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LEFT WING,
Maj. Gen. THOMAS L. CRITTENDEN.

FIRST (LATE BIXTH) DIVIBIOX.

21.; Brig. Gen. THOMAS J. WoOD,
2.} Brig. Gen. MiLo 8. HABCALL.

Becond (lats Twenty-first) Brigade,
Col. GRORGE D. WAGNER.

: 15th Indiana, Lieut. Col. Gustavas A
100th Illinois, Col. Frederick A. Bartleson. Wood.
Indians : 40th Indiana:
Col. George P. Buell. Col. John W. Blake.
Lieut. Col. James T. Embrve. Lieut. Col. Elias I_Geﬁ'.

First (late Fiftoonth) Brigade.

fl,) Brig. Gen. MiLo 8. HABCALL.
2.) Col. QzorGE P. BumLL,

3d Kentnoky: Maj. Henry Loaming.
Col. Samuel McKee, 57th Indi:Jna: i
Maj, Daniel R, Collier. Col. Cyrus C. Hines.

26th Ohio, Capt. William H. Squires. Lient. Col. George W. Lennsard,
Capt. John 5. McGraw.

97th Ohio, Col. John Q. Lane.

Third (late Twendisth) Brigade.
Col. CHARLES (. HARKRR.

$lst Indiana, Col. Abet D. Streight.
73d Indisna, Col. Gilbert Hathaway.
13th Michigan, Col. Michasl Shoemaker.
64th Qhio, Lieut, Col. Alexander MoIlvain,
65th Ohio:

Lieut. Col. Alexander Cnasil.

Maj. Horatio N. Whitheck.

Artillory*
Maj, SBEYMOUR BicE.

8th Indiana Battery, Lieut Goorge Estep.
10th Indisna Battery, Capt. Jerome B. Cox.
6th Ohio Battery, Capt. Crilen Bradley.

BEOOND (LATE FoURTH) DIVISION.
Brig. Gen. JoEN M, PALMER.

Bacond (late Ninctoonth) Brigade,
Col. WiLLiaM B. Hazxw.
3lst Indiana, Col. John Qsborn. 110th Ilinois, Col. Thomaa 8. Casey.
let Kentucky, Col. David A. Enyart. i 9th Indiana, Col. Willisps H, Blake,
24 XKeantucky, Col. Thomas D. Sedge- | 6th Kentueky, Col. Walter C. Whits-
i 1
i

ker.
4185 Ohio, Lieut. Col, Aquila Wilsy.

First (late Tweniy-sccond) Brigade.

Brig. Gen, CHARLES CRUFT.

wick,
90th Ohio, Col. Isaac N. Ross.
* The ﬂ:lfhﬂl Battery was attached to the First Brigade, the Tenth Batiery to Beo-
ond Brigade, and the Sixth Battery to the Third Brigads,

e mp
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Third (late Tenth) Brigade.
Col. WILLIAM GROSE.

84th Nlinois, Col. Louis H. Waters.
36th Indians:

Maj. Isaac Kinley.

Capt. Pyrrhus Woodward.
234 Kentucky, Maj. Thounas H. Hamrick.

6th Ohio, Col. Nicholas L. Anderson.

24th Ohio:

Col. Frederick C. Jones,

Maj. Heury Terry.

Capt. Enoch Weller.

Capt. A. T. M. Cockerill.

Artillery,
Capt. WiLr1am E. BTANDART.

1st Ohio, Battery B, Capt. William E. 8tandart.
1et Ohio, Battery F+
Capt. Daniel T, Cockerill.
Lieant, Norval Osburn.
4th United States, Batteries H and M, Lieut. Charles C. Parsons.

THiRrD (LaTE FIFTH) DIVISION.

(1.) Brig. Gen. Horatio P. YaN CLEVE.
(2.) Col. SaAMUEL BEATTY.

First (late Elevenih) Brigade. Seoond (late Fourtsenih) Brigads.
1) Col. BaAMURL BEATTY. Col. Janzs P, FYFeR.
2.) Col. BENJAMIN . (GRIDER.
44th Indiana:

79th Indiana, Col. Frederick Knefler. Col. William C. Williams.

gth Kentucky: Lieut. Col, 8imeon C. Aldrich,
Col. Benjamin C, Grider. 86th Indiana, Lieat. Col, George F. Dick.
Lieut. Col, George H. Cram. 13th Ohio :

11th Eentucky, Maj. Erasmus L. Mottley. Col. Joseph G. Hawkins,

19th Qhio, Maj. Charles F. Manderson. Maj. Dwight Jarvis, jr.

59th Ohio, Lieut, Col. Willinm Howard.

Third (late Twenty-tkird) Brigade,
Col. S8aMUEL W. PRICE.

85th Indiana, Col, Bernard F. Mullen.
8th Kentooky:
Lieut. Col. Reuben May.
Masj. Green B. Broaddua.
21et Kentucky, Lieut. Col. James C. Evans,
61st Ohio, Lieat. Col. Richard W, MeClain.
99th Ohio:
Col. Peter T. Swaine.
Lieut. Col, John E. Cummins.

Ariillery.
Capt. GEorGE R, BWALLOW.

7th Indiana Battery, Cagt. George R. Bwallow,
Pennsylvania, Battery B (26th), Lieut. Alanson J. Stevens.
3& Wisconsin Battery, Lieut. Cortland Livingston.
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No. 8.

Report of Capt. Jesse Merrill, Caief Bignal Officer.

Hpgns. SigNAL Corps, FOURTEENTH ABMY CORPS,
ﬂurﬁmbwough, January 7, 1563.

Maror: We left Nashville on Friday, December 26, in company with
the advancing army, and kept well up to the frout until Mouday, when
the troops were pushed vigorously forward, about 11 milcs from where
we then were, to the place which was afterward the battle-field, the
west side of one fork of Stone’s River. We kept commuuication with
two columns of the advancing troops, but, as they afterward merged into
one, one of the lines was abandoned. ‘Fhe one kept np was with Gen-
eral Crittenden, commanding left wing; the one abandconed, with Neg-
ley’s division of center, which caine in on Crittenden’s right, on the same
road on which we were.

The right wing of the army, under McCook, consisting of three divis-
ions, marched on a road about 6 miles to our right. e used all our
energies in trying to get commuonication with him, but failed, the inter-
vening country being almost level, and a dense wood.

On Monday night I accompanied Generals Rosecrans and Thomas to
the front. Communivation was kept from the front to the rear during
the night. A copy of the messages sent will be forwarded as soon as
the reports are received. On Tuesday we communicated between Gen-
erals Rosecrans and Thomas. MecCook was then about 10 miles to the
right in the woods. :

Crittenden’s headquarters were beside those of Rosecrans. The
skirmishing during the afternoon was very severe. Af daylight en Wed-
nesday morning loud reports of artillery and musketry in rapid succes-
sion were heard on the right, and at almost the same time an attack was
made on the front center. Between 8 and 9 o’clock MeCook’s line of
battle was broken, and his division weparated, and, straggling, rushed
through the woods to the Murfreesboroagh pike, 2 miles from their
original position. Another line was formed parallel with the pike, and
here the cnemy were successiully resisted, both on the right and in front.
They were pressing us heavily, though, and when the sun went down,
ala:nd eﬁhe din of battle and the roar of artillery ceased, all seemed re-
ieved. :

Signals could not be used to any advantage on that field ; woods and
clumps of trees were all around us. Even if this had not been so, it
would have been impossible to use them, for General Rosecrans was
constantly riding over the field, and other generals seemed equally act-
ive. At no one time, and 1 rode with him daring most of the day, do
I remember of his having been one-half hour at the same place. 8
result of this day’s fight was, our right wing driven 2 miles, with a loss
of thirty pieces of artillery, and & large number of wounded and prison-
ers, and thonsands of straggiers, who were rushing to the rear, and
could bardly be driven back to their places in the ranks. On Thurs-
day both armies lay quiet, seemingly worn out by the contest of the
previous day. To us it was a day of terrible suspense. On Friday
afternoon all our available force was massed on the left, to attack the
enemy’s right. Happily for us, they attacked us just when we were
about to move on them, and they were driven back with great loss and
in much disorder. On Baturday evening we again attacked them, and
drove them from a strong position. On Suunday morning they had with-
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drawn their forces across the river, and they hegan to evacuate this
place. The officers of the corpa rendered all the assistance they could ;
the movements of the enpemy were watched closely, though but liftle
conld be seen of them. Some of them were efficient as aides-de-camp to
the generals to whom they were assigned. . .

I will claim your indulgeuce for this report, as it has been written
under very unfavorable circumstances, and in great haste.

I am, major, very respoctfully, your obedient servant,
JESSE MERRILL,
Captain in Charge of Signal Qorps, Fourteenth Army Corpe.

Maj. ALBERT J. MYER,
Chief Signal Officer, U. 8. Army.

No. 9.
Report of Col, James Barneit, Fir;:r;;)hio Light Artillery, Chief of Artil-

BEADQUARTERE DEPARTMENT OF THE OUMBERLAND,
Murfreesborough, Pemn., February 8, 1863,

Sim: I have the honor to submit, for the information of the general
commanding, a summary from the reports of the batteries of this depart-
ment, of their position, &o., at the late battle of Stone's River. .

Right wing, Second Division, composed of the following batteries:
Battery A, First Ohio Artillery, Lieutenant Belding commsanding,
attached to General Willich’s brigade; Battery E, First Ohio Artillery,
Captain Edgarton, attached to Colonel Kirk’s brigade; Fifth Indiana,
Captain Simonson, attached to Colonel Buckley’s brigade, having the
following guns: Nine James rifles, three 6-pounder smooth-bore, two
12-ponnder howitzers, two 10-pounder Parrotts, and two 12-pounder light
field guns.

Ongthe evening of December 30, Battery A was placed in position in
the rear of the brigade, on the extreme right of the right wing, with
one seotion, the other two sections fronting the rear, horses unhitched,
but not unharnessed. )

At daybreak the horses were sent to water, with the precaution to
retarn at the least alarm; firing commenced ; teams returned quickly
and hitched. The brigade falling back very fast, the battery retired to
a slight eminence in the rear, bul the enemy having got so far to the
right that the gnns were under a cross-fire. Near this point three guna
were taken by the enemy. Two other pieces were taken rapidly to the
rear, one gun, having horses remaining, was served with effect as oppor-
tunity was offered, firing about four rounds at each unlimbering. Upon
reaching the Murfreesborough pike, this gun was put in position with
Captain Sinzonson’s battery, where about ten rounds were fired. Upon
being ordered to return, one wheel-driver and two horses being killed
while limbering up, the piece was temporarily abandoned, but was
Lrought off by the Louisville Legion with prolonge attached. This bat-
tery the next day was held in position, with two guns, near the Mur-
freesborongh pike, in reserve, where it remained until ordered forward
across the river.

Company E, First Ohio Artillery, Captain Edgarton, was posted, on
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the night of December 30, on the cxtreme right and in front of Battery
A, in position to guard a country road, horses harnessed all night,

At daylight of the 31st, horses were sent to water; at the firing of
the pickets, horses were hitched in, or at least one-half, and others im-
mediately returned. Two shells were thrown in the direction of the
enemy, still invisible, and, as they appeared, six rounds of canister were
thrown with great effect.” The vigorous attack of the enemy in front
and flank, and the loss of many horses, rendered it necessary to abandon
the battery, after, however, a determined resistance, 2 cannoneers being
bayoneted at the guns. Captain Edgarton and Lientenant Berwick were
captured. .

The Fifth Indiana Battery, Captain Simonson, was first pat in posi-
tion on the morning of the 3186 about one-half mile to the right of the
Six-Mile pike, upon whick the right wing advanced npon an open field,
with the battery fronting to the west. Here the right section was tem-
porarily detailed, by order of Colonel Baldwin, and ordered to the left
and front about 400 yards. From this position the baitery fell back
with the division, and was ordered, by Brigadier-General Johnsomn, to
take another position en the crest, about 200 yards to the right of the
Murfreesborough pike and near to the right of Major-General Rous-
seaw’s division, which position it retained until ordered to retire.

The next ground taken was in the open space to the leif, and about
25 yards from the railroad, where it remained until about sanset, when
(General Johnson ordered the battery to the left of his division, about
185 yards to the right of the Murfreesborough pike, opposite the head-
quarters of Major-General Rousseaun, where it remained nntil ordered to
cross Btone’s River, Janunary 5. The battery lost two guns.

The artillery of the First Division is composed of the following bat-
teries, and had the following guns: Fifth Wisconsin, Captain Pinneg,
attached to Colonel Post’s brigade; Second Minnesota, Captain Hotch-
kigs, attached to Colonel Carlin's [)riga.de; Bighth Wisconsin, Captain
Carpenter, attached to Colonel Woodrnff’s brigade. Four 10-pounder
Parrotts, eight 6-pounder smooth-bore, four 12-poander howitzers. Cap-
tain Pinney’s battery, which, with his brigade, waa on the extreme right
of the army, on the 30th, after driving the enemy, to enable the skirmish-
ers to advance to the open flelds in front, took position, with horses in
harness, for the night. After dark, two brigades of the Second Division
took position on the right. _

On the morning of the 31st, upon the falling back of these two brigades,
the battery changed frout to the right, to meet the enemy rapidly ap-
proaching by the right and rear, supperted by the Fifty-ninth Illinois
and posted in a corn-field, where they opened fire with canister, check-
ing temporarily the advance of the enemy. However, being nnopposed
on the right, the position became untenable, and the battery was with-
drawn, leaving Captain Pinney dangerously wounded, with the loss of
some 18 horses and one gun, The balance of the battery was dragged fo
the rear by the assistance of the Fifty-ninth Illinois. Near the Nashville
pike it was charged upon by cavalry, whe were driven off by the Fourth
Cavalry Regiment, and took position behind Overall’s Creek, on a hill to
the right of the pike, where they remained all night.

The next morning their position was on the left of the pike, where
breastworks were thrown up in a positicn to enfilade the enemy;s lines.
At t]anhs poiut a rebel battery, opening, was soon silenced by a few Par-
rott shots.

In the afternoon of the next day the battery, with its brigade, was
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ordered to eross the Stone’s River, where it was put into powition, throw
ing up breastworks, anil where it remained until 2 o’clock on the morn.
ing of January 4, when it recrossed the river, taking its former position
on the right, where it remained until January 6, 1863.

The Second Minnesota Battery, Captain Hotchkiss, moved on the 30th
with its brigade to the right of the Wilkinson pike until the withdrawal
of skirmishers, when the battery opened with canister and spherical case
with effect. When the first line of the brigade had arrived at the point
about 180 yards from the house ot Mrs, William Smith, two batteries,
2pe about 100 yards west of the house and apother on the east of the
aouse, 250 yards distant, opened fire on the Twenty-first Illinsis and
Fifteenth Wisconsin Volunteers. These batteries were soon silenced, but
another to the right, about 500 yards, enfilading the brigade, was driven
off by a well directed fire from this battery.

Before daylight on the morning of the 31st, the battery was retired
200 yards, soon after which the brigade was vigorously attacked and
obliged to fall back across the open fields, and entered a wood about 200
yards east of Griscom’s house, when several rounds were fired with de-
structive effect.

The command was again retired about 1 mile, and went into position
in the edge of a cedar grove, from whenee it again retired to the railroad.
The next position was near the Nashville pike, 4 miles from Murfrees-
borough.

On January 2, under order of Major-General Rosecrans, the brigade
and battery were senf to the left, crossing Stone’s River at the ford,
relieving Colonel Hazen, where they remained until January 4.

The Eighth Wisconsin Battery, Captain Carpenter, at about 11 o’clock,
Lecember 30, was posted on the edge of a cotton-field, in front of a wood
running parallel with the pike, facing southeast, placed in the interval
between General Sill's right and the left of its (Colonel Woodruffs) bri-
gade.

At abount 3 o’clock the command was moved forward, with heavy skir-
mishing. The right of the brigade, being well advanced, was haited,
and remained unntil support shonld come np. The battery was placed
at the angle of the fence, to protect the right and front, when it received
a heavy fire, occasionally replying with ahell, until toward night, when
the enemy opened a heavy artillery fire on the rigiiv of Carlin’s brigade,
which was gilenced in handsome style in five minutes, Colounel Carlin’s
brigade being attacked at about the same time, this battery again opened
with such effect as to effectnally check the attack.

The enemy on the morning of the 31st made their attack in five lines,
the battery opening a full fire of canister with terrific effect. After a
determined resistance, being ordered back, several ineffectual attempts
were made to get into position, but, owing to the general stampede, no
stand could be made until they reached the Murfreesborough pike, where
they remained until Friday; being then ordered to the left, crossed the
f‘org, and went into position on the extreme left, about 2 miles from the

ord.

On Saturday, January 3, the battery changed position again to the
right, where it remained antil ordered to Murfreesborough.

The batteries of the Third Divigion are as follows: Battery G, First
Missourt, Captain Hescock, attached to Colonel Schaefer’s {Second) bri-
gade; Battery O, First Hlinois, Captain Houghtaling, attached to Colo-
nel Boberte’ (Third) brigade ; Fourth Indiana Battery, Captain Bush,
attached to General Sill’s (F'ret) brigade, with the following guns : Two
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10-pounder Parrotts, four 12-pounder light field guns, two James rifles,
six 6-pounder smooth-bore, and four 12-pounder howitzers. .

Battery (, First Misgouri, Captain Hescock, moved on the morning
of the 30th, at 7 a. m., with its brigade, on the right ami,l rear of the
division, to the right of the Wilkinson pike, having B?sh s battery on
the left. Toward evening, Bush moving to the front, Captain Hescock
took his place. The three batteries of the division concentrated their
fire npon the enemy’s batteries, silencing their fire.

In the morning this battery and Captain Hou;:hfaling’s opened & hea.vg;
fire upon the enemy, who were engaging Generals Sill's and ’Dans
commands, until the enemy, who were pursuing General Johnson’s com.-
mand, gained their rear, when they moved to the front, to the position
first held by the enemy, and then took position on the north side of the
road, sending one section to re-enforce Captain Bush, engaging the
enemy hotly antil their ammunition was expended, when they retired
through the cedars with the division. After gaining the open field, their
guns were brought into action and fired until all the ammunition was

) I} .

About 3 o'cloek, Jaalmary 1, :hfeuyrt tl;)ok & pozi&:ion south of the Mur-
freesborongh pike, and were no er engaged.

Battery %, %n‘:t’s Illinois, Captain Houghtaling, ou the 30th moved on
the left of Captain Bush, and next to the Wilkinson pike, south side;
opened fire, in concert with other batteries of the division, at the enemy
in front. .

On: the 31st, at the falling back of General Johneon, this battery took
position on the right of the pike, just in the edge of the timber, sup-
ported by Oolonel Roberts’ brigade, where he remained uniil all of bis
horses were killed and ammunition expended, when he was foreed to
abandon his guxns, falling back and assisting at the guns of the other
batteries of the division.

