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CAVALRY.
Brig. Gen. DAVID 8. STANLEY.
CAvaLry DIVISION.
Col, JorN KENNETT.
First Brigade.
Col. RosErT H. G. MINTY.

2d Indiana, Company M, Capt. J. A. S. | 18t Ohio:
Mitohell, Col. Minor Milliken.

3¢ Kentucky, Col. Eli H. Murray. Maj. James Laughlin,

dth Michigan, Lieat. Cel. William H. | 3d Ohio, Lieut. Col. Douglas A. Murray
Dickinson, : 4th Ohio, Maj. John L. Pugh.

7th Pennsylvanis, Maj. John E. Wynkoop.

Artillery.
1at Ohio, Battery D (section), Lieut. Nathaniel M. Newell

Sepond Brigade.

Col. Lewis Zanw,

RESERVE CAVALRY.*

16th Pennsylvania:
Maj. Adolph G. Rosengarten.
Maj. Frank B. Ward,
Capt. Alfred Veszin.
lst Middle (5th) Tennessee, Col. William B. Stokea.
24 Tennessee, Col. Daniel M. Ray.

UNATTACHED.
4th U. 8. Cavalry, Capt. Elmer Ofia,

MISCELLANEQTUS.
PIONEER BRIGADE,
Capt. JaMEs ST. C. MoRTON.

1st Battalion, Capt. Lyman Bridges.

2d Batialion, Capt. Calvin Hood.

3d Battalion, Capt. Robert Clements.

INinois Light Artillery, Stokes’ batiery, Capt. James H. Stokes.

ENGINEERS AND MECHANICS,
1st Michigan, Col. William P, Innea.
PoST OF GALLATIN, TENK.t
Brig. Gen. ELEAZER A. PAINE.
Werd’s (late Eighth) Brigade.
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM T, WaRbp.

1024 Illinois, Lient. Col. Frank C.Swith.

105th Dlineis, Lisut, Col. Henry F, Vallstte.

70th Indiana, Col. Benjamin Hatrison.

78th Ohio, Col. Henry . Kennott,
Indiana Light Artillery, 13th Battery, Capt. Benjamin 8. Nicklin.

Cavalry.

1st Kenfuclky, Col. Frank Wolford.
7th Kentucky, Lient, Col. John K. Faulkner.
11th Kentucky, Lient. Col. William E. Rijey.

* Under the immediate command of Geueral Stanlay, Chief of Cavalry.
. Baigot engaged at Stone’s River. Commanders given as they stood December a,
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No. 2.

Reports of Maj. Gen. William S. Rosecrans, U. 8. Ariny, commanding
Army of the Cumberland, with congratulatory resolutions, orders, de.

LA VERGNE, TENN., December 28,
By messenger to Loutsville, Ky., December 31, 1862—noon.

Our advance was delayed one day. The right wing, under McCook,
drove Hardee’s skirmishers 18 miles down the Nolensville pike, and ad-
vanced on Triune for battle. A heavy fog delayed this advance, and
gave Hardee time to escape toward Murfreesborough. OQur left wing
drove the enemy on the main Murfreesborough turnpike with heavy
skirmishing, and seized all the bridges over Stewart’s Creek last night,
by dark. Our total loss on both lines does not exceed 20 killed, 100
wounded, and 10 missing. We have some 60 prisoners. QOur center
crossed from Nolensville yesterday and to-day, and now occupy the
north side of Stewart’s Oreek, 10 miles from Murfreesborongh—the
right at Triune. Puorsuieg division went 7 miles toward Shelbyville.
We have report from Murfreesborough to 10 o'clock yesterday. All
his right wing, closed in, came toward Stewari’s Creek. If, under Ken-
tucky and Tennessee influence or orders, they fight as they propose, I
think we are in position, by God’s help, to win, and MeCook will cut off

their retreat.
W. 8. ROSECRANS,
' ' Major-General.
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,
General-in-Ohief.

GENERAL ORDERS,} Hpgrs. DEPT. 0F THE CUMBERLAND,
No. —. In front of Murfreesborough, December 31,1862.

The general commanding desires to say to the soldiers of the Army
of the Cumberland that he was well pleased with their conduct yester-
day; it is all he could have wished for; he neither saw nor heard of any
skulking ; they behaved with the coolpess and gallantry of veterans.
He now feels perfectly confident, with God’s grace and their help, of
striking this day a blow for the country the most crushing, perhaps,
which the rebellion has yetf sustained.

Soldiers, the eyes of the whole nation are upon you; the very fate of
the nation may be said to hang on the issue of this day’s battle. Be
true, then, to yourselves, true to your own manly character and soldierly
reputation, true to the love of your dear ones at home, whose prayers
ascend to God this day for your success.

Be cool! I need not ask you to be brave. Keep ranks. Do not throw
away your fire. Fire slowly, deliberately; above all, fire low, and be
always sure of your aim. Close steadily in upon the enemy, and, when
you get within charging distance, rush on him with the bayonet. Do
this, and the victory will certainly be yours. Recollect that there are
hardly any troops in the world that will stand a bayonet charge, and
that those who malke it, therefore, are sure to win.

By comman t of Maj. Gen. W. 8. Rosecrans;

J. P. GARESOHE,
Aszistant Adjutani-General and Chief of Staff.
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Arillory.
Capt. GEoEes K. BWaALLOW.

%ht Tih Battery.. ... ..o iean 4 1 7 12
Pennsyl nght Baitery B (Twenty-sixth). | | B 7| []
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Total Cavalry Divislon. .........oocvmiaiennann.nn. 3 n 3 a5 1| 184 228
Resorve Cavairy.*
15th Pernaylvania........... 1 8 i 8 (... 58 71
let Middle (5th) Tennessee. 1 B 1 8 15
2d Tenmeastd. .- --cco--uonee 1 | J . 10 |...... 5 18
Totel Ressrve Cavalry .....covvviiiiiiiiriniannicns 2| 10 2| = 1| 8] 1M
Unsttashod.
4th United States ......... ceememememrenafoenes sl 1| ef...| m| =
Total Cavalry ... ... e | ] o7 B | f12 [73
FIONEER BRIGADE.
Capt. Jauzs 8t. C. MorTON.
st Battalom ... e 4 8 [ J) S S 12
.JdBnbmlion . [ | LI P, »

* Under tihe unmediate command of General Stanley, chief of cavalry.
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Return of casualties in the Union foroes, Jo.—Continued.
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OFFICERS KILLAD.

Brig. Gen. Joshua W. Bill.

Lieut. Col. Julins P. Garesché, assistant adjutant-general.

Capt. Knowlton H. Chandler, 19th In-
aAntry.

Lieut. Joseph C. Alvord, 21st Infantry.

Lient. Emanuel M. Weigle, 21st Infantry.

Col. Thomas D. Williams, 25th Infantry.

Col. Fazilo A. Harrington, 27th Infantry.

Capt. Mabry (. Greenwood, 34th In-
anfry.

Lieut. John M. 8mith, 34th Infantry.

Lieut. Soren L. Olson, 38th Infantry.

Capt. Jamss P. Mead, 38th Infantry.

Lieut. John L. Dillon, 38th Infantry.

Col. George W. Roberts (commanding bri-
gade), 42d Infantry.

Lient. Julins Lettman, 424 Infantry.

Capt. Andrew J. Hosmer, 44th Infantry.

Lieut. John 8. Keith, flat Infantry.

Capt. Edwin Alsop, 73d Infantry.

Lieut. Col. Bheridan P. Read, 79th In-
fantry. .

Lieut. Luther T. Ball, 84th Infantry,

Lient. Henry E. Abercrombie, 84th In-

fantry.
Lieut. Thomas F. W. Gullich, 88th In-

fnntg.

Capt. Henry 8. Willett, 83th Infantry.

Litgut. Morris Worthingham, 100th In-
antry.

Lient. Jesse G. Payne, 110th Infantry

TXKDLANA.

Lieut. Henry Kessler, 9th Infantry.
Capt. Robert J. Templeton, 15th Infantry.
Capt. Joel W, Foster, 15th Infantry.
Capt. Frank 8tebbine, 29th Infantry.
Lient. Edwin B. Stribley, 30th Infantry.
Capt. Abram D. Bhaltz, 36th Infantry.
Capt. James H. King, 36th Infantry.
Lisnt, Juawc N. Abernethy, 37th Infantry,
Lion% Jesse B, Holman, 37th Infantry.

Capt. James E. Fouts, 38th Infantry.

Lieut. Francis B. Blackford, 58:{ In-

 fantry.

Capt. Miles H. Tibbits, 73d Infantry.

Capt. Peter Doyle, 73d Infantry.

Lieut. Benjamin T. Poynter, 79ih In.
fantry.

Lient. William M. Morgan, 81t Infantry.

Lient. George W. Bmith, 86th Infantry.
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from the opposite woods, and Colonel Roberts ordered a skirmishing
force to advance and feel the timiber on our left. Companies A and B,
Twenty-seventh [llinois, were thrown ou! under Major Schmitt, the bal-
ance of the regiment being held in reserve, its left resting on the pike.

About 8.30 a. m. Colonel Roberts ordered the Twenty-second, Forty-
second, and Fifty-first to charge the enemy’s columns, and gallantly led
them in person. The Forty-second and Fifty-first charged in line, with
the Twenty-second in rear of the Forty-second, at battalion distunce.
These regiments went forward at the double-quick, and cleared the wood
in front of our lines, the enemy giving way before we reached him. The
line was halted, aud opeued fire in the timber. After some ten minutes,
the line on our right giving way, we were ordered to retire to the lane
leading at nearly right angles with the pike, and take a new position.

