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BUSINESS : AT "HEADQUARTERS.

orto resign. - An invalid mightiobtain temporary
1-espite in the hospitals, or re_s%gn._ A hale mag, unless
recommended by his superior to resign, “for the good
of the service,” was summarily notified to return to
duty. The rule-was inexorable.  But the Gene_;'al
wag swift to relieve the army of incompetents.  Fle
daciin.ed to listen to personal appeals. «I cvlon’t care
for anyindividvwal. Everything for the service; noth-
ing to individuals.” Although an ardegt fnerfd,_he
would not permit the claims of friendship to inter-
pose against the interests of his country.

“TUE BYES OF THE ARMY.”

-,.;,-']"_?he improvement of his cavalry was a Qrimary con‘-
sideration, in his systern of reorganization. ¢ Cav-
alry,” he was.wont to say, “are the eyes of the army.
They can.be made its, h-:mds and -feet.” | It v,,ms.- hls
object to.elevate them to.that ,exce:.tlg'nc‘e,. ‘L.ee, s Kap-
825 Cavalry in the Army of the Mississippi, under his
encouragement were renowned in all that country for

their efficiency. Hewanted whole divisions like them.

When he assumed command of the Fourteenth Army
Corps, he supposed he had twelve or filteen thousand
veteran: cairalry troops. . Ide was surprised and cha-

grined that he could not muster half that number.
B g >

A portion of these were chiedy ?alugble Tor - their

cap_zncity';to evade danger and good sexvice. A‘tro'o~p

of joclkeys with riding whips were quite as effective

as some of the squadrens. No fault of th‘e1_rs, but of

neglect, lacls of capable officers, and deficiences of
ipment.

C-(%;Ilslzpplied for Brigadier General David S. Stan-

ley, an officer of great spirit, and saperior military

T T T
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Ohigf of: G'zwalry, and that General was
¢ command of perlaps the best division
infantry in the federal army, to regen-
the,cavalry arm of the Fourteonth Corps. There
erve from which to draw reinforcements,
teneral Commanding applied to the War
tifor five thousand Colt's revoiving rifles
sftute for men.  About three thousand were
iiwhen the arsenals were exhausted. Hig
Impressed with the conviction that revolvy-
gwould. give best nssurance of guccess, that.if
een. offered the option of raw men or
Arma, it is probable Le would have preferred

It needs no argument to satisfy the pub-
a.charges are superior to one, but the War
ches mot yet discovered it. The moral
vhich such arms impart to troopers who
vitarnse them, is of more value to the serv-
eir-relative physical strength. They have
inspiring with confidence the men who
vith them, and terrifying the enerny.
osecrans desired to mnke the cavalry arm
bYW Combining with it an organization of
ghtinfantry with light batteries for rapid
3 ut-the government had no such troops.
“had - adopted it with builliant BuUCCess.
Ily;became so indispensable that nfantry bri-
aresiwere mounted and disciplined for the service,
kLho physical contour of his department also re-
desipack mule train to mutual ly adjust the parts
-projected system of warfare. 1t was almost
'ibie?to Jpenelrate the mountains of Kast Ten-
AVith. ordinary trawsportation. Tt was a DPara-
3
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mount object with him' to selieve that Switzerland of
America from oppression. It was crushed with the
most accursed tyranny on the face of the earth. Its
quict citizens had been murdered for loyalty to their
government. Ttd helplc%q women and children had
been driven to thé mountain caves, and their dwel-
lings weére eaten up by incendiary flames.  Thousands
of its patriotic men were fugiiives, or were toiling and
fighting to reach thelr homes once more. Their
hearts were stricken, and they might well exclalm in
agony of hope deferred : “Ilow long, oh Lord, Low

fong 7 Tt nevetr will cease to be astonishing that the -

deliverance of the mountaincers of Tennessee Was 50
long delayed. Genefal Rosecrans from sympathy and
for 1mport'mt military Teasons determined to accom-
plish it. ‘But there was delay here too. A tran
of five thousand pack mules, which were indispensa-
ble to the enterprise was ordered, and months elapse&
WlthO‘L‘lt satisfaction of the reqmmtwn.

