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right and front lit up our way, and we were soon advised that.dth-e
camp was Hood's infantry, who had been repulsed by Stanley u1t-
ing the day.  Just here we received a volley from a rebel out-l‘)‘os ,
the bullets whistling over our heads. As the boys .ueed t? any “ wo
considercd where it camo from,” and paid no attention to it.  Soon
we were marching within long rifle rango of Hood's great army, and

could easily distinguish the men moving around among the camp

ﬁlea.Why we were permitted to slip out of the-mouth of the sacl,
which Hood could bave closed at aoytiine, by a c.lash of .ﬂf'teen
minutes duration, is one of tho incomprehensible things of'h:sto'ry.
Just ag the sun rose in the morning of tho 30th, We were passing
through Spring Hill and could be said to be again within thei
Union lines. We moved on until we came to ‘th‘e place near
Thompson's Station, three miloa. north of Spring Hill, where we

foand a lot of wagons whiclr had boen captured by the rebel cavalry -

and partly burnod the day bofors. Wo wore hero mixed up with
our wagou trains, which so nearly filled the pike that we could not

march io our usual order in column, Being so wearied by our |
constant service for three days aud nights, the regiment bad strag-. .

gled badly, and was in a very disorganized .conditio.n. .
* Suddenly from the east, through o gep in the'hll}s‘, t.,here came a
squadron of rebel cavalry, yelling like Indians, and firing as they
came. Instantly a panic seized the teamstors and straggfers, gome of
the drivers jumped from their mules and took to .t.he fields, others,
with shouts, with whip and spur got their teams into a dead run
and went claltering down- the pike. The Colonel’s biacle borse
seemed to be taken with a sudden desire to “go wost and grow up
with the country,” and tried to bolt after the fugn@wes,
Lieutenant Gustavas F. Smith, of Company K, was the‘near.est
line officer at the head of ihe regiment, and promptly dashing

through the line of flying wagons, called to his men to follow and
@ i »
charge the advancing column, The example was a3 contagious as _

the panic had beon, and soon we had a Iorfnidable line of skirmishers
interposed between the rebels and our train. _

Our rifles were ordering the rebels to halt, when, to the north-
ward a section of Canby’s battery wlu?aled olub of the road, a halt
mile away and commenced sending shell 11.1to thie rebol ranks. Inag
moment they had covered their retreat with such 2 cloud of (‘lust
that the boys instinclively coased fiving and commenced laughing.
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Van Horoo iy his “Army of the Cumberiand,” 8ays this attack was
‘ropulsed by Wood's skirmishers. Ho wag Probably lod into this
mistako by not knowing that our rogimont was afloa upou thoe road
and fighting upon goooral principles, Wo novoy hoard any com-

~ Plaint when we took g Job of fighting whicl haq beon assigned to

anothey command., Buy, when wo gathored o paltry pile of lumber
-in North Carolina, to protect oursolves from y 'cruc'l, cold storm, the
theoretical mertinets hold up their bunds in sstonishmegy, al our
Piratical western ways, and orderod us to consider oursslves under
arvest. -As laio as the winter of 1864, common senge was-a high
erime on the Atlantic coagt, ‘ o :
Wo reached  Franklig among tho-last troops of the army. My

recollection is that it was as lato ag two o'clock in the afternoon,

*bat authorities, entitied to credit, say that the rear guard got in

about noon.  You romomber that wo found ‘intrench monts on each

- 8ide of the Franklin ‘Pike when we came in, the road-bed baving
“beon left . undisturbed, 50 - Lhat (he traing and srtillory might, not be

delayed in moving into town., The Cartor. House, an ordinary,

- sized brick house, stood ori the west, side of' the, pike Just inside of

our intrenchments, W moved-to the north:und wost of the Cartey

" Houso and stacked yrms, Yery soon afterward we wore called upon

for a detail of men Lo (hyow up a section of earthworks, do not
remember aby occasion whon it was moro difficals 1o get a fatigue

party to do the work nssigued to them, than .on this occasion,

You had boeu withoul sleop for the most of three nights, and,
had marched 23 miles, with scareoly any rost sinco 9 o'clock of the
evoning boforo, Nature rebolied aguinst any addilional draft on her
resorve forces,  Thoro iy litilg. wonder thut you pronounced it
unreasonablo when orders cume requiring you to intronch, Haviog
marked out -the line of intrenchment for. the fatigue party, and
waiting until, in g measure, thoy warmed up to the work, stimuja.

