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No. 286 —Col. J. L. Camp, Fourteenth Texas Cavalry {dismonnted).

No. 287.—Clol. Juliua A. Andrews, Fifteenth Texae Cavalry (dismounted).

No. 288.—Capt. James P. Douglas, Texas Battery.

No. 289.—Cel. Robert B. Vance, Twenty-ninth North Carolina Infantry, commanding
regiment and Becond Brigade.

No. 290.—Lieut. Col. M. A. Stovall, Third Georgia Battalion.

No. 291,—Maj. Joseph T. Smith, Ninth Georgia Battalion.

No. 202.—Lieut. Col. William Thedford, Eleventh Tennessee Infantry.

No. 293.—Lieut. W. A. McDuflie, Enfaula Light Artillery.

No. 204.--Brig. Gen. E. McNair, C. 8. Army, commanding Third Brigade.

No. 295.—Col. Robert W. Harper, First Arkansas Mounted Riflcs, commanding regi-
ment and Third Brigade.

No. 206.—Lieut. Col, James A. Williamson, S8econd Arkansas Mounted Rifles (die-
mounted).

No. 207.—Col. H. ¢!, Bunn, Fourtb Arkansas Infantry.

No. 298 —Capt. Williat A. Cotter, Thirtieth Arkaneas Infantry.

No. 299.—Maj. J. A. Ross, Fourth Arkansas Battalion.

No. 300.—Capt. John T. Humphreys, Arkansse Battery.

No. 301.—Maj. Gen. Joseph Wheeler, C. 8. Army, Chief of Cavalry, including skir-
miches at and pesr La Vergne, Decsmber 26 and 30, and January 1; at
Stewart’s Creek Bridge, December 27 ; at S8tewart’s Creek, December 28 ;
at Wilkinson’s Cross-Roads, December 29; at Cox’s, or Blood’s Hill, Jan-
wary 3; at Murfreeshorough, January 4; on Mnncheater pike, January §;
at Mili Creek Bridge, Janusry 8; nest Naghville, January 12; and cap-
ture of transporte, January 13, 14, and 17, and of construction train at
Antioch, Jannary 25.

No. 302.—Capt. T. H. Maqldin, Third Alabama Cavalry, Wheeler's brigade, inclading
skirmishes December 26~-Janunary b.

No. 303.—Lieut. Col. J. D. Webb, Fifty-firet Alabama Partissn Rengers, including
ekirmishes December 25-January &.

No. 304.—Capt. J. H. Wiggins, Arkansas Baitery, inolnding skirmishes at La Vergoe
December 26-27,

No. 306.—Brig. Gen. John A. Wharton, C. 8. Army, commsnding oavalry brigade.

No. 306.—Brig. Gen, Abraham Buford, C. B. Army, commanding cavalry brigads, in-
oluding ekirmishes December 31-January 3.

No. 307.—The Confederate Roll of Honor,

No. 1.

O e o oams. U 8w, svmanding; Dooomoe
26, 1862—January 5, 1863.*
ARTILLERY.
Col. JAMES BARNETT.
PROVOST GUARD,
10th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Joseph W. Burks.
GENERAL ESCORT.

Anderson Troop, Pennsylvania (Cavalry, Lieut. Thomas 8. Maple.

"A.mmgﬁ according to the nnmerical designation of the divislons and brigades
a4 presori in General Orders, No. 41, He%nmrtem Fourteenth Army Corps, De-
pariment of the Cumberland, December 19, 1862.
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RIGHT WING.
Maj. Gen. ALXANDER M(D. McCoox
FIRST (LATE NiNTH) DIVIBION.
Brig. Gen. JRFFERBON C. Davis.
Epoort.

4Ath Tlinois Cavalry, Company B, Capt. Bamuel B, Bherer.
wa Kentucky Cavalry, Company G:

Capt. Miller R. McCulloch,

Lieut. Harvey 8. Park,
Second (late Thirty-first) Brigade.

Mol. WiLLiaM P. CARLIN.

First (late Thirtisth) Brigade.
Col. P. 8inp ey POBT.

st Hlinois:
Col. J. W. 8. Alexander.
Lieut. Col. Warren E. McMackin,
38th 1llinois, Lient. Col. Daniel H. Gil-
mer.
101st Ohio:
Col. Leander S8tem.
Ldeat. Col. Moses F. Wooster.
Maj. Isaac M. Kirby.
Capt. Bedan B, McDonald.
15th Wieconsin, Col. Hans C. Heg.

59th INinois, Capt. Hendrick E. Paine.
74th Ilinois, Col. Jason Marsh.

76th Ilinois, Lieut. Col. John E. Bennett.
22d Indiana, Ool. Michsel Gooding.

Third (late Thiriy-second) Brigads,
Col. WiLLiaM E. WOODRUFY.

25th Tlinois:
. Richard H. Nodine.
Col. Thomae D. Williams.

Capt. Wesford T%rt.
85tk 1Nlinois, Lient. Col. William P, Chandler.
£1st Indisna, Lieat, Col. John Timberlake.

Artillery.”

9 Minnesots Battery, Capt. William A. Hotchlkiss.
5th Wisconsin Bat: :

Capt. Oscar F. Pinney.

Lisut. Charles B. Humphrey.
8th W%}mltl.délteB?n : c

(5 phen J. Carpenter.
Sergt. Obadiah German.
Lient. Henry E. Stiles.

fizcoNp DIvIBION.
Brig. Gen. RioHarD W. JOHNEON.

First (late Sizth) Brigads,
1.) Brig. Gen. AUGUST WILLICH. 15th Ohio:
%2. Col. WILLIAM WALLACE. Col. William Wallaoce.
(3.) Col. WiLL1aM H. GIBSON. Capt. A. R. Z Dawson.
Col. Williem Wallace.

goth Illinois, Lisut. Col. Charles T. Hotoh- | 49th Ohio:
kisn Col. Williamn H. Gibson.

Lieut. Col. Levi Drake.

39d Indiana, Lieat. Col. Frank Erdel-
Capt. Bamuel F. Gray.

meyer.
39th Indiana, Lient. Co). Fielder A, Jounes.

* The Second Minnesota was attached to the Second Brigade Fifth Wisconsin te
the First Brigade, and Eighth Wisconsin to the Third Brigade.
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MURFREESBOROUGH, TENN.,
February 11, 1863—11.30 p. m.

Capt. Elmer Otis, Fourth Cavalry, in the recent battle, with 400 men
charged the enemy, recaptured 300 prisoners, and greatly distingnished
himself. By their consent, and at their request, he is commanding a
brigade of three regiments, each with a colonel. 1 earnestly urge his
appointment as brigadier-general, in order that he may continne to com-
mand, as cavalry officers are greatly neederl.

W. 8. ROSBECRANS,
Major-General.

Hon. E. M. STANTON,
Becretary of War.

GENERAL ORDERS,} Hpqrs. DEPT. OF TEE OUMBERLAND,
No. 20. Murfreesborough, Tenn., February 15, 1863,

The following resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of
Indiana having been received, are published to this army, in aceord-
ance with the request contained therein :

Resolved by the genate (the house concurring), That the thanks of this General Assem-
bly are hereby tendered to Major-General Rosecrans, and the officers and soldiers
under his command, for the well-earned victory of Mu horough, Tenn. That they,
one and all, meri$ the lasting gratitude of the nation and the admiration of the world.

Resolved, That the patriotie sarnestness, skill, sleepless vigilance, and pertinacity
displayed by the commanding general in his advance upon the enemy, hie plan of
baftle, and especially in promptly meeting the exigencies of its varying fortunes,
prove that he was ‘ the right man in the right place;” that the hearty and prompt
co-operation, the gallantry and skill of his division and ofher commanders, the ready
obedience, unyielding and hardy courage of the soldiers are worthy of the highest
commendation.

Resolved, That the Atmy of the Cumberland, Murfreesborough, and the name of each
fallen and surviving patriot soldier who took part iu the perilous struggle, are for-
ever linked together in historic renown, and Indiana will preserve, and gratefully
cherish, their memory to the latest generation, ag among the brightest jewels of an
nndivided republic.

Rasolved, That the secre of the genate be dirested to forward a copy of these
regolutions to Major-General Rosecrans, with the m?uest that they o read at the head
of each regiment taking ?srt in the grest battle, it consistent with the rules of mili-
tary propriety and discipline,

We hereby certify that the accompanying resolutions unanimously passed both
branches of the General Assembly of the Biate of Indiana.

]
President of Senats.
SAM. H. BUSKIRE,
Speaker of House of Eepreseniatives.
James H. VAWTER,
Secrgtary of Semate.
A. T. WHITLESEY d
Clerk of House of Represeniatives.

By command of Major-General Rosecrans:
0. GODDARD
Assistant Adjutant-General and Chief of Staf.

HEADQUAETERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND,
Murfreesborough, Tenn., February 12, 1863.
GENERAL: Asthe sub-reports are now nearly all in, I have the honor
to submit, for the information of the General-in-Chief, the subjoined re-
port, with accompanying sub-reports, maps, and statistical tables of the

Cmap. XXXIL} THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 189
puttle of Stone’s River. To a proper understanding of this battle it will
be necessary to state the preliminary movements and preparatious:

Assuming commana of the army at Louisville on October 27, it was
foand concentrated at Bowling Green and Glasgow, distant about 113
wiles from Louisville; from whenee, after replenishing with ammuni-
tion, supplies, and clothing, they moved on to Nashville, the advance
corps reaching that place on the morning of November 7, & distance of
183 miles from Louisville.

At this distance from my base of supplies, the first thing to be done
was to provide for the subsistence of the troops and open the Louisville
and Nashville Railroad. The cars commenced running through on
November 26, previous to which time our supplies had been brought
by rail to Mitchellsville, 356 miles north of Nashville, and from thence,
by constant labor, we had been -able to hanl enough to replenish the
exhausted stores for the garrison at Nashville and subslst the troops of
the moving army.

From November 26 to December 26 every effort was bent to complete
the clothing of the army; to provide it with ammunition, and replenish
the depot at Nashville with needful supplies; toinsure us against want
from the largest possible detention likely to occur by the breaking of
the Louisville and Nashville Bailroad, and to insure this work the road
wag guarded by a heavy force posted at Gallatin. The enormous supe-
riority in numbers of the rebel cavalry kept our little cavalry force
almost within the infantry lines, and gave the enemy control of the
entire country around ns. It was obvious from the beginning that we
should be confronted by Bragg’s army, recruited by an inexorable con-
scription, and aided by clans of mounted men, formed into a guerrilla-
like cavalry, to avoid the hardships of conscription and infantry serv.
ice. The evident difficalties and labors of an advanee into this conntry,
and against such a force, and at such distance from our base of opera-
tions, with which we were connected but by & single precarious thread,
made it manifest that our policy was to induce the epemy to travel over
as much as possible of the space that separated us, thus avoiding for
us the wear and tear and diminution of our forces, and subjecting the
enemy to all this inconvenience, begides increasing for him and dimin-
ishing for us the dangercus consequences of a defeat. The means taken
to obtain this end were eminently smecessful. The enemy, expecting
us to go into winter quarters at Nashville, had prepared his own winter
quarters at Murfreesborough, with the hope of possibly making them at
Nashville, and had sent a large cavalry force into West Tennessee to
annoy Grant, and another large force into Kentucky to break up the
railroad.

in the absence of these forces, and with adeguate supplies in Nasgh-
ville, the moment was judged opportune for an advance on the rebels.
Polk’s and Kirby Smith’s forces were at Murfreesborough, and Hardee's
corps on the Shelbyville and Nolensville pike, between Triune and
Eagleville, with an advance guard at Nolensville, while our troops lay
in front of Nashville, on the Franklin, Nolensville, and Murfreesborough
turnpikes.

The plan of the movement was a8 follows: McCook, with three divis-
ions, to advance by Nolensville pike to Triune. Thomas, with two divis.
ions (Negley's and Rousseau’s), to advance on his right, by the I'ranklin
and Wilson pikes, threatening Hardee’s right, and then fo fall in by
the cross-roads to Nolensville. Crittenden, with Wood’s, Palmer’s, and
Van Cleve's divisions, to advance by the Murfreesborough pike to La
Vergne.
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With Thomwas’ two divisions at Nolensville, McCook was to attack
Hardee at Triune, and, if the enemy re-enforced Hardee, Thomas was to
support McCook. I McCook beat Hardee, or Hardee retreated, and
the enemy met us at Stewart’s Creek, 5 miles south of La. Vergne, Crit-
tenden was to attack him, Thomas was to come in on his left flank, apd
McCook, after detaching a division to pursne or observe Hardee, if
retreating south, was to move with the remainder of his force on their
rear.

The movement began on the morning of Decewber 26. McCook ad-
vanced on the Nolensville pike, skirmishing Lis way all day, meeting
with stiff resistance from cavalry and artillery, and closing the day by
a brisk fight, which gave him possession of Nolensville and the hills 13
miles in front, capturing one gun by the One hundred aud first Ohio
and Fifteenth Wisconsin Begiments, his loss this day being about 75
killed and wounded. Thomas followed on the right, and closed Negley’s
division on Nolensville, leaving the other (Rousseau’s) division on the
right flank.

Crittenden advanced to La Vergne, skirmishing heavily on his front,
over a rough country, intersected by forests and cedar brakes, with but
slight loss. _

On the 28th [27th] General MeCook advanced on Triane, but his move-
ment was retarded by a dense fog.

Orittenden had orders to delay his movements ontil McCook bhad
reached Triune and developed the intentions of the enemy at that point,
50 that it could be determined which Thomas was to support.

McCook arrived at Triune, and reported that Hardee had retreated,
and that he had sent a division in puranit.

Crittenden began his advance about 11 a. m., driving before him a
brigade of cavalry, supported by Maney’s brigade of rebel infantry, and
reached Stewart’s Creek, the Third Kentucky gallantly eharging the
rear gnard of the enemy, and saving the bridge, on which had been
placed a pile of rails that had been set on fire. This was Saturday night.

McCook having settled the fact of Hardee’s retreat, Thomas moved
Negley’s division on to join Orittenden at Stewart’s Creek, and moved
Rounsseau’s to Nolensville.

On Sunday the troops rested, except Rousseau’s division, which was
ordered to move on to Stewartston, and Willich’s brigade, which had
pursued Hardee as far as Riggs' Cross-Roads, and had determined the
fact that Hardee had gone to Murfreesborough, when they returned fo
Triune.

On Mouday morning, McCook was ordered to move from Triune to
Wilkinson’s Cross-Roads, 6 miles from Murfreesborough, leaving a bri-
gade at Triune. Crittenden crossed Stewart’s Creek by the Smyrna
Bridge and the main Muxfreesborough pike, and Negley by the ford 2
miles above; their whole force to advance on Murfreesborough, distant
about 11 miles. Rousseau was to remain at Stewart’s Creek until his
train came up, and prepare himself to follow, McQook reached Wil
kinson’s Oross-Roads by evening, with an advance brigade at Overall's
Creek, saving and holding the bridge, meeting with but little resistance.
Crittenden’s eorps advanced, Palmer leading, on the Murfreesborough
pike, followed by Negley, of Thomas’ corps, to within 3 miles of Mur-
freesborough, having had several brisk skirmishes, driving the enemy
rapidly, saving two bridges on the route, and forcing the enemy back
to his intrenchments.

About 3 p. m. a signal message coming from the front, from General
Palmer, that he was in sight of Murfreesborough, and that the enemy
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were ruuning, an order was sent to General Crittenden to send a divis-
ion to occupy Murfreesborough. = This led General Crittenden, onreach-
ing the enemy’s front, to order Harker’s brigade to cross the river at a
ford on his left, wh-re he surpriged a regiment of Breckinridge’s divis.
ion and drove it back on its main line, not more than 500 yards distant,
in considerable confusion; and he held this position until General Crit-
tenden was advised, by prisoners captured by Harker's brigade, that
Breckinridge was in force on his front, when, it being dark, he ordered
the brigade back across the river, and reported the circumstances to the
commanding general on his arrival, to whom he apologized for not
having carried out the order to occupy Murfreesborough. The general
approved of his action, of course, the order to occupy Murfreesborough
having been based on the information received from General Critten-
den’s advance division that the enemy were retreating from Murfrees-
borough.

Crittenden’s corps, with Negley’s division, bivouacked in erder of
battle, distant 700 yards from the enemy’s intrenchments, our left ex-
tending down the river some 500 yards. The Piopeer Brigade, biv-
onacking still lower down, prepared three fords, and covered one of
them, while Wood’s division covered the other two, Van Cleve’s division
being in reserve.

On the morning of the 30th, Rousseau, with two brigades, was ordered
down early from Stewart’s Creek, leaving one brigade there and sending
another to Smyrna to cover our left and rear, and took his place in
reserve, inrear of Palmer’s right, while General Negley moved on through
the cedar brakes until his right rested on the Wilkinson pike, as shown
by the accompanying plan.* The Pioneer Corps cut roads through the
cedars for his ambulances and ammunition wagons.

The commanding general remained with the left and center, examin-
ing the ground, while General McCook moved forward from Wilkinson’s
Cross-Roads, slowly and steadily, meeting with heavy resistance, fight-
ing his way from Overall’s Creek nntil he got into position, with a loss
of some 135 Lilled and wonnded.

Our small division of cavalry, say 3,000 men, had been divided into
three parts, of which General Stanley took two and sccompanied Gen-
eral McCook, fighting his way across from the Wilkinson to the Frank-
lin pike, and below it, Colonel Zahm’s brigade leading gallantly, and
mesting with such heavy resistance that McCook sent two brigades from
Johnson’s division, who sncceeded in fighting their way into the position
shown on the accolpanying plan, marked A,* while the third brigade,
which had been left at Triune, moved forward from that place, and ar-
rived at nightfall near General MeCook’s headquarters., Thns, on the
close of the 30th, the troops had all got inio the position, substantially,
as shown in the accompanying drawing, the rebels occupying the posi-
tion marked A.*

At 4 o’clock in the afternoon General MeCook had reported his arrival
on the Wilkiusen pike, joining Thomas; the result of the combat in the
afternoon near Griseom’s house, and the fact that Sheridan was in posi-
tion there; that his right was advaneing to support the eavalry; also
that Hardee's corps, with two divisions of Iolk’s, was on his front, ex-
tending down toward the Salem pike, without any map of the ground,
which wag to us ferra incoynite. When General MeCook informed the
general commanding that his corps was facing strongly toward the east,
the general commanding told hin that snch a direction to bis line did
not appear to him a proper one, but that it cught, with the exeeption

*To appear it Atias,
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of his left, to face much more nearly south, with Johnson’s division in
reserve, bub that this matter must be confided to bim, who knew the
ground over which he had fought.

A meeting of the corps commanders was called at the headquarters
of the commanding general for this evening. General Thomas arrived
early, received his instructions, and retired. General Crittenden, with
whom the commanding general had talked freely during the afternoon,
waa sent for, but was excused at the request of his chief of staff, who
sent word that he was very much fatigued and was asleep. Generals
McOook and Stanley arrived about 9 o’clock, to whom was explained
the following

PLAN OF BATTLE.

McCook was to occupy the most advantageous position, refusing his
right as much as practicable and necessary to secure it, to receive the
attack of the enemy; or, if that did not come, to attack himself, suf-
ficient to hold all the forece on his front; Thomas and Palmer to open
with skirmishing, and engage the enemy’s center and left as far as the
river; Crittenden to cross Van Cleve's division at the lower ford, cov-
ered and supported by the sappers and miners, and to advance on
Breckinridge ; Wood’s division to follow by brigades, crossing at the
upper ford and moving on Van Cleve’s right, to carry everything before
them into Murfreesborough. This would have given us two_divisions
against one, and, as soon as Breckinridge had been dislodged from his
position, the batteries of Wood’s division, taking position on the heights
east of Stone’s River, in advance, would see the enemy’s works in reverase,
would dislodge them, and enable Palmer’s division to press them back,
and drive them westward across the river or through the woods, while
Thomas, sustaining the movement on the center, would advance on the
right of Palmer, crashing their right, and Crittenden’s corps, advanc-
ing, would take Murfreesborough, and then, moving westward on the
Franklin road, get in their flank and rear and drive them into the coun-
try toward Salem, with the prospect of cutting off their retreat and prob-
ably destroying their army.

It was explained to them that this combination, insuring ns a vast
superiority on our left, required for its success that General McCook
should be able to hold his position for three hours; that, if necessary
to recede at all, he should recede, as he had advanced on the preceding
day, slowly and steadily, refusing his right, thereby rendering our suc-
cess certain,

Having thus explained the plan, the general commanding addreased
General McCook as follows: ¢ You know the ground; you have fought
over it; you know its difficulties. Can you hold your present position
for three hours1” To which General McCook responded, # Yes, I think
I can” The general commanding then said, “I don’t like the facing so
much to the east, but must confide that to you, who know the ground.
If you don’t think your present the best position, change it. It is only
necesgary for you to make things sure.” And the officers then returned
to their commands.

At daylight on the morning of the 31st the troops breakfasted and
atood to their armns, and by 7 o’clock were preparing for the

BATTLE.

The movement began on the left by Van Cleve, who crossed at the
lower fords. Wood prepared to sustain and follow him. The enemy,
meanwhile, had prepared to attack General MeCook, and by 6.30 o’clock
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advanced in heavy columns—regimental front—his left attacking Wil-
lich’s and Kirk’s brigades, of Johnson’s division, which, being disposed,
a8 shown in the map, thin and light, without support, were, after a sharp
but fruitless contest, crumbled to pieces and driven back, leaving Ed-
garton’s and part of Goodspeed’s battery in the hands of the enemy.

The enemy following up, asttacked Davis’ division and speedily dis-
lodged Post's brigade. Carlin’s brigade was compelled to follow, as
Woodrufl’s brigade, from the weight of testimony, had previously left
its position on his left. Johnson’s brigades, in retiring, inclined too far
to the west, and were too much scattered to make a combined resist-
ance, though they fought bravely at one or two points before reaching
Wilkinson’s pike. The reserve brigade of Johnson’s division, advancing
from its bivouac, near the Wilkinson pike, toward the right, took a good
position, and made & gallant but ineffectual stand, as the whole rebel
left waa moving up on the ground abandoned by our troops.

Within an hour from the time of the opening of the battle, a staff
officer from General McCook arrived, announcing to me that the right
wing was heavily pressed and needed assistance; but 1 was not advised
of the rout of Willich’s and Kirk’s brigades, nor of the rapid with-
drawal of Davig’ division, necessitated thereby—moreover, kaving sup-
posed his wing posted more compactly, and his right more refused than
it really was, the direction of the noise of battle did not indicate to me
the true state of affairs. I consequently directed him to return and
direct General McCook to dispose his troops to the best advantage, and
to hold his ground obstinately. Soon after, & second officer from Gen-
eral McCook arrived, and stated that the right wing was being driven—
a fact that was but too manifest by the rapid movement of the noise of
battle toward the north.

General Thomas was immediately dispatched to order Rousseau, then
in reserve, into the cedar brakes to the right and rear of Sheridan.
General dﬁttenden waa ordered to suspend Van Oleve’s movement
across the river, on the left, and to cover the crossing with one brigade,
and move the other two brigades westward across the fields toward the
railroad for a reserve. Wood was also directed to suspend his prepara-
tions for crossing, and to hold Hascall in reserve. At this moment fagi-
tives and stragglers from McCook’s corps began to make their appear-
ance through the cedar-brakes in such numbers that I became satisfled
that McCook’s corps was routed. I, therefore, directed General Crit:
tenden to send Van Cleve in to the right of Ronsseau; Wood to send
Colonel Harker's brigade farther down the Murfreesborough pike, to
%o in and attack the enemy on the right of Van Cleve’s, the Pioneer

rigade weanwhile occupying the knoll of ground west of Murfreesbor-
ough pike, and abeut 400 or 500 yards in rear of Palmer’s center, sup-
porting Stokes’ battery (see accompanying drawing). Sheridan, after
sustaining four successive attacks, gradually swung his right from a
southeasterly to a northwesterly direction, repulsing the enemy four
times, loging the gallant General Sill, of his right, and Colonel Roberts,
of his left brigade, when, having exbansted his ammunition, Negley’s
division being in the same predicament, and heavily pressed, after des-
perate fighting, they fell back from the position held at the commence-
ment, through the cedar woods, in which Rousseau’s division, with a
portion of Negley’s and Sheridan’s, met the advancing enemy and
checked his movements.

The smmunitior train of the right wing, endangered by its sudden
discomfiture, was taken charge of by Captain Thruston, of the First
Ohio Regiment, ordnaunce officer, who, by his energy and gallantry,
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aided by a charge of cavalry and such troops as he could pick up, car-
ded it through the woods to the Murfreesborough pike, around to the
rear of the left wing, thus enabling the troops of Sheridan’s division to
teplenish their empty cartridge-boxes. During all this time Paliner’s
front had likewise been in action, the enemy having made several at-
terpts to advance npon if. At this stage it became necessary to re-
adjost the line of battle to the new state of affairs. Rousseauand Van
Cleve’s advance having relieved Sheridan’s division from the pressure,
Negley’s division and Cruft’s brigade, from Palmer’s division, withdrew
from their original position in front of the cedars, and crossed the open
field to the east of the Murfreesborough pike, about 400 yards in rear
of our front line, where Negley was ordered to replenish his ammunition
and form in close column in reserve.

