division, came over
and was shown the disposition of the brigade, which he approved, sug-
gesting, in case we were compelled to fall back, we should do so through
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the low ground, We then went to the point near the ford, where the
artillery was stationed, and, while examining that, Major-General Rose.
crans arrived at the sawe poiut. In u few moments a messenger from
the frout arrived wond reported o lurge force was being massed in front
of our lines, Colonel Beatty and myself immediately started to our
respective positions. I was shortly met by Adjntant Holter, of the
Fitty-ninth Ohio, with a report that the enemy were in motion, advane-
ing on our front. Sixteen regimental flags had been counted in one
column. Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. C. ¥, King was ordered to make report
of the facts to General Rosecrans immediately. Passing on to the
Eighty-sixth Regiment, it and Company A were ordered to strengthen
their position with raijls.

Only & short time elapsed when a tremendous fire indicated that the
attack had fallen on Colonel Beatty’s right. Another colomn, it ap-
peared, had crossed Stone’s Kiver and participated in the attack, while
still another was coming on my left, but for some cause its advance was
somewhat delayed. The main colnwn of attack moved diagonally across
the fromt of the wood, striking toward a wooded height on the bank of
the river where Captain Drury’s battery of artillery had been posted in
the moreing, under the command of Lieutenant Livingston. The weight
of the column of attack fell first on the Eighth Kentucky and Fifty-first
Ohio in the front line. They stood gallantly for a few moments, but
were swept away. The enemy, still pushing on, received a heavy flank
and oblique fire from the Thirty-fifth, Forty-fourth, and Eighty-sixth
Indiana, and Thirteenth Ohio, The column next encountered the Nine-
ty-ninth Ohio, Twenty-first Kentucky, and Nineteenth Ohio, which were
successively borne backward, as were the Ninth and Eleventh Ken-
tucky.

In the mean time, after the giving way of our second line, and as
800D as our infantry bad gotten out of #he way, Lieutenant Livingston
opened upon them with his Lattery with good effect. The enemy’s
artillery, following their columnn, took position on the high ground to
the right of the wood, which commanded the field of battle, and, as
their infantry passed on, driving our right across the river, opened with
grape and canister. The Second Brigade, not being exactly in line of
their charge, held their ground until the column of attack had passed
our second line.

The brigade then fell back through the low ground, as directed (being
myself disabled, my lLorse having thrown and dragged me for a shorl
distance}, and took position behind the buoildings on the hill,

The artillery, after the giving way of our last line of infantry, recrossed
Stone’s River. The column of attack, pushing on toward the ford, was
exposed to & severe flank fire from Colonel Grose’s force, together with
those of my brigade who had collected about the buildings upon the
hill, and also to our artillery and the infantry that had taken position
on the opposite bank of the river; thus extending the fire around their
front to the left flank, encircling them on three sides. A cross-fire of
artillery and small-arms, delivered for a short time with terrible effect,
was too much for them, and their broken and discomfited colamns turned
back upon their path, closely pursued by the troops which had rallied,
together with the fresh troops which General Rosecrans had ordered
up, taking a portion of the celebrated Waghington Battery. This re-
pulse closed the operations in front of Murfreesborough, the Second
Brigade going into camp on the field for the night.

I cannot close this report withont favorably noticing many of the
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officers and men of my command throughout the trying ordeat of so
many days’ fighting. My acting assistant adjntant-general, C. F. King;
J. B. Temple, aide-de-camp; Capt. Charles A. Sheaf, provost-marshal ;
Lieut. Joseph Dancer, inspector, who was severely wounded in the last
day’s fight, and Orderlies H. J. Higging, B. D. Thomas, members of my
staff,are entitled to mueh credit for their conduct on the fiekd. Colonel
Williams, Lientenant-Colone] Aldrich, and Joseph C. Hodges, adjutant,
of the Forty-fonrth Indianay Col. J. G. Hawkios (killed in the first day’s
fight whila gallantly doing bis duty); Major Jarvis, upon whom the
command devolved after the fall of Colone! Hawking, and Adjt. T. B.
George ; Lieutenant-Colonel Howard, Major Frambes, Adjutant Helter,
of the Fifty-ninth Qhio; Celonel Dick and Major Dresser, of the Eighty-
sixth Indiana (severely wounded in the engagement of the first day),
are deserving of particnlar notice.

Colonel Hamilion, although unacquainted with military matters, was
present, assisting all in his power; also Surgs. Martin Hays and Gor
don, with the assistance of the brigade band, in getting and attending
to the wounded, in which Gus. Penn was shot dead, and Dougherty,
both of the band, badly wounded; for their good conduct they are
especially noticed. Lieutenants Kibler and Woods attracted my at-
tention by their gallantry while in command of the skirmishers on the
cedar ridge. I will also notice the gallantry and death of color-bearer,
Sergeant Wood, shot dead with the flag in his hand on the firat day’s
fight; also of Nelson Shields, who seized the colors, and bore them
aloft, upon the fall of the color-sergeant, until wounded himself, when
he delivered them to Private Loyd; all of the Thirteenth Ohio. I also
notice Color-Bearers Benjamin Snellinger and Nathan Coffenberry, of
the Bighty-sixth Indiana, who were both shot down (the first killed
instantly, the latter mortally wounded) in the fight of the first day.
Both of these flags were lost. T also notice the good conduet of Ser-
geants Ely and Thomas Hayden, of the Fifty-ninth Ohio, who, on the
last day’s fight, were raised in the air by a cannon ball plowing the earth
beneath their feet, and thrown violently to the earth.

I recommend that William Brown, of Company B, Fifty-ninth Ohio,
who captured the prisoners above referred to, and Nelson Shields, of
the Thirteenth Ohio, who saved his regimental flag, as proper persons
to receive, each, one of the medals ordered to be prepared by Congress
tor those who particularly distingunish themselves in battle.