The Fourth Indiana Battery, Captain Bush, on the afternoon of the
30th, being on the right of Captain Houghtaling, moved his battery to
the front and opened fire on the enemy at short range, with the other
batteries, driving back the enemy. During the night the captain moved

more commanding position.
mSn the 31st, the bat%lg opened with this division by an attempt to cap-
ture this battery, which was gallantly defended by General Sill, when
this brave officer foll between the guns. The battery fell back with the
other batteries of the division, and took position on the north of the
pike, sending one section, with Lieutenant Flansburg, to re- enforce Cap-
tain Houghtaling ; one Parrott section, with Lieutenant Taliaferro, was,
at this time, senf to Captain Houghtaling, assisted by Oaptain Hescock,
when, after a very warm resistance, and ammunition failing, the battery
was compelled to retire, with the loss of two of its guns left in the
cedars. The next position taken was on the south of the Murfreesbor-
rike, with the division. .

o ];n%cr.e—,The artillery of the First Division consists of the following
batteries: Captain Stone, First Kentucky Battery; Lieatenant Van Pelt,
First Michigan Battery; Company H, Fifth U. 8. Artillery, Lieuten-
ant Guenther, with the 1 flowing guns: Ten 10-pounder Parrotts, two
James riftes, two 6-pounder smooth-bore, and four 12-pounder light
field guns. . L

eo:;%%m Stone’s First Kentucky Battery wae not ordered into position
until January 1, when it was posted on the right of the Murfreesbor-
ough pike, directly in front of the log-house, one section being stationed
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in the woods, about 100 yards distant. The battery afterward moved
to the front edge of the woods, in rear of the center of the brigade to
which it was attached. At night it relieved Lieutenant Parsons’ bat-
tery, which was stationed outside and in front of the woods, command-
ing the corn-ficlds and woods to the right and front, in which poesition
it remained until Janvary 3. At 4 p. m. relieved Captain Cox’s half
battery, which was about 50 yards to the left, posting a half battery in
its place at night; shelled the fields and woods from both points; was
not further engaged.

The Iirst Michigan Battery, Lieutenant Van Pelt, took position on the
morning of the 31at on the left of the pike, 3 miles from Murfreesborough,
where they remained during the day, serving their guns with effect;
ware relieved on the 1st of January, and took position about half a mile
in rear of front line of battle.

On January 2 moved a few hundred yards to the front, and took posi.
tion on the right of the pike, remaining at this point through the day.
On Saturday morning the battery moved to the front, behind earth-
works, immediately beyond the pike, fronting the position occupied on
Wednesday, remaining there all day and night, shelliug the woods at
sundown.

On the morning of the 31st, Company H, Fifth Avtillery, Lientenant
Guenther, moved through the cedars to the left of the pike with its
brigade, but was returned, owing to the impracticability of operating
in the woods, and took position in the open ground in time to check a
rebel advance. I'rom the cedars it then moved to a position on the rise
of ground on the opposite side of the pike. On the appearance of the
enemy at close range, a heavy fire with canister shot was opened on
them with such effect that they were driven back to the woods in dis-
order. The battery held this pesition until the morning of January 1,
when it was moved some distance to the rear, and, after several changes
of front, was ordered with the brigade to a point on the Murfreesborough
pike, beyond Stewart’s Creek. This order being countermanded, the
battery encamped near its old point.

On the morning of January 3 fire was opened on a battery of the
enemy which was annoying our troops, resulting in driving it from its
position. During the forenoon the brigade and battery moved forward
and occupied rifle-pits and epaulements which had been constructed for
them. At dusk the battery opened fire with shell and spherical case
shot on the enemy, concealed in the woods and buildings and behind
breastworks, &c., whick, being followed by infantry, drove them from
their position. The battery remained in position during the following
day, and oo the morning of the 6th removed to Murfreesborough.

The batteries of the Second Division, Brigadior-General Negley, are
a8 follows: Company M, First Obio, Captain Schultz; Company G,
First Ohio Artillery, Lieutenant Marshall; Company M, First Ken-
tucky [Second Kentucky Battery|, Lientenant Ellsworth, with the fol-
lowing guns: Two12.pounder Wiard steel guns, two 6-pounder Wiard,
four 12-pounder howitzers, two James ritles, one 6-pounder smooth-
bore, aud two 16-ponnder Parrotts. The three batteries of this division
were posted with the division on a slope of the west bank of Stone’s
River, in advance, but joining the right, of General Crittenden’s line,
with General Sheridan on their right; Captaiu Schultz on the right of
Battery G, First Ohio, and Battery M, First Kentucky [Second Ken-
tucky Battery], on the left. The batteries opened fire on the enemy
and drove them, holding the position during the day and night.
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On the 31st, these batturies, after holding their position under & mur-
derous fire for four hours, having a large proportion of their horses
killed, and being out of ammurition, were compelled to retire with the
loss of 8ix guos in getting through the cedars,

On January 1, Company M was posted on the left side of the rail-
road; changed position about 1 o’clock to the right of Murfreesborough
pike, where it remained until night.

O January 2, these batteries were posted on the hill at the ford of
Stone’s River, to resist the attack on the left, which proved succeasful.

Left Wing—The batteries of the left wing are the following: Com-
pany M, Fourth U. 8. Artillery, Lieutenant Parsons; Qompany H,
Fourth Artillery, Lieutenant Throckmorton; Company B, Firat Ohio
Artillery, Captain Standart, attached to the Second Division ; Tenth
Indiana, Captain Cox; Bighth Indiana, Lieutenant Kstep; Sixth Ohio,
Captain Bradley, attached to the First Division; Seventh Indiana Bat-
tery, Captain Swallow ; Third Wisconsin, Lieutenant Livingston; Twen-
ty-sixth Pennsylvania [Battery B, Pennsylvania Light Artillery], Lieu-
tenant Stevens, attached to the Third Division, with the following guns:
Four 3-inch rifles, ten 12-pounder howitzers, six James rifles, twelve 6-
pounder smooth-bores, and sixteen 10-pounder Parrotts.

The first position taken by Batteries H and M, under command of
Lieutenant Parsons, was just to the right of the Murfreesborongh pike,
2} miles from Murfreesborough. During the morning they retived for
ammunition, and took a second position between the railroad sand pike,
and, after firiug away all their smmunition, they :gtaéin retired. On
Jannary 2 they were moved to the front, and soon r took poasition
ab tl:llafthill near the ford, and participated in repulsing the enemy from
our lert.

©Company B, First Ohio Artillery, Oaptain Standart) on the 31st was
posted on the right of Lieutenant Parsons., After firing away his am-
munifion, he retired for the day. On the 2d he was put in position on
the hill on the right of the pike, commanding the corn-field occupied by
Stokes’ battery the day before. Being under a very heavy cannonad-
ing, three pieces were retired to a position under cover, in reserve, to
the left of the pike. These three guns were, in the afternoon, moveti fo
the left, to resist the attack of the enemy,

Company F, First Ohio, Captain Cockerill, on the 31st, was placed in
position on the left of Parsons’ battery, and on the right of the pike;
but during the morning retired and took position on the left of the rail.
road and about 400 yards from it, which position they held until the at-
tack on the left, to which point Lieutenant Osburn moved four pieces,
the captain having besn wounded.

Captain Bradley, on the morning of the 3lst, moved, with Colonel
Harker’s brigade in its advance, to check the enemy on the right, and
held with it its position through the day. On the 2d he held a position
on commauding ground near to the right of the railroad. When the
attack was made on the left, he changed front to fire to the left.

The Seventh Indiana Battery, Captain Swallow, on the 31st, went into
battery a short distance to the right of the pike, 24 miles from Murfrees-
borough, and in the afternoon moved to the left of the railroad, going
into battery on the right of Cockerill’s battery. On the 2d this battery
?18::)1 was placed on the high ground to resist the enemy’s attack at the
ord. :

The Eighth I[ndiauna Battery, Lieutenant Estep, was placed on the
opposite side of the pike (left) and rear of Captain Swallow’s battery.
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On the 2d, having suffered severely from the enemy’s artillery in the
morning, he retired to repair damages, and, when the attack was made
on the left, massed with the other batteries on the hill at the ford.

The Tenth Indiana Battery, Captain Oox, was placed in position in
front and on the left of the railroad, which he maintained on the 31st
and afterward. The Twenty-sixth Pennsylvania Battery [Battery B,
Pennsylvania Light Artillery], Lieutenant Stevens, was pested on the
left and facing the pike, 3 miles from Murfreesborongh, when the enemy
appeared. As they fell back he moved forward, crossing the pike,
taking position on the ridge, changing several times.

On the 2d he changed front to fire to the left, and opened fire when
the attack was made in that direction.

The Third Wisconsin Battery, Lieutenant Livingston, was command-
ing the ford on the 31st. They afterward moved scross the river at the
ford. Whben the attack was made on the 2d, they recrossed and took
position on the hill in line with the other batteries of the corps.

The Board of Trade Battery, Captain Stokes, attached to the Pioneer
Brigade, consisting of four 6-pounders, smooth-bore, and two James
rifles, moved, on the 31st, promptly to the front and right of the pike,
Berving canister with effect. They afterward moved still farther to the
front, bolding a good position, commanding a corn-field and the wood
beyond, After having held the position thirty-six bours, the battery
wag ordered to the rear.

On the 2d, this battery was again put in position with the batteries
to resist the attack from the left, and opened, with the artillery foree
massed at that point, & destructive fire, causing the enemy to retire.
The losses in matériel and personnel I had the honor to report immedi-
ately after the battle.

The many gallant actions of battery officers and men are named by
their immediate comwanders in their reports, to which I respectfully
refer for the details of their action. The practice of the batteries was
good, and the precaution of the general commanding to fire low and be
sparing of ammunition was heeded. Owing to the nature of the coun-
try, the loss of the guns was unavoidable, as in falling back on the right
the horses could not be under cover, and the thick cedar thickets pre-
vented the guns being brought off by hand.

Six guns, 3 caissons, 3 damaged forges, and 2 battery WaZoNns were
captured from the enemy, or recaptured ; also 5,451 muskets, with bayo-
nets, scabbards, &c.

The whole namber of men engaged in serving the batteries was 86
commissioned officers and 2,760 non-commissioned officers and privates.

I remain, colonel, your obedient servant
JAMES BARNETT,

Colonel and Chief of Artillery.
Lieut. Ool. C. GODDARD,
Assistant Adjutant-General ard Ohief of Staff,

16 B B-VOL XX, PT I
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{
papuedzo uop TRESZSRCRESACRRRERSBABILEI B | | No. 10.
R LT T 1 1§ Report of Capt. James 8t. Clair Morion, U. 8. Engineers, commanding
- | H @ . . 9 . A y
¢ kil Hef Pioneer Brigade.
B oL *®
E— 123 Hpers. PIONEER BRIGADE, FOURTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
g % nS | Camp, 3 miles north of Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 5,1863.
31 gg MAJOR: According to your order, I have the hobor to submit the
i R —" Ty following report of the part taken in the late battle by my brigade,
§ which is composed of three battalions of Pioneers and Stokes’ (Chicago
:5 Pool Jo Mo Board of Trade} battery:
On the march hither from Nasghville, my brigade consirncted two
“Buweym pav patydsg bridges over Stewart’s Creek between the hours of 4 p. m. and 4 a. m.
i popIOM ; December 29 and 30, arriving here on the 30th.
] : On the morning of the 31st, the brigade was engaged in improving the
e ? fords of Stone’s River, in which the right battalion sustained the fire of
Iqenq some rebel cavalry, when I was ordered to take position in the line of
é ] battle, and formed my lrigade, by the orders of the commanding gen-
pornjden )

SR SO S A i eral in person, fronting toward the right, where the enemy appeared
‘Fapejm pus parmydey | RPSCI® (O W L @0 00 @ on a rise of ground in front of us, from which they had driven one of
our batteries. I immediately opened fire with canister from Stokes’
; battery and drove them back. I then, by order of the commanding
general in person, advanced to the said rise, and held it under the fire
permdegy | e b i il R of three rebel batteries. I supported the battery by the Firat Battalion
o N TaTa of Pioneers on the left, posted in a thicket, and by the Third Battalion
kil N U O M S A il on the right. The Second Battalion was placed in a wood still farther

»ox| s i to the right.

Bhortly after I had formed my line, the enemy appeared across the
field, preparing to charge upon some of our troops, who were retiring,
but had been rallied by the commanding general. I opened fire upon
these from Stokes' battery, which played over the head of the com.
manding general and our troops, and arrested their advance. My right
battalion was soon after attacked, the object of the enemy being to
penetrate through the line under cover of the woods. Said battalion
changed front so as to obtain a flanking fire, and by a single volley
repulsed the enemy, composed of the Eleventh and Fourteenth Texas
Regiments. In this the battalion was aided by the Seventy-ninth In-

: diana, which had rallied on its right.

I N N Toward sundown, the enemy appearing on my left, I brought two
i RS P sections of Stokes’ battery to the lett of my First Battalion, and repulsed
a brigade of the enemy which attacked that battalion in the thicket.
They left their dead within 50 paces of my line. In this affair both the
battalion and the battery behaved very creditably.

! The brigade slept on their arms the night of the 31st. Barly on the
1st instant the enemy appeared on my left, apparently to advance
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P EE priiiiaiE : through the gap between il and the pike. I changed my front and
o o EL—F’%E‘” i 3 occupied the gap, and sustained and returned their volleys of musketry,
%é EiE Dl liZEas 3z if - EREK 2 playing upon them from the battery and preventing their advance be-
45 52 e 5573-?1553? ;qg‘g Pl 5 < yond the edge of the woods. Wae held this position till after nightfall,
PPy 3 pia2faudooy P33 HEE 5 = when the brigade was relieved and formed in reserve.
océzémﬁﬁg i a@gﬁgggg EEEEE‘?’ § On the morning of the 24, part of the Pioneers were engaged in mak-
gEAEzR 28, PEEEREEACEL CP ,aﬁ §, ing road erossings over the railroad, when the enemy opened a cannonade,
RIEATEL §§§n{§;§g‘§ﬁ§gm—§ g;gsﬂ g which reached our camp. [ brought out Stokes' hattery and rerorned
] :!a:ééég JrRPEEREE bR RS = the fire. The battalions advanced, supporting it under a fire of solil
gg:g;;; g ﬂgﬁfgggggigggggg.‘ggg shot and shell. The cannonade having ceased, | received orders to fall
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Stewart’s Creek, to protect a provision train which was threatened by
the enemy. After proceeding about 4 miles up the road, we were
ordered to the right-abount, and double-quicked to the center of the line
of baittle.

On January 2, at daybreak, we took our position on the hill by the
railroad, in front of the cedars, which we held during the day and
throughout the night.

The next day, the 3d, we commenced intrenching the front and cen-
ter, under cover of our skirmishers, and that night our breastworks,
being completed, were‘occnpied and held by us until after the enemy
had left our front, which fact was reported by me to the colonel com-
manding the brigade shortly after sunrise on the 4th instant.

The battalion lost 1 commissioned officer killed {the major command-
ing); enlisted men, G killed, 55 wounded, and 7 missing. The greater
part of the latter known to be in the hands of the enemy.

Twenty-two of the enemy fell, on the 31st, into our hands, and were
turned over to an escort of cavalry, by order of Lient. H. Millard, of
General Rousseau’s stalf, by Lieutenant Stansbury.

Thefollowing officers participated: First Lieutenants Andrews, Stans-
bury, and Jones; Second Lieutenants Wagoner, Lowe, Curtis, Miller,
Johnsen, and Carpenter.

The conduct of the officers and men throughout the five days’ battle
was excellent, the battalion taking part and sharing with the brigade
in all its hardships, deprivations, and arduocus dunties in its movements
over the entire field, at one time supporting the right of General Mec-
Cook’s corps, at another assisting General Crittenden’s, and on the last
day and pight intrenching and helding the center of our own division.

I take pleasurc in mentioning the energy and efficiency displayed by
Dr. Henderson, of this battalion, and Dr. Lindsly, of the Eighteenth
Infantry, acting brigade surgeon, in the care and treatment of our
wounded, all of whom, I am eredibly informed, are well cared for and
in comfortable hosritals. ]

I inclose herewith a consolidated list of the killed, wounded, and
missing of the battalion during the five days’ battle; also copies of
the reports, from the commmandant of companies, of casualties,* &c.

Very respectfully, your obedient servaunt
JAMES B. MULLIGAN,
Captain Nineteenth U. 8. Infantry, Commanding First Battalion.
Lieut. ROBERT BUTHERLAND,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Brigade of Regulars.

No. 78.

Report of Brig. Gen. James 8. Negley, U. 8. Army, commanding Second
Division.
HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH DIVISION,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 8, 1863,
81: I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera-
tions of the troops of my command in the engagements with the enemy

on Stone’s River: ]
On Tuesd ay morning, NDecember 30, 1862, the Bighth Divigion, com-
posed of the Seventh and Twenty-ninth Brigades, Schultz’s, Marshall’s,

* Embodied in revised statement, p. 210.
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and Nell’s batteries, was posted on the roliing slopes of the west bank
ot Stone’s River, :n advanee, but joining the extreme right of General
Crittenden’s line and the left of General McCook’s.

In the rear and on the right was a dense cedar woods, with a broken
rocky surface. From our position several roads were cut through the
woods in our rear, by which to bring up the artillery and ammunition
trains. In fromt a heavy growth of oak timber extended toward the
river, which was about a mile distant. A narrow thicket crossed our
left diagenally, and skirted the base of a cultivated slope, which ex-
panded to the width of a mile as it approached the Nasbville pike. This
slope afforded the enemy bis most commanding position (ic the center),
on the crest of which his rifle-pits extended, with intervals, from the
oak timber immediately in wy front to the Nashville pike, with a battery
of four Napoleon and two iron guns placed in position near the woods,
and about 800 yards from my position. Behind this timber, on the river
bank, the enemy massed bis columns for the movements of the next day,
Their skirmishers were driven from our immediate front after a sharp
contest, in which the Nincteenth Illinois and Seventy-cighth Pennsyl-
vania Volunteers displayed admirable efficiency. The position of my
commwand was held under a heavy fire until darkness terminated the
skirmishing in our frong, by which titue we had inflicted considerable
loss upon the enemy.