The right and center of our line now extended from Bazen, on the
Murfreesborough pike, in a northwesterly direction; Hascall snpport-
ing Hazen; Rousseau filling the interval to the Pioneer Brigade; Neg-
ley in reserve; Van Cleve west of the Pioneer Brigade; McCook’s corps
refused on his right, and slightly to the rear, on Murfreegborough pike;
the cavalry being still farther to the rear, on Murfreesborough pike, at
and beyond Overall’s Creek,

The enemy’s infantry and cavalry attack or our extreme right was
repulsed by Van Cleve’s division, with Harker's brigade and the cavalry.
After several attempts of the enemy to advance on this new line, which
were thoroughly repulsed, as were also their attempts on the left, the
day closed, leaving us masters of the original ground on our left, and
our new line advantageously posted, with open ground in front, swept
at all points by our artillery.

‘We had lost heavily in killed and wounded, and a considerable num-
ber in stragglers and prisoners; also twenty-eight pieces of artillery,
the horses having been slain, and our troops being unable to with
draw them by hand over the rough ground; but the enemy had been
thoroughly handled and badly damaged at all points, having had no
snccess where we had open ground and our troops were properly posted ;
none which did not depend on the original crashing in of our right and
the superior masses which were in consequence brought to bear upon
the narrow front of Sheridap’s and Negley’s divisions, and a part of Pal-
mer’s, coupled with the scarcity of ammunition, cansed by the eireuitous
road which the train had taken, and the inconvenience of getting it from
& remote distance through the cedars., Orders were given for the issne
of all the spare ammunition, and we found that we had emough for
?notlﬁgr battle, the only question being where that battle was to be
oug:

It was decided, in order to complete our present lines, that the left
should be retired some 250 yards to a more advantageous ground, the
extreme left resting on Stone’s River, above the lower ford, and extend-
ing to Stokes’ battery. Starkweather’s and Walker's brigades arriving
near the close of the evening, the former bivonacked in close colump,
in reserve, in rear of McCook’s left, and the latter wag posted on the
left of Sheridan, near the Murfreesborough pike, and noxt morning
relieved Van Cleve, who returned to his position in the left wing.

DISPOSITION FOR JANUARY 1,1863.

After careful examination and free consultation with COTDS COm:
manders, followed by a personal examination of the ground in rear as
far a8 Overall’s Oreek, it was determined to await the enemy’s attack
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in that position; to send for the provision train, and order up fresh sup-
plies of ammunition; on the arrival of which, should the enemy not
attack, effensive operations were to be resnmed. _

No demonstration [being made] on the morning of January 1, Crit-
wnden was ordered to oeccupy the point opposite the ford, on his left,
with a brigade. )

About 2 o'clock in the afternoon, the enemy, who had shown signa
of movement and massing on our right, appeared at the extremity of
a field 1§ miles from the Murfreesborough pike, but the presence of Lib-
sor’s brigade, with a battery, occupying the woods near Overall’s Creek,
and Negley’s division, and a portion of Rousseau’s, on the Murfreesbor-
ough pike, opposite the field, put an end to this demonstration, and the
day closed with another demonstration by the enemy on Walker's bri-
gade, which ended in the same manner. .

On Friday morning the enemy opened four heavy batteries on our
center, and made a strong demonstration of attack a little farther to
the right, but a well-directed fire of artillery soon silenced his bat-
teries, while the guns of Walker and Sheridan put an end to his efforts
there.-

About 3 p. m., while the commanding general was examining the
position of Crittenden’s left across the river, which was now held by
Van Cleve’s division, supported by a brigade from Palmer’s, a double
line of skirmigshers was seen to emerge from the woods in a southeast-
erly direction, advancing across the fields, and they were soon followed
by heavy columns of infantry, battalion front, with three batteries of
artillery. Our only battery on that side of the river had been with-
drawn from an eligible point, but the most available spot was pointed
out, and it soon opened fire npon the enemy. The line, however, ad-
vanced steadily to within 100 yards of the front of Van Cleve’s division,
when a short and flerce contest ensned. Van Cleve’s division, giving
way, retired in considerable confusion across the river, followed closely
by the enemy. . )

General Crittenden immediately directed his chief of artillery to dis-
pose the batteries on the hill on the west side of the river 8o as to open
on them, while two brigades of Negley’s division, from the reserve, and
the Pioneer Brigade, wore ordered up to meet the onset. The firing
was terrific and the havoc terrible. The enemy retreated more rapidly
than they had advanced. In forty minutes they lost 2,000 men.

General Davis, seeing some stragglers from Van Cleve’s division, took
one of his brigades and crossed at a ford below, to attack the enemy on
his left flank, and, by General McCook’s order, the rest of his division
was permitted to follow; but, when he arrived, two brigades of Negley’s
division and Hazen’s brigade, of Palmer’s division, had pursued the
fleeing enemy well across the fields, capturing four pieces of artillery
and a stand of eolors.

It was now after dark, and raining, or we should have pursued the
enemy into Murfreesborongh. As it was, Crittenden’s corps passed
over, and, with Davig', ocenpied the crests, which were intrenched iv a
few bours. _

Deeming it possible that the enemy might again attack our right and
center, thus weakened, [ thonght it advisable to make a demonstration
on our right by a heavy division of camp-fires, and by laying ont a line
of battle with torches, which answered the purpose. )

Saturday, January 3. it rained heavily from 3 oclock in the morning.
The plowed ground over which our left would be obliged to advance
was impassable for artillery. The ammunition trains did not arrive
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Stone’s River ; also a list of the animals, means of transportation, and
other proper*y captared from the enemy and picked up on the field and
at Murfreesborough, a8 reported by the quartermasters of the several
divisions named. A large number of the wagons that were partially
burned by the enemy have been recovered and turned into the repair
shops. Some wagons and a large nomber of animals reported as lost
have been picked up by the several regiments, and will be taken up and
accounted for by the quartermasters in their monthly returns, so that
the actual loss is much less than appears by the annexed statement.

Very respectfully
’ JOHN W. TAYLOR,
Tisutenant- Colonel and Quartermaster.

Maj. Gen, W, B. ROSECRANS,
Oommanding Department of the Cumberland.

Statement of public awimals and means of iramsportalion captured by the enemy, killed in
baitle, and lost and destroyed from December 26, 1862, until January 16, 1863,
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JBaP. XXXTL] THE BTONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 227

Staboment of publio animals and means of transportation captured by the ey, billed in
battle, lost and destroyed, §-c.—Continued.

Horses.

5
]

Cavalry.
Total,
Mulea.
Animals

-
g““ﬂ.l‘:

g-l-lvlﬂ

L] [}
[ [}
16 16
[ [}
18 | d
8 o
4

88th Indians. ., ..o D] 4 R L L :

1ot Michigan Battery .............coovi e oot 0 il eaens| 10l 10

Fourth Brigads.

Headquarters _.................. PR S R R e T TR S B P 1

st Battalion, 16th Infantry, U. 8 . 10 ]

24 Battalion, 18th Infantry, I1. 8. . .. L% ]

Sth U 5. Artillery [Battery H) ... .ol AP S T )L M 1H...... B



o mmeen e

250 KY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA., AND SW. VA. [U5ar. XXXIL

was formed, and opened fire, together with the battery, that checked
the enemy’s advance, and beavy skirmishing was kept up during the
entire day. Benjamin L. Wagner, of Company O, wounded, was the
only injury sustained by my men.

At 9 p. m. my battalion was relieved and encamped, after thirty-six
hoars’ duty on the front, one-half mile toward the rear and on the left
of the pike,

At T a. m., January 2, the enemy commenced shelling our camp, hav-
ing the night previous planted a battery in direct range of our camp
fires. 1! soon deployed my men from column into line, and moved for-
ward with the battery to a slight rise of ground, and ordered my bat-
talion to lie down, so a8 to protect my line from the shot and shell that
fiew over us without doing mueh damage. Before I could get my bat-
talion deployed, however, Sergt. John F. Burke, Twentieth Kentucky
Volunteers, Corpl. Pater Wagoner, One hundredsh 1llinois, and William
Trimble, Third Kentucky Volunteers, were killed, and Samuel 8. M.
Blankenship, Ninth Kentucky Volunteers, John Desch, Bighty-fourth
Ilinois Volunteers, John O. Pelser, and Sergt. William Mason, Sixth
EKentucky Volunteers, were wonnded.

The enemy’s guns being silenced, I was ordered to move my men by
columng doubled in the center toward the rear, and remained under
cover of wood near the river till 2.30 p. m., when a sudden attack by
the enemy was made on General Van Cleve’s front. We were marched
forward to the support of our battery. Reaching the top of a small
bluff, T was ordered to halt my battalion. Orders were soon given,
however, to advance, and we moved forward on a double-quick to the
support of cur front, who were obliged to fall back upon this ride of the
river under cover of our artillery, that was soon brought into position,
and played with great execution upon the advancing columns of the
enemy, who were repulsed by & heavy cross-fire from our guns. I was
then ordered by General Negley to cross the river, and formed line Just
at dark on the ground occupied in the morning by the rebel skirmishers.
In this position my men lay until 9 p. m., suffering much from wet feet
and a rain, when we were ordered back and went into camp.

January 3, an order came detailing 200 men for duty., The men,

under charge of Lieut. Benjamin F. West, reported to the front, and
threw up rifle-pits until 8 p. m., when relieved.
_ January 4, after spending a cold and rainy night without tents and
[oxg half rations, I moved my battalion to the east 300 yards from eamp,
and on a bluff near Stone’s River, where I was ordered to throw up a
heavy breastwork. While clearing the rubbish from an old building,
Amos Hoak, Thirteenth Ohio Volunteers, was killed by the falling of
a heavy timber,

At 4 p. m. I waas relieved and ordered to report, January 5, to General
Thomas, at Murfreesborough, the enemy having evacuated the town.

I need not add that, notwithstanding the inclemency of the weather,
to which my men were exposed during the whole engagement, having
no tents, few blankets, and without balf rations, they went forward to
the prompt execution of every order and command with a cheerfulness
and bravery commendable only to & prompt and efficient soldier.

Respectfully,
R. CLEMENTS,
Captain, Commanding.
Oapt. Jamgs Br. OLAIR, MORTON,
Oommanding Pioncer Brigade.
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No. 14,
Report of Capt. James H. Stokes, Stokes’ 1llinois Battery.

S8ToEES' BATTERY, IN CAMP NEAR MURFREESBOROUGH,
January 5, 1863,

Sig: I have the honor to report that the battery under my command
was called into action Wednesday morning, 31st witimo, about 8 a. m,
and at a time when the left of our right army corps, completely demor-
alized, was under full retreat. The battery, by a terrific fire of canister,
drove back the enemy, the infantry rallying under ita fire. The battery
then moved still farther to the front, and took a position commanding
the approaches where our right had been dispersed. Under a fire, itis
said, of three rebel batteries, well served, it held this key to our front
during the entire day. About 4 p. m. a rebel brigade formed under
cover of the woods to the right of the battery, and wus only known by
a foolish discharge of musketry on one of our ambulances, picking up
their wounded as well as ours. The battery, being charged with can.
ister, opened upon this brigade, and, it is said by one of the wounded,
entirely annihilated it. The killed and wounded prove the accuracy of
the fire. This position was held through the night, nntil next evening.
Abount 10 p. m. it was ordered to the rear to rest, having been thirty-six
hours to the front. In this engagement the battery, with a strength of
98, all told, lost 3 privates killed ; 1 officer, 3 non-commissioned officers,
and B privates wounded, being 12 killed and wounded, or about one-
eighth.

%11 Friday, the 2d instant, the battery was again called into action,
about 4 p. m., by the retreat and threatened destraction of our left.
The battery, under the direction of the commanding genersl, moved to
the front through the retreating infantry and artillery, and did not halt
to go into battery until it had moved far beyond thefront. The infantry
again rallied under its fire. The battery opened a destructive fire of
shell on the rebel battery, so destructive to our troops, completely silenc-
ing and destroying i, 80 that several of its pieces were captured by our
advancing infantry. The battery that night occupied the ground of
this rebel battery. ) _

The commanding gencral, who witnessed the bearing of this gallant
little band, will do justice to its discipline and bravery. All were
brave; all nobly did their duty to their country.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. STORKES,
Captain, Commanding Batlery.
Captain MORTON
Commanding Pioneer Corps, Army of the Cumberland.

No. 15.

Reports of Maj. Gen. Alexander MoD. MoGook, U. 8. Army, commanding
Right Wing.
HEADQUARTERS BIGHT WING,
One mile in advance of Nolensville, December 27, 1862,
CoLONBL: I am here with my wing in camp. There is very strong

ground in front of my main camp. I have all the crests heavily de-.
fended. The enemy resisted my advance all day with cavalry and artil-
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lery. My casualties are very few. The One hondred and first Ohio
charged one battery, and ecaptured oue gun and caisson, with teams.
The men in glorious spirite, aud only want a chance. Negley is here
with his division. General Thomas sent a courier here; states that he
is somewhere on the Wilson pike. Hardee had a dance given him at

Triune last night.
A. McD. McCOOK,
Major-General.
Colonel GAREsOHE.

HEADQUARTERS RIGHT WING,
December 27, 1862,

COLONEL: The fog is so thick in these hills that I eannot see 300
yards in my front. I have ordered a halt until the fog rises. The en-
emy have resisted our advance for 3 miles this morning, and have a
battery posted on the hill in front to enfilade the road. One brigade of
the enemy in Triune; the other troops scattered on the Shelbyville road.

A. MoD. McCOOK,
Major-Genoral.
Colonel GARESCHE.

P. 8.—The firing you hear is the enemy’s battery. I will apprise you

when I move forward. Can do nothing intelligently now.
HEADQUARTERS,
Near Triune, December 27, 18623 p. m.

GENERAL: Theenemy, under Hardee, escaped me this morning in the
fog; at times I could not see more than 50 yards. I had reliable infor-
mation that Hardee was here in person, and that his army lay in line of
battle last night. I have yet to pursne them § miles before I can well
determine whether they have retreated toward Murfreesborongh or
Shelbyvilie. Every prisoner I bave taken has contradictory statements
88 to their destination. I will know to-night.

Very respectfully,
A, MdD. McCOOR,
Major-General.
Major-General THOMAS,
Commanding Center.

Hogrs. RIGHT WIKG, FOURTEENTH ARMY OORPS,
Triune, December 27, 1862—3 p. m.

CoLONEL : Hardee eacaped me during the fog to-day. Some reports
8ay he left last night; others, to-day. %)ur prisoners tell contradictory
stories about them. ’Phey had two divisious here. [am pursning with
one division, and Stanley has started with his cavalry in pursuit. I
will know and promptly inform you what road they have taken. It
will be necessary for me to pursue 8 miles on the Shelbyville road to
determine npon what road they have marched. From College Grove
there is a dirt road running 4 miles and intersecting the Salem pike.
My eavalry are all raw, but have done well to-day.

General Roussean’s division did not get up until 12 m. to-day. The
weather horrid. Captain Long will explain-the country to you.

A, McD. McCOOE,
Major-General,
Colonel GAREsonE, Chief of Staf.
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HpQrs. RiGHT WING, FOURTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
In Oamp, Two and a half miles south of Murfreesborough, Tenn.,
January 8, 1863.

MaJor: In complianee with telegraphic orders from the general com.
manding, received at my camp, on Mill Creek, b miles south of Nash.
ville, at 4.30 a. m., on the morning of December 26, 1862, I put the right
wing of the Fourteenth Army Corps in motion toward Nolensville, Tenn,
The First Division, Brig. Gen. Jefferson C. Davis commanding, imarched
at 6 a. m. upon the Edmondson pike, with orders to move upon that
road to Prim’s blacksmith-shop, from whence it was to march direct by
a counfry road to Nolensville,

The Third Division, Brig. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan commanding, also
marched at 6 a. m., and upon the direct road to Nolensville. The See-
ond Division, Brig. Gen. R. W. Johnson commanding (the reserve of
the right wing), followed the Third Division upon the direct road.

The advance guards of Generals Davig’ and Sheridap’s columns en-
countered the enemy’s cavalry about 2 miles beyond our picket line.
There was continaous skirmishing with the enemy until the heads of
these columns reached Nolensvilie.

About 1 mile beyond the town the enemy made a determined stand,
in 4 defile and upon a range of hills that cross the turnpike at this point,
lining the slopes with skirmishers and placing a six-gun battery on a
commanding position, endeavoring to repel our advance. He was at-
tacked in front and his position bandsomely turned by General Carlin’s
brigade, of Davig’ division, capturing one piece of his artillery and sev-
eral prisoners. After taking possession of the defile and hills, the com-
mand was encamped.

On the night of this day, I was visited by the general commanding,
who gave me verbal orders to move forward in the morning to Triune,
7 miles distant, and attack Hardee’s corps, supposed to be quartered
at that place. - At this camp I was joined by Brig. Gen. D. 8. Stanley,
chief of cavalry, with the First and S8econd Tennessee Regiments, and
the Fifteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry,

Preparations were made to move forward at daylight, the cavalry
under General Stanley in the advance, followed by the Second Divis-
ion, under General Johuson. It having rained all the day previous
and the entire night, there was a dense fog, which prevented us from
seeing 150 yards in any direction. The column having moved about
2 miles to the front, they again encountered the enemy, consisting of
cavalry, infantry, and artillery. The fog at this time being so thick
that friend could not be distingunished from foe, and our cavalry having
been fired upon by our infantry skirmishers, on the flanks, the snemy
being conversant with the ground, my troops strangers to it, and from
prisoners captured having learned that Hardee’s corps had been in line
of battle since the night before, I did not deem it prudent to advance
until the fog lifted, and I ordered the command to halt until the work
cculd be done understandingty.

The fog having lifted at 1 p. m., an advance was immediately ordered,
driving the enemy’s cavalry before us.

On nearing Triune, we found that the main portion of their forces had
retired, leaving a battery of six pieces, supported by cavalry, to contest
the crossing of Nelson’s Creek, which has steep and bluff banks. The
cnemy having destroyed the bridge, it was with diffienlty that artillery
conid be crossed. On the approach of eur skirmishers, the battery, with
the cavalry,took flight down the Eagleville road. It now being nearly
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To my staff, Lieut. Col. E. Bassett Langdon, inspector-general ; Maj.
R. H. Nodine, engineer officer; Maj.J. A. Campbell, assistant adjutant-
general ; Capt. Gates P. Thruston, ordnance officer; Capt. B. D. Will-
iams, aide-de-camp; Oapt. J. F. Boyd, assistant quartermaster; Capt.
Orris Blake, provost-marshal; Maj. Caleb Bates, volunteer aide-de-
camp, and Capt. Horace N. Fisher, volunteer aide-de-camp and topo-
graphical engineer, my thanks are due for their conspicuous gallantry
and intelligence on the field. My escort, under command of Lieatenant
Thickstun, Second Kentucky Cavalry, and my orderlies behaved gal-
lantly. When my horse was shot, Orderly Cook, of the SBecond Indiana,
promptly replaced him with bis own. The officers of the Signal Corps
were ever ready to perform any service in their line or as aides.

The report of Surg. 0. MeDermont, the medical director of the right
wing, is also submitted. Surgeon McDermont’s gallantry on the field,
and his great care for the wounded, is worthy of great praise.

My entire medical corps behaved nobly, except Asst. Surg. W. 8.
Fish, of the Third Indiana Cavalry, who fled to Nashville. He is rec-
ommended for dismissal.

The casualties of my wing are 542 killed and 2,334 wounded.*

The nation is again called to mourn the loss of gallant spirits who fell
upon this sanguinary field. First of these, Brig. Gen. J. W. Bill, com-
manding First Brigade, Third Division. He was noble, conscientious
in the discharge of every duty, and brave to a fanlt, He had no ambi-
tion save to serve his country. He died a Ohristian soldier, in the act
of repulsing the enemy.

Such names as Roberts, Schaefer, Harrington, Stem, Willians, Read,
Housum, Drake, Wooster, and MoKee, all field officers, and many other
commissioned officers of the right wing, who fell vindicating their flag,
will never be forgotten by a grateful country.

Complete lista of the killed and wounded will be furnished from each
regiment. There will be a map of the field sent forward to-morrow.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

A. MoD. McOOOK

Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding Right Wing.
. (. GODDARD,
Ohief of Staff, Fourteenth Army Corps.

No. 16.
Report of Burg. Clarke MoDermont, U. 8. Army, Medical Director.

MEDIOAL DIRECTOR'S OFFICE, RIGHT WING,
Murfreesborough, Tenn., January 14, 1863.

Sme: 1 trapsmit, for the information of the commanding general, the
accompanying report of the casmalties that occurred in the right wing
during the late battle of Murfreesborough :

‘While the loss of 80 many brave men must be & source of profound
sorrow to the general, it will afford him some satisfaction to know that
the wonnded were not neglected. Throughont the severe and protracted
struggle our surgeons exerted their utmost energies in alleviating the
sufferings and promoting the comfort of their nnfortnnate brethren, and

* But see revised statement, pp. 207-209.

Cuar. XXXIL] THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 259

succeeded, as far as it was possible to do so with the means at their
disposal.

When, on the second day of the batile,it became evident that the
territory occupied by our hospitals would fall in possession of the enemy,
I directed a sufficient number of surgeons and attendants to remain in
charge, and not to desert the womnded in any event. These officers
were exposed to much danger, as the contending armies swept past;
but they remained faithfully at their posts, and were unceasing in their
attentions to the wounded during the three days that elapsed before the
recovery of this territory by our troops.

The enemy took from them a large portion of the medical and hos-
pital stores and instruments, and our men were compelled to seek for
dressing materials, bedding, &e., among the families in the rear of the
lines. Muech kind assistance was received from citizens in the vicinity,
g.pd uo violence was experienced at the hands of the Confederate sol-

iers.

It affords me much pleasure to bear testimony to the efficiency and
self-denial of the medical officers of the right wing. During that long
week of hardship and exposure they labored day and vight, regardless
of their own safety and comfort, and only anxious for the well-being of
the wounded intrusted to their care.

I have the honor to remain, your most obedient servant,
. C. MoODERMONT,
Surg. U. 8. Vols., Medical Director, Right Wing, 14th A. O.

Major CAMPBELL,
Aasst. Adjt. Gen., Bight Wing, Fourteenth Army Corps.

General swmmary of oawnalties of Eight Wing.

Ragiments a i 1
B |&
FIEST DIVISION.

71 B ]
i 7 8
16 72 87
8| 88 41
7| 43 ]
11 58 o
18 ™ ]
3| 22 M
47| 198 245
2 5 7
6| 48 54
18| 125 148
1 4 5
8| 10 14
838 | 1,018
9% 112
] 118
41 [
38 48
109 189
41 53
52 LA
100 12¢
22 %
% 5
] "




e

N

260 KY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA | AND 8W. VA. [Cmar. XXXIL

General summary of oaswaltics of Right Wing—Continned.

g |
T
o
Regiments. g E 3
B |&
SxocoND DrviaroN—Continned.
th Mlineds . ............ 18 100 118
GthKentucEl?... e 1) 80 Pl
Battery A, Firat Ohio Artillery 1 5 []
5th Indiana Battery............. vae 8 18 2
TIh PoumayIvaADI®. . . ..\ttt iiaet i e et e e a——— 4 2 23
b M amEEMttbaceaaaeesaimane e 218 | 952 | 1,148
TEIAD DIVIMON.

L B PO 451 169 204
I L 15| 5§ 0
24th Wisconsin ...................... [ - 19 58 Ly
2lst Michigan.. PR 18 B4 102
42d Iilinois . 21 ) 109 30
224 Dlinois 25 88 118
51st Illinois 8 it 54
27th Tllinoia 8| 55 63
734 IHinois . 2 &2 4
44th Thineis ... [} 84 40
156k Missogri. . . i 59
2d Missouri..cvesinaoo... 2 2 24
4thIndinnnBul;t£{ly.......... .- ] 16 21
1st Missouri A ry, Compan 6| 13 19
ist Nlinois Artillery, Company 6 20 25
TOBRL o e et et e e nrn e e e a s e ot e e e mam e e e es 217 | 57| 1,01
AGEPOgRbe . it rer e a e rereans 608 lz. 847 | 3,288

C. McDERMONT,

Surgoen U. 8. Veluntsors, Medioat Tirector of Right Wing.

@enerai, Comivanding,

General summary of killed and wounded at the battleof Stone's River, near Murfreesborough,
Tenm., from December 30, 1362, to Janwary 3, 1863, of Right Wing, Fourteenth Army Corpe,

Department of the Cumberland.
FIRST DIVISION.

(Joax L. Txp, medical director.)

