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down a heavy fence, the firing of the battery ceased,* We advanced
to the top of a hill in the rear of La Vergne, when Colonel Dodge re-
ceived orders to return to town.

I thought at the time, and think so still, that our advance through
the woods was as rapid as circumstances would admit of. The only
time lost was when I directed the cavalry to reconnoiter on our left.
Halting at that time was thought to be a necessity.

Hoping the above will fully explair the matter referred to in Orders,
No. —, I remain, respectfully, yours,

P. B. HOUSUM.

Capt. D. C. WAGNER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 3.
Report of Oapt. Thomas E. Rose, Seventy-seventh Pennsylvanie Infantry.

CavP NEAR INSANE ASYLUM,
November 29, 1862.

Sik: In compliance with the request of Lieutenant-Colonel Housum,
commanding Seventy-seventh Regiment, I have the honor to make the
g)llowing report of the part that I took in the skirmish near La Vergne,

enn. :

‘When the Beventy-seventh had formed on the left of the Twenty-ninth
Indiana, I was ordered to take one company and deploy it forward as
skirmishers, and join on the left of the skirmishers of the Twenty-ninth,
which I did, and which post I had the honor to hold throughout the
skirmish. After I had got my company into position, we were ordered
to advance across the woods, and over a ditch, which was the bed of a
small creek ; thence across an open space to the edge of the grove on
the left of tile town. From the time I first deployed the company, the
enemy had kept firing on us, and in a short time after we entered the
latter grove the firing became quite heavy upon my position of the line.
At this time the whole line of skirmishers wag ordered to halt, and my
little band snstained the concentrated fire of the rebels for a eonsidera-
ble length of time, when the rebels advanced toward us with a loud
cheering, which cheering we as lustily returned. My portion of the com-
mand being at this time re-enforced, we charged upon them, and drove
them back through the woods into and across an open space to the next
grove beyond, their officers using their nutmost endeavors to rally them,
which they partially sueceeded in doing behind a fence on the opposite
edge of the grove, They did not stay our progress, however, and one
portion of the rebels returned peli-mell down the road toward the Leb-
anon pike, and the other in tolerable order toward the railroad. Wo
were here ordered t¢ move by the right flank, which we did for about
150 or 200 yards, and then advanced direetly across the railroad at an
angle of about 20 degrees, our right thrown forward, striking the rail-
road first, and, when the left of my line had pasaed’ over the railroad
about 100 yards, I discovered a section of artillery belonging to the
enemy & little to tke front, but almost upon my right flank. 1 immedi-

" Nore oN ORIGINAL.—The line of skirmishers passed through a field on our left,
snd sdvanced through the wooda in the direction of the hill on which the rebel bat-
tery was placed.
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ately signaled my skirmishers to change direction to the right, to gain
the rear of the battery, which they did until we had wheeled about 30
degrees, when we encountered about 300 dismounted cavalry, which at
first I took to be aregiment of infantry. We attacked them with a loud
cheer, and they immediately began to give way, but dispated the ground
for probably 100 yards, when they fled precipitately to their horses,
which were posted in the rear of the battery. We pushed at double-
quick townrd the battery, but, as soon as the cavalry reached their
horses, both cavalry and artillery commenced a thundering retreat, and
we continued in full pursuit, although we were a quarter of a mile in
advance of our main reserve, until an orderly came up, stating that he
was the bearer of an order from the brigade commander directing us to
fall back, which we did until we neared the town, where I assembled
my skirmishers and returned to the regiment,
Your obedient servant,
THOS. E. ROSE,

Captain, Comdy. Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania Volunieers.

3. T. Davis,
Adjutant Seventy-seventh Eegt. Pennsylvania Volunteers.

No. 4.

Congratulatory letter from General Braxton Bragy to Brig. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler, 0. 8. Army, commanding cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF [ENNESSEE,
Myrfreesborough, November 27, 1862,

General WHEELER, Chief of Cavalry :

GENERAL: The general commanding directs me to thank you for
your successful engagement with the enemy to-day. He also desires
you will express to the First Alabama Regiment (one of his old corps)
his appreeiation of their gallant conduet, not unexpected, which you
refer to in your report.* He further directs me to state that you expose
yourself too recklessly in affairs of this character.

I am, general, your obedient servant,
GEORGE WM. BRENT,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

NOVEMEER 26-30, 1862.—Operatione about Springfield, Tenn.
Report of Lisut. Ool. Daniel F. Griffin, Thirty-eighth Indiana Infantry.
HEADQUARTERS THIRTY-EIGHTH INDIANA VOLUNTEERS,

Edgefield Junction, Tenn., December 2, 1862.

Sie: In pursuance of your orders, of date November 23, I proceeded
with my command and 22 wagons, leaving camp at 7.30 o’clock on

* Not found,
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the morning of the 26th ultimo, arriving at Springfield, Robertson
County, Tennessee, at 3.30 p. m. of the same date. Immediately on ar-
rival, pickets were thrown out on all avennes of approach to the town,
and Company E, Capt. William L. Carter commanding, placed on duty
a8 provost guards. Immediate search was made for subsistence stores

a8 contemplated by your orders, and flour, to the number of .,143 har.
rels, fonnd stored. Of this I immediately had loaded 249 barrels on the
wagons then at hand, and parked them for the night close to my com

mand, sending at the same time a conrier forward for further supply of
Wagons.

Examinations made on the 27th resulted in ihe finding of one lot of

106 barrels of flour, another of 40 barrels, and three lots of bacon—say
something more than 3 tons—for correct statement of which I wonld
refer to reports of Lientenant Hollister, acting brigade eommissary.
_ On the evening of November 27, Lientenant-Colone) Kell, command-
ing Second Ohio Volunteers, arrived with his regiment and wagon-train,
and assumed command of the post. From that date two companies of
my command were doing provost guard duty, two on picket duty, and
the others escorting trains, or such other duties as were required by the
demands of the expedition.

On Saturday, November 29, 1 proceeded, with four companies of my
command, under Lieutenant-Colonel Kell, Second Ohio Volunteers, to the
Logan Mills, situated on Red River, Kentucky, 13 miles north of Spring-
fleld, on the old Russellville road, returning from there after dark, and,
when about one-half mile from Springfield, the rear, or rather the strag-
gling portion of the command (the march havin g been a very severe one),
was fired upon by bushwhackers, wounding in the leg severely Joseph
Candiere, Company B, of my regiment. Three shots were fired, and the
wound inflicted with buckshot, evidently fired from a shot-gan. These
facts coming to my knowledge, I immediately sent out a detachment of
«W0 companies, under Maj. Fokn B. Glover, with orders to arrest all men
found in the immediate vicinity of the firing, and to bring them and all
arms found in their possession to camp. This duty was promptly per-
formed, and 10 of the citizens living in the immediate neighborhood
brought to camp and turned over to the provost-marshal, together
with 3 shot-guns and 5 rifles. The citizens were held in custody until
the next evening, when a court of inquiry, consisting of Maj. J. B.
Glover, Capt. William L. Carter, Lieut. James V. Eelso, and myself,
after a thorough investigation, being satisfied of their innocencs, disz
charged them, retaining, however, their guns, which were brought to
this camp, and now await your order as to what disposition shall be
mzi.cdle (g' th%m.

Monday, December 1, a. m., my command was relieved by the Thirty-
third Okio Volunteers, and,as soon as the companies t-he:gn on pi::ll.igt
could be called in, started for this camp, arriving here at 6 p. m., bring-
ing with us 3 prisoners, who were turned over to us by the citizens of
Springfield, together with 1 horse and 3 guns, which'I have hrought
with me to this camp. Prisoners are members of Morgan’s and Wood-
ward’s guerrilla bands.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. . . D. F. GRIFFIN,
Lieut. Ool., Comdg, Thirty-eighth Regiment Indiana Volunteers.

GEoRGE H. VANDEGRIFT,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, Ninth Brigade.
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NOVEMBER 26-DECEMBER 1, 1862. —Expedition from Edgefield to Har-
peth Shoals, Clarksville, &c., Tenn.

Report of Lisut. Col. James 8. McOlelland, Twenty-fifth Illinois Infantry.

HEADQUARTERS TWENTY-FIFTH ILLINOIS VOLUNTEERS,
Camp near Edgefield, Tenn., December 2, 1862,

GENERAL: In pursuance of your order, received the night of No-
vember 26, T left camp at 11 oclock with the Twenty-fifth Illinois, Major
Nodine ; Thirty-fifth Illinois, Lientenant-Colonel Chandler, and one com-
pany of the Thirty-sixth 1llinois Cavalry, Captain Sherer. My instruec-
tions from General Davis were to march to Harpeth Shoals, to intercept
1,200 cavalry (said to have crossed there), and, if possible, cut them up.

I moved my command 16 miles, and halted for breakfast; rested two
hours, and moved on near to Harpeth Shoals; encamped and sent out
scouts,

Having received such information as convinced me that no enemy in
any force was near, I moved at 8 o’clock next morning, 28th, to a camp
1 mile east of Coopertown, on the Nashville and Clarksville road. At
12 o’clock at night I received orders to march to Harpeth Shoals or
Clarksville, to intercept a force said to be at Trenton, Todd County.

In obedience to this order, I separated my teaws, and sent those
already loaded, with the prisoners, under a strong escort, to a camp at
Edgefield, and, with the balance of my command, left camp at 3 a. m.,,
29th, and arrived at Port Royal at 11 a. m., where I learned that no
force was then nearTrenton, but that Woodward’s command had crossed
the Cumberland below and at Olarksville some time doring the 28th. I
therefore went into camp with my infantry force, and sent the cavalry
on to Clarksville. They reported to me before daylight on the morning
of the 30th that, on their arrival at Clarksville, they found the advance
of Colonel Bruce’s command occupying the town, and that the enemy,
700 strong, was in camp 10 miles south of Clarksville, and they expected
to make an attack on the camp at daybreak of the 30th. On hearing
this, I left my camp at 8.30 a. m., and marched to Sycameore Creek and
encamped.

December 1, marched at 8.30 o’clock and arrived in camp, near Edge-
field, at 4.30 p. m. My march in a direct line was 97 miles in some less
than five days, besides the scouting done by parties sent out for the
purpose of obtaining information. The cavalry command labored faith-
fully, and I cannot speak in too high terms of their promptness and
efficiency, as well as good conduect, on the march. Great credit is due
Capt. 8. B, Sherer for the discipline he enforced.

During the march T captured on the road going south 3 wagons,
loaded with 20 barrels of whisky, with the owner and his teamsters,
and found on his person £3,080 of Confederate bills, in sheets. I brought
in near 500 bushels of wheat, 150 bushels of corn, 16 barrels of flour,
and 5 barvels of salt. I captured over 20 prisoners, 11 of whom I had
turned over; 2 I paroled (they being sick and wounded), and the Lal-
ance I released nnconditionally for want of sufficient evidence against
them. Ialso brought in 20 head of horses, 10 head of mules, aund 6
guns. All of the above property was takeu from persons known to be
disloyal, and receipts were given by ruy quartermaster and approved by
a commrssioned officer in all cases where any owner could be found, or
family of owner to give them to. Most of the property taken belongs
to men serving in the rebel army. I found the roads leading from
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Sacond (lats Fifth) Brigade.

(1.) Brig. Gen. EDwakp N. Kizx. 20th Indiansa:
(2.) Cal. JosErE B. Dopgk. Lieut. Col, David M. Dunn

j. Joseph P. Collina.
3th Minois: el Josep,

30th Indiana:
Lisut. Col. Hiram W. Bristol.

Maj. Alexander P. Dysart g: - Joae h(?n'i]zoggeﬁurd
N er P, . ient. Col. . .
79th Illincis : v i

. T7th Peonsylvania:
Col. 8heridan P. Read. Lieut. Col. Peter B. Housum.
Maj. Allen Buckner.