od in groat moasure, no doubt, by tho oxercise of that soldior’s

privilego, which was so much in vogue in Flandors, I returned to
thosregimont, whoro the men wero mostly asloop.
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Hood's movement to Floronce indicated whal bis eampaign was
o be, and gave as complete notice of bis intentions as though ho
bad made public all of his ordors to subordinates, This was not
generalship, becuuse it released Sherman on the one haund, and
warned Thomay on the other,

Our 3d Division moved forward by rail from Goorgia and
placed itself within supporting distanco of the 4th Corps, near
Pulasli, General Strickland’s Brigade boing posted at Columbia. Qur
brigade under Colonet Moore, and Gengral Gallup’s Brigade, of our
division were hurtiod back from Johngonville, our brigade going to
Columbia, and General Coopor with Lho other going to Centorvillo,
30 miles west of Columbia, on Duck Rivor, Ruger cume forward
with Lhe other brigade so that wo had al Columbia, and consequently
at Franklio, substantially all of the 234 Corps oxcept Goboral

- Cooper’s Brigado. '

On the 13th of November, General Shormun having invested
Greneral Thomas with the command of the department, and with the
means to geb together troops anough to equal Hood's forces, cut his
lines of communication and started from LBome on his march for the
soit, with about 60,000 men,

Ho left Atlunta on the mornivg of the 15Lh of November, after
destroying averything Lhere asd ab Rome, which could bo of any
use to the enciny, The Confaderate governmont having placed

Geoeral Beauregard in command of tho dopartment consisting of

Georgia, Alabama and Mississippi, a8 soon as he hemrd of
Sherman's advance, ordercd Hood forward into Tonnessce and tho
contemplated movement upon Nashville commenced. 1f Iood bad
starled Len days before and moved Lis Lroops upon parallel rouds as
Shormun did in his advance, it would have been impossible for
Goweral Thomas o have concontrated troops cnough to have
materially arrcsted Lis progross, until ho approached Nushville, and
this, for tho reason that the 4th Corps und the troops of tho 23d
then in the field, could not havo found & 8afo line, confronting more
than one of Hood’s Corps, while Hood's remaining corps, could have
marched past their flanks and compolled u prompt rotreat from
every position takon by them.

With all of the time given us for preparation, wo camo upon the
field at Franklin with only about ono half us maony men as Hood
had.  There were 85 rogimants of infantry belonging to the two
corps, while Iood bad 304, including some fow batslljons. Ilood’s
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cavalry was largely superior in numbors to ours, but we bavo no
means of agcortaining the actual tightling forco.

Wo had 11 batteries and the Confederates had 27, or in guos, -
we had 66, and the Contudernios 108, Of our forces on the tield,
General Beatty's Division of Lho 4th Corps, was on the north side of
the viver and not ongaged. Goneral Kimball's 1st Division of the
4th Corps, was on our right flank, and I assume it was not ongaged,
for the reason, that an examination of tho muster-out rolls of all the
Obio regiments of that division, docs not show g single casualty at
the battle of Pranklin, ,

The two brigades of Lane and Coavad, of Wagunor's Division of
the 4th Corps, would have been of more use to us, it they had been
back at Nashville, becauso of the blunder of holding them in front
80 long that our firing was prevented, uuntil the enemy had nearly
reached our works. It is sale to ussumo that the cnemy would not
have reached our lines at adl, if Lane and Conrad hud been out of
our way.

The troops which did the effective fighting, were Opdycke's
Brigado of Wagnor's Division of the 4th Corps, and the 3d Division
of the.23d Corps, and Moore's and Mobringor's Brigades of our 2d
Division of tho 23d Corps.  Aguinst thoso six brigades, of 24
regiments, or if we count Wagner's two brigados, cight brigades of
36 regiments, came Stewurl’s and Cheatham’s two vorps and Jobn-
son’s Division of Leo's Corps, which by accurate count contained
twelvo regiment and (hreo batlnlions from Geovgia, 36 rogiments

- from Tennessce, two reginents from Novth Carolina, four regiments

from South Caroling, twolve regiments from Texas, oighteen
regimeats from Alabama, 32 regiments and three battalions from
Mississippi; fifleen regimenla from Arkansas, tivo regiments from
Florida and threo “Confederate” regiments, all infantry, and aggre-
gating 139 rvegiments, and adding tho six battalions, the equivalent
of 142 regimonts, only tacking two regimonts of being four times
our number of regiments.