_ DYSCIPLINE.
+The discipline of the corps in all its departinents
Was an object of unremitting effort. There was no
sound reason why the discipline of veteran volun-
teers should not be equal $o that of regnlars. It was
not the fault 'of the soldiers. who exhibited aready
acquiescence to orders when officers showed capacity
and merve: There were a few regiments in the army
fully equal to those in the regular service. These
Lad zealous officers of large capacity. There was
one rhode especially by which neglect of duty, care-
lessziess and incornpetency, would be eliminated and
the army puwrified. General Rosecrans solicited

BUSINESS AT HEADQUARTERS,
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Eoaiiority. to dismiss' officers from the service for sati
padtorymilitary reasons. The reply of the Secretary d
f Y

firexprosacs the character of the npphca’mon to Wﬂ

: “ Washington, Vou 3, 1862.
_*.ro GEmERAL Rosreravs

£% 1 c.‘scnhczl to cilactplme, and you arqg
ti Report of tho fucts in cach case. shoulc
Y forwarded to the War Dopartn
partment, in order t
p‘rowde b restoration. i
E. M. STANTON,
Secrelary of | 1’Va7'.”

! ordet (No. 4) embodying the foregoing
-tly pubhshcd. ducctmo that oﬁicers (118—
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rebels ‘slicked fire, and in a short time disappeared
altogether, leaving Colonel Matthews mester of the
field, though. severely bruised by a fall from his
horse. The brizadé marched. home triumphantly,
and. received: the plaudits of the army for its brilliant
conduct:..Our loss was Adjutant B. R. Muller, of the
Thirty-Fifth Indians, and four enlisted men killed;
two commissioned officers, including Tieutenant Col-

onel :Balfe, and thirty-three enlisted men wounded,

and four missing. The rebel newspapers announced
that their casualtics were one hundred. We captured
but’one.prisoner. The. skillful management and
gallant bearing of Colonel Matthews was generously
wpp]auded by the Greneml Gommandmcr :

,SPEOIAL HO\TORABLE ME\:TIO\' Sl

e conduct of - the tréops was scanned: Wlth mter-
est” because itwas ‘the beginnirg - ‘of 'the campaign,
and it was desirable to measure the reliability of the
army. Colonel Matthews reported ‘that every man in
the command behaved himself handsomely, and upon
his official recommendation, General Rosecrans pub-
lished’a field order, of which the following is a copy,
commendmc the heroism of the’ brave servemnt and
ten men who held Dobbm 8 Ford 80 stoutly, viz.

| SPEGIAL FIELD ORDER. . .

The General Commuanding takes this method of ‘compli-
menting the following non-commissioned officers and privates
of the Twenty-First Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, for. their
gallant conduet in the skirmish near Dobbin’s Ford, .on the
9th inst.:

SergeantJ E. '\Iorton Co. P commanchng squad
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Corporal Henry Stahel, Uo. A.

“ J. P. Hagan, Co. I
Private Geo. I. Montjoy, Co. A

“ Cagsius Kiger, Uo. A

o Edward Welch, Co. A

¢ 3Vm Murphy, Coo A

« R B. Clusin, Co. I,

« W, WL Qliver, Co. B,

«  Jno. Morten, Co. I,

« T8 Jones, Co. L.

By command of
MAJOR GENERAL ROSBCRALNS,

J Bares Dicxsoxn, Captuin and 4. A. General.

Such prompt recognition of good conduet In battle
bf\s vast influence upoen the momle of an army. It is
to be regretted that all commanders and the govern-

‘ment have uot yet learned to attach sufficient import-
ance to the value of rewards to the brave soldlers of
‘the I{epubhc

GEB{ERAL STANLEY'S SP[RITFD DASH ON I‘RANKLIN

The revolving - rifles were received four or five
weeks ofter they were ordered. General Stanley
Jistributed them imwmediately among his most reli-
able cavalry troops.  The Yourth Ohio Cavalry,
which was one of the hest regiments in the field, was
now properly armed for the fist thme since it had
entered the avmy. Other regiments which had been
neglected were also improv ed by the new arm. The
men evinced anxiety to practice their five- shooters on
the rehels. Stanley, nothing loth, proposed fo gratify
them. Massing a considerable force on the 11th of
December, be pushed down the Frauklin road for the

R
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purpose of making a réconnoissance:and to surprise
the rebel garrison at Frankliniessis R