Very soon the whole brigade was moved to the left and rear, and
formed in the cedar woods on the pike, east of the hospital. Hough-
taling’s battery was posted 8o as to sweep the open ground and timber
the brigade had lately occupied. The Forty-second and Twenty -second
were thrown to the left and rear of the battery, and the Twenty-seventh
and Fifty-first formed on the pike, fronting south. The whole commmand
was soon hotly engaged with the enemy, advancing on the east and
south., The Twenty-seventh changed front to rear on first company,
and the Fifty-first moved by the right flank, sv as to form an angle with
the Twenty-seventh Illinois. Company K, Fifty-first Ilinois, under
Lieutenant Moody, was thrown out in advance of the battery to the east,
to skirmish the woods, and remained there untit driven in. Houghtal-
ing’s battery was worked with great spirit and vigor during the whole
action ; it, as well as the regiments of the brigade, was exposed to a
cross-fire from rebel batteries situated at the brick-kiln, and at the point
occupied by Houghtaling on the 30th, as well as a heavy fire of small-
arms.

There the brigade met its chief loss; 400 were killed or wounded in
two hours. Colonels Roberts and Harrington fell about 10.45 o'clock.
At this time the ammunition of the battery and of the iufantry was
nearly exhausted. Being bard pressed by a superior force, and nearly
surrounded, it was thought necessary to retire.

At about 11 o'elock I withdrew the Fifty-first in coucert with the
Twenty-seventh, under Major Schmitt, botl regiments moving by the
right flank in good order. Houghtaling’s buttery was left upon the field,
after firing the last round of amiaunition and losing more than half the
horses; being outflanked on both sides, it was inpossiblo to bring it off
in its crippled condition. I wus wol informed of the fall of Colonels
Roberts aud Harrington until after the Twenty-second and Forty-second
had moved. These regiments, aftersulfering a lossof half their numbers,
retired toward the Nashville pike, strikiug it near the grounds held by
General Palmer’s division, and, being separated from the brigade, re-
ported to him.

The Twenty-seventh aud Fifty-first were the last regiments to leave
the ground, the regiments of Gieneral Negley's command baving already
retired. As soon as I was inforined that the command of the brigade
devoived on we, I sent Cuptain Rose, of Colone] Roberts' staff, to report
to General Sheridan for ovders, and fell back through the timber toward
the pike,

Not being able to find General Sheridan, I reported to General Davis,
who ordered we to re-enforce Colonel Harker's brigade, then engaged
with the enemy, who was endeavoring to turn our extreme right and
get possession of the road. T touk the Twenty-seventh and Fifty-firat
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in line of battle, just as cur troops were falling back in some disorder,
and, after delivering a volley or two, charged a rebel brigade of five regi-
ments, routing them cowpletely and taking some 200 prisoners. Thkis
was the final effort on the right.  About 1 p. m. we stacked arms and
supplied the men with ammunition, the Twenty-second and Forty second
joining soon after.

On the morning of January 1 we stood to arms at 3 o'clock, expectiug
an attack, and after daylight built a breastwork in front of the brigade
line. In the afternoon u brigade of the enemy issued from the timber
opposite our position and advanced on-our live. As soon as they were
i::_dra-nge, I opened with small-arms and shell, driving them back iu dis-
order.

Observing that a part of them had skulked in the rocks, I sent out &
strong line of skirmishers, under Lieutenant Hanback, of the Twenty-
seventh Illinois, and captured 2 lieutenants and 117 men, mostly of the
Third Confederate. The brigade oceupied the same position on the 2d,
‘b;d, aud 4th of January, skirmishing more or less with the enemy every

ay.

The eutire loss of the brigade is 3 commissioned officers killed, 12
wounded ; 58 enlisted men killed, 328 wounded ; 161 missing ; making
& total of 562.* This loss oceurred on the 30th and 31st. I think there
{8 a considerable number of wounded wen in the bands of the enemy,
who are now reckoved among the missing; but having no positive
knowledge of their condition, we account for them in that way.

I cannot forbear to express the sorrow felt by the whole command at
the loss of its senior officers, Coloncls Roberts and Harrington. They
had served with the brigade since last April, and had each been in
comraand of it for a considerable time. Long service had made the
command familiar with them, and inspired them with confidence in
their jndgment and skill. They fell in cxactly the line of their duty,
aud each et a soldier’s death, bravely.

L. P. BRADLEY,
Colonel, Commanding Brigade,
Lieut. GEORGE L1,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Third Division.

Ne. 62.
Reports of Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas, U. 8. Army, commanding Center.

HpgQRrs. (CENTER) FOURTEENTH ARMY CoRrrs,
DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND,
Muzfreesborough, Tenn., January 15, 1863,

MAJOR : T have the honor to snbwit to the major-general command-
ing the Department of the Cumberland the following report of the oper-
ations of that part of my command which was engaged in the battle of
Stone’s River, in front of Murfreeshorough :

It is proper to state here that two brigades of PFry’s division and Rey-
uolds’ entire division were detained near Gallatin and along the Louis-
ville and Nashville Railroad, to watch the movements of the rebol
leader Morgan, who had been, for a long time, on the watch for an op-

* But seo revised statement, p. 209.
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portunity to destroy the railroad. Rousseau s, Negley’s, and Miichells
divisions, and Walker’s brigade, of Fry’s division, werc concentrated at
Nashville, but Mitchell’s division being required to garrison Nashville,
my cnly available force was Rousseau’s and Negley™s divisions, and
Walker's brigade, of Fry’s division, about 13,395 effective men.

December 26, Negley’s division, followed by Rousseaw’s divigion and
‘Walker's brigade, marched by the Franklin pike to Brentwood, at that
poiut taking the Wilson pike. Negley and Ronssean were to have en-
camped for the night at Owen’s store.

On reaching the latter place, Negley, hearing heavy firing in the direc-
tion of Nolensville, left his train with a gnard, to follow, and pushed
forward with his troops to the support of Brig. Gen. J. C. Davis, com-
manding the advanced division of McCool’s corps, Davis having become
hotly engaged with the enemy posted in Nolensville, and iu the pass
through the hills south of that village. Roussean encamped with his
division at Owen’s store; Walker with his brigade at Brentwood.

During the night a very heavy rain fell, making the cross-roads al-
most impassable, and it was pot until night of the 27th that Rousseau
reached Nolensville with his troops and train. Negley remained at
Nolensville until 10 a. m. on the 27th, when, haviug brought his train
acroes from Wilson’s pike, he moved to the east, over an exceedingly
rough by-road, to the right of Crittenden, at Stewartsborough, on the
Muarfreesborough pike. Walker, by my orders, retraced his steps from
Breantwood, and crossed over {o the Nolensville pike.

December 28, Negley remained in camp at Stewartsborough, bringing
his train from the rear. Rousseau reached Stewartsborough on the
night of the 28th. His train arrived early next day.

December 29, Negley’s division crossed Stewart’s Creek, 2 miles south-
west and above the turnpike bridge, and marched in support of the head
and right fank of Crittenden’s corps, which moved by the Murfrees-
borough pike to a point withiu 2 miles of Murfreesborough. The enemy
fell back before our advance, contesting the ground obstinately with
their cavalry rear guard. Rounsseaun remained in camp at Stewartsbor-
ough, detaching Starkweather’s brigade, with a section of artillery, to
the Jefferson pike crossing of Stone’s River, to observe the movements
of the enemy in that direction. Walker reached Stewartsborough from
the Nolenaville pike about dark.

December 30, a cavalry force of the enemy, something over 400 strong,
with two pieces of artillery, attacked Starkweather about 9 a. m., but
was soon driven off. The enemy opeuned a brisk fire on Crittenden’s
advance, doing but little execution, however, about 7 a. m,

During the morning Negley’s division was obliqued to the right, and
took up a position on the right of Paliner’s division, of Orittenden’s
corps, and was then advanced through a dense cedar thicket, several
handred yards in width, to the Wilkinsou Oross-Roads, driving the
enemy’s skirmishers steadily and with considerable loss. Our loss
comparatively small.

About noon Bheridan’s division, of MeCook’s corps, approached by
the Wilkinson Cross.Roads, joined Negley’s right, McCook’s two other
divisions coming up on Sheridun’s right, thus forming a continuous
line, the ieft resting on Stone’s Rivei, the right streteling in a westerly
direction, and resting on high, wooded ground, a short distance tu the
south of the Wilkinson Cross-Roads. and, as has sinee been asecrtained,
nearly parallel with the enemy’s intrenclunents thrown np ou the slop-
ing land bordering the northwest bank of Stone’s River. Nousseaw’s
division (with the exception of Starkweatber's brigade), being ordered
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up from Stewartsborough, reached the position occupied ")y the army
ahout 4 p. m., and bivonacked on the Murfreeshorough pike in rear of
the center.

During the night of the 30th I sent orders to Walker to take up a
strong position near the turnpike bridge over Stewart’s Creek, and de-
fend the position against any attempts of the enemy’s cavalry to destroy
it. Roussean was ordered to move by 6 a. m. on the 31st to a position
in rear of Negley. This position placed his division with its left on the
Murfreesborough pike, and its right extending into the cedar thicket
through whicl Negley had marched on the 30th. In front of Negley’s
position, bordering a large open field, reaching to the Murfreesborough
pike, a heavy growth of timber extended in a southerly direction toward
the river. Aecross the field, running in an easterly direction, the ecnemy
had thrown up ritle-pits at intervals, from the timber to the viver bank,
to the east side of the turnpike. Along this line of intrenchments, on
ah eminence about 800 yards from Negley’s position, and nearly iu front
of kis left, some eannon had been placed, affording the enemy great ad-
vantage in covering an attack on our center. However, Palmer, Neg-
tey, and Sheridan held the position their troops had se manfully won
the morning of the 30th against every attempt to drive them back, and
remained in line of battle during the night.