In closing this report, I wish also to tender my thanks to Maj. Lyne
Starling, adjutant-general on General Crittenden'’s staff, for words of
encouragement and cheer to a portion of my command when hard
pressed on the cedar ridge in the first day’s fight; and also to express
my gratitude to our comwmander-in-chief, General Rosecrans, for the
same favor at the place and about the same time.

All of which is respectfully submitted, together with the reports of the
different regimental comwanders, appropriately marked, with a cor-
rected account of the killed, wounded, and missing, whick foot up:
Officers killed, 4; wounded, 15; missing, 2. Enlisted men killed, 75;
wounded, 251 ; officers missing, 2; enliated men, 166. Total, H13.*

JAMES P. FYFFE,
Colonel, Comdy. 2d Brig., 3d Div., Left Wing, 14th Army Corps.

Capt. E. A, O118,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

* But see revised statement, p. 213.
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No. 155,
Report of Lieut. Col. Simeon C. Aldrich, Forty-fourth Indiana I wfantry.

HEADQUARITERS FORTY-FOURII INDIANA VOLUNTEERS,
Camp near Murfreesbovough, Tenn., Janwary 5, 1863,

DEAR Sir: It becomes my duty to make a bri 3 of -
wents before l\iurl‘reesbomug‘l!i. ) brief roport of engago
. We went into the field on December 31, 1862, with 316 men, officers
included. We took our position, by your order, in brigade on t-flu right
and warched in line of Lattle through an open field south of the piku’
I passing through this field we discovered the enewy making o flank
movewent. on our right, in a wood bordering apon the field.  Intelli-
gence was conveyed to yon, and, us [ wndersiand, by vou to our division
commander. We wade a stand at the edge of the wood in our frou,
but were soon ordered to advauce, which we did. '

After entering the woods our skirpiishers were ordered in, as the line
of the enemy was in sight. We still advuuced to within as near as I
could judge, 100 yards of their line, and opened fire. 'l‘hey,’ replied, and
advanced their line; at the same time the flanking force opened a ga’,lling
cross-ﬁrt'a upon us. We held the position as long as we could do so with.
out sacrificing our whole regiment; we then fell back to our battery and
forme_d line of battle. We were urdered by General Vau Cleve to remain
here till further orders. We soon had orders from you to joiu the bri gade
at the vight, which we did.  Here we formed a new line, and remained
till some time in the night, when we were ordered to march to the loft
again, whers we remained through the night.

Permit me to pass over oceurrences not important, for want of room,
to Jannary 2, when we were in line of battle on the left. About 4 p. .
the evemy was discovered to be advancing. 1 received orders from vou
to fall back to low ground, if it was found we conld not hold our posi-
tion, The enemy attacked on our right; Seventy-ninth and Thirty-fifth
Indiana engaged, and Leld their position firm for some time. In the
mean time | directed my fire at right oblique. The enemy pressed on, and
the Thirty-fifth and Seventy ninth gave way. I still held my men and
kept up the fire till the cnewy had passed LY us on the right, and then
gave orders to fall back, which we did, to a rail fence. Then we rallied
again, and gave {bew a cross-fire; but they still advaneing made it nee-
essary to fall back to the ground you desiguated. I gave the command
and we fell back to the buildiug on the hill. Here Adjutant Hodgeé
and myself, together with other officers, succeeded in raliying a large
force, together wirh our regiment, and opened a destructive eross fire on
the enemy, which soon bad its effect upon their extreme left, and assisted
ggz)lr{ much in their tinal repulse.  We followed them till ordered to fall

I must here mention that at the first rally at the rail fence was
seen of Colovel Williams. [ suppose him to be taken pi(:iso(tﬁ:.h 6(1)33:
loss, as it stands now, is 56 wounded. 10 killed, and 47 missing.*

I must make mention of sowe oficers and men that acted with great
bravery: First is our colonel, William C. Williams. Adjt. Joseph C.
Hodges was among the most efficient aud brave; Acting Licut. J oseph
W. Burch, Company A ; Licutenanis Gansenhouser and Thomas Com-
pany F; Getty and Muarray, Company B Wilson, Cowpany K1; Hil-

debrand, Company E; acting lieutenants, Company G; Lieutenants

* But see rivised statement, p. 213,
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which order was executed in excellent style until the enemy, by his ter-
rible discharges of musketry and artillery and the weight of his columus,
bore down and threw into disorder our whole lines, when we were thrown
back in eonfusion, but succeeded in again rallying our line at a fence in
our rear; but all in vain, for no human power of our strength could
withstand auch a foree.

But about that time the scene was destined to change. Our artillery
and musketry opened upon their advancing rauks and columns with
fearful destrnction, but stiil he moved steadily forward. At that time
every officer in roy command seemed arcnsed to a sudden sense of duty,
and dashed in to rally what he could for a grand stand, without refer-
ence to a general rallying of the regiment, and went into this terrible
battle, Major Frambes taking command of one wing, Adjutant Holter
of another, and each officer with all he conld gather; and at that time the
fight became terribly fearful, and the enemy was turned and thrown
into complete confusion, and was driven, with awful slaughter, from the
field. And I am proud to say that every officer and soldier in my
coinmand did his whole duty, and we gained, on that day, a magnificent
victory.

We lost, during the several battles from December 31 to January 3,
in killed, 3; wounded, 37, and we had 45 missing, very few of whom
were captured by the enemy, many of them being ordered to guard the
train to Nashville,

My command in the several battles captured 56 prisoners, among whom
were 1 captain and 1 lieatenant. 'We commenced these battles with 291
officers and soldiers, and we have now for duty 206 officers and men. I
had 2 officers wounded and there are 2 missing. 1t is due to my com-
mand to state that one part of them assisted in taking the battery which
waa captured.