Capt. Thomaa E. Hows,
Third (late Fourth) Brigade,
Col. PRILEMON P, BALDWIN.
6th Indiana, Lient. Col. Hagerman Tripp.
6th Kentueky, Lieat. Col. William W. Bgrr_v

1st Ohio, Maj. Joab A, Stafford,
93d Ohio, Col. Charlea Anderson.

Artillery.*
&th Indiana Batteliy, Capt. Peter Simonson.
]

lst Ohio, Battery 4, Lisut. Edmund B. Belding.
1st Ohio, Baitery E, Capt. Warren P. Edgarton.

Cavalry,
34 Indisna, Compaenies G, H, I, and K, Maj. Robert Klsin,
THIRD (LATE ELEVENTH) Drviston.
Brig. Gen. PEILIP H. BEERIDAN.

Escort.
24 Kentucky Cavalry, Company L, Lieut. Joseph T, Forman.
" Fiest (late Thirty-sovewik) Brigade, Bocond (late Thirty-Aftk) Brigada.
fl.; Brig, Gen. JosEUTA W. S1LL. (L) Col. FEEDERICK SCHAEFER.
2.} Col. N1cHOLA8S GREUSEL. (2.) Lient, Col. BERNARD LalBoLDT.
36th Illnois: 44th Ilinois, Capt. Wallace W, Barrstt.
Col. Nicholas Greusel. 73d Illinois, Maj. Williu,u A. Presson.
Maj. Silas Miller, 24 Missouri ;
Capt. Porter C. Olson. Lieut. Col. Bernard Laiboldt.
Bdth Mllinois, Col. Francis T. Sherman, Maj. Franciv Ehrler.
st Mié:higan, Lient. Col. William B, Mc- | 15th Missouri, Lieut, Cui. John Weber.
reery,
24th Wisconsin, Ma). Elisha C. Hibbard.

Third Brigado.t

(1.} Col. GEORGE W. BOBERTS.
(2.) Col. Luraxr P. BravLEY,

224 Illinois:
Lieut. Col. Francis Bwanwick.
Capt. Bamuel Johnaon.
27th Illinois:
Col. Fazilo A. Harrington.
Maj. William A, Schmitt.
42d Nlincis, Lieut. Col. Nathan H. Walworth,
5lst Illinoie:
Col. Luther P. Bradley.
Capt. Henry F, Wescott.

® The Fifth Indiana was attached to the Third Brigade, Batte A to th Fi.mBn
gade, and Battery E to the SBecond Brigade. e i °
t Formerly First Brigade, Thirteenth Divisiow.
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Artillery.*
Capt. HENRY HESCOCK.

lst Lllinois, Battery

Capt. Charles Hogghta.ling.

C
4th Indians Battery, éapt. Asahel K. Bu
st Missouri, Battery G, Capt. Henry Hescock.

CENTER.
Maj. Gen, GEORGE H. THOMASH.
PROVOST GUARD.
9th Michigan, Col. John G. Parkhurst.
F1m8T (LATE THIRD) DIVISION,
Maj. Gen. LovELL H. ROUSSEAT.

First {late Ninth) Brigade,
Col. Bemyasax F. SCRIBNER.
38th Inﬁd-iana,, Lient. Col. Daniel F, Grif-

24 Ohio:
Lieut. Col. Fohn Kell,
Maj. Anson G. MeCook.
33d Ohio, Capt. Ephraim J. Ellis,
94tk Ohio:
Col. Joseph W. Frizell.
Lient. Col. Stephen A, Basaford.
10th Wiscomsin, Col. Alfred R. Chapin.

Second (late Seventoenth) Brigade.
Col. JouN BEATTY.
42d Indiana, Lieut. Col. James M. Shank-
lin

83th Indians:
Col. George Humphrey,
Lieut. Col. Cyrus E. Briant.
15¢th Eentuclky:
Col. James B, Forman,
Lient. Col. Joseph R. Snider.
3 Ohio, Lisut. Col. Orris A, Lawson.

Third (late Tweniy-cighth) Brigade.
Col. JOBN C. BTARKWEATHER.

24th Illinoia, Col. Geza Mihalotzy.

79th Penn{ivnnia, Col. Henry A, Ham-
bright.

1st Wisconsin, Liont. Col. George B.
Bingham.

21at Wisconsin, Lient. Col. Harrison C.
Hobart.

Fourih Brigade.

Lieut, Col. OLIvER L. SHEPHERD,

15th United Btatea, 1st Battalion :
Maj. John H. King.
Capt. Josse Fulmer,

16th United States, ist Battalion, and
Cowpany B, 2d Battalion :
Maj. Adam J. Slemmer.
Capt. R. E. A. Crofton.

18th United States, 18t Battalion, aud Com-

anies A aud DD, 3 Battalion, Maj.

games N. Caldwell.

18th United States, 24 Battalion, and Com-
panies B, C, E, and F, 3@ Battalion,
Maj. Frederick Townsend.

19th United States, 1st Battalion :
Maj. Stephen D. Carpenter,
Capt. Jamoa B. Mulligan.

Artitlery.t

Capt. Cyrus 0. Loomis.

Eentacky, Battery A, Capt. David C, Btone.
1st Michigan, Battery A, Liout. George W. Van Pel.
5th United Statea, Battery H, Lieut. Francia I.. Guenther.

Caralry.

24 Kentucky (six companies), Maj. Thomas P. Nicholas.

* Battery C was attachod to the Third Brigade, Fourth Indinna to the First Brigade,

and Battery G to the Second Brigade.

tBattery A, Kentucky, was attachod to the Tlird Brigade; Battery A, Firat Mighi-
gan, to the Socond Brigade, and Battory H, Fifth (nited States, to the Fourth Bri-

gade.
12 R R—voL XX, PI I
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Names specially newtioned for imporiant services, fo.—Continued.

Betvice parformed.

Name and tank. Eegiment or detachmont.
Hals, o) - .| 75th Ilinols Voluuteers... } | Specially mentioned for gallant condnet
Litson, captain _.____........ 224 Indisns Voiunteoers.. . in skirmishin,

8] g,

These three infantry captains commanded
their reapactive ons after their
majors had been diaabled, and behaved
with great gallantryand akill, althongh
opposed by an overwhelming nnmber.

Deaerves great credit and special men-

tion.
Hosoook, captain. ...... st Miumourt Battary -| Specizlly mentioned for bravery andakill
in thebattlea and for lefficiency.
Bridges, captain....... .| 19th Ilinoin Volonteers.. ... Continned in command of bis regiment
: after recelving a painful weund.
Belding, lioxtensnt. ......... Commanding Company A,| Recommendad for promotiom for savin
1at Qhio Ardllery.

threa of his battery. (Goodspeed’s,
Bﬂhﬁvagn{.: a cmrl.l:dlr_‘;r manner, by re-
mg ]:la zehgﬁnn a.tml. critioal moment
ot n 2 oom oom-
Lambergon, Heutenant. ... 19¢h Tllinots Volunteers... § | 322 of Ploneer Brigade. Are spe-
W yman Morphy, Houtenani--| 21st Wisoonsin Volunt.oemi gially mentionad in two reports for gal-
W. B.Fisb, ssalstant surgeor.| 8d Indians Cavalry ......._., Flod darfag the battle fo Nashville, and
is reoomganded by M nr~Ganer:.l' My-
Cook for i man passed

himuelf off as an sagistant sur i
proved to be a private. Case
attended to.

Riohssd Jervis, Houteasnt ..| Sth Indiana Batiery.......

Enlisted men recommended for gallant conduot during the battle of Stone’s River, Tonn.

Quartermaster-Bergeant Colburn, Thirty-third Ohio Volanteers.

First Sel‘igant German, Eighth Wisconain Battery.

Sergeant Ferguso: Compang @, Fifty-ninth Dlinois Volunteer Infantry.

Sergeant Holden, Company @, 8ixty-tourth Qhio Volunteer Infantry.

Bergeant McKay, Company E, Forty-first Ohio Volunteer Infariry.

Sergeant MeMahon, Compang H, Forty-first Ohio Volunteer Infantry.

Sergt. R. B. Rhodes, Firat Ohio Volunteer Cavalry.

Sergt. Jason Hurd, Nineteenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry.

Sergt. H. A. Mills, Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry.

Sergt. A. B. Weaver, Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry.

Sergt- F. Mechling, Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania Volanteer Infantry.

Sergt. P. A, Weaver, Seventy-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry.

Corpl. James T. Slater, Second Indiana Volunteer Cavalry.

Corpl. J. P. Patterson, Company G, Forty-first Ohic Volunteer Infantry.

Corpl. W. Huogles, Seventy-cighth Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry.

Private B. J. Pindle, Company L, wagoner. (Especially recommended by Colonal
Maurray, colonel of Third Kentucky Cavalry.)

Private A. F, Freeman, orderly, with Brigadier-General Davis.

Private Abijah Lee, orderly, with Brigadier-General Davis.

Private James Gray, Company E, Thirty-ninth Indiana Voluntser Infantry.

Privato William Hayman, Becond [ndiana Volanteer Coavalry.

Private William Brown, Fifty-ninth Ohio Velunteer Infantry.

Private Nelson Shields, Thirteenth Ohio Velunteer Infaniry.

Private 8. T. Mitchell, Company B, Thirty-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry.

ADDRRNDA.
Special mention of gailaniry, §o.

Lieutensnt-Colone! Housnm, Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania Voluntesr Infantry.
Captain Brigham, Sizty-ninth Ohio Volunteer Infantry.

Captain Cox, Tenth Indiana Battery.

Capt. James P. Mead, Thirty-eighth Illinois Volunteer Infantry.

Lieuf. John I.. Dillon, Thirty-eighth Illinois Volunieer Infantry,

Lientenant Jones, Post's brigade.

1gt. Bovonty-eighth Pennsylvania Regiment captured s robol flag from the Twenty
sixth Regiment Tenneasee, assisted by other regiments of Genemlg Negley’s division,

P

Crir XXXIL] THE S8TONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 205

2d. Lieutenant Guenther's battery and the Second Ohio Velunteers captured the
flag of the Thirtieth Arkausas Volunteers,

3d. Fifteenth indiana Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel! Wood commanding, charged
and captured 173 prisoners from Twentieth Louisiana Regiment.

4th. Thirteenth Michigan Volunteers gallantly recaptured two guns belonging to
Captain Bradley’s battery.

5th. Carlin’s brigade lost half ite fisld officers in killed and wonnded.

6th. Fifth Kentucky Volunteers dragged from tho field by hand a section of artil-

lery, through Jdeep mud and undor heavy fire.
7th. Four color-bearers of the Twenty-first Illinois were shot down, yet the colors

wero borne safely throngh the fight,

‘WASHINGTON, D. C., February 27, 1863,
Colonel KELTON,
Staff of the General-in-Chicf, Washington:

CoLONEL: I have the honor to forward to you the inclosed letter
of Maj. Gen. W. 8. Rosecrans, commanding department. The general
desired me to make such verbal explanations as the General-in-Chief
might require.

I also inclose a statement of our available force in and about Mur-
freesborough, which differs considerably from the  paper” army,

I shall remain in the city no longer than to-morrow, as my health will
not permit me to put farther off that care and treatment which I can
only obtain at home,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. C. PETERSON,
Captain Fifteenth Infantry, and Acting Assistant
Inspector-General, Department of the Cumberland,

[Inclomares. ]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OUMBERLAND,
Murfreesborough, Tenn., February 20, 1863.