Eogiments. g i g
E

58th 008 e v e e o110 144
24 Imdians ... ..., T{ 28 48
Sth Wisconsin Battery ............. 1 7 A
15th Wiscommin ... .. . e rm e —an e | 72 a1
T4th THNOMS <o e e i eeea e —n 8 a8 41
69th Illinoia 7 43 50
35th, Tllinola 11 63 84
25th Olinois .. W ™ 95
2d¢ Minnesois Battery . 2 13 7
75th Nlpeis .._.......C,,.. ? 22 4
816t IDdIADM vuurucieneiiaranaa, L] 18 54
101t Obdo...... ... .. 18' 125 143
21at Dlinois*. . ............. .. e I P,
Bth Winconaln BMLOIY .........ooiiiii i iinimirnsnsoeoseaen s or e e 1 [} [
T e e e e e 128 640 768
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Beneral summary of killed and wounded al the batile of Stone’s bhirver, §¢.--Continuned,
SBECOND DIVISION.
(8. Mar®s, medical director.)

Regiments. g -5 3
o

o , BE|&

3dth Illinofs ..., 18] 1 1
T7th Pennaylvania. ... 4 g ég
Tath Iinela ... 9] 80 %
30th Indlana .. 20| 100 129
SthIndiana .............._...... ... 0 5T 15 ] 7
lat Ohio...... ... ...l it 8 38 44
83d Obio...... 12 41 53
5th Kentucky 18| &80 88
320 Indiana . 12 8 20
80th Indiana ... 30| 109 130
15tk Ohdo......._....._ . 0T 17| 16| 12
1t Ohio 4 rtillery, Battery A 1 5 L]
th Hbpeds.......o.............. 0| 55
Ah Ohdo.... ... [ TN e 8| 9, 112
5th Indiana Battery.. 8] 18 2
Total..ooe e e 212 | 906 | 5,118

THIRD DIVISION.*
(D. J. GRIFFITHS, medical director. }
15 55 0
189 8| 103
27th Illinotn ... K -
24th Wisconain 19 &8 ki
6lat Dlinois.... 8 48 54
22d MhHuoda........... . 20000 25 B8 118
42d Hinole ............_ ... B, 31| 108 | 3ia0
$th Minols ..., 000000 00T 6| | w
Nlinofs .. 22 62 74
2d Missourl 2 22 24
15th Missouri ... 14 4 58
TOtAl. oo e e 202 | 788 %00
Gemeral summary of Right Wing, Fourteenih Army Corps, Dapariment of the Cumberland
{C. McDermont, medioal direo’tor).

Divisions. 5 g a’

o B | &
&40 768
906 | 1,118
788 080
2,834 2,876

No. 17.
Report of Brig. Gen. Jefferson C. Davis, U. 8. Army, commanding First
Divigion.

HpQrs. 1s7 Division, RiGHT WinNg, 14TH ARMY Corps,
January —, 1863,
Masor: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part
taken by the division nnder my command in the recent operations

* This division reports no batteries,
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against the enemny’s forees in the vicinity of Triune and Murfreesbor.

ough :

8:1 the morning of the 26th uitimo, in compliance with instructions
received from the general commanding the right wing, I broke up camp
at Saint James’ Chapel, on Mill Creel, and advanced upon Noleasville,
vis the Edmondson pike, as far as Prim’s blacksmith shop; from thenee
my advance was over a rugged country road, rendered almost impassa-
ble by the incessant rain, which had been falling in torrents duoring the
entire morning. _

The enemy’s pickets were discovered by my cavalry escort, composed
of Company B, Thirty-sixth Illinois Volunteers, under command of Cap-
tain Sherer, within a few wiles of our camp. This small force of cavalry
being the only mounted force nunder my command, I ordered them to the
front, with instructions to drive in the enemy’s pickets, and to attack
him on his lanks at every opportunity. 8o effectually was this done,
that the infantry and actillery were enabled to move with little inter-
ruption _to within a mile of Nolensville, By this time I had learned,
from reliable information, through citizens as well as cavalry scouts,
that the enemy occapied the town in some force, both of cavalry and
artillery.

The First Brigade, consisting of the Twenty-second Indiana, Seventy-
fourth, Seventy-fifth, and Fifty-ninth Illinois Regiments, and the Fifth
Wiscousin Battery, commanded by Col. P. Sidney Post, was immedi.
ately deployed for an advance upon the town. Pinney’s (Fifth Wiscon-
sin) battery was posted so as to command the town and all approaches
from the sonthwest. The enemy’s cavalry was seen by this time taking
position on a range of hills southwest of the town, and was evidently
attempting to flank our position. A few shells from Pinney’s battery
soon caused them to fall back. A battery, which by this time they had
succeeded in getting into position, opened fire, but was, after a fow
rounds, silenced by Pinney’s guns.

The Second Brigade, consisting of the Twenty-first and Thirty-eighth
Ilinois, Fifteenth Wisconsin, and One hundred and first Ohio Regi-
ments, and the Second Minnesota Battery, commanded by Colonel Car-
lin, had by this time formed a line of battle on Post’a right, and, moving
rapidly forward, soon engaged the enemy’s dismounted cavalry in a
sharp skirmish, _

The Third Brigade, consisting of the Twenty-fifth and Thirty-Aiffa
1llinois, Eighty-first Indiana Regiments, and the Eighth Wiscon
Battery, commanded by Colonel Woodruff, was deployed on the right,
8o a8 to check any effort which might be made to attack my flank from
this direction. Carlin advanced in excellent order, driving everything
before bim, until ordered to hait, having dislodged the enemy from his
position entirely,

By this time I ascertained that the enemy wonld probably make an-
other effort to resist our advance abont 2 iniles farther on; apd, not-
withstanding it was late in the afternoon, and the men were much
fatigued from a hurd day’s march through rain and mud, I conld not
forego the opportunity thus offered in giving them another chance to
signalize their courage and endurance, Ascertainin g the enemy’s exaot
position as well a8 I could, I ordered the advance.

Their lines were soon discovered, occupying a range of high, rocky
hills, through which the Nolensville aud Triune pike passes, known as
Knob Gap. This was a favorable position to the enemy, and well
Euarded by artillery, which opened fire at long range upon Cerlin’s

ines. Hotobkiss’ and Pinney’s batteries were rapidly brought into

Ll
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action and opeued firs, while Carlin’s brigade charged the battery, car-
ried the heights in his front, and captured two guns. Post’s brigade
carried the heights on the left of the road with but little resistance,
while Woodraff’s brigade drove in the enemy’s skirmishers on the ex.
treme right.

The day had now closed, and I ordered the troops to bivounac, in ao-
cordance with instructions from the general commanding, who arrived
at this time upon the ground, followe(% by Generals Sheridan’s and John-
son’s divisions.

The steady courage and soldierly zeal displayed on this occasion by
both officers and men gave ample assurances of what could be expected
of them in the coming struggle at Murfreesborongh

On the 27th, in accordance with the generals instructions, the divis-
ion took position at the junetion of the Bole Jack road with the No-
lensville pike, 1 mile from Triune, where it remained in bivonac until
the morning of the 29th, at which time the advance was resumed. In
compliance with instruetions, I moved forward on the Bole Jack rosd
as far as Stewart’s Creek, a few miles beyond which it was reported by
our cavalry the enemy had shown himself in considerable force. The
general commanding arriving at this time in person at the head of the
column, ordered a halt nntil the divisions in rear counld be brought up.

Brigadier-General Stanley, commanding the cavalry in advance, soon
reported the road clear, and the marech was resumed withont obstrue-
tion until the entire command reached the Wilkinson pike, 6 miles from
Murfreesborough. The division bivonacked during the night at Over-
all's Creek, 34 miles from Murfreesborough, the left brigade resting on
the Wilkinson pike.

On the morning of the 30th the division moved forward and took
position on General Sheridan’s right, about 300 yards south of and par-
allel to the Wilkinson pike, in which position it remained until 2 p. m,
A few companies of skirmishers thrown to the front in & skirt of tim.
bered land soon found those of the enemy, and for several hours a brisk
skirmish was kept up with varying results. Abont 2 p. m. the general
commanding ordered a general advance of the whole line, This the
enemy seemed at first disposed to resist only with his skirmishers 3
gradoally, however, as both parties strengthened their lines of skir-
mishers, the contest became more animated. Oar main lines steadily
advanced, ocoupying and holding the ground gsined by the skirmish-
ers until about half an hour before sunset, when the enemy’s position
was plainly discerned, running diagonally across the old Murfreesbor-
ough and Franklin road. .

The enemy’s batteries now annonnced our close proximity to their
lines. Carpenter's and Hotchkiss’ batteries were soon brought into
position and opened fire. Woodraff’s and Carlin’s brigades by this time
felt the fire of the enemy’s main lines, and responded in the most gal-
lant manner. Post’s brigade, movin steadily forward on the righ
after a most obstinate resistance on the part of the enemy, sucoeed
in driving his ekirmishers from a strong position in our front, forcing
ther:z to retire apon his main lines. Night scon brought s close to the
contest.

Receiving directions at this time from General MeCook to desist from
any further offensive demonstration further than what might be neces-
sary t0 hold my position, I ordered the troops te rest for the night on
their arms. Two brigades of General Johnson’s division, heretofore
beld in reserve, arrived and took position on my right, about suneet,
thus extending our line of battle beyond the old 1§ranklin and Mar-
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freesboroughroad. These brigades were commanded by Generals Will-
ich and Kirk.

The night passed off quietly until about daylight, when the ¢nemy’s
forces were observed by our pickets te be in motion, Their object
could not, however, with certainty, be determined until near sunrise,
when & vigorous attack was made upon Willich’s and Kirk’s brigades.
These trocps seemed not to have been fully prepared for the assault,
and, with little or no resistance, retreated from their position, leaving
their artillery iu the hands of the enemy. This left my right brigade
exposed to & flank movement, which the enemy was now rapidly exe
cuting, and compelled me to order Post’s brigade to fall back and par-
tially change its front. Simultaneous with this movement the enemy
commenced a heavy and very determived attack on both Oarlin’s and
Woodruffs brigades. These brigades were fully prepared for the at-
tack, and received it with veteran courage. The conflict was fleree in
the extreme on both sides. Our loss was heavy and that of the enemy
no less. It was, according to my observaticns, the best contested point
of the day, and would have been held, but for the overwhelming force
oving so persistently against my right. Carlin, finding his right flank
being so severely preased, and threatened with being turned, ordered
his troops te retire,

Woodrnfi’s brigade snoceeded in Tepulsing the enemy and holding
its position until the withdrawal of the troops on both its lanks com-
pelled it to retire. Pinney’s battery, which I bad posted in an open
fleld upon my extreme right, and ordered to be supported by a part of
Post’s brigade, now opened a destractive fire upon the enemy’s advanc-
ing lines. This gallant and distingnished battery, supported by the
Twenty-second Indiana and Fifty-ninth Illinois Begiments, togother
with a brigade of General Johnson’s divigion, commanded by Colonel
Baldwin, Sixth Indiana Volunteers, for ashort time brought the enemy
to & check on our right. Hotehkiss’ battery had also by this time taken
an excellent position near the Wilkinson pike, 80 a8 to command the
enemy’s approach across a large cotton-field in his front, over which he
was now advancing, The infantry, however, contrary to expectations
fziled m;tg. support this battery, and, after firing a foew rounds, was foroed
T

. In secordance with instructions received during the night, announe-
ing the plan of operations for the day, I desisted from any farther at-
tempts to engage the enemy, except by skirmishers thrown to the TOaT
for that purpose, until my lines had reached within & fow hundred yards
of the Nashvilie and Murfreesborongh pike, when I again determined to
form my lines snd resist his farther advance. To this order but few of
the regimenta responded, their ranks being muck thinned by killed and
woanded; and not a few had availed themselves of the favorable oppor-
tunity oﬂ?ered by the dense woods, through which we were compelled to
pass, to sknlk ke cowards from the ranks. The reserve forces here
moved to the front, and relieved my cotimand from any forther partici-
pation in the engagement until late in the afternoon, when, in compliance
with instruetions, I took position on the right. My skirmishers were im-
mediately thrown out, and soon engaged the enemy’s, until night bronght
a close to hostilities for the day.

. Daring the 1s$ and 2d of January the division occapied this position
in skirmishing with the enemy’s pickets, until late in the afternoon of
the 2d, when 1 received orders from General Rosecrans to hasten to the
suppaort of a part of General Orittenden’s command, who had been for
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some time hotly engaged with the enemy across the -ver, on our ex-
treme left. .

Moving as rapidly as possible across the river to the field of baitle, 1
found our gallant troops forcing the enemy back on his reserves. The
brigade of Colonel Woodruiit‘, being in the advance, only arrived in time

articipate in the general engagement.

mﬁfber rglieving theg;troops of g‘renera,l Palmer and Colonel Beatty, and
particuiarly the brigade of Colonel Hazen, which had so nobly vindi-
cated their courage in the then closing conflict, I ordered a heavy line
of skirmishers to be thrown out. The enemy’s lines were soon en-
countered, and & renewal of the engagement seemed imminent. A few
rounds of grape and canister from one of our batteries, however, caused
them to withdraw, and night again brought a cessation of hostilities,

During the night I disposed of my troops in such manner as would
best enable me to repel an attack, and, in compliance with instruetions,
I directed rifle-pits and breastworks to be thrown up. This was done,
and morning found us well prepared for any emergency, either offen-
sive or defensive. o

The following day (Jannary 3) considerable skirmishing was kept up,
without abatement, from early in the morning until dark. _

During the night I received orders from General Crittenden to with-
draw my command from the east bank of the river,and to report with
it to General McCook. This movement was executed between the hours
of 1 and 4 o’clock in the morring, during which time the rain fell in-
cessantly. o )

The pickets about this time reported the enemy as having been very
active in their movements during thelatter part of the night, and their
convictions that he was evacuating his position. Farther observations,
made after daylight, found this to be the case. o )

The following list of casualties shows a loss in the division during the
several engagements above deseribed as follows:

Commissioned officers:
Ki

Hed . ove o iveee i emre e e mmme e ansete e an scec oy vnan 16
Wounded ...t amrr e v s 34
D 2

Enhkl.“l?esﬂen ................................................................ 176
Wonnded ..o e e e trecamenen e 784
MBBINE - - - o et e e dtran e e e e 399

Total killed, wounded, and missing...... ... ... . ... ........",411

The division lost three pieces of arfillery and captured two, In the
list of officers killed are the names of Colonel Stem, One hundred and
first Ohio; Colenel Williams, Twenty-fifth Illinois; Lieutenant-Colonel
Wooster, One hundred and first Ohio; Lisutenant-Colonel McKee, Fif-
teenth Wisconsin; Captain Carpenter, Eighth Wisconsin Battery, and
Captain McCulloch, S8econd Kentacky Cavalry, of my staff, whose noble
deeds of valor on the field had already placed their names on the liat of
brave men. The history of the war will record no brighter names, and
the country will mourn the loss of no more devoted patriots, than these.

Among the wounded are Colonel Alexander, Twenty-first Illinois;
Lieutenant-Colonel Tanner, Twenty-second Indiana; Captain Pinney,
Fifth Wisconsin Battery, and Captain Austin, acting agsistant adjutant-
general, on the staff of Colonel Woodraff, whose names it affords me
special gratification to mention.

* But wee revised statemesnt, pp. 207, 208.




266 KY., MID. AND E. TENN., N. ALA. AND 8W. VA. (Cmar. XXXIL

From December 26 until the close of the engagement, on the 4th of
January, at Murfreesborough, no entire day elapsed that the division,
or some part of it, did not engage the enemy. During a great part of
the time the weather was excessively inclement, and the troops suffered
much from exposure. A heavy list of casualties and much suffering
were unavoidable, under the circumstances.

It affords me pleasure, however, to be able to report the cheerful and
soldierlike manner in which these hardships and privations were en-
dured by the troops throughout. History will record and the country
reward their deedas.

My staff, consisting of Lieut. T, W. Morrison, acting assistant adjo-
tant-general ; Capt. H. Pease, inspector-general; Captain McCulloch,
aide-de-camp (killed); Licut. F"ra.ucis E. Reynolds, aide-de-camp; Lient.
Thomas H. Dailey, aide-de-camp; Surg. J. L. Teed, medical director;
Captain Shriver, ordnance officer; Lient. R. Plunket, provost-marshal,
and Private Frank Clark, clerk to the assistant adjutani-general and
acting aide-de-camp, deported themselves throughout the entire cam-
paign, as weil as on the battle-fleld, with distinguished zeal and con-
spicnous gallantry.

While expressing my high regard and appreciation of the general
commanding, I desire also to tender my thanks to yourself, major, and
to Colonel Langdon, Major Bates, Captains Throston, Williams, and
Fisher, of his staff, for the prompt and efficient manner in which the
field duties were parformed by them.

During the several engagements in which the division participated
the conduct of many subaltern officers attracted my admiration by their
conspicuous gallantry, and whose names, I regret, cannot be mentioned
in this report. They will be remem bered in future recommendations for
promotion.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JEF. C. DAVIS,
Brigadier- General, Commanding Division,
Maj. JoEN A. CAMPBELL
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Right Wing, Fourtsenth Army Corps.

No. 18.
Report of Lieut. Oharles B. Humphrey, Fifth Wisconsin Batlory.

HrApQUARTERS FIFTH WISOONSIN BATTERY,
Jamvary 6, 1863.

OoLONEL: In obedience with your commands, I would respectfully
submit the following report of the part taken and casualties suffered
by the Fifth Wiscousin Battery in the engagements with the enemy
since December 26, 1862:

The battery left Qamp Andy Johnson, December 26, and marched to
Nolensville, where it arrived and engaged the enemy’s cavalry about 2
o'clock of the same day.

After firing & number of rounds of shell and canister into the town,
the enemy fell back about a mile, where they made a stand in a very
strong position, and planted a battery. The battery followed, and were
soon playing upon them from all its guns. The enemy soon retired,
leaving one of their guns upon the fleld. Camped upon this ground at
night, and the next day (December 27) marched forward about 4 miles

——

Swar, XXXIL} THE STONE'S RIVER CAMPAIGN. 267
abd camped winid the 29th wltimo, when we were ordered in the direc-
tion of Murfreesborougl. Advanced about 8 miles and camped in the
woods, without tents or fires. The next morning advanced slowly, and
camped within sight of the enemy’s lines; fired a fow rounds from the
Parrott guns,and again the men lay by their guns, without tents or
fires, all night. At daylight we were up and ready for an attack., As
s00n as it becawe light the enemy could be seen from our position, in
great numbers, marching upon the right wing. We were soon ordered
to its support, and in s short time took position in & corn-field, supported
by the Twenty-second Indiana Regiment on the right, and the Fifty-
ninth Ilinois on the left. The enemy could be seen in heavy force ad-
vancing upon ns. We opened fire immediately from all our guns. They
soon made their appearance over & knoll directly in front of our gnns,
A few rounds of canister caused them to move to the left, under cover
of a thick clump of bushes. They were followed by another line, and
they then advanced upon us. After firing upon them for about thirty
minutes, the order was given to limber up and fall back. This was done
in good order, though we were obliged to leave one gun and two cais-
sons on the field, on account of the horses being killed.

The battery fell back to the Murfreesborough pike in good order, when
the rebel cavalry dashed in from the left and captured the whole bat-
tery, with the exception of one gun. We were soon relieved by our own
cavalry, and the battery was got together, and fired a few rounds at
the enemy’s cavalry, who were in strong force about 2 miles in rear of
our former position ; lay by our guns that night, and the next morning
1Janaary 1) were ordered to join our brigade, near our present position.

 took position, and lay there until the afternoon of Jannary 2, when
we were ordered over the stream to the left of the pike, where we lay
within sight of the enemy’s lines until the morning of the 4th, when we
fell back to our present position. During the time of action the officers
and men behaved with coolness and bravery, and though they were ex-
posed to the weather, with nneooked rations, not a man appeared un-
willing to do his duty. They were much worn out, but the two days of
rest that they have had fitted them for the feld.

The following is a list of casualties suffered:* Killed, 1 private;
wounded, 1 officer and 5 men; missing, 4; taken prisoners, 2. Totai
loss, 1 captain andt%lll.ut}nlisted I!ll):lé,‘ 2 :va.gons ::nd 12 maules.

Very res our obedient servant,
oy Tospestiy 3 CHARLES B. HUMPHREY,
Liowtenant, Commanding Fifth Wisconsin Batlery.

No. 19.
Report of Liewt. Henry E. Stiles, Eighth Wisoconsin Battery.

HEADQUARTERS STH WISCONSIN BATTERY,
3p Beia., 1sT DIv., RicET WING, 14TH ABRMY CORPS,
January 9, 1863.

GENERAL: I have to report the following as a detailed account of
the part taken by the Eighth Wisconsin Batiery in the recent engage-
meots near Murfreesborough, Tenn., December, 1862, and January,
1563:

December 26,1862, by order of Brigadier-General Woodruff, we formed

* Nominal iist omitied.
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ville, where the enemy were posted in considerable force. 1 threw my
regiment into line of battle on the right of the Lrigade, occupying a
strong position on a high ridge reaching from our extreme right to the
town, on our left. The fight had already begun, and the enemy now
opened on us a heavy fire of canister and grape, bat, fortunately, too
high, and no serious injury was done us. The enemy’s cavalry now
moved to their left, with the evident intention of gaining our right flank
or rear, but in this attempt they were foiled, for I now threw ont a
heavy body of skirmishers, who, with one section of Captain Pinney’s
Fifth Wisconsin Battery, hot only held the enemy in check, but drove
them from their ground. With the brigade, my regiment pursued the
fleeing enemy, driving them from every position. Night now set in, and
we bivouacked till morning, lying on our arms.

From thence we marched toward Murfreesborough. Ou the morning
of the 30th we came in contact with the enemy’s pickets, and drove them
for 3 miles through a dense thicket of cedar and underbrush. But ocur
advance was now checked by a heavy fire from the enemy’s batteries.
The cannonading lasted for some hours, but with little effect. Night
now.again set in, and we laid down on our arms, facing the foe, and
only 300 yards distant. We conld plainly hear the rebels converse dur-
ing the night. At daylight next morning they conld be seen moving
to our right, by thousands, whick movements wers promptly reported,
I now sent out five companies to the front as skirmishers, instructing
them to fall back as our lines did, which they did, hotly contesting every
inch of ground, and shooting down numbers of the enemy. With the
remaining five companies of my regiment I took position on the right of
the Fifth Wisconsin Battery. I was now on the extreme right of our
lines. The enemy made their appearance in great numbers, advancing
in solid column from the dense cedar thickets in our front. On and on
they came, nothing Gaunted at the heavy charges of canister and grape
the battery on our left was pouring into their ranks. When they had
advanced within 30 yards, I ordered my regiment to fire, which they did,
with deliberate aim. Our fire was returned by a raking fire from their
extended lines of infantry, while their batteries played on us from our
front and right. Our battery being hotly pressed, began to fall back,
and I ordered my regiment to fall back. I rallied them again on the
right of General Roussean’s command, and took position on the right of
a battery, and successfully aided in supporting it. Late in the evening
of the same day I was ordered to the right of the division again, where
we remained until the evening of the 2d of January, at which time I
was ordered, double-quick, to the support of our left across theriver. 1
reached them just as the enemy were giving way and being hotly pur-
sued by our forces. Nothing worthy of note occurred during the night
and the following day. On the night of the 3d the enemy retired, loav-
in(i' us undisputerd possession of the field.

here wish' to mention the names of some of the officers of my regi-
ment who distingnished themselves by their eourage and bearing:
Capt. W, H. Taggart, Company O; Lient. William F. Riggs, Company
F; Lient. John Gooding, Company A ; Lieut. Patrick Carney, Com-
pany D. Lieut. Col. T. B. Tanner was severely wounded in the hip
while at his post in the performance of hia duty. Major Shea and Ad-
jutant Adams rendered themselves highly conspicnous in attempting to
raliy the regiment, and by their bravery and nobledaring. Capt. Wili-
iam Powers, Company H; Lieut. A. D. Sawyer, Company B; Lient.
R. V. Marshall, Company I; Capt. W. H. Snodgrass and Sergt. A. J.
Moss, commanding Company @, are brave and good officers, and did
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their whole duty. With few exceptions, the men of my regiment fought
with a willingness and determination rarely equaled. But while I make
favorable mention of the above-named officers, I cannot bat censure the
conduct of Capt. N. De Versey, Company A ; Lieut. James McGrayel
and Lieut. A. W. Griffith, Company G, and Licnt. L. C. Orrill, Company
K, who left the field in the early part of the engagement. On the morn.
ing of the 31st of December they went to Nashville, taking with them
quite a number of non-commissioned officers and privates of my com-
mand, most of whom were taken prisoners and paroled at La Vergne,
and who are still at Nashville.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

M. GOODING,
Colonel, Commanding Regiment,
Lieut. 8. M. JoNES,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General,

No. 23.