I cannot close this report without awarding due praise to my officers,
and in doing this I must name them here, so that the world may know
who have actually played a prominent part in these splendid victories
before Murfreesborough, that must electrify the world, and cause every
true Union man’s heart to thrill for joy. I can, under all cireumstances,
rely upon Major Frambes, who wae everywhere present in the very hot-
teat of the battle, fearless of his own safety. He deserves his country’s
praise. Adjutant Holter, amid showers of bullets, carried my every
order to any part of the field, regardless of his own safety. Let his
country do him justice. Lieutenants Woods and Kibbler deserve to be
remembered by those who may live after them. Captains Vanosdel and
Sargent, and Lieutenants Stevena and Smith ean be relied upon in any
emergency ; and it wasa truly a source of pleasure to me to see Capt. L.
J. Egbert move steadily forward in battle. He deserves his country’s
honor. Lieut.John O°Connor, after being severely wounded in the hand,
bound it up himself, and he continned in command until night, at which
time he had his finger amputated, and was compelled to leavo the field.
The name of such a patriot will live after him. Captain Hill was
severely wounded in the face, and was compelled to retire. A better
officer 1 do not want.

My surgeons, Dre. Hays and Gordon, have my sincerest thanks for
their prompt attention to the wounded.

Companies F, G, and H were commanded by Sergts. Jesse Ellis, Cohen,
Hawkins, and ﬁiley, each of whom deserves a commission, because they
fairly earned them.

My color-bearers did not allow their flags to trail in the dust, but
brought them safely from the field. In a word, I am perfectly satisfied
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with my whole command, and believe the Fifty-ninth Ohio V.
Infantry has, in those four terrible days, fa,it,hfuslrly discharg%d i?,]sucllllri?;;l
and deserves the country’s admiration and esteem. ’

T am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

‘ WILLIAM HOWARD,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Comdy. Fifty ninth Regt. Ohto Vol. Infantry,
James P. FYFrE,
Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade.

No. 159.

Report of Col. Samuel W. Price Twenty-first Kentucky Infant
manding ’Tkird Brigade. # Infuniry, oom

HEADQUARTERS THIRD BRIGADE, THIRD DIVISION,
LEFT WING, FOURTEENTH ARMY Co’nps,
StR: T have the honor to sub oo the ot
IR : 1 have the honor to submit the following report of the ps

Third Brigade, which T command {composed gf tge Fifty—ﬁrs[;)t“&:it:)a
tEyl%tilﬂf:hagctll ‘Tv;eltlltyi;ﬁrsﬁ Kentucky, Thirty-fifth Indiana, and the Nine:

-hip 10 Infantry Regiments), took in the i
boaough since the 315{ ultgzlno: ) the action near Murfrees-

Ju the morning of December 31, my brigade was ord
position it held on the north of the %a.sh%i]le and Muﬁx?egggﬁnfgt?
Railroad, across and on the east side of Stone’s River, crossing the river
ah a ford abont 1 mile below where the railroad bridge crosses it. At
the top of the hill, and about half a mile distant from the river, on the
east side, I formed wy brigade on the left of the First Briga.(ie then
commanded by Col. SBamuel Beatty. No sooner had I thus forme’d the
brigade than an order came from Brigadier-General Van Cleve, then
commanding the Third Division. for my brigade to cross the rix;er at
the same ford, and for me to arrange it so as to overlook and command
theford. 1T accordingly recrossed, and stationed the bri gade on the crest
of the hill, the Eighth Kentucky Regiment on the right of the front line
Third Wlscqumn Battery (commanded by Lieutenant Livingston) on the
left of the Eighth Kentucky, Fifty-first Ohio on the laft of the artillery.
and Thirty-fifth Indiana Regiment on the left of the Fifty-first Ohio.
'Ig?gei;cg?ft lt:roll;gar II{,I;e' was for%ned by the Twenty-first Kentucky and
- io iments, Tweunty-first Ken i

th% Ni_nety-nhinth Ohiogon the left. tueky on the right, und

During the entire day severe fighting was poing on with t i
wing and the center. The battle-field was pgrféc%:ly visible tt‘l;gxzfl%l?:
porition I held, a.qd although frequently iu range of the enemy’s cannon
and exposed at times to their bursting shells and solid shot, the men
and officers of my command were perfectly cool! and comp,osed and
z%mczmed in ranks and conducted themselves as became so]diem’ and

TS,

About 2 p. m. 300 or 400 rebel cavalry appeared on th
posite side of the river, and made a da.gh é’:) a nun’ubertof('3 g?&e?ﬁ?nggt
wagons containing camp equipage. Before they reached the wagoné
I:_leuteqant Livingston, ever vigilant and prompt in the performance of
his daties, opened a sharp fire of artillery on them, killing 3 of them
and somewhat confusing the remainder. Notwithstanding, they suec-
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ceeded in starting off a number of the wagous; bat during their hasty
retreat the artillery disabled one of the wagons, thereby blockading the
roaul and saving the wagons in rear.

Expecting that an attempt would be made afterward by the enemy
to cross the river, T detached the Eighth Kentucky as sharpshooters, to
command (uuder cover of the bank) the ford, and prevent their success
in such an attempt. Afterward nothing unusual occurred on that day,
aud my brigade remained in statu quo.

On the vext morning, January 1, T was ordered by Colonel Beatty
{who, by reason of General Van Cleve having been disabled by a sheli
in the action of the day previous, assumed commaud of the divisiou) to
station the brigade again on the east side of the river, which I accord.
ingly did, placing it half a mile up avd perpendicular to the river, in
two lines, Fifty-first Ohio on the right of the frout line, Eightli Kea-
tucky iu the center, and Thirty-fifth Indiana on the left; also the Third
Wisconsin Battery was in the front line, between the Eighth ientucky
and Thirty-fifth Indiana Regiments, the Twenty-first Ken tucky and
Ninety-ninth Ohio forming the rear line, the Twenty-firat Kentucky on
the right and Ninety-ninth Ohio on the left. During the day there was
heavy skirmishing in our frout, and occasionally bodies of cavalry ap-
peared in the distance iu frout of my command. Our artillery opened
ou them at different times and dispersed them; but after the firing
ceased they reappeared. At sundown our artillery was ordered back to
the rear, to the west side of the river.