Maj. Gen, H. W, HALLECK,
Oommander-in-COhief, Washington, D. C. :

GENERAL: Captain Peterson, acting assistant inspector-general, being
obliged to change climate by medical direclion, I avail myself of hig
zeal and intelligence to send you some details of this army, showing the
percentage of absentees and the wear and tear of an army in battle:

1st. I find from careful examination that the average percentage of
the present and absent, now present, is:

Per cent,
For the Fourteenth ATing COTPB .cvevnvmamnr cimmee s cmmrmeeres cviiis mare meas 56,01
Por the Twentieth Army CorpB. . cavn cvrim it iam e iiia e 50.16
For the Twenty-first AYmy COIPE «vuvereemems srvncmeameianneanrnrs cavann s 00,44

Presuming that each of these corps has fought but one great battle,
in which they lost as follows, viz:

Par ocat,
Fourteenth Army Corps .......... + emmeememerssmeemaseasmecesmmnras o . 18,44
Twentieth ATmy Corpa...vn e el e srrecmsmr rmeat cens aaes 20, 5¢
Twenty-first Army Corps - L. e i e e s 24. 64
Average losy for the entire command . .- oocremvocee e 20. 03

‘We have before the battle:

Per cent.
Fourteenth Army Corps .o oot cietititicccan e eaee s 63. 42
Twentieth Army Corps . —.av oot iireie cemmn e mmme s et csmst vae e mames 64, 60
Twenty-first Army COIPa - .o cue i e i tiecr cnannnrmrcmnnmnnn mann aans 66,03
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Eeturn of oastialiies in the Union foroes, 40.—Continued.

{Coar. XXXIL

] 1
| Eined. | Woundea. | Ouptured
Command. s E | *3
g g T8
i % THILIER
FIRST DIVIHION,
M. Gen. Loveis H. Roussmav.
Stall and es008t. ..coioreeinnn-an P PRSPPI I [ P 1 1f.. .. 3
3
112
[ ]
M
<3
2%
2
132
78
80
108
18
289
56
18
28
st Wisconsin 48
xmmcky Light Avtiliery, Battery & ... ... 1[I ULl [
Total Third Brigade.........c.cccemvvmeceeneeenad ool| 3| 3] 99 0. 144
Fowrth Brigads.
Lieut. Col. OLIVEX L. SEarMaxD,
15¢h United States, Ist Bastalion........................ 1 L] + T4 ... 17 108
16tk United Biates, 1et Babtalion, and Company B, M |...... 18 T 128)..... 18 1685
18tk United Stlhs. htB&tann. and Companies A aod 1 8 8] 118 |..... 2 152
18th Unltad Bhteq. 2&.13;““. and Companiea B, C, B, 1 30 3 98] 5 138
on.
10th U éfms, ......................... 1| ef..... L — 10,
Bth'United Btatea Atﬁﬂhry Buttoryx ................................... ) PR P 5
Total Fourth Brigade ..............oooivevcaniennn. 4 %0 22| 47 ... ﬂli 641
Cowalry. |
M Kentuocky (six companies) ... : 3 SO ‘2
Total Firet Division . ... a5 41 813! L4600
BROOND DIVIBION,
Brig. Gen. JaMes 8. Nxoray.
Pirat Brigada.
Brig. Gon. JaMEs G. Braana
1sb Tonnessee ......... ...l iiiiiiii i e | J) (R S (1N (RS P 1%
M Tennossss. ..........ccoooo i imriiriiiiearenanachiranas 1 el..... wlecmnan [

e
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Beturn of oasualties in the Union foroes, §0.—Continued.

Kiled | Wounded. ufg’m_

E'_Eg
1

Oiloers.
FEnlisted men.
Officers.

8 i1 108
L] 25 139
8 ] 167
[} 38 ]
1 1 2
20 807 |...... 10 3]
1 4
26 ] 130
M4 5 169
8 [] 125
78th Pennaylvania . 1 15 1 188
Kentunk’v‘ ight Artﬂlurﬂ.&ltteg N E 1 1 78 PR 2 [}
18t Ohio Light Artillery, Battery @.... ..o o0 0 Lo 000 g I F R 3| 18
Total Third Brigade ... o 77 a1 460 |...... L
Total Second Division........ ... .l 8 153| 51 T84 |...... 198 | L 14
THIRD DIVISION.
First Brigads.
Col. Mosgs B. WALKER,
824 Indisna [N O -
17th Qhio .
3lst Qhio .
38th Ohio
18t Michigan Light Artﬂlery,BQMryD'
Total Fivet Brigade .......covnvinninnnne e danii]oanns 2 - |8 PR S 22
Total Third Divislon. ... oooooomeeiiiicii i ]eeeees 2 20 ... ool 22
Total Center.... . ..ocoviieviniocinceiccceeeeees| 27| 8371 201 [E, 710 4| 510 | 2,678
LEFT WING.
Maj. Gon. THOMAS L. CEITTENDEN.
L I IR ) 1 P— [ORRA 1
FIRST DIVISION.
(1.} Brig. Gen. THOMAS J. WooOD.f
(2.} Brig. Gen. Mi0 8. HasCALL. !
T S RRUSPPRS JSVONY I 1) PR N IS |1
*No loss reported. t Wounded December 31.
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HEADQUARTERS FOURTHENTH ARMY ( ORPS,
Murfreeshorough, Tenn., May 16, 1363,

CoLoNEL: My attention baviug Leen called by Mujor-General Rous.
sean to the fuct that Col. B. F. Scribner’s brigade had not been men
tioned Dy the major-geueral commanding the departwent, for the parc
it took in the battle of Stone’s River, I cheerfully submit the following
statemwent, premising that iu may official report of the battle of Stone’s
River it was my earvest endeavor to do equal justice to the commands
of Colonels Beatty, Scribuer, and Licutenant-Colonel Shepherd, as well
a8 to all the other troops under my command, and thought the best way
of so doiug, without extending wmy report to too great a length, was to
give a suceincet narrative of the eveuts of the battle, and then refer to
the reports of the snbordinate commanders for more detailed informa-
tion. This I did, with the more confidence in the justice of that conrse,
trom the fact that, after a careful reading of the different reports, I per-
ceived no discrepancy in the accounts given in these reports of the events
of the battle in which different portions of my command acted together.
In my official report is the following :

As it became necessary for General Sheridan tofall back, the enemy pressed on still
tarther to our rear, and scon took up a position which gave them & concenirated cross-
fire of musketry and cannon on (Generals Negley’s and Roussean’s troops at short range.
This compelled me to fall back through the cedar woods and take up a line alonga le-
preasion in the open gronad, within good mnskat~muge of the edge of the woods, while
the artillery waa retired to the high ground ou the right of the turnpike. From this
Jast position we were enabled to drive back the enemy, cover the formation of our
troops, and sscare the eenter on the high ground. In the execution of this last move-
ment, the regular brigade, nnder Lientenant-Colonel Shepherd, Eighteenth U. 8. In-
fantry, came under a most murderons fire, losing 22 officers and 508 men in killed and
wounded, but, with the co-operation of Soribner’s and Beatty’s brigades and Guen-
ther's and Loomis’ batteries, gallantly held its ground against overwhelming odds—
thus connecting these three gallant brigades together in the honorable
and distinguished work of coveriug the formation of the troops on the
elevated ground in their rear, when the enemy was straining every nerve
to pain possession of the same point.

L now quote Colonel Seribner’s report of the part taken by his brigade
at this period of the battle ;*

L] » * L * " L

Colonel Seribner’s brigade was at this time to the right of the rega-
lar brigade, ind advanced into the cedars.

It gives me much pleasure to be able to testify, further, that the effi-
eiency of this brigade, so long commanded by Colonel Beribper, is second
to none in this army.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. H. THOMAS,
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers, Commanding,

Lieut, Col. C. GoDDARD,
Asgistant Adjutant-General, Hdgrs. Dept. of the Cumberland,

[Indorsement.]

Hbpqrs. DEpr. CUMBERLAND, May 18, 1863,

I forward with pleasure General Thomas’ special notice of the part
taken by Colonel Scribner in the battle of Stone’s River. It supplies
an omission in the report of Genera) Rousseau, which was the reason
why a notice of it did not appear in my report.

W. 8. ROSECRANS,
Major-General,

* Bee report No. 65, paragraphs 4-7, both inclusive.
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HEADQUARTERS FOURTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND,
Murfreesborough, February 9, 1363.
Col. C. GODDARD, Chief of Staff:
The last semi-weekly return of effective force before the battle of
Stone’s River, dated December 24, shows as follows, to wit:

Eousseaw’s division ... ... ... ............. 303 4- 5,883 =6, 186
Negley'sdiviaion. ..o ... iieaet it i 212 4 5,284 =5,49%
11, 682

General Negley’s report of the actual force engaged shows u defi-
ciency of 864. This deficiency is in cavalry, which had been assigned
to General Stanley between the 24th and 31st of December. 1 shall
certainly hold my officers responsible for all reports differing from the
above. The sapposition was that the whole effective force was engagred.
Please send me the reports showing the discrepancy.

Very respectfully,
GEO. H. THOMAS,
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers, Commanding.

No. 63.

Report of Maj. Gen. Lovell H. Rousseau, U. 8. Army, commanding First
Division.
NARHVILLE, TENN., January 11, 1863,
31k : Thave the honor to report the part taken by my comuand, the
Third Division of the army, in the battle of Murfreesborough, begun on
the 318t ultimo and ended on the 3d instant.

Early on the morning of the 30th nltime, in obedience to the order of
General Thomas, my division moved forward toward Murfreesborough
from Stewartsborough, on the Nashiville and Murfreesborough turnpike,
about 9 miles from the latter place, On the march forward, several dis-
patches from General Rosecrans reached me, asking exactly where my
command was and the hour and minute of the day. In consequence,
we moved rapidly forward, halting but once, and that for ouly five
minutes. About 10.30 a. m. we reached a point 3 miles from Murfrees-
borough, where Generals Rosecrans and Thomas were, on the Nashville
and Murfreesborough turnpike, and remained during the day and biv-
ouacked at night.

At about 9 a. m. on the 31st, the report of artillery and heavy firing
of small-arms on our right announced that the battle had begun, by an
attack on the right wing, commanded by Major-General McCook. It
was not long before the direction from which the firing came indicated
that General McOook’s command had given way and was yielding
ground to the enemy. His forces seemed to swing around toward our
right and rear. At this time General Thomas ordered me to advance
my division quickly to the front, to the assistance of General McCook,

On reaching the right uf General Negley’s line of battle, General
Thomas there directed me to let my left rest on his right, and deploy
wy division off toward the right as faras I could, so as to resist the
pressure on General McCook. We consulted and agreed as to where
the line should be formed. This was in a dense cedar brake, through
whisb my troops marched in double-quick time, to get into position
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before the enemy reached ws. He was then but a few hundred yards to
the frant, sweeping up in immense numbers, driving everything hefore
him. This ground was new and unknown to us all. The woods were
almost impassable to infantry, and artillery was perfectly nseless, but
the line was promptly formed ; the Seventeenth Brigade, Col. John Beatty
commanding, on the left; the brigade of regmlars, Lieut. Col. O. L.
Shepherd commandirg, on the right; the Ninth Brigade, Col. B, F.,
Scribner commanding, was placed perhaps 1006 yards in rear and op-
posite the center of the front line, 80 as to support either or both of
the brigades in front, as occagion might require. My recollection is that,
perhaps, the Second Ohio and Thirty-third Obio Regiments filled a gap
between General Negley's right and the Seventeenth Brigade, occa-
sioned by the effort to extend our lines far enough to the right to afford
the degired aid to General McCook.