Report of Col. William P. Carlin, Thirty-eighth Illinois Infantry, com-
manding Second Brigade,

HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, FIRST DIVISION,
Ricar WinNg, FOURTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
January 6, 1863,

S1R: I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera-
tions of this brigade since leaving Knol» Gap, near N olensville, Decem-
ber 27, 1862 :

The brigade took up the line of march on the morning of the 27th, in
& heavy rain, in ihe direction of Triune, bivouacking within 1 mile of
that plaoei]where it remained during the 28th, moving on the morning
of the 20th in the direction of Murfreesborongh.

That night we bivonacked on Blackman’s farm, 4} miles west of that
town,

Early on the morning of the 30th we crossed Overall’s Creek, on the
right of the Wilkinson pike, and took up position in a heavy wood south
of Asa Griseom’s house,

At 2 p. m. I was ordered to advance; passed through a corn-field,
entering another heavy wood, where my skirmishers first met those of
theenemy. Before making this advance, Brigadier-General Davis, com-
manding division, informed me that my brigade was to direct the move-
ments of the division, and that Colonels Post and Woodruff, command-
ing, respectively, the First and Third Brigades, were ordered to keep
on o line with me. My skirmishers, under Lieatenant-Colonel McKee,
Fifteenth Wisconsin Volunteers, continued to drive those of the enemy
through the wood for about one-fourth of a mile, when I halted and
sent a request to Colonels Post and Woodruff to keep pace with my
advance,

At this point my skirmishers, having snffered severely, were with-
drawn, and my battery (Second Minnesota, Capt. W. A. Hotchkisa)
opened on the enemy with canister and spherical case, inflicting serions
damage. 1 then threw forward another line of skirmishers, under Lieu-
tenant-Colonel McMackin, Twenty-first Illinois Volunteers, which ad-
vanced so slowly that my front line of battle soon closed mpon it, driving
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in, however, the skirmishers of the enemy. My first line of battle was
pow within 180 yards of the enemy’s line, at the house of Mrs. William
Swith.

At this pointa battery, about 100 yards west of the house, opened with
canister upon the Twenty-first Ilinois Volunteers, and another, on the
east of the house, 250 yards distant, on the Fifteenth Wisconsin Volan-
teers, killing and wounding a number of my men. Here it was my in-
tention to halt until the First and Third Brigades should come up, on
my right and left, respectively ; but Col. J. W. 8. Alexander, command-
ing Tweuty-first Illinois Volunteers, without instructions from me,
ordered his regiment to charge on the battery in his front. His com-
mand was moving, with a shout, at donble-guick step, within 80 yards
of the battery, already abandoned by its cannoneers, when a very heavy
fire was opened upon it by infantry, which lay concealed behind fences
and outhouses, on the right and left of the battery, This fire killed and
wounded a large number of the Twenty-first Illinois Volunteers, and
threw the left companies into some disorder, when the regiment was
halted and formed on the right of the Fifteenth Wiscousin Volanteers.

The fight was now fairly opened, and continued vigoronsly until
night by the front line of my infantry and the battery which had been
placed between the two regiments. The batteries in our front were soon
silenced, but another was then opened on my right ffank, distant about
500 yards, which completely enfiladed my lines and considerably injured
us; baot this, too, was driven out of sight by Captain Hotchkiss, after
a vigorous and well-directed fire.

Again I sent a request to Colonels Post and Woodruff to come up,
but they continued to remain in rear of my lines. I maintained my
position during the night, having at dark relieved my front line by the
Thirty-eighth Illinois and One hundred and first Ohio Volunteers.

My loss daring this day, in killed, wounded, and missing, was abont
175 officers and men. Before daylight on tl:ie morning of December 31,
perceiving indications of an advance by the enemy, I retired my battery
about 200 yards. At daylight the enemy advanced. Seeing that the
troops on the right and left of my line would not come up, I fell back,
with my infantry on a line with my battery, and made a stand; the
Twenty-first Illinois Volunteers abont 200 yards to the rear, and on the
right of the One hundred and first Ohio Volunteers; the Fifteenth
‘Wisconsin Volunteers were posted on the rocks in front of my battery,
and the Thirty-eighth Ilinois Volunteers on the left of the Une bundred
and first Ohio Volanteers. . .

My men were falling rapidly on the front line, and, wishing to in-
crease the fire on the enemy, I sent an order to Colonel Alexander to
advance and form on the right of the Ope hundred and first Ohio Volun-
teers, and to Colonel Heg, Fifteenth Wisconsin Volunteers, to form on
the left of the Thirty-eighth IHinois Volunteers, and to my battery to
retire. To my surprise, I received a reply from Colonel Alexander that
he wae already so hotly engaged that he could not come forward. The
startling intelligence was also at this moment communicated to me, by
one of my orderlies, that all our forces on our right had left the ground.
Immediately afterward a heavy fire of musketry and artillery from the
enemy, from my right flank and rear, unmistakably announced that I
was also attacked from that direction.

On my left Woodruff’s brigade had left the ground. My command
was thus exposed to fire from all points, except the left of my rear.
When too late to retire in good order, I tound that I was overpowered
and but a moment was wanting to place my brigade in the hands o%
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the foe. I decided to retreat by the left lank, wlen my horse was shot
woder we and wysclt struck, aud all my staff and orderlies dismounted
or otherwise engaged, which prevented me from communicating the
order to the regimental commanders. The rear line, then consisting of
the Twenty-first lllinois Volunteers, was the first to withdraw, by the
order of Lientenant-Colonel MeMackin, then commanding, Colonel Alex-
ander having been wonnded. Colonel Stem and Lieatenant-Colenel
Wooster, of the One hundred and first Ohio Volunteers, having been
shot down, and the ranks of the regimeat dreadfully thinned by the fire
of the enemy, it gave way and retreated. The Thirty-eighth Illizois
Volenteers held its position nntil the enemy was within a few steps, and
then retired. This regiment would have suffered far more severely in
its retreat had not a beavy fire from the Fifteenth Wisconsin Volun-
teers, judiciously posted Ly Colouel Heg to its left and rear, kept the
enemy in check until it had left the wood and partially reformed along
the fence, on the right of the Fifteenth Wisconsin Volunteers, where
an effective fire was kept up, holding the enemy at bay.

This only gave the foe on our right and left the more time to envelop
us. All that now remained of my brigade crossed two open fields and
entered a wood about 200 yards east of Griscom’s house,

The regiments were painfully reduced in numbers, bat I formed a
line at this point, and several volleys of musketry and artillery were
fired with destractive effect upon the ranks of the enemy; but the foe
was still on our right at Griscom’s house, with none of onr forces at
that point to oppose thew, and being informed that General Davis had
ordered a still farther withdrawal, I retired my command about half a
mile to our rear, and again endeavored to rally the wen, but it was
evident that they were so ntterly discouraged that no substantial good
could result, while no supports were in sight.

At another point, abont half a mile farther to onr rear, I rallied all
who could be found, and took a strong position in the edge of a cedar
grove, holding it nntil the enemy came up, when my men fired one vol-
ley, and broke without orders. I conducted them to the rear, passing
through the lines of our reserves, and halted at the railroad, where we
remained during the afternoon coliecting onr scattered men.

During the two days’ fight the loss of officers was so great that some
companies had not one to command them, and others not even & ser-
geant. Qur regimental colors were all borne off the field fiying, though
four color-bearers in succession, of the Twenty-first Illinois Volunteers,
were shot down, and two of the color-guard of the Thirty-eighth Illinois
Volunteers, three of the color-gnard of the Fifteenth Wisconsim Volun-
teers, and four of the color-guard of the One hundred and first Ohio
Volunteers fell. Our artillery was all brought off in safety.

I have to report the loss of many officers, who were ornaments to oar
army, and who will be mourned by all who knew them. Col. L. Stem,
One hundred and first Obio Volunteers; Lieut. Col. David McKee, Fif-
teenth Wisconsin Volunteers, and Lieut. Col. M. F. Wooster, One han-
dred and first Ohio Volunteers, were unsurpassed in all the qualities
that make up the brave soldier, the true gentleman, and the pore
pairiot. Capt. James P. Mead, Thirty-eighth Illinois Volunteers, fell,
shot three times, while bravely fighting the enemy with his revolver
after his regiment had retired. Lient. John L. Dillon, Thirty-eight
1llinois Volunteers, commanding Company E, fought with a musket until
he was shot once, when he drew his sword and cheered on his men till
he fel! dead. Other instances of equal gallantry were observed in the
other regiments, but to recount all would give my report an undue
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length. The long, sad list of killed and wounded forms the truest eulo-
gium on the conduct of the troops composing this brigade, and it is by
that list I wish it to be judged.

Of the 10 field officers of the regiments, 3 were killed and 2 wounded.
Seven horses were shot under the regimental, field, and staff officers. Of
my orderlies, Private Pease, Company B, Thirty-sixth Tllinois Volunteers,
had his horse shot under him while carrying tmy orders. Private
Knox, same company, also had his horse shot under him, and while
endeavoring to procure another horse for me was wounded by a grape-
shot and again by a Minié ball, and Corporal Hart, Thirty-eighth Illinois
Volunteers, was stunned and disabled by a cannon ball.

I deem it my duty to call the special attention of the general com-.
manding the Fourteenth Army Corps to Col. John W. S. Alexander,
Twenty-first 1llinois Volunteers, and Col. Hans C. Heg, Fifteenth Wis-
consin Volunteers. While every field officer under my command did his
duty faithfolly, Colenels Alexander and Heg, in my opinion, proved
themselves the bravest of the brave. Had such men as these been in
command of some of our brigades, we should have been spared the
shame of witnessing the rout of our troops and the disgracefal panic,
encouraged, at least, by the example and advice of officers high in
command,

Lient. Col. D. H. Gilmer, commanding Thirty-eighth Illinois Volun-
teers, was always at his post and attending to his duty. Maj. Isaae M.
Kirby, One hundred and first Ohio Volunteeragtook command of the
regiment after the fall of the brave Colonels Stem and Wooster, and
condncted it to the rear, reduced to about 100 men.

Capt. W. A. Hotchkiss, commanding Second Minnesota Battery, and
all his officers and men, deserve credit for their gallantry in the éght,
and energy in preventing the loss of the battery.

Among the staff officers of this army who made themselves nsefal'in
rallying the scattered men, Dr, 1. F. Russell, Second Minnesota Battery ;
Lieut. 8. M. Jones, Fifty-ninth 1llinois Volunteers; Captain Thraston,
aide-de-camp to Major-General McCook, and Chaplain Wilkins, Twenty-
first Illinois Volunteers, came especially nnder my observation.

On the night of December 31 this brigade was ordered to take up posi-
tion near the Nashville pike, 4 miles from Murfreeshorongh.

January 1, 1863, slight skirmishing with the enemy continued during
the day, in which we killed several, capturing 13 prisoners and paroling
11 others, wonnded.

At 3.30 p. m. January 2, while hard fighting was progressing on our
left, I received orders from General Rosecrans to report to him in person.
He directed me to take my command to the left, form it in two lines,
and, should I find our forces repulsed by the enemy, to allow onr men
to pass throngh my lines, and, on the approach of the enemy, give a
whoop and a yell, and goat ’em. With a brigade which, in three days’
bard fighting, had been reduced frow 2,000 to 700 and greatly dis-
conraged, I felt serious apprehension that I would not be able to falfill
the expectations of the general, and, to prepare him for such a resalt,
1 informed him of the condition of my brigade. He said, “Tell them
they must do it for us and for the country.” I told him I would do my
best. My men fell into ranks with the utmost alacrity and marched to
the scens of the conflict, a great portion of the way on the double-quick,
crossiug Stone’s River at a ford. All apprehensions that I had pre-
viously en‘ertained now vanished. I felt confident that they would not
only charge the enemy, but would repulse them. Before reaching the
ground designated, however, I learned that the enemy had already been
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driven back in confusion. I continned my march,and, under the direc-
tion of Brigadier-General Davis, placed my command in the advance,
relieving the command of Colonel Hazen, It wasnow dark. We main-
tained our ground till the morning of January 4, when we returned to
our position on the right.

My loss in killed, wounded, and missing in the engagement at Knob
Gap, near Nolensville, December 26, and the battles of December 30
and 31, 1862, and in frgnt of the enemy cast of Stone’s River, January
2 and 3, 1863, is as follows:

Kilied. Wonnded. a Mieaing.
| .
Command. £l e
gl g e K]
=] o g 12!y
S| & : TH R
i — —
21st, Tlinots. .. ol ] 5
38th Ilinois. ... [ ‘T 17
1018 Qhio . ... a0l ! mn
15¢]; Wisooain .. ......... sl Ul o\ e
Minnesota Battory ......oocvvvrriiien v, T R [ 1}
Total. oo e 20| 4t 1) w3 8n

I cannot close this report without expressing my obligations to the
following named officers of my staff for their zeal, fidelity, and courage
in all the severe engagements embraced in this report, viz : Capt. 8. P.
Voris, Thirty-eighth Illinois Volunteers, acting assistant adjatant-gen-
eral ; Oapt. W. C. Harris, Thirty-eighth Ilinois Volunteers ; Lieut.
Albert Woodbury, Second Minnesota Battery, and Lieut. Walter E.
Carlin, Thirty-eighth Illinois Volunteers. Also to my faithfal orderlies,
Pease, Knox, Amick, and Hart. Private Alexander C. Hosmer, Ons
hundred and first Ohio Volunteers, my elerk, though not required to go
into the battle, was constantly at my side to carry my orders.

Regimental reports and lists of casnalties are herewith inclosed ; also
gﬁrefsogzt of the engagement at Knob Gap, near N olensville, December

. A topographical sketch, showing the ground passed over and posi-
pl?:lls sggcupled by this brigade on December 30 and 31, 1862, is herewith
inelosed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant '
. . P. CARLIN,
Oolonel Thirty-eighth Illinois Volunicers, Commanding.
Lieut. T. W. MORRISON,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

Xo. 26,
Eeport of Maj. Tsaac M. Hirby, One hundred and first Ohio Infantry.

KEAR MURFREESBOROUGH,
January b, 1863,
 OAFTAIN: On the morning of December 26, 1862, in our proper posi-
tion in the brigade, the regiment (Colonel Stem commandin g) marched
from our camp, near Nashville, out on the Edmondson pike. Com-
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missioned officers reported for duty, Col. Leander Stem, Lieut. Col. M.
F. Wooster, Maj. L. M. Kirby, Adjt. Leonard D. Smith, First Surg. T.
M. Cook, Asst. Surg. Walter Caswell, Second Lient. I). I1. Feox, Com-
pany A ; First Lieut. S. B. Beckwith, Company B; Capt. B. B. M-
Donald and Second Lieut. Joln B. Biddle, Company C; Second Lieut.
John B, Latimer, jr., Company D; ¥irst Lient. Lyman Parcher and
Second Lieut, R. D. Lord, Company E; Tirst Lieat. A. R. Hillyer, Com.
pany F; Capt. John Messer and First Lient. John P. Fleming, Com-
pany G; Second Lieut. J. I. Neff, Company H; Capt. N. M. Barnes
and Second Lient. H. A. Taggart, Company I; Second Lieut. P, F.
Cline, Company K, and 441 enlisted men.

Early in the afterncon of the saine day the regiment formed in line of
battle to attack the enemy near Nolensville. Deploying a line of skir-
mishers, we moved to the front about a half a mile, with some little
firing on the part of our skirmishers, who succeeded in captering 2
prisoners. While halting at this point, the enemy was discovered at-
tempting to plant a battery on a hill one-half or three-quarters of a
mile distant. By order of Colonel Carlin, the regiment was wheeled
into line, bayonets fixed, and moved forward to take that battery at all
hazards. The enemy retired on cur approach. We were again moved
forward, by the right of companies to the front, on the enemy in their
new position, a mile distant from this point. Forward we marched,
nnder a heavy fire of shell. Arriving within a quarter of a mile of the
enemy’s battery, weformed into line, and, led by Colonel Stem, charged
at double-quick, succeeding, together with the rest of the brigade, in
taking one gun and 4 prisoners. We were again ordered forward 2
short distance, but soon called off to rest for the night. Our loss was
3 men wounded. Second Lieutenant Oline fell from the ranks on the
lagt charge; afterward reported himself atunned by concussion of shell,

The next day, December 27, we marched out near Knob Gap, where
we rested till Monday morning, December 29, when we again took up
our line of march on the Murfreeshborongh road, going into camp, near
this place, soon after dark.

At or near 10 o'clock, Tuesday morning, December 30, the regiment
was moved forward in ‘double colnmn atf half distance,” supporting the
Twenty-first Regiment Ilinois Volunteers. About 3 o’clock in the afrer-
noon the Twenty-first became engaged with the enemy, the One hundred
and first lying a short distance to the rear, supporting the Second Min-
nesota Battery, which was engaging a battery of the enemy. Juat at
dark the Twenty-first fell back throngh our lines, leaving us in front.
This day our loss was 2 men wounded. Before moving forward, Second
Lieutenant Cline reported himself unfit for duty, and permission was
granted him to go to the rear. Immediately upon taking the front for
the night, we advanced a picket line. The regiment was ordered to
sleep on their arms. Ten men were kept on guard immediately in front
of the regimental lines, ard one fleld oificer constantly on the watch
during the night.

At early daylight, Wednesday morning, December 31, the enemy was
discovered moving in heavy force to our right; soon after their skir-
mishers opened fire on us from the front. By order of Colonel Carlin,
Colone) Btem moved his line forward about & hundred yards, when the
firing became quite brisk. Soon after, Colonel Stem was ordered, to fall
back to his former position, sling knapsacks, and form a new line a short
distance to the rear, which he performed in good order. Here the firing
was very severe. QOur forces falling back on our right, without our
knowledge, the enemy turned our right flank, and poured a terrific cross.
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fire upon our lines, which we were unable to stand; consequently the
regiment fell back in some disorder. 1t was at this time Colonel Stem
and Lieut. Col. Moges F. Wooster fell, mortally wounded, while gal-
lantly and nobly attempting to hold the regiment in line. Colonel Stem
fell just ag he had called out, ** Stand by your colors, boys, for the honor
of the good old State of Ohio.” We again succeeded in rallying the
regiment at the fence, just at the edge of the woods, where we stood
under a terrific fire until we had permission from Colonel Carlin to re-
treat. Then the march became quite disorderly, through the corn-field
and cotton-field, to the edge of the timber, where we againrallied; were
in turn driven from there; rallied again in the woods; marched in good
arder to a new line of battle; were finally ordered from that position,
and formed in front of a debse cedar thicket, from which position we
were soon driven in some confusion ; but we rallied about 30 men on the
colors, and led them back imto the cedars, but were driven from that,
and rallied for the last time on the railroad, from which position we
were marched with the brigade a short distanee to the rear, and rested
till near 3 ¢’clock in the afternoon. Af this time there were present
Captain McDonald, Captain Messer, Captain Barnes, Adjutant Smith,
Lientenant Foxz, Lientenant Latimer, Lieutenant Neff, Lientenant Par-
cher, and Lieutenant Beckwith, all of whom performed their whole duty
nobly during the entire day.

‘We were moved from here to a position in front, west of the railroad,
which we occupied till Friday afternoon, January 2, about 4 o'clock,
when we were taken on double-quick to the left of the lines, and lay in
line of battle during the night and till the afterncor of Saturday, Jan-
uary 3, at which time, Deing quite sick, Colonel Carlin granted me per-
mission to go to the fires in the rear. Captain McDonald, assuming
command, reports to me that the regiment was not actively engaged
from that time ti] 3 o’clock a. m. Sunday, January 4, when they were
relieved and marched to this place, where I joined the regiment early
Sunday morning, though not able for duty,

The loss in the regiment, so far as I bave yst ascertained, is, Col.
Leander Stem, mortalty wounded, @ied at 6 o’clock January 5, 1863 ; Lieut.
Col. Moses I', Wooster, mortally wounded, died Jannary 1, 1863 ; First
Lieut. Asa R. Hillyer, mortally wounded, dicd January 4, 1863; See-
ond Lieut. John B. Biddle, killed on the field; First Lient. John P.
Fleming, wounded in the arm, supposed to be a prisoner; Second
Lieut. R. D. Lord, slightly wouunded ; killed, 15 ¢nlisted men ; wounded,
122 ; missing, 92.*

Second Lient. Henry A. Taggart I have not seen since early in the
morning, December 25, 1862, but think he bas gone to Nashville. He
wag quite unwell, and excused by the surgeon, and may have been taken
to Nashville on aceount of sickness. It is difficnlt to make selections of
commanding officers for gallant conduct, when all who are now present
performed their duty so gallantly, but cannot lose this opportunity to
thank Capt. John Messer and First Licut. Lyman Parcher for their
determined efforts Quring the battle to serve their country and sus-
tain the reputation of the regiment. To Adjt. Leonard D. Smith I am
particularly indebbed for valuable assistance and the leroic examples
he gave others, Color Sergt. James M. Rolerts deserves mention here
for gallant conduct. He never faitered, always planted the colors
promptly where directed, and never moved them till ordered. My
thanks are due to Orderly Sergt. Samuel Strayer, commanding Com
pany K, for maaaging his company well till he fell, wounded, on the

* But see revised statement, p. 208.
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field, and to Orderly Sergt. Isaac P. Rule, for taking command of
Company I from January 1 to January 5, Captain Barnes being sick
and unfit for field duty. )

First Lieut. Asa R. Hillyer and Second Lieut. John B. Biddle fell
while hercically attempting to rally their men. The regiment has lost
in them officers whose places cannot be filled, and the country patriots
who served faithfully fo the last.

The regiment is particularly indebted to Asst. Surg. Walter Caswell
for gallantly staying by them under the heaviest fire.

We have now present for duty 10 commissioned officers and 178 en-
listed men. Present, on detached service, 15 enlisted men, and report
19 enlisted men known to have gone to Nashville.

Respectfully, 1. M. KIREY
. . b

Major, Comdg. One hundred and first Regt. Ohio Vol. Infty.

Capt. SamMUEL P. VoRris,
Acting Asgistant Adjutant-General.

No. 27.
Report of Col. William E. Woodruff, commanding Third Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD BRIGADE, FIRST DIVISION,
RiceT WING, FOURTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
January 5, 1863.

81k: I have the honor to report the operations of the Third Brigade,
First Division, of the right wing, in the five days’ battle before Mur-
freesborough.

This brigade having held the advanced position on Overall’s Creek
in the afternoon and night of Monday, December 29, was the base of
formation for the line of battle on Tresday morning. At an early hour

.on the morning of the 30th, I received instructions that we would move

forward in line of battle. .

I was directed to join my left with Brigadier-General Sill's brigade,
holding tbe right of the Second Division, under Brigadier-General Sheri-
dan, and that Colonel Carlin, commanding the Becond Brigade of the
First Division, wounld connect his line with my right. . .

This brigade was accordingly formed in two lines, the Thirty-fifth Iili-
nois Regiment, Lientenant-Colonel Chandler, on theright; the Twenty-
fifth Illinois Regiment, Col. T. D. Williams commanding, on the left, in
the first line of battle, and the Eighty-first Indiana Regiment, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Timberlake, in the second line in reserve, the extreme
left on the right of [the Wilkinsont] turnpike; the Eighth Wisconsin
Battery, of four guns, Captain Carpenter commanding, being placed in
the interval between Brigadier-General Sill's right and my left. My
front was curtained with two companies of skirmishers, detailed from
the Twenty-fifth and Thirty-fifth INlinois Regiments, under the com-
mand and immediate supervision of Major McIlwain, of the Thirty-
fifth Illinois Regiment. The commands to my rigcht and left were
formed in the same manner.

We moved forward on the morning of Tuesday, the 30th, at about 10
oclock, and balted on the edge of a large cotton-field, immediately in
front of a wood running parallel with the turnpike, our lines facing Mur-
freesborough, which was in a southeasterly direction. This was about
11 a. m.
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No enemy being visible in our front, I caused a few shells to be
thrown into the woeds beyond, but met no response. The topography
of the country in this line and in my front was a cotton-field, which we
then occupied, at the farther end of which was a belt or strip of timber,
ending at 2 corn-field on my left and front, and immediately in front of
Brigadier-General Siil’s right. This corn-field extended to a narrow,
heavy-timbered wood, bordered Ly a rail fence. Beyond this timber
was a eorn-field, receding toward a ravine, terminated by a bluff wood
bank, along the foot of which, in the ravine, was the enemy’s line of
battle, with its supports and artillery on the elevation.

We remained in position until about 3 p. m., when my skirmishers
were ordered forward to occupy the belt of timber, which they did.
Major Mecllwain, who was in command, reported to me that the enemy’s
skirmishers were in the farthest wood to our front and left, and desired
me to send him a further support of one company, which was sent him,
with orders to press their skirmishers back. Theskirmishing soon com-
menced briskly, and my brigade was ordered to advance, which it did in
admirable order, and was halted in the first belt of timber.

Desiring to know the position of the enemy’s line, and the situation
of their skirmishers, I proceeded to the line of skirmishers, to assist in
directing their movements and urge them on, and, having given them
directions in person, returned to my command, to be ready to move for-
ward to their support. Thé wood was so thick and brushy on my right
that it was difficult to see farther than the left of the Second Brigade;
but as I discovered it advancing, we moved forward also, to protect its
ttank. ~ Sheridan’s division had halted some 100 yards in rear of my bri-
gade, bis line of skirmishers joining my line of battle.