The night was passed without any interruption from the enemy, ex-
cept about 12 o'clock there was very sharp firing on_the skirmnish line,
when one of the skirmishers, a private of the Thirty-fifth Indizna Regi-
ment, was kiiled.

On the norning of January 2, the Third Wisconsin Baitery was
ordered up and occupied its former position. Through the day our
skirmishers reported at different times the appearance of rebel artillery
in our frout, and also of fifteen rebel iufantry regimeuts that seered to
pass toward our left, which wuas promptly reported to the commander
of the Third Division, Colonel Beatty. The rebel artillery frequently
shelled the woods we occupied, and killed a private of the Eighth Ken-
tucky, at the same time tvaring the eolors of thas regiment in piecos.
In the skirmishing of the day » private of the Fitty-first Ohio was killed,
and one or two of the Eighth Keuntncky and Thirty-fifth Indiana Regi-
ments wounded.

At 3.15 o’clock the rebels advanced in force through the corn-field
in our front, supposed to be a division. As they advanced to our skir-
mish line, Captain Bantou, of the Eiglith Kentneky, who was in cons-
mand of the skirmishers of the Eighth Kentucky Regiment, was shot
and instantly killed. When they Lad advanced to within gun-shot of
our line, the Fifty-first Ohiv Regiment, commanded by Lieut. Col. R, W,
McClain; the Eighth Kentucky Regiment, commauded by Lient. Col. R.
May, and the Thirty-fifth Indiana Regiment, cowmauded by Col. B, I,
Mullen, poured into their ranks a deadly and effective fire, which seemed,
for a while, to stop their advancing column, but again they advanced
slowly, and here the battle raged desperately. The gallantry and cool-
uess thers eviuced Dy the officers and soldiers of the I ifty-first Ohio,
Highth Kentncky, and Thirty-fifth Tndiana Regiments deserve the
highest praise, and heartily do | attribute it to them.

After these three regiments lLad contended with the enemy, far
superior in numbers to my eommand, for ten or twelve minutes, and
noder a severe five of three hatteries of the enemy (none on our side to
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respond to them), and seeing that to oppase them farther would only
end in the slaughter of my meu, I ordercd the front line to fall back in
order, which it did, as far as possible, and for the second or rear itne,
composed of the Twenty-first Regiment, commanded by Licut. Col. J.
C. Evaus, and Ninety-winth Ohio Regiment, commanded by Col. P. T.
Swaine, to fire on the cnemy as they advanced.  Their line being broken
and confused by the front liue retirin #, also was compelled, after a fow
volleys, to fall back. The officers and men of these two regimoents also
deserve especial praise for their gallantry,

After crossing to the west side of the river, by the perseverance of
the officers a great number of the men were rallied and again returned
to the scene of action, and aided in the ultimate defeat of the encmy.
All the line officers behaved with {he greatest coolpess and courage
during the entire engagement.

I cannot omit to make Lonorable mention of a circumstauce of the
Bcenes of the last day’s engagement, which reflects great credit for the
daring bravery and coolness of the parties concerned. Corpl. E, C.
Hockensmith, of the color-guard of the Twenty-first Kentucky Regi-
ment, and who carried the colors that day. was confronted by a vebel in
the retreat, and was ordered, while on the bank of the river, to surren-
der, to which he replied, “ Myseif I will surrender, bt my colors never,”
at the same moment throwing them into the water. Sergt. J. T. Guan,
Company E, of the same regiment, aeized them and carried them safely
through the battle. Corporal Hoekensmitl: escaped, and is safo.

Iam indebted in the highest degree to the members of wy staff, Lieuts.
John Clark, acting assistant adjutant-general, Carter B. Harrison, act-
ing assistant inspector-general, and Edward Noble, aide-de-camp, for
their assistance, who at all times performed their duties with intelli-
gence and zeal, and deserve especially the highest praise for valor and
efficiency during the action of the 2d instant.

The loss on both sides has been very heavy. My loss in killed is
small in proportion to the number wounded. ~The enemy’s loss, cow-
pared with ours, was at least four to one.

Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant,
8. W, I’RICE,
Colonel, Comdyg. 3d Brig., 3d Div., Left Wing, 14th Army Corps.
Capt. E. A, Oms,
Assistant Adyutant. General, Third Division, Left Wing,

No. 160.
Report of Col. Bernard F. M ullen, Thirty-fifth Indiana Infaniry.

Hpers. (First 1R1sH) THIRTY-FIFTT REGT. INDIANA VouLs.,
In the Field, near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 5, 1863,

CoLONEL: In obedience to orders, 1 have the honor to report officially
to brigade headquarters the part my regiment took in the battles since
December 31, 1862,

On the morning of Deceber 31 last, my regiment moved with our bri
f;&de the Third) across Stone’s River, nud took position on the extrome
eft of tho brigade, fronting east. Wo remained but a short time, when
orders came to recross the river and establish my line, the right resting
npon the Fifty-first Ohio. When the line was thus establislied, my lefs
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rested upon the bank of the river.  When in this position the action
commenced on our right, and in an iueredibly short space of time I found
hundreds of fugitives and numerous wagons and ambulances fleeing in
confusion, and attewpting to cross the river. Orders came from you
to arrest the flight of these fugitives, and to this end I directed my men
to fix bayouets and halt the panic-stricken soldiers. To Capt. John P.
Dufficy, acting major, and Adjutant Scully T am much indebted, as well
a8 the company officers, for erergetic efforts to form the recusants into
line. Two small battalions were formed, and under an officer swiit back
to the right of the line. The confusion was very great, and I feel as if
it was due to my officers and men to mention particularly the cool and
determined manner {in which] they brought order out of confusion.