So ‘woro the forces gathered for a battle which upon our part
cumeo unexpectedly, nmd was delivercd suddenly and with the
greatest vigor and dolermination, ‘

Upon my return from the fino, where the fatiguo party were
working, Colonel Sherwood suggested that our men had heen
skirmishing wo long, that theiyr eartridgo boxes were nearly empty,
and asked mo to rido oyt and order up somo ammunition from oyr
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ordnance train, Looking to tho worth anl sty we siw tho wagon
trains, on the othor side of Lhe Unrpoth River, and stpposing Lho
ordnance stores of tho 23 Corps were among the Leains in sight, I
rode leisurely over the river to order u p tho needed supplios, [ had
visited all of the trains and had returned to o point noar the wagon
bridge, when my atteation was aliracted Lo u commolion amony i
group of officers in Fort Granger, who wore using their glasses,
making observations to Lhe southward, ‘Ihe noxt moment, a shot
was fired from the fort, followoed by others in quick succession. The
sholls from the guns wero burstivg about hadf o milo to tho south-
ward. Fo!lowing close upon tho artillory fivo, caine tho rattlo of
musketry, and [ had barely timo 1o cross the bridgo and got jnto
the streets of Franklin, when I was met by wmbulauces, caissons,
wagons, pack-horses, and all the impedimenta of un army going
pell-mell for the bridges. - Evideutly tho strect leadivg from tho
Carter House, bad bitlen Loo large o mouthful from the panicy

clement of the army.  For a few moments it seomed almost impogsi-

blo to make wuy aguingt the Lumultuous Lide which filled the-stroet
from house-front to house-front, and rising higher overflowed the
adjacent yards.

Half way up from the angle of tho strect, to the Cavter Ilouse, I
met  broken and disorguuized rogiments of Waguner's Division,
among whom, thoir officers were riding back and forth, trying to
rally and bring them back toward the works. At first it looked as
though owr line bad boen crushad at the conler, und nothing could
savo tho littlo army from destruction. Theo soxt glance showed

Opdyke's brigade, of Waguor's division, and the right regiments of .

Reilly's brigade of our 3d division, in their counter-churgo to regain
the ground lost at the conter, It was only a run such as one equld
mako while holding his breath, but, it was the fivosistible charge, of
nen, who recognizing a deadly poril determine to extricato them-
selves.  With a cheor they swopt back to tho muin lino, ¢learing tho
way with bayonet and bullet, but so converging as they advancod
that Opedyke passed to the eastward of the Carter House, and
rogained the contor of tho line. At this timo, I rode to the right of
the Carter House, and into sink-hole at the northwest corner of the
Carter House yard, where I hitched my horso to the funce. Whore
your stacks of guns had stood, Bridgo's Iilinois Battory was planting
its blows across the line as rapidly as the guns could bo handled.
When T left you ut work, T loft my sword aad revolver on the
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ground, with otbor headquarlor baggago. Whon I voturned Bridgo's
guns'ware spouting fire conlinuously across the intorval,

To suy thaul “the air was al] a yell, aud the carth was all aflame,”
would be putting it in & mild mannered wuy. Tho tompest of lead
and iron beal tho surfuco of tho earth into dust, as the spray upon
great waters, leaps under the lash of the advancing storm.

To run from the cover of the sink-hole to the cover of tho rifle
Pit, would take only a short minute; knowing that the regiment
ought to be in the ritle-pits, which they were digging when I went

- away, I started, baro handed, for the works.  On the way I stepped

upon sonie officers sword which had beon lost during the charge and
counter-charge, and took it for company. Reaching the ditch at
the left of Company @, I found you fighting bayonet to bayonet and
muzzle to muzzle, a8 you never fought before or since.