In the mean time General Sheridan’s division came up and formed
line of battle, his left resting on my right, and began to advance, driving
the enemy until he had passed the center of my right brigade. While
General Sheridan was in this position, I changed my front slightly, bear-
ing it more to the left, to avoid masking a portion of Sheridan’s com-
mand, The troops remained in this position, and in order of battle, all
night, cheerfully enduring the rain and cold, awaiting the morrow’s sun
to renew the contest,

Early the next morning, and before the heavy fog had drifted away
from our front, the enemy in strong force attacked and surprised Gen-
eral McCook’s right, commencing a general action, which increased in
intensity toward his left. Sheridan’s division stood its ground man-
fally, supported by the Eighth Division, repulsing and driving the
enemy at every advance. The enemy still gained "ground on General
MecCook’s right, and sueceeded in placing several batteries in position,
which covered my right. From these and the battery on my left, which
now opened, the troops were exposed to a converging fire, which was
most destructive. Houghtaling’s, Schultz’s, Marshall’s, Bush’s, and
Nell’s batteries were all ordered into action in my frout, pouring de-
gtructive volleys of grape and shell into the advancing columns of the
enemy, mowing him down like swarths of grain. For four hours the
Eighth Division, with a portion of Sheridan’s and Palmer’s divisious,
maintained their position amid a murderous storm of lead and irom,
strewing the ground with their hercic dead. The enemy, maddened to
desperation by the determined resistance, still pressed forward fresh
Eroops, concentrating and forming them in a concentric line on either

ank,

By 11 d'clock Sheridan’s men, with their ammunition exhausted, were
falling back, General Roussean’s reserve and General Palmer’s divis-
ion bad retired in rear of the cedars to form a new line. The artil-
lery ammunition was expended’; that of the infantry reduced to a few
rounds; the artillery horses were nearly all killed or wounded; my am-
nunjtion train had been sent back to avoid capture; a heavy column of
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the enemy was marching directly to our rear through the cedars; com-
munication with Generals Rosecrans or Thomas was entirely eut off,
and it was manifestly impossible for my command to hold the position
without eventmally making a hopeless, fruitless sacrifice of the whole
divigion. To retire was but to cut our way through the ranks of the
enemy. The order was given and manfully executed, drivieg back the
enemy in front aed checking his approaching column in our rear. .

All the regiments in my command distinguished themselves for their
coolness and daring, frequently halting and charging the enemy under
a withering fire of musketry. On approaching General Roussean’s line,
the battalion of regulars, under command of Major King, at my request
gallantly charged forward to our assistance, sustaining a severe loss in
officers and men in the effort. Colonels Stanley and Miller now promptly
reformed their brigades with the remaining pertions of the batteries,
and took position on the new line, as designated by Major-General
Thomas. Shortly afterward the Twenty-ninth Brigade was ordered to
the left to repel an attack from the enemy’s cavalry on the trains. The
troops remained in live all night and the next day in order of battle
until noon, when the division was ordered to the right of General Mo-
Cook’s line, in expectation of an attack upon his front.

The next day, January 2, at 1 p. m., my command was ordered to the
support of General Crittenden on the left, and took position in the rear
of the batteries on the west bank of Stone’s River. About 3 p. m. a
strong force of the enemy, with artillery, advanced rapidly upon Gen-
eral Van Cleve's division, which, after sustaining a severe fire for twenty
or thirty minutes, fell back in considerable disorder, the enemy pressing
vigorously forward to the river bank. At this important moment the
Eighth Division was ordered to advaance, which it did promptly, the men
crossing the river and charging up the steep bank with unflinching
bravery.

The %l‘wenty-ﬁrst, Eighteenth, Sixty-ninth, and Seventy-fourth Ohio,
Nineteenth Illinois, Eleventh Michigan, Thirty-seventh Indiana, and
Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers displayed their asual prompt-
ness and gallantry. i

Fonr pieces of artillery and a stand of colors, belonging to the Twenty-
sixth (rebel) Tennessee, were captured at the point of the bayonet, and
& large number of prisoners, the enemy refreating in disorder.

It is proper to mention here that the artillery practice of Schultz’s,
Mendenhall’s, Standart’s, Nell's, Marshalls, and Stokes’ batteries, which
were acting temporarily under my orders in this engagement, was highly
satisfactory, giving the enemy great tribulation. 'l‘!le promptness dis-
played by Captain Stokes in bringing his battery into_action, by my
orders, and the efficient manner in which it was served, affords addi-
tional evidence of his marked ability and bravery as an officer and
patriot, In the same connection I feel permitted to speak in compli-
mentary terms of the gallant Morton and his Pioneer Brigade, which
marched forward under a scathing fire to the support of my dlwglqn_.

The enemy having fallen back to their intrenchments, my division
recrossed the river and resumed its former position.

On the evening of the 4th, the Twenty-ninth Brigade was moved for-
ward to the north bank of Stone’s River, near the railroad, as an advance
force. On the same day General Spears’ First Tennessee Brigade was
assigued to the Eighth Division. This brigade distingunished itself on
the evening of the 3d, in a desperate charge on the enemy, a report of
which i3 incladed in éreneral Spears’ report, annexed.
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On the morning of the 5th I was ordered to take command of the
advance and pursue the enemy toward Murfreesborongh,

By 9 a. m. the Eighth Division, Colonel Walker’s brigade, Pioneer
Brigade, and General Stauley’s cavalry force had crossed the river and
taken possession of Murfreesborough withonthaving met any resistance,
the rear guard of the enemy retreating on the Manchester and Shelby-
ville roads, our cavalry pursuing, supported by the Twenty-ninth Bri-
gade, on the Shelbyville pike, and by Colonel Byrd’s First East Ten-
nessee Regiment, on the Manchester pike.

The rear guard of the enemy (three regiments of cavalry and one
battery) was overtaken on the Manchester pike, 5 miles from Murfrees-
borough. Colonel Byrd fearlessly charged this unequal force of the
enemy, driving him from his position, with a loss of 4 killed and 12
wounded ; enemy’s loss not ascertained.

Our army marched quietly into Murfreesborough, the chosen position
of the enemy, which he was forced to abandon after a series of desper-
ate engagements,

The joyful hopes of traitors have Leen crushed, treason receiving
another fatal blow.

My command enthusiastically join me in expression of admiration of
the official conduet of Generals Rosecrans and Thomas. During the
most eventful periods of the engagements their presence was at the
point of danger, aiding with their counsels and animating the troops by
their personal bravery and cool determination.

I refer to my command with feelings of national pride for the living
and personal sorrow for the dead. Without a murmnr they made
forced marches over almost impassable roads, through drenching win-
ter rains, without a change of clothing or blankets, deprived of sleep or
repose, constantly on duty for eleven days, living three days on a piat
of fiour and parched corn. Ever vigilant, always ready, sacrificing their
lives with a contempt of peril, displaying the coolness, determination,
and high discipline of veterans, they are entitled to our country’s grati-
tude. Penrsylvania, Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and
Tennessee may proudly inscribe upon their scrolls of fame the names of
the Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Eighteenth, Twenty-first,
Sixty-ninth, and Seventy-fourth Ohio, Schultz’s and Marshall’s bat-
teries (Ohio), the Eleventh Michigan, Nineteenth Illinois, Thirty-sev-
enth Indiana, Nell’s section, Kentucky battery, and Spears’ East Ten-
nessee Brigade.

I respectfully refer to the reports of General Spears, Colonels Miller
and Stanley, which I approve and append hereto, for a detailed account
of the part taken by each portion of the command, and for special
reference to the meritorious conduct of individuals in their respective
commands. In addition to which I make honorable mention of the
bravery and efficient services rendered by the following-named officers
and men, for whom I earnestly request promotion :

Brigadier-General Spears, commanding Kast Tennessee Brigade; Col.
T. R. Stanley, Bighteenth Ohio Volunteers, commanding Twenty-ninth
Brigade; Col. John F. Miller, Twenty-ninth Indiana Volunteers, com-
manding Seventh Brigade; Oapt. James St. (. Morton, commanding
Pioneer Brigade; Capt. James H. 8tokes, commanding Chicago Battery;
Maj. John H. King, commanding Fifteenth U. 8. Infantry ; Captain
Bush, commanding Fourth Indiana Battery ; Capt. W, E. Standart, com-
manding Ohio battery; Capt. James A. Lowrie, assistant adjatant-gen-

‘eral, Highth Division; Lieut. Frederick H. Kennedy, aide-de-camp;



410 KY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA,, AND 8W. VA, [Cuar XXXIL

Oapt. Charles T. Wing, assistant quartermaster; Maj. F. H. Gross, med-
ical director; Capt. James R. Hayden, ordvance officer; Lieutenants
W. W. Barker, aide-de-camp; Robert H. Cochran, provost-marshal ;
Thomas Riddle, acting assistant comissary of subsistence ; Charles C.
Cook, acting aide-de-camp ; W. . Ingrabam, topugraphical engineer ;
Capt. Frederick Schultz, Lieuts. Joseph Hein, Battery M, First Ohio
Artillery; Alexander Marshall, Johu Crable, Robert D. Whittlesey,
Battery G, First Ohio Artillery; A. A. Ellsworth, W.H. Bpence, Nell’s
section, Kentucky Artillery ; H. Terry, Third Ohio Cavalry ; Sergt. H.
B. Fleteher, Company K, Nineteenth Illinois Volunteers; Corpl. R. G.
Rice, Company K, First Wisconsin Volunteers; Private James A. Sangs-
ton, Company C, Seventy-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers; Sergt. Charles
Rambour, Company K, Seventy-fourth Ohio Volunteers, and Private
William Longwell, orderly, Seventh Penusylvania Cavalry; Sergt.
George C. Lee, Corpl. E. H. Dougherty, and Privates Henry Zimmer-
man, Henry Schwenk, Jobn Higgius, Leon Starr, Daniel Walker, John
D. MeCorkle, Abraham Eepperly, George Gillen, and John Cunning-
ham, of the escort.

The following is an approximate report of the casualtics* of my com-
mand during the battles before Murfreesborough, Tenn., December 30
and 31, 1862, and January 2 and 3, 1863:

Went into action. TLoat in action.
g Elllod. |Wounded. Missing. Horses | Guns.
Command. E 5 3 i T
3| s 31 1% 3
13 - =] =] g
2 E 2 = £ L% .
EFs |, g% 12 E3 Slel |2
Els | 1|8 % g E ElE|3 (98|l
El1Z 1 E|5|8|5|¢8 25131518 2188
S8 | & [&8|”R|S Slaldig|H{a]|A
BROOND DIVISION, CENTER,
FOURTRENTH ARMY CORPS.
Pirst Bast Tenn, Brigsde...| 66| 73¢| &)l st o 2o . d] 2| gee]ens
Twoni':,{-nint.h - S 83 11, 718 37i....] B|T77 ;25| 256 /. .. |84 5| 8| B jeani|eens
Seventh Brigade... ... ...... m e ... Tl sl 5] 1 hes | o)
B 280 4,401 | 45| ... 11115846 €96 | 11e7| 6 4| &
Bohultw's batbery. . .o..ueeee| 2| 75| 58| 4 1 10..... 1| 6| 4. 1
Maraball’a b} 110 118 & 13 b5 14 84|12, 4
Nell's batiery 47| 4ol 8 1 3 e|m| 8l d] 1|71
Artillery ..o oeanenens T| 22| me|1a).. 7| 1| 8. msTiee| 4! 6| 1
Total uemmrererennnnns mi4,eaa 257 | 13 | 11 [166 | 47 | 704 1203\52 SDE

My command captured from the enemy upward of 400 prisoners, four
brass pieces of field artillery, and one stand of regimental colors.
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAS, 8. NEGLEY,
Brigadier-Qeneral.
Maj, GEORGE E. FLYNT,

Chief of Staff.

* But see revisod statement, p. 211.
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No. 79.
Report of Lieut. Alban A. Ellsworth, Hewett's (Kentucky) battery.

Ipgrs. HEWETT’S BATTERY, KENTUCEY VOL. ARTY.,
Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 12, 1863.

S1R: In obedience to orders received from Headquarters Seventh
Brigade, Eighth Division, Fourteenth Army Corps,1 have the honor to
make the following report of the part taken by Hewett’s battery, Ken-
tucky Volunteer Artillery, in the recent engagement before Murfrees-
borough, Tenn.:

On tbe evening of December 29, 1862, in obedience to orders from
General Negley, 1 placed the battery in position near the old toll-gate,
and on the right of Battery G, First Ohio Volunteer Artillery, com-
manded by Lientenant Marshall.

Early on the morning of the 30th, I received orders from Colonel
Miller to move about three-fourths of a mile to the right and front,
through a dense cedar thicket, and over a rough and newly made road.
Here I remained partly under cover of the cedars until about 19 a. m.,
when I received orders from General Negley to move a short distance
to the left and front, taking a position fronting an open field, where the
enemy had a battery of four guns bearing on us. During the day fired
about 50 rounds of shell and solid shot at his battery and intrenchments
without receiving any reply. As night approached, withdrew the bat-
tery and placed it under cover of the wood, where we remained during
the night.

Early in the morning of the 31st, received orders from Colonel Miller
to bring my command in position on the left, and near an old log-house,
supported on my right and front by the Twenty-first Ohio Volunteer
Infantry, where I remained without further orders for about fifteen
minutes, when, observing the enemy in large column marching on a
battery and some infantry stationed about 300 yards to my left, I opened
an oblique fire on him, and soon discovered him retiring to his intrench-
ments, where I kept up & brisk and well-directed fire, receiving, at the
same time, a heavy fire from his artillery for about fifteen or twenty
minutes, when a cessation occurred.

1 soon after noticed a heavy mass of his infantry moving on our sup-
port to my right and front, accompanied by a section of artillery, which
‘was brought into position about 500 yards to my right and front; also
a section placed to my left and front, at about the same distance.
Here we were subject to a heavy cross-fire of .canister. I immediately
ordered a return fire of canister, double-shot, firing as rapidly as possi-
ble for about twenty minutes, doing good execution. The enemy was
soon seen retiring, and 1 ordered the use of shell to follow his retreat
briskly kept up for about fifteen minutes, when the enemy commenced
a well-directed fire from his artillery direct upon my command. After
shelling im rapidly for about three-fourths of an honr, one of my guns
(a small rifled gun) was disabled. I continued shelling as rapidly as
possible for some time after, and finding my horses were fast being erip-
pled by the shells continually exploding in our midst, I ordered a change
of position of the battery to the left, that I might break the range of
hig artillery, bearing heavily upon us.

While my order was being executed, I noticed that our infantry and
artillery were retiring, at the same time that a heavy fire was being
poured into our right, and almost into our rear. Receiving no orders
to resire, made the change of position of she battery to the left, and
opened fire on the enemy, now fast approaching; but I soon fonmnd it
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impossible to do more without losing the whole battery, and ordered it
limbered to the rear, and to retire into the cedar thicket, now being cut
off from the road we came in the day previous. Being principally in
the rear of our retiring forces, was subject to a heavy fire from the en-
enmy following our retreat, and having al! except one horse that moved
my 6-pounder smooth-bore gun shot, was compelled toleave it; also one
caisson belonging to the 10-pounder Parrott gun, containing about 50
rounds of ammunition. The remainder of the battery we succeeded in
saving. Some of the carriages moved out with two horses, having had
over half my horses killed and crippled. Fired during the day 493
rounds of ammaunition, losing 2 men killed and 1 wounded.

Early on the morning of January 1, reported to General Negley the
Parrott gun, and sent it on the field in charge of Lieutenant Spence. I
then took the remainder of the battery, now unserviceable, to the rear;
at the same time procuring 22 rounds of Parrott ammunition, and was
subsequently ordered to move the unserviceable portion of the battery
to Nashville, which I did, and immediately returned ; but, while on the
road, was attacked, and lost the rear chests of one caisson,

Lientenant Spence was placed on the left center for a short time; then
receiving orders to move to the right and take position with Marshall’s
battery, where he remained until about 12 m. January 2, when ordered
to move to the left center and take position as on the day previous,

About 4 p. m. a heavy force of the enemy was discovered moving on
our left and front, driving ip our skirmishers. He immediately ordered
shell to be fired into him as rapidly as possible, and at the same time
receiving & heavy cross-fire from the enemy’s artillery. Not long after
the batteries on his right and left retired, and retired about 40 yards to
the rear; found that the limber contained about 10 rounds of shell and
few canister; immediately ordered the gun to its former position, using
all the ghell, and reporting the same to Captain Lowrie; was ordered
to remain and use the canister in case a second attack was made; bat
the enemy being repunlsed and driven beyond their intrenchments, he
retired, moving the gun about one-fourth of a mile to the rear. Forty-
two rounds of awmunition were expended, receiving little damage,
except a few borses wounded.

On the morning of the 3d, I failed to procure ammunition, and re-
mained as on the night previous.

Early on the morning of the 4th, procured 75 rounds of ammunition,
and reported to Colonel Miller, who ordered me to move to the left cen-
ter, and placed my gun in position with Marshall’s battery.

About 3 p. ., was ordered to advance on Murfreesborongh, and moved
abont 1 mile apd remained during the night.

Early on the morning of the 5th, forded the river and passed through
Murfreesborough.

I take great pleasure in referring to the valuable assistance rendered
by Lieutenant Spence, whose heroic bravery inspired the men with cour-
age, and his conduct is deserving of public commendation.

My non-commissioned officers and privates deported themselves like
veterans whe fight for the cause of their country.

Our loss in killed was 2—Godfrey Hautt, Ninth Ohio Volunteer In-
fantry, on detached duty with the battery, and Lewis Sagers, Seventy-
eighth Penngylvania, on detached duty with the battery; wounded, 1—

Milton Crawhorn.
A. A, ELLSWORTH,
Lieutenant, Comdyg, Hewett's Battery, Kentucky Vel. Artillery.

H. M, O181, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.
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No. 80.
Report of Licut. Alexander Marshall, Battery G, First Ohio Light Artillery,

Hpqors. BATTERY (&, FIRST OHIO VOL. ARTTLLERY,
Murfreesborough, Tenn., Januory 11, 1863,

SIk : In obedience to orders from Headquarters Seventh Brigade,
Eighth Division, Fourteenth Army Corps, I have the henor to report
the part taken by Battery G, First Ohio Volunteer Artillery, in the late
engagement before Mnrfreesborongh, Tenn.

On the morning of December 29, 1862, the battery was ordered out
on a reconnaissance. Leaving the Murfreesborongh pike =t Stewarts-
borough, followed up Stewart’s Creek 1 mile; discovered the enemy's
cavalry in the woods on the opposite side of the creek; fired 12 rounds
from rifled 12-pounder, causing them to disperse.

We then moved forward and to the right, taking position as indicated,
until 2 p. m., when we crossed the creek with the brigade, advancing on
a by-road running nearly parallel with the Murfreesborough pike. Enter-
ing the pike at Wilson's Creek, about 5 miles from Murfreesborough,
advanced on the pike 24 miles; took position on a slight elevation on
the right of the pike, where we remained during the night, with horses
harnessed and hitched in.

At daylight on the 30th, per order of Colonel Miller, moved abont
three-fourths of a mile to the right and front over a new and rocky road
through a cedar thicket. Remained in this vicinity during the day,
occupying several positions in a narrow corn-field and in the thicket,
within range of the enemy’s battery and rifle-pit, located in an open
field in front.