At this juncture my skirmishers commenced falling back rapidly,
and I endeavored to get the officer in commmand of those of Sheridan’s
division to advance to their support, as those of my brigade had not
only driven the enemy from my front, but General Sill’s also; but, as
he had no orders to move forward, he refused. The emergency being
imminent, Colonel Williams was ordered to detach the lett company
of his regiment, and deploy it forward as skirmishers, to relieve or
strengther those engaged, as eircumstances might require, while the
brigade was advanced to support then.

The command pressed forward in splendid order, and soon became
hotly engaged, and drove the enemy back through the wood and corn-
field in their own lines. As we were now far in advance of any sup-
port upon the left, I deemed it advisable to halt and wait for them to
come up, and, therefore, took position in rear of the rail fence, my right
nearly at right angles to my line of battle, thereby obtaining an obligue,
a8 well as direct, fire; but the space to be occupied by this brigade was
50 great that the Eighty-first Indiana Regiment was ordered up to com-
plete my line, thereby leaving me no reserves.

The battery was placed in the anpgle of the fence to protect my right
and front. Shortly after taking this position, Brigadier-General Siil
joined me on the left. We remained in position, receiving a heavy fire,
and occasionally replying with shell, until toward night, when the enemy
opened a heavy artillery fire, apparently on the right of Colonel Carlin’s
brigade. Thus, discovering their battery, and mine being iu good range
and position to enfilade theirs, Captain Carpenter was ordered to
silence their battery, which he did in handsome style in about five min-
ates.

An attack of infantry was then made from the same point on Colonel
Carlir, and a8 their lines presented the same advantage, Captain Car-
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two rifle guns posted in rear of Harding’s dweliing, the battery on my
right completely enfllading my line, but was firing over me, deing but
little dammage, except from falling limbs. The battery in my front oceu-
pied all of my guns. After a rapid fire of from three-quarters {0 an hour
this battery was driven from its place. 1 continued to fire at it unti]
they gained cover of a hill.

In this engagement Corporal Burke, while gallantly performing the
duties of gunner, had his thumb shot off. Privates Quinn and Brady
were slightly hurt by a falling limb.

None of my horses were hart, and only slight damage done to my
guns, viz: One sponge-staft shot in two, one spoke from right wheel of
left center gun shot out by piece of shell, and the trail hand-spike of
the first gun shot off,

I remaired in this position until dark without firing, as the rifle guns
to my right were out of my reach. The enemy’s skirmishers, baving
taken a position abiout 350 yards from our lines, kept up a rattling fire
{doing no damage) until dark, when I moved my command to the rear,
to feed and rest my men for the night, where I received a supply of
ammunition,

At daylight I received orders from the brigade commander to move
at the same time the line of infantry charged to my first position, on
the left of the brigade, and cover the charge. I moved to the left and
came into battery, but found I could do nothin gfrom that position, and,
Gnding that the right of the line was hard pressed, I moved to the right
to support the Tenth and Nineteenth South Caroling Regimentsz from
which point I commenced firing on the enemy’s infantry, and was imme-
diately opened on by one of the enemy’s batteries, posted in the wood
to the right of the Nolensville turnpike. Our infantry having fallen
back to the old line, I kept up a regular fire to cover their preparations
for a fresh charge. During the time between the first and second
charges, some general officer, with staff escort, came to the front of the
enemy’s line, and in about 500 yards of ny position. I gave them a few
rounds of shot and shell, when they retired at & run. I think I muost
have done them some damage, as I saw my shell burst and shot strike
among them, and afterward found one of the horses killed with g round
shot. Oar line being reformed, made a second cbarge, drove the enemy
across & field within short range, where I had a good chance and gave
them spherical case and canister.

During this engagement I regret to have to report Private Richard
Murphy killed, Private Wiiliam Shea wounded, and 1 of my lead horses
killed and 2 othersso badly wounded that I was compelled to leave them.

I was then ordered o report to Brigadier-General Maney, which I did,
and was ordered to remain under cover until be could find a place for me,
which I did. My command was not again bronght ioto action. T con-
tinued to follow in rear of my brigade until dark, when I took a position
in the woods to the left of the Nolensville pike for the night, and bere
received a full supply of ammunition for my 6-pounder guns and some
12-pounder ammunition.

I met with a great deal of trouble from the great number of friction-
primers that were worthless. I was compelled to make on the field
quill-primers, which answered the purpose. I would here request that
a supply of primers be furnished my battery ai once, as it would he
totally unserviceable in a fight as it is.

I would here request to mention the gallant conduct of Tirst Lient.
Charles W. Watkins, to whom [ was greatly indebted for his coolness and
close attention to orders while under fire; also Sergeants Martin,
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N v, and Armstrong. In mentioning these names I do not wish
t’loutli'g?rs’mct from the resg of my command, all of whow acted with great
coolness and attention, the gunners firing slowly and deliberately,

i ood service.
doinfgofnd that the lack of long-range guns was a great drawbach to our
batteries, for the enemy could, at a distance too far for us, fire upon our
lipes without interruption and in perfect safety, making his aim more
accurate and fire more destructive.

rLcI regret to report that, upon the night of the 30th, Qua.rtermasper
Sergt. Thomas Maxwell, while attempting to get to the company with
rations, passed through a gap in our line of battle between the left of th,e
Fourth Brigade and the right of the First, was fired upon by the enemy’s
pickets, killing his horse and wounding im very severely in the knee.

j tinll
Major, I am, respectfully, D. D. WATEES,
Captain, Commanding Waters' Battery.

No, 224.

Report of Lieut. Gen. William J. Hardee, C. 8. Army, commanding Army
Corps.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
Tullahoma, Tenn., March 11, 1863,

SIRr : I have the honor to forward, by the hands of Col. J. H. Kelly,
Eighth Arkansas Volunteers, Lieutenant-General Hardee’s corps, the
report of that general of the part taken by his corps in the battle of
Murfreesborough, December 31 to Japuary 3; also the reports of di-
vision and brigade commanders, inclading those of Major-General
McCown’s division, which was, during the most important part of the
operations, under Lieatenant-General Hardee. o

Some errors and misapprehensions of Major-General Breckinridge,
incorporated in his report, will be corrected by reference to copies ot
notes received from him on the field of battle, and which are appended
to the report, with an order for the cavalry movement, indorsed by
Brigadier-General Pegram as ‘“received.” To these papers, appended to
General Blreckinridge]’s repgﬁ,l I invite %)edqlaltatbentloa.

am, sir, very respect onr obedient servan
Fam, St very respectfully, 7 BRAXTON BRAGG,
General, Commanding,
General 8. COOPER, )
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.

[Inclosars. |

HEADQUARTER® BARDER's CORPS,
Tullahoma, Tenn., February 28, 1863.

COLONEL : After the campaign in Kentucky, our forces were collected
at Muarfreesborough, while the enemy gradually concentrated an army,
reported 70,000 strong, around Nashville,. Every preparation that fore-
cast could suggest was made by them to crush our army'and obtain pos-
session of Central Tennessee. For mnearly two months there was ap-
parent inaction, interrupted only by skirmishes, raids, and & successful
affair at Hartsville. The enemy occupied Nashville, their right extend-
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ing toward Franklin and their left toward Lebanon, Our center was at
Murfreesborough, under Lieutenant-General Polk, our right at Renady-
vj{\{e, under Major-General McCown, and our left at Triune and Eagle-
ville.

Such was the situation of the armies when information was received,
on December 26, that General Rosecrans was advancing with 60,060 men
from Nashville against Murfreesborough. The first demonstration was
made against Triune by an advance of the enemy on the Shelbyville
turnpike, Cleburne’s division and Adams’ brigade, under my immediate
command, were posted in that vicinity. The commanding general having
decided to accept battle and to defend Murfreesborough, I withdrew
my command the succeeding day by his order, leaving Wood’s brigade
and Wharton’s cavalry to skirmish with the enemy near Triune. This
was done boldly and sucecessfully, and they rejoined the command on the
28th at Murfreesborough. My corps consisted of Breckinridge's and
Clel;ilrne’s divisions {each of four brigades) and Wheeler's brigade of
cavalry.

Murfreeshorongh is situated 30 miles southeast of Nashville, in 3 fer-
tile, gently undulating, and highly cultivated country, in the midst of the
great plain that atretches from the base of the Cumberland Mountains
toward Nashville. The Chattancoga Railroad, the chief line of commu-
nication from Tennessee to the South Atlantic States, passes through it,
and numerous excellent turnpikes radiate from it in every direction.
Stone’s River flows about 2 miles west of the town, through low banks
of limestone, steep, and in some places difficult to pass, and gradaally
trends to the north as a tributary of the Cumberland. At this time the
stream could everywhere be passed without difficulty by infantry, and
at the usual fords was not more than ankle-deep, but heavy rains in a
few hours swell it to an impassable torrent, and it subsides as rapidly.
The road to Lebanon passes nearly due north from Murfreesborongh H
that to Triune nearly west; that to Salem a little south of west, and the
Nashville turnpike northwest, crossing Stone’s River about 1} miles
from Murfreesborough. The railroad, leaving the depot on the west of
the town, crosses Stone’s River about 200 yards above the turnpike ford.
At 400 or 500 yards beyond this it intersects the Nashville tarnpike at a
very acute angle, running between it and the river for about 700 yards,
when the stream turns to the east by a sharp bend, and then resumes its
northern course. The field of battle offered no peculiar advantages for
defense. The open fields beyond the town are fringed with dense cedar
brakes, offering excellent shelter for approaching infantry, and are almost
impervious to artillery. The country on every side is entirely open, and
was accessible to the enemy.

On Sunday morning, December 28, the troops were moved into line
of battle. The river separated our right from the left. By order of the
commanding general, the space between the Lebanon road and the ford
ou the Nashville road, making the right of the army, was occupied by my
corps. [ arranged my troops in two lines, Breckinridge’s division form-
ing the first line and Cleburne’s the second. The former was arran ged
with Adams’ brigade resting on the Lebanon road, abount 14 miles from
the town. The line was broken by an intervening field about 300 yards
wide, which was left apparently unocccupied, but was covered by the
Twentieth Tennessee and {E. B.] Wright's [Tennessee]rbattery, of Pres-
ton’s brigade, which swept it and the field in front. The remsainder of
Preston’s brigade rested with its right in the woods, and extended along
the margin of the grove, with its left toward the river. Palmer’s and
Hanson’s brigades completed the line, with the left of Hanson resting
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pear the ford. Cleburne’s division was posted 800 yards in rear of, and
parallel to, that of Breckinridge. Polik’s corps ex‘ended beyond the
river, with its right near the stream, and about 200 yards in advaunce
of my left. Withers’ division formed the front line of this corps, and
Cheatham’s the second, while McCown’s division was held in reserve
near the town. ) )

No movement of importance oceurred until Monday evening. It was
deemed necessary to hold a hill situated about 600 yar(_ls in advance of
Hanson’s brigade, as it commanded the sloping hill-sides toward the
river in front, and from it the right of General Polk’s line could be enfi-
laded. In the evening the enemy attempted to take this position, but
was vigorously repulsed by a portien of Hanson’s brigade, and the hill
was occupied by our batteries. o

During Monday night the cavalry of Brigadier-General Whecler, at-
tached to my corps, was moved from our right by a vircaitous route
through Jefferson and La Vergne against the communications of the
enemy. After making an entire circuit of the enemy’s lines, this daring
officer, having inflicted severe injury by the destruction of several hun.
dred wagons and many small-arms, and by the capture of several han-
dred prisoners, returned through Nolensville and Triane to Murfrees
borougl.

Thegnext day (Tueaday, the 30th) heavy skirmishing took place on our
left between the right of the enemy and the command of Lieutenant-Gen.

ral Polk.
e In the afternoon of that day I received instructions from the com.
manding general to proceed to the left, to take command of McCown’s
division, to place it in position, and to move Cleburre’s division from our
extreme right in the same direction. The order wag communicated to
Cleburne, and I proceeded at once to the left. Ifound MeCown’s divis
ion, consisting of three brigades, in two lines—Ector’s and Rains’ bri-
gades in the first, and MeNair's in the second line, with Rains’ brigade
so situated as to be enfiladed by & battery from the enemy. Orders were
given to rectify the position of Rains, and to place McNair on the first
line. Cleburne’s division was brought forward and placed 500 yards in
rear of McCown, a8 a second line. During the night, the commanding

eneral baving determined to attack the enemy on our left, Brigadier-
%eneral Wharton was ordered to report to me, and I was instructed,
with the two divisions mentioned and Wharton’s cavalry, to commenco
the attack at dawn the next morning. The new position which my com-
mand now occupied is embraced in the angle between the Salem turn-
pike and the Triune road. About half a mile from Murfreeshorough, on
the Nashville road, the Wilkinson turnpike diverges to the left, passing
nearly equidistant between it and the Triune road. Each of tbese roads
crosses Stone’s River about 14 miles west of the town. Theriver makesa
bend in the shape of 2 horseshoe to the west, and the roads cross at the
bases of the bend. The enemy’s right was about three-quarters of a nile
beyond the river, with their line south of the Triune road, and extending
almost northwardly toward the Wilkinson pike and the i‘T.ashvllle road.
The foree under my immediate command Wednesday morning was 10,045
infantry and artillery, under McCown and Cleburne, and 2,000 cavalry,
under Brigadier-General Wharton. ]

1 ordered Wharton tc make a detour of the enemy’s right, and to fall
upen their flank and rear, while the infantry and artillery moved upor
them in front. He dashed forward at a gallop at daybreak, and soon
reached the Wilkinson turnpike, 23 miles in the rear. With Colone!
[John T.] Cox’s command {First Confederate Cavalry], he charged with
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great impetuosity and took prisoners the Seventy-fifth Illinois Regiment,
aptain [, P.] Christian, of the Texas Rangers [Eighth Texas Cavalry],
with four companies, at the same time charged and took a complete baf-
tery of the enemy, with all its guns, caissons, horses, and artillerists.
By these dashes 1,500 prisoners fell into our hands. W harton after-
ward swept around toward the Nashville turnpike, and found the egem ¥'s
cavalry in position to defend their menaced trains. Harrison, Ashby,
and Hardy were ordered to charge. This was met by a counter-charge
of the enemy, sapposed to be the Fourth Regular Cavalry, who were
routed in confusion. The entire cavalry force of the enemy was de-
ployed beyond this point. Wharton’s entire brigade was now ordered to
charge; 2,000 horsemen dashed forward to the assault. The field was
favorable, the charge irresistible, the conflict short. The enem y fled in
wild dismay 2 miles beyond Overall’s Creek, leaving in our hands several
hundred wagons, 400 additional prisoners, and several pieces of artillery.

The conduct of Wharton and his brigade cannot be too highly com-
mended. After a day of brilliant achievements, he covered the left of
my infantry at night.

Major-General McCown having failed to get McNair's brigade on the
line of battle Tuesday night, as directed by me, the brigade was moved
into position early the next morning, and McCown advanced with his
division against the enemy, about 600 yards distant, with McNair on the
right of Ector and with Rains’ brigade on the left. The division of
Major-General Cleburne was about 500 yards in rear of McCown, as a
second line. The two divisions were posted on the left of Lieutenant.
General Poli’s command. The troops advanced with animation and
soon became hotly engaged. The enemy were broken and driven
through a cedar brake after a rapid and successful charge by MeCown's
command, in which Brigadier-General [Auvgnst] Willich and many pris-
oners were taken,

A signal instance of courage was shown by Col. J. C. Burks, of the
Eleventh Texas. This brave officer, though mortally wounded, still led
and cheered on his regiment until he fell exhansted at its head.

Another instance was shown by Sergt. A, Sims, flag-bearer of the
Tenth Texas, who, seeing a Federal flag-bearer endeavoring to rally his
regiment, sprang forward, seized the standard, and in the stroggle both
were shot down, waving their flags with their last breath, The Federal
flag was captared,

I had ordered McCown and Cleburne, as they crushed the line of the
enemy, to swing round by & continued change of direction to the right,
with Polk’s left as a pivot, while Wharton was to make a diversion on their
flank and rear. This was done by Cleburne, but was not g0 promptiy
execated by McCown, on account of the position of the enemy in his front.
McCown continued westwardly, fighting toward OQverall’s Creek, far to
our left, while Cleburne, executing the maneuver, changed his direction
northeastwardly toward the Wilkinson turnpike, which placed him on
the right of McCown and filled the jaterval between McCown and Polk,
The line, now single and withont support, engaged and drove the enemy
with great carnagethrough the fields and cedar brakes which lie between
the Triune and Wilkinson roads. Before this £ap in the line was filled
by Cleburne, McCown’s right flank was exposed. McNair halted his bri-
gade, while Liddell advanced gallantly, filling the interval, covered Me-
Nair'sunprotected right, and engaged asuperior force of the enemy posted
behind a rail fence. These two brigades charged the enemy with impet-
nosity, took their battery,and pursued their broken and fleeing regiments
before Ector and Rsins counld be brought into action.
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Genera. MeNair left a sick bed to enter the battle, and after conduct-
ing his brigade with gallantry, becoming exhauasted, was ordered to re-
tire from the field. The command then devolved upon Colonel [R. W,
Tper. )
Haéslr} this time Liddell, who was upon the left of Johnson’s brigade, bad
become sepurated from Clebarne’s division by following the movement
of MeCown. Thecommand was near the Wilkinson turnpike, at a point
where the enemy had established a hospital. They Lad driven them
nearly 2 miles. The men were greatly fatigued and their ammunition
exhausted. As soon as this was replenished, I ordered them again to
advance. Raine’ brigade being fresh, was brought forward 1o the right
to attack a battery, while Ector's, McNair’s, and Liddell's brigades
moved forward in the direction of the Nashwlie_ road. Ector and Har-
per, though enfiladed by a battery, forced their way through a cedar
brake in which the enemy were posted, while Rains advanced upon the
battery. Unfortunately, this brave officer and accomplisked gentleman
fell, shot threugh the heart, and his brigade recoiled in confusion. Eetor
and Harper were ordered to fall back under cover, while [J. T.] Huom-
phreys’ battery bravely engaged sixteen pieces of the enemy until onr
infantry were sheltered. o ) .
The divisions of McCown and Cleburne in single line had now driven
the enemy, with great slaughter, for several miles througb the cedar
brakes toward the Nashvilleturnpike. Cleburne (originaily formed with
Brigadier-General Polk’s brigade on the right, Johnson’s in the center,
and LiddelVs on the left, with Wood’s in reserve) hadengaged the enemy
shortly after McCown commenced the attack. Havingchanged direction
toward the northeast, he encountered theirfirst line, posted behind fences
and in dense thickets, a little north of the Triune road. In the open
ground beyond were other lines and batteries. Limestone rocks in the
thickets furnished the enemy admirable natural defenses. The divigion
dashed forward, and, after a bloody struggle of half an hour, hurled the
first line back upon the second, which, in turn, was breken, and the
mingled lines were driven in disorder toward the Wilkinson tarnpike.
‘Wood's brigade dispersed the One hundred and first Ohio and the bri-
gade composed of the Thirty-eighth Illinois, the Twenty-first, Eighty-
first, and Fifteenth Wisconsin. The Seventeenth Tennessee captured
a Michigan battery, while the Second Arkansas [Mounted Rifles*] again
routed the Twenty-second Indiana, capturing its colonel. -This regi-
ment is the same that the Second Arkansss bad routed at Perryviile,
and which, during the campaign of last year, had behaved with such
barbarity to the people of Arkansas. It was in this conflict that Colonel
{A. 8.] Marks, of the Severteenth Tennessee Regiment, was severely
wounded while galiantly leading and encouraging his men. It was also
in this conflict that Liddell’'s and Johnsou’s brigades suffered their great-
estloss. Theenemy several times attempted to make a stand, bat were
each time forced back. Our troops were vigorously pressing forward,
when & third line, strongly supported by artillery, stood revealed on the
south side of the turnpike. The cannonade was fierce, but conld not
check our advance. After a stubboru combat the enemy were broken,
and fled to the cedar brakes between the Nashville and Wilkinson turn-
ikes,
B G?Sebume was now in advance of Cheatham and Withers, and as he
crossed the open grounds near the tarnpike he was enfiladed by a bat-
tery posted on an eminence directly on his right flank. Captain {T. B.
Hotchkins, acting chief of artillery of Cleburne’s division, placed [J. H.

* Dismounted.
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Calvert’s and [Put.] Darden’s batteries in position near the Wilkinson
turnpike, and boldly engaged some heavy rifled batteries of the enemy.
This officer nobly discharged his duty, and was twice wounded. The
First Arkansas and the Fifth Confederate afterward charged the bat-
teries, and captured four of the guns. Several colors, a large number
of prisoners, medical stores, hospitals, ammunition trains, and caissons,
were captured in this conflict. The battle at this point was bloody.
Here General [Joshua W.] Sill, of the Federal Army, was slain.

Cleburne had now driven back all the forces of the enemy beyond the
Wilkinson road, when another line was displayed in the cover of the
sedar woods between the Wilkinson and Nashville tarnpikes. Wood,
Polk, and Johnson charged this line, receiving a beavy fire. Here Lieu-
tenant-Colonel {Dongl McGregor, of the First Arkansas, and Major [J.
T.] McReynolds, of the Thirty-seventh Tennessee, two brave officers, fell,
mortally wonnded. Brigadier-General Liddell attacked the enemy near
the left of Brigadier-General Johnson, whom he bad rejoined, and, after
an obstinate conflict, threw theminto confusion. Here Col. Samuel [G.]
Smith, of the Sixth and Seventh Arkansas,and Colopel [John H.] Kelly,
of the Eighth Arkansas, both gallant officers, were wounded ; and here
Lieutenant-Colonel [John E.] Murray, of the Fifth Arkansas, courage-
ously bore the colors of his regiment to the front, while Private J. K.
Leslie, of the same regiment, captured the colors of the enemy with his
own hands. A portion of Cleburne’s division was repulsed, but, after a
bloody combat, the enemy were finally dislodged. On our right their
lines remained unbroken. With our inferior numbers no further advance
could be bazarded until all my forces were collected. Wood, having
fallen back for ammunition, was detained to protect the ordnance train.
The remaining brigades ocoupied the cedar brakes and fields near the
Nashvilleroad. The command of Cleburne was now reformed, and about
3 o’clock he essayed again to rout a fresh line of the enemy near the Nash-
ville tornpike. The enemy were again broken with heavy loss. Johnson’s
brigade was conspicnous in the conflict, in which the brigade of Preston
Smith also shared. Itwas now past 3 o’clock. In moving through the
open grounds to drive the enemy from the last positions they held near
the railroad, a fierce and destructive enfilading fire of artillery was poured
upon the right of Cleburne’s division from batteries massed near the
railroad embankments. At this critical moment the enemy bronght
up o fresh line to oppose our wearied troops. Our ammunition was
exhansted. Smith's brigade recoiled in confusion. " Johnson and Polk
followed, and the division was repulsed. It was rallied and reformed in
tha:gge of the cedar woods, abont 400 yards in rear of the most ad-
van position we had won. Brigadier-General Polk in this conflict
suffered very severely, but, while we snstained, we inflicted great loss.

‘When I withdrew from the extreme right, ‘i‘uesday evening, Major-
General Breckinridge’s division was left in its original position on the
Lebanon road. Brigadier-General Jackson having reporited to me with
his brigade, it was posted on the east side of the Lebanon road, to the
right of A&ams’ brigade. These five brigades, under Major-GGeneral
Breckinridge, remained in position from Sunday to Wednesday without
any material eveut, except a skirmish for an artillery position, already
mentioned.

About 11 o’clock Wednesday the brigades of Adams and Jackson
were, in obedience to orders of the commanding general, sent across
the river to the assistance of Lieutenant-Gencral Polk, who was re-
ported to be hard pressed. Crossing the ford about midday, they were
formed pear the intersection of the Nashville Railroad and turnpike,
with their right stretching to the river, and were moved down the Nash-
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ville turnpike and railroad against the center of the enemy, passing in
the direction of the burnt brick building known as the Cowan house.
The brigade of Jackson passed by those of Chalmers and Donelson in
the direction of the Cowan house, while Adamés’, extending toward the
river, attacked the enemy between 1 and 2 o'elock. A desperate strug-
gle for a passage down the Nashville road ensued just before Cleburne
became engaged aguinst their right, 2 miles farther on. The force was
unequal to the task., It recoiled after a loss of one-third of the command.

A short time after, Preston and Palmer were ordered to cross the ford,
to continue the same movement, and Hanson’s brigade alone remained
on the east side of Stone’s River. They reached the ground just after
Jackson and Adams were repulsed, General Adams having been
wounded while gallantly conducting his brigade. They were quickly
formed under the immediate command of Major-General Breckinridge,
and moved across the plain iu fine order under the fire of the enemy’s
artillery.