The engagement bad commenced not more than ten minutes
before, and yot the robels were within bayonet touch of the light
earthworks whero you 8tood, aud sesmed possessed with a desperate
purpose to overwhelin your line, at whatever cost, Sheet lightening
Played into tho rebely fuces, smoke onveloped everybody. The
curses of the living in their desperate struggle for life, mingled with
the groans of the dying,

Our meon fired so rapidly that many of their guns became
disabled. The guns of the dead and wounded were loaded by the
officers and men in the rear rank, and exchanged for empty guns
with the men in front. Soon the ery, “Give us more ammuaition,”
ran up and dowun tho tino. Tho officers tried to suppress it, so that
the rebels should not know our woakness, and endeavored to add to
the supply, from the boxes of Lhoso who were disabled.

At the first altuck Colonel Strickland’s brigade which had Leen
formod betwoen our regiment and the Columbia pike at the Carter
House, fell back, 2nd did not again occupy that part-of the lipe,
This left tho left wing of our regiment in the air, exposed to an’
onfilading five from abovo, which wo were poworloss Lo prevent. By
firing loft oblique our men relioved thomselves somowhat from the
nearest and most deadly of this fire, but to the moro distant fire we
were oxposod to tho ond of the action.

When our ammunition was nearly oxhausted, a regimont moving
by the flank, loft in front, cume up to occupy the works on our lat,
but wheu in our rear and not more than ten feet away from us, thoy
wore caught in that flerco enfilado and threw themsplves flat on thy
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ground for protection. Immediately we enlled upon these men for
ammunilion,' and for their guns, in cuses where our mon bLad
disabled theirs, so that before the cud of the buttle wo had taken 4
large proportion of their ammunition and a considerable numbor of
guns. -
Hislorinns stato that this gap in thoe lino ab our lofl was

re-occupied during the action, but in that thoy are mistaken, Tho -

line remained empty up lo the moment of our ovaceabion.  Lioul,
Ferpando Bennett, of Compuny C, recognizing the advantago to his
men of the protection which would be aftorded by filling that line,
sprang 1o the head of the fullen colwmu, and tried to rally the men,
but was killed outright, togethor with a lavgo wumber of the men
whom he bad induced to gel upon thoir feet,

At length Joe Gingory camo up with u box of cartridies, which
being rapidly dealt oub lu the men, relieved our anxiely aboul
ammunition.  The regiment which we mude so vood use of, I should
way from recolluction, was the 183 Ohio, but General Cox S2YH in
his dispatches thal it was the 1120k Hlinois.  In that respect I think
ho is mistukon as bo evidently is in suying thal we cub down the
locust grovoe in our froul to make inlo breast works,  Wo cul down,

gomo of the Lrees with muskot balls durine Lhe engagement, and maly

have cuba few Lrees 10T Lho Dronstwyrks. bt tho body of Lhe grove

st00d Thers as paveial profeciion to the Confoderntos,

~"Betwoeen U und 10 o'clock, tho Colonal ealled me down to the
right of the regiment and divected mo to puss the order from officor
to officer in u whisper, that wo would cvacuate the works aboul
11:00 p. m., and that the men sbould be kept awako and divected Lo
move without ovders silently by the right flank, each man being
expecled to follow the man next on hiy right.  I'his order I com-
municuated as divecled,

About this time Joseph Gingery came wp and nolified mo, that
he hud found my horso in the sink-hole wheve I had Joft him, and
run bim off the field, delivoring bim to Ostrander, who had the
other horses in charge, and where 1 found iy Liorse wheu wo finuily
withdrew.  This was among the last of the many acts of kindness
for which many of ug wore indebted Lo blutt, kind-hearled Joo
Giogery, ITo told me thore, of tho desperate wound our Sergeant
Major was stricken with, and tho many others he had helped to
carry from tho field, showing n wealth of simple kindliness, for
which lie did wot have full credit. When he left mo no ouo ulter-

.
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ward appears to have scen him alive, In scouring avound the field
in search of woundod men, he was doubtless wounded, and as appears
from the marks upon his body and clothes, was iilled by the rebels
after they took the fiold.