At 4 p, m., fired about 50 rounds, shelling the woods on our right oc
cupied by the enemy’s skirmishers, whose fire was severe; also the
battery and rifle-pit in front. Some of onr shells falling into the rifle-
pit caused considerable scattering. We remained in this position in
the corn-field during the night. 'We elicited no reply from the enemy’s
battery during the whole day.

At 6 p. m., removed the right section out on the right of the section
in tlllle corn-field, and remaived in this position, hitched in, during the
night.

At daylight of the 31st, opened with the four guns stationed in the
corn-field, shelling the woods to the right and the battery and rifle-pit
in front, as the night before. About 8 a. m., moved the center seetion
down to the left about 40 rods, taking position near two log-houses
in rear of the corn-field, & dense thicket across the corn-field directly in
front, open country to the left and front, where the enemy was in posi-
tion. Remained in this position about thirty minutes without firing;
then moved this section up and fook position in center of the battery;
worked the battery till about 11 a. m. The enemy up te this time fire
but few rounds from their batteries in our front, firing being mostly
from their skirmishers in the woods, when, in obedience to Colonel
Miller’s order, moved to the right; partially changed front. The bat-
teries of the enemy opened over the advancing infantry a heavy fire
before we had fairly got inte position. Ordered caissons under shelter
a short distance in the rear, and opened upon the rapidly advancing
enemy with canister. As oar support advanced, we moved our pieces
forward by hand and worked them as rapidly as possible.

One of our 12-pounder howitzers being disabled, the trail having been
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cut nearly off by a shot, ordered it to the rear. Went to work with
canister, the enemy advancing in the weods close upon us. As our in-
fantry support advanced we advanced our pieces by hand to the fence
alose to the woods, that we might hold an interval in their lines, and
continued firing eabister as fast as possible. During this time our horses
were suffering severely from fire from the enemy; bad them replaced
by the teams from battery and forge wagon, which I had ordered up the
day before, leaving the battery and forge wagon 14 miles in the rear, in
charge of artificers. All of my spare horses were soon used up and
several taken from the caissons. Had 3 men killed and several wounded.

. Baw the enemy moving down the open field in mnasses on cur left flank,
and firing extending far to our rear on our right flank, and one of our
12-pounder rifles having a shot wedged and but three horses remaining,
I ordered Lieutenant Crable to take the two disabled pieces and cais-
sons to the rear through the cedar swamp, and ordered the remaining
four pieces to fix prolonge, to fire retiring. The enemy had already been
twice repulsed, when they moved upon both our flanks and front with
renewed ranks and vigor, which caunsed our support to give way. [
ordered the battery to retire to the woods in our rear, two pieces having
but three horses and two four horses each.

My own, Lieatenant Whittlesey’s, and one sergeant’s horse were
killed; three of the guns moved off as ordered; prolonge of the left
piece, 12-pounder Wiard, broken; at the same time the lead rider was
shot; the gunner mounted his team, when the off wheel horse was
killed and the off lead horse wounded, which prevented us from using
the limber. I then ordered a limber of one of the pieces already in the
woods out, to draw the remaining 12-pounder off the field into the woods.

We had no soouer started back when I found the right and center of
the brigade had fallen back, and the left (Twenty-first Ohio) was coming
in, leaving the pieces about 40 yards outside of our lines, between us and
the enemy, which was fast elosing in on us, with a heavy fire. Saw that
it was impossible to reach the gun. I ordered the limber back and gun
limbered up; moved back through the cedar swamp in rear of Lrigade.
There being no road, I was considerably bothered to work my way
through. As the brigade was moving rapidly aund the enemy pressing
close npon us, two more of my wheel horses were shot and one rider,
when I was obliged to leave two more guns, having but one wheel and
middle horse on each piece. Sergeant Farwell, together with Sergeant
Bills, took the remaining piece, passed the pieces left, and worked their
way through and teok position on the right of Captain Btokes’ battery,
where I found them and went to work, using up the balance of our am-
munition—aboat 40 rounds.

As 8oon as joining this piece I sent to inform Lieutenant Crable where
I waag, and to get that portion of the battery which had succeeded in get-
ting out, together with the battery and forge wagon, which was a short
distance in the rear. After expending the ammunition of the piece I
was with, moved to the rear, and left it in charge of Lientenant Whit-
tlesey, with the battery and forge wagon. I then proceeded to find
Colone} Barnett or Lieutenant Edson, in relation to ammunition, when
I met Licutenant Crable, who informed me that our piece and four eais-
sons had moved up the pike. I ordered him to have the carriages all
halted, and to send back the 6-pounder ammunition. After waiting
somse time, sent my orderly back to hurry up the 6-ponnder ammunition.

At dark, moved over to the left of the railroad, and remained during
the night with the IFirst Kentucky Battery, Lientenant Ellsworth com-
manding, having previously reporied to General Negley and Colonel
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Miller the condition of the battery, and where 1 was; was ordered to
rerain in that vicinity.

Early on the morning of January 1, I proceeded out the pike; met ser-
geant with the 6-pounder caisson, who had been unable the uight pre-
vious to find the gun. Sent sergeant forward with the caisson, when
the piece in command of Lieutenant Whittlesey moved np and took
position on the left of Captain Schultz’s battery, in an open field on the
left center, joining General Crittenden’s corps. I soon met Lieutenant
Crable with the 12-pounder howitzer, who informed me that when he
came up with the 12-pounder howitzer, the afternoon of the 3lst, the
epemy was about making a charge upon our transportation, when he
placed the piece in position, fired 16 rounds of ghell, doing good execu-
tion, where he remained durivg the night with a brigade of cavalry.

I found that our loss for December 31, 1862, summed up 43 horses; 4
guns, 3 limbers, 2 caissons and limbers; 3 men killed, 8 wounndes, and
12 missing. Ithenmoved the 12-pounder howitzer to the front and took
position with the other piece. Receiving 50 rounds for howitzer and 80
rounds for 6-pounder Wiard, immediately reported to Colonel Miller,
commanding brigade, and General Negley, commanding division.

About 10.30, shifted our position about 200 yards to our front and
left; remained in this position about an hour, when we received orders
to move immediately to the right, across the pike, into a cedar thicket,
and took position in center of Missouri battery.

About 3 p. m., was ordered to move with division to the rear and
right; finally took position in corn-field on the extreme right, in com-
pany with Captains Standart’s, Schultz’s, and Ellsworth’s batteries
(fixed prolonge), where we remained until dark, when we moved back
close to the pike under cover of an elevation, where we remained during
the night.

At daylight on the morning of January 2, again moved up on the
elevation. At about 12 m., received orders to move over and take posi-
tion on left center, same as day previous. The skirmishers kept up a
lively fire along our front until 4 p. m., when I observed the enemy mov-
ing in masses through the open country on the opposite side of the river,
on our left and front, driving back our forces on the opposite side of the
river, when we commenced shelling them as fast as possible, receiving
a cross-fire from the enemy’s artillery. Scon Captain Schultz’s on our
left, and Captain Swallow’s batteries on ounr right, fell back. I then
ordered prolonge fixed, and retired about 40 yards; commenced firing,
when I had 1 man and 3 horses killed on the piece. At the same time
the enemy was repulsed, and the ground retaken.

January 3, held the same position as the day previous; fired several
rounds on the enemy, shelling the woods to the right and front as our
men advanced.

Late on Janunary 4, advanced with the division on Murfreeshorough
pike about 1 mile; encamped on the right of pike. Early on the worn-
ing of the 5th, forded the river and passed through Murfreesborough.

Our losses are:* Horses killed, 34; horses captured by the enemy,
12. Total horses killed and captored, 46.

I take pleasure in referring to the valuable assistance rendered me
by Lieutenants Crable and Whittlesey. Their gullant and heroic bear-
ing not only inspired the men with courage, but is deserving of public
commendation.

Orderly Sergeant Sliney and Sergeants Bills, Farwell, and Mitchell,

* Embodied iu revised statement. p. 211,
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by their promptness in the execution of orders, and by their unflinchin
courage in scenes of danger, merit pa,rticula,r,mentign. Others in thg
command evineed soldierly qualities of no common order. To mention
their names might seem invidions,

I wish to make special mention of Quartermaster Treat, who showed
great energy and perseverance in keeping the men supplied with rations
during the severe weather of seven days that we were separated by miles
from our transportation, and his promptness in looking after, collecting
together, and reporting to me property and men, which in the confusion
of falling back had separated from the command.

Respeetfully submitted.

7 . ALEXANDER MARSHALL,
Lieutenant, Comdg. Battery G, First Okio Volunteer Artillery.
H. M. Cisr,
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutani-General,

No, 81,

Report of Brig. Gen. James G. Spears, U. 8, Army, commanding First
Brigade, of operations January 2-9,

HEADQUARTERS FIRST TENNESSEE BrI1GADE,
Hawthorn's, near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 9, 1863,
. GENERAL: I herewith beg leave to submit the following report, which
18 intended to embrace the action of the troops under my command from
the 2d instant up to the present date:

At 12 . on January 2, 1863, when at Nashville, Tenn., I was ordered
by Brigadier-General J ohanson, military governor of the State, to imme-
diately take command of the First and Second East Tennessee Volun-
teer Infantry, and such other troops as wonld be agsigned me by Briga-
dier-General Mitchell, commanding post, which were the Fourteenth
Michigan Volunteer Infantry, about 300 men strong, commanded by
Captain ; the Eighty-fifth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, Colonel
Moore commanding, 350 to 400 men strong, together with two sections
of the Tenth Wisconsin Battery, commanded by Captain Beebe, and a
company of cavalry, under Lieutenant ; also Colonel Pickens
commanding 300 mounted volunteers of the Third Tennesseo Gavalry’
which forces were placed under my command for the purpose of con-
ducting and brotecting a train of 303 wagons, loaded with commissary
stores for the army, then before Murfreesborough.

I assumed command of the said forces at the junction of Market street
and Murfreesbm'_ough Dike at 5 p. m., at which place I took up the line
‘(;fl; ‘;g:rgx, thrmmn?1 out ski:ilmishers and otherwise disposing the forces

command in such m i
o train? ch manner as I believed would best protect

After marching all night I reported myself and command at Major-
General Rosecrau_s’ headquarters at 5 o’clock on the morning of thaé]%d
Instant, and by his order turned over the train to his commissary.

Mapr-(}eneral Rosecrans then ordered me to report to General Me-
(‘f‘ook,qwhlcli I complied with, and, after receiving orders and instruc.
tions from General McCook, I placed the artillery under my command
1n position, drew up the infantry in line of battle, and the enemy fail-
ing to make any demonstrations in front, on the right wing, we stacked
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aris and took refreshments. At this time I was ordered by General
Rosecrans to turn the eavalry in my command over to Gereral Stanley,
which was done.

The skirmishing in front of General Thomas? division becoming heavy,
1 was ordered by General Roseerans to change my position and report
to General Thomas, which 1 did, and by his order took a position in
front of his division, relieving troops that had held said position during
the night.

1 received farther orders from General Thomas to place my artillery
in reserve, and to throw up ar intrenchment-with my force, in doing
which two of my men, privates in the First and Second East Tenncssee
Rogiments, were wounded.

I was also authorized by General Thomas, if I thonght proper, to
throw out skirmishers, consisting of three or four companies, and retake
and drive the enemy from a piece of woods in our front.

After my force had finished the intrenchments, T was informed by au
aide of General Rousseaun that he wounld co-operate with me in throwing
ont skirmishers and in retaking the woods, and driving the enemy from
the same, as soon as the artillery had begun sheiling the woods, which
was to be the signal for advance. In accordance to this, I threw out
two companies (Company A, Captain Duncan, and Company B, Captain
Sawyers) from the First East Tennessce Regiment; also ompany A,
Captain Marney, of the Second East Tennessee Regiment, and one com-
pany of the Eighty-fifth Illinois, and one company of the Fourteenth
Michigan, as skirmishers, at the same time that skirmishers were thrown
out from General Rousseaws division.

Shortly after sundown, the signal was given by shelling the woods, and
the skirmishers advanced. The skirmishing becoming heavy, my foree
advaneing in front and General Ronsseau’s upon the right, it was soon
discovered, as they approached the woods, that the enemy were there
in strong f’orce, and intended to maintain his position with the greatest
obstinacy-—so much so that I thought fit to order up Lientenaunt-Colonel
Melton, commanding Second East Tennessee Regiment, to support the
skirmishers in front, By this time the skirmishers had driven the en-
emy back and gained the edge of the woods. Colonel Melton was
ordered to advance as near as possible to the woods, and then to order
his men to lie flat on the ground. By that time darkness had set in. I
ordered Colonel Byrd, with the First East Tennessee Regiment, to take
his position behind the intrenchments, while I ordered Lieutenant-Colo-
nel Phillips, of the same regiment, to take command of the Fourteenth
Michigan Regiment, and to flank the enemy upon the left and rear, and
I ordered the skirmishers to withdraw in good order and retreat behind
the Second East Tennessee Regiment, which, at this time, was pouring
& galling fire into the enemy, while a hot fire was kept up by General
Rounsseau’s skirmishers on the right and from the Michigan regiment
on the left, which was kept up until the enemy abandoned his position,
being completelyronted. The engagement lasted from 6 to near & v'clock,
during most of which time Major-General Thomas was a spectator on
the field. I then ordered my forces to retire behind the intrenchments,
throwing an advance picket forward to hold the position we had taken,

The force under my command in this engagement was composed of
regiments and parts of regiments: Of the First Regiment East Ten.
nessee Volunteer Infantry, 400 men; of the Second Regiment East Ten-
nessee Volunteer Infantry, 400 men ; of the Fourteenth Regiment Mick-
igan Volunteer Infantry, 300 men ; of the Eighty-fifth Regiment [ilinois
Volunteer Infautry, 350 men.
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as regimental commanders, mentioned by my division commanders as
meriting promotion. I respectfully refer the general commanding to
division, brigade, and regimental reports, and solicit for the gallant
officers and men who have distinguished themselves for conduct and
bravery in battle the honors they have won. We have officers who
have commanded brigades for almost a year, though they have but the
rank of colonel. In such cases, and in all like cases, as where a liea-
tenant commands 3 company, it seems, if the officers have capacity for
their commands on the field, that they shounld have the rank the com-
mand is entitled fo.

The report of Captain Mendenhall, chief of artillery to the left wing,
shows the efficiency, skill, and daring with which our artillery officers
handled their batteries. Division and brigade commanders vie with
each other in commendations of our different batteries ; some of these
batteries, fighting as they did in all paris of the field, won praises from
all. To these ofilcers also attention is called, with a sincere hope that
they may be rewarded as their valor and bearing deserve.

Maj. Lyne Starling, assistant adjutant-general to the left wing, has
been for nearly eighteen months the most indefatigable officer I ever
knew in his department. His services to me are invaluable. On the
field here, as well aa at Shiloh, he was distingnished even amid so many
brave men for his daring and efficiency.

Capt. R. Loder, ingpector-general of the left wing, has entitled him-
gelf to my lasting gratitnde by his constant and able management of his
department. It is sufficient to say that the gallant and lamented Colo-
nel Garesché told him in my presence, but a short time before the battle,
that he had proven himself to be the best inspector-general in the army.
On the field of battle bravery was added to the same efficiency and
activity which marked his conduct in the camp.

Capt. John Mendenhall, who has been mentioned already a8 chief of

artillery to my command, but of whom too much good cannot be said,:

is also topographical engineer on my staff. In this capacity, as in all
where he works, the work is well and faithfolly done. His services at
Shiloh, of which I was an eye-witness, bis splendid conduct as chief of
artillery of the left wing, his uniform soldierly bearing, poiné him out as
eminently entitled to promgtion.

To the medical director of the left wing, Dr. A. J. Phelps, the thanks
of the army and country are due, not only for his prompt attention to
the wounded, bat for his arrangements for their immediate accommoda-
tion. He took good care not only of the wounded of my command, but
of more than 2,000 wounded from other corps and from the enemy.
Since the battle I have visited his hospitals, and can bear testimony to
the efficiency of the medical department of this wing.

Oapt. Louis M. Baford and Lieut. George Knox, my aides-de-camp,
were brave, active, and efficient helps to me all through the battle.
Oaptain Buford was struck just over the heart, fortunately by a ball too
far spent to penetrate, and which only bruised. The captain and Lieu-
tenant Knox were frequently exposed to the heaviest firing as they fear-
lessly carried my orders to all parts of the field, :

Oaptain Case, of the Signal Corps, tendered his services as a volun-
teer aide, and proved himself a bold soldier and an efficient aide.

Two other officers of the same corps, Lieutenants Jones and y
tendered their services as aides, and were placed on my staff during the
battle, and I thank them sincerely for their services.

Tientenant Bruner, of the Third Kentueky Cavalry, who commandad
my escort, was as quietly brave on the battle-field aa he is mild and gew-
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tlemanly in the camp, I thank him and the brave men he commands
‘or the fearless discharge of their duties amid so many h:rd?hipg and

Before concluding this report, it will be proper to add that when I
speak of a quiet day, I mean to speak comparatively. We had no quiet
days; no rest from the time we reached the batile-field until the enemy
fled ; skirmishing constantly, and sometimes terrible cannonading.

On the 2d, whick we call a quiet day until about 4 p. m., the First
Divigion, under Hascall, laid for a half hour in the early part of the day
under the heaviest cannonading we endured. Many men were killed.
but he and his brave seldiers would not flinch.

The appended summary of the killed and wounded, furnislied by my
medical director, demonstrates with what fearful energy and earnestness
the battle was contested in my command.

Beport of killad, wounded, and missing, Left Wing.
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Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
MT. L. CRITTENDEN,
jor-General, Commanding.
Ool. O. GODDAED, Chisf of Staff. Y ' it

No. 95.

Report of Capt. John Mendenhall, Fourth U. 8. Artil Chi
Artillery. oy, Ohief of

Hpors. LEFT WING, FOURTEENTH ARMY CORPR,
January 10, 1863,
“Magsor : I have the honor to snbmit the following report of the opera-
gioinssﬁgf the artillery in the left wing from December 26, 1862, to January
y :
‘This army marched from camp, near Nashville, December 26, the loft
wing marching on the Murfreesborough pike.
December 26, about 3 p. m., our advance was bronght to a stand-still,

* But see revised statement, pp. 211-214.
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near La Vergne, by a rebel battery. [t was opposed by a section of
artillery serving with the eavalry, whicl, being unable to dislodge the
enemy, our advance battery (Captain Standart’s, Battery B, First
Ohio) was, after a little delay, put in position and opened fire, soon
gilencing the enemy’s battery.,

December 27, General Hascall took the advance with his brigade and
Lieutenant Este}’s Eighth Indiana Battery, They marched steadily for-
ward until the enemy was driven acroes Stewart’s Creek, the battery
halting only when it was necessary to fire ; two pieces were posted near,
covering the bridge. _

December 28, some artillery was so disposed as to check the enemy,
should be attempt to destroy or retake the bridge.