Many men and officers were killed along the live, the prinecipal loss
falling upon Preston’s brigade. The Twentieth Tennessee, of Preston’s
brigade, vainly endeavored near the river to carry a batiery, and, after
8 heavy loss, including their gallant commander, Colonel [T. B.] Smith,
who was severely wouuded, was compelled to fall back under cover,
Palmer, being tarther on the left, suffered but little. The remaining
regiments ot Preston's brigade encountered great difficulty in passing
the fences and pickets at the Cowan house, and, being exposed to an
enfilading fire of infantry and artillery at short range, were thrown into
some confusion. They were soon rallied, and, rushing forward with
cheers across the intervening space, entered the cedar brakes in front.

At 4 o'clock our line was almost parallel with the Nashville turnpike for
about 2 miles, stretching from the point of woods near the Cowan house
toward Overall's Creek. Preston occupied the extreme right of my line,
and the divisions of Cleburne and McCown extended northwest, almost.
parallel with the railroad. Liddell’s brigade formed the extreme left.
The enemy occupied the ground northwest of the railroad, lying between
it and Stone’s River, toward Nashville. Here they massed a vast strength
of artillery and infantry. Their right had been completely turned,
crushed, and beaten back for more than 3 miles. Great eonfusion pre-
vailed, but their strength was still such that we could not undertake to
force the position without unwise hazard. 'We had lost nearly a third of
the commands engaged. If, at the moment when the enemy weredriven
from the thick woods north of the Wilkinson tornpike, a fresh division
could have replaced Cleburne’s exhausted troops and followed up the
victory, the rout of Rosecrans’ army would have been complete. The
interval required to collect and reform our lines, now shattered by four
successive conflicts, was occapied by the enemy in planting heavy bat-
teries and massing fresh columns of infantry to oppose our farther ad-
vance. I sent for re-enforcements. The commanding general replied he
had none to give me. Hanson’s brigade alone remnained fresb and un-
fought, The enemy lay beyond the range of our guns, securely sheltered
behind the strong defense of the railroad embankment, with wide, open
fields intervening, which were swept by their superior artillery. It would
have been folly, not valor, to assail them in this position. I gave the
order to hold the wood, 400 yards in rear of the advanced position we had
won, and to bivonac for the night.

During the day the men and officers of my command had displayed
the most splendid courage. Twenty-three pieces of cannon and more
than 4,000 prisoners, with a corresponding number of small-arms, re-
warded their valor. With 12,000 men of all arms, we had driven back
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and utterly ronted MeCook’s corps, ascertained by his captured returns
to have been 18,000 strong, and several brigades and divisions which it
is known were sent to his support. :

For 3 miles in our rear, amid the thick cedars and the open fields,
where the Federal lines had been originally formed, their dead and their
dying, their hospitals, and the wreck of that portion of their army marked
our victorious advance. OQur bivonac fires were lighted at night within
500 yards of the railroad embankment, behind which their disordered
battalions songht shelter.

Wednesday night was elear apd cold. The armies maintained their
relative positions. Some picket skirmishing ocearred during the night.
No action of importance nor material change of position oecurred until
about 2 o’cloek in the afterncon of Friday, January 2. The command-
ing general, anxious to secure a position on the east bank of the river,
from which he conld enfilade the lines of the enemy, ordered Major-Gen-
eral Breckinridge, with bis eutire division, to seize a hill about 1,600 yards
in front of the position occupied by Hanson’s brigade. At 4 o’clock the
division moved forward. It swept over the crest of the hill, routing a
division of the enemy, who fled in disorder across the stream, after leav-
ing many killed, wounded, and prisoners. Our men pursued them with
great ardor. A division reported to be that of General [J. 8.] Negley,
and a brigade under General Porter [Palmer], held the opposite side of
theriver. This fresh force poured a withering fire from an advantageous
position upon our meu. Breckinridge's division, after a bloody struggle
not exceeding forty minates, in which at least 1,200 men were killed and
wounded, was repulsed. Many brave men and able officers fell in the
attack. Among the latter Brigadier General [R. W.] Hanson, a spirited
and intrepid officer, was mortally wounded early in the action. As this
movement was made without my knowledge, and under the immediate
suri»ervision of Major-General Breckinridge, I refer to his report for de:
tails.

Friday night, the commanding general, apprehending an attack on
our right, east of Stone’s River, ordered me to withdraw Cleburne’s and
McCown’s divisions from the left, and to place them in their original
positious-—the former in rear of Breckinridge’s line, the latter in reserve.
These divisiona did not get into position unti! late that night. Cold and
drenching rain set in and continned thronghout the succeeding day.
The enemy manifested po disposition to attack, but our troops, being
worn down by the hardships of their winter bivouacs and the exhaustion
of battle, and the commanding general having received information that
the enemy were being largely re-enforced, he determined to re*‘re,

In obedience to his orders, on the morning of January 4, I withdrew
my command by the Manchester roud to Tullahoma, in good order and
withont molestation,

1t is worthy of remark that at Murfreesborough, whenever the fight
was confined principally to musketry, and the enemy had no advantage
in artillery, we were successful. It was only when they had massed
heavy batteries, under cover of the railroad embankments, that we were
repulsed. In every form of contest in which mechanical instruments,
requiring skill and heavy wachinery to make them, ean be used, the
Federals are our superiors. In every form of coutest in which manly
courage, patient endurance, and brave impulse are the gqualities and
conditions necessary to success, we have invariably been successfal.
Long-range canuon and improved projectiles can be made only by great
mechanical gkill, heavy machinery, and abundant resources, The enemy
18, therefore, saperior in artillery. Infantry covstitutes the great arm
of the service, and its appointments and equipments are simple. The

!
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Tederal infantry, unsupported by artillery, has pot in a single instance
fonght successfully with ours when the odds were less than three to
wo. .

‘ 1 herewith inclose a tabular statement (A}, which exhibits the losses
gustained by the divisions of McCown, Breckinridge, and Cleburne,
and the brigades of Jackson and Wharton, amounting to 5,663 in killed,
wounded, and missing. ) ]

To the officers and men of my command I return my rearttelt thanks
for the ability and striking courage displayed by them at Murfreesbor-
ough. The field required that much sbould be confided to the command-
ers of divisions, brigades, and regiments, and it is to me a grateful duty
to acknowledge how well these officers merited my confidence. The
men illustrated the day by a discipline, courage, and devotion never
surpagsed. In the reportsof my subordinate commanders will be found
many instances of individual heroism which the limits of this report will
not permit me to record. )

Mg thanks are due to the members of my staff, namely : Maj. T. B,
Roy, chief of staff; Capt.D. H. Poole, assistant ad_]uta-pt-generali_ Capt.
D. & White, acting assistant adjutant-general ; Maj. W. D. Pickett,
asgistant inspector-general; Capt. 5. L. Black, assigtant inspector-
geperal; Lieut, T. W. Hunt, assistant 'inspeptor-genex:al; Lieut. W. Ww.
Wilkins, aide-de-camp; Maj. L. Hoxton, chief of artillery; Maj. J. M.
Kennard, chief of ordnance ; Surg. A. L. Breysacher, medical ingpector;
Maj. C W. Gassett, chief quartermaster; Maj. W. E. Moore, chief of
subsistence, and to General W. C. Whitthorne, adjutant- general of the
State of Tennessee, and Capt. [Maj.] Thomas Claiborne, C. 8. Army,
who volunteered their services.

My thanks are also especially due to Capts. 8. W, Presstman and J, W.
Green, of the engineer corps, for active and efficient service, snd to
Sorg. D. W. Yandell, my medical director, to whose good management
I am indebted for having both my own and the Federal wounded m
Wedpesday’s fght rapidly removed from the field and cared for before
mideight 1 tfull obedient servant.

T respectfully, your
I am, colonel, very resp ¥, 5 edient HARDi*]E,
Lieutenant-General,
Lient. Col. GEORGE WILLIAM BRENT,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

A.
Tobular statement of killed, wounded, and mised o acoompany Lisutenant-General
é’ardu'c’ report of the battle of Hurfressborough.

. ]

Command. Commander. a i

B | A

i

Colonel Palmer. ..ooo.coovnmuunnnnnsy 3% 52
PBrigadier-General Preaton. v 384 n
Brigadier-General Adams ... N “s | e
Brigadier-General Hanson.-...---..-. : 273 Bl
Total Breckinridge's division...... Major-General Breckinidge. .......-- Toee | L4 | w18

* Brigadier-General Pillow assigned to command previons to astion, Janary 2.
t Colonel Gibson in command after General Adame was wounded.
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It formed the extreme right of the brigade line of battle, and is sup-
posed to have fronted the enemy’s conter at that time. The above cas.
ualties all oceurred in the cedar grove occapied by the brigade during
the fight on Wednesday, aud betweeu the hours of 12 m. and 3 p.m,
After Colonel Wilkinson was wounded (which was in the early part of
the action), the undersigned assnmed command of the regiment, and
takes great pleasure in testifying to the cool courage and veteran-like
beroism with which they bore the terrific fire of shell and shot that was
poured almost iucessantly into their ranks for near three hours. Indeed,
both officers and men as a whole behaved most gallantly. 7The conduct
of those who are reported as deserving censure is thought generally to
merit unmeasured disapprobation. An explanation is forwarded in the
case of Private J. Waiker, of Company G. Asheis very young, his ¢on-
duct is thought to be somewhat excusable, He returned and served
with the regiment during the balance of the time, while the others re-
turned, most of them, to the camp at town, and refused to come back,
although repeatedly ordered to do so.
All of which is respectfully snbmitted.
A. McNEILL,
Lieutenant- (olonel, Comdy. Fighth Mississippi Regimend.

No. 252,
Beport of Licut. Harvey H. Cribbs, Lumsden’s (Alabama)} battery,

BRIDGEPORY, ALA., January 10, 1863,

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that on Sunday, December 28,
1862, I was ordered to report. for duty with Brigadier-General Jackson’s
brigade, by Lieutenant-Colonel {J. H.] Hallonquist, chief of artillery
Army of Tennessee, and on Monday morning the general assigned me
& position near Captain Spevce’s residence, east of the Lebanon bike,
and at 12 midnight I received an order to send the two rifled pieces of
the battery to General Breckinridge’s headquarters to report, which I
did, under the conmand of Lieutenant Tarrant. He was ordered to
the knoll on the east side of Stone’s River, which position was ordered
by Genera! Bragg to he hield, as it was a desirable position, from which
place the two guus fired 200 rounds in the first of the engagement,
One of the pieces had been dismounted at Perryville some time ago, and
in the recoil the axle-tree gave way. It was replaced by one of the
pieces taken from the enemy. The-two rifled pieces were held in the
reserve until we reached the river. The smooth-bore was kept with
the brigade, aud on Tuesday abont noon I moved with the brigade to a
position on the left of the Lebanon pike and 1 mile nearer the river.

On Wednesday about noon the section accompanied the brigade across
Stone’s River, when it was Lalted by General Jackson until it conld se-
cure a positiou while the brigade advanced. When the brigade became
engaged, the section took a position on the hill near Cowan’s bouse, and
near the railroad, and fired 50 rounds, when the enemy removed the
battery at which we had been firing, and night coming on, I moved
down to the river, and on Thursday took a position again on the right,
where intrenchments were thrown ug.

On Friday T joined the brigade on the extreme left near the Wilson-
ville [Wilkinson or Naghville] pike, and at 12 [¢’cloek] that night moved
to the Nashville pike, where the men remained nnti daylight exposed
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to & drencling rain, after which we moved to the extreme right again,
and at midnight Saturday we moved through Murfreesborough to the
Naghville pike, marched until Sunday evening, exposed again to the
geverity of the weather,

The damage doue Ly the firing of the battery—I cannot say what dam-
age was done to the enemy ; it is said that one of the rifled pieces blew
up a caisson. I am happy to say that no damage whatever was done
to the battery by the shots of the epemy. The men all behaved with
coolness, and with a determination to do what was in their power to
drive back the enemy of our country.

ly submitted.
Hespeotfully submi HARVEY H. CRIBBS,
First Licutenant, Jommanding Lumsden’s Battery,

No. 253,
Report of Maj. Gen. Patrick R. Oleburne, 0. 8. Army, commanding division.

BEADQUARTERS CLEBURNE'S DIVISION,
HirpEE'S COoRPS, ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
Tullahoma, Tenn., January 31, 1863.

On December 26, 1862, three brigades of my division were stationed
at College Grove, ear ’Ea.glesville, about 20 miles west of Murfrees-
borough. The Fourth Brigade, under command of Brig. Gen. 8. A. M.
Wood, was stationed at Triune, i miles north of College Grove, on the

hville and Bhelbyville turnpike,
N%ﬂn the evenin; of Zhe same dgy I had information that the enemy had
driven back the cavalry and occupied Nolensville, in my front.

During the night I received orders from General Hardee, who bad
gone in person to the front, to have everything in readiness for & move-
ment and to be prepared for any emergency. I also received instruc-
tions as to the roads to be taken by my train and fighting foree, respect-
ively, in case of a retreat on Murfreesborongh.

Early on the morning of the 27th, I received orders from the same
source to take up a position on the turnpike about 1 mile north of my
encampment. While making this disposition, I received orders from
General Hardee to move the three brigades with me to Murfreesborongh
by the routes previously decided upon; also that Wood’s brigade would
remain at Trinne and assist General Wharlon’s cavalry to retard the
fi r advance of the enemy. )

a%ﬁ? the proceedings of Wood’s brigade under this order, I respectfully
refer you to the report of Brig. Gen. 8. A. M. Wood, herewith trans-
mitted. '

I immediately moved as direeted; marched all day, part of it over a
miserable road and through a cold, drenching rain, and encamped after
nightfall on the Salem turnpike, within 1 wile of Stone’s River. .

On the morning of tue 28th, General Hardee ordered we to form line
of battle north of Murfreesborough and east of Stone’s River, my line
to face north, its left resting on the river, its right near the Lebanon
turnpike, 800 or 1,000 yards in rear of a line already occupied by Breeck-
nridge’s division.

Wgod’s brigade, falling back slowly before General Mc(Cook’s. army
corps, impeding his advance wherever oppor tunity offered, finally reached
Stone’s River and rejoined the division on the morning of the 29th.
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I lay, inactive, in line of battle nutil the evening of the 30th, when 1
received orders to move from the right to the left of the army. Arriving
at the fording pluce on Stone’s River, I received orders to remain there
uotil General Hardee had examined the ground and determined my
position. It was dark when staff officers were sent to order me forward
and show me my position. The passage of the river in the night was
attended with mauy difficulties, and my whole division was not in posi-
tion before midnight. As well as I could judge from the camp-fires,
my line was & prolongation to the left of Oheatham’s line, and was 400
or 500 yards in rear of MeCown’s division.

Soop after midnight I received an order from General Hardee, on
which I based and issued the following circular, viz:

tive commands in readiness to move upon

Generals of brigades will have their
he several commands will fall into line with-

the enemy st 4,30 ¢’clock this morning.
ont signal of bugle or drum.

Before daylight I formed line, placing Poll’s brigade, with Calvert’s
battery, on the right; J olnson’s brigade, with Darden’s battery, in the
center, and Liddell's brigade, with the Warren Light Artillery, com-

manded by Lieutenant [H.] Shannon, on the left. Wood’s brigade 1

laced & short distance in rear of Polk’s. 'This brigade had no battery

in the fight, its battery (Semple’s, of six Napoleon guus) having been
detached the day before to support Hanson’s brigade, of Breckinridge's
division, and having remained with that brigade on the right of the
army.

On account of the absence on duty of my chief of artillery, I ordered
my chief of ordnance (Oaptain (T. B.] Hotchkiss) to act as chief of ar-
tillery, and Robert [D. Smith, ordnance officer of Polk’s brigade, to act
ag division ordnance oilicer.

It was not yet clear day when I recelved orders from General Hardee
to advance. Swinging to the right as I moved forward, 1 rapidly com-
municated these instructions to brigade commanders, caused my division
to load, and moved forward, stepping short upon the right and full upon
the left, 80 a8 to swing round my left as directed. General Cbeatham’s
Yeft did not move forward at the same noment ag my right, and my divis-
jon, inclining to the laft as it advanced, a gap was soon lef between
w8, which Generat Hardee directed General Wood’s brigade to fill. My
whole division %Semple’s battery excepted) was now advancing in line of
battle, gradually wheeling to the right as it advanced. My left had not
moved half a mile when heavy firing commenced near its front, supposed
to be McCown’s division engaging the enemy. A few moments more,
and the enemy’s skirmishers opened fire along the right and left center
of my division, indicating that instead of being a second line supporting
McCown’s division, I was, in reality, the foremost line on this part of
the field, and that McCown’s line had apaccountably disappeared from
my front. Skirmishers were immediately thrown forward, and I pressed
on, continuing the difficnlt wheel under fire, through & country cut up
with numerous fences and thickets. There was a great deal of crowd-
ing and improper opening ont in the center of my line. Polk’™ and
Johuson’s brigades had to be moved by the flank more than once to
regain their true positions, Driving back the enemy’s skirmishers in the
face of a heavy fire of shot and shell, I encountered his first solid line
of battle at ap average distance of three-fourths of a mile from the scene
of my bivouac of last night. The left of this line (opposite Wood's and
Polkd’s brigades) stretched through a large cedar brake: the right (oppo-

site LiddelPs and Johnson’s) through open ground. In many parts of

i
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the brake the enemy found natural breastws i
\ 3 ks of limestone
gle open gmtm'd he covered wost of his line hehind a st;inncgrgf('} kf'emg,]
P[‘OSlttgdmy left, where the ground was open. # second line of the enem, '
?Elllppor by artillery, could beseen a short distanee in rear of bis ﬁrs);,,
Er? wlr_a.s my first important fight of the dav. [If extemded aloug m3:
:lvi vgsfo l;m:; haigg ;‘va:'a; l})}:rtlcl?med in by McNairs brigade, of MceCown’s
3 en placed on my left, und which a few
before had surprised and driven the enemw: i o over whioh
. iemy trom the ground over which
my left had passed. The fight was short a § i o
) . - antd bloody, lasting ab
gwg:ty-ﬁve énmubes, when the enemy gave way, both iil’ the (:E(tll‘ﬂ a(.)t?(g
egcouil'g;:l ,izla;n;ihged b&:]ck on his second line, which was imunediately
' 3 ~woods, pastures and open ground in rear of i
gtﬁg: Pﬂﬁltlf(im.t ﬁHlS second line so0n gave way,baml b:-l}: \I\:e:llt gﬂ'lgﬁ
imporfant.y rst ight may be said to have ended here.  1's results were
The Eighth Arkansas, of Liddell’ i
! \ dell’s brigade, captured two stand
%orliorst.,e l'Tl‘hey weére handed to Colonel [Joln li.| Kelly on the ﬁet],((l l;))f
m]va.E aImea Riddle, of Company G, and Corpl. N. A. Horu, of Com-
ga v tﬁ 1-1 the rapid pursuit which followed, Golouel Kelly could not
rry them ; they were left on the field, and, | fear, appropriated by some
pei‘sl:)nswho 1(11ad no title to them. ’
& Second Arkansas [Infantry], of Liddell’s bri i
: gade, again encoun-
:;r:edv gfe(}ydﬁiiagﬁ:ii t::: ;‘lwet:)nta;isec;)gd Indiana{the same ,111gﬁmeut-uit hua.(]
80 g€ at the battle of Perryville), wouniding anud capturi
1ba_lletl)1tenant—co[opel. This brigade also captured twori ﬂged cannfl))nu{;ittlaﬁ
guhta. Bl;adammumtlon; these Lieutenant Shanuon added to his bat’;tery
bn' :d on the enemy at subsequent periods of the battle. In Johuson’é
: (;;% gf&l :he ?at{%nt:g,nt];’ Tenuessee charged and captured a battery of
‘ . In Wood’s brigade, the Bixteenth Alabana wonnded
(gg)‘:all]rl;;ldgl‘:g (;(;1131331 %11_‘()1111_;111&11\l bh{la lieutenant-colonel and major Iof :’1‘;11:}1:
! T8 io. My losses were very severe, especi
ﬁy ll?ﬂshwm g, where Johnson's and Liddel’s brigades saffered ‘;uf)]laéut{lg:;
AaS t! ]5?[ snl‘?sequent fighting of the day. InJohnson’s bri ga,de,'()ulomal
{ -t,h'] larks, of the Seventeenth Tennessee {one of the best officers
;n l? division), was severely wounded. Major [H. C.] Ewin, Forty-
I?'urtte Tennessee, was mortally wounded. Colonel [Moses] White and
wl(f.ulln dlégnt-ggllgllllgll .£BM ]])A F]rla.ysTer, Thirty-seventh Tenunessee, were
. C . M.]Hughs, Twenty-fifth Tennessee, was ded
In Polk’s brigade, Majors [C. H.] Carlton 2 : Fifteenth
c . H. nd [R. A.] Duncan, Fifteenth
and Thirteenth Arkansas, were wounded. In oade, Lionte
. ood’s brigade, Lieuten-
anb-l?olonel [A.H.] Helvenston and Major {J H.] McGaughy, Sixteenélh
2 a l';\ma, were wounded. I all, nine field officers, and a proportionate
uw ber of company officers, nou-cominissioned officers, and privates
we{le k&!le_d_or wounded in this fight. ’

My division was now engaged in a rapid, but not very orderl -
8!11(;3 of‘ the enemy, which was continuned unti,l a fresh line 'Z)t' his'insg.:ml:g;
and al'tlllery came in view. This line was drawn up on the south side of,
and parallel to, the Wilkinson turnpike, its right vesting in open woods,
ite lcilft. in open fields. Tt checked or pushed back portions of my cmnz
:pan ’ h;virh!ch., in the ardor of pursuit, had advanced beyond the éeneral
lme.d y whole division (the right of Johnson’s brigade, which had de-
Aaﬁe to replenish its ammunition, excepted) again engaged the enemy.
L_d\‘;atlu’nng steadily in the face of a heavy fire of infantry and artiilery
dl ell’s brigade, and the Seventeenth Tennesses, of Johnsow's brigade’

rove back the enemy’s right. Wood’s and Polk’s brigades euwuhtereci
a more obstinate and protracted resistauce ro the open fields where they
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fonght; but here, too, suceess again rewarded the bravery of my men.
The enemy were driven across the Wilkinson pike, and took refuge in
the woods and heavy cedar brake on the north side. In this fight I cap-
tured 2 hospitals, nearly 1,000 prisoners, a train of ammunition WAZONS,
L piece of artillery, 3 or 4 vaissons, and 2 wagoos loaded with medieal
stores. The Federal General [J. W.] 8ill was killed near one of the
bospitals. The Seventeenth Tennessee, of Johnson’s brigade, and the
Second A ‘kansas, of Liddell’s brigade, contend for the honor of having
first captured the hospital and kilied General Sill.

My line was now far advanced beyond that of Withers and Cheatham.,
I began to discover from the firing that I was getting in vear of the
right flank of the enemy’s center. My right wing and left center were
exposed to a heavy enfilading fire ag they erossed the open gronnd near
the turnpike from a powerful battery planted near the north side of the
pike, Captain Hotehkiss, acting chief of artillery, placed Darden’s and
[J. H.] Calvert’s batteries in position, and boldly attacked the Parrott
and rifled artillery of the enemy. Wood’s brigade having moved back
to get a fresh supply of ammunition, Brigadier-General Polk moved
forward, but was forced by the enfilading fire to change front forward
on his first battalion, so as to Place his live at right angles to the pike
and facing eastwardly. Thig done, he advanced and attacked the sup-
ports of the battery, while Hotchkiss, though greatly overmatched in
number and caliber of guns, continued to fire on them. The evemy
abandoned the position, leaving several pieces of artillery, The Fifth
Confederate and First Arkansas passed through and beyond these guns,
and fairly deserve the honor of having captured them. Colonel [P. B.]
' Hawkins, of the Eleventh Kentocky, commanding a Federal brigade
was killed by the First Arkangag [Iufantry] daring this fight. Relieve
of the enfilading fire, Brigadier-General Polk again changed front and
resumed his original line of advance.

In the mean time Wood's brigade had come up and been ordered by
me to the left of Polk’s brigade. Johuson’s brigade had also come up,
and, like Polk's, had been forced by the enfilading fire to change front,
I had ordered Brigadier-General Johnson to throw forward a strong
company of sharpshooters and advance on the battery to Polk’s agsist-
ance ; but just at this time the firing ceased, and T discovered the en-
emy fm.d been driven back, as before stated. T then changed the diree-
tion of Johnson’s advance to correspoud with Poll’s, and moved his
brigade on the right of Poll’s, whose guns were again heard in confliet
with the enemy. On examination, I found the enemy had made apother
stand in a heavy cedar brake north of the Wilkinson pike, and in front
of where my right crossed it. He had again found nataral breastworks
of limestone rock, and covered tnost of his line behind them. He made
an obstinate and destructive resistance, during which Polk’s brigade
anffered a severe repulse; but he was tinally dislodged and driven from
the cedars. Toward the close of this fight, Smith’s brigade, of Cheat-
ham’s division, under command of Colonel [A. J.] Vaughan, [jr.,] came
up on my left and rendered us material assistance.