The Twenty-eighth Brigade, Col. John C. Starkweather commanding,
and Stone’s battery of First Kentucky Artillery were at Jofferson Crosa-
ing, on Stone’s River, abouot 8 miles below,

Our lines were hardly formed before a dropping fire of the enemy
aunounced his approach. General McCool’s troops, in a good deal of
coufusion, retired through our lines and around our right under a most
terrific fire. The enemy, iu pursuit, furiously assailed our front, and,
greatly outflanking us, passed around to our right and rear. By Gen:
eral Thomas’ direction, I had already ordered the artillery (Loomis’ and
Guenther’s batteries) to the open field in the rear. Seeing that my com-
mand was ontflanked on the right, I sent orders to the brignde com-
manders to retire at once also to this field, and, riding back myself, 1
posted the batteries on a ridge in the open ground, parallel with our
line of battle, and as my men emerged from the woods they were ordered
to take position or the right and left, and in support of these batteries,
which was promptly done. We had, perhaps, 400 or 500 yards of open
ground in our front. While the batteries were unlimbering, seeing
General Van Cleve elose by, I rode up and asked him if he would move
his command to the right and aid in checking up the enemy, by forming
on my right, and thus giving us a more exztended line in that direction
in the new position taken. In the promptest manuer possible his com-
mand was put in motion, and in double-guick time reached the deaired
point in good season. As the enemy emerged from the woods in great
force, shouting and cheering, the batteries of Gnenther and Loomis,
double-shotted with canister, opened upon them. They moved straight
ahead for a while, but were finally driven back with immense loss.

In alittle while they rallied again, and, as it seemed, with fresh troops,
and assailed onr positivn, and were again, after a fierce struggle, driven
back. Four deliberate and fiercely sustalned assanlts were made npon
our pogition and repulsed.

During the last assanlt I was informed that our troops were advane-
ing on the right, and saw troops, not of my division, led by General Rose.
crans, moving in that direction. Iinformed General Thomas of the fact,
and asked leave to advance my lines. He directed me to do so. We
made a charge apon the enemy and drove him into the woods, my staff
and orderlies capturing some 17 prisoners, ineluding a captain and lien-
tenant, who were within 130 yards of the batteries. This ended the
fighting of that day, the enemy in immense force hovering in the wooda

during the night, while we slept upon our arms on the field of battle.
‘We occupied this position during the three following days and nights
of the fight. Under Genera! Thomas’ direction, I had it intrenched by
rifle-pits, and believe the enemy could uot have taken it at all,
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During the day the Twenty cighth Brigade, Colonel Starkweather,
was attacked by General Wheeler’s cavalry in force, and some of the
wagons of his train were burned before they reached him, having started
that merning from Stewartsborongh to join him. The enemy were finally
repulsed and driven off with loss. Starkweather’s loss was small, as will
be seen by his report of the action. In this affair the whole brigade be-
haved bandsomely. The burden of the fight fell upon the Twenty-firat
Wisconsin, Lieutenant-Colonel Hobart commanding. This regiment,
led by its efficient commander, behaved like veterana,

Trom the evening of the 3ist until the ensning Saturday night no
general battle occurred in front of my division, though firing of artillery
and small-arms was kept up during the day, and much of the fime, of
smull-arms, during the night. The rain on the night of the 3lat, which
continued, at intervals, until the Saturday night following, rendered the
ground occupied by my command exceedingly sloppy and muddy, and
during much of the time my men had neither shelter, food, nor fire. I
procured corn, which they parched and ate, and some of them ate horse-
steaks, cut and broiled, from horses upon the battle-fleld. Day and
night, in the cold, wet, and mud, my men suffered severely, but doring
the whole time I did not hear one single man murmur at hardships, but
all were cheerful and ever ready to stand by their arms and fight. Such
endurance I never saw before. In this severe trial of their patience and
their strength they were much encouraged by the constant presence and
solicitous anxiety of General Thomas for their welfare.

On the evening of Saturday, 3d instant, I asked permission of General
Thomaa to drive the enemy from the wood on our left front, to which
he gave his consent. Just before night I directed the batteries of
Guenther and Loomis to shell the woods with gix rounds per gun, fired
as rapidly as possible. This was very handsomely done, and ended
Jjust at dusk, when the Third Ohio Regiment, Lieut. Col. O. A. Law-
son, and the Eighty-eighth Indiana, Col. éeorge Humphrey, both
under comimand of the brigade commander, Col. John Beatty, moved
promptly up the woods. When near the woods they received a heavy
fire from the enemy, but returned it vigorously, and gallantly pressed
forward. On reaching the woods a fresh body of the enemy, attracted by
the fire, moved up on their left to support them. Ob that body of the
enemy Loomis’ battery opened with shell. The fusilade was very rapid,
and continued for, perbaps, thtee-quarters of an hour, when Beatty’s
command drove the enemy at the point of the bayonet and held the
woods. It turned ount that the enemy was posted behind a stone breast-
work in the woods, and, when ousted, about 30 men were taken prisoners
behind the works. This ended the battle of Murfreesborough.

On the morning of the 31st, six companies of the Second Kentucky
Cavalry, Maj. Thomas P. Nicholas commanding, were ordered down to
watch and defend the fords on Stone’s River, to our left and rear. The
cavalry of the enemy several times, in force, attempted to cross these
fords, but Nicholas very gallantly repulsed them, with loss, and they
did not cross the river. I shonld have mentioned that on Friday even-
ing, late, I was directed by General Thomas to place a regiment in the
woods on onr left front as an outpost, and with a view to hold these
woods, as they were near our lines, and the enemy could greatly annoy
us if allowed to hold them. Our skirmishers were then Jjust leaving the
woods. Iordered the Forty-second Indiana, Lieutenant-Colonel Shank-
lin commanding, to take that position, which he did; bus early next
morning the enemy, in large force, attacked Colonel Shanklin, first
furiously shelling the woods, and drove the regiment back to our lines,
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taking Shavklin prisoner. It was this woods that was retakeu on Satur-
day night, as before deseribed.

The troops of my division hehaved admirably. 1 could not wish themn
to bebave more gallantly. The Ninth and Seventeenth Brigades, under
the lead of their gallant commanders, Scribner and Beatty, were, as well
as the Twenty-eighth Brigade, Colonel Starkweather, veterans. They
were with me at Chaplin Hills, and could not act badly. The Twenty-
eighth Brigade held a position in our front after the first day’s tighting,
and did it bravely, doing all that was required of them, like true soldiers.
The brigade of United States infantry, Lieut. Col. O. L. Shepherd com-
manding, was on the extreme right. On that body of brave men the shock
of battle fell heaviest, and its los& was most severe. Over one third of
the command fell, killed or wonnded ; but it stood up to the work and
bravely breasted the storm, and, though Major King, commanding the
Fifteenth, and Major Slemmer (* Old Pickeus?”), commanding the Six-
teenth, fell, severely wounded, and Major Carpenter, commanding the
Nineteenth, fell dead in the last charge, together with many other brave
officers and men, the brigade did not falter for a moment. These three
battalions were a part of my old (Fourth) brigade at the battle of Shiloh.

The Eighteenth Infantry, Majors Townsend and Caldwell commaud-

ing, were new troops to me, but I am now proud to say we know each
other. :
If T conld, I would promote every officer and several non-commissioned
officers and privates of this brigade of regulars, for gallautry and good
service in this terrific bat{le. I make no distinction between these troops
and my brave volunteer regiments, for, in my judgment, there never
were better troops than those regiments, in the world. But the truops
of the line are soldiers by profession, and, with a view to the future, I
feel it my duty to say what I have of them. The brigade was admirably
and gallantly handled by Lieutenant-Colonel 8bepherd.

I lost some of the best and bravest officers I had. Lieutenaut-Colo-
nel Kell, commanding the SBecond Ohio, was killed. After he fell his
regiment was efficiently handled by Maj. Anson G. MeCook, who ought
to be made colonel of that regiment, for gallantry on the fleld,

Colonel Forman, my brave boy colonel, of the Fifteenth Kentucky,
also fell; Major Carpenter, of the Nineteenth Infantry, feli in the last
charge. His loss is irreparable. Many other gallant officers were lost,
whose names will appear in the ligt of casualties.

Of the batteries of Guenther and Loomis T cannot say too muech,
Loomis was chief of artillery for the Third Division, and T am much in-
debted to him. His baftery was commanded by Lieutenant Van Pelt.
Guenther is but a lieutenant. Both of these men deserve to be promoted,
and ought te be at once. Without them we could not have held our
position in the center.

I fell in with many gallant regiments and officers on the field not of my
command. 1 wish [ could name all of them here. While falling back
to the line in the open field, 1 saw Col. Charles Anderson gallantly and
coolly rallying his men. Colonel Grider, of Kentucky, and his regiment
cfficiently aided in repulsing the enemy. The Eighteenth Ohio, I think
it was, thongh I do not know any of its officers, faced about and charged
the enemy in my presence, and [ went along with it. The Eleventh
Michigan and its gallant little colonel (I donot know his name certainly,
but believe it is Stoddart) [Stoughton] behaved well, and the Sixth
Ohio Infantry, Col. Nick Anderson, joiced my command nn the right of
the regular brigade, and stood manfully up to the work. [ fell in with
the Loaisvills Legion in retreat, Lieutenant-Colonel Berry commanding,
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This regiment, though retreating before an overwhelming force, was
dragging by hand a section of artillery which it had been ordered to
support. A part of General McCook’s wing of the army (it had failen
back with the rest, but through the woods and fields with great diffi-
culty) bravely bronght off the cannon it could no longer defend on the
field. When I met it, it faced about and formed line of battle, with
cheers and shouts.

To Lieutenants McDowell, my assistant adjutant-general, Armstrong,
Second Kentucky Cavalry, and Millard, Nineteenth U, 8, Infantry, in-
spector-general; Captain Taylor, Fifteenth Kentucky Infantry, and
Licut. Alf. Pirtle, ordnance officer, my regular aides, and to Capt. John
D. Wickliffe and Lieut. W. G. Jenkins, both of the Second Kentucky
Cavalry, aides for that battle, I am much indebted for services on the
field.

The wounded were kindly and tenderly cared for by the Third Divis-
ion mediead director, Surgeon Muscroft, and the other surgeons of the
command. Captain Pasul, my division commissary, rendered valuable
gervices during the whole time of the battle. The musicians of the divis-
jon carried the wounded from the field, faithfully aud fearlessly.

Lientenant MeDowell was wounded. My orderlies, Damas, Emery,
and the rest, went through the whole fight, bebaving well ; Emery was
wounded. Lieutenant Carpenter, of the First Ohio Infantry, one of my
sides, was 80 badly injured by the fall of his horse that I would not per-
init bim to go on the fisld. Lieutenant Hartman, of the Seventy-ninth
Pennsylvania Infantry, a member of my staff, was il with fever and
unable to leave his bed.

1t should be mentioned that the Eighty-eighth Indiana, Colonel Hum-
phrey commanding, being placed at one of the fords on Stone's River,
where our foreces were temporarily driven back, very opportunely rallied
the stragglers and promptly crossed the river and drove the enemy back,
In this he was aided by the stragglers, who rallied and fought well.
The colonel was wounded by & bayooet thrust in the band in the attack
of Saturday night on the enemy in the wood in our front.

I inclose herewith the reports of brigade commanders, whick will show
the list of casunalties,

I have the honor to be, &c.,
LOVELL H. ROUSSEATU,
Major-

Msj, GroRGE E. FLYRT,

Ohief of Staff (Center), Fourteenth Army Corps,
Department of the Cumberland.

No. 64,
Report of Lieut. Francis L. Guenther, Battery H, Fifth U. 8. Artillery.

HEADQUARTERS BATTERY H, FIFTH ARTILLERY,
January 10, 1863.