December 29, Lieutenant Parsons, commanding Batteries H and M,
Fourth Artillery, being in & commanding position, threw a few shells
about 9 a. m., driving the enemy’s pickets from the opposite woods.
Oar column advanced across the bridge at 10 a. m., meeting with little
resistance until within aboat 3 miles of Murfreesborough. Our troops
were placed in line of battle as they came ap, the artillery remaining
with their divisions.

December 30, about 9 a. m., the enemy opened upon Captain Cox’s
Tenth Indiana Battery (which was between the pike and the railroad,
and in frout partially covered by woods). QOaptain Bradley’s Sixth Ohio
Battery at once took a position to the left of the woods and in & corn-
ficld. The two batteries soon silenced that of the enemy. One shot
kiiled  man near where a number of general and staff officers were
standing, and another, passing through Battery H, Fourth Axtillery,
killed one man aud wounded another, besides disabling a horse.

December 31, the left wing startedi to cross Stone’s River about 8 a.
m., but before a division had crossed, intelligence was received that the
right was falling back. Colonel Fyfie's brigade, whick was about cross-
ing, was ordered to countermarch and move ag double-quick to the right.
Captain Swallow’s S8eventh Indiana Battery operated for a time with
this brigade, shelling the rebel cavalry from the brick hoapital, &e.
Colonel Beatty’s brigade, having recrossed the river, advanced to the
support of the right wing, but the Twenty-sixth Pennsylvania Baitery,
Lientevant Stevens commanding, being unable to follow the brigade
through the woods, took a position near the pike, and received the
enemy with shot and shell as ke advanced after onr retreating columus,
and, I think, did his part in checking him. He advanced as they re-
treated, and took  position in a corn field on the right of the pike, near
the three-mile post, and again opened upon the enemy. The position of
this battery nnderwent several chunges during the rest of the day, but
remained in the same immediate vieinity. Lientenant Livingston, hav-
ing recrossed the river with the brigade, took a position commanding
the ford, and about 12 m. opened upon the enemy’s cavalry, while at-
tempting to drive off some of our wagons which had erossed the river,
and were near a hospital we had established on the other side. They
were driven away with little booty.

The Datteries of General Wood’s division (Cox’s Tenth Indiana, Estep’s
Bighth Iudiana, and Bradley’s Sixth Ohio, all under command of Major
Race, of the First Ohio Artillery) fought with the brigades with which
they were serving. I had no occasion to give special orders to either of
them during the day. The batteries of General Palmer’s division served
with it during the morning, rendering good service. Oaptain Standart’s
battery (B, First Ohio) fell back with General Cruft’s brigade, and was
not again engaged daring the day.
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Captain Cockerill during the afternoon was srdered to the front, and
he took a position in the corn-field on the left of the woods, where the
enemy was making such desperate attempts to force back the left. At
this place Captain Cockerill was severely wounded in the foot, and the
command of the battery devolved upon Lieutenant Osbarn. Two guna
of this battery were disabled from their own firing, the axles being too
weak. One of the limbers of this battery was blown up during the day.
Lientenant Parsons, cotmmanding Batteries H and M, Fourth Artillery,
was ordered up to support the left about 4 p. m., and took a position in
rear of the woods near the railroad, and after he had expended all his
amwunition I sent Captain Swallow’s (Seventh Indiana) battery to
replace him. These batteries did much to repel the enemy, as he ad-
vanced with the evident determination to drive ns back at all hazards,
if pessible.

During the night the batteries were resupplied with ammunition, and
I directed them to take positions as follows, before daylight, viz: Lien-
tenaunt Livingston (Third Wisconsin), commanding ford on the extreme
left; Captain Swallow (Seventh Indiana)on his right near the railroad;
Lieutenant Stevens (Twenty-sixth Pennsylvania) also near railroad,
but on the left of Captain Swallow. The batteries of the First Division
between the railroad and the pike. Captain Bradley (Sixth Ohio) on
the left; Captain Cox (Tenth Indiana) on the right, and Lieutenant
Estep (Eighth Indiana) in the center. The Second Division batteries
near the pike, in reserve,

During the morning Lieutenant Livingston was directed to oross the
river; he was assigned a position by Colonel Beatty, and Oaptain
Swallow took his place commanding the ford. Lieutenant Parsons was
ordered to a position on General Roasseau’s front by General Rosecrans,
and Captain Cox was moved across the pike, near the Board of Trade
Battery, to support the right of his division, which had moved its right
to that point. After dark, Captain Standart was ordered to relieve the
Board of Trade Battery. !No firing, except now and then a shell at the
enemy’s pickets was fired, during the day.

January 2, early in the forenoon, the enemy opened his batteries, first
apon our left, which was not responded to, their shot and shell doing
eo harm. They then opened more furicnaly upon the troops and bat-
teries near the railroad and pike. Several of our batteries replied and
soon silenced them. When the enemy had nearly ceased firing, the
Board of Trade Battery (Captain Stokes) opened with canister upon
Captain Bradley’s battery and Colonel Harker's brigade, wonnding
several men and horses.

Captain Standart, with three pieces, Captain Bradley, Bixth Ohio,
and Lieutenant Estep, Bighth Indiana, retired a short distance to it
up, they having received more or less injury from the enemy. Captain
Bradley fell back on aceount of being fired into by Captain Stokes. He
returned to his former position after a little while, but Captain Standart
and Lieutenant Estep remained in reserve. I then ordered Lientenant
Parsons, with Batteries H and M, Fourth Artillery, to a position on
the ridge, to the right of Captain Swallow (who was on the highest
point of the ridge covering the ford), and Lieutenant Osburn, Battery
F, First Ohio, to a position perhaps 100 yards to the right of Tientenant
Parsous. During the afternoon Colonel Beatty changed the position
of Lieutenant Livingston’s (Third Wisconsiu) battery to near the hos-
pital, across the river.

About 4 p. m., while riding along the pike with General Crittenden,
we heard heavy firing of artillery and musketry on the left. We at
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once rode briskly over, and, arriving upon the hill near the ford, saw
ounr infantry retiring before the enemy. The general asked me if I could
not do something to relieve Colonel Beatty with my guns. Captain
Swallow had already opened with his battery. I ordered Lieutenant
Parsons to move a little forward and open with his guns; then rode
back to bring up Lieutenant Estep, with his Eighth Indiana Battery.
Meeting Captain Morton, with his brigade of Pioneers, e asked for
advice, and I told him to move briskly forward with his brigade, and
send his battery to the erest of the hill, near the batteries already en-
gaged. The Eighth Indiana Battery took position to the right of Lieu-
tenant Parsons. )

Seeing that Lientenant Osburn was in position (between Lieutenants
Parsonsand Estep),I rode to LientenantStevens(Twenty-sixth Pennsyl-
vania Battery), and directed him to change front, to fire to the left and
open fire ; and then to Captain Standart, aud directed him to move to
the left with his pieces; and he took position covering the ford. I
found that Captain Bradley had anticipated my wishes, and had changed
front to fire to the left, and opeped upon the enemy; this battery was
near the railroad. Lieutenant Livingston’s (Third Wisconsin) battery
(which was across the river) opened upon the advapncing enemy, and
eontinued to fire until he thought he could no longer maintain his posi-
tion, when he crossed over,one section at a time, and opened fire again.
The firing ceased about dark.

Duaring this terrible encounter of little more than an hour in duration
forty-three pieces of artillery, belonging to the left wing, the Boa
of Trade Battery of six gups, and the batteries of General Negley’s
division, about nine guns, making a total of about fifty-eight pieces,
opened fire upon the enemy. Theenemy soon retired, our troops follow-
ing; three batteries of the left wing, besides those of General Davis,
crossed the river in pursuit.

During this engagement Lieutenant Parsons had one of his howitzers
dismounted by a shot from the enemy, but it was almost immediately
replaced by one captured from the enemy, and bronght over by the
Nineteenth Illinois Regiment.

The following are the casualties, &e., in the several batteriea:

Enlisted
5 men. Horaes. . Guns, %
3 g & Ei
Dexigration of battery. | Commanding officer. EE B b
P 3 . P‘h .
AT TR
E B -g Ak g 2% & E
S o
BEILEHELEIERL
Batteries H and M, 4th | Lisut. C.C. Porsons.| ... 2|14 6|20 1f...... 2,200
Battery B, 1st Oldo. .. ..__.| Captein Standart...|..... glas| 8o || 1810
Battery T, 1st Ohlo*.. . .| Captein Cockerili ..{ 1| 2112 |....|24 |...0 27 1,080
Tth Indinna Battery. ......| Ciplain Bwallow. ... L 4 7| ... 3 4] #]eneeen . 408
3d Wisconain Dallery.... Lsi&utamnl. Living- {...... R 0 PR (1N PPN (RIS (R IR 358
n,
25th Pennsylvania Battery.| Lieutenant Stevens.|...... 2 T . Thooo]ea]oreanafoncnas 1, 850
Indiana Batiory ...... Lientepant Estep...|...... e B 815 4|l (11
th Indlana Battery....... aptaln Cox........ RPN I A N TN PR | SRR R PR 2| 1,442
#th Ohlo Batery.......... Captain Bradley 22| 1016) 8| B0D
Total.... ) mim s i8] 4| 1 4 10,18

*This baitery had a limber blown up on the 3lst.
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Captain Cockerill and Lieutenant Buckmar were both wounded on
the 31st. The former commanded Battery F, First Ohio, and the latter
belongs to the Seventh Indiana Battery.

Major Race, First Ohio Artillery, chief of artillery in the First Divis-
ion, and the several battery commanders, with their officers and men,
all, with one exception, deserve most gratefnl mention for their coolness
and bravery througheut the battle.

Lientenant Parsons, commanding Batteries H and M, Fourth Artil-
.ery, and his officers, Lieutenants Cushing and Hauntin gton, deserve
great credit for their courage under the hottest of the enemy’s fire;
they were probably under closer fire and more of it than any other bat-
tery in the left wing, and perhaps in the army. I am more than pleased
with the way they behaved, as well as the brave men that wers under
them, Captain Bradiey, Sixth Ohio Battery, deserves particular notice
for the manner in which he handled his battery.

The one exception above referred to is Lieut. Richacd Jervis, of the
Eighth Indiana, who i8 represented to have acted iu a very cowardly
manner, by retiring a section of the battery at a critical moinent, with-
out orders or notifying his battery commander.

I am, major, very respectfully, your most obedient gervant,
JOHN MENDENHALL,
Captain Fourth Artillory, Ohief of Artillery.
Maj. LYNE STARLING,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 96,
Reports of Brig. Gen., Thomas J. Wood, U. 8. Army, commanding First

NABHVILLE, TENN., January 6, 1863.

Si®: On the mornini of the 26th ultimo, the left wing of the Four-
teenth Army Corps broke up its encampment, in the vicinity of Nash-
ville, and moved toward the enemy. Reliable information assnred us
that he was encamped in force at and in the vicinity of Murfreeshor-
ough; but as his cavalry, supported occasionally by infantry, had ex-
tended it8 operations up to our outposts, and as we had been compelled
for some days previous to the movement on the 26th nltime to fight for
the greater part of the forage consumed by the animals, it was supposed
we should meet with resistance as soon as our troops passed beyond the
line of our outposts. Nor was this expectation disappointed.

The order of march on the first day of the movement placed the Sec-
ond Division, General Palmer, in advance, followed by my own. Sev-
eral miles northward of La Vergne, a small hamlet nearly equidistant
between Nashville and Murfreeshorough, parties of the enemy were
encountered by our advance gnard, a cavalry force, and a rurning fight
at once commenced. The country occupied by these bodies of hostile
troops affords ground pecnliarly favorable for a small foree to retard the
advance of a larger one. Large cultivated fields occur at intervals on
either side of the turnpike road, but the country between the cultivated
tra}ct.s is densely wooded, and much of the woodland interspersed with
thick groves of cedar. The face of the country is unduolating, presenting
a succession of swells and subsidences. This brief descripti,on is appli-
cable to the whole country between Nasghville and Murfreesborengh,
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where we lay in line till after sundown. Orders were received o ad.
vance upon Murfreesborough that night. I wasin command of the com-
panies of skirmishers, and immediately threw them across the river, and
commenced the ascent of the opposite heights.

Passing the skirt of woods, we encountered the enemy’s skirmishers
strongly posted to the front on the crest of the hill, and on my left
behind a rail fence. A galling fire brought our line to a halt, but we
soon cleared the hill, and, advancing over the crest, we found ourselves
within 30 paces of a regiment of rebels, who, in their confusion, were
rallying with great difficulty. I at onee retired the line to the woods,
where we remained till the whole brigade had recrossed, when we were
quietly withdrawn. :

Sergoant Snider, acting orderly, was wounded in the face, which was
the only injury our regiment suffered. The regiment itself crossed the
stream in good order, under fire of the rebel skirmishers, and remained
in line behind the skirt of woods till it recrossed with the brigade.

Tuesday we lay in bivouac near the river, and went on picket at
night. In accordance with Colonel Harker’s order, we were ready to
move at daybreak, with 60 rounds of cartridges to a man.

‘We received marching orders about 8 a. m., and moved at once for-
ward, The enemy’s sharpshooters and a battery on the opposite hill
began a fierce fire of ball and sbell npon ns as we returned up the
heights. When op the summit, a shell exploded in the ranks of Com-
pany B, killing I and wounding 2. We double.quicked, under a storm
of shell, after the brigade, which was some distance ahead, moving to
the support of the right wing. When the brigade was formed to ad-
vance through the open field to the right of General Van Cleve's divis-
ion, our regiment was placed on the left of the front line, with the Fifty-
first Regiment Indiana Volunteers on our right and the Seventy-third
Regiment Indiana Volunteers to our rear. Company I, Captain Ohris-
tophel, was deployed to the front as skirmishers, but, having suffered
severely, was, in a short time, relieved by Company H, Lieutenant
Brown. When near the skirtof timber protruding from the main foreat,
we marched by the right flank to support the Sixth Ohio Battery. We
were again moved toward the enemy and placed behind a rise of grouund.
‘We suddenly found them in line at a short distanee, and immediately
ocommenced firing. The enemy, thongh in brigade front, three columna
deep, staggered, concealed himself as far as possible, and did not ven-
ture to advance under our fire.

Meanwhile, General Van Cleve’s division giving way, the line of the
enemy on our left advancing, completely outflanked us, and we were suf-
fering under a raking cross-fire. 'We held the position for about thirty
minutes, and fell back, in accordance with orders; formed behind the
Beventy-third Regiment Indisna Volunteers, and moved by the flank to
oppose the advancing right of the enemy. We took our position behind
a rail fence, and again held the enemy in check for about twenty min-
utes. At length, being nearly cut off by the enemy on the right, we
retired belind the line of battle, resting in the wood near the pike.

We had suffered aeverely; ot of 16 officers with the regiment, 2 had
been killed and 8 wounded. Second Lieutenant Van Kirk, command-
ing Compsny A, fell in the advance; Captain Christophei, of Company
1, some time in the retreat. Both were doing their duty unflinchingly
and manfully. Licutenant-Colonel Cassil having been disabled by the
fall of his horse at the second stand of the regiment, I then teok com-
mand. We rejoined onr division at night near the position we left in
the morning.
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On Tharsday, January 1, we lay in front, in support and to the right
of the dixth Qhio Battery, during the furious cannonading, and were
annhoyetl by sharpshooters during the whole day. We picketed at
night.

Our skirmishers covered the front on Friday. The regiment lay in &
little clumyp of wood, in sipport of the battery, and exposed to the most
terrific shelling during the morning. In the afternoon our skirmishers,
in conjunction with those of the brigade, cleared the woed in front of
rebel skirmishers and sbarpshooters; were in turn shelled out, and
again took possession and held it.

Near night, and the close of the ergagement on the left, we moved
over the river, threw up a defense of rails to the front, and remained
there through the rain till morning. We were retired ill Saturday
night, when we again picketed the left front. About 2 a. m. Sunday
we were marched back.to our present bivonac.

The following is the list of the casualties of the regiment: Lieutenant-
Golonel Cassil, severe sprain by the fall of his horse; Major Whitbeck,
slightly wounded in the neck; Adjutant Massey, severely in leg aud
slightly in face and hip; Capts. Jacob Ohristophel, kiiled, and Voor-
hees, through the side; First Lieutenant (ardner, throngh side; Sec-
ond Lieutenants Van Kirk, killed; Markel, through hip; Browun, in
the shoulder, and Pealer, through thigh, and Acting Seeond Lienteuant
Rook, in thigh.

Of 382 enlisted men in the engagements during the weelk, 34 were
killed, 100 wounded, and 38 missing; total, 172, Of the missing, some
are known to be prisoners, others are serving in hospitals, and a few
stragglers are still coming up.

I will not particularize when all, officers and men, condacted them-
selves so coolly and fought so determinedly againat such desperate odds;
nor need I mention their patience under such privations and exposures

in midwinter.
HORATIO N. WHITBECK,
Major, Commanding Sixty-fifth Regiment Ohio Volunteers.
Captain COULTER,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Third Brigade.

No. 118,

Report of Brig. Gen. John M. Palmer, U. 8. Army, commanding Second
Division,
Hopqges. SECOND Div,, LEFT WiNg, FOURTEENTH A. O,
DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND,
Camp near Murfreesborough, -Tenn., January 9, 1863,

MAJor: T have the honor to submit, for the information of the gen-
eral commanding, the following report of the operations of this division
from and including December 27 up to and inclading January 4, in-
stant:

At 11.20 a. m,, December 27, while in camp near La Vergne, I received
orders to move forward, fullowing the division of General Wood, and to
detach a brigade, to proceed by the Jefferson pike, and seize the bridge
across Stewart's Creek. The duty of conducting this operation was as-
signed to Colonel Hazen. How well and skiilfally it was done will be
secu by his report, which is herewith forwarded.