In this fight Sergeant Lovin, of the Thir@ Confederate Regiment, of
Wood’s brigade, captured a stand of colors, which I herewith transmit,
Lient. Col. Don McGregor, of the First Arkansas, fell mortally wonnded,
and Major [J, T.] McReynolds, the last field officerof the Thirty-seventh
Tennessee, was mortally wounded.

The commanding officersof Brigadier-General Wood’s regiments again
reported their ammunition expended ; e moveu the brigade in rear of the
Wilkinson pike to procure a supply. While there information reached
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General Hardee that the enemy was threatening our Jefy, flank, and he
ordered Wood's brigade to remain in the rear and protect the trains. Thig
was the smallest, brigade I had, numbering on the morning of the fight
not over 1,180 officers and men. It was withont » ba.btery, a8 before
explained; was on the extreme right of my line (the most exposed posi-
tion)dlp to the time of crossing the pike, and at this time did not num-
her 500,

The enemy was now driven out, of the eedars in our front, but to the
right of my division he still remained undisturbed, and as I again at.
tempted to advance I found myself flanked on the right and again ex-
posed to an enfilading fire. 1 therefore determined to advance on a line
farther to the left, and where my right flank would not be so fearfully
exposed. With this view, T ordered xeveral Johnson to move his brigade
to the l&ft, where Liddell’s brigadi would again connect with him.

But here it wonld be Proper to give a statement of the doings of Liq-
dell’s brigade since last mentioned as having driven back a line of the
enemy on the south side of the Wilkinson pike. While my other brigades
inclined to the right, ag stated, Brigadier-General Liddell moved diago-
nally to the left for & considerable distance through open woods. He met
the enemy on the far edge of these woods and drove him over the crest
of the high ground beyond. Throwing furward skirmishers, it was found
he had made anotber stand in the valley of Overall’s Creel, 400 or 500
yards beyond thecrest. Liddell moved his battery to thecrestand drove
it ba_,uk until be disappeared from view bebingd the embankmeut of the

dell was in full view of the Nashville turnpike and the enemy’s trains.
He opened with his artillery on one portion of the train, while General
Wharton, with the cavalry, charged avother. The trains disappeared in
Laste and confusion. At'this time Liddells brigade was the extreme left
of the infantry of the army, and there was a gap of three-quarters of g

mile betvyeen his right and the left of the other portion of the division.

right flank until he bad reconnected with Johnson’s brigade.

While these commands were being executed, I met a brigade of Me.
Cown’s division retreating in great disorder, I th.nk this brigade mugt
have attempted to advance through the gap in my division and been
repulsed.

By moving inward and uniting in the gap mentioned, my division
again advanced on g line midway between the diverging lines which the
two portions had before pursned. I advanced with four brigades, dis-
posed asfollows: Poll’s bri gade on the right, Liddell’s on the left, Smith’s
brigade, of Cheatham’s division, the right center, Johnson's the left cen-
ter. I had not moved 100 yards when Liddell’s brigade became hotly
engaged with a line of the enemy drawn up across o neck of woods and
prolonged into the fields ou each side, This, I thir-k, was a continuation
to the left of the same line which my other brigades lad defeated farther
to the right, or it may have been the line which had caused the repulse
of MeCown’s division (Just mentioned) and which was bursning. How-
ever this be, Liddell met the enem ¥ here in force and engaged in the most
obstinately contested and (to the eneny) most destructive fight which
had yet oceurred. Not until Liddell had closed within 25 paces of him
would the portion of his line in the woods give way,

Coionel Kelly, of the Eighth Arkansas, and Colonel [8. G.| Biith, of
tho Bixth and Seventh Arkansas, were wounded here,
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Lieutenant-Colonel [John E.] Murray, of the Fifth Arkansas, bore the
colors of his regiment through the hottest of the fight, and by his own
bright example encouraged his men to despise danger.

dJ. K. Leslie, a brave and intelligent private of Company C, of this
regiment, captured a beautiful stand of colors belonging to one of the
enemy’s regiments of regulars, This flag 1 also herewith transmit.

The enemy gave way and fled, leaving a large number of dead hehind

him. Johnson’s, Bmith’s, and Polk’s brigades weved rapidly in pursuit,
obliguing to the left as they advanced. Liddeli rapidly reformed his line
and foliowed, en échelon, about 100 yards in rear of Johnson. My orders,
frequently received from (General Hardee during the day, being to push
the euemy, and, if possible,give hiw no time to rally or select positions,
I did ot balt the division or lose any time in rectifying distances or
aliguwents. The line had not advanced a quarter of a mile when a fresh
line of the enery was discovered in open fields. He wus supported by
numerous and well-served batteries. At this time I had butf one bat-
tery (Liddell’s). Polk’s eould not follow through the heavy woods and
Jobusow’s had been ordered by General Hardee to remain in reserve
near the Wilkinson pike. My line advanced steadily, pouring in a deadly
fire, and drove the cnemy across a small dirt road. That portion of his
line opposits Jobnson rallied behind a fence on the far side of the dirt
road, but was driven from there algo, when his whole linc disappeared
in the cedur woods, which Lere border the Nashville pike, and were close
bebind him. 8till another line of the enemy showed itself on the edge
nf these cedurs. A heavy fire of small-arms was immediately directed
upov him., He fled back in the woods, leaving the ground in front of
Johnson’s brigade thickly covered with dead and wounded. Following
up their success, our men gained the edge of the cedars—Johnson'’s bri-
gade capturing a battery of Parrott guns—and were almost on the Nash-
ville turnpike, in rear of the original center of Rosecrans’ army, sweep-
ing with their fire his ouly line of communieation with Nashville; but it
was now after 3 o’clock ; my men had had little or no rest the night be.
(ore ; they had been fighting since dawn, without relief, food, or water ;
they were comparatively without the support of a.rtiliery, for the ad-
vance Liad been too rapid to enable my single battery to get in position
and answer the enemy ; their ammunition was again nearly exhausted,
and onr ordnance trains could not follow.

At this eritical moweunt the enemy met my thinned ranks with another
fresh line ot battle, supported by a heavier and closer artillery fire than
I had yet encountered. A report also apread, which I believe was tree,
that we were flanked on the right. This was more than our men could
stand, Smith’s brigade was driven back in great confusion. Polk’s and
Johmson's followed.  As onr broken ranks went back over the fields be-
fore the fire of this fresh line, the enemy opened fire on our right flank
frown several batteries which they had eoncentrated on an eminence near
the railroad, iuflicting a heavier loss on Polk’s brigade than it had sof-
fered iu all the previous fighting of the day. The division was rallied
on the edge of the opposite wouds, about 400 yards in rear of the scene
of disaster, though some of the meu could not be stopped uutil they
reached the Wilkinson pike.  Liddell’s lwigade, en éehelon on my extreme
lett, was not engaged in thislast ight aud was moved back in good order
to the line where the other brigades rallied.  1Iere I reformed my divis-
fon as rapidly as possible, Polk’s brigade on the right, Johnson’s in the
center, and Lildels on the feft. A tresh sapply of ammunition was
served out, und 1 waited in momweutary expectation for an advance of the
enemy it overwhelhning force.  He never advanced a foot, and the ques.
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; i ht 1 to again advancet I was now in posees-
tlon pgege;tﬁgslﬁeg;o?;g conquerged from the enemy, large numbers of
s gers cannon, and small-arms. Another repulse, and I mlg‘hg lose

ﬁli‘;nese ’and cause the demoralization and destruction of my division.
i immediately reported tbe situation to General Hardee, aud was or-
([ielred by him to hold the ground I had won, rest, and reﬁr%amzaerdmjlr
division and await further orders. Pushing my pickets (\;f_e‘ ] 'Orv;'alli:a X
bivouacked in line of battle on the same line which the division

ulse.
On(;tn‘t?;;lﬁoﬁgng of January 1, there were rumors that the ene?ylvzﬁ.s
retreating. 1 was ordered by Geperal Hardee to push forwardi‘%% ll’e

nemy, and ascertain the true state of affairs in our front. i f;{ I’s
f)rigagl’e was moved forward and to the le:tt, and drove the emi]rpy Sh 8 lsr(;
inishers back at least a_quarter of a mile, and beyond a w lted 31;3 °
used as a Federal hospitalé an(li) .?_wuated on ghe small dirt roa

i fight of the day before occurred. )
lel[l)(ilhﬁ(lz))ugrtll?is; ﬁgght Lieutena.n{'(}olor:itgd [F. J.] Cameron, Sixth and Sev-
Regiment, was wounded. ] . .
en{%d%;ﬁa:Z:?n ssept the Nashville turnpike with his artillery, and
greatly disturbed the enemy’s traius, whieh could be seen on S‘ndt 2101:'1;
it. Receiving another message from General Hardee to the effec hat
be bad ordered me to feel the enemy, and could not hear my lgluil::;f’t; nd

at the same time receiving information from General Lidde d% .
was in line of battle near the hospital just mentioned, and neeh(_a t1’1;;
mediate support on his right, 1 ordered General Wood to mt}ge‘J lIs oo
gade forward cautiously, and support Liddell on the rlghl:,'h 1) & s
informed bim that the object was merely to ascertain whet er1 he en
ey was still in force in our front, not to bring on a g,enelxi'g ‘aheré
Wood’s brigade moved forward, and I moved Johnson shg irmis exs
forward en échelon on Wood’s right flank, so as to protect alﬁilastl?n b
as possible. Wood’s brigade formed line close to the dirt ro a as men.
tioned, and immediately became hotly engaged with a very large oroe
of the enemy, which advanced on him out of the cedars where our rep e
of the da.y~before occurred. He found that Liddell was not e?lnthat.
left, as expected, having previouslty fallen back; he also dlscm;.er ot
the’enemy were flanking him on the left witk another heavy mt;gel-)rin
this time he received an order direct from General Hardee oot bri ;‘l
on a general battle. He ceased firing and fell back, lea.\n%g r?'.e aral
killed and wounded on the ground. Some of the men of the Forty- fith
Mississippi Regiment had gone so far ahead that retreat Wa?_ ml11ponss:5 - H

they remained where they were, and fell into the hands of the en. ! is;

Wood must bave lost nearly 100 in killed, wounnded, and pnsonefll" .

this fight. It was now clear the enemy was siill in force in my front,

orted it. )

angé %?ril;i‘l?y morning, Japuary 2, T was satistied that the enemyd:;s

fortifying bis position. Omn consultation with my brigade _contlnmfanwm "

I addressed a note to General Hardee, which I requested hlfm edm;f AT

to General Bragg, stating this important fact, and that I' ear f’ tiﬁeﬁ

single, and now reduced, line was pushed on the enemy in hllx;:, lprv e

positic;n, the result would prove very disastrous, but that I believe

could hold a defensible position against any assault of the (;memy. o

Semple’s battery rejoined me oo the 1st. On the 24, Fnk a.:{) evgrzo ti;

[ was ordered to send four of his guns to support an attac a,uc.)uf oy

made by Major-General Breckiuridge’s division. My a.ctmg_lc lellantl

tillery, Oaptain Hotebkiss, having been twice wounded whi t? Ea. lng
discha:rging his duty, I ordered him to guit the f eld (which he re
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tantly did) and directed Captain Semple to act a8 chief of artillery. Cap-
taiL Semple sent four of his 12-pounders, under Lieutenant (E. J.] Fitz-
patrick, to General Breckinridge's division. Iu the desperate conflict
which took place on the right that evening, this battery bore a conspic-
wous part. Out of 45 men and officers, 20 were killed and wounded;
among them Lieut. Joseph Pollard, who i8 represented as having fought
most bravely, and only yielded when his leg and arm were both brokeun;
14 horsea were killed and wounded, and one piece of artillery was lost.
For details of the noble conduct of this battery in the fight, I refer you
to the report of Captain Semple, herewith sent. . .

About 11 o’clock that night the enemy made a reconnaissance in force
in front of my division; he was driven back by my skirmishers. Imme-
diately afterward I received orders to withdraw my pickets and resume
the position beld by me on the morning of December 30, on the right of
the army, in rear of Breckinridges division. Here I remained, endnr-
ing the incessant cold rain of that pight and nexzt day, until 11 p. m. of
the 3d, when I commenced retreating on Manchester.

After the battles of Wednesday, I collected a large number of guns
and sent them to General Bragg’s chief of ordnance. I also got several
artillery borses, with which I replaced most of the disabled horses in my
batteries; also a large quantity of artillery ammunition, harness, and
other articles necessary in batteries. o

To the courage and patriotism of the officers and men, the good disci-
pline which existed among them, and the unexpected suddenness of the
attack. are alone due the success which attended my advance upon the
enemy’s right. With the exception of the wheel of my division, directed
by General Hardee, on the morning of the great battle, there was no
strategic movement attempted. It was one determined charge, some-
times checked, and even repulsed, by the enemny; sometimes delayed to
procure  fresh supply of ammunition, but ever renewed and successful,
until McCook’s Federal corps of 18,000 men, composing the right wing
of Rosocrans’ army, had been swept away, and two or three lines of his
suceessors had shared the same fate,

Te Brigadier-Generals Johnson, Wood, and Polk, and Colonel Vaughan,
commanding Swmith’s brigade, of Cheatham’s division, the conntry is
indebted for their great exertions on this occasion. Brigadier-Greneral
Liddell led his brigade with a skill, courage, and devotion which, I believe,
saved my left flank from being tarned by the enemy.

1 found the following officers of my staff very efficient in this battle;
they were at their posts all the time, and discharged their difficult
duties with a courage, promptness, and intelligence not often equaled,
viz: Col. W. W, Kirkland, chief of staff; Maj.Calhoun Benham, assist-
ant inspector-general; Capt. Irving A. Buck, assistant adjutan t-general;
Lieuts. J. W. Jetton and J, K. Dixon St:he latter was wounded); Capt.
T, R. Hotchkiss (wouaded); John M. Johnson, chief surgeon; Surg. J. H.
Erskine, chief inspector. Dr. Johnson showed the same zeal, courage,
and energy in this battle which has distinguished him on every other
occasion, and made me feel that my division was very fortunate in having
secured his services.

In addition to the officers and men already mentioned in my report,
the following officers and men have becn brought to my notice for dis-
tinguishied services on the field. T hope it will be considered no dispar-
agement of the services of other brave men of my division, some of whom
1aid down their lives or lost limhs on this field, if their gallant deeds
have beeu overlvoked in this report.

In Wood’s brigade I must specially mention the following otficers and
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men of the Sixteenth Alabama, viz: Col. W. B. Wood and Adjt. B. A.
Wilson (wounded) ; Captain | William] Hodges, Company F ; Lieutenant
C.] Davis, Company B ; Lieutenant [G. W. W.J Jones, Company G;

ientenant [G.] Pride, Compauny A ; Lieutenant [C. F. Carson, Company
C, who remained fighting after he was wounded ; Lientenant %) 0]
Warren, Company I'; Lientepant [Thowmas J.] Salter, Company D, who
was wounded, but returned to the field the moment his wound was
aressed ; Sergt. Maj. Robert H. Cherry and Private Harvey G. Sargent,
of Company H; Privates William Boyce and James Peeden, of Company
C; Sergeant Bowen, Company H; Sergt. H. W. Rutland, Company A ;
Privates Peter White, Company F; Robert Williams, Company B, and
H. D. Smith, Company A ; the latter, wounded in both legs, deserves
promotion. In the Forty-fifth Mississippi: Lieutenant-Colonel (R.]
Charlton, Major [E. F.] Nunn, Adjt. Frank Foster, jr., Sergeants As-
berry, Doolittle, Morrison, Vaughan, Stewart, Lieut. G. W. Williams,
Sergeant-Major Kern, Oorporals Mallett, Hackler, aud Read, and Pri-
vate McChadiu. Corporal Read volunteered to carry the colors after
the color-bearer had been shot down. He is well qualified as an officer,
and ought to Le promoted. In the Thirty-third Alabama: Colonel
[Samuel] Adams, Captains [W. E.] Dedson and Thomas Seay (severely
wounded, in advance), Sergeant-Major Mizell (mortally wounded), Corpl.
Isaac B. Smith, Company C; Sergeaunt Stewart, Company H ; Privates
Byrd, Company 1; Foster, Company E, and Riley, Company D. 1Inthe
Third Confederate: Major [J. F.] Camercn. Wood’s Sharpshooters: Cap-
tain {A. T.] Hawkins.

Poli¢s Brigade.—In Fifth Confederate: Col. J. A. Smith and Adjt. F.
T, Smith. In First Arkansas: Colonel [John W.] Colquitt, Lient. Col.
Don McGregor, Adjt. S. N. Greenwood, Captain [William A.] Alex-
ander, Company B (wounded); Captain {W. H.] Scales, Company C
{(wounded) ; Captain [O. F.] Parrish, Company D (wounded); Lieut.
John E. Letson (wounded); Corpls. Green M. McKenzie, Company A
(killed) ; John 8. T. Hemphill, Company B (wounded); Privates G. W,
Salles, Company C ; J. C. Bogy, Company D ; W. W. Chaney, Company
E; Hardee J.Bullion, Company F,and A. P.Green, Company G (killed);
James Beeson, Company H ; John H. Curd, Company I (killed); Ocean
C. Choat, Company K (killed). In Thirteenth and Fifteenth Arkan-
sas: Capt. Thomas H. Oshorne, Companies B and H, Fifteenth Arkan-
sag; Lieut. Jobn Dolan, Company A, Thirteenth Arkansas, ought to be
promoted ; Color-bearer Felix E. Lipe, Thirteenth Arkansas (wounded);
First Sergt. J. M. Harkleroad, Compauy F, Fifteenth Arkansas; Pri-
vate William Sandford, Company E, Thirteenth Arkansas (wounded),
ought to be promoted ; Lieut. William [H.] Pearce and Captain {W. H.
Kinsey, Fifteenth Arkansas. In Fifth Tennessee: Col. B. J. Hill, well
worthy of promotion. Calvert’s Battery: Joseph Lemon, color-bearer,
deserves promotion.

LiddelPs Brigade—In Second Arkansas: Lieutenants [H. C.] Collier
and [B. L.] Clegg, I fear killed ; Lieutenant Colonel [Reuben F.] Harvey,
Captain [J. K] Phillips, Company F, ought to be promoted ; Lieuten-
ants [C. 8.] Emerson, Company A ; [M. D.] Brown, Company K, and
R. E.] 8mith, Company G. In Eighth Arkansas: Adjutant [H. J.]

¢Curdy, » brave younug scld er (killed} ; Lientenant [S. B.] Cole, Com-
pany I; Lieat. Calvin East, Company H ; Lient. T. H. Beard, Company
F (killed); Lieatenant [W. M.] Bass, Company E; Captain [W. H.]
Lankford, Company A ; Lieutenant [B. A.] Terrctt, Company E. In
Fifth Arkansas: Captain &A.B.]wWaLshingwu, Company K ; Privates
John Atkinson, Company B. W, Maret, Company I, and . Mattix,
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Company F. This soldier was too badly wounded to carry his gun. He
asked to be allowed to carry the colors, and did so through the rest of
the day. Three color-bearers had been shot down previously. In Sixth
and Seventh Arkansas: Captain [J. W.] Martin, Lieutenant [J. A.]
Reeves, and Captain {S. C.] Brown, ever foremost in leading their nen ;
Captains [J. G.] Fletcher, [W. E.] Wilkerson, and [M. M.| Duffie
{wounded) ; Sergeant-Major Eddins, Sergeant Bratton, Company H;
Private Hulse, Company K ; the color-bearer, whose name has not been
furnished to me.

Johnson's Brigade.—In Twenty-fifth Tennessee: Capt. A. Green,
Company {3; Capt. G. H. Swope, Company H; First Lieut. D. 8,
Walker, Company D. In Forty-fourth Tennessee: Maj. H, C. Ewin
and Capt. Samnel Stiles, Company A ; Adjt. R. G. Cross, Lientenants
F. M.] Kelso, Company B; [J. W.] Dickins, Company C; [W. H.j

ibbs, Company F; A. P. Forester, Company K (wounded); Color-
Bergt. M. J. Turner and Corpl. I. 8. Berry, Company 1 {wounded) ;
Corpl. John W. Gill, Company F (killed) ; Privates J. D. Stone, Com-
pany B; S. G. Heflin, Company C (killed); B. P. Hargroves, Company
E (wounded}; James D. Crenshaw, Company H (wouunded), and J. M,
Sellers, Company E. In Twenty-third Tennessee: Capt. N. R. Allen,
Company E; Capt. W. H. Harder, Cowpany G; Privaies Henry C.
Haynpes, Company E, and Stephen M. Foster, Company C. In Seven.
teenth Tennesses : Adjt. James [B.] Fitzpatrick.

I wish to call particular attention to the gallant conduct of Sergt.
William N. Cameron, color-bearer of Twenty-fifth Tennessee Regiment.
In the last fight he advanced in front of his regiment so far that when
it fell back he was unable to follow, and was captured. He tore the
colors from the staff, concealed them upon his person, and made _his
escape from Bowling Green, bringing with him the flag of the Twenty-
fifth Tennessee Regiment.

In conclusion, I wonld state that I carried into the fight 6,045 men,
out of which I lost 2,081 killed, wounded, and missing.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. R. CLEBURNE,

. Major-General.
Maj. T. B. Roy,
Chicf of Staff, Hardee's Corps.
No. 254,
Report of Brig. Gen. Lucive E. Polk, 0. 8. Army, commanding First Bri-
gade.

HEADQUARTERS PoLE’Ss BRIGADE,
January 13, 1863,

81ir : In obedience to circular of January 10, I submit the following
rep(i:-t of the operations of my brigade i the battle hefore Murfreesbor-
ough :

My brigade was arranged in the following order from left to right:
Fifth Confederate, First Arkansas [Infantry], Second and Fifth Ten-
nessee, and Thirteenth and Fifteenth Arkansas Regiments.

On the evening of December 30, 1862, [ received orders from the divis-
iou comwauder to move my brigade from its position (the extreme right
of our line of battle) across Stone’s River to the left of General Cheat-
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ham’s division. This having been accomplished by 9 o'clock at might,
I remained iv line of battle until nearly 7 o'clock on the morning of the
31st. At that time I again received orders from division commander to
wheel my command to the right, keeping the right connected with Gen-
eral Cheatham’s left. (General Cheatham’s division not moving at same
moment, I found if I attempted to keep with his line 1 should become
separated from the division, then advancing. (General Wood,about this
time, having been ordered to my right by Lientenant-General Hardee,
apd General Cheatham having commenced to move up, I continued my
move, gaining ground slightly to the left. About 7.30 o’clock, and before
T had moved more than 700 yards, I received word from Colonel [B. J %
Hill that my right had commenced to engage the enemy in a grove o

cedars near the old Franklin dirt road. I did not believe at first that
the enemy could be so near us, having understood that we were support-
ing General McCown. Riding to the place, I was received by a volley
from the enemy, resnlting in the severe wounding of my orderly (Mike
Connell}). In afew moments my entire line advanced across the Frank-
lin dirt road, entered this cedar brake, and engaged the enemy all along
the line. In a very short time, by the aid of Captain [J. H.] Calvert’s
battery, we succeeded in driving the enemy out of the cedars in great
confosion, Here Major Carlton, Captain Dixon, and Lient. William H.
Pearce, Fifteenth Arkansas Regiment, were wounded while gallantly
leading their men. ‘

Following them closely as we could, we encountered them again in a
woods pasture immediately in our front, in direction of Wilkinson Cross-
Roads pike. After a few moments fighting, we succeeded in breaking
their lines, and again they fell back in much confusion. From this posi-
tion, after having reformed my line, I advanced in & line parallel to Wil-
kingon pike, General Wood on my right and General Johnson on my left
en échelon, with the exception of the Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment
{which was in advance) of his (Johnson’s) brigade. Advancing through
the pasture, the enemy were seen posted across an open field near one
of their hospitals and only a few hundred yards of the pike. My brigade
was obliged to move across this open field with the enemy’s artillery and
infantry playing upon them. This they did most gallantly, cansing the
enemy to fali back across the pike under heavy undergrowth of cedars.
Getting possessiou at this place of four or five ordnance wagong, which
were sent to the rear, I again moved on, but did not proceed far when
the enemy’s batteries, posted across a corn-field on theright of the pike,
commenced playing fearfully upon my ranks. Here Captain [Charles
P.] Moore, Second Tennessee, was killed, and many other officers of that
regiment. {See Colonel [W. D.] Robisor’s report.*)

The battery was so placed, by moving straight forward my line would
have been enfiladed. To prevent this, my brigade was wheeled to the
right. At this time, Captain Hotehkiss sending me word that he had
three batteries that required supporting, I lett two of my smallest regi-
ments and moved the rest fartber to the left, for the purpose of trying
to move the enemy’s batteries. The Fifth Confederate here first en-
gaged the infantry supporting these batteries, and in a few moments
(the First Arkansas arriving in position) their infantry gave way and
their batteries changed their position, with the exception of four guns
that fell into the hands of the Fifth Confederate and First Arkansas,
and in eagerness of pursuit were passed over.

