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~ By HELEN DAHRNKE™
\ OLDIERS of other
S fought for it, plowed lt’,_cleax‘ed

‘s lebcr and frongy
lhclr sONS lo new wars. v

-And now the’ govmnmcnt is to
make of 600 acres In Rulherford
i County o haven for soldiers of the
World War, mcntel and nervous
! victims *of modcln war machines
.&\'\Nclx in 1018 ‘[olcxcx remoyved
"glarhbul' chm \vax a8 u pcxsonal
ad\entulc '

It sent

I[ sloncs \nnd trecs ml;zhL speale,
the land boll;z]\L {or the site of the
.| United ,S{nlcsf Vetcmns Hoqpltal
At eould. Lellra story “hich In ¢ part
) would"be Ametlea’s saga. .

FI % r; ‘the 600 acres, miles
-1 north. of ,Murfreesboro on’the road

?to Ligbanon, on which will be starts

" sdnt a: few months the . central

four"

Iahelches back to.'Charles II and

|:he first granted {t. .

b Lnsl‘. May*® when” Lwlng Smith,
Mur{reeshoro | atlérney,
" negqtiations and ab‘tlacts' of the
titles,. 603.7 acres, owned by six
i Dthgr ganIemen—’I‘enned%ce farme

’ ‘els-@WenL‘ back, to the federal:gov-
mﬁnmcnt by p\nchnpc t- Land which:|.

-..1790 lmd cost.ils onlglnul settlexs
Thonq(h and James Ruclm}, 60
cenfs,a\u, ;\‘mm{ftuqu toithorgov:

n W‘)@ﬂln

wars have.

:'hlslory wrltten “into 1t

Uit e the hospltal costing $1,650,
000, has:a history th its titles wiich.

the slx noble gentlemcn to whom '_

on, ak erl v

a Réx‘foluﬂonaxy roldleér
and- now ‘the gdvernment bLuys it
back “for other sol(lloxjs’- cure  and
treatment,” . A
e 4 e o
"M! NIXON, manngel ofrthe
j Unlled Stales  Veternns' Bu-
~ reau In Nashville, whose. office
will 'be moved to . the- veterans’.
hospital -after it is completed in
Rutherford Counly, is one whoé hag
shared in tracing the land's conncc-
Uon with soldlcls of anolhcr™time!
For back of. thc transler. of “six
modern-day: farmers o lhelr small-

‘cr acreages. totullnrf 603.7 ackes Lo

the  United” Statcs goxelnment for
a tolal of $58,650 there lles .a' slory
of -land” (llvmlon whlch hnsall- of
“ Leon :H.
Bgtcy sold  fifty-gix . aéles ank

‘Batey "sold .156 actes, i\John.. Posey |-

sold 179% acres, Jolin. Sullivan sold
elghteen, J. E. McCraty sold%even-

,Ly sly ucres and A L Curnahun 116

And yot: lhe slory goas bucld to

| 8% qentlemen of qulte-Txa. different
| type, ‘according tosMr.
co*npleled"

, Nixon's: ‘res
search;’ 1'05 uccoxdlng o land Dis-
tory - uncoverod by’ M
March.24, 1603, Charled 11 of Lng-

Nl\(on,\on'

Y’“

guve "to ]L‘c{ward Tarl of Cla endon, | ac -

Lord Cxaven Lord Ashley Cooper,
Sir John Calleton.led John Bexkc-
ley, er »Willlam* Berkely and: Siv
George Carleret the wide swath ™ of
land lying:between tho thirty-first

nnd tho thirty- sixth, parallels {from |’

thc _Atlaniie Ocean Lo LhePaclfic
Coast! W}n} matlered it it no- -one

had seen all this land or l(m:w uoL. 1

how far the Paclilc. Iny' nwuy' S
- Yel wlthln that ‘grant Jay - Ulo
0000 acres on Stones Rlvel which
in 1787 the Slz\te of Notlh Cavollnn
conforred. on Col Isanc Shelby, and
which that gallnnt oflicer.of Xing's
Mduntain was to- sell, without ever
looking on. s tall cedars, its Justy
yollow poplnrs .along  the 1lver
bzmks, its” igray hlllsxde stnnes and
rlch rolllng flelds .