December 31, between 6 and 7 a. m., the epemy, having massed a heavy
force on McCook’s right during the night of the 30th, attacked and drove
it back, pushiug his division in pursuit en éehelon, and in suppurtivg dis-
tance, until he bad gained sufficient ground to our rear to wheel his
masgses to the right and throw them upon the right flank of the center,
at the same moment attacking Negley and Palmer in front with 2 greatly
superior force. To eounteract this movement, I had ordered Rounssean
to place two brigades, with a battery, to the right and rear of Sheridan’s
division, facing toward the west, so as to support Sheridan, should he
be able to hold his ground, or to cover him, should he be compelied to
fall back.

About 11 o’clock General Sheridan reported to me that his ammuni-
tion was entirely out, and he wounld be compelled to fall back to get more.
As it became necessary for General Sheridan to fall back, the enemy
pressed on still farther to cur rear, and soon took ap a position whieh
gave them a concentrated cross-fire of musketry and eannon on Negley's
and Rousseau’s troops at short range. This compelled me to fall back
out of the cedar woods, and take up a line along a depression in the
open ground, within good musket-rapge of the edge of the woods, while
the artillery was retired to the high ground to the right of the turnpike.
From this last position we were enabled to drive back the enemy, cover
the formation of our troops, and secure the center on the high ground.
In the execntion of this last movement, the regular brigade, under
Lientenant-Colcnel Shepherd, RBighteenth U. 8. Infuntry, came under a
most murderous fire, lIosing 22 officers and 508 men in killed and wounded,
but, with the co-operation of Seribner’s and Beatty’s brigades and Guen-
ther’s and Loomis' Latteries, gallantly held its ground against over-
whelming odds.  The center having succeeded indriving back the enemy
froun its front, and onr artillery concentrating its fire on the cedar thicket
on our right, drove him back far under cover, from which, though re-
peatedly attempiing it, he could not make any advance.

January 1, 1863, repeated attempts were made by the enemy to ad-
vanee ou my position during the morning, but they were driven back
before emerging from the woods. Colonel Starkweather’s brigade of
Rousseau’s division and Walker's brigade of Fry’s division having re-
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enforced ns during the night. took post on the right of Rousseau and
left of 8heridan, aud bore their share in repelling the aitempts of the
enemy on the morning of the 1st instant.

For the details of the most valuable service rendered by these two
brigades on December 30 and 31, 1862, and Jauvuary 1, 2. and 3, 1863,
T refer you to their reports. In this connection I 2lso refer you to the
report of Lieutenant-Colonel Parkhurst, commanding Ninth Michigan
Infantry (on provost duoty at my headquarters), for the details of most
valuable services rendered by his command on December 31 and January
1 and 2. Negley’s division was ordered early in the day to the support
of McCook’s right, and in which position it remained during the night.

Jannary 2, about 7 a. m., the enemy opened a direct and cross fire fron:
bis batteries in our front, and from a position on the east bank of Stone's
River to our left and front, at the same time making a strong demonstra-
tion with infantry, resulting, however, in no serious attack. Our artil-
lery (Loomis’, Guenther’s, Stokes’, and another battery, the commander’s
name I cannot now recall) scon drove back their infantry. Negley was
withdrawn from the extreme right and placed in reserve behind Critten
den’s right.

About 4 p. m. & division of Orittenden’s corps, which had crossed
Stone’s River to reconnoiter, wag attacked by an overwhelming force of
the enemy, and, after a gallant resistance, compelled to fall back. The
movements of the enemy having been observed and reported by some
of my troopas in the center, I sent orders to Negley to advance to the
support of Crittenden’s troops, should they want help. This order was
obeyed in most gallant style, and resulted in the complete annihilation
of the Twenty-sizth Tennessee (rebel) Regiment and the capture of their
flag ; alse in the capture of a battery, which the enemy had been forced
to abandon at the point of the bayonet. (See Negley’s report.)

Junuary 3, soon after daylight, the Forty-second Indiana, on picket in
a clump of woods about 800 yards in front of our lines, was attacked by
a brigade of the enemy, evidently by superior numbers, and driven in
with considerable loss. Lientenant-Colonel Shanklin, commanding the
regiment, was surrounded and taken prisoner while gallantly endeavor-
ing to draw off his men from under the fire of such superior numbers.
From this woods the enemy’s sharpshooters continued to fire occasion-
ally during the day on our pickets.

About 6 p. m. two regiments from Col. John Beatty’s brigade, Rous-
seaw’s division, co-operating with two regiments of Spears’ brigade, of
Negley’s division, covered by the skillful and well-directed fire of Guen-
ther’s Fifth U. S. Artillery and Loomis’ IMirst Michigan Batteries, ad-
vanced on the woods and drove the enemy not only from their cover,
but from their intrenchmeuts, a short distance beyond.

For the details of this galtant night attack I refer you to the reports
of Brigadier-General Spears, commanding Third Brigade of Negley’s
division, and Col. John Beatty, commnanding Second Brigade of Rons-
sean’s division. The epemy having retreated during the night of the
3d, our troops were occupied during the morning of the 4th in burying
the dead left on the field. In the afternoon one brigade of Negleys
division was advanced to the crossing of Stone’s River, with a brigade
of Rousseau’s division in supporting distance, in reserve,

Januwary 5, my entire comwand, preceded by Stanley’s cavalry.
marched into Murfreesborough and took up the position which we now
hold. The enemy’s rear guard of cavalry was overtaken on the Shelby-
ville and Manchester roads, about 5 miles from Murfreesborongh, and,
after sharp skirmishing for two or three hours, was driven from our im.
mediate front.
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The conduct of my cowmmand from the time the army left Nashville to
its eutry iuto Murfreesborongh is deserving of the highest praise, both
for their patient endurance of the fatigues and discomforts of a five days’
battle, and for the manly spirit exhibited by them in the various phases
jn this memorable contest. I refer you to the detailed reports of the
division and brigade commauders, forwarded herewith, for special men.
tion of those officers and men of their commands whose conduct they
thought worthy of particular notice. .

All the members of wy staff, Maj. G. E. Flynt, assistant adjutant-
general ; Lieut. Col, A, Von Scixrader, Seventy-fourth Obio, acting in-
spector-general ; Capt. 0. A. Mack, Thirteenth U. 8. Infantry, acting
chief commissary, and Capt. A. J. Mackay, chief qnartermaster, were
actively employed in carrying my orders to various parts of mny comrmand
and in the exccution of the appropriate duties of their office. Capt.
O. A. Mack was dangerously wounded in the right hip and abdowen
while conveying orders from me to Major-General Roussean.

The officers of the signal corps attached to my beadquarters did ax.
cellent service in their appropriate sphere, when possible, and as aides-
de-camp, carrying orders. My escort, composed of a select detail from
the First Ohio Cavalry, commanded by First Lient. J. D. Barker, of the
same regiment, who have been on duty with me for nearly a year, de-
gerve commendation for the faithful performance of their appropriate
duties. Private Guiteau was killed by a cannon-shot on the morning
of Junuary 2. Surg. G. D. Beebe, medical director, deserves special
mention for his efficient arrangements for moving the wounded from the
field and giving them immediate attention.

Annexed hereto is & consolidated return of the casunalties of my com.
mand. The details will be seen in the accompanying reports of division
and brigade commanders,

Very reapectfully, your obedient servant, :
GEO. H. THOMAS,
Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding.
Maj. C. GODDARD, '
Aszgistant Adjutant-General and Ohief of Staff.

Consolidated report of casuallies of the Center, Fourteenth Army Corps, in the five daye
baitle before Murfreesborough, Tenn., commencing December 31, 1862, and ending Januvary
4, 1863."
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* But see revised statement, pp. 200-211.
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On 1he 30th the entire cavalry force was engaged in guarding the fianks
of the army, in position. Some small cavalry skirmishing oceurred, but
nothing of importance.

At 11 p. m., the 30th, [ marched for La Vergne with the First Ten-
nessee and the Anderson Cavalry. Near that place I was joined by de-
tachments of the Fourth Michigan and Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry.

At 9.30 o’clock on the 31st T received an order from the general com-
manding, directing me to hasten to the right. 1 made all possible
speed, leaving a strong detachment to protect the trains crowding the
road at Stewartsborough and to pick up stragglers. Upon arriving upon
the right flank of the army, I found order restored, and took position
on General McUook’s right, my right extending toward Wilkinson’s
Oross-Roads, cecupying the woods about the meeting-house on Overall's
Creek.

In this position we were attacked about 4 p. m. by a long line of foot
skirmishers. My first impression was that these covered infantry, but
T learned soon that they were only dismounted cavalry, We success-
fully held them at bay for one-balf an hour with the Fourth Mich.
igan and Beventh Pennsylvania, dismounted, when, being outflanked, 1
ordered our line to mount and fall back to the open field. The enemy
followed here, and being re-enforced by detachments of the Anderson
and Third Kentucky Cavalry, and the First Tenuessee, we charged the
enemy and put him to rout. The eavalry held the same position this
night they had taken upon my arrival upon the field.

About 9 o’clock New Year's morning the enemy showed a line of
skirmishers in the woods to our front, and soon after brought a six-gun
battery to bear upon my cavalry. As we could not reach the evemy’s
skirmishers, nor reply to his artillery, [ ordered my cavalry to fall back.
A part of Zahm’s brigade marched this day to Nashville to proteet our
train. Oolonel Zahm’s report is inclosed.

January 2 and 3 the cavalry was engaged in watching the flauks of
our position. Upon the 4th it became evideut that the enemy had Aed.
The cavalry was collected and moved to the fords of Stone’s River.
Upon the 5th we entered Murfreesbhorough. Zahm’s brigade warched
in pursuit of the enemy on the Shelbyville pike—narched 6 miles, find-
ing no opposition. With the remainder of the cavalry I marched ou the
Manchester pike and encountered the enemy in heavy force at Lytle's
Oreek, 34 miles from town. We fought with this force till near sundown,
pushing them from one cedar-brake to anotber, when, being re-enforced
by General Spears’ brigade of BEast Tennesseeans, we drove the enemy
ontof his last stand in disorder. We returned after dark and encamped
on Lytle’s Creek. Our troops all behaved well. The skirmishing was
of a very severe character. The Fourth U. S. Cavalry, which was this
day first under my control, behaved very handsowmely.