From this place I moved on with my brigade, the regiments left in

* Not found.
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TULLAHOMA, TENN., January 23, 1863.
DEAR S1r: I have the honor to make the followin g report of arms, am.
munition, and equipments captured at battle of Murfreesborough, viz ;
1st. I removed seven pieces of artillery from the field to Murfreesbor.
ough ; caliber nnknown.
2d. I captured about 300 rounds of fixed ammunition for 12-pounder
howitzer, about 100 rounds of which I used in the fight.
3d. I captured about 500 friction-primers, a portion of which I used
int the fight.
4th, The gnnners captured gauges, rammers, priming-wires, &ec., the
exact number of which I cannot state, as some were Iost.
6th. I captored 8 battery horses and some few pieces of harness.
The pole was shot out of one of my howitzers. I sent it to Murfrees
borough and replaced it with a piece wecaptured from a Michigan battery
Ilost 9 horses killed and disabled.
Respectfully snbmitted.
Gaptain, Conmanding B
aptain, Commanding Ba .
Capt. R. B, SNOWDEN. v g Battery

No. 2783.

Eeports of Brig. Gen. S. A. M. Wood, O. 8. Army, commanding Fourth
Brigade, inoluding skirmish on the Nolensville road, December 27,

Hpqrg. WooD’s BRIGADE, (LEBURNE'S DrvisioN,
HARDEE’S CORPS, ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
Tullahoma, Tenn., January 11, 1863,

Sik: In obedience to orders from division headquarters, I submit the
following report of the part taken by my brigade in the recent batiles
before Murfreesborough, Tenn. :

On the morning of December 27 last, Lieutenant-General Hardee, who
was then in person at our advanced post at Trinne, ordered me, in con-
Junetion with Brigadier-General EJ ohn A.L Wharton, whose command
was then within 2 miles of that place, to skirmish with the advancing
columns of the enemy,

My brigade consisted of two companies of sh arpshooters, the Sixteenth
Alabama, the Thirty-third Alabama, and the Forty-fifth Mississippi
Regiments ; in all, about 950 men and officers,

Tke Forty-fifth Mississippi was posted at daylight aboat 1} miles from
Triune, on the Nolensville pike; four companies deployed as skirmishers
on the right of the road, three supporting a section of Darden’s battery
on the left, and one deployed as skirmishers on the left flank.

The enemy appeared at 9 a, m.; our battery opened on him, The
enemy attempted three times to place a battery in position on a hill 500
yards from us, but was driven away by our fire. His cavalry now ap-
peared in large nmnbers on both our right and left flanke, Brigadier-
General Wharton, with his command, holding him in check, It was
found necessary to retire our gung, which I did, and cansed our skir-
mishers to assemble and fall back under the protection of our cavalry
in return to our second line, consisting of the Sixteenth Alabama, de-
ployed as skirmishers on the left of the pike in rear of Trinne, the ghir-
mishers, thrown forward on theleft behind a stone wall, near the Franklin
road ; Darden’s battery and Captain White's battery, of two pieces, of
Brigadier-General Wharton’s command, were massed near the turnpike.
The enemy soon possessed themselves of the heights near Trione.
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the mean time I Lad detailed 20 men to report to Capt. J. W,
GrI;:an, of the engineers, of Lieutenant-General Hardee’s staff, who had
offered his services to me, and he had totally demolished the bridge
across the stream just beyond Triune. ) .

I am deeply indebted to Captain Green for services rendered during
this day, in every way evincing a zeal and knowledge, as well as cour-
age, worthy of the highest commendation, bringing his men away from
the Lridge only when the enemy’s shells were falling in their midst, the
work having been accomplished. . ]

The enemy’s batteries, placed on the hill out of range of our pieces,
now opened fire upon us. I ordered the guns behind the (_'.rest of the
ridge. Af this time large masses of cavalry appeared moving toward
our left. They were fired upon by the six pieces which were rapidly
advanced to the top of the hill. Many saddles were emptied and the
whole thrown into confusion. ) )

At this time a heavy storm of hail and rain beat in our faces, conceal-
ing the movements of the enemy. It had notabated before he was found
to be advancing with alire of infantry extending a milein length, Our
skirmishers fired quickly upon the line, but seeing the overwhelming
forces against us, General Wharton and myself concluded at once to
retire. The artillery was ordered off. One piece of Darden’s had been
sent to the left and was 400 yards from the pike. The enemy made
great exertions to capture it, but the coolness and courage of Captain
Darden ; the steadiness of our skirmishers on assembling and firing on
the enemy ; the gallant condact of Captain [B. F. ‘White, jr., in placing
a piece of lis battery in position on the pike, and ng so rapidly on the
advaneing lines as to check them (but, above all, the disposition of cav-
alry made by Brigadier-General Wharton), gave time to bring it off in
safety. In consequence of the loss of the bridge, the enemy coald bring
no artillery to bear on us. One piece of Darden’s was now placed oa
the pike, and, firing upon the enemy, permitted our whole column to
retire in good order, covered by the cavalry, )

‘We marched until dark and bivouacked 3 miles from the Eaglesville
pike, where I received an order to move at dawn to Murfreesborough,
which I did. )

In this affair I lost but 6 men ; as they were left behind, I cannot say
whether killed or wounded. The enemy report their loss to citizens of
Triune (and we also have it from prisoners captured at Murfreesbor-
ough) at 65. .

It 18 now known that [General A. MeD.] MceCook’s corps, of three
divigions, was as?ailinﬁ; 21151; on tb:gs (ga,y. N obediont servant.

neral, with the greatest res our ien X
L am, general & B g AL M. WOOD,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.
Capt. Invie A. BUCK,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Hpqrs, Woon's BRIGADE, CLEBURNE'S DIVISIOR,
Harpze's Corprs, ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
Tullahoma, Tenn., January 11, 1863,
Sre: In obedience to orders from division headquarters, I submit the
following report of the part taken by my brigade in the recent bLattles
before Murfreesborough : ) .
Having arrived at Murfreesborough on Sunday night, the 28th inatant
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gultimo] , on Monday morning took my place in line of General Cleburne’s
ivigion, being the left center brigade, Brigadier-General Liddell to my
left, and Brigadier-Generals Johnson and Polk on my right. Remained
in this position nnti] Tnesday evening, when I received an order to fol.
low Brigadier-General Johuson’s brigade, which I did, passing through
Murfreesborough, and across Stoue’s River to the left of oor lines. T
was placed in position about 300 yards in rear of Brigadier-General
Polk’s brigade. The Third Confederate Regiment (that had been de-
tached) joined me. I had now about 1,100 men for duty. My line was
us follows : Third Confederate Regimeut, Thirty-third Alabama, Forty-
fifth Mississippi, Sizteenth Alabama, and sharpshooters.

We were in line at 5 o’clock Wednesday morning. Near daylight 1
recoived an order to move forward and support Brigadier-General Polk.
When we had advanced half a wile, firing commenced in front; a few
shells exploded over my lines. After advancing 400 yards farther, I
received an order from Lieutenant-General Hardee, by Colonel Black,
to move by the right flank, and fill up any vacancy between Brigadier-
General Poll’s right and the left of Major-General Cheatham’s cowmand.
1 marched by the right flank until I came to the Ninth Texzas Regiment,
which I was told belonged to General Cheatham’s division. I then
marched to the frout against the enemy. Skirmishers were thrown our,
who quickly returned before a heavy fire,. My brigade then advanced
to a cedar glade filled with rocky creviees, in which the One bundred
and first Ohio Regiment lay concealed, being about 40 yards in advance
of o brigade consisting of the Thirty-eighth and Twenty-first Illinois, and
Eighty-tirst [Indiana], and Fifteenth Wisconsin. TFiring eontinued for
several minutes. Being unable to see the foe, I ordered firing to cease.
The enemy, believing we were going to retire, sprang up, when a volley
was pourexi into them, at once routing the brigade, which fled, leaving
the colonel of the One hundred and first Ohio Regiment and the lien-
tenant-colonel and major dead, and a large number of other field and
company officers, on the field. Pursuit was made, driving the enemy
half a mile through the thick cedars and open woods. The lines of my
brigade became broken in the eagerness of the pursuit, the men of each
regiment mixing together. As the enemy retired throngh a piece of
woods extending forward between two fields, a battery directly in frong
of us was firing on us,

At this point the right of my brigade captured a hospital of fhe enemy
across the Nolenaville pike, containing many wounded officers and men.
It was beld until orders were given to retire. The sharpshooters and
Sixteenth Alabama had possession of the lLiouse, and were three-guar-
ters of a mile in advance of any part of our lines at this hour, save the
left of my brigade and Geuneral Polk’s brigade. I halted them, put them
in line, and ordered, in conjunction with Brigadier-Geueral Polk, a charge
on a battery. The battery fled, however, before our men. We captured
one caisson. Wethen pressed on, though now the lines of our men, which
should have been on my right, seemed to have halted. 'We passed across
the field and through a wood and across the Nolensville pike, driving the
enemy. Here we entered another field and became engaged with a heavy
foree in our front, while a battery of several guns was enfilading onr en-
tirc line. The ammunition of several regiments became exhansted, and
we returned to the wood for shelter, while we refilled our boxes.

At this place Brigadier-General Johnson’s brigade came up, and le
formed it and marched off to our right. We soon followed, and, by
direction of Major-General Cleburne, took position on the left of Brig-
adier-General Polk’s Lrigade, The line now marched agaiust the enemy
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for the third time. He was again posted in a dense cedar brake. From
this position our men drove bim. At this point the slanghter seemed
to be greater thun any other. We drove the enemy out of the woods
and across a field, under cover of a large number of guns which he had
collected at this point. The fire from his artillery became very annoy-
ing, and tbe men took shelter in the timber. By direction of Major-
General Cleburne, I sent forward about 100 sharpshooters to pick off
his lerses and cannoneers, but they could not cover themselves from
the fire of his whole line of infantry, and were forced back to the edge
of the field. . . o

About this time Colonel [A. J.] Vaughan, | Jr.,} came up with his bri-
gade, and I directed it in position on my left. It had a sharp contest
with the enemy, driving him back. .

My men, as reported by their colonels, having expended their ammu-
nition, [ formed them in rear of the cedar brake and collected parts of
geveral regiments, which had become separated from their commands,
to wit, abont 100 men of the Forty-fifth Alabama, under Lientenant
Colonel [J. G.] Gilebrist; about 70 of the First Louisiana Infantry,
under a captain ; a part of a Mississippi regiment of another corps, all
of which I conducted to the wood near our ammunifion ¥wagous.

At this point I received notice from a staff officer that our left was
certainly threatened by the epemy’s cavalry and infantry, which Iim-
mediately communicated to Lieutenant-General Hardee, who ordered
me to take a position and protect our ordnance trains, I ordered the
trains to move between my line and Murfreesborough, and threw out a
strong picket about 500 yards in advance, facing our left flank, and
bivouacked for the night.

Early the next morning I retook my position in line of battle imme-
diately in rear of the cedar brake, where our last fight with the enemy
occurred, Brigadier-General Liddell on my left and Brigadier-General
Johnson on my right. We remained in line of battle—our skirmishers
fighting frequently in front and the enemy shelling the woods at sun-
down—during the day.

About 2 o'clock I was ordered by Major-General Cleburne to move
my brigade forward to a white house, which ithad been ascertained the
enemy had used a8 a hospital, to develop his lines and ascertain his
force. The brigade moved promptly across a corn-field about half a
mile. As soon as we had shown ourselves in the field, a terrific fire of
shell, grape, shot, and minie balls fell around us. The brigade pressed
om, firing. As soon as it reached a depression in the ground, near the
hospital, it was ordered to halt and lie down. The order was obeyed;
but in & few moments a part of the Forty-fifth Mississippi, which was on
the right, advanced beyond the general line to some out-houses—per-
haps for protection. The enemy’s whole line opened upon us, and a bri-
gade of four large regiments began to move around our left flank. Our
line was now vertical to the general line of our forces and three-quarters
of a mile in advance.

Riding to the right to acquaint Major-General Cleburne of these facts(i
1 met Captain Whits, of Lieutenant-General Hardee's staff, who informe
me that the general desired that no general action should be bronght on.
1 immediately ordered the brigade to fall back, passing over the crest of
a hill to the rear. This movement was executed in good order, though
the command suffered severely from the fire of the enemy, and about 60
men refusing to come back, were left in the hands of the enemy. The
brigade was now permitted by the major-general, in consequence of its
recent fatiguing duties, to retire to Stone’s River, cook rations, and rest
for the night.
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On the morning of January 2, by order of Major-General Cleburne,
the brigade was placed in line of battle on the extrethe left of our lines,
en échelon, supporting Brigadier-General Liddell, in which position it
remained awaiting the approach of the enewy, or orders, during the day
and vight. The enemy shelled the woods in which we were frequently
during the day, and at night pushed forward a regiment at different
hours on our skirmishers, who were promptly driven back,

Just before daylight, the brigade moved with the division to the right
of the army, occupying nearly its original position in the line of battle,
where it remained until 11 o’elock that night, when, by order, it retired.

I bave to remark that in this battle the brigade, with some few ex-
ceptions, which are noted in the reports of my colonels, behaved with
great gallantry, The men went into action with a spirit and determina.
tion never before so clearly shown, and endured all the fatignes without
a murmar.

To my officers commanding I beg leave to call attention. Col. William
B. Wood, of the Sixteenth Alabama, was always in the lead. Y.ocated
on the right, and subjected by our position to a cross-fire—from the fact
that the lines to our right were always behind us—he carried hig regi-
ment forward, driving the enemy before hit, Colonel Samuel] Adams,
of the Thirty third Alabama, and Lieutenant-Colonel R.gl Charlton, of
the Forty-fifth Mississippi; also Major [E. F.] Nung, of that regiment,
and Major [J. F.] Cameron, of the Third Confederate Regiment, are
deserving of particular notice.

Captain [A. T.] Hawkins, of the sharpshooters, distinguished him.
self in this action. I call attention to the remark of Major Cameron
with regard to Adjt. Frank Foster, Jjr.y of the Forty-fifth Mississippi.

To my staff I am greatly indebted. Oaptain Palmer, assistant adju-
tant-general, was always in the van, and was surpassed by no one in
deeds of valor; as also my aide-de-camp, Capt. William Simpson ; ag
also Capts. Joshua Sledge, D. Coleman, and my volunteer aide, Captain
Shorter, who was wounded. Lieat, J. Percy Walker, my assistant in-
spector-general, is deserving of especial notice for gallant services
performed on this occasion from first to last,

In conclusion, the brigade commander expresses the opinion that ip
this battle the 1,100 men he took into action vindieated by their blood
the determination of our people to conquer their freedom or dic in the
struggle—504 having been killed, wounded, or captured in this Lattle,
Many of those who are noted as missing were killed or wonnded. The
command is ready to meet the enemy again.

With great respect, your obedient servant,
8. A. M. WOOD,
Brigadier-Geneval, Commanding.
Capt. IRVING A. BUCE,
Assigtant Adjutant-General,

No. 274,

Report of Qol, William B. Wood, Sizteenth Alabama Infantry, including
skirmish at Triune, December 27,

—, 1863.
CArTAIN: In pursnaveeof tho jrder to report the movements and op-
erations of this regiment in the battles at Triune and Maurfreesborough,
on the 27th and 31st ultimo, I bog to submit the following :
On the 26th nitimo we were ordered to the front of Triune, to support
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General Wharton amd repel the advance of the cnemy, who was reported
to be moving in that direction with a large force. We remained 1m(_1er
arma until late in the evening, when we were ordered to return and strike
our camps, send the wagons to the rear, and take position on the hill
pear the Iranklin pike.

At 4 o’clock on the 27th we were under arms and moved forward to
take position on the hills in front of. Triune. We remained in that po-
sition, deployed as skirmishers, until 9 o’clock, when we were ordered
back to our position in rearof the town. My regiment was deployed as
gkirmishers just behind the brow of tpe hill m_nd afvalte:d the approach
of the enemy. - Captain Darden oceupied the bill with his battery. The
enemy made an attempt to turn our left flank with cavalry, which was
repulsed by the artillery and my skirmishers on the left, the enemy flee-
ing in confusion, About 1 o%clock a heavy rain commenced and eon-
tinned for nearly an hour. Assoon as it _oeased, and we were able to see
a few hundred yards to the front, we discovered the enemy advanced
pearly up to our lines. We immediately opened fire upon him and held
him in check until the artillery was drawn off, when we were ordered to
fall back. Aswe were retreating, 1 discovered the enemy moving up on
our right flank, but we were enabled to gain the turn in the road before
they could cut us off. A piece of artillery opened on them from this
peint and checked their advance. Qur line waa then formed on the
pike and brought off without loss. Our casualties were 2 men slightly
wounded. )

‘Weo reached Murfreesborongh Sunday night, and Mouday morning
were ordered to take position in the line of battle on the right wing near
the Lebanon pike. We remained in this position until Tuesda.y‘ night,
when we were ordered across the river and bivouacked for the night on
the river bank in an open field. o

At daylight on the morning of the 31st, we were in line of battle and
woved forward across the field. Before we had advanced 100 yards the
enemy opened upen us with shells, Qur line was pushed forward across
the fields to the woods, where we discovered the enemy in a dense cedar
glade, lying down behind the rocks. We commenced firing as soon as
the skirmishers fell back, and continued firing for nearly half an hour,
neither party yielding duy ground. The general gave the order to
“charge,” and the men, with a yell, made a charge in gallant style, dis-
lodging the enemy from their strong position and killing scores of them
as they fled. We continned to push on for more than haif a mile, when
we came upon another Jine of the enemy. Again a fierce and stubborn
resistance was wade. Again the general ordered a charge, which was
made with like results, the enemy being driven for more than half a mile
until they fell behind a battery planted near a large frame house used
as & hospital. Our line was reformed, and, with General Polk’s brigade,
moved up tocharge the battery. As we approached, a few rounds were
fired, and the battery was drawn off. We pursied as rapidly as possi-
ble, driving the enemy through the woods, across a corn-field, and be-
vond the Nolensville pike. As we approached the field another battery
to our right opened upon us. We charged across this open field more
than & quarter of a mile to capture the battery. About the time we
reached another house nsed as a hospital, another battery (planted on
the pike) opened a cross-fire upon us, and at the same time a heavy in-
fantry force, supporting the battery, opened its fire. Our ammunition
here gave out, and we were compeiled to fall back to the woods to obtain
2 supply. It was now about 11 o’clock. Ourline was again formegl and
woved forward across the pike and into the woods, where we again en-
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countered the enemy and opened fire npon him. We continyued to move
forward and charge them whenever they made a stand, until they wepe
driven nearly 2 miles. The fighting in the afternoon continued for abont
three hours. Qur ammunition being again exhausted, we fell back out
of the reach of the enemy’s guns and obtained a fresh supply. The
fighting now ceased ou the left wing, and night soon coming on we
bivouacked ou the field.

The morning of [January] 1 we moved to our position and remained
in it until the afternoon, when we were moved forward to make a recon.
naissance of the position of the enemy. Being found in large foree
and our position very much exposed to the enemy’s artillery, we were
ordered back to our original position.

We were again in line of battle on the morning of the 2d, and re.
mained so all day without any engagement with the enemy. That night
we were ordered to recross the river and occupy our former position on
the right wing, which we did, and remained there until 11 ¢’clock that
night, when ordered on the retreat.

I'lost in the battle of the 31st ultimo 24 killed, of whom 4 were lien.
tenants, and 142 wounded, among whom were Lientenant-Colonel el
venston, Major {J. H.] McGaughy, and Adjetant [B. A.] Wilson, and 6
lieutenants. A list* of the killed and wounded is herewith forwarded.

My regiment encountered the One hundred and first Ohio Regimeut,
commanded by Colonel [Leander] Stem, at the begiuning of the fight.
We wounded and captured the colonel and killed the lieutenant-colonel.
We nest fought the Twenty-ffth Thirty-eighth] and Twenty-first
1llinois, and Eighty-first Indiana, aud Fifteenth Wisconsin Regimeunts,
killing and wounding a number of the officers and men.

I feel proud in being able to report that most of my officers and men
behaved with signal courage and unflinching bravery during the whole
action. There were some instancesof peculiar gallantry displayed which
came under my potice, and no doubt others ¢q ually ereditable ocenrred
which I raynot have observed. I mention Adjt. B. A. Wilson, who, after
Lieutenant-Colonel Helvenston and Major McGaughy were wounded,
rendered efficient services in leading the loft win g of the regiment in the
charges which were made, until he fell, severely wounded. Sergt. Maj.
Robert [H.] Chkerry, finding Company I withont an officer during the
action, assumed conimand, and gallantly led them through the fight.
Private Harvey G. Sargent, of Compauy H, is reported as having be-
haved very gallantly: he lost an arm, and deserves promotion. Privates
William Boyce and James Peeden, of Company C; Color-Sergt. [Will-

iam] Drury Bowen, of Company H; Sergt. H. W, Rutland, of Company

A ; Private Peter White, of Company F, and Private Robert Williams,
of Company B, acted with courage and bravery. Privato H. D. Smith,
of Company A, received a wound iz one leg, but continued on the field,
fighting, until he was wounded in the other leg. Heisa youug man
deserving consideration,

Among the officers who displayed signal gallantry I noticed Captain
%Wi]lia.m} Hodges, of Company ¥; Lientenant [C.] Davis, of Company

j Licutenant|G. W. W.] Jones, of Company G; Lieutenant [G.] Pride,
of Company A, and Lieutenant {C. F.] Carson, of Company O, who re-
mained on the field after he was wounded ; Lientenant [T. J.| Salter, of
Company D, who was wounded and left the field, had his wound dressed,
returned again to his duties, and remained until conpelled by suffering
to leave. Lieutenants [D. W.] Alexander aund [D. u.] Warren, of Com-

* Emhodied in No. 191, p. 679,
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i i ‘ sinmi f the
; ere with their command from the beginning to the end o
g:t[:?leF’ Eieutenants [William 85.] Humphries and [J. N.] Watson, of
Jom ‘:my K, were also with their command tbroughout the whole en-
(;;) e]gaent. The gallant dead and wounded fully discharged their daties
i fell. ) . _
unIm]l:ngli?i’on with pleasure the efficient services of Capt. T. A. Kimball,
chaplain of the regiment, who took charge.of the infirmary corps, and
followed close behind the regimeut, lfen:novuagl; the wounded as scon as
himself dressing mauy of the wounda. e
thesﬁfgl,F. 8. McMahon and Assistaut Surgeon [Williaw M.] Mayes
were at their posts, discharging their duties faithfully, promptly, ard

efﬁciﬂnt]y- .
Respectfully submitted. W. B. WOOD,

Colonel, Commanding Sixteenth Alabama Kegiment.,

t.] O. 8. PALMER
loapAlsistant Adjumm-’Gcrwml.

No. 275.

Beport of Ool. Samusl Adams, Thirty-third Alabama Infaniry.

EsTiLL SPRINGS, TENN., January 7, 1863.

: ience to eircular of this date, headquarters Wood’s bri-
gagreni &Evgb&i honor to report that on 24th nitimo I arrived at Triune,
Tenn,., at which place my regiment was encamped, doing outpost dut-yé
On 26th of same month § resumed eommand of it. At 1 p. m. on tha
day my regiment was ordered forward to meet the advance of the enemy.
The regiment, in accordance with orders, moved forward abount 2 miles
from Triune and halted until about 4 p. m., when it was ordered to forre
line of battle aboat half a mile in rear of Trinne, in which posmoxli_ it
remained until 4 a. ., December 27, when it was ordered to form .‘;38
of battle on the road leading from Trinne to Murfreesborough, about
yards from the village. At this place until about 9 a. m., when it K:ls
ordered to move across the bridge on the turnpike road leading to Shel-
byville, about 2 miles from Triune, and form line of battle on the range
of hills, immediately south of it. At this place it remained uatil 3 a.
m., when it wag ordered by General Wood to fall back in rear of his

igade on the Shelbyville tnrnpike. '
bn(%n night of December 28, it encamped about 1 mile west of Murfrees-

borough. ) . "
December 29, it formed line of hattle near the Nashville turopike,
ab(t;)!ilt 14 miles from Murfreesborough, about 1,000 yards in rear of th%
line formed by General Breckinridge’s command, on the right wing o
o then i he river to the west
On the night of December 30, it moved across the river to the A
wing of the army, and about 12 p. m. l;anesz.ml;l:ed on the banks of Stone's
i ut 1} miles from Murfreesborough.
Rl?‘ﬁr}:?ly? l();:l thg morning of December 31, it was ordered forward, a:ng
abous sunset attacked the enemy’s lines. The enemy were in a j:hn:}:1
cedar thicket. Going down, I ordered my regiment not to fire until t l‘:
enemy could be plainly seen. The Sixteenth Alabama Regiment, wlnﬁ
was on the right of my regiment, fired two or three rounds before the