The brigades of Cruft and Grose reached the west bank of Stewart's
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Oreek late in the afternoon of the 27th, and bivouacked there until the
morning of the 29th. ) o
(i)urigg all the day (Sunday, 28th) the enemy’s pickets were in sight
across the creek, firing apon us occasionally at long range, but did us
harm.
110011 Monday morning, December 29, at 9 o’elock, 1 was ordered to de-
ploy one regiment as skirmishers; to dispose my other troops B0 as fo
support it, and move forward at 10 o’clock precisely, and continue to
advance until the enemy were found in position. This disposition was
made. A few minutes before 10 o’clock, Parsons was ordered to shell
the woods to our front, and at 10 o’clock Grose's brigade moved for-
ward, skirmishing with thed enemy, supported by the First Brigade,
» having yet joined me, .
Ha;fg c]:)gttm?a,nd gdsi'an%ed steadily, driving the light force of rebel skir-
mishers before it to the top of the hill, some 14 miles on this side of
Stewart’s Creek ; and, being under the impression that the divisions of
Wood and Negley were to advance with me, to my right and left, I
for them to come up. .
haﬂeg‘ fgwtminutes Wood’g) advance came up on the left of the pike, and
the two divisions moved forward, constantly skirmishing (though much
heavier on Wood’s front than my own), to the ground occupied that
night, afterward the theater of the battle of the 31st. )
During the day the casualties were 10 wounded in Grose’s brigade;
verely.
nogel;l St?le morning of the 30th, my division was formed as follows: The
Third Brigade (Grose's) in two lines, the left resting on the pike; First
Brigade (Cruft's) to the right, extending across the point of woods, his
extreme right retired to connect with General Eeg}eyfs left, and Hazen's
brigade in reserve. There was considerable skirmishing during the day,
the greater portion of which fel! upon Cruft’s brigade, which was in rather
unpleasant prozimify o a point of woods, to bis front and right, held
by the enemy in strong force.
yAboun 4 o’)élock, 1 w%,s ordered to advance and open upon the enemy
with all my artillery. This was not done, probably, as soon as the order
coutemplated, The ground occupied by the batteries at the time the
order was received was low and confined. Upon pushing forward the
skirmishers of the First Brigade to clear the way to a good artillery
position, in the open field to the front, the rebels were found numerouy
and stubborn., Learning very soon that a mere demonstration was in-
tended, all my batteries opened, and I am satisfied damaged the enemy
congicerably. The skirmish attending this movement was quite brigk,
the troops engag?id doing themselves great credit. This closed the
erations of the day. ) ) .
op()n the morning osfr‘ the 3lst, Cruft’s brigade retained its position of
the day before. Hazen's brigade had relieved Grose, who had fallen
back to a point some 200 yards to the rear, and was formed in two lines
nearly opposite the intervals between the First and Second Brigadea,
Standart’s battery on the extreme right, and Parsons’ near the center.
Early in the worning I rede to the right of my own cominaud, and
then the battle had commenced on the extreme right of the line. Boon
afterward, near 8 o’clock, General Negley, through one of his statf,
informed me he was about to advance, and requested me to advauce to
cover his left. 1 gave notice of this to the general commanding, and a
few minutes later received orders to move forward. I at orce ordered
General Oruft to advance, keeping closed up well toward Negley ﬁ Colo.-
nel Hazen to go forward, observing the movements of Wood’s right, and
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Grose to steadily advance, supporting the advance brigades, and all to
use their artillery freely.

My line had advanced hardly 100 yards, when, upon reaching my own
right, I found that Geperal Negley had, instead of advancing, thrown
back his right, so that his line was almost perpendicular to that of Crnft,
and to his rear; and it was also apparent that the enemy were driving
General MeCook back, and were rapidly approaching our rear,

Cruft’s line was halted by my order. I rode to the left to make some
disposition to meet the coming storm, and by the time I reached the
open gronnd to the south of the pike, the heads of the enemy’s column
had forced their way into the open ground to my rear.

To order Grose to change front to the rear was the worlk of a moment,
and he obeyed the order almost as soon as given, retiring his new left so
a8 to bring the enemy under the direet fire of his line, He opened npon
them in fine style and with great effect, and held his ground until the
enemy was driven back.

In the mean time General Negley’s command had, to some extent,
become compromised by the confusion on tire right, and my First Bri-
gade was exposed in front and flank to a severe attack, which also now
extended along my whole front. Orders were sent to Colonel Hazen to
fall back from the open cotton-field into which he had moved. He fell
back a short distance, and a regiment from Wood’s division, which Lad
occupied the crest of a low wooded hill between the pike and the rail-
road, having been removed, he took Possession of that, and there resisted
the enemy.

At that time, near 11 o'clock, as I think, my command was all en-
gaged with the enemy ; Hazen on the railroad ; oneor two regiments to
the right; some troops in the point of woods south of the cottou-field,
and a short distance in advance of the general line, among whom I was
only able to distinguish the gallant Colonel Whitaker and his Sixth
Kentucky. Still farther to the right Cruft was fighting, aided by Stan-
dart’s guns, and to the rear Grose was fighting, with apparently great
odds against him,

All were acquitting themselves nobly, and ail were hard pressed. I
could see that Grose was losing a great many men, bt the importance
of Hazen’s position determined me, if necessary to do so, to expend the
last man in bolding it. I gave ey attention from that time chiefly to
that point.

The One hundredth Iliinois came up on the lett of the railroad, and
fought steadily. As soon as Colonel Grose was relieved of the enemy
in his rear, he again changed front, moved to the left, and co-operated
with Colonel Hazen. OQne regiment was sent to my support from Gen-
eral Wood’s command, which behaved splendidly. [regretmy inability
either to name the regiment or its officers, Again and again the attack
was renewed by the ezemy, and each time repulsed, and the gallant men,
w(h(l; 1El.ad 80 bravely struggled to hold the Pposition, occupied it during the
night.

For further details of the day’s operations, I respectially refer to the
reports of the brigade and regimental commanders, which are herewith
forwarded, and confess my obligations to them all for their assistance
during the day.

Brigadier-General Cruft deserves great praise for 8o long holding the
important position occupied by Lim on onr right, and for skillfully extri-
cating his command from the mass of confusion around it.

Standart fought his guns until the enéiny was upon him, and then
brought them off safely, while the Second Kentnecky brought off by hand
three guns abandoned by General N. egley’s division,
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Colonel Hazen proved himself a brave and abte soldier by the courage
und skill exhibited in forming and sheltering his troops, and in organ.
izing and fighting all the materizls around him for the maintenance of
his important position.

Colone! Grose exhibited great coolness and bravery, and fought
against great odds. He was under my eye during the whole day, and
I could see nothing to improve in his wanagement of his command.

I shrink from the task of specially mentioning regiments or regi-
mental officers. All did their duty, and from my imperfect acquaint-
ance with regiments, I am apprehensive of injurious mistakes.

I recognized during the Dattle the FForty-first Ohio, which fought until
it expended its last cartridge, and was then relieved by the noble Ninth
Indiana, which came into line under a heavy fire with a shout which
inspired all with confidence. The Eighty-fourth, One hundredth, and
One hundred and tenth Illinois I kuew—all new regiments, and all so
fought that even the veterans of Shiloh and other bloody fields bad no
ocecasion to boast over them. The Eighty-fourth stood its ground until
more than one-third its numbers were killed or wounded. The Bixth
and Twenty-fourth Ohio, the Twenty-third Kentucky, and the Thirty-
sixth Indiana were pointed out to me, and I recognized the brave Colo-
nel Whitaker and his fighting men doing soldiers’ duty. I only saw the
regiments of Cruft's brigade fighting early in the day. I had no fears
for them where valor could win. Indeed, the whole division fought like
soldiers trained under the rigid discipline of the lamented Nelson, and
by their courage proved that they had caught a large portion of bis
heroic and unconquerable spirit.

During the whole day I regarded the battery, under the command of
Lieutenant Parsons, assisted by his lieutenants, Cushing and Hunting-
ton, as my right arm, and well did the brilliant condnet of these cour-
ageous and skillful young officers justify my confidence. My orders to
Parsons were simple: ¢Ifight where you can do the most good.” Never
were orders better obeyed.

The reported conduct of the other batteries attached to the division
is equally favorable. They were in other parts of the field.

y personal staff, Captain Norton, scting assistant adjatant-general;
Lientenants Simmons and Child ; Croxton, ordnance officer; Hayes, di-
vision topographical engineer, and Shaw, Seventh IHinois Cavalry,
were with me all day on the field, and carried my orders everywhere
with the greatest courage. Lieutenant Simmons was severely injured
by a fragment of a shell,

On Japuary 1, this division was relieved and placed in reserve.

On Friday, the 2d, Grose's brigade was ordered over the 1iver to the
lef$, to support the division of Colonel Beatty, and during the action the
brigade of Colonel Hazen was also ordered over to co-operate with
Grose; while the First Brigade (Cruft’s) was posted to support a bat-
tery on thé hill near the ford. For an account of the part the Second
and Third Brigades took in the affair of Friday afternoon, reference is
had to reports of the officers in command. '

Daring the heavy cannonade the First Brigade maintained its posi-
tions with perfect coolness. While the engagement was going on across
the river, a rebel force of what seemed to be three small regiments en-
tered the clump of woods in front of the position of our batteries on the
hill near the ford. These troops were in musket range of our right,
acrods the creek, and I determined at once to dislodge them.

Seeing two regiments, one of which was commanded by Colonel (Jiven,
and the other by Colonel Altemire, I ordered them to advance to the
edge of the woods and deploy some companies as skirmishers. They
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obeyed me cheerfully and pushed in. Not being willitg to leave the
repulse of the enemy a matter of doubt, or to expose the brave fellows
to the danger of heavy loss, I ordered up two of Oruft’s 1eguments, and
upon approaching the edge of the woods halted them—told them it was
my purpose to clear the woods at the point of the bayonet. To inspire
them with coolness and confidence, the preparations for the charge were
made with great deliberation. To get the proper direction for the line,
guides were thrown out and the proper changes were made, bayenets
fixed, and these two regiments, Thirty-first Indiana and Ninetieth Ohio,
ordered to clear the woods. They went in splendidly. It was done so
quickly that the rebels had hardly time to discharge their pieces. They
fled with the ntmost speed. All these regiments behaved handsomety.
With this report will be forwarded a list of the casualties of my com-
mand, and from its fearful proportions demonstrates its hard service,

List of casuqgliies.

Wounded. Missing.
s13]4108 % A IFRE:
i) | &
IEREAE AEIERERR
First Brigade, .ooeereneeeeiiainnn. S 44 4“4 2 218 287 0] 120 128 307
Second Brigade.. .. 1] 4| 48| a7 318 mes|...... 62) 52| 438
Third Brigade ..... Jd ow) o w| = €56 | 478 |...o. %l T 65
S:andart's battery. ... . 5 5. 12 | - PO 3 20
Parsona” battery ... 2 2. 14 14 |eeeres [ 8 2
Cockerill's battery ... 2 2 1 13 14 2| 18
Total® sooeenmrmonurneeeees| 35| 181 | 208 m’ 1,081} 1,080 6| 257 283 1,549

T have the honor to be, very respecifully,
J. M. PALMER,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.
Maj. LYNE STARLING,
Assistant Adjutant-General and Chief of Staff, de.

No. 119.

Report of Surg. Mason G. Sherman, Niuth Indiana Imfantry, Acting
Medical Director.

HogpPITAL OF THE SECOND DIvisioN, LEFT WING,
ARMY OF THE CUMBERLAND,
January —, 1863,
81B: As acting medical director of your division, I have the honor
to respectfully submit the following report of casnalties in the severa}
days’ battle before Murfreesborough:

Number of killed in the First Brigade ueocoveieiiocien e cvraenvaeveeas 43
Wounded. .. .ooooi e i iaananaen s 185
Number of killed in the Second Brigade 50
Wounded severely, ¥7; alightly, 215 .............. .
Number of killed in the Third Brigade.... ... cooevmemo e vrercacn caecmeaan 8%
Wounded 8VaTOLY ... ..ccu cruerean tamomencaeane cem rraees rnmsenenenanaans 454

Total killed and wounded® ... .....coimenn iiesncncnrnceemenmeemnen-. 1,143

* Bui see revised statement, pp. 212, 213,
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From the fact that our hospital was nearer the battle-field than any
other, we were during the fight necessarily crowded with hundreds of
the wounded from other divisions, making our duties very responsible
and laborious; and I cannot, in justice, submit this report without
making honorable mention of all the medical officers in your division,
They have shown themselves equal to their responsible duties, and
bavre been untiring in their efforts both day and night to alleviate the
sufferings of the wounded who have come under their notice ; and more
capecially would I make honorable mention of Dr. J. B. Armstrong, act-
ing brigade surgeon of the First Brigade, and Dr. 8. H. Kersey, acting
brigade surgeon of the Third Brigade, who were selected as operating
surgeons, and they have proved themselves abundantly competent to
the task, and have not allowed themselves one moment's rest while the
suffering needed their attention.

Their devotion to their suffering fellow-soldiers should win for tham
the esteem and unbounded confidence of all who know them.

Very respectfulily,
M. G. SHERMAN,
Acting Medical Director, Second Dirvision, Left Wing
Department of the Cumberland.
Brig. Gen. J. M. PALMER,
Commanding Division.

No. 120,

Report of Capt. William E. Standart, Battery B, First Ohio Light Artd
lery.

JANUARY —; 1863,

On December 28, was ordered to mareh ; took up line of march toward
Murfreeshorongh ; in the afternoon moved to the front, and fired on the
enemy at and in the vicinity of La Vergne. One man wounded by pre-
mature discharge,

December 27, 28, and 29, no casualties.

December 30, was ordered to the right of the Twenty-second Brigade,
and in the afternoon fired at long range for one hour; 1 horse killed,

December 31, in the morning took same position; was soon ordered
to advance and move in connection with Brigadier-General Negley’s
division, which was on wy right, the battery being on the right of the
Twenty-second Brigade. General Cruft’s brigade, General Negley’s
division, not moving to the front, and the artillery that was on my left
being moved off, changed our section from the right to the left of the
Twenty-second Brigade.

The fight at this time was general along our front and right and leit
of our position near the fence. The enemy showing himself in great
numbers on the left, brought all the guns to bear on the cotton-field.
The division of General Negley at this time gave way; we received a
heavy fire from our right, held our position for a short time, and, the
ammunition being expended, were forced to retire, the enemy following
us close.

The caisson was ordered out and pieces followed. Had 86 rounds in
the boxes when went to the supply trains, filled up the limbers of the
pieces, and sent the caisson to the rear, it being all the ammunition that
I counld get.

Loss: Killed, 1; wounded (3 since died), 9; missing, 2; 15 horses
killed.
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In the afternoon of January 1, 1 was ordered up the pike by Ge.eral
Rosecrans. Not baving anything to do, was ordered to relieve Captain
Stokes' (Chicago Board of Trade) battery. Lieutenant Baldwin took
the same position with three pieces, and Lieatenant Sturges, with three
Dieces, as was oceupied by Captain Stokes’ battery.

In the morning the enemy opened a heavy fire on the three pieces of
Lieutenant Baldwin, who was soon forced to retire, Lost 1 man killed
and 5 horses. Lieutenant Sturges, not replying to the enemy’s fire, re-
tained his position. In the afternocon was ordered to the left with three
pieces, and opened fire as the enemy was being successfully repulsed,
Remained on the field for the night.

On January 3, in the evening, Lieutenant Sturges opened fire on the
woods in his front, and the enemy’s pickets being driven back, was re-
lieved from picket duty. One thousand six hundred and ten rounds of
ammunition expended. The battery wagon, being ameong the wagon
trains, was broken down; the axles have been used to repair carriages,
and contents have been taken by different batteries. Lieutenants Bald.
win and Sturges, as well as every one in the battery, did their whole
duty.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant
W. E. STANDART,
Captain Battery B, First Ohio Light Artillery.

Brigadier-General PALMER,

Commanding Second Division, Left Wing of the Army.

No. 121.
Report of Lieut. Norval Osburn, Battery F, First Ohio Light Artillery.

Hpqrs, BATTERY F, FigsT OHIO LIGHT ARTILLERY,
January —, 1863,

SIe: I have the honor fo submit the following report of the part
taken by Battery F, First Regiment Ohio Volunteer Artillery, in the
march from Naghville, and the recent engagements near Murfreesbor-
ough, Tenn. :

Our battery numbered on the morning of December 26, 1862, 125 en
listed men and 3 commissioned officers, Oapt. Daniel T. Cockerill com.
manding.

We left our camp, near Nashville, about 9 a. m. December 26, 1862,
receiving orders from you te march with the Nineteenth Brigade, com-
manded by Col. W, B. Hazen, Went into camp late in the evening
:haa.rdLa Vergne, having taken no part in any of the skirmishing, during

e day.

December 27, received orders to move with the Nineteenth Brigade
on the Smyrna pike. 'We came upon the enemy’s cavalry at the crosa-
ing of the railroad. Colonel Hazen ordered a section of our battery to
the front. Our cavalry made a brilliant charge, and drove the enemy
beyond the Stewart’s Creek Bridge, when the enemy rallied, under cover
of a wood, and formed. We threw a few well-directed shell into their
lines, which dispersed them, killing some 2 or 3, as we afterward ascer
tained. Bivounacked near the bridge for the night.

December 28 (Sunday), remained on the same ground during the day.

December 28, we moved with the Nineteenth Brigade to the Murirees-
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again dislodged him, after which the advance was continned. We fired
no more during the day, and af night moved into park, in rear of the
line of battle, 3 miles from Murfreesborough.

On the morning of the 30th the enemy’s artillery opened upon Clox’s
battery, to our left and front. During a spirited cannonading one of
his shells struck in Battery H, killing 1 private, 1 horse, and wounding
1 sergeant. We moved at once into the position assigned us by Gen-
eral Palmer, and formed the batteries en échelon, supported on the left
by the Tenth, and on the right by the Twenty-second Brigade. I found
no occasion, however, to open fire until about 4 p. m., when, upon re-
ceiving information that sn artillery demonstration from the left wing
to support our right, then hotly pressed, was necessary, we commenced
shelling the enemy’s rifle-pits beyond the brick house; at the same
time elevating the range of the rifled pieces, in order, if possible, to
awaken the enemy’s batteries. Tbe latter effort was successful; but
after exchanging a few shots, during which but 1 of my men was wounded,
the enemy’s fire was silenced. Satisfied that my position was an unfit
one for artillery at night, I retired from the cedars after dark and went
into park in the open field bebind them.

On the morning of the 318t I thought it most in aceordance with my
instructions from General Palmer to remain in the position where I
then was, in order to check the advance of the enemy, should he turn
our right. At about 8§ a. m. our infantry came falling back from the
pine wood in this direction, when our batteries were swung around and
brought at once into action. The approach of the enemy was parallel,
instead of perpendicular, to our front, and when he had arrived within
about 300 yards we opened upon his first line and column of reserves
an enfilade fire of canister. The attempt to advance was continued for
a few mowents ; then an effort to change front was followed by a feeble
charge upon the batteries, when, upon being repulsed, the enemy fell
back beyond our view. He reappeared shortly afterward to our left;
but again, upon receiving our ftire, fell back, and a portion of our in-
fantry. 1 then fook position upon the slight elevation, nearer the pike,
in season to assist in checking the enemy’s advance upon General Rous-
sean’s position ; after which both batteries changed front and opened fire,
by order of Geveral Palmer, upon the brick house, to co-operate with
Colonel Hazen’s brigade. So soon as I believed the enemy dislodged
from this position, our pieces were moved to the front and directed upon
his infantry, advancing into the cedar wood formerly held by the Twenty-
second Brigade, The evemy, meanwhile, directed one of his batteries
upon us, but I did not think it proper to reply, so long as our ammuni-
fion could be used with better effect upon his infantry. At abont 12 m.,
just as I had nearly given out of ammunition, I received orders from
Captain Mendenhall to retire.