A short time after the subsidence of the panie on the west side of the
river, I discovered a stampede arising among the teamsters who had
crossed on the east side. An officer rode up and informed me that a
hattalion of the enemy’s cavalry was about to charge upou and capture
the wagous—among them were two wagons belonging to the general-
in-chief—and requesting me, if possible, to save them. [ instantly put
the regiment in march to the ford, in order to meet the cavalry foree.
On my road to the ford I was ordered by Acting Assistant Adjutant-
General Clark to form line again on the Fifty-first Ohio. 1 did so, and
saw the cavalry coming in full charge on the train. At this junctare !
threw the left wing of the regiment back, and opeued a severe fire on
the enemy, the battery on our right shelling him handsomely at the
same time. The result was, the enemy remained but a little while, and
managed to get but a few of the rear wagons away with him.

On the morning of January 1, our division (Third) recrossed to the
east side of the river. The lines were formed in the following order:
First line of our brigade consisted of the Fifty-first Ohio, Eighth Ken-
tucky, and Thirty-fifth Indiana, the latter regimeut being posted on the
extreme left of the brigade, and just behind a curtain of woodland. In
the rear of my regiment was the Ninety-ninth Ohio; ou the left was the
Seventy-ninth Indiana. In the course of the day I furnished three com-
panies of skirmishers, G, I, and E, under Captains Prosser and McKim.
Skirmishing was kept up all day. In the evening I relieved Companies
E, 1, and G by sending out the other seven companies, under command
of Captain Dafficy.

At midright the enemy undertook to drive in my skirmishers by a
vigorous assault. Yam proud to report that in this they signally failed.
The line of skirmishers never gave an inch. On the contrary, in the
gallant ardor of the moment, they drove the enemy beyond his own line
and established the Thirty-fifth upon it. In this affair I lost 1 man
killed and 2 wounded. Captain Dufficy on the right, and Captain Crowe
upon the left of skirmishers, behaved with distinguished gallantry.

At daylight 1 found it pecessary to relieve the line of skirmishers, as
they had Leen all night and part of the preceding day without rest or
nourishment.  An order came from brigade headquarters for every
regiment to throw out in front of their owu line two companies of skir-
mishers. The skirmishers from my regiment were nnder commaud of
Capt. James McKim, a cool and daring officer.

All day of the 2d inatant, skirmishing kept up heavy in the cntire
front. Abont 2 p. m. a rebel battery opencd upon us and threw solid
shot and shell until 4 p. m., when the enemy, in force, advanced upon
us. 1 had directed my men to lie down and fix bayonets, und in no
case to fire until 1 gave the word. The skirmishing became very Lrisk,
and my skirmishers came in, fell into line with the regiment, reporting
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to me the approach of an immense force.  The enemy advanced steadily
in column by regiment, en dehelon.

When within a short distance of the line of the Fifty-first Ohio and
Eighth Kentucky, the first brigide of the eneiny came into line, and
botl parties opened a crashing fire of musketry,  The enemy’s second
brigade came up to the work, yelling—they were immediatcly in my
front. I considered it best to let them advance to within 30 or 40 paces
of wy line, as I believed they had no knowledge of iny position, before
I opened my fire. When their right Hank was immediately opposite
my line, I gave the order to rise and fire. ' With a deafening cheer the
order was gallantly obeyed. A plunging volley staggered the advane.
ing columups, and before the cuemy conld reeover bis SUTprise my regi-
went had reloaded and commenced a well-aimed and telliug file fire,
The flash and rattle of my musketry gave information to the battery in
my front, which opened furiously upon me, The close proximity of the
belligerent lines obliged the gunners to throw their shells to my rear
and solid shot to my extreme left. This accounts for the left wing suf-
fering 50 much more than the right.  After twenty minutes of o mur-
derous fire from the enemy, and seeing that he was steudily advancing
upon the regiments on ny right and left, [ called for the Ninety-uninth
Ohio to come forward und support me. 1 intended to have tried the
virtue of the bayonet, according to the instructions of our much.
respected general-in-chief. Iregret very wuch to say, after two appeals
to the Nioety-ninth Ohio, that regiment failed to come forward. The
right wing of the Seventy-ninth Indiana was now engaged, and the
whole of our brigade line on our right. Through all this terrible fire of
musketry and shell, I am proud to say not a single officer or man
flinched.

The enemy soon pressed forward. In my rear the Ninety-ninth Ohio
bad gone from the ficld. The Seventy-ninth Indiana then gave way
under this terrific pressure, The regiments on my right, the Fifty-first
Ohio and Eighth Kentucky, were slowly retiring, and fighting heroic-
ally. At the end of forty threc minutes of . desperate aund unequal con-
test, I found the enemy completely around wy flanks. To prevent a
useless destruction of life, or entire capture of my regiment, 1 gave the
order to retire. T was obliged to repeat it, and cvenr then the brave
fellows complied reluctantly-—muny refused, and they were either killed
or captured.

On reaching the river, in our rear some 400 yurds, I rallied the torn
ranks of my regiment. I[lere were the reinaining fragments of the Fifty-
first Ohio, Eighth and Tweunty first Kentucky, with some other regi-
ments that I eannot now designate. A bold and determined fire was
opened by this new-formed line. The enemy paused, fought, and then
at last broke and fled, cur nien pursning themn with cheers aud a heavy
straggling fire. So deafeniug was the musketry, I did uot hear or know
a single piece of artillery was giving us any aid until I reacbed the crest
of the hill in the wood upon vur right. The enemy wade one stand
more on this hill; it was but mementary, for onr brave lads were upon
them, and they fled, never again to rally.