81k : I have the honor to make the following report of the operations
of the battery under my command in the recent engagements near Mur-
freesborough, Tenn. :

The battery arrived near the battle-field with the brigade of regulars,
of which it forms a part, on the morning of December 30, 1862. On the
momning of December 31 it was moved forward with the brigade, and,
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after a short halt, proceeded throngh a dense grove of cedars to take u
position. Finding it impossible to operate with the battery in so dense
a wood, I reported to General Rousseau, who, after seeing the impossi-
bility of taking up a proper position, ordered the battery into action in
the epen field, which it had previously left. The battery was formed
in time to check the advance of the enemy from the cedars, and was
then moved to a position on a rise of ground on the opposite side of the
pike. A heavy colomn of the enemy advanced from the cedars, but was
finally driven back in disorder by the fire of canister from the battery.

On the afternoon of the 31st the enemy again moved forward in
heavy force from a position to our lefi and front, but were unable to
advance under the fire of the different batteries which was concentrated
upon them, Though the battery changed positions several times, in
order to follow up the movements of the troops, its main position was
on the rise of ground already spoken of, and on which it camped at
night.

On the morning of Janunary 1, 1863, the battery was moved some dis-
tance to the rear, and after several changes of position was ordered back
with the brigade of regulars toward a point on the Murfreesborongh
pike beyond Stewart’s Oreek. After proceeding some miles, the order
being countermanded, the brigade and battery returned, and about
nightfall camped in the woods near the old position.

n the morning of January 2, the battery moved forward and took
position, remaining in position during the day, and camping on the
same ground at night. On the 3d, the brigade and battery were moved
forward and occupied rifle-pits and epaulements which had been con-
structed for them, At dusk the battery opened fire with shell and spher-
ical-case shot on the enemy concealed in the woods, in buildings, and
behind breastworks, &c., and the attack being followed up by the in-
fantry, the enemy wers driven from the position and the groands oceu-
pied by our troops, who were subsequently withdrawn, " The battery
remained in posifion during the following day, and on the morning of
January & took up the line of mareh toward Murfreesborough, encamp-
ing some distance beyond the town in the evening.

To Lientenant-Colonel Shepherd, Eighteenth Infantry, commanding
brigade, and to Majors Carpenter, Nineteenth Infantry ; King, Fifteenth
Infantry ; Caldwell and Townsend, Eighteenth Infantry, and Slemmer,
Sixteenth Infantry, commanding battalions, and to their officers and
men, I am indebted for the gallant support afforded me during the series
of engagements. My officers, Second Lieuts. Israel Ludlow and J. A.
Feagenden, deserve honorable mention for their display of coolness, gal-
lantry, and judgment. .

Sergeants Egan, Reed, Metcalf, Brode, Bickel, Ervin, and Manbeck
behaved with conspicuous eourage, and to the other non-commissioned
officers and privates of the battery, without exception, I am indebted
for faithiul services.

I have the honor to append the following list of casualties in my com-
mand: Wounded : Corpl. Charles Allitzon and Privates Thomas Burns,
James F. Mohr, Michael MeGrath, and Benjamin F. Burgess; total
wounded, 5; total of borses killed, 10; total of horses wounded, 5;
rounds of ammunition expended, 558.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. L. GUENTHER,
First Lieutenant, Commanding Battery H, Fifth Artillery.

First Lient. ROBERT SUTHERLAND,

Highteenth Infontry, 4. A. A. G., Brigade of Regulars.
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No. 65.
Report of Ool. Benjamin F. Scribmer, Thirty-eighth Indiana Infantry,
commanding First Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, FIRST DIVISION, CENTER,
Near Murfreesborough, Tenn., Temuary 9, 1863,

I have the honor to submit the following report of the part borne by
my command in the engagements before Murfreesborough on Decem-
ber 31 and three succeeding days:

At daylight we left our bivouac, and moved about 1 mile to the front,
and formed the second line of your division, two regimenta extending
into the cedar thicket on the right, and the feft extending to the Mur-
freesborough and Nashville pike. My line was disposed from right to
left, in the following order: The Tenth Wisconsin Volunteers, Col. A.
B. Chapin; Ninety-fourth Ohio, Col. J. W. Frizell; Thirty-eighth In-
diana, Lieut. Col. D. F. Griffin ; Thirty-third Ohio, dapt. E. J. Elis, and
Second Ohio, Lieut. Col. John ]iel]. Having just finished loading arms,
I received your orders to proceed, in double-quick time, to the assistance
of the right wing, and to follow the Seventeenth Brigade, on the pioneer
road, into the woods. When the Seventeenth Brigade halted in the
woods, T waa ordered by General Thomas to move to the right, and
soon after formed my line of battle near the Wilkinson pike, when we
were opened upon by the enemy’s battery.

‘When near this position, the Thirty-third and Seeond Ohio were, by
your order, detached and moved back near to the position we first ocen-
pled, to support our batteries stationed there, and nobly did they defond
them; for soon after the enemy fiercely charged them, and were hand-
somely repulsed, the Second Ohio capturing the colors of the Thirtieth
Arkansas--a victory dearly bought by the loss of the gallant Lieuten-
ant-Uolonel Kell, commanding.

From near the Wilkinson pike T was ordered to move back in great
hagte to near our position on the Naghville pike, which order was faith-
fully obeyed. My right had just emerged from the woods, when the
encmy, who had just been repulsed in their efforts to take the batteries
before mentioned, were seen retreating in disorder in a northwesterly
direction through a narrow neck of woods, and were opened upon by the
Ninety-fourth Ohio and the two right companies of the Thirty-eiglith
Indiana. I then threw my skirmishers forward, and advanced about
600 yards into the woods, where my lines became masked by Geuneral
Negley’s division, which was falling back under a heavy fire from the
enemy, who appeared to be advancing from a point sonth of the direc-
tion taken by their retreating column, I opened my line to permit that
portion of General Negley’s command who had expended their ammu-
nition to pass through, which was done in good order, a portion of them
forming in my rear,

Here the Ninety-fourth Ohio was ordered to the pike, leaving me but
two regiments, Thirty-eighth Indiana and Tenth ‘Wisconsin, the former
now on the right. General Negley having halted his regiments some
25 paces obliqnely in front of my line, I wheeled my right under heavy
fire to connect with him. Here I appeared to be nearly surrounded, a
heavy columu turning my left, to prevent which I ordered the Tenth
Wisconsin to change front to the rear on their first company, thereby
fon}u‘ng a right angle with the Thirty-eighth Indiana Volunteers. This
position was scarcely taken when the enemny came down on us in great
fury. They appeared to be massed in several lines, and their heads
seemed to be in terraces not 25 yards before ms. For twenfy minutes
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these two regiments maintained their ground, completely checking the
sdvance of the enemy’s column. Here the Thirty-eighth Indiana lost
their brave captain, J. E. Fouts, besides nearly one-third their pumber
in killed and wounded.

Lieut. Col. D. F. Griffin and Major Glover both had their horses shot
under them, and their clothing perforated by balls. The Tenth Wis-
cousin nobly vied with their comrades on the right, and T amn convinced
that both regiments would have suffered cxtermination rather than have
yielded their ground without orders. But the order came, aud we foll
back, and formed on the pike fronting the woods, but the enemy did not
venture to follow us farther than the skirts of the timber.

Having reformed my brigade, 1 soon after advanced my right to the
woods from which we had just emerged, deploying skirmishers frown the
Ninety-fourth Ohio through the neck of the timber, with my left resting
on the pike. Here we remained the rest of the day under the fire of the
enemy’s sharpshooters, and ever and anon the shot and shell from their
batteries on our left fell among us. A ball from the former struck Colo-
nel Frizell on the shoulder, so wounding him that he was borne from the
field on which he had nobly performed his duty.

At 4 o’clock on the morning of January 1, you ordered me to take my
command back to a point on the pike, near the place we occupicd before
the battle, in order that they might build fires, and warm themsclves,
and get something to eat.

Upon receiving your caution to protect myself from an attack on the
left, and from your allusion to & ford in that direction, I ordered Lieut.
Alexander Martin, assistant inspector-general on my staff, and Lient.
M. Allen, topographical engineers, to reconnoiter the position, TUpon
their reporting the feasibility of the crossing, [ ordered Lieutenant Mar-
tin to conduct the Second Ohio, Major McCook, to the position. Soon
after, firing was heard in this direction, and a stampede occurred among
the wagons and hospitals, I ordered the Tenth Wisconsin to support
the Secoud Olio, und placed them behind the embankment of the rail-
road. These dispositions bad scarcely Leen made when your order came
for me to hurry to the front again with my command. Having obeyed
this order, and after some mareuvering, we were placed in position, the
Thirty-third Ohio extending across the neck of woods into which my
right threw out skirmishers the evening before, with a battery on the
right and left, commanding the ficlds on either side of the woods. On the
right of the Thirty-third Ohio came the Ninety-fourth Ohio and Thirty-
eighth Tndiana in the edge of the undergrowth on the crest of the slape
from tho field west, of the Nashville pike. Ou the right of the Thirty-
eighth Indiana was another battery. The Tenth Wisconsin and Second
Ohio were held in reserve, in order to re-enforce any part, of the line that
was menaced. This position was maintained withont material change
during the subsequent days of the fight. Our skirmishers were keptout
during the time, and employed in discovering and disledging the sharp-
shooters, who, during the hours of daylight, alinost continually annoyed
us. I cannot too highly praise Captain Ellis, commanding Thirty-third
Ohio, for the vigilance of himself aud men in their exposed position ir
the woods. At times the enemy from the woods below would essay to
advance, when every man would be #t his post, aud often the batteries
would epen upon them. While here Captain Ellis had his horse shot
under him. Breastworks of logs and rocks bad been constructed to
protect the line; also a few rifle-pits dug.

On the evening of the 2d, when the enemy so vigorously attacked our
left, the moving of their forces in that divection could be scen from wy
position, which fact was promptly reported. I caused my skirmishers
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to advance and take precaution against demonstration upon my posi-
tion. The attempt was made just before dark, the enemy forming in
the edge of the woods in our front, where Captain Cox’s Tenth Indiana
Battery, on the right of the Thirty-third Ohio, opened fire vpon them,
driving them back.

1 deem it improper to close this report without commending in high
terms the manner in which my command bore the hardships of this Ler-
rible conflict. They suffered from cold, rain, fatigne, and hunger with-
out a murmur. These attributes, when added to their bravery, make
soldiers of which the country may be proud. I also feel it my duty to
praise the courage and efficiency of my staff—Lientenant Fitzwilliam,
acting assistant adjutant-general and aide-de-camp; Lieutenant Martin,
inspector, who was wounded ubove the knee by a shell; Lieut. George
H. Hollister, acting assistant commissary of subsistence, missing, after
displaying great gallantry in his transmission of your orders to me:
Lieut. Mundy Allen, topographical engineer—all of whom have endeared
themselves to me by their prompt and iotelligent performance of their
appropriate duties. I would, in an especial manner, mention the name
of one of my orderlies, Josiab I, Mitchell, Company B, Thirty-third Ohio
Volunteers, who displayed marked courage and intelligence.

I went into the fight with 1,646 officers and men, minus two com-
panies Thirty-third Ohio, under Major Ely, and Tenth Wisconsin, who
were detached to guard the train.

My losses are:

Thirty-eighth Indiana.—Xilled: Capt. J. E. Fouts and 14 enlisted
men, Wounded: Lieuts. T. 8. W. Hawkins, M. T. Davis, and 84 enlisted
men. Missing (wonnded), 3.

Thirty-third Ohio.~XKilled, 2; wounded, 19; missing, 4,

Second_Ohio.—Killed: Lieut. Col. John Kell and @ enlisted men.
Wounded: Captains Hazlett and Maxwell, Lieutenant Van Horn, and
29 enlisted men. Missing, 3.