At about 4 o’clock I moved to the front, by order of General Palmer,
and from the elevation on either side of the railroad opened upon the
enemy’s infantry. His advance was effectually checked, and at sunset
I was ordered to retire and refit.

At daylight, January 1, we moved to a position on General Rous-
seau’s front, where I was ordered by General Rosecrans. Except for
the fire of the enemy’s sharpshooters, whom we dispersed at intervals
by firing spherical case, we were not actively engaged during the day,
and at night retired to a position near the pike, where our horses were
fed and watered.

During the night and on the next morning I was ordered by differ-
ent officers to resume my previous position. I was obliged to decline
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obeying these orders, owing to those I had received from Captain Men-
denball, directing me to await his own. The position in which I was
placed by thiz conflict of orders was exceedingly painful, but I found
myself justified by subsequent events.

At about 4 p. m. of the 2d instant, after I had been placed in posi-
tion by Captain Mendenhall on an elevation near Negley’s division, two
of the enemy’s batteries opened upon ns from the front, while a third
gave signal for his last attack upon our left. I advanced the four rifles,
holding my howitzers in reserve for the shortest range. The batteries
around me were silenced far too soon, for when my rifled ammunition
was exhaunsted I found that some scoundrel had led off-my caissons, and
I was left only with the howitzers to reply to the enemy’s conecentrated
artillery fire. Fortunately, Captain Swallow’s battery came up beside
us, and the crest of the hill was held until our re-enforcements came up,
when, with the assistance of Captain Stokes’ battery, the enemy’s guns
were silenced.

We ceased firing, with our last shot exhausted. We have not again
been engaged or under fire. I have to remark, in this connection, that
if through the five consecutive days, doring which we were thus more
or less severely engaged, we expended an unusnal amount of ammuni-
tion, it must be recognized that we have been longer, and, in general,
more closely engaged than perhaps any other batteries of the army, and
that nearly all our ammunition has been expended at short range.

The following are our casualties, &c.: Number of men killed, 2; num-
ber of men wounded, 14; number of men missing, 6; horses killed, 2¢;
pieces disabled, 1; rounds of ammanition fired, 2,299,

In place of the piece disabled, the Nineteenth Ulinois gave me one cap-
tured by them from the enemy.

I do myself honor, sir, in asking your attention to the efficient and
meritorious services of Lieuts. Harry C. OCushing and Henry A. Hunt-
ingtou, both ot the Fourth T. 8. Artillery. Disregarding all personal
exposure under all circumstances, and especially during the hottest
fires of December 31 and 2d instant, these gailant officers discharged
their duty with such coolness and fidelity that they deserve my most
grateful mention.

My brave men look for their reward to the generous appreciation
which has been freely offered them by the troops with whom they fought
and the general commanding the division in which they serve.

1 am, eaptain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHASB. €. PARSONS,
First Lieutenant Fourth U. 8. Artillery, Comdg. Buattalion.

Capt. D. W, NorTON,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 123.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Charles Oruft, U. 8. Army, commanding First Eri
gade, including skirmish at La Vergne, December 26,

Hogrs. FIRST BRIGADE, SECOND D1visioN, LEFT WING,
In the Field, before Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 8, 1863.
Carramn: Iherewith submit, for the consideration of the general com
manding the division, the following report of the operations of this bri-
gade in the recent action before Murfreesborough, Tenn. :
The brigade broke eamp, near Nushville, on the morning of the 26th
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ultimo. The effective infantry strength of the command on leaving
camp was 1,207, It consisted of the First Kentucky Volunteers, Col.
D. A. Enyart; Second Kentacky Volunteers, Col. T. D. Sedgewick ;
Thirty-first Indiana Volunteers, Col. Jobn Osborn, aud Ninetieth Ohio
Volunteers, Col. 1. N. Ross. Captain Standart’s Ohio battery, Company
B, First Regiment, was attached to the command for temporary service.

After passing the picket lines near Nashrville, this brigade had the
advance, preceded by a portion of Colonel Kennett’s cavalry command.
After various trifling skirmishes and some artillery firing, the enemy’s
skirmishers were forced into the village of La Verne. Here quite a force
of cavalry, artillery, and infantry (or dismounted cavalry) of the enemy
disputed the occupancy of the place. General Palmer ordered me to
drive the enemy from the woods on the left and take possession of the
village fromn that quarter if daylight would permit. The Thirty-first
Tndiana and First Kentncky Volunteers were placed under command
of Colonel Enyart and sent by me to accomplish this. Colonel Murray,
of the Third Bentucky Cavalry, having been ordered to report to me for
temporary daty, was placed upon the left flank of these regiments, and
with his commmand acted very handsomely in protecting it and scouring
the woods beyond,

The regiments above named advaneed, toward nightfall, under cover
of the cedars on the left, and finding the enemy in foree near the frame
church on the west of Stony Creek, attacked him, and, after a sharp
discharge of musketry, ran in on a bayonet charge and routed him
forcing him across the creek and occupying the west bank. Our line o%
skirmishers was then placed in the field beyond the ereek and along the
outskirts of the village. The conduet of both regiments and all their
officers in this skirmish was excellent.

The casnalties in my command were 8 wounded.

The Thirty-first Indiana was withdrawn to the rear to-encamp, and
Colonel Enyart, with his regiment (First Kentucky) and a section of
artillery, under Lientenant Newell, was left to occnpy the position until
morning. .

On tigle 27th ulfimo the brigade reached Stewart’s Creek, and went
into camp at night.

On the 28th (Sunday), the command lay at Stewart’s Creek, one-half
of the brigade on picket duty.

On the 29th, the brigade advanced from Stewart’s Creek in line of
battle across the field, and at night took position in the front, on the
right of the Naghville turnpike, in the cedars, near Cowan’s burnt house,
about 3} miles west from Murfreesborough. An effective line of skir-
mishers was thrown forward and the open ground to our front firmly
held.

On the 30th, the brigade rested in position, helding the peint of woods
where it was bivonacked, and the line of pickets to the front daring the
fierce engagement which ocenrred on the right of our line, During the
night the Second Kentucky Volunteers (Colonel Sedgewick) was on
picket duty.

This regiment succeeded in driving the enemy’s picket from the crest
in the field near the burnthouse. His temporary shelters along the row
of peach trees on the lane, some 60 yards east of the burnt house, were
occupied by my troops after a sharp vight skirmish, and held by them
against two charges of cavalry until daylight the following morning.
No pains were spared to explain wy position during the night. Sup-
port was promised on my left, but did not come, If re-enforced on the
flank, this position could probably have been held. One-half the effective

e
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foree of my brigade was kept out all night on picket, ing to hold
this advanced line. The attempt was paftiaily srlx)ccess%utlr.y I% was s?:s-
pected that the enemy had riffe-pits and a large force beyond the crest:
bat the best reconnaissance I conld make by night could not furnish the
facts. Subsequent knowledge evinced the correctness of the supposi-
tion, and also demonstrated the faet that 5,000 troops could not have
taléeg BI.Ed held the crest which my brigade of 1,200 attempted to reach
an OlG.

On the 31st ultimo an order was received from the general com-
manding division, about 8 a. m., to advance in line, with the brigade
supporting me on the right and left. The brigade was promptly put
In motion, formed in two lines, as follows: The Second Kentucky and
Thirty-first Indiana Volunteers (ander general charge of Colonel Sedge-
wick as ranking officer) constituting the front line, and First Kentucky
and Ninetieth Ohio (ander general charge of Colonel Enyart as ranking
officer) forming the second line; Captain Standart's artillery was formed
in half-battery on each flank of the front line, The brigade, by this
formation, exhibited,a front of, say, 600 men, or less thau a full regi-
ment. Colonel Hazen’s brigade was in position on my left and rear
and brigades of General Negley’s division on the right. Upon giviné
the orders to advance, my skirmishers ran rapidly forward from the
wood and engaged those of the enemy in the open field. They drove
them, and my front lize advanced promptly up to the rail fence in the
marlgim of the w;;c;ds. Th?l enemly (;lpush]t;d toward us rapidly, and charged
my Line in great force and in solid rank. The fight b
and obstinate about 9 a. m. EH% hocame very severe

My troops fought with heroism. Every officer and soldier acted well,
and seemed to me to accomplish more than could be expected of him.
For sturdy endurance, stalwart bravery, and manly courage, it does not
seem to me that the conduct of these two regiments here conld be sur-
passed. The enemy were driven back, although superior in numbers
His charge was made in two lines, with the appearance of a four-rank
formation, and in most admirable order and discipline.

After the first repulse, and before my line could be advanced, the
enemy made a second charge (reserving fire until a close approach was
had), which w28 more farious than before, The Second Kentucky and
Thirty-first Indiana nobly held their ground, and, after some thirty min-
utes’ well-directed fire, drove him back again for a short distance.

A respite of a few minutes in active firing enabled me to execute a
passage of lines to the front, to relieve the first line, the ammaunition of
which was nearly exhansted. This maneuver was well executed, con-
sidering that it was done under a brisk fire of the enemy’s skirmishers
the cross-fire of flanking parties that had already passed to the righf’:
and left of the line, and in face of two of the enemy’s batteries.

The rear line (now front) was soon actively engaged. I attempted
with it to assail the enemy, and ordered an advance. The First Ken-
tucky, Colonel Enyart, on the right of the line, made a gallant charge
and drove the enemy before it, roghing forward to the crest of ‘the hill’
clear beyond and to the right of the burnt house. The fire was so severé
from the enemy’s force at the burnt house, on the left, that the order t¢
move up the Ninetieth Ohio was countermanded ; not, however, until
many of the officers and men of this gallant regiment had pressed for-
ward over the fence in line with the old First Kentucky,

The sad list of the killed and wounded of the Ninetieth and First
Regiments speaks londly of the courage and manhood they evinced in
this charge. Standart, with his gallant gunpers, was throwing in grape
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and canister from the flanks as my men ran forward to the charge, and
thinning the enemy’s ranks. He was too strong for us, however, and
soon my gallant advance was beaten back to the point of woods. This
point was still held. The brigade on the left was never pressed ap to
my front, and left me exposed from this quarter. General Negley’s
brigade, on the right, first advanced with me, but, yielding to the im-
pulsive charge of the enemy, broke up, and a portion of it drifted in
disorder immediately to my rear, and left me exposed to the cross-fire
of the enemy from the woods on the right. We were now completely
flanked, Our own troops impeded my retreat. Cannosn, caissons, artil-
lery wagons, and bodies of men in wild retreat filled the road and
woods to my rear, precluding everything like proper and orderly retreat.
Captain Standart’s artillery ammupition was failing rapidly. He was
shifting front: constantly to keep off the enemy. The cartridges of my
men were becoming short. Messages were sent to the rear for re-en-
forcements and for the reserve brigade of the division. The cnemy’s
fire was upon three sides of my position, and apparently exaectly to the
rear, in the wooeds. It was impossible to get ammaunition up, to com-
municate with the general commanding the division, or to obtain re-
enforcements. _

In this condition the ground was still held for some forty minutes
longer than seemed right or proper. My command had some cover in
the edge of the woods from the enemy’s bullets, and still kept up a fire
safficiently strong to keep them (rom rushing into the woods. Seeing
my little brigade failing rapidly, and many of its best men carried
wonnded to the rear, without hope of support, or further ability to hold
on, I withdrew it in as good order as practicable. The enemy pressed
closely, firing constantly into the retreating mass. We faced to rear,
and covered the retreat of General Negley's men as well as could be
dona. The Second Kentucky Regiment brought off three pieces and
the Ninetieth Ohio Volonteers one piece of abandoned artillery by hand
which the enemy were rushing upon and about to eapture,

Standart’s battery was saved, with o loss of 3 men and 7 horses. It
had but 16 rounds of ammunition when the order to retire was given.
Upon falling back to the edge of the wood, on the west side, I met
Major-General Thomas and reported to him, and, with his consent, con-
tinued to fall back across the open ground to the turnpike with my
shattered forces, now numbering about 500. After forming in line along
the turnpike {about 12 m,), the brigade was ordered, by a member of
Greneral Rosecrans’ ataff, to the left, to support a battery on the rail-
road. It took this position and held it during the remainder of the day
and the night following.

On the 1st instant, the brigade was placed in line ou the right of the
division, in rear of the interval between the First and Third Divisions,
After remaining thus until noon, it was advanced to the front to support
Swallow’s (Indiana) battery, posted on a commanding elevation to the
left of the railway, and near the ford across Stone’s River. During the
day it was exposed to occasional shelling from the enemy’s batteries.

On the 2d instant, rude breastworks were constrncted back of the
batteries, and the brigade held the same position behind them. It lay
here during the severe fight across the creek on our left, supporting
the batteries, and exposed to a heavy cross-fire from the enemy’s guns
A higher scene of cool moral courage, perhaps, has not been evinced
during the war than that exhibited by my brigade on this memorable
day. The line lay still and quiet behind the frail works we had been
able to construct, with the shot and shell of the enemy coming from
three directions and bursting above, in front of it, and all around it,
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while our own massed batteries were belching out their zontents in
front of and over it. The roar of artillery was terrific. The smoke
from our own pieces and the bursting shell of the enemy at times ob-
scured the line from view, By some wonderful Providence but three
men of the brigade were killed here by the enemy’s shells.

About dark, and when the enemy were driven upon our left, the bri-
gade was advanced by General Palmer, he gallantly leading two regi-
ments, the Thirty-first Indiana and Ninetieth Ohio, to the point of woods,
& half mile to the front and left of our artillery position, and in line with
our advance on the left, across the creek. Ifollowed rapidly with the
residue of the brigade across the open field to the general’s right, and
on line with bim. Knowing nearly the position of a masked battery of
the enemy hid by a crest in the field, I ordered the men to cheer loudly
as we approached the latter. 1f had now become dark. As the noise
of the last cheer died away, the enemy opened a fire of shrapnel from
four small gans. The line immediately laid down under shelter of the
crest, and for some thirty minutes the enemy continued to play at us,
His shot passed just over our heads and struck the ground not to exceed
100 feet to the rear of our line,

Only a single casualty occurred here—the death of one man, struck
by a shell. He was a straggler, not connected with my command, who
was attempting to get to the rear. A strong picket, from my brigade,
was posted in the wood and across the field, and the residue brought
back to ¢camp near the artillery. The latter position was maintained Ly
the brigade until the evacnation of the enemy.

The following statement, condensed from the report of the medical
officer of my staff, and the returns of the regimental commanders, ex:
hibits the casualties of the brigade and battery, to wit:

Killed. | Wounded i Misaing. |
g e e
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It may be observed that the above statement includes as wounded
only those disabled from duty ; slight hurts and trivial injuries are not
included. Of those rated as missing, about one-half the number are
stated by their officers to have been captured by the enemy in the battle
of the 31st ultimo. The number of casualties, it will be noted, reaches
nearly one-third of my effective strength.

Herewith are inclosed the reports of Colonels Enyart, Sedgewick,
Osborn, and Ross, commanding the various regiments of the brigade,

* But see revised statement, p. 212:
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and the report of Surg. J. B. Armstrong, medical officer of my staff.
These reports will convey to the general commanding the division a
better knowledge of many of the details of the recent actions than can
be embraced in this general statement. They make honorable mention
of many line aud subaltern officers, which is deserving, and to which I
crave special attention.

Before concluding, I beg to say to the general commanding the divis-
ion that the officers and men of all the regiments under my command
bebaved uniformly well. Three of the regiments are veterans, and have
left their impress upon former battle-fields. The Ninetieth Ohio, though
for the first time thrown into a severe engagement, behaved admirably,
aud achieved for itself a right to rank with its associates in the old
Twenty-second, or any brigade where high-toned valor is displayed.

Colonels Bedgewick, Enyart, Ross, and Osborn displayed marked
gallantry on the field during the engagement, and handled their eom-
mands with courage, skill, and prudence. Their associates, field and
staff officers, nobly seconded them. It is not in my power to make dis-
tinctions among these, where all performed their duty so bravely and
cheerfully,

To Captain Standart and his gallant battery I am under pecaliar
obligations. This brave officer and his command have long been asso-
ciated with this brigade. Although chief of artillery to the division, he
preferred to fight his own battery, and was with it constantly. It ren-
dered most effective service whenever put in action. His associate offi-
cers, Lieuts. N. A. Baldwin and E. P. Sturges, acted nobly throughout,
and, with the gnnners, drivers, and artillerymen of all grades, stood
bravely to their work in the fight on the 31st ultimo, almost against
bope, and safely brought away their battery. The battery was chiefly
instrumental in saving the brigade in this position.

Of my personal steff, it affords me pleasure to say that Capt. W, H.
Fairbanks, of the Thirty-first Indiana Volunteers, acting assistant adjuo-
tant-general, was at his post constantly, and, as on former occasions,
behaved gallantly. Lient. John Wright, of the First Kentucky, acting
aide-de-camp, displayed high courage on the field and most soldierly
bearing throughout. I recommend his promotion for gallantry in the
action of the 31st nltimo. Lieut. J. C. Beeler, of the Thirty-first Indiana
Volunteers, acting quartermaster to the brigade, discharged his duties
properly and fearlessly ; staid with his transportation while nnder fire,
took care of it, and lost no Government property.

Surg. J. B. Armstrong wade very ample and efficient arrangements
for the wounded of the brigade, and, by his care and attention, in con-
Junction with the regimental surgeons, got them speedily from the fleld,
and bad them as well cared for as those of any other command. He
reports to me good conduct on the part of all regimental surgeons.

The department of Captain Robinson, commissary of subsistence, was
well managed. Though absent himself, it was left in good hands, and
my troops were at all times during the days of the battle furnished with
proper rations, regardless of the danger of. conveying them. )

Two orderlies from my escort (Corpl. James T. Slater and Private
William Hayman, both of the S8econd Indiaua Cavalry) deserve notice
for their good conduct on the field, and are worthy of promotion,

With assurances of esteem to the brigadier-general commanding the
division, I am, captain, very truly, yours, &c.,

CHARLES (RUFT,
Brigadier-General, Commanding First Brigade.

QOaptain NoRToN,

Actg, Asst. Adjt. Gen.. Second Div.. Left Wing, Fourteenth A, ©.