Inclosed please find reports of division, brigade, and regimental com-
manders, Captain Otis’ command acted independeutly until the 5th in-
stant, when they came under my orders.

Incloged find list of killed, wounded, and missing,* excepting from
Anderson Oavalry; the report of this regiment [ have not received. A
special report of officers and soldiers deserving wention will be sub-
mitted. The duty of the cavalry was very arducus. From December
26 to Junuary 4 the saddles were only taken off to groom, and were
immediately replaced.

* Embodied in revised statement, p, 214,
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A consgolidated list of casualties, including those of the First Ten-
nessee, Anderson Troop, and Third Indiana, as nearly as ascertained,
will be submitted in the morning.

Respecifally submitted.

D. 8. STANLEY,
Brigadier-General and Ohief of Cavalry.

HEADQUARYTERS CAVALRY,
Near Murfreesborough, January 12, 1863.
SIR: Lnclosed please find consolidated report, with list of commis-
sioned officers killed, wounded, and missing, in the operations before
Murfreesborough. I 'send it unsigned, as the general is away.
I am, your obedient servant,
WM. H. SINCLAIR,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
0. GODPDARD,
Assistant Adjutant-General and Chief of Staff.

Report tg‘ ocagualties in cavalry command, Fourteentk Army Corps, from the advance Jrom
Nashville on the 26th December, and including the battles before Murfreceborough.*
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List of officers killed and wounded in cavalry command, Fourteenth Army Corps, Depart-
ment of the Cumberland, in operations before Murfreesborough, Tenn.

Killed. —Col. Minor Milliken, First Obio Cavalry; Maj. D. A. B. Moore, First Qhio
Cavalry ; Lieut T. L. Condit, Company L, First Ohio Cavalry.

Wounded. —Captain Wortham, Company C, First Tennessee Cavalry; Capt. El
Long, Comgzuy K, Fourth U, 8. Cavalry; Adjt. William H. Scott, First Chio; Lieat.
Thomas V. Mitchell, Company H, Fourth Mic igau Cavalry,

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY,
Oamp on Bradyville pike, Tenn., January 29, 1863.
GoLonEL: In accordance with Paragraph 743, Army Regulations, [
have the honor to submit the names of the following officers deserving,
in wy opinion, of special uotice :
Major Klein, Third Indiana, on the 27th first engaged the enemy Of
the Nolensville pike, and soon put them to full flight.

~ * But see revised statement, p. Q4. {Fifth Tenncsses Cavalry, } Burgeon.
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close at their heels. I ordered them to right-about, which they did
bandsomely, not & man finehing or wavering in the least. They im-
mediately opened a fire upon the enemy, which soon made them leave
for the woods.

T goon bheard firing in my rear, and sent Captain Pritchard, with his
company, back to find out the canse. As I instantly expected an at-
tack from that quarter, I called Company B in and placed them on the
bridge. They again attempted to drive us from the bridge, but our
boys were too much for them, and again drove them back under cover
of the woods. Lieutenant Leach now came in with Company H; he
had run on the party in our rear, and with 20 mea drove them to the
woods, and joined my ecmmand. The artillery soon came up, and my
trouble was over, '

The officers and men of these four companies are deserving of great
praise. With 50 men we charged and drove for 2 miles 200 of the First
Alabama Oavalry, and held the bridge for one-half hour against the
whole regiment., The prisoners we took admit that their regiment was
all there, and another regiment in Wheeler's brigade was 2 miles in the
rear, on Stone’s River,

I lost 3 men taken prisoners, between the infantry and my command,
wnd had 1 slightly wounded. We took from them 9 prisoners, wounded 1
ieutenant and 3 privates, and killed 1 lieutenant and 1 private. We
also took 4 horses ; two of them the infantry took possession of. We
" remaived on the ground over night, and were relieved by the Seventh
Pennsylvania Cavalry, when I immediately rejoined my regiment, all
right, and perfectly satisfied with my trip.

I am, colonel, your most obedient servant,
FRANK W, MIX,
Captain, Comdg. Detachment Fourth Michigan Cavalry.

Lieat. Col. W. H. DICKINSON,
Commanding Fourth Michigan Cavalry.

No. 178.

Report of Lieut. Lansingh B. Eldridge, Fourth Michigan Cavalry, of opera-
tions between Nashville and La Vergne, January 1-3,

JANUARY 7, 1863.

Sir: On the 1st day of January, instant, I was ordered by Captain
Henion to take 20 men of Company K, Fourth Michigan Cavalry, and
proceed toward Nashville as an advance goard of the train. At La
Vergne the train was attacked, and the Second Tennessee Cavalry
formed in line of battle, and I prepared to join them ; but at the dis-
charge of the enemy’s second gun the Tennessee cavalry fled, and I, with
my men, remained alone to protect the train. I left the pike and went
to the right and passed around on to the pike again, and proceeded
with the advance of the train to Nashville, while the enemy burned a
portion of the rear of the train.

On the 3d, I left Nashville to join my regiment, and at tlie asylum the

train was attacked, and I was ordered up and proceeded at a double- -

quick, and found that fighting was going on on both sides of the road,
and, seeing we were the weakest on the left, I formed on that side,
where a portion of the Second Tennessee Cavalry was engaging the
enemy, but as we entered the field they broke and fled, and I dismounted
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my men and advanced as skirmishers, leaving our horses under cover
of a hill. I followed the enemy nearly half a mile, and retook one of
our wagons loaded with ammunition, and then proceeded to join my reg-
iment, under Colonel Dickinson.

L, B. ELDRIDGE,

First Lieutenant, Company K.
ADJUTANT FOURTH MIOHIGAN CAVALRY.

No. 174.

Report of Maj. John E. Wynkoop, Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, in-
cluding skirmishes on the Murfreesborough road, December 26-27 ,af
Overalls Oreck, December 31, and on Manchestor pike, January 5.

HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 6, 1863,

SIe: I have the honor to report that on the morning of December 28,
1862, I was ordered with my regiment to move on the Murfressborongh
road, in rear of the First Cavalry Brigade, the First Cavalry Brigade
being the advanee of that portion of the Army of the Cumberland.
After proceeding on the read about 6 miles, I was ordered with my entire
Ltommand to the front, with instrnctions to use one-baif in the advance
and upon the right as a line of skirmishers, keeping the other half as a
support. In thisorder we proceeded about 3 miles, when we commenced
engaging the enemy, they falling back gradually 1 mile to a belt of wood,
where they made a stubborn stand. Here there was considerable heavy
firing, in which 3 of my men were wounded and 2 horses kilied. I or-
dered one company to charge, which was done with promptness, and
which caused the epemy to retire, we pressing and skirmishing with
him until night eame on.

The 27th was occupied in skirmishing on the left. No casnalties in
my regiment this day.

Sanday, December 28, but little skirmishing ; my command chiefly in
c4mp. .

Monday, December 29, was ordered on the left of General Wood's
division ; throwing out a line of skirmishers to the left, moved with the
lire of battle. No casualties.

Tuesday, December 30, ordered to form a line of couriers from the
extreme left, connecting with those on the right, keeping a reserve in the
center, one upon the right center, and one npon the left center. These
duties were performed Ly the Second and Third Battalions, commanded
by myself, the First Battalion being with Colonel Minty npon a recon-
'l;aiss?,nce to La Vergne; the First Battalion commanded by Oaptain

ennings.

Wednesday, December 31, the First Battalion absent with Colonel
Minty; the Second and Third continuing as vedettés and conriers until
9 a. m., when our right fell back, creating much consternation and dis-
order, My vedettes and line of couriers were compelled to retire, which
wag done in good order, the men rallying upon their chiefs.

My command being collected together, I used my utmost exertions
to press the troops to the front, who were coming back in much con-
fusion. Finding my endeavors almost useless, the greatest confusion
prevailing, I dispatched a courier to General Rosecrans to know what
positioz the cavalry should be assigned to. He directed me to take my




632 KY., MID, AND L, [ENN., N. ALA., AND SW. VA, [Crir. XXXT.

command to the rear, which I accordingly did, and remained in the rear
uniil about 2 p. m., when I received an order from Colonel Kennett
commanding cavalry division) to bring my command upon the Mur-

eesborough pike, where a portion of the cavalry were engaging the
rebel cavalry., We were thrown upou the front, and were for some time
under & heavy fire from the enemy under cover. The officers and men
here behaved with great coolness, and deserve mnch credit.

The First Battalion, under command of Captain Jennings, returned
from La Vergne with General Stanley and Colonel Minty. Moving
rapidly to the right and front, it took up position on the extreme right
of our line. Dismounting, it met the advance of the rebels, and finally
foll back. Mounting and reforming, the First Battalion took nup anew
position on the left of the rest of the cavalry. After a half hour’s more
fighting, darkness brought a cessation of the fighting.

The loss this day was 2 killed, 4 wounded, and 4 taken prisoners.

Thursday, January 1, T was ordered with my entire command upon
the right to watch tho movements of the enemy, who was continually
moving upon the flank; considerable firing between the skirmishers,
several of my horges being killed and wounded. This day my regi-
mental train was burned by the enemy while en route for Nashville,
having upon it all regimental books, papers, company property, camp
equipage, officers’ baggage, &c.

Friday, January 2, was pfa.ced on the right to wateh that flank. Much
skirmishing all day. No casualties to-day. This evening went on picket
in right and rear.

Satarday, January 3, on picket all day.

Sunday, b anuary 4, relieved from picket. At 2 p. m. was ordered to
move with the brigade to Wilkinson’s Cross-Roads.