Ninety.fourth Ohio.—Killed, 2. Wonnded: Colonel Frizell, Captain
Steel, and 25 enlisted men. Missing, 29.

Tenth Wisconsin—Killed, 3. Wounnded: Capt. J. W. Roby and 16
enlisted men., Missing, 6.

Total killed, 32; wounded, 180; missing, 45.*

Your obedient servant,
B. F. SCRIBNER,
Colonel Thirty-eighth Indiana Vols., Comdg. First Brigade,
First Division, Department of the Cumberiand.
Capt. M. C. TavLOR,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 66.
Report of Lieut. Col. Daniel F. Griffin, Thirty-cighth Indiana Infantry.

HpQrs. THIRTY-EIGHTE INDIANA VOLUNTEERS,
On the Field, in front of Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 41, 1863,
Sie: I have the honor to report the following as the part taken by
my command in the action of December 31, in front, of Murfreesborough,
and subsequent operations in the field since that date:
At daylight on the morning of December 31, the command, vecupyng

* Rnt see ravisad mhatemont, ¢ &7°
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the center of your brigade, moved to the front, on the Nashville turnpike,
and about 8 a, i, moved, through a dense cedar forest, toward the right
wing of the army, which was theu hotly engaged by the enemy. After
maneuvering for about an hour, we were ordered to retire, left in front,
through the same forest, to near the position first occupied, on the right
of the pike, in the timber. Here the enemy was discovered in strong
force on our right and rear, charging toward the tarnpike. The com-
mand was, by your order, immediately faced by the rear rank, and
moved down on the flauk of the cnemy, who was now retiring before a
column of our troops moving from the pike.

In this movement the Ninety-fourth Ohio was on our right and the
Tenth Wisconsin was on our lefi. Company H, Captain Poindexter
commanding, and Company B, First Lieatenant Lenau commanding,
were deployed forward as skirmishers, moving steadily on the skir-
mishers of. the enemy, capturing 6 of them, who were sent to the rear.
Continuing oar movements about 600 yards, we met the left of General
Negley’s command, which was now retiring before a heavy column of
the enemy, and moved into position to their support. The left of this
command having passed to the rear through our ranks, their center came
into position on our right, and some 60 yards to the front. By your
command the battalion was wheeled to the left, and moved forward
with our left, now our right, joining their line. Before we were fairly
in position, the enemy opened a heavy fire, and the troops ont our right
fell back, leaving the left of the battalion, now the right, exposed. I
then moved the line by the flank, striving to continne the connection,
The enemy now opening on our line, we at once faced to the front, and
kept up a continuous fire for the space of twenty minutes, checking the
enemy’s advance, and holding him in check until your orders to retire

to the pike were received. This was done in order, forming there on.

the right of the Second Ohio Volunteers. The enemy now appearing
in force on the front, by your orders we changed front forward on left
company, and advanced into the corn-field in front of the Chicago Board
of Trade Battery. Lying down in this position, we remained, from 2 p,
m, until dark, exposed to the fire of the enemy from the woods in front,
awaiting their expected advance. Night closing the engagement, we
lay in this position, with pickets advaunced, until daylight, when we
were relieved, and retired to the woods in our rear,

At 7.30 o’clock the engagement again opeped on the front, when, by
your orders, we moved forward on the double-quick, and were assigned
to position on the right, te support (Guenthers battery. In this position
we have remained to present date, exposed to the fire of the eneny’s
sharpshooters and from their batteries on the frons.

In the engagement of December 31, the command lost, in killed, Capt.
James E. Fouts and 13 men; wounded and missing, sapposed to be in
the enemy’s hospital, 3 men ; woanded and iu our hospital, Second Lient.
M. T. Davis, Company C; Secoud Lient. Thomas S. W. Hawkins, Com-
pany I, and 81men. Total killed, 14; wounded $6.* For list of names
of killed and wounded, I sespectfully refer you to accompaunying report.

I cannot close without commending, for ‘their cooluess and bravery
on the field, each officer aud soldier of my command engaged during the
five days. Though suftering at times severely from cold, hnunger, rain,
and fatigue, yei nok a mormur was lieard nor g duty flinched from. To
Maj. J. B. Glover I am indebted for every support. In command of the
skirmishers, and during the Lottest of the fight, he was ever at his post.
His horse received two wounds, himself cscaping. My adjutant, George

* But see revised statement, p, 210,
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4. Devol, was ever on e alert, and rendered much valuanie assistance.
Of our cila,pla,in, Rev. L, E. Carson, too mucih cannot be said. In his
attention and devotion to the wonnded he was untiring, making this his
especial duty. We have the satisfaction of kuowing that ail were cared
for properly and efficiently.
In the death of Captain Fouts we lament the loss of a brave officer, a
true patriot, and a warm friend.
Very respectfully,
D. F. GRIFFIN,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Comdg. Thirty-eighth Regt. Indiana Vols,
GromreE H. DEVOL,
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Fivst Brig., First Div., Center.

No. 67.
Report of Maj. Anson @. McQook, Second Ohio Infaniry.

CAMP AT MURFREESBOROUGH, TENN.,
January 7, 1863,

COLONEL: T have the honor to report, briefly, the part taken by the
8econd Regiment Ohio Volunteers in the action of December 31, 1862,
and the following days.

Oun the morning of the 31st, after being ordered into the woods on our
right center, with the balance of the brigade, and before being engaged,
Lieutenant-Colonel Kell, then in command of the regiment, was ordered
by Oaptain McDowell, assistant adjutant-general on Major-General
Roussean’s staff, in person, to leave the position asgigned us in the
woods, and move to the support of Captain Guenther’s battery (H),
ﬁ‘ifth] United States Artillery, then stationed on the left of the main

urfreesborough turnpike. He did so without, I believe, reporting to
you, as the exigency of the case would not admit of it. The regiment was
formed on the flank of the battery, and, in conjunction with it, success-
fully repulsed the efforts of a brigade to capture it, killing and wound-
ing many of the enemy, and capturing about 30 prisoners and a stand
of colors belonging to the Thirtieth Regiment Arkansas Volunteer In-
fantry. At this time you made your appearance from the woods with
the balance of the brigade, and from that time until we ocenpied this
place we were under your eye.

Our loss was 11 officers and men killed and 34 officers and men
wounded ; among the former, Lieut. Col. John Kell, commanding the
regiment, and First Lieut. Richard 8. Chambers, Company F; among
the latter, First Lieut. Lafayette Van Horn, Company I, mortally, and
Captains Maxwell and Hazlett severely. I cannot refrain from express-
ing my regret at the loss of Lieutenant-Colonel Kell and Lientenant
Chambers, particularly the former. Brave, competent, and energetic,
he had proven himself on several occasions well qualified for the position
he held. His death is greatly to be deplored, and his loss will be se-
verely felt by the regiment.

With very few exceptions, the regiment behaved well, and at some
future time I will particularly recommend deserving men for promotion.

I have the honor to be,
A, G. MeCOOK,

Major Second Ohio Volunteers, Commanding.
Col. B. F. SCRIBNER,
Oommanding Ninth Brigads.
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No. 68.
Report of Lieut. Col. Stephen A. Bassford, Ninety-fourth Ohio Infamiry.

Hpqrs. NINETY-FOURTH REGIMENT OHIO VOLUNTEERS,
ARMY OF THE CUMBERLAND,
In the Field, Januvary —, 1863.

In obedience to orders from headquarters, I have the henor to forward
the following report of the part taken in the battle of Wednesday, De-
cember 31, 1862, and the following days, by the Ninety-fourth Regi-
ment:

My command, forming part of the Ninth Brigade, was ordered to move
forward toward Murfreesborough, onthe Naghville and Murfreesborongh
pike. After marching about 1% miles, we turned to the right, and went
a quarter of a mile and halted in the woods. After waiting a short
period, we were again moved forward to the right and front in donble-
quick, halted, formed in line of battle, and for the first time came under
fire of the enemy. Shells bursting over and arcund us, soon we were
ordered to move to the right. After marching a short distance, we were
balted. Remaining in that position about twenty minntes, we were
again ordered to move by the right.

We then marched toward the Murfresshorongh pike, and halted at the
edge of the woods at the time the enemy left the woods and charged
one of our batterics. The foe broke and fled precipitately. We com-
menced firing on our right, and threw Cowpany B out as skirmishers
on our left.

We were then ordered into the open field in line, halted, and delivered
several rounds at the retreating foo. Received orders to fix bayonets,
which done, we moved in donble.quick across the field, following the
enemy. We halted at the edge of the woods, remaining but a short
iime; threw out Company G as skirmishers, advanced into the woods
about 75 yards, and halted.

After remaining here for some time, we received orders to move oot
to the right and up to the top of the hill, which we did, passing one of
our batteries there. From this point we crossed the pike, forming in
line along the easi side. From this point I was ordered back to bring
up ammunition. The regiment remained here about thirty minutes,
We had several wounded at this point by the enemy’s artillery.

The regiment was then ordered forward over the crest of the hill and
into the woods, by order of General Rousseau., Companies B and G
were advaneed from this point, as akirmishers. They were soon brought
in, and the whole command marched by the left flauk, to join on the
right of the Thirty-eighth Indiana, then in the open field. In this posi-
tion we were ordered to lie down. Many of our men were wounded by
the enemy’s sharpshooters.

We did uot rewain long i this position, but returned to the woods,
and after a vory brief stay we were ordered out again, but not quite so
far advanced and less exposed to the sharpshooters. Shortly after this,
our gallant colonel, whose checrful courage and constantly encouraging
presence had contributed effectively to the calmness and prompt obe-
dience of the entire command, was severely wonnded and instantly ear-
ried from the field.

At thig juncture the command fell for a short time upon Major King,
Our left here joined on the right of the Thirty-eighth Indiana, This
position we held during the night, throwing out pickets to the front.
No disturbance ocenrred of any importance,
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Ou Thursday, Janaary 1, 1863, 5 a. m., we were ordered to report our-
selves on the Murfreesborough pike, which being done, we were marched
hack to about the position we started from the morning before; but we
did not have long to remain at this point.  'We had hardly stacked arms
and broken ranks till we heard that familiar sound, “ Fall in.” We
were marched back again toward Murfreesborough 'in double-gmick,
After going about 1 mile, we weie ordered off to the right of the pike,
and formed into line.

Soon General McCool ordered us over to the left of the pike. We
were, however, soon ordered back to the point at which we lefi the
pike, at which place we were foraed into column of companies, then
marched forward to the right and fropt, to the crest of a hill, and balted,
facing south, forming a line. In a few momonts we were ordered to
change front forward on first company, which being done, we marched
forward and were halted in the edge of a thicket. Here we remained
till 3 p. m., when we were pushed to the farther edge of the thicket,
facing southwest.

During the night and day following we threw up breastworks of such
material as was at hand.

On the evening following (Janunary 2} we threw out heavy pickets,
and this position we occupied, with nothing to disturb us, excepting the
annoyance of the enemy’s sharpshooters, until Junvary 5, when ordered
to march.

During the five days we were on the field, among those wounded was
Captain Steel, bold and brave, who, though suffering from severe sick-
ness, commanded his company with praiseworthy success until removed
from the field. The officers, without exception, acted well their parts,
and in perfect concert. The men, obedient and prompt, were easy to
command, and are worthy of high commendation.

Of our chaplain, Rev. William Allington, I do not think too munch
can be said. 1 wish there were more sach in our army. He followed
the regiment wherever it went, picking up the wounded and carrying
them off the field ; apd after we were through with. the day’s fight, be
would spend his nights at the hospitals administering to the wounded.

The above report is a8 near correct a8 I am able to make it.