Individual instaoces of daving on both sides were RUMerons
during the ongagoment, A very Largo museular vebel jumped over
our works, just to the lelt of Company €, and ungu;’;ud JSol_'g:;w:;
John 1. Woodworlli n & Trand Lo hand onceunter,  Aftor sevemT—
thrists and parries, iy _w_h_lc_lg_qg_w_h_‘,l_g_oi any advantage, the rebol

.Buddenly vaulted to the rear, and pitched Ty gun, bayonet first, at

the Sergeunt driving tho sleol inte his thigh.  The rebel then tried”

_to spring back fo Uhe other side of the worles, but when mid\\:{y

over, was caught by our fire and fell on Lop of the bank degd—
Lientenant Kintigl, during & Tallm the firing, was tatking to
me about the casuultios which had. come under ljs observation,
when a musket ball cut ol bis thumb, [t was the constant inter-
change of civillics such as thiis, that kept both sides from retiring
for the night. _ '
The loss in our regimeut was 52 men, or about one in eight of
those engaged. Mad it not been for the rugged fighting qualities of
the rank and file of our regiment, the army could have hardly
escaped disaster.  If our regimont had retregtod as did those to our
lett, a clear gap would liave been made in our lines, without any

second line from which to stop & column charging through the

“interval.  Irom the time I got to the line, until the close of the

fight, the men with muskets were tho ones who were chiefly con-
spicous in the fight. In such o melce us that, officers ave in the way.,

Lvory foot of avuilable space along the crest of the enbankment

needed a resotute Union soldier with & fixed bayonet to &Il it.

The battle of Tvunkiin had beou' fought.  So far ag military
results were concerned it was, since Mission Ridge, the . greatost
Union victory won by the Westorn army,  In Virginia, Grant
raiged his slouched hat, and n hundied shotted guns, around
invested Richmond, sent intelligenco to Lice's beleagured battalions
that morning was beginning to duwn along the loyal lnes of the
nation.  While Hood had been ccm'h‘dcntly moving northward, it
seemed us though the boust “that lio would carry the war to the
banks of the Olio,” was rapidly ripening into au accepted prophegy.
Now, 6252 of the veterans ol the Atlauta campuign had been sub-
tructed from Lis list of presenl for duty, and thirtecn commandunts
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CHAPTER XV

BATTLE OF FRANKLIN, THE BLOODIEST BATTLE OF THE
WAR—THIRTEEN GENERALS KILLED OR WOUNDED

o HE BATTLE of Franklin, fought Nov. 30,
' 1864, was the most destructive of human
life, in proportion to the number en-
gaged, of any hattle in the four years'’
war. It was the fiercest death grapple of all bat-
tles on either continent, Thirty-six authentic re-
citals have been published in book form of this bat-
tle, North and South, and all agree it pointed the
most signal gesture to the speedy downfall of the
Southern Confederacy. Even the president of the
Confederacy, Jefferson Davis, in his after-the-war
book, ‘““Rise and Fall of the Confederacy,’’ classes
the battle of Franklin as the bloodiest of the war.
Major General Schofield, who commanded the
Union army at Franklin, has been eriticized by war
students and writers because he was not on the field
during the battle and because he placed his lines of
defense in front of a river which would prevent safe

~ Tetreat of his army in case of defeat. Itis said Gen-

eral Thomas, supreme commander, ordered General
[132]

i
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Schofield to make his defensive stand on the north
bank of the Harpeth river, in order to put the river
between the two armies and give the Union army
an open road to Nashville in case of defeat or dis-
aster,

Several prominent soldiers who were in the ba:.
-tle of Franklin have criticized General Schofield be-
cause he didn’t appear on the field. I never have
Joined in this eriticism because of my high regard
for General Schofield as commanding officer and
soldier during the hundreq days’ Atlanta campaign,

Captain Shellebarger of Company C, 64th Ohio
veterans, was in the Franklin battle. He is a brother

. of Congressman Shellebarger of Nebraska and for-

merly governor of that state, In 1916 Captain Shel-

~ lebarger published a book on the battle of Franklin.

As he has a record which entitles him to be heard,
I quote without comment an extract from his book:

“‘General - Schofield was sitting idly in Dr.
Cliffe’s house in Franklin just before the battle, in-

- different to reports that were coming to him, when

he skedaddled for the fort across the river as soon
as the firing began, abandoning the conduct of the
battle to his subordinates,

I am not attempting to rewrite history; only to
give my memories of g day never to be forgotten,

[133]
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It was 3:30 Nov. 30, 1864, that General Hood, com-
manding the gray army, sat on his war horse under
& wide spreading linden trec overlooking the little

town of Franklin. He threw the stump of his leg

that was shot off at Chickamauga over the pommel
of his saddle, pulled out his field glass and took a
survey of the Union army, in plain sight in the val-
ley below.