Soon after passing the outposts-the twang of a car-
bine advertised the presende of ‘the enemy. The
advance guard.pressed dp-shiatply and evoked & sharp
volley:from & line of. horsemen in & thicket. Dashing
furiously: forward - a regiment of “Wharton’s -Texas
riders were driven out of their nésts and scurried
over the hills, our fellows, after them at a slashing
pace. It was an exciting hurdle race, over rocks and
ridges; hedges.and fences, while a merry ping of rifles
and carbines.rang through the woods in -every-direc-
tion.. It was now rifie and spur; on, Stanley, on;
xiih;:tebiels, un ;. antil the last gray-back disappeared
insthe.jungle:: The bugles sang truce for the nonce,
ands the s blue  jackét: clans gathered:in to breathe'd
Jitbhew i obpe i o iy did- Bl by T Bt s
.+ Pushing-out:his scouts’ right. and-left; Stanley was
not long in beating up more game. .Again:it was
rifle and spur, and rattle of small arms, but the enemy
refused-to await the shock. The whole day was thus
- galloped-away, Stanley losing not a man, the rebels

keeping clean out of revolver range. At nightfall -

© Stenleyi;had! chased: the- enemy beyond Triune,
destroyed- two camps, and had captured some pris-
oners and- horses.”. The men were jaded, but -flushed
with success. . T S
4 e . THE SURPRISE JOILED. o
... The corhmand:wasnow about westiof, and onlyseven
miles.from ‘Murfreesboro. “There was a strong’ rebel
force :at -Nolensvillein front of them, the main body
of Brag‘gfs army. was at Murfreesboro, and Buckner’s
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division was behind them. Nevertheless Stanlef

determined to make a dash at Franklin. Accord-

ingly the horses were fed, and the men rolled up in

their blankets for a few hours’ slumber. Unfor-
tupately an hour or two before the time appointed to

move & prowling rebel drew an ineffective shot from
e, of Stanley’s videttes, a Tennessee sergeant. He

returned the fire with fatal effect. Not long after-

ward . another picket firing alarmed the rebels - at
Franklin so that a surptise was out of the question:

.»Determined not to be balked, Stanley prepared' to
move, upon Franklin at all kazards, but he now waited
antil broad daylight. Gathering his foree in hand,

he:advanced cautiously upon the town, drove in the
“gebel pickets, and then shot out the head of his col-

umn directly at the main street. The rebels fled to
the. houses and opened a brisk fire, but the Seventh
Pennsylvania. Cavalry under Major Wynkoop, charged
into them,and drove them pell mell into the country.

‘Stanley lost not a man. The euemy left: a Captain

and four privates dead in Franklin, and ten severely
wounded, besides fifteen or twenty prisoners: who
were cut off,  General Stanley occupied the town an
hour or two, destroyed a valuable flouring mill, cap-
tured a considerable number of horses, and returned .
to receive the congratulations of the General Com-
manding for his spirit and enterprise. The conduct
of the troops, especially that of the Seventh Penn-
sylvania and Fourth Ohio, was spirited and daring.
The reconnoissance was perfectly successful. It bad
been reported that the enemy was ghifting his forces
to turn our right. General Stanley ascertainéd that
po demonstrations of the kind were making. o




- Movement .was itherefore igreatly retarded. : -Aboiit:

soB, but the fog was so dense' that it wag impossibles’

- McCook: being unfamiliar with ~thé.-ground, .dndy

- the. colimns moved ~forward;.-the.. Thirty-Fourth
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rebels were gunickly thrown into confusion; and
treated rapidly down the Baglesville road, Johnsc
skirmishers following as speedily as possible.” It
now -began to rain, and thick fog again obscurgg
country. The ground was also very heavy :
movement was seriously retarded. General MeCe
t]inzerefor'e determined to halt. General John
crossed - Wilson’s Creek with much labor, rebuilt
" bridge, and encamped on the opposite side. - ’;‘}%rou:;‘
out.the day the men had displayed thg steadmless.'z
pluck of veteran soldiers, and notwithstanding
stubborn resistance they met, they did not loise‘ am
" the enemy losing several. Sherridan’s division ¢
went into camp near the viliage, and General Ds
" took position at the junction of the Balle Jack r
“+ with the Nolensville pike. Thus far all was well,
the designs of the enemy were not yet divined.