Yours, most respectfully,
5. A. BASSFORD,

Lieut, Col., Comdg. Ninety-fourth Regiment Ohio Vol. Infantry.

Col. B. F. SORIBNER,
Qommanding Ninth Brigode, Third Division.

No. 69.
Report of Col. Alfred R. Chapin, Tenth Wisconsin Infantry.

Hpgrs. TENTE WISCONSIN VOLUNTEER INFANTRY,
Camp at Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 9, 1863,

Brr: T would mnost respectfully report that on December 30, 1862, at
12 m., the Tenth Regiment Wiseonsin Volunteer Infantry, with the other
regiinents of the brigade, had arrived at a point on the Nashville and
Murireesborough pike 34 miles from Murfreesborough. Heavy skir-
mishing was going on at the time in the cedar wood to the right of the
pike. We did not get engaged that day.

On December 31, at 7 a. m., we got under arms, and shortly after



390 KY,, MID., AND F. TENN., N. ALA., AND) 8W. VA, [C:.r. RXXIL

moved on the pike toward Murfrecsborougl about one half mile. We
then moved toward the wood on the right, and soon engaged the enemy.
After some hot work they gradnally retired, followed up by our brigade.
About this time the Secoud Obio and Thirty-third Ohio were detached,
and my regiment, with the Thirty-eighth Tndiana and Ninety-fourth
Ohio, contintted to ad vance under a pretty hot skirmish fire.  After hav-
ing advanced some distance, we were attacked by a strong force, which
wo held for some time, nntil we began to receive a flank fire from the
right. Orders were received to retire behind theline of the Seventeenth
Brigade, which we did; and as 1 was about to get my regiment into line
I saw that the Seventeenth Brigade was also retiring. 1 moved to the
rear with them, aud formed my line on their right and the left of Loomis’
battery. "There I remained until retired by your order, about daylight
the next morning.

On the morning of January 1, at about 7 0’clock, we were again moved
rapidly forward on the pike to near our old position, where we remsuined
all through the battle, but did not have any general engagement with
the enemy after December 31.

I went into the battle with 11 officers and 250 men. My loss is 3 killed,
1 officer slightly wonuded, 15 enlisted men wounded, and 6 missing.

My loss wonld probably have beeu larger, but the nature of the ground
where we were engaged in the woods was soch that the men had some
protection.

Vaery respectfolly, your obedient servant,
A. R. CHAPIN,
Colonet Tenth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteer Infaniry.

ACOTING ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
Ninth Brigade.

No. 70,

Report of Col. John Beatty, Thgd Okio Infantry, commanding Second
rigade.

HEADQUARTERS SLCOND BRIGADE, FIRST Division,
Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 9, 1863.

SIR: In the recent engagement hefore Murfreesborongh the casualties
in my Drigade were ag follows: *

Colonel Forman, Fifteenth Kentucky, was killed in the cedar woods
on the morning of the 31st ultimo, He was a brave man and an excel.
lent officer. Captain Bayne, of same regiment, foll at the same time,
while urging his men forward.

Lientenant Colonel Shanklin, Forty-second Indiana Volunteer In-
fantry, was surronnded by a superior force on the morning of J; anuary
3, and taken by the enemy. Col. George Humplrey, Eighty-eighth In-
diara, was wounded on the night of January 3, in expelling the enemy
from the woods in our front. He behaved gallantly throughout the
fight. Capt. L. 8. Bell, Third Ohio Infantry, wounded at the same time,
conducted himself with great courage.

Lieutenant-Colouels Lawson, Tuivd Obio, and Briant, Righty-eighth
Indiana; Capt. J. H. Bryant, Forty-second Indiana; Lieutenants Da-
Barry and Wildman, Bighty-eighth Indiana; J. B. MeRoberts, Third

* Embedied in revised statement, p. 210.
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Ohio; Horrall and Orr, Forty-second Indiana; Mr. Jan
s0M, f]vansville, and Aectg. Asst. Adjt. Gen, James 8. W
especial praise. Capt. C. 0. Loomis and Lientenants Van |
of the First Michigan Battery, rendered wmost important se
out the entire battle. No men could have conducted th
more courage and ability. There are other officers and m
be nentioned favorably, but the reports of regimental com
failed to reach me, and it is impossible, therefore, to give t)
they deserve.

My brigade bad threc separate encoanters with the ene
day. On the second and third days it was in front a porti

Skirmishing on the night of January 3, two regiments,
drove the enemy from their breastworks in the edge of the
front.

I trugt the conduct of the brigade throughout may be &

I am, captain, very respectfully,
JOHN BE
Colonel, Commanding Seco
Capt. M. 0. TAYLOR,
Adcting Assistant Adjutant-General, First Division.

No. 71.

Reports of Col. Jokn O. Starkweather, First Wisconsin |
manding Third Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS TWENTY-EIGHTH BR
Oamp at Jefferson, near Stoné’s River, Tenn., Decemb
81m: I have the honor to report tliat on the 36th* instay
the Twenty-eighth Brigade, consisting of 64.wagons, loads
equipage, stores, officers’ baggage, knapsacks, &c., was se:
artshorough at 8.30 a. m. for this point, unprotected, sav:
valescents and a small guard left to the rear for protectio
loaged with rations. The head of the train had just arri
and while in process of being parked, the rear and center
was attacked by a portion of General Wheeler's eavalry br
the remaioder of his brigade, he being in command, as al:
brigade under command of Colonel Allen, advanced on bot
highway for the purpose of attacking the brigade force an
the whole train. The outposts and pickets, however, being
met the enemy at the front and held them in check antil
was formed and ready for battle,

I immediately ordered the train at doable-quick to be -
the Tweaty-first Wisconsin, under Colonel Hobart, to the fi
of train; ordered the First Wisconsin, Colonel Bingham, to
and left from the center as skirmishers, and to press fors
one regiment, the Twenty-fourth Illinois, under Colonel ]
the bridge crossing the river, together with one section of :
then advanced to the front with the S8eventy-ninth Pennsy
gel Hambright, and two sections of artillery, First Kentu

tone.

My advance, the Twenty-first Wisconsin, was soon ho
and, being pressed severely by the enemy in front and on -

* Bee Wheeler's report, No, 301; Mau!din’s report, No 30
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passed to the right of the highway and oceapied a hill, upon whicli was
4 Jog-house, giving them a good fighting position. The Second Ken-
tucky Cavalry, Captain Craddock, about 50 strong, was then sent to the
left and front to feel the enemy, aud at once became enguged.  The right
wing of the First Wisconsin wus rallied oa the right, and placed in rear
of the first section of artillery, which was then upon the hill ocecupied
by the Twenty-first Wisconsin, opening with shell. The Seventy-ninth
Pennsylvania was placed in rear of the left wing of the First Wiscon-
sin, which was skirmishing to the front. One section of artillery opened
opon the enemy in front ay between my infantry on the right and left.

The engagement at this time became general, as betwecn the enemy
and the First and Twenty-first Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry and two
sections of the First Kentucky Battery, the enemy acting principaily
on foot, supported by two field howitzers. The enemy was, however,
finaily repulsed, and left the field after severe fighting, the engagement
lasting two hours and ten minutes, the brigade following 14 miles, when,
deeming my rear unsafe, I ordered the cowmand to retire, and wentinte
camp on the north side of Stone’s River, near Jetferson. .

The enemy’s force, as vear as could be ascertained, was some 3,500
strong; strength of my force was about 1,700. The enemy’s loss in
killed, as learned from prisoners taken since the fight, was 83. Their
loss in wounded must have been very severe; but as the wounded and
dead were carried away mostly by the ecavalry upon their horses, it is
impossible to give their loss with certainty. Eight priscners were taken
and paroled, two of whont were mortally wounded. A lientenant-colonel
of Wheeler’s brigade was also mortally wounded.

Casnalties upon our side were as per recapitulation, the chief part of
the loss being convalescents, who were with the train when attacked.
Twenty wagons from the rear of the train were taken and destroyed by
fire, with the contents thereof, consisting of camp and garrison equipage,
officers’ and men’s clothing, &c.

The troops under my command acted with great coolness and bravery;
no flinching, no ruuning, but the utmost coolness shown by all, adding
another creditable mark to the old Twenty-eighth Brigade.

Staff officers and orderlies carried orders fearlessly to different parts
of the field, entitling them to great credit and to my thanks.

Casualties.
-
Command. o E 4] 8 g

HIE|2|E
Toth Pennsylvanis....oooenn e e cr e cs cvnie e e 1 1 5 ki
21at Wisconsin 3| 87)...... 41
%52 Eentucky Battery ! 12 11‘ 2;

Al anaa

24th > IS 52
104 ] 122

The missing are prisoners taken with train, most of them being con-
valescents, and will andoubtedly be paroled.

Yours, respectfully,
JOHN C. STAREWEATHER,
Colonel First Wisconsin Vols., Comdy. Tiwenty-eighth Brigade.
Capt. M. C. TayLogr,
Acting Assistant Adjutont-Qenerel, Third Division,

i
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HEADQUARTERS TWENTY-EIGHTE BRIGADE,
Camp near Murfrecsborough, Tenn., January 6, 1863,

SIR: I have the honor to report that, on the 31st ultimo, the Twenty-
cighth Brigade left Jefferson, in accordance with orders, and reported
at § p. m. for duty, bringing in one field howitzer belouging to the Fifth
Wisconsin Battery, and some 250 cavalry of different regiments, as also
many stragglers from infantry regiments that were found on the Jefferson
and La Vergne pike and roads adjacent thereto, who had participated
in the fight in front of Murfreesborough that day or the day previous.

On the 1st instant the brigade was maneuvered, changing positions,
frouts, &c.; going into camp, forimed in line, with battalions doubled on
the center, the left resting on the Nashville and Murfreesborough pike,
right on the left of General Johnson's troops. The following morning
the brigade was ordered by General Rousseau to deploy into line and
advance to the front to the support of our batteries, then in action. The
change of position was made, and the gallant Twenty-eighth Brigade
moved to the front to give such support, with unflinching courage, amid
a most tremendous rebel fire of solid shot and shell, and remained in
such supporting position until another change was made, when it was
sent to the extreme front, and ordered to hold the same, which post it
oceupied the 24, 3d, and 4th, changing position from time to time, as
the nature of circumastances seemed to require, supporting batteries,
pioneer corps, &c., in digging trenches; and although not brought into
place where its own fire could be made to tell effectively, yet, from the
duties performed by it, under the continued and severe fire of shot
and shell of the enemy, it is entitled to all praise. Casualties as per
recapitulation.

Yours, respectfolly,
JOHN C. STARKWEATHER,
Oolonel First Wisconsin, Comdg. Twenty-eighth Brigade.
Capt. M. O. TaYLOR,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Third Division,

Recapitulation of casualties,

B

No. 72.

Reports of Lieut, Col. Oliver L. Sheplierd, Bighteenth U. 8. Infantry, com-
manding Fourth ( Regular) Brigade,

HEADQUARTERS BRIGADE U. 8. REGULAR TROOPS,
TEep Drv. (ROUSSEAU’S), CENTER, 14TH ARMY CoORPS,
Camp at Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 10, 1863.
8IR : T have the honor, respectfully, to report the operations of this
bgg:‘de, under my orders, during the recent five days’ battle before this
p
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The brigade, on going into action, consisted of the First Battalion
Fifteenth U. 8. Infantry, comprising 16 officers and 304 enlisted men for
duty, Major King commanding; the First Battalion Sixteenth U, S.
Infantry, and Company B, Second Battalion, same regiment, attached,
comprising 15 officers and 293 enlisted men, Major Slemmer command.
ing; Battery H, Fifth U. 8. Artillery, comprising 3 officers and 120
enlisted men for duty, Captain Guenther commanding ; the First Bat-
talion Eighteenth T. S. Infantry, and Companies A and D, Third Bat.
talion same regiment, attached, comprising 16 officers and 272 enlisted
men, Major Caldwell commanding; the Second Battalion Eighteenth
U. 8. Infantry, and Companies B, C, E, and F, Third Battalion same
regiment, attached, comprising 16 officers and 293 enlisted me, Major
Townsend commanding ; six companies, A, B, C, D, E, and T, First
Battalion Nineteenth U. 8. Infantry, comprising 10 officers and 198 en.
listed men, Major Carpenter commanding ; making a total of 77 officers
and 1,485 enlisted men, not including the staff officers and the com-
manding officer of the brigado, 4 in number, and 1 acting sergeant-
major {Commissary-Sergeant Gill, Third Battalion).