It waé {n 1787 that the flrst large
gloup‘of séttlexs arrvived in. Middle
Tennessee. Amonpf them were the
Rucker’ brothet's; two gentlemen® of
erglma i They},bouzht the - 5,000
aéres;, pactiof avhiel is/tobe” u5ed
foriithe 350 ;beds’ fof tireds nerve:
shaueled Wolld War velerans; and
moved thelr’ famllies Lhere, paying
only SZ uOO t() Colonel Shelby. Ior lt

landythat. gay and: ‘daghing-king of Y,

he rStunrt:

subjocts,al_ k ?

q o
Tcnneﬁsen phd Nolthyr (L‘émlinﬂ.‘ In:| beghn
days’ ).ntloﬁ"-‘thb Dotwed
»ldv;zjwhtlﬁ T Ho

'.th(" Roﬂ
{lhg

Huek="the -l‘dlvlnc‘ 1lght .

o meped cond - ’hunted

even! DeSolo on hisiex-

orthwgrd for the. Sprm-
mny hdvb looked \fpon

‘sone edglnom

Solcjlers
down

hospital

B e T

mm STt} divided u
whon thoyccume to dle, gavé a. bl
heve or Umre to some {althtui'slave.
From It they sent sons to the: Me;d
can'War.and Ju 1860 the lan\d saw’
olher goldlors. m'archlng acrods L.,
delllonﬁ,h\ Tlutherford. County
“that'the Ninetielh ?hlo In:
‘iimpe(l -on the I‘homa.q
: ome<lcad in the wlnter,
alter therBattlo of \loncﬂﬂ Rlverl|
(,cxlulnly thellmue ccave’ gl)_JSuHL,‘
van'y lnnd ‘near the curve.inthe!
road whme the old Thomas Rucker”
home stood‘until a few months ngo, |
would he éé-a veglment. 1 latter!
days tho”éave has been used oy’ al‘
estaumnt " and dllnk
. I A l1$

0fiihq:5,000 back agaln.’ Whl}d
d plans of the hospltal: hnve
not* been revculed from -Washing-
ton; hardlyia 'week passes bt that
or, archltcct'is in
Nashville', 0% Murﬂecsboro to. push
forwardithatplans, Mr, Nixoh 5BYS
that = bicreasing .needs’ o(‘ hos-
pltallz&tlonwf World War velerﬂns
will Jddubtiess ‘lead tg o program
of oxpunslon “hlch Wil finallyvine
clude. 1090 abedsfat the hisapl
Ong. flqor of:the lhst.unlt 184t0 be
glven oVerato/the Vctemns’ﬁureﬁé,u

in N'whvlll i p
SoldldLshwho
od " J

ofv
from lho time of Charles -
“the’.
havo:had A ahate ‘In tHll'-
tractl
froosboro. L

_ .
mnny war;
World. War

neary Mur-

L
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The Pickard house bclwc;n e . R T oL
R RIRCCIIS TN Conhe o,_f; the -.old:. Rucker homes stilf standing o(n ihé--s,odo, ori
3 - . F = { T Y . ’ :

L 25 S'all Photos By Fd” Clark) (4]
graclx.\‘gr:mtc:] tosa nq_!o_l_u_uo_n_ncg)x ;omg&
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3 . ‘;{fi?th '-Qonoé‘d,{_[q . .
2o Hyo: In" this Ruckor ~homg,, might =
.-be "called a;Veteranof Future” Wars. He.
ure,

"lios,in-a. trunk broughtsto)tho , State  beforofs
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RS .,,JOHN MARIOI\[
ARD
) {- Lhe origlnal Ruckers who
s Jiving on .8 part. of -that (irst
5.000-ncve tragt: which Thomas and
A anies Rucker hought from Colonel
Z', .\Isnac Shelby. She and her husband

today .own o farm of 100 =acres
ooacross Slone's River {rom the hos:
5) pltul tract- which. Is the northenast
“corner df’the oviginal 5000 acyes.
~Thelr home g a great house of tim-
' bers bullt Inter but shnllar fn its
ﬂbnslc design to the house of Thomas
h’{‘; Rucker which was recenlly toxn
ado“n by Sulll\'t\n
.g “I don'ty Inow whether Lhere nre
ﬂlvely\ mnny descendants oft Thomas

f

L - Ruclker lﬁ\Jhg An Murfreesboro,
v“‘; though my own .ancestor, James
2 Ruclker, has a number of dc*:ccnd-