Monday, January 5, ordered to move in rear of brigade toward Mur-
freesborongh ; passed through Murfreesborough, 3 miles or Manchester
road, when my command was ordered to the front. The position as-
signed me was on the left, where we immediately commenced engaging
the enemy, which lasted with considerable severity for about one hour,
we driving them from the ground they occupied to a belt of wood, where
they are under cover. I had 1 sergeant wounded severely.

The loss in my regiment since leaving Nashville to the present time
was a8 follows: Killed, 2; wounded, 9; prisoners and missing, 50,
Total, 61.

I am, very respectfully, your ¢hedient servant,
JNO. E. WYNKOOP,
Major, Commanding Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry,

Lient. JOAN WOOLLEY,
Adcting Assistant Adjutant General.

No. 175.

Reports of Col. Lewis Zahm, Third Ohio' Cavalry, commanding Second
Brigade, including skirmishes at Franklin, December 26-27, Wilkinson’s
Cross-Roads, December 29, Overalls Creek, December 31, La Vergne,
January 1, Cor's Hill, January 3, and on Shelbyville pike, January 5,

Hpgrs. 2p OAv. BRIG.,, IN CAMP ON WIiLsSoN's PIKE,
Near Nolensville Crossing, December 27, 1862,

GENERAL : In compliance with orders received, I moved from our old
camp at Nasghville yesterday morning at 8 o’clock with the First, Third,
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and Fourth [Ohio] Cavalry Regiments, 950 strong in all. T crossed
over on the I'ranklin pike, south of General Thomas’ headquarters, as
I afterward learned. I passed the immense trains and troops on the
Frankliz pike, beyond Brentwood. I halted my command, as I had
not seen General Thomas yet. [ supposed he was on the move with
the troops in front. I kept inquiring along the columm, and was toid
that he was in the advance. I proceeded myself on the Wilson Creck
pike some 2 miles, almost to the head of the column, but then learning
trom General Roussean that General Thomas was in the rear, I imme.
diately started back some 6 wiles; there ascertaining that General
Thomas had cut across the country on to the Nelensville pike, I thought
farther pursait wounld be useless. I started back to join my command
and to carry out the remainder of my instructions. I proceeded to
Franklin; encountered the enemy’s pickets 24 miles out; drove them in.
Skirmishing continued antil within half 2 mile of F'ranklin, when a sharp
skirmish ensued, we driving the rebels. They then made another bait
in town. I dismounted some sgix companies to act as skirmishers on
foot; came round on both flanks with mounted skirmishers, and their
reserves finally charged through the river into town, where some con-
siderable firing ensued ; drove the rebels out; drove them some 2 miles
beyond town; the lateness of the day prevented further pursuit, for by
this time it began to bedark, Theenemy was takeu by surprise; could
not get their forces together befure we were upon them; therefore made
it rather an easy task to drive them, as they were in several directions,
formed several lines, but a8 we advanced and fired they invariably fied.
We took 10 prisoners, one of them a lieutenant of General Bragg's escort,
who was there on business with 16 men. We captured a private of the
same escort. We captured that number of horses, several mules, some
shot-guns and carbines, broke up their camps, and burned several tents
for them. From the best informwation received, I made out the force to
have been about 900, consisting of Colonel Smith’s regiment and an
independent battalion. I shall send the prisoners to Nashville this
morning.

I learned that quite a force of infantry and artillery were 9 miles out
of Franklin, on the road leading to Murfreesborongh. I arrived in
camp here at nearly % o’clock last evening; reported to General Rous-
sean, in the absence of General Thomas. We learned that the enemy
had quite a foree at Triune, some 10 miles south of this. General Rous-
sean and myself came to the conclusion to use iy brigade to-day in
reconnoitering the front and right, until forther orders eould be received
from you. I shall therefore send some 500 men toward Petersburg and
Triune to reconnoiter; shall likewise send a smaller force over toward
Franklin, to ascertain whether the enemy has come back again or not.
My force will be back in camp toward evening; will remain here and
picket Wilson's Creek pike, as instracted, until your further orders are
received.

I forgot to mention that we killed 3 of the enemy ; could not ascertain
the number of wounded ; must have wounded some in proportion to
the killed, My commwand behaved nobly, both officers and men.

The Third [Ohio] Cavalry had the advance, and did the principal part
of the fighting; there was no flinch to them; they moved steadly on-
ward, and finally made the charge through town.

I am, general, your obedient servant,
LEWIS ZAHM,

Colonel, Commanding Second Cavalry Brigade,
Gencral STANLETY,
Commanding Cavalry.
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HEADQUARTERS SEcOND CAVALRY BRIGADE,
Nashville, Tenn., January 2, 1863—11 o'clock.

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that, at 9 a. m. yesterday, I
proceeded with the Third [Ohio] Cavalry and the Anderson Troop, as
directed, forward to gnard the trains in motion on the road to Nashville,
I took np every train in front of me which was in motion. At Stewart’s
Creek I found the Third Division train just putting out. It detained
e about one hour; at the same time I learned that a heavy cavalry
force was to the left of me. I ordered the train to proceed at a brisk
walk. We moved on until we arrived at La Vergne; the train had
passed the flats at La Vergne, myself and command resting on the flat,
when my flankers discovered the enemy to onr left and engaged him. I
immediately turned into the field, formed line of battle, and dispatehed
orderlies to the front to move the train on a trot.

The enemy formed; then ensued skirmishing with the skirmishers.
The enemy formed a new line, which I counteracted ; kept him at bay
ready to receive their charge; they, however, declined to charge—
wheeled in column of fours, moved to the left of our train, and forward
around a hill in front and to the left of the road, with the intention of
heading off the train, By this time the rear of the train was half &
mile ahead of us. T immediately followed the train; sent flankers at a
rapid pace toward the front to watch and engage the enemy if approach.
ing. The enemy did not succeed in heading the train.

After proceeding about 2 miles farther, discovered the enemy charg-
ing up the pike on our rear. I met them and repulsed them. They
charged again. I repulsed them again, charged them back for 2 miles,
scaitered them, killed 9, wounded 11, and took 2 prisoners. I had a
few men slightly wounded. After this they troubled my train no more,
Not a wagon fell into their hands ahead of the escort. Some four or
five wagons broke down, which we left and destroyed. The enemy’s
forces were Wheeler’s brigade, with two pieces of artillery, which they

layed upon us pretty lively. A short time before we were attacked a
arge number of the Second Tennessee came running by my column,
running away from the front, stating that our forces werein full retreat.
I placed a company in the road, halted every one of them, but at the
breaking out of the skirmish they ran again like sheep. I am sorry to
say that the Anderson Troop, with very few exceptions, as the enemy
charged us in the rear, scampered off in most every direction; did not
stand up to the work at all; the contrary, caused, together with the
negroes, Second Tennessee all ranning, somewhat of a stampede among
the wagons, which caused the few break-downs above mentioned.

I arrived here at 9 p. m. Found no forage for horses. Sent out a
train after {orage this morning, so it will be 5 o’clock this p. m. before
our horses will get & mouthful to eat. Since 3 o’clock yesterday morn-
ing they have labored very hard, and consequently are not fit for any
gervice to-day. Both horses and men are very mach used up.

I am awaiting further orders. I have ordered the Anderson Troop
to report to me early this morning, but they have not done so up to this
time. They are very much demoralized. In any work for me to do, I
ask you to please not to count them as being any help to me. I would
sooner do without them.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
LEWIS ZAHM,
Colonel, Commanding Second Cavalry Brigade.
General STANLEY,
Commanding Cavalry.
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HEADQUARITERS SECOND CAVALRY BricapE,
In Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 6, 1863.

LIEUTENANT: [ herewith have the honor to report the part taken and
the work performed by my brigade since our departure from Nashvilla
until the close of the battle before Murifreesborough.

I left Nashville on the morning of the 26th ultimo, with three regi-
wents of my brigade, viz, the First, Third, and Fourth OQhio Cavalry
the Fifth Kentucky remaining at Nashville. My force numbered 950
wmen. We marched out on the Franklin pike, the Third Ohio having the
advance. When within 2 miles of Franklin, drove in the rebel pickets,
skirmished all the way down to Franklin, drove the enemy out, and
pursued bim some 2 miles. From the best information received, the
enemy were 900 strong (all cavalry), part of Wharton’s brigade. We
killed 4, wounded several, and took 10 prisoners, among them a lieaten-
aont of General Bragp's escort, several horses and mules, and destroyed
their camps, with some tents sianding thereon. We retired from Frank-
lin, moved over to the Wilson Creek pike, and picketed said pike.

On the 27th, sent the First Obio and most of the Foarth Ohio, under
command of Colonel Milliken, on the Wilson Creek pike, toward Triune,
to reconnoiter. They proceeded within 2 miles of Triune, captured 6
of the rebel pickets, when the enemy opened on them with shells; threw
some 50 withont damaging us any; then my force retired to camp. I
likewise had sent a battalion of the Third to Franklin to reconnoiter,
which drove in the rebel pickets, who had returned in force after my com-
mand had left the evening previous. Quite a skirmish ensued, in which
3 of the rebels were killed and several wounded. After skirmishing
some two hours, and the enemy being too strong to drive, the battalion
returned to camp in good order without any loss.

On the 28th, moved with the command to Triune without anything
occarring worth mentioning.

On the 29th, proceeded toward Murfreesborough, moving between the
Franklin road and the road called Bole Jack road, which General Mc-
Cook’s corps moved on. I divided my brigade into three columns
marching paraliel with one another and with the main force, the righlz
(the Fourth Ohio) moving on the Fraunklin road, the Third in center,
and the First on the left, the columns being from 1 to 13 miles apart,
throwing out skirmishers, connecting one colamn with the other, and
connecting on the left with the main column. We thus proceeded for
6 miles, when the center column encountered the enemy’s pickets, which
they drove in, the different columns steadiiy advancing. ’

Shortly after, both the right and the left cncountered pickets, driving
them in before them. After proceeding about 1 mile farther, we came
upon the enemy’s cavalry {Wharton's brigade), engaged them for three
bours, some time the right wing, then the loft, then the center, receiving
several charges, which were repulsed, driving the enemy some 2 miles
when the bngad_e concentrated, repelling a heavy charge from thé
enemy, driving him back under his guns, which were only a short dis-
tance trom us. We then retired some 2 miles and went into camp.