Of this scene John Trotwood Moore, historian
and state librarian of Tennessee, says in his book on
the battle: '

““It wag the silence that always precedes a great
battle. Presently the silence was broken by the soft
strains of music which floated up from the town be-
low. It was the Federal band playing ‘‘Just Be-
fore the Battle, Mother.”” The men in gray on the
hill and the men in the valley below listened. There
were tears in many eyes, as the pathetic words were
well remembered.

‘Just Before the Battle, Mother,
‘I Am Thinking Most of You.’ ?

I remember the scene just before the battle, as
described by John Trotwood Moore; I see it now
as I saw it then—a lovely valley basking in the mel-

[ 134 )]
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low glory of November sunshine. 1 see the little
town of ranklin, quiet yet restless, just inside the
circle of the Federal lines. These lines extended
from river to river. Suddenty General Hood closced
his field glasses, wheeled his horge and rode back to
(General Stewart, with the command : ““General, we
will charge the Federal lines in front.”’ Stewart
formed his corps on the right. General Cheatham
formed his corps on the left. A cannon on the ridge
sounded the signal for the charge. With bayonets
fiied the heavy columns, all veterans, marched with
a gteady and even tread down the slope. The flercest
and bloodiest battle of the centuries was on. Gen-
eral Fofest’s cavalry on the extreme right rested

- on the Harpeth river.,

In 1874 & Southern soldier who was in that bat-
tle line with General Cleburne, wrote a valuable
article on this marvelous charge in the Southern
Magazine, then edited by General Bazil Duke of

- Louisville. I quote a paragraph:

““The hottest part of the lipe was a black-locust

‘@Mmmmmmdmmmmmm,
This is correct; T was at that part of the line.

A-have a distinet recollection of that locust thicket

and I can see now, as I saw then, that waving line of

shining bayonets as it Tushied to the works with that
o [135]
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___‘geﬁz}‘n_t rebel yell, and the mad, n_n__u_u‘derqus confliet
__that followed. N

My horse ““Firefly” was shot at the first onset.
On the immediate left of my regiment our line was
broken and a brigade was foreed back in confusion.
General Cox, in command of our army on the bat-
tlefield, in his valuable history of Franklin {page
131) says:

““When the front line gave way, Moore’s
brigade was seriously involved. Colonel Sherwood,
commanding the left regiment of the brigade, had
his men fix bayonets and prepare for a hand-to-hand
fight on the parapet.’’

General Cleburne, commander of a division, was
leading the charge of the gray army. FHis horse was
fatally shot within 50 yards of our front, Then he
attempted to lead his division on foot, but he fell
fatally pierced by minnie balls. General Carter fell,
mortally wounded, before reaching our line. Brig-
adier General Strahl reached the ditch. e stood
on the bodies of the dead and gave commands, try-
ing to rally his men. He was shot dead. Just in
front of my regiment, facing that famous locust
thicket, General Cockrell of Missouri was wounded.
(This officer recovered and was later United States
senator from Missouri). Two brigades to the left

[136]
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General George W. Gordoh of Temnessee was
wounded and captured. Not a hundred yards to the
right lay General Granberry dead, close to the Fed-
eral line. General Walthal, at the left of my com-
mand, had two horses shot under him and was
wounded,

General John Adams, who was leading his
brigade, fell wortally wounded in front of the brig-
ade of Colonel Jack Casement of Ohio. Deeply
touched with his splendid courage Colonel Casement
had cotton brought from the old cotton gin nearby
and placed under the head of the dying soldier, say-
ing as a last word: “You are too brave a man to
die.” TIn the full fury of the contest, when a whole
brigade front of our line of battle was held by a cor-
don of the gray army three lines deep, Colonel Emer-
son Updyke of Ohio, who was commanding a brigade
in reserve, without waiting for orders, led a charge
against the furious hosts of Hood and not. only
stunned them but partially restored our broken
lines. The salvation of our army at I'ranklin is due
to General Updyke’s quick and heroic action.