In my efforts, sgreeably ro vour arders, to ascertain what officer or
man particularly distinguished hinse!f for gallantry, or disgrazced him-
self by cowardice, 1 asked a special report fram officers comupmnding
companied, [ received but one report: They communded a body of
beroes. My own observation goes to indorse the terihfulness of these
officers’ reports. Tu the rush for the advanee, portions of the Thirty-
fifth Indiana, Fitty first Olio, Bighthand Twonty ficst Kentuceky reached
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ttery. The boys of the Fifty first claim one piece, their
e Thirty-fifth another. To do justice, I think your entire
eely represented in the capture of these pieces. Where
unflinchingly, for forty-three minutes, a combined fire of
artillery at close range, it is certainly hard to give to any
ence for gallantry. 1 had but few officers with me; each
had some peculiar tact of excellence, some one splendid

n, I feel obliged to call attention to the splendid conduct
» John Scully. His cscape was a miracle, freely expos-
1d cheering the men throughout the action to deeds of
1aj. Robert Stockdale fought desperately, but coolly; he
:ular mention, not only for his conduct on this field, but
and cheerful manner he has ever performed his duties.
>k, my surgeon, I must acknowledge valuable services;
ant on the field, he is kind and attentive in the hospit.ai
ermaster Igoe was on the field, attentive to the wounded,
ort to have them carefully transported to the rear. By

night not a wounded man of the Thirty-fifth could be
ield. To Father Cooney, our chaplain, too mueh praise
3. Indifferent as to himaelf, he was deeply solicitous
al comfort and spiritnal welfare of us all.  On the field
1 indifferent to danger, and in the name of the regiment
© his kindness-and laborious attention to the dead and

B. F. MULLEN,
Colonal Thirty-fifth Indiona.
RICE,
ting Third Brigade.

No. 1861,

Gresm B. Broaddus, Highth Kentucky Infantry, of engage-
ment January 2.

DQUARTERR E1eBTH EENTUCKY VOLUNTEE
January 26, 1863.

’he honor to make the following report of the part taken
tegiment Kentucky Volunteers in the battle of January
sboroagh ;
- we took position near the crest of a hill, the Fifty-first
ur right and the Thirty-fifth Indiana on our left. Noth.
terest oceurred until the morning of the 2d, when brisk
an along the whole line, and continued unti! about 2
he enemy advanced with infantry and artillery. The
ame general, and, the enemy pressing hard apon the
forced them to retire, giving the enemy an opportunity
t flank and rear, which they lost no time in accomplish-
+ and officers of my regiment fought with becoming
18, and determination until flanked on the right and left:
bance to stay the onward course of the enemy, we retired
side of the river jnst in time to save our capture.
. Banton, of Company F, was killed early in the action,
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while gallantly commanding a line of skirmishers. We lost 7 killed on
the field, 7 officers wounded, 2of whom have since died ; 69 wen wounded,
12 of whom bave since died, and 27 missing.

Very respectfully,
G. B. BROADDUS,
Major, Commanding Kighth Regiment Hentuecky Volunteers.

Col. STANLEY MATTHEWS,
Commanding Third Brigade.

No. 162,

Report of Lieut. Col. James C. Evans, Twenty-first Kentucky Infantry,
of engagement January 2.

HEADQUARTERS TWENTY-FIRST KENTUCKY VOLUNTEERS,
Near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 3, 1863.

SIR: In obedience to your orders, I took my position, with the rest of
the brigade, on Thursday morning (1st), on the Murfreesborough side of
Stone’s River, the Fifty first Ohio, Eighth Kentucky, and Thirty-fifth
Indiana in the first line, running nearly north and south and fronting
east, and my regiment and the Ninety-ninth Ohio in the second line;
my regiment in rear of the Fifty-first, the Ninety-ninth in rear of the
Thirty-fifth. During that day nothing of importance occurred, save the
continual firing of the skirmishers.

On Friday (2d), Companies F ard D, of my regiment, were ordered
out on the extreme left of the division, as skirmishers, and Company B
on the right, next to the river. During the fight of that day, Companies
Fand D did not come under my observation, but I am assured by Captain
Evans, who commanded the two companies, that the men behaved like
true soldiers. Special mention was made of the coolness and bravery
of Lient. Frederick Temple, commanding Company D. All the mworning
the skirmishing continued. About 1 p. m. the rebel artillery commenced
throwing shells among us, greatly to our annoyance. At this time our
artillery was withdrawn to the opposite side of the river, to the astonish-
ment of all. 1t seems that our liftle brigade had been forgotten, or was
left there all alone to be sacrificed, in order to draw the enemy on, which
latter turned out to be the case,

Near 3 o’clock the rebel column advanced. I could see Company B,
as they slowly fell back, fighting with the coolness and conrage of vet-
erang, On they came, and when within 30 or 40 yards of our line the
Tifty-first and Eighth arose and poured into them a destructive fire,
These two regiments fought like tigers—longer, too, than could have
been expected under the circumstances. I, bein g interested in the fight
in front, failed to notice the rebels advancing around our right, until
they completely flanked us. By this time the Eighth and Fifty-first
were driven back, and 1 at once ordered my men to rise and fall back,
but to fight as they went, which they did.

We were driven back some 200 yards, to the bed of the river, where
I rallied my men, but was ordered by Colonel Beatty, who commanded
the division, to cross the river, and rally the men behind the batteries.
We crossed, but, owing to the firing of our artillery and the fresh troops
coming into line, my men were so scattered that it was impossible to
rally all of them together; but I am glad to state that they all rallied
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upon oue regiment or another, and again went iu, and remained during
the fight. 1 bave no censore for a single man of my c;n_:qumnd, but, the
highest praise for ihem all. I did not see the Thirty-fifth and Ninety-
ninth during the engagement.
My loss, in killed, wounded, and missing, was 55. _
With the greatest respect, I remain, your obedient servant,
J. C. BVANS,
Lreut. Col. [wenty-first Kentucky Vols., Comdg. Regt.

Col. 8. W. PRrICE,
Commanding Third Brigade.