Some few casualties occurred this day. The officers and men behaved
admirably during the whole day. The Fourth had proceeded until the
enemy threw shells into them pretty rapidly, when they retirod. We
were within 4 miles of Murfreesborough.

Un the morning of the 30th was ordered to proceed on the Franklin
road toward Murireesborough, to push the enemy hard. We had en-
vamped that night near the brick charch, on the road leading from Gen-
eral McCook’s headquarters to the Franklin road. I proceeded that



byr

¢

636 KY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA,, AND SW. VA. (Cair. XXXIL

morning with my command and the Second East Tenneasee, which re.
ported to me that morning, via that road to the Franklin road, at which
crossing we encountered the enemy’s pickets and drove them in. Sent
a party of the Fourth to reconnoiter on the road leading sonth to Salem,
where they soon came upon a stronger force, and a brisk skirmish en.
sued. I increased the number of skirmishers, especially to the left,
skirmished with the enemy for an hour or Inore, when a courier arrived,
8aying that the enemy was approaching with a heavy cavalry force and
some artillery.

In the mean time I had -ascertained, likewise, that a heavy foree of
the enemy was encamped some little distauce south of the Franklin
road, and east of where my column halted. I did not think it prudent
to advancs, and, owing to the bad grounds (being all timber) where my
force halted, I retired to my eamping-ground, near which were large
open fields, well adapted for cavalry movements. I soon formed a line
of battle._ The enemy made his appearance. Skirmishers engaged him
pretty briskly. The enemy maneuvered with the design to outfiank us,
but did not succeed. I forestalled him every time. With the excep-
tion of severe skirmishing, nothing transpired. The enemy retired,
when I concluded to join the main body of our army.

. After marching about a mile, met General Btanley, with a brigade of
infantry and a battery of artillery, tore-enforce me. The general marched

- the whole command toward the enemy’s camp. On reaching its vieinity

the enemy drew up in lie of battle. Skirmishing ensued. Remained
there about half an hour, when the general withdrew, with the remark
that we were not ready yet to fight the whole of Hardee’s army corps.
That night we encamped 14 miles from the enemy’s camp, and laid on
our arma all night.

At daybreak on the morning of the 31st, I had my command drawn
up in line of battle in the rear of my camp; sent out two squadrons to
the front and to the right to reconnoiter, ad been in the line abont
half an bour, when I heard heavy firing—cannon and musketry—to my
left and a little to the front. Soon after I beheld our infantry scattered
all over the HBelds, ranning toward my line, when I learned that General
Johnson’s division was repulsed. Af about the same time my skirmish-
ers engaged the enemy, when they were driven in, reporting that the
éneémy were approaching in heavy force. Sure enough, I soon discov-
ered heavy lines of infantry coming toward my front and on the left,
where General Johuson’s division had been posted ; also to my right
the enemy’s cavalry were coming round in long columns, with the evi.
dent design to outflank us.

I concluded to rétire slowly toward the main body of our army, the
énemy pressing hard on me; kept him at bay with my skirmishers. I
retired in this wise for a miile, when I formed a line of battle with the
First and Third, when the enemy charged on them with their cavalry,
but were repulsed by iy men, About this tiwe the enemy began to
throw shells into my lines pretty lively. The first shell that landed
mortally wounded Major Moore, of the First Ohio. I now fell back,
formed a new line, received the enemy’s charge, repulsed tlhem, and
made many of the rebels bite the dust. Shells coming pretty thick
again, I retired farther, when I made another stand, supported by Wi).
lich’s regiment of infantry; received the enemy’s charge, and repulsed
him again. I then withdrew my whole command through a large strip
of wood to another open lot—shells of the enemy helping us along—
passing by a line of rebel infantry, warching parallel with my column,
not over 200 yards from us, so that we were nearly surrounderd, as the
enemy’s cavalry were working round our right all the time, and the
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infantry and artillery following us closely in our rear a.ud. to our left.
They had cavalry enough to spare to strike, or to take position, when
ever required. :

When we arrived on the open ground, General MceCook’s aide told me
the whole of General McCook’s amwurition train was close by, on a
dirt road running by that poinot, and that I must try to save it. 1 soon
formed my command in line, when the enemy made his appearance in
& position occupying two-thirds of a circle. They prepared to charge
upon us; likewise commenced throwing shells, at which the Second Kast
Tennessee broke and ran like sheep. The Fourth, after receiving sev-
eral ghells, which killed some of their men and horses, likewise retired
from their line, as it became untenable. The First had been ordered to
proceed farther on into another lot, to form and to receive a charge
from another line of the enewy’s cavalry. The Third moved to the left,
in the vicinity of a white house. About the time the First was formed,
the enemy charged upon the Fourth, which, being on the retreat, owing
to the shells coming pretty freety, moved off at a pretty lively gait. The
Third moved farther to the left, and, somewhat sheltered by the house
and barns, the First charged upon the enemy ; did not succeed in driv-
ing them back.

On returning from said charge the gallant Colonel Milliken*® and a
lientenant were killed, aud another lieatenant severely wounded.

At this juncture the Tirst and Fourth retired pretty fast, the enemy
in close pursuit after them, the Second East Tennessee having the lead
of them all. Matters looked pretty blue now ; the ammunition train
was supposed to be gone up, when the Third churged upon the enemy,
driving him back, capturing several prisoners, and recapturing a good
many of our men, and saved the train. I was with the three regiments
that skedaddled, and among the last to leave the field. TFried hard to
rally them, but the panic was s0 great that I could not do it. I could
not get the command together again until T arrived at the north side of
the creek ; then I found that only about one-third of the First and
Fourth Regiments were there, and nearly all of the Second Past Ten.
nessee. These I marched back across the creek, when, joined by the
Third, we had several skirmishes with the enemy’s cavalry all day long ;
received several charges, and repulsed them. ’

All the officers and men behaved well through all the fighting up to
the stampede, which was not very creditable. All of them that 1
brought back into action again behaved well during the rest of the day.
I must say the Third deserves great credit for this day’s fighting—for
the coolness and bravery of its officers and men, and for its determina-
tion to save the train, which they accomplished. I do not wish to take
any credit away from the other regiments, as they all fought nobly and
did first-rate, with the exception of the stampede.

Orn January 1, after being in line of battle since 3 a. m., I wag ordered
to take the Third Ohio and the Anderson Troop, proceed to Nashville,
and escort the armpy wagon train through to Nashville. I left abount 9
o'clock. A little below La Vergne was attacked by General Wheeler's
cavalry brigade; repulsed him twice; killed 9, wounded several, and
took 2 prisoners; saved all the train but two or three wagons, which broke
down in the excitement; saved several cannon belonging to » Wiscon-
sin battery going along with the train, which were abandoned by the
drivers, horses still hitehed to the cannon. Some of my men mounted
the horses and took the eannon into Nasghville, The enem y threw shells
8t g, but did not sncceed in hurting any of the men. The Anderson

* Boo also Whartan’s report, No. 305, p. 966.
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Troop, I am sorry to say, were of very little benefit to me, as the ma.
Jority of them ran as soon ag we were attacked. Arrived at Nashville
at 9 p. m.; found no forage for my horses.

Next day, Japnary 2, had to send out a foraging party. They re
turned at 6 p. m., when my horses were fed for the first time gince leav-
ing the front, the day previons at 3 a. m.

At 10o'clock on the 3d was ordered to leave at 3 o’clock, to escort a hos-
pital store train and an ammunition train through to the front. When 2
miles out, had to wait for Colonel McCook to come up with two and a
half regimente of infantry and some 150 of the Third Tennessee Cav-
alry. Two companies of the Fourth Ohio, under command of Lieutenant
White, were with me likewise. It was 11 o’clock before we got started.
All of this foree combined formed the escort of the train. We proceeded
about 8 miles, when we were attacked by Wheeler’s brigade. We re-
pulsed them, taking 12 prisoners, among them 2 lieutenants; killed 15,
and wounded many. They did bat little damage to the train, which was
done through the cowardice of the teamsters. I had ! man killed and
1 wounded. The enemy tried to attack us the second time, but retired
before our forces met. We brought the train through safely, and arrived
with it at 1 o’clock the next morning. During my three days’ absence
the First and Fourth were busily employed reconnoitering, doing picket
duty, and skirmishing with the enemy’s cavalry.

On the 4th, marched my command to the front, near Murfreesborough,
to reconnoiter, the enemy having withdrawn their forees.

On the 6th, marched to the front, some 43 miles beyond Murfreesbor-
ough, on the Bhelbyville road, on a reconnaissance, capturing quite a
number of rebel stragglers ; pushed a squadron of the Fourth some 3 miles
farther, to a point where tfley conld overlook the pike for 5 miles ahend,
when they discovered that the enemy had entirely disappeared. The
skirmishers of the Fourth had some skirmishing with some of the rebel
cavalry. By 7 oelock was back to camp again. You will observe that
my command had fought nearly every day from the time we left Nash-
ville up to this time, They worked very hard, and deserve a great deal
of credit for what they have done, as both officers and men fought bravely,

Herewith find list of casualties, which are not large, considering the
number of engagements we were in.

All respectfully submitted.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LEWIS ZAHM,
Colonel, Commanding Second Ohio Volunteer Cavalry.

Lieut. M. B, CHAMBERLIN,
Aotg, Asst. Adjt. Gen., 18t Cav. Div., Army of the Cumberland.