£yt

#The fog was. so dense: that, it was: impossible-tor
- distinguish objects.a:hundréd and; fifty yards distanti

two-miles: from: camp, General Johnson’s vanguards
Brigadier Gensral Kirk’s brigade in advance—encounss
tered. the enemy in strong force of cavalry, infantny;s
and artillery. A sharp fire was opened upon Johnii

tdidistingaish friend from foe.. Our own flank skirm-i
ishers had fired upon Stanley’s.cavalry, and General-

having ascertained that Hardee had been in line of:
battle:all night waiting for him, deemed it prudent g

delay.further. operations until the fog lifted. = ..vw
s-Adzone o’'clock the mist.being partially dissipated:

Illinois .and Twenty-Ninth: Tadiana Infantry, in.ads
vance as skirmishers, supported. by Edgarton’s Ohio.
Battery and the Thirtieth Indiana Infantry; the Sev-
enty-Seventh Pennsylvania and Seventy-Ninth Tllinsis
following in line of battle in reserve, Baldwins’
brigade .deployed on the. right of the road. . Upot:
approaching . Triune, General  McCook  ascertaimed:
that the main body of rebels had retired, leaving: %/
force of cavalry with a.#all battery to contest the:
crossing of Wilson’s ‘Creck’ on'thé edge of* thewiki
lage; the bridge having-been destroyed by:the enemy.:
Driving -the.‘rebel skirmishers beforée him, . General:
Jokinson, by sharp fighting, finally gained the crest-
of .41 -elevation overlooking Triune, and the -enemy -
weére .descried in line of battle, with their center in::
the village.". Edgarton’s Battery was immediately put*
in - position, and opened with. such . ¢ffect that- the .

THE LEFT WING.

- :The troops of the Left Wing had been ordered
- be-roused an hour and a half before dawn of -
2Tth, to breskfast as speedily as po_ss.lble,- and: fo
under-arms‘in line of battle before daylight. Gf&n@
Wood, an officer who enjoys a pec‘uliar reput.a,t}on
the army for his vigor and his vigilance, and his p
cision in regulating guard duty, having the.: lgad uy
this day, superintended the exact execution of.t
order. An cccazional shell from the opposing hig
shortly after morning dawned, showed that‘ these p
cautions were not Jost. The Left Wing heing furtl
advanced than the Right, the former did not mc
forward until eleven o’clock, when Wood’'s divisic
Brigadier General Tascall’s hrigade 0 frount, teok L
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lead .. Therdntire cavalry on:the Left: Wmv had been -
directed: to. report ito-General: Woodpand tha,t officer;”
satisfied. fromthe natufe-of the.Gountr ry‘that its posit.
tion- %ln‘:front,would :be: injudicious;said: retard rither-
thanyaidwtlie sprogresdiofithe -infantry, . ditected itsto
také‘“‘ ositionyin: the redr; of.the. flanks of. the- lea.dmm

YRR .‘:""..=‘ gl e Hiad

r.Genéral Hascall moved forward in-two: hnes with

skirmishers well:-tout: upon the: front-andflanks.

Harker’s -and -Wagner's: brigades. advanced . on either

side -of . the! turnpike road prepared to sustain. ‘thé -

advance, and!especially. to protectiits fanks. « Genéral
W aod:alsor directedthe supporting brigades to pro-
tect.theirisoutward: flanks by ﬂankera, 0 that the
udvauce)of thieteolumn: was: entirely: inspred 'wambt
wuyi Bhoking Operation’ thes «énemy might’ project.

PossedsidnuofiiTiavergne,a mile fromiour front,iwag,
:he first object to be. attained. -The approach wag

Ahrough open fields overfallow grounds. The enemy
¥is sbrongly ;posted: in .the houses.of the village, and

ipon ' theiwobded hights in.therear, from whence:he

vasienabledito: oppose . our. advance byia. direct and:
‘ross-fire ofi! musketry. . Hascall’s brigade -advanced:
ral]antlyj.a.cross thefield- under. & .galling. fire, and:
vith vdsdlihenof:stesl: qmc,kly routed:.the: euemy froni’
rispositions, sthe: itwo sleading s regithents;: Lwentys
3ixth @hio;:Major, Squires, and Eafty. .Exgbth _Indiana’,f-
solonél - Buell, losing some twenty med, all of whom
vere woanded oue of them mortally. : '

- Haseall’s: brwade supported by Estep 5, Dlghth--
ndiana. Battezy‘pr_essed forward vigorously, encount-.
ring the enemy constantly in the numerous . cedar
ralees .which- afforded: them cover, but-the enthusi-