)Lr ants In thlg general section,

?"'Plcknr(l says,
(‘?v Mrs. Pickard Is the gt'mddr\ugh-
"” ter of Samucl-Rucker, one of James
Ruckexs' sous. Mer grandfather,
Ywho was ‘born In Amherst County,
Virginia, In 1704, came with his
(father and uncle,- Thomas Rucker,
~to Teunessce hefore ]800 Famlily
4 records’in Mra. Dlekard's posscssion
y nhow that her grandfather, Samuel
Reed Rucker, enteved the practice
of ‘law at .Murfreesboro . In 1815,
uilding the: house in which hls
N grm\dd,lugh'ol now lives, in 1829, on
(fthe’ 5000 ncres which he inherited
S from his father James' catate.
. |- James and ‘Thomas Rucker, com-
\ fug from Amherst Ceunty, Virgluiz,
Wirst scttled in Clover Bollom near
%(\‘\“N'\cl)\lllc the rich @tone's
it
§

- Murs.

“beud.east of Nashville which Is con:
with the hlstory
nnd the Don-

necléd so closcly
bt Andrew Juckson
elson l’:\mlly, While they were ll\'-
ing at Clover Bottom James'
younger daughler was mnrrled to
viSevern Donelson, and it was thelr
73 child, Andrew Jackson Donelson,
‘who “was adopted by the childless
mnfxlcx and. mistress of the Hermfit-

il ape, Yot some reason (he Rucker
ij|brothers declded to. move from
Glover Bollom and nepotiated with
Tolenel &hetby for the purchase of
15000 acres farther south on Stone's
[ Rlver, which In 1787 had been
grantcds to  himy by the grateful
state of North Calolma :

_SO FAR as any records show
. Colonel Shelby, who was to

bocomq Governor of Kentucky
an(l (o-lezxve his name on towns

v
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‘and counties ol both that slate and{

Teuncsscc never saw {he 5,000 acres
v»hlch hdd been handed to him by
the imotlier state.
?‘} Ulul' in’ those days, rlpe‘[or an

Yy EX-sQndier’s | tikiug, nand Cujcne)
y éhblb}/de been granted other acres
3‘ n‘.pa:,ment for his gallant services.

brhe* Ruckcxs paid Colonel Shdby

)

. ﬁO cenls an acre for the 5,000 acres.
] ’I,‘hey ‘and, their sons began to vicar
{Imbel build homes, sell crops and
lake’ ~pm(‘, in the new .counly gov-
d crmhent

‘A nnmbcl 0( fhe Jarge old honises
lght Ujrough this section of tho
_ounty were bullt by Rucker Kins-
) ncxj, st Plekard snys.

A 'llxc Thomns Rucker homestead,
uclng lho road to Lebanon and sit-
ated . ‘ofi+ an 18-acre tract which
'iwa,s (purchnded by the government
fof: The hospilal site, was the grand-
dnddy.-, all these old houses.
’lhougli the exact dnte of Its build-
Ing Is not. known, traditlon bas it
that Thomas, built it in 1800 and
‘o.lrei\dy had his houschold secttled
rth(;)e \\hcn ‘the figst scssion ol
Ruthcx(old Counly Conrt was held
ggm"lsox . .
)i - Sultivan, who tore lhc 01(1 Thomas
g;,}!ﬂ\l(‘l{ex house down n few months
g0, n(Ler (the governments pm-
3 ohiased ‘his farm, has moved ils tim-
3 }wrs ;acrass the pilke and from
¢ t_hein'-‘fs' constructing & modern
ouso on anolher part of ils land.
,'Ho and “his wile lived in tho old
]"I‘l)omas Rucker house for 18 years.
%Bcf(‘ne,thnm it had been in many
“yhands, but they expeess o fondness
forwit as ‘deep as lhough -one of
fhelr own ancestors had built it
Measurements - of the “timbers,
whlch ho .tool Ixom the old housge
..v sound s0 Iabulous that.one wonders

PJ it Ruthcrroxd,couhtlnns have not
)

15 “thel.lnst” descendant‘_

River.|,

Land was plen- |

5« ’85 souvenirs,”

R 2 4
L‘herc was . nor a n‘nl in tl\o old
‘houso stiueture. - Ils - Joinlts : were
morlised and pegged logether. Yol
odew poplar, 2odar cand white onlt
+ fwere used in It throughout., The
. corner

‘Jowed out for the corner
“Hfil in. That 36-foot beam of yellow
(poplar, which I have, used across
~Cthe front of my new house from
. ;pitiar to pillar was 44 feet long In
Whe old house. I cut off eight feet
,n[ it. Thinl of it, 44 fect of wood
120 inches square that hiad stood 137
“iyears and way still good. The shin~
igles from the roof were of codnr
san Inch and half thick. People’carite
here and uskc(l for some (a( ‘them
%nlh\,m snys.