The balance of the brigade, including the sick, were left behind to
guard the brigade and battalion trains, where they did good service,
under their reapective battalion quartermasters, in repelling the attacks
of the enemy’s cavalry, saving thereby the entire trains of the brigade.
The musicians were ander the orders of the various surgeons,

The brigade, thus constituted and in the order enumerated, went first
into action under your eye and general supervision at about 9.30 a. m.
December 31, 1862, forming line in the dense cedar forest to the right
of the turnpike and railroad, with design of succorin g the right wing of
the army, under Major-General McCook, After being placed partially,
in quick time, in position and line, the rebel enemy attacked briskly the
two battalions (Fifleenth and Sixzteenth) on the right of the battery.
On observing that the battery and the three battalions to the left were
separated from, and not in view of, these two battalions, I sent my act-
ing assistant adjutant-general, Lieutenant Sutherland, with orders to
Major King to take the command on the right, while I proceeded toward
the center and left of the brigade to bring them into this contest, which
was shortly terminated by the Fifteenth and Sixteenth being foreed to
retire with considerable loss ; not, however, withoat having checked the
advance of the ‘ememy, who soon succeeded in possessing the flank by
their long extended line, and having at first been deceived by the en-
emy, who advanced dressed in American uniform, and without firing
till within a short distance, supported by a heavy line behind, (See
official report of Capt. J. Fulmer, commanding First Battalion Fif-
teenth Infantry.)

A regiment, believed to be the Sixth Qhio Volunteers, withstood the
fire of the enemy along with these two battalions.

On arriving on the left of the brigade, I found that the battery had
fortunately received your orders to retire by the same narrow cut in the
cedar forest by which the brigade first entered. The three battalions
of the Eighteenth and Nineteenth were directed to accompany this move-
ment just in time to save the battery from capture, and under fire of the
advancing enemy.

In this first conflict in the cedar forest, Captain Bell, of the Fifteenth,
wae killed, and Captain York and Lientenant Occleston, Fifteenth, se-
verely wonnded, and also about 8 enlisted men were killed and 42
wounded.

After emerging from the cedar forest, the Dhattalions of the brigade
drew up in their proper positions to the right and left of the battery,

fimap. XXXTL] THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN,

which had taken position, from which, by its effective fire,
lines of the enemy were driven back and dispersed fro;
forest.

While waiting in this position, the enemy’s batteries
along the turnpike and railroad, were throwing shotand
ground, by which Captain Dennison, Second Battalion, Ei
his leg, aud the beroic first sergeant, George F. White, o
Third Battalion, his life, Other men of the brigade we
and wounded.

At about 12 m. the brigade, including the battery, was :
to advance to thefroutalong the railroad and turnpike, an
ing the farther side of the open ground, was suddenly d
right, to enter again the cedar forest, to sustain the trooj
receding, exhausted of ammunition, This movement was
suance of orders directly from yourself and Major-Gen
The brigade being halted just along the edge of the fores
wag ordered to retake the former slightly elevated site nea:

The brigade, having the battalion of the Nineteenth s
request of its commanding officer, Major Carpenter, from
to position in line between the battalions of the Fiftee
teenth, was projected about 50 yards into the dense cedar
the enemy, and, after allowing our retiring regiments to
the lines to the rear, the fire was opened in retarn to th:
suing enemy. The exeellence of the firing by fille by all t
of the brigadecould not be excelled, and was terrifying an
to the enemy, whoe were bronght to a stand for about twe

" During thig stubborn combat most of our losses in killed .
took place; Major Slemmer, commanding Sixteenth, wound
mencement. The eénemy’s lines extending, however, beyon
of the brigade, enabled them to pour an incessant fire fron
tions—the front, left, and right flanks; and the brigade 1
ported by any other forcez on either flank, and having se:
quired time for the receding regiments to reform, I thongh
order a retreat, which was probably quite long enough de

Just after the order to retreat was given, a regiment ca
in the open field on the extreme right of the brigade, but.it
brigk, came too iate, and was unavailing against so large a1
the forest, shree lines being discernible,

Tt is proper here to remark that, notwithstanding the lo
gade had been nearly balf its strength, the battalions ev
ground with reluctance, probably not having looked to anc
being too much engaged to know the full extent of their
retreat of the brigade across the open field was done han
with as much order as was desirable, having in view to pre
loss of life. On this retreat Major King, commanding tt
and Captain Douglass, acting field officer of the First Bat:
centh Infantry, were wounded, cansing them both to r
hospital,

The brigade was at this time reformed in line pear the
proper place, to the right and left of the battery, as directe
orders, for the formation in line of battle, and in this positiol
the balance of the day and during the following night, wi
the enemy’s canuon.

In this last terrific combat in the cedar forest many bra
officers perished ; 4 officers killed and 18 wounded, and 78
killed and 430 enlisted men wounded, exclusive of the miss
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At the moment of rotreating a few steps, the brave aud gallant. Major
Carpenter, commanding the Nineteenth Infantry, fell from his horse
with six mortal wounds, regretted by all who knew biw. The left wing
of the brigade, First and Second Battalious Eighteenth Infantry, was,
during the remainder of the battle, committed mostly to Major Town-
send, the right wing, deprived of its field officers, requiring, as I thought,
more of my attention.

About the middle of the afternoon an extended line of men was dis-
covered far toour front, advancing with our national colors, and, baving
passed over a slight rise, deseended into a corresponding depression,
partially concealing them, when » white flag with a dark ball in its cen-
ter was substitnted, after which they unfurled the rebel flag; wherenpon
Captain Guenther directed the fire of his battery, causing the line to
break in doahle-quick time to their left lank and disappear into the
cedar forest.

Thongh occasionally visited by the enemy’s shot, but little heed was
given to it, and thus closed the action of the brigade the first day, being
the last of the year, December31,1862. During the night our wounded
were gathered together, as far as the enemy’s pickets would permit.

A short time before daybreak of New Year’s day the brigade retired,
according to orders, to a point in the rear of the eommanding general’s
headquarters, to meat an attack on ourright. Some shiftings of position
tock place until about 2 p, m., when it marched toward Stewart’s Creek,
and on arriving near there it was ordered back in double-quick time
which being executed, and night coming on, the brigade Divouacked
on the left of the roadway and near the commanding general’s head-
quarters,

On the third day (the 2d instant) the brigade marched, bofore break-
fasting, to the front {o meet the enemy’s attack, and we retained this
position during the day and following night, the battery assisting to
silence the eneiny’s hatteries and effect the repulse of the enemy in their
attack on the left wing of the army, under General Crittenden, in the
afternoon,

On the 3d instant (the fourth day) the brigade and Lattery moved
forward to the staudpoint of the first day, December 31, 1862, where
slight epaulements were thrown up, prineipally by the men of the bri-
gade, and encammped within them, though rendered almost untenable
by heavy rains, which filled them partially with water and made the
adjoining grovnds miry. As this day closed, and at dark, a severe
attack was made by some portion of the division upon the enemy in
front, which resulted in gaining possession of the enemy’s first live of
breastworks for a time, and subsequently abandoning them, owing to
exhausted ammunition,

On the 4th instant I reported, at 7.30 a. m., that the enemy had evae-
uated our front. The brigade held the same position, employing the
day and following night in the sad duty of collecting our dead, who
were interred with military honors justin front of our intrenchments,
and on the standpoint of the brigade aud battery, maintained from the
first to the last day’s eonflict.

The heavy rains of the 2d and 3d instant covered this position and
the trenches with mud aud water, in which the whole brigade had to
stand or recline while seeking to obtain a little rest. Not a murmur
escaped the lip in all this trying and painful as well as arduous and
dangerous service. On the contrary, cheerfulness and alacrity were
evident on their countenances, and this while subsistence wus so scarce
a8 to force a consumption of horses killed in the battle.

r
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It is hoped that the bearing and whele carcerof this brigade of reg-
ular troope during the five days’ conflict were of a character to meet
the approbation of the major-general commandin:: the division.

The brigade was not without the ambition of deserviug also the com-
mendation of Major-General Thomas, commanding the ceuter, whoso
expcrience has been so successfal and so long, and likewise of the com-
mander-in-chief, whose uniform success inspired confidence. In fine,
the brigade having combatted so well, we need hardly scarch for exaim-
ples, but should rest satisfied that there are noneto excel it in conrageous
secticn and mournful losses.

Of 77 officers with the battalions, 5 were killed and 21 wonuded,
some mortally ; and of 1,366 enlisted men, 90 men were killed and 469
wounded, many mortally, besides 47 missing, supposed to be priseners.
The casnalties of the battery were not 8o great, ou account of its posi-
tion and of its fire dispersing every line of the enemy approaching suf-
ficiently near, at one time completely routing the Second Arkapsas
{rebel) Regiment, causing it to abandon its colors, which were picked
up by skirmishers of the Second Regiment Ohio Volunteoers beiore tho
officer sent for it reached the gronud where the regimert was broken;
and 22 rebel prisoners were taken during the day.

Captain Guenther's battery, attached, could searcely have been excelled
for the skill and effectiveness of its fire, and the conl, brave condnet of
its officers and men. For six days and nights the harness was never
taken from the horses either for food or water, the horses being kept
patienfly on the alert at the pieces,

Appended is a list of the officers killed and wounded, and a consoli-
dated report of the total killed and wouuded ; also the reports of chiefs
of battalions and of the battery. They are admirably drawn, and ex-
hibit more minutely the operations of the particular commands,and are
of great interest. :

The honor of this brave conduct of the brigade belougs properly to
the chiefs of battalions and of the battery, respectively, Majors King,
Carpenter, Slemmer, Townsend, and Caldwell; and, after Majors King
and Slemmer were wounded and Major Carpenter was killed, to their
successors, Captains Crofton, sixteenth, Fulmer, Fifteenth, Mulligan,
Nineteenth Infantry, and also to { ‘aptain Guenther, cornanding Bat-
tery H, Fifth Artillery. Great credit is vefleeted by the good condition
of tlieir respective commands.

The brigade staff, Captain Kinney, quartermaster; First Lientenants
Mills, commissary, and Sutherland, Eighteenth Infantry, acting assist-
ant adjutant-general of the brigade, accompanied me into action with
the brigade, and performed the duties of carrying orders and all the
other duties required of them with courage, zeal, and ability. Assistant
Surgeon Lindsly, acting brigade surgeon, and Acting Surgeons Patton
and Henderson were actively and zenlously ocenpied at the various
hospitals during the whele time. Dr, Lindsly visited at different times
the fleld.

Resting in the hope that this brigade, but recently organized, has dis-
played in this great battle of five days’ dwation a eareer worthy the
approbation of the Government an} the cause in which engaged, I have
the honor, respectfully, to snbseribe wyself, very truly, your humble

gervant, &e.,
O. L. SHEPHERD,
Lieutenant-Colunel Eighteenth U. 8. Infantry, Comdg. Brig.
Mgj Gen. Lovirs H, Rousspau,
Comdg. Third Division, Center, Fourteenth Army Corps.