+, Creek. It was a matter of cardival importance to
-pa.ve the bridge at tbe crossing of the Murfreesboro
- road, and General Wood stmmed every nerve 4o
' acco:nphsh that object. The creck is narrow and

"The advauce presscd so Lotly upou the heels of the
’eliei'riy that they saw them cross the stream at double-

L was afterward ascertained that this rapid maneuver

‘_,;_The engmy, howavel took: time to kindle a fire upop ﬁ,a:":‘
‘thebridge, ¢xpecting from the opposite side to repel . 7]

~ward under a sharp fire of musketry and extinguished: ¢ i«

their arms, and twelve horses with their accouter-\,\& } £
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asm of our troops was Trresistible.  The rebels found
But little time to rest hefore they were driven in con-
fusion to new positions. General Wood, consta.ntly
on - the alert, was watching every movement Wlth _
dealous eye, permlttmrr nothing to escape him, and ‘
the troops, confident in their able leader , pressed ‘on

rapldly under a drenching storm towa;d Stewart’s

deep, flowing between ragged and precipitous baan
'I'he destruction of the budwe would retard progress,
an_d involve the necessity of constructing & new one.

,quick, the artillery horses under whip and spur. It

a8, executed by Brigadier General Maney’s bug'lde

-apy effort to extinguish it, but the line of skirmishers ¢ 4
.and Colonel McKee s T1 md Kentucky Infantry, whichs/ "3 34
- Lad now been sent to the frout, dashed gallantly for- e

the flames. While the skirmishers were performing: .L/T
+#his brilliant exploit, Huscall's Teft flank was attacled /- 4
b} caw.]u The live immediately changed front to,
-the Teft, 1cpulscd the aftack quickly, ELnd a company; ,,f 4
~of the One Hundredth Illinois Infantry succeeded in” 77
cutting -off and capturing twenty-five prisoners w1th_ 'w
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“Ments The' enemy ‘tow fell' back some distance

‘from’the creek, leaving strong pickets upon the credt’

“of the hill' near the brldge Getieral Wood - liad:
:presqed thetn 86 sHarply'that they left tents standing
upon: the ¥otutherri‘side of the creek; and the encamp-
‘ ment’was strewn w1th arms. : it

. A STEEPLE CHASE.

Meantlme, after passing Lavergne, the Nmeteenth'
‘Brigade, Colonel W. B. Hazen’ commanding, Wi
‘directed to proceed via the Jefferson pike to Stewart’s
Creek to save the bridge at that crossing if possiblé,
Ninety eavalry of the Fourth \Iu_hman under com+

-1oand of Captam Maxey, reported to Oolonel Hazen;
and they ‘were placed under’ charge: of his Actmg-

 Adsistant - ‘Inspector General; Captain. James Mg
' Oleery, Forty First Okio Infantry, -with directions 'ty
clap” spurs to the troop 28 "600n a8 the enemy were

started; and not slack rein’ until the bridge Was__"
crossed. The distance did not exceed ﬁve miles.

Flankers were thrown out, and the infantry and artil
lery were urged forward at a speed that kept them

within - supportmg ‘distance of the cavalry. The"

ederny ‘were. Jess than three miles from the bridge.
"'McOleery and ‘Maxey, by following Hazen’s nervy
directions’ to the letter, made an exciting steeple
chase of the whole aﬁau The rebels outnumbered
our gallant little detachment fully five to one, but
they went over the bridge at a slashing pace, Maxey’s
- troopers charging at their heels. After crossing they
formed upon the opposite side of the creek, but were

-soon dispersed by our artillery. In this brilliant affair

[
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“we lost one troopel kiiled and two were captured.
- We captured ten prisoners, killed one commissioned ‘
efticer and several men.

. +;Colonel Kennett had been slashing at the rebel

avaliy all day, and by a gallant dash succeeded in

cutting off’ and capturing a detachment of thirty-six
~men of Colonel John T. Morgan’s Alabama regi-
“ment. The field was now clear to the line of Stew-
‘art’s.Creek on the left. Negley’s division closed up

on-General Crittenden’s right, uud General McCook

‘was quictly encamped in the mud at Triune. The

General Cammanding remained at his quarters until
npon receiving reports, and in the evesing rode to

the:left front to inspect the position. e expressed
great satisfiction with the results of the day’s oper-
ations, sespecially commending the vigor and skill
:exhibited by General Wood and Colonel Hazen. - .