No. 163.
Report of Tdeut. Col. Richard W. McOlain, Fifty-first Ohio Infantry,

HpqRs. FIFTY-FIRST REGT. OH10 VOLUNTEER INFANTRY,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January —, 1563.

CoroNEL: I have the honor to make the following report of the oper-
ations of the F.fty-first Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry in front of
Murfreesborough doring the late engagement:

On our arrival at Stone’s River, on Monday evening, December 29,
1862, my regiment was ordered on picket duty, to take post to the left
of the pickets of General Wood’s division, where we remained until
‘Wednesday morning, December 31, when we received orders to rejoin
our brigade, which was then en route for the purpose of crossing Stone’s
River. After we had crossed over, the Fifty first was assigned its post-
tion in the center of the first line of battle; the Bighth Kentucky on
our right, and the Thirty-fifth Indiana Infantry on our left. We had not
been in line of battle over half an bour, when I received orders to re-
cross the river and take position opposite the ford, where we remained
until 1 p. m,, when the enemy’s cavalry, with two pieces of artillery,
made a dash at our hospital wagons, which had not yet recrossed.
Therenpon the Fifty-first was ordered to change position some 40 paces
to the rear, in order to open the way for one of our batteries to open
fire upon the enemy. We remained in that position until 3 p. m. The
enemy’s shot enmmeneced falling among us, and we were again ordered
to change our position about 100 yards to the rear, and out of range of
the enemy’s battery, where we remained during the night. ‘

On Thursday morning, January 1, at 5.30 o'clock, [ received orders
from Col. Samuel Beatty, then commanding the Third Division, “to
take the [ifty-first Ohio and throw it across Stone’s River immediately;
then to deploy four companies as skirmishers, holding the remaining
six companies as » ‘reserve;’” adding at the sawme time, ‘ move your
regiment forward,” and he would throw additional forces to support me,
and, if possible, to accomplish this before it was clearly light, which was
done. Our line of skirmishers had not advanced far before a spirited
fire was opened between them and the enemy’s line of skirmishers. In
a few minutes I received orders to “halt the line of skirmishers and not
bring on an cngagement,” which I did. -

The six companies of reserve were then ordered to take position on
the emivence on the right of the first line of battle, my right resting
near Stone’s River, wiile the Eighth Kentucky and Thirty-fifth Indiana

®rmad on our left. We immediately discovered a battery of the enemy
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about 1,200 yards in onr frong, which I reported to Colonel Beatty, who
sent w battery to the frout, posting two picces to my right and four
pieces to the left of the first ine. Our battery then opened fire on the
enemy, consisting of artillery, cavalry, and infuntry, who were posted
in the edge of the woods in front of us, the enemy feebly replying with
their artillery, their sharpshooters at the same time keeping up a brisk
fire on our line of skirmisbers all day. Thus passed Thursday. In the
evening the four companies that were skirmishing were relieved and
formed with the regiment, where we lay that night on our arms.

On Friday morning, at daybreak, the enemy’s sharpshooters opened
on us with increased vigor. Two companies of the Fifty first were then
sent to relieve the frount line of skirmishers. At about 12 m. the enemy
changed the position of their battery to the left of onr front, and opened
a heavy fire on us at this elevated point, and, having got range of the
two pieces of artillery posted where we were stationed, our pieces had
to be withdrawn a short distance to the rear. The enemy’s line of skir-
misbers was then strengthened, and drove onr skirmishers back a short
distance, and gained possession of some buildings which our skirmishers
were unable to hold. Our line then rallied, drove the enemy from the
baildings, who set them on fire before leaving them.

Between the hours of 1 and 2 p. m. we could distinetly see in the dis-
tance large bodies of infantry forming in our front and moving to our
left, accompanied by artillery and cavalry, I immediately notified the
proper officers of the movements of the enemy. Soon thereafter we saw
large bodies of infantry forming in our front in line of battle, and moving
toward us. They advanced to within between 600 and 800 yards of our
front and halted, and commenced throwing down a line of fence run.
ning parallel to our line. T immediately directed Adjutant Nicholas to
report the fact, and he informed Major Starling of the enemy’s move-
ments, a8 well as the brigade and division eommanders that the enemy
were in the act of attacking us. The enemy’s artillery was playing on
ug up to this time, when it ceased, and their line of battle immediately
advanced, their center mwoving steadily, while their left was thrown
around to Stone's River. After advancing in this manner to within
200 yards of our front, they set up a most hideons yell, and charged upon
us in two lines of battle, closed in mass, while their skirmishers ralliod
to their left.

At this period the eight companies of the Fifty-first were lying down,
with bayonets fixed, being partially protected by a depression of the
ground, the two companies of skirmishers still disputing the advance
of the enemy’s left, which was in advance of their center, and moving
more rapidly, in order to get between ns and the river, to outflank us.
When their line arrived within G0 yards of our front, so that we
could plainly see their breasts, I gave the command to rise and fire,
which was done, the enemy at the same time opening a terrific fire
upon us; their front line, using revolving rifles, kept up a continnous
fire, and advancing. Being pressed heavily, and our right forced back
and outflanked, the artillery having been withdrawn previous to the
charge, we were compelled to fall back and cross the river, where I ral-
lied portionas of the regiment under cover of our artillery, then recrossed
the river, and advanced with our colors and assisted in driving the en-
emy beyond our first position, capturing one piece of artillery belonging
to the Washington Battery, our colors being the first to wave over the
gun. [t being dark, and the enemy driven from the field, we were
ordered to seek quarters for the night.

The following 18 a list of the killed, wounded, and missing in the reg.
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iment during the engagement: Killed, 24 ; wounded, 122; missing, 44,
Total, 190.

The following is a list of those especially noted for gallantry and
ungallantry :

Tor gallant coudnet: Sergts. Thomas Rodgers (color-bearer) and
William Barpes, Company H; Privates Jesse T. Beachler, Company
A; M. Morgan, John G. Fox, and John Hilliker, Company F; N.
Jones and Theophilus Phillips, Company H, and Nathan A. Carpenter,
Company L.