Beturs of camaliies in the Second Cavalry Brigade (Zahm's), December 26, 1862-Jansary 6,
1863 (Sioné's Biver).

Killed. | Wounded. | Missing.
g g g
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No. 178,

Report of Maj. James Laughlin, First Ohio Cavalry, of operations Jan
uary 1-b.

Oamp FIRsT OHIO VOLUNTEER CAVALRY,
Near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 6, 1863,

81r: I have the honor to submit the following report of the First
Ohio Volonteer Cavalry :

On the morning of January 1, I was ordered to take command of the
regiment, and was immediately ordered in the rear of Stewurt’s Creek
and on the right, on picket or outpost duty. In the evening I was
ordered back in front of Btewart’s Oreek and on the right, to stand on
picket for the night.

On the morning of the 2d, I was ordered to advance my regiment for-
ward on the right, which [ did, and found the epemy in my front, and
skirmished with them until dark. Iwas then ordered into camp for the
night.

The morning of the 3d, I was ordered to march my regiment to the
rear of Btewart’s Oreek, which I did. In the evening I was ordered to
join my command with the Fourth Ohio Volonteer Cavalry and make a
reconnaissance on our left, which was done, and we returned to camp the
same night. :

Remained in camp on the 4th until evening; was ordered to the front,
and left to guard the railroad bridge for the night. _

On the morning of the 5th went on scout beyond Murfreesborough,
on the Bhelbyville pike, and returned, no casualties having happened
during the time included.

‘Your most obedient,
JAMES LAUGHLIN,
Major, Commanding First Ohio Volunteer Cavalry.

Ool. L. Z
Commanding Second Oavalry Brigade.

No. 177.

Report of Qapt. Valentine Cupp, First Ohio Cavalry, including skirmishes
at Franklin, December 26, Wilkinson’s Cross-Roads, Dccember 29, and
Overalls Oreek, December 31.

BEEApqUARTERS FIEsT OHI0O VOLUNTEER CAVALRY,
January 6, 1863,

December 26, left Nashville for Franklin; arrived at Franklin at 3
p. m.; found the enmemy occupying the town; drove them from it and
proceeded to Wilson’s Creek pike, and encamped for the night.

December 27, left camp at 8 o’clock ; proceeded toward Triune ; strock
the enemy’s pickets within 5 miles of Triune; drove in their pickets,
captured 6, and returned to the camp occupied the previous night.

December 28, left camp at 8 o’clock for Triune, where we encamped.

December 29, left camp at 9 o'clock on a reconnaissance toward Mur-
freesborough. Struck the enemy’s scouts when within 1 mile of Stew-
art’s Oreek, whep active skirmishing commenced and continued nntil
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sundown, having driven the enemy's cavalry at least 34 miles, One
man missing while erossing Stewart’s Oreek. At sundown we retired
back aeross Stewart’s Creek and encamped.

December 30, skirmished with the enemy all day on the right of Gen-
eral Johnson’s &ivision, driving the enemy’s cavalry wherever they made
their appearance, and retired and encamped in the camp occupicd by
us the night before.

December 31, at 7 a. m., I was ordered by you to take two companies
and make a thorough reconnaissance up the creek in the woods on our
right. After throwing ont skirmishers into the woods, I received orders
from you to withdraw my command as soon as possible, for the enemy
were advancing in force on my left. I immediately withdrew at fuil
speed, and passed the enemy’s left (infantry) within 150 yards under
heavy fire, slightly wounding only 1 man and 2 horses. After passiog
their flank half a mile, I discovered your brigade formed in line of battle
in the corn-field on the opposite side of the creek. Being unable to
Jjoin my regiment at this point, I proceeded down the creck half a mile
and crossed, joining the brigade on the right (my regiment was on the
left), retiring slowly in column of fours. After retiring half a mile, we
were again formed in line of battle, and remained until we were under
 heavy fire from the eremy’s artillery, when we were compelled to
retire, Here the brave and heroic Maj. D. A. B. Moore fell, mortally
wounded. We then retired across a corn-field, the enemy in full and
fast pursuit, with at least three times our number, when we again
formed, receiving three heavy charges from the enemy’s cavalry, bat
repulsed them every time with a fire from our carbines. Their artillery
was still open on us. We then retired through the woods toward the
Nashville pike, when we formed in a coru-field. The enemy {cavalry
and infantry) immediately appearing, our noble commander, (lol. Minor
Milliken, ordered our regiment, five companies, to charge them., Being
unable to hold his position after the charge, he ordered the regiment to
retire, when he recejved the fatal shot that killed him instantly. About
this time Second Lieutenant Condit was killed, and our adjutant, First
Lieut. William Scott, fell seriously wounded. The companies then re-
tired to the pike and crossed Stewart’s Creek on the pike. I found
myself in command, and repulsed the enemy, who had pursued to the
creek and taken possession of our wagon train, killing 2 and wonnding
4. At this time the brigade came across the ereek and organized.

January 1, at 9 a. m., Major Laughlin reported for daty and took com-
mand of the regiment.

RECAPITULATION OF CASUALTIES.

Commissioned officers killed ... oot Lo i e 3
Privates killed ... i i e T 2
Commissioned officers wonnded. . ..o .ooeiee i e
Privates wonnded ... ... ... ool e e 2T 10
Commissioned officers missing (surgeon) _..................o.o.._.......... ... 1
Privates missing ...... ... T i T e

B U 3

Respectfully snbmitted.
VALENTINE CUPP,
Captain, Commanding First Ohio Volunteer Cavalry.
Col. L. ZamM,
Comdg. Second Qav. Brig., First Div., 14th Army Corps.
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No. 178.

Report of Lieut. Qol. Douglas A. Murray, Third Ohio 1g
skirmishes at Franklin, December 26-27, and Overn.
ber 31,

HEADQUARTERS THIED QHIC
In Qamp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., .

COLONEL: In compliance with instructions receivel.
quarters, I have the honor to report, for your informatn
by the Third Ohio Cavalry in the several engagementei-
ment was engaged since leaving Nashville, Tenn., on
on which day we proceeded to Franklin, driving then
and taking possession of the town; took some 10 prisg g
in town some time, we recrossed the river, and mse
country to Wilson Creek pike, about 14 miles frod
encamped, arriving in camp at about 10 p. m.

On the 27th, the Third Battalion of the regiment mox.
lin, and found that the enemy had in strong force ag.
sion of the town; the battalion drove in their pickets B,
killing 3 of them. Seeing that the enemy were in su.
wander deemed it prudent to retire, and rejoined thé
picketed the roads, &e., in the vicinity of its camp.

On the 28th ultimo, proceeded to Triune and encamy
next morning aeross the country toward Mnrfreesbo
about b miles in that direction, when attacked by the
in force, which we drove, skirmishing, they frequently,
which we each time broke, and still drove them abou

The 30th ultimo, ordered to proceed to Stoue’s Rive
a short distance when attacked by the enemy’s picketss
in force in our front with artillery. We therefore retire
high ground in our rear to receive them, their pick:.
vancing, which we repulsed. In the evening our brigaq
by one battery of artillery and three regiments of i.
ceeded in reconnaissance to the left of the enemy’
found General Hardee’s corps d'armée ready, in line ofs
us. We retired, and encamped in the woods, about i
the enemy’s lines.

On the morning of the 31st we formed; shortly aft.
peared in large force, both on our left, eenter, and rig
deavoring to cut us off. The brigade of infantry to 0,
retreating in confusion through our lines, letting the w
enemy’s artillery, cavalry, and infantry fall upon us,i
us gradually to retire toward the main body of onr.
ment covering the entire rear of the brigade, support
regiment on our right, drove back, with heavy loss,f
cavalry which charged upon us, under cover of a piece ;
well-directed shells, which passed over us. The ene
foree, we had to retire about three-fourths of a mile,.
camp of General McCook rode up, informing us that t
wag General McCook’s entire ammunition train, which;
all hazards; on intiination of which the regiment -
formed for its protection, holding the enemy in check,
train, with the exception of a few disabled wagons t,

41 B R—VOL XX, PT I



643 KY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA., AND 8W. VA, [Casr. XXXIL

moved, was safely withdrawn. The regiment then moved between the
enemy and train as far as the Murfreesborough pike, where we found
the enemy making a fierce attack upon General Thomas' train, when we
again repulsed them at several points, taking many prisoners and saving
that entire portion of the train. The attack of the enemy was furious
and desperate, which required the greatest firmness and bravery to re-
gist. Colonel Kennett was an eye-witness to the determined bravery of
a portion of the regiment rescuing the train from the enemy, which were
in force at the hospital ou the Murfreesborongh pike. The regiment
then formed in the field near the hospital, where the brigade soon as-
sembled and reformed, and advanced toward the enemy’s left. Soon
came up to the enemy’s cavalry, supported by a.rtillery; when several
other skirmishes ensued during the evening, the enemy’s entire object
geeming to be to take the train.

On the 1st instant, received orders to proceed to Nashville in charge
of train, consisting of some 204 or 300 wagons. When about 2 miles on
the Nashville side of La Vergne, we were attacked by General Wheeler’s
brigade of cavalry, which made severa! dashes on the train, and were
repulsed. They then attacked our rearin force, Aftera well-contested
fight, our regiment put them to flight in disorder, killing 9 of them and
wonnding several, and arrived in Nashville at ¢ p. m. and eneamped,

The 2d instant, remained in Nashville and procured forage for onr
horses, furnishing working party and escort to forage train.

The 3d instant, left Nashville for Murfreesborough in charge of hos-
pital and ammunition trains, Attacked again in force by Wheeler's
brigade of cavalry on the Nashville side of La Vergne, which was re-
pulsed with 4 loss of 156 on their side and some 8 or 9 prisoners taken;
among the latter the adjutant of the Third Alabama Cavalry. Two of
our non-commissioned officers, I regret to inform you, were severely and
dangerously wounded, whom we had to leave in a house on the road-
gide.