RICK fl'qm lho two lzu'gf: chim-
i lB neys was ~ecvidenlly bhand-
' made {rom ‘clay on thé place,
Sullivan says. There was cnough
,lo build .the chimneys in lug new
_‘house as,well ag in his son's new
y! house. THis small grandson found
,'lf'l.mong the bricks ones which had
]bccn marked by the tracks of n
possum, a wild turkey and a coon
C i hile they wcxe slill soit years
-AKO. ot

posts were of white oalk 12
“inches square which had been hol-|
pieces Lo | -

Acongregation who attends regulatly

e e

", 1great-uncle donr\tcd ,to the BupUst

I Mrs, .
Jthey were, they served In- Virginlg R
before they moved to the, 'l‘(\nnoz o

.| who deficd
Matthew Martin, -

g§outh Carvolina history "during - the,

"”lhc boy had a good deu.l o(
!plr'\qmc Shf)Wng h)s teacher the]
s tracks which had' br*cn made more
Lh-\n 100 years ago,” Mrs. Sullivan
says.

Tradition

It that

has

“tones. Thomas was n recaleitrant
" jeltizen and apl to-wanl to vule the
‘;icomt At one sesslon held In his

home the. other’ members
»jcourt voled Lo place him in stocks,
i butt written hislory is
to whether this leading citl/cn ‘was
so.ever, humllmtcd

R

the Iu:t <
scounty courl meelings in lhomnr,
1Rucker’s Jarge house were stormy|.

of the|

vague as |-

. Mrs. Pickard, descendant of the original settiors, looks.a
. . : tho *lny, truek brought to Teincsseoihy Sally Clay‘
P N " a Rovoluhonaay hexolno of Soulh Carollna)
Rt )

In n 1810 Thomn-; gave o part of hls
500 acres to build a church.
fm' generations Ruckers and thelr
descendants  have allended . tlie
j Providence Primitiva Bapt ist
Thomas,

from ‘Preaching. is

but ‘Mrs, Plckavd:ils one sof  the

at the-church. ofgher preat-grenl-

Pickatd does ‘nol know. If

sce wildnerness and starled anev
Bul on another hranch of her .fauk;

one - Sally Clay of .South Carelina
her parents to marny
‘who scttled In
Bedfgrd Counly. Sally Clay made
Amcrican Reyolution by woka;;
with: her sislers to infercept” -BHt-
Ish”messages whoso bearcrs had’
Estopped ovornight. at her falber's

 house dcnnnding hOSDlU}“ly Sally
and her sisters seculcd Lhe, messa-
ges of Burilish operations against

Ithe militin army of General Nuthang

reene, and.. ud.”)/ rode lhréough
tho woods at night' to get :them to
Geheral Greene, Lhereby alding him-
in his spectaculgr”

béls Sally miist hove:
'apunlw lass, for some years later
icd her pax gnjq 1oblol>g ‘Y”h

And |’ ‘

[ Church which stiil stands on’ ibls
- gll't .
vow held there only once & month, |

-+ "Ibeen born, the latest of them being

falth, /7 < : e
Wl\cthnr Thomas and & James |
weld velerans of thc Revotution

ily‘tree Mus. Pickard traces back to V.

defcats of the,
“fEnglish soldiers,swhich gaved thdy,
Souﬂmxn states for i the Aaericant
becn o |'*
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mM&LLhew Mulbm - nnd Twith” )\1{(‘1'
'Cﬂn;m west to Uennessee. It wns b

Maltio, Bedford Mar-
tin,” who mauried the young Mur- |
freesboro lawyer, |, Samucl  Reed
Rucker, and cune to llve ab'the |
home which Mr, and Mrs. Plckard.

own. In that house five genera-
tions of Mrs. Pickard's kin \have

‘her daughler,

John Marlon Pickard III, who,
though only three~ months old,’
eunjoys Lhe privilege. of. having for
his own cradle a Torse-hido tvunk
which his greal-great grandfaiher,
Samuel Teed Rnrkcx, bl‘ought from
o Vnglnla ) .