- Thirteen Confederate generals were e¢ither
dead or wounded. Colonels were commanding di-
visions and captains were commanding regiments.
Colonel Banks of Mississippi in his war book pub-

[137]
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eight others were missing.,’’

Here is the list, Killed: Generals Gist, Cle-
burne, Adams, Strah]l ang Granberry, . Wounded ;
Generals Gordon, Brown, Carter, Cockrell, Scott,
Manigault, Quaries and Waltha]],

About 9 o’clock gt night, when there was a lall
1n musketry firing, the wailg of the wounded and the
dying were heart-rending; but the smoke had set.
tled on the field ip front so dense that vision wag
obscured 100 yards away., I wag then in command
of the battle ling of the brigade, ag all officers of
the brigade of higher rank had been killed or
wounded. I gave the order to ceage firing. Stand-
Ing on our hastily constructeq breastworks (about
four feet high) T saw g gray figure approaching on
his hands ang knees, moaning piteously. I Jumped
over the earthworks and pulled him over to oy side,
He lived only a few minutes, His last words, ‘“We
are all eut to pieces—Oh, God, what wil) become of

My poor mother?” He wag from Missouri, Genera]

Cockrell’s brigade.
And what a night that was,
After the battle the dead lay around the breast.
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works from river to river. Outside the breastworks
In a wider line from river to river—a wider and
thicker line—lay the Confederate dead. Amid the
smoke and grime of battle and under the dun clouds
of smoke almost hiding the stars, the blue angd the
gray looked the same. I stood on the parapet just
before midnight and saw al] that could be seen, I
saw and heard all that my eyes could see, or my
rent soul contemplate in such an awful enviren.
ment. It was a spectacle to appall the stoutest heart,
A Nashville poet wrote -

““Ten thousand men, when the warfare was o’er,
“Lay on the battlefield erimsoned jn gore,”’

The wounded, shivering in the chilled Novem-
ber air; the heart-rending cries of the desperately. .
wounded and the prayers of the dying filled me with
an anguish that no language can describe. From _
that hour to this I have hated war, "

The editor of the Nashville Times was on that
battlefield. In an editorial, Dee, 3, three days after
the battle, he says:

““The 111th Ohio Infantry, Colonel Sherwood
tommanding, wag exposed to the shock of the fierce

charges at Franklin and stood firm with signal valor.

(139)
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Its losses were very severe. Of itg officers, Lieuten-
ants Bennett and Curtis were killed, Major McCord
Was severely wounded, Captaing Southworth and
Dowling were very severely wounded, also Lieuten.
ants Baker, Beery, Kintigh and Dalton.”’

Colonel Orlando H. Moore, the assigned com-
mander of our brigade, issued a general order after
the battle in which our brigade was given eredit for
saving the integrity of the battle line in the geverest
crisis of the battle, with especial reference to my
regiment. I quote a paragraph from Colonel
Moore’s general order: _

“Headquarters Second Brigade, Second Dj-

vision, 23rd Corps, Nashville, Tenn., Dec. 2, 1864.
General orders:

“‘The heroie spirit which inspired the command

was forcibly illustrated by the gallant 111ty regi-
ment of Ohio infantry (Colonel Sherwood com.
manding) on the left flank of the brigade, Whep

the enemy carried the works on their left they stood =

firm angd crossed bayonets with them, holding them
in check. By command of Orlando H, Moore, com-
manding Second Brigade.” L

Colonel Lowry of the 107t Illinois, just at the
right of my regiment, was killed gt the first onget,
Three minutes later Colonel  Mervin Clark, com-
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manding the 183rd Ohio, was killed. Iig regime:
was on the immediate left of the 111th Ohio and w:
forced back in the first onslaught. He was a bra-
soldier of many battles, but his regiment was una
fire for the first time, He refused to fall back ar,
stood waving his sword at the left of my regimen

I rushed to his side and yelled in his ears: ‘@
back and rally your regiment.”” He was shot dea
falling against me. A report was sent to the fiel
hospital that T was killed. My faithful orderly, Jo
Gingery, who was assisting the operating surgeon:
obtained a stretcher and started for the front wit
the intention of taking my body to the field. hos
pital. He was shot dead 20 yards from ourglin
of battle. My regiment lost more soldiers in kille:

- and wounded than any regiment of the Union army

I make this statement after a careful investigatio
of the casualty list of every Union regiment in th
battle.

The battle of Franklin broke the morale and ag.
gressive spirit of Genera] Hood’s army. Tt made
possible the decisive victory of General Thomas at
Nashville. Franklin dug the grave of the Confed-
eracy and Nashville sounded the requiem. These
two battles were fought only 15 miles and 15 days
apart,
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