Arrived at camp, near Murfreesborough, at 1 a. m., 4th inatant, with
the train all safe, with the exception of one wagon of the regiment that
was eut off by the enemy, and is now supposed to have returned to
Nashville.

On the evening of the 4th, proceeded with brigade toward Murfrees-
borough as far as Stone’s River, and returned to eamp.

Un the bth instaut, proceeded again with brigade to Murfreesborough,
and beyond it about 43 miles, where we halted, taking several prisoners,
and returning to camp about 7 p. m.

I have much pleasure in informing you that the conduct and behavior
of both officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates of the regiment
have been highly creditable, with not a single instance to the contrary
in the regiment.

Inclosed please find list of casualties that have ocearred since Decem-
ber 26, 1862, {o Jannary 5, 1863.*

I ila.ve the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. A. MURRAY,
Lieutenant-Colonel Third Ohio Cavalry, Comdy. Regiment.

Ool. L. ZanM,

* Embodied in revised statement, p. 214.
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Ro. 179,

Eeport of Maj. James W. Paramore, Third Ohio Cavalry, including skir-
mishes at Overalls Oreek, December 31, and at La Vergne, January 1.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD OH1O CAVALRY,
January 8, 1863.

SIR : There are afew incidents in the recent series of battles in which
we were engaged which, not having fallen immediately under your ob-
servation or of the regimental commander, have escaped notice; and
being under my immediate command, in justice to the brave officers and
men engaged, I deem it my duty to make this special report.

In the severe fighting of Wednesday, the 31st ultimo, which fell so
heavily npon your brigade, you will recollect, when we had been forced
back as far as General McCool’s ammunition traiv, and were drawn up
in front of it for its protection, the furious charge of the enemy’s cavalry,
preceded by a shower of shells, cansed a pretty general stampede of our
cavalry, led off by the Second Tennesses on our right, and followed by
the Fourth and First Ohio, and the First Battalion of the Third Ohio
Cavalry. At that juncture an aide of General MeCook came up to me,
and informed me that “that was their entire ammunition train, and must
be held at all hazards” 1 gave orders accordingly to the left wing of
the Third Ohio Cavalry, under my command, and I am happy to report
that they held their position and did not break their lines nor join in
that stampede, but received the galling fire of tho enemy with the firm-
ness of heroes, and maintained their ground till all the wagons, except
a few that were disabled or deserted by the teamsters, had safely reached
the lines of our infantry.

The enemy, seeing our determination and bold resistance, turned and
left us, and pursned the broken coluns of our eavalry that had Hed.
We then wheeled, and charged upon their rear with terrible effect (scat-
tering their columns in worse confusion, if pogsible, than they had jast
routed the baiance of our brigade), killing a number of men and horses
and taking some 10 or 12 prisoners, and releasing a large number of our
brigade that they had captured. We pursued them over to the Mur-
freesborongh pike, Captain MeClelland, commanding Squadrons E and
F, taking the right of the pike, and the balance of the command, with
myself, taking the left.

‘When within a short distance of the hospital we again encountered
a large force of the enemy coming back to take possession of the train,
‘We at once engaged them, although at least double our numbers, and
after a severe struggle put them o flight, with a loss of several Iiiled,
wounded, and prisoners. The bravery and daring of Captains Wood and
Colver, and their respective commands on this accasion, challenged my
admiration. Ialso learned that Captain McClelland, with his squadron,
engaged the enemy farther up the pike, beyond the hospital, with Colo-
nel Kennett and a portion of the Third Kentncky Cavalry, and, after a
fierce contest, repulsed them. We then quietly formed in line and
awaited the reassembling of the brigade. Then be it spoken to their
praise, that the Second and Third Battalions of the Third Ohio Cavalry
did not run uor brealk their lines during that day’s severe fighting,

This result is greatly attributable to the coolness and bravery of Cap-
tains McCletland, Wood, and Colver, and their lieutenants. It was also
this portion of the regiment that repulsed the attack of the eiemy on
the rear of our train the next day near La Vergne as we were proceed-
ing to Nashville, and broughtsafely into Nashville two pieces of cannon,
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three caissons full of ammunition, and a wagon loaded with new car.
bines and ammunition, which had been abandoned by their cowardly
teamsters.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

J .W. PARAMORE,
Major, Commanding Left Wing, Third Ohis Cavalry.
Col. L. Zanw,
Commanding Second Cavalry Brigade.

No. 180.

Kepor: of Maj. John L. Pugh, Fourth Ohio Cavalry, including skirmishes
at Franklin, Decomber 26, Wilkinson’s Oross- Roads, December -9, and
Overall's Creek, December 31.

In Camp, January 6, 1863.

O0LONEL : We left camp, near Nashville, December 26, with the See-
ond Brigade of Cavalry, and marched to Franklin, and assisted in driv-
ing out a force of rebel cavalry. Next day remained in camp, and on
the 28th ultimo marched for Triune.

On the 29th, was ordered by you to march on the dirt road leading to
Murfreesborough, and to throw oat a line of skirmishers to the front
and flank, connecting with skirmishers of the Third Obio, on onr left.
We had proceeded bat 5 or 6 miles until we came onto the enemy’s ad-
vanced picket, driving them in, and occasionally had slight skirmishes
with squads of the enemy’s cavalry, who were evidently sent out for the
purpose of ascertaining oar number. When within 3 or 4 miles of Mur-
freesborough came on a battery of two pieces of artillery and a support
of infantry or dismounted men, posted in a wood, which opened a fire
of grape on onr advance. In reconnoitering their position we found a
body of cavalry was passing on our flank, and soon discovered they were
on our rear and flank. T faced the column about and ordered Captain
Johnson to attack a body of cavalry, posted in the road, which he did
driving them into the woods. Then we attacked their whole foree posted
at the edge of the wood, when a sharp skirmish ensued, resulting in a loss
on our part of 2 killed, 7 wournded (one mortally and bas sinee died), and
9 prisoners. We captured 7 prisoners from the enemy. The loss was
principally sustained by Companies K and M, Lieutenants White and
Mfggrue commanding, who behaved themselves admirably, as did all the
officers.

On the day following we were, together with the First and Third Ohio,
engaged during the day reconnoitering and skirmishing with the enemy.

On the 318t were, by your orders, formed in the field on Creek.
Had been in our position but a short time when the enemy were dis-
covered advancing, with infantry, cavalry, and artillery, in line of bat-
tle, capturing two batteries of our artillery and engaging our infantry,
who were soon driven back. Our position now became untenable, and we
fell back to andther position, and had but just got my line formed when
we discovered the enemy’s cavalry were outflanking us, We then took
& position in the woods adjoining, and charged the enemy’s cavalry with
Company A, Lientenant Hamilton; Company B, Captain Teetor; Com.
pany C, Captain Mathews, and Company E, Captain Gotwald, who sue-
ceeded in checking their advance and driving them back a short distance.
They were re-enforced, and in turn drove our men from the field.

At this point-an aide from General MeCook rode up and asked me to
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form my command g0 as to protect the train, which I did ; but soon was
driven away from it by shells from the enemy’s guns and by his cavalry.
The panic now became 8o general that our regiment in leaving the field
got scattered, but the majority of it were in skirmishes of the afternoon.

On the days of January 1, 2, and 3, was in line of battle all day.

On the 31st, while in line near the train, and ob leaving the field, we
lost in killed, wounded, missing, and prisoners some 35 or 36 men; also
3 horses killed and 5 wounded. The enemy had also captured some 20
more, who were afterward released by our own men, having been pre.
viously disarmed and dismounted. .

On the 5th, crossed Stone’s River and proceeded to a distance of 3 or
4 miles souih of Murfreesborough. Lost 2 men prisoners, being cap-
tured by rebel pickets. . .

Annexed please find a list of killed, wounded, missing, and prisoners.*
Killed, 7; wounded, 18 ; missing, 16; prisoners, 15; total, 56.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. L. PUGH,
: Major, Commanding Fourth Ohio Volunicer Cavalry,
Col. L. ZAamMm,
Commanding Second Brigade.

No. 181,

Report of Capt. Henry B. Tegtor, Fourth Ohio Oavalry, of operations
December 31.

In CamP NEAR MUEFREESBOROUGH, TENN.,
January 12, 1863,

81k : In the action of Wednesday, December 31, 1862, I take pleasure
in calling your especial attention to a brilliant httle achievement ac-
complished by a portion of your command while temporarily and un-
avoidably detached from your immediate supervision.

While there was apparently a general consternation among other cav-
alry regiments, you ordered the right of your command to rest at a point
commanding a road ; and while superintending the alignment, which
was very difficult at that time, owing to said confusion, a portion of
Tennessee cavalry came pursued hotly up the road npon which your
right was resting. A regiment of Texas Rangers were in full pursuit,
and were endeavoring also to take two pieces of artillery, one ambu-
lance, and six wagons, which were following the fleeing Teunesses cav-
alry. It was an emergency, and demanded coolness, bravery, and ex-
pedition to save the property, as well as change the wavering fortunes
of that day. In fact, it was so immensely critical as, for the time being,
at least, to waive the precedence of rank or military etiquette of waiting
for orders, and seize upon the golden chance of saving the honor of the
regiment and, measurably, the fortunes of the-day.

Capt. Peter Mathews, being in command of the First Squadron, cou-
sisting of Companies A, B, and C, seeing the exigency, and, at the same
time, being aware of your attention being preoccupied with the speedy
alignment of the left of the regiment, took the authority, ostensibly
warrantéd by the emergency, and ordered his squadron to charge down
the road and drive back the enemy, and save the property imperiled.
I had the honor to be in the charge, and can testify with pride that 1
saw the enemy severely repulsed, driven back, the two pieces of cannon
saved, and the ambulance and the six Goverzment wagons,

* Nominal list omitted.