S
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Crar. XXXIL) THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN.
Hopgrs. SE0oND Drv., TWENTY-FIRST ARMY CoOI
DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBI
February 6,1

JOLONEL: In reply to note of Lientenant Stone, actin
jutant-general, received an hour since at these headquar
to General Palmer, I will say that the records of the divi
office do not contain data for an accurate statement o
force of this eommand, which went into the actions of .
and 2d ultimo. T am able to make an approximate stats
time limited by the pote for reply), which is presumed
tially correct. One of the brigades of this division is at ]
another at Cripple Creek, and it is impossible to eom
them without the lapse of some hours.

General Palmer has been absent since the 31st ultimo,
such statement among his private papers, which I have

The following, I think, nearly correct. 1tis as near ag.
&t from figures here :

Brigades. Commanding officers,
!
FUPBE o oronvnnrriranenreine snaanans ' Qeneral Cruft ... .o.oveuiiieeenn..,
Seoond ... Colonel Haren . __........coooooa.. ...,
.- Colonel Grose ... ....cavveoevon oo,

A more accurate statement can be farnished upon g
regimental commanders.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, yours, &e.,
CHARLES C
Brigadier- General, C
Q. GoDDARD, Lieut, Ool. and Asst. Adjt. Gen,

No. 124.

Eeportof Surg. James B. Armstrong, Thirty-first Indiana In
Brigade Surgeon,
HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE
Hospital Second Division, Janu
DEAR SR : I have the honor to forward to yoa the fol
of casualties of the First Brigade in the 1ate battle near Maz
Tenn. :

* But see revised statement, p. 212,
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In a short time the enemy changed their point of attack, and ap-
peared in great force on the left of our brigade and on the right, between
our regiment and General Negley's forces. Both ounr right and lef}
falling back, I was forced to order the regiment to fali back. The men
obeying the order so relnctantly, and our left being so far turned before
orders to fall back were received, caused our list of missing to be so
large. We were also exposed to a cross-fire of the enemy’s artillery.

Ouar regiment occupied the front line from the morning of the 30th
until 11 a. m, on the 31st, with the exception of a few moments, when the
First Kentncky occupie(!l the front. The brigade, falling back through
a dense growth of cedar, became scattered somewhat, but were formed
again in line ready for any emergency.

Next morning (January 1) the regiment, with the brigade, took a
position farther to the left, as a reserve, ‘

Januery 2, the regiment again took a front position, sending out Com-
pany F as skirmishers, and during this day they laid in rifle-pits, ex-
posed to a terrific fire from the enemy’s artillery. Late in the evening
Lieutenant-Colonel Smith and Capt. J. T. Smith, acting major, with Gen-
eral Palmer, led them in a splendid charge on the enemy, cleaning out
& piece of woods ocenpied by them in force, both officers and men acting
heroically, to the entire satisfaction of the brave general. I herewith
send you a list of casualties.*

I cannot ¢lose this report withont calling your attention to the gallant
conduct of the officers under my command during the action. Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Smith was always on the alert, cheering the men, pasging
along the line of skirmishers and the regiment; wherever duty called
him, there he was during the whole engagement. Captain Smith, acting
major, was always at his post, calm and collected, cheering the men and
directing them where to strike the hardest blow., Captain Hallowell,
acting adjutant, was always on duty, visiting the outposts and cheering
the men, and where the balls flew thickest he appeared the ofteneat.
Captain Waterman, of Company A—I cannot speak too highly of his
bravery. When one of his men fell, he picked up his gnn and nobly
kept it still in use. Captains Neff, of Company D, and Grimes, of Com-
pany G, were always at their posts, discharging their whole duty.
Lientenants Pickins, ¢f Company B; Ray, of Company C; Scott, of
Company E; Lease, of Company F; Brown, of Company H; Pike, of
Company I, and Hager, of Company K, were in command of their re-
spective companies during the whole action, and condncted themselves
like old veterans, cheering their men and directing them to fire with
deliberation.

Lieutenant Ford, of Company A, after the regiment fell back, on the
morning of the 31st, after Captain Waterman was missing, took com-
mand of his company, and nobly imitated the gallant conduct of his
veteran captain. Lientenants Clark, of Company I ; Hatfield, of Com-
pany H; Brown, of Company F; Fielding, of Company E; Roddy and
MeoPhetridge, of Company G, and Haviland, of Company B, were at
their places throughout the whole action, vying with each ofher in
noble deeds of valor. '

Asgsistant Surgeon Morgan was ever attentive to his profession, close
in the rear of the regiment; close thersby he established his hospital,
and refused to leave the wounded soldiers, but nobly remained with
them, suffering himself to be taken prisoner rather than leave them to
suffer. The same is also trae in regard to Dr. McKinney, hospital stew-
ard, who was also taken prisoner.

*Embodied in revised statement, p. 212.
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I cannot speak in too high terms of the conduct of Sergeant-Major
Noble, who gallantly buckled on the cartiidge-box and took a rifie, and
was in the front rank of the line dealing out lead pills for the secesh.
Sergeant Douglass, of Company K, who was discharging the dnties of
a lisutenant, was active in leading his brave men to the post of honor.
And, indeed, iv is not necessary for me to speak of individuals; every
commissioned ¢flicer and non-commissioned officer and private of my
command did his whole duty, without an exception, as did all the
officers and men that came under my notice of the entire brigade.

Brigadier-General Cruft was at his post, ever watchful of his command,
fearing no-danger where duty called Lim ; frequently riding along the
line, waving his hat and cheering kis command in the hottest of the
contest.

Of the few killed on the feld, three were of the color-guard.

JOHN OSBORN,
Colonel, Comdg. Thirty-rirst Regiment Indiona Volunteers.
Oapt. W, H. FAIRBANKS,
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General,

No. 128,

Report of Ool. David A. Eayari, First Kentucky Infantry, includi
skirmish at La Vergne, December 26. 4 "

Hpqrs. FIrsr REGIMENT KENTUOKY VOLUNTEERS,
Oamp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 8, 1863,

GENERAL: I have the honor to make the following report of the
operations of the First Regiment Kentucky Volunteer Infantry during
the late engagement :

Pursnant to orders we left our camp, near Naghville, on the morning
of the 26th ultimo, and proceeded toward Murfreesborough on the direct
road. Arriving within 1 mile of La Vergne about 4 o’clock that evening,
a considerable force of the enemy were discovered on the left of the
road, and the First Brigade, Second Division, left wing, was ordered to
operate against them. General Cruft ordered the First Kentueky to
the front, and after considerable skirmishing with the enemy we charged
and drove him across the creek into the woods near the town, with a loss
of 2 men wounded.

The position thus gained was picketed and held during the night by
the Firat Kentucky Regiment. Soon after dark a foree of the enemy’s
cavalry attacked the left of our picket line, but were repulsed by Com-
panies I and C, losing 1 man wounded.

On the 27th ultimo the regiment marched with the division as far as
Stewart's Creek, where we bivouacked until the morning of the 29th ;
wo thenr moved forward slowly and bivonacked about 23 miles from
Murfreesborough.

On the 30th, the regiment was assigned itg position in line of battle,
bemg‘ on the right of the second line of the brigade, the brigade (Gen-
eral Cruft’s) being on the right of the division (General Palmer’s), and
of General Crittenden’s command. The Ninetieth Ohio was on our left,
and the Thirty-first Indiana on our front in the first line. We lay on
our arms during the day.

On the morning of the 31st nltimo, about 8 o’clock, General Negley's
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division took position on our right, and soou after the engzagement
commenced on our right wing. About 9 o'clock our front was hard
pressed, and the brigade moved forward, the first line to the edge of
the woods and the First Kentucky to support Standart’s battery. The
right of om army was being driven back, and the engagement was
getting warm in our frout, when General Cruft ordered the First Ken-
tucky to move forward, and march over the Thirty-first Indiana into the
corn-field, 300 yards in front of them, where we were exposed to the
fire of two pieces of artillery, supporte& by a regiment of infantry, about
100 yards distant, and directly on our left flank.

Our position here was in advance of that held by any other regiment
in the army. Bemg in danger of being cut off by a heavy column of
the enemy advaneing on our right, we retired in good order to the
woods, where we took a new position behind a fence. We remained
here but a short time, when the brigade fell back through the woods
slowly and reformed on the road.

About 12 o’clock we were ordered forward to the support of a bat-
tery ; remaining there but half an hour, the brigade was moved to the
railroad, and in the evening formed a new line in rear of the division,
where we lay during the night.

On the morning of the 1st instant we were again moved to the left
to a new position, our left resting on the bank of Stone’s River. About
noon we were ordered farther to the left, to support Captain Swallow’s
battery, which was posted on an eminence. Here the regiment remained
during the night.

On the 2d we threw up a breastwork of rails and stones, behind
which we remained during the attempt of the enemy to turn the left of
our line. After the signal defeat of the enemy at this point, we were
ordered forward by General Croft, until, coming in range of a battery
of the enemy, we lay down until the fire had ceased. It being dark
and nothing further to do, we retired to our former position, where we
remained until the 4th instant.

A foller and more definite report of the operations of the regiment
will be made hereafter.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. AL ENYART,

Colonel, Commanding First Kentucky Volunteer Infantry.

No. 127.

Report of Col. Thomas D. Sedgewick, Second Kentucky Infantry, including
skirmish at La Vergne, December 26.

HEADQUARTERS S1:00ND KENTUCKY VOLUNTEERS,
Camp near Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 18, 1863.

DEAR S1&: In compliance with orders, I have the honor herewith to
submit a report of the part taken by the Secoud Kentucky Regiment in
the operations before Mnrfreesborough, from December 26, 1862, to Jan-
rary 4, 1863, and also my report as commander of the front line of the
First ﬁrigade, composed of the Second Kentncky Regiment and Thirty-
first Indiana, forming the extreme advance of the Second Division in
the action of Dacember 31, 1862.

Leaving our camps beyond Nashville on the morning of December
26, 1862, the hrigade being the advance of the division, the division
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forming the advance of the left wing, my regi i
: giment, beivg the ad
of the brigade, was deployed as skirmishers on e;’ch sid% of the‘;‘aol;?f
This position wag observed until we arrived within 1 mile of La Vergne
when, meeting with an obstinate resistance frofn the enem ¥s a.rtillers;
?;]r(:v ;n(fla,ntiy, émr ca:lil-lry and ?everal regiments of infantry were sent
rd, who drove the enemy from hi . i
forwar, ﬁight. ¥ is ground. Here we bivonacked
On the morning of the 27th, we took our position in the lin
3 s 0 e Of
and in the evening bxvpuacke,d on Stewart’s Urcek, remaining }Iﬁagﬁ?d
position until the morning of the 29th, when I was placed in command
gé‘si‘:a];e S;acotnhd I’KI‘%qtgcléy ang Thirty-first Indiana Volunteers, acting ag
ve to the Third Brigade, in the general in Ii
e . gade, g al advance, in line toward
Arriving within 3 miles of Murfreesborough, we halted for the ni
: ¢ night,
and on the morning of the 30th the brigade m’oved to a position a‘fout’;
half a mile to the right of the pike. The two regiments under my com-
mand were thrown forward in the extreme advance of the division, in
ﬁacde?]:?r wood, and fronting a(.;n extensive open field, in which the ene,my
' TOWD up upon commanding crests two rows of rifle-pit:
in I}}osmon and ]fmbrasures two batteries. pits; and placed
pon our right my front line skirmishers were supported by Geperal
Negley’s division, and upon the left by Colonel Amanding
Thii);'d Brigade of our division. v nol Grose, commanding
pon the crest of the first hill, immediately in front of and about 2
yards distant from my front linza,, the enemg had posted a num‘tliertt))(;‘
sharpshooters, wko annoyed us considerably during the day.
This position I determined to take, and, with General Cruft’s consent.
I strengthened my skirmishers and advanced toward that point, driv.
ing the enemy from it. The skirmishers of General Negley kept l,lp the
alignment, anq support on the right, but, through some misunderstand-
Ing, or otherwise, we had no support on the left, and during the night
the enemy, being re-enforced, advanced and drove my outposts (holding
this commanding and important position) back some 25 yards. This
position, which would have been of immense advantage to us on the
;3(&(;&(3@1; E df:y;,hcould not ha,w?1 been held or regained by the First Bri-
de (without the support on the left) without bringi
unglshed-for engagement, ) 1t ringing on a sharp and
n the morning of the 31st, the entire line of General Negley, i
- . e -
mediately upon our right, became seriously engaged, and at % as.r,nil.nl
received the command from you to move forward. I pushed forward
the skirmishers until they had driven the enemy from and gained the
crest of the second hill in our front; the front line of the brigade moved
forward to a fence at the edge of the woods and at the foot of the first
hill. At this Jjuneture I found that the skirmishers and front line of
gxel;;egl?l Negle&':s ldlfﬂgloclll had fallen back to a point in our rear, and
at those on the left had come to a halt
sk those , and were engaged 200 yards
By this time the epemy commenced emerging i
i ¢ ging in heavy force from th
woods in our front and on the right, and advanced invgolumn, dxglviujg3
my skirmishers back to the frontline. They moved forward in splendid
style until they reached the crest of the first hill in our front, there halted
and delivered a well-directed volley full upon us. Captain Standart’s
battery immediately on my right, and my two regiments in front, simul-
taneously opened upon them, and with snch effect that their front lina
gave way and fled to the rear; another line was forced up to the same
position only to share the same fate; again fresh troops were advanced
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to the same point in the most perfect order. They planted their colors
in the ground, and then extended their line by deploying to the right
and left. The entire line threw themselves upon the ground and at
once opened upon us and kept up a murderons fire. Here I reported
the position of affairs in the front to General Cruft, and, in obedience to
his order, hastened to the left, where I found that our support on the
Jeft had fallen back to z peint near half a mile in the rear and farther
to the left. In returning to report to the general, I discovered that Gen-
eral Negley’s entire line had apparently given way, and his troops,
artillery and infantry, were then hurrying through the woods in our
rear to some point on the left, thus leaving our entire right flank open
and unprotected.

Our position at this moment was one of great peril and danger. The
enemy having driven back the brigade on our left, and gained posses-
sion of the bigh grounds around the burnt house, had there posted a
battery, one section of which was turned on our position, hurling with
fearful acecuracy perfect showers of grape and shell. On the right they
had pressed closely upon the retiring forces of General! Negley, and had
gained a poinft within 150 yards of our position, when Captain Standart,
wheeling one seetion of his battery to the right, opened upon them with
such effect that they were checked, but immediately opened upon our
position a terrible fire of musketry.

Meanwhile their batteries and infantry in our front kept up an inces-
sant firing. Thus we were completely exposed to an eufilading fire of
artillery and musketry, rendering our position untenable, and our cap-
ture or annihilation almost certain if we remained. The men, however,
stood up nobly, preventing several different attempts to gain our posi-
tion fiom the front. At this moment I was informed that the Second
Kentueky and Thirty-first Indiana, who had for over two hours held
their position at the fence, fighting against superior numbers, had nearly
exhausted their ammunpition. I immediately informed General Cruft of
the fact, and also of our situation in the front and on the flanks, and
asked permission fo withdraw. He refused, saying that it was neces-
sary for us to hold our position, in order {o protect the retreat of Gen-
eral Negloy’s artillery, I immediately went forward and relieved the
Second Kentucky at the fence by the Ninetietl: Ohio, the Thirty-first In-
diana being relieved by the First Kentucky. The passage of lines by
the advancing and retiring regiments was executed in the most perfect
manner and in good order.

By the time the line had again been formed at the fence, the enemy,
re-enforced, were pressing steadily forward on our flanks, and a force,
eight columns deep, was advancing directly to our front. The First
EKentucky sprang over the fence and advanced to meet them, but after
delivering several volleys was forced to fall back to the fence. Here
this regiment and the Ninetieth Ohio kept them in check. Ireturned to
the rear line, and found that all efforts to obtain a fresh supply of am-
munition for the Second Kentucky and Thirty-first Indiana had proved
fruitless. I informed the general of the fact, and alsoe that it was im-
possible for the two regiments, then hotly engaged in the front, to hold
their position against such odds.

He again sent me to see the sifuation on our left and in the rear. I
found the Second Brigade still holding their ground farin our rear, and
one brigade of Negley’s division formed in line facing immediately to
our rear, and firing at the enemy, who appeared to be advancing in that
direction. Of these facts and our isolated position I informed General
Oruft, when he reluctantly gave me the order to have the brigade fall
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slowly back. After returning through the woods about 200 yards, I
took command of my regiment, which was then reformed and faced to
the front, and again advanced; but, having little support, and seeing
the enemy advancing in strong bodies, I determined to withdraw and
rejoin the brigade.

Just here I was informed that three pieces of artillery, belonging to
Negley’s division, bad been abandoned in the woods some 400 yards to
my right, and were about falling into the hands of the enemy. I imme-
diately moved my regiment by the flank double-quick to the spot, and,
having cut the fraces, I brought them off in safety ; and, placing them
out of danger, I rejoined the brigade, which was formed on the railroad,
in rear of former position.

The brigade remained near this place until 4 a. m. next morning, when
wa were advanced farther to the front, where we remained but a short
time, when we returned to our former position.

Atter daylight my regiment moved with the brigade to a position
farther to the left, where we remained until the afternoon, when we were
moved still farther to the left, near Btone’s River, to the support of
Swallow’s battery. Here we built small breastworks in our front and
around the guns of the battery, and remained in an exposed condition,
amid the rain, natil the evening of January 3.

During- the severe battle of that day on the left, my regiment was
exposed to a terrible fire from the enemy’s batteries, which had engaged
those of Swallow and Parsons, which the brigade was supporting.
Here I had 1 man mortally wounded by the explosion of a shell.

From that time to date we have participated with the brigade in all
its movements. ¥rom the time our forces left Nashville np to this date
my regiment has been in the advance, never in reserve ; and on all ocea-
sions, and under all circumstances, both men and officers have performed
nobly and heroically the task allotted them.

In the action on the 31st, and during the fight on January 2, soldiers
never displayed more undaunted courage than those of the Second Ken-
tncky. Those that live are heroes, every one; those that died are mar-
tyrs to their country’s caunse.

Lieut. Col. Warner Spencer, Maj. J. R. Hurd, and Capt. A, J. M.
Browne deserve special mention and commendation for their gallantry
and daring. In fact, every officer of the regiment is deserving of the
greatest praise. Colonel Osborp, Lieutenant-Colonel Smith, and Cap-
tain Hallowell, of the Thirty-first Indiana Volunteers, merit great praise
for the manner in which they discharged their varions duties during the
action of the 31st.*

RECAPITULATION OF CASUALTIES.

T R - |
Mortally wommded . ... .. ... i it ciiacrrmserraananan Q
Seriously wonnded... ... .. e iirriiaiescmeaeees cieeas 30
Blightly wounded... ... .o.ocvvrve it i simevi e i e maeeee s 27

0T Y ks

Nine wounded were taken prisoners.
I have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant,
T. D. SEDGEWICK,
Colonel Second Hentucky Volunteers.
Capt. W. H, FAIRBANKS,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

* Nominal list omitted.
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