For ungallantry: First Sergt. William A. Himes, Company A ; Pri-
vates Jacob Lenhart and Martin Hart, Company F.

Great praise is due both officers and soldiera for the manner in which
they sostained the first charge of the enemy, and, although compeiled
to fall back, being pressed by superior numbers, still greater praise
is due them for rallying with the advance, and assisting to drive the
enemy from the field.

I am, colonel, your obedient servant,
R. W. McCLAIN,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Comdg. Fifty-first Regt. Ohio Vol. Infantry.

Col. STANLEY MATTHEWS,

Commanding Third Brigade, Third Division, Left Wing.

No. 164.

Report of Lieut. Col. John E. Cummins, Ninety-ninth Olio Infantry, of
engagement January 2.

HpQRrs. NINETY-NINTH REGT. UHIO VOL. INFANTRY,
Near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 24, 1863.
Sir: The following is a copy of my remarks accompanying my report
of killed, wounded, and missing of this regiment in the battle of Stone’s
River, which report was made on the 4th day of January, 1863:
31k : I have the honor to make the following report:

The Ninety-ninth Regiment went into action on January 2 with 369 men, rank and
1

L -

.

The regiment lost, as the foregoing shows, 1 commiasioned officer and 11 enliated
men, killed ; 3 commissioned officers and 41 enlisted men, wounded; 1 commissioned
officer and 35 enlisted men are missing. Of this number some are known to have been
wonnded on the field, and some to be prisoners in the haunds of the enemy.

Affer the regiment was compelied to fall back, I found that, with but few exceptions,
the men rallied and wuent back into the action. The conduct of the officers and men
of the regiment was all that could be asked, and I might do injustice to some to men-
tion particnlar instances of good couduct. Colonel Bwaine, who was in command,
and is wounded and abseot from the regiment, sends back word that he was well ant-
infied with the conduct of sll the officers and men of his command, and that they
obeyed every order which he gave, with promptness,

J. E. CUMMINS,

Liewtenant-Colonel, Comdg. Ninety-ninth Rogiment Ghio Volunteer Infaniry.

Colonel PricE,

Commanding Third Brigade, Third Division, Laft Wing.

There are several inaccuracies in the report made at that time. It
should have reperted 12 enlisted men and 1 commissicned officer killed;
1 commiersioned officer and 29 cnlisted men missing.

J. E. OUMMINS,
Lieutenant-Colonel Ninety-ninth Ohio.
Col. STANLEY MATTHEWS,
Commanding Third Brigade, Third Division.
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No. 185.

Reports of Brig. Gen. David 8. Stanley, U. 8. Army, Chief of Cuvalry,
including skirmishes near La Vergne, December 27, at Wilkinson's Oross-
ERoads, December 29, (weralls Creek, December 31, and Lytle's Creek,
January 5.

Hpqrs. OAVALRY, FOURTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND,
Near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 9, 1863,

MajoRr: I have the honor to submit, for the information of the gen-
eral commanding the army, the following statement of the part taken
by the cavalry under my command in the advance upon and battle of
Maurfreeshorough :

On December 26 I divided the cavalry into three columns, putting
the First Brigade, commanded by Colonel Minty, Fourth Michigan Cav-
alry, upon the Murfreesborough pike, in advance of General Critten-
den’s corps. The Second Brigade, commanded by Colonel Zahm, Third
Obio Cavalry, was ordered to move on Franklin, dislodge the enemy’s
cavalry, and move parallel to General McCook’s corps, protecting his
right flank. The reserve cavalry, consisting of the new regiments, viz,
Anderson Troop, or Fifteenth Pennsylvania Oavalry, First Middle Ten-
neases, Second Fast Tennessee Cavalry, and four companies of the Third
Indiana, I commaunded in person, and preceded General MeCook’s corps
on the Nolensville pike. Col. John Kennett, commanding cavalry divis-
ion, commanded the cavalry on the Murfreesborough pike. For the
operations of this column, and also the movements of Colonel Zahm
up to December 31, I would refer you to the inclosed reports of Colo-
nels Kennett, Zahm, and Minty.

Oa the morging of the 27th our cavalry first encountered the enemy

on the Nolensville pike, 1 mile in advance of Bole Jack Pass. Their
cavalry was in large force and accompsanied by a battery of artillery.
Fighting continued from 10 o’clock until evening, during which time
we had driven the enemy 2 miles beyond La Vergne,
. TheThird Indiana and Anderson Troop behaved very gaillantly, charg-
ing the enemy twice and bringing them to hand-to-hand encounters.
The conduct of Majors Rosengarten and Ward, the former now deceased,
wad most heroie.

On the 28th we made a reconnaissance to College Grove, and found
that Hardee’s rebel corps had marched to Murfreesborough.

On the 29th Colonel Zahm’s brigade, having joined, was directed to
march upon Murfreesborough by the Franklin road, the reserve cavalry
moving on the Bole Jack road, the columns communicating at the cross.
ing of Stewart’s Creek.

We encountered the enemy’s cavalry, and found them in stron g force
at Wilkinson’s Oross-Roads. Our cavalry drove them rapidly across
Overall’s Creek, and within one-half mile of the epemy’s line of battie.
The Andergon éavalry behaved most gallantly this day, pushing at full
charge upon the enemy for 6 miles. Unfortunately their advance proved
too reckless. Having dispersed their cavalry, the Troop fell upon two
regiments of rebel infantry in ambush, and after a gallant struggle were
compelled to retire, with the loss of Major Rosengarten and 6 men kilted,
and the brave Major Ward and 5 men desperately wounded. With the
loss of these two most gallant officers the apirit of the Anderson Troop,
which gave sueh fine promise, seems to have died out, and I have not
been able to get any duty out of them since.




