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Organization of the Army of Tennessee.®

POLK’S8 CORPS.

Lieut. Gen. LxONIDAS POLK.

FIrsT DIVIBION.

Maj. Qnu. B. F. CHEATHAM.

First Brigade.
Brig. Gen. DANIEL 8. DONELSON.

Col. W. L. Moore.

Lieut. Col. J. H. Anderson.
16th Tennesses, Col. John H. Bavage.
38th Teunneasee, Col. John C. Carter.
5lst Tennessee, Col, John Chester.
84th Tennessee, Col. 8. 8. 8tanton.

Carnes’ (Tennessee) battery, Lieut, L. (.

Marshall.
Second Brigade.
Brig. Gen. ALEXANDER P. STEWART.

4th Tennessee, { ,
5th Tonnomscs § Col. 0. F. Strahl.
19th Tennessee, Col. F. M. Walker.
24th Tennessees :
Col. H. L. W. Bratton.
Maj. 8. E. Shannon.

3t %Muwsos“ Moa. E. E. Tansil.

Mississippi Battery, Capt. T. J. Stanford.

Third Brigade.
Brig. Gon. GEORGE MaAXEY

1st Teuneasee, 7
b Tonmomes Moo_. H. R. Feild.
4th Tennessee (Provisional Army), Col.
J. A. McMurry.
6th Tennessee, Mao_. C. 8. Hurt.
9th Tennessee, § Maj. J. L. Harris.
Tennesseo Sharpshooters, Capt. Frank
Maney.
Smith’s (Mississippi) battery, Lieut. Will-
iam B. Turner.

Fourth (Preston Smith’s) Brigade.
Col. A. J. VAUGHAN, JR.

12th Teunesseo, Maj. J. N. Wyatt.
13th Tennessee :
Lieut. Col. W. E. Morgan.
Capt. R. F. Lanier.
20th Tennessee, Maj. J. B. Johnson.
47th Tennessee, Capt. W. M. Watldns.
154th Tenn , Lieut. Col. M. Magev-
ney, jr.
9th Texas, Col. W. H. Young.
Allin’s (Tennessee) Sharpshooters:
Lieut. J. R. J. Creighton.
Lieut. T. F. Pattison.
Tennessee Battery, Capt. W. L. Boott.

8rCOND DIVISION.

Maj. Gen.Jonks M. WITHERS.

Firet (Deas’) Brigade.

Col. J. Q. LoomMis.
Col. J. G. COLTART.

19th Alabama.
22d Alabama.
25th Alabama.
26th Alabama.
39th Alabama.
17th Alabama Battalion Sharpshooters,
Capt. B. C. Yancey.
lst Lounisiana (Regulars), Lieut. Col. F.
H. Farrar, jr.
Robertson’s battery, Capt. F. H. Robert-
son.

Second Brigade.

Brig. Gen. JAMEs R. CHALMERS.
Col. T. W. WHITE.

7th Mississippi.

9th Mississippi, Col. T. W. White.

10th Mississippi.
418t Mississippi.

9th Mississippi Battalion Sharpshooters,

Capt. O. F. West.

Blythe's (Mississippi) regiment.
Garrity’s (Alabama) battery.

* Compiled from the reports. Other officers than those named may have also been in

actual command of the organizations ind :ated.
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Third ( Walthalls) Brigade.
Brig. Gen. J. PATTON ANDERSON.

45th Alabatwa, Col. James G. Gilchrist.
24th Mississippi, Lieut. Col. R. P. Me-
Kelvaine.
27th Mississippi :
Col. T. M. Jones.
Lieut. Col. J. L. Autry.
Capt. E. R. Neilson.
20th Mississippi :
Col. W. F. w.dnﬁﬂ.
Lieut. Col. J. B. Morgan.
30th Mississippi, Lieut. Col. J. I. Boales.
39th North Carolina,” Capt. A. W. Bell,
Missouri Battery, Capt. O. W. Barret.
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Feurth (Anderson's) Brigade.
Col. A. M. MaNiGADLT.

24th Alabama.
28th Alabama.
10th Soath Garol
uth Carolina,
19th Boath Garolina, § Col- A.J. Lythgoo.
Alabama Battery, Q_—Ga. D. D. Waters.

HARDEE'S CORPS.
Lieut. Gen. WiLLiAM J. HARDEE.
FirsT DIvision.

Maj. Gen. JorN C. BRECKINRIDGE.

Firat Brigade.

Brig. Gen. DaNigL W. Apams.
Col. RaNpavrL L. GIBBON.

324 Alabama:
Lient. Col. Henry Maury.
Col. Alexander McKinstry.
13th Louisiana, } Col. R. L. Gibson.
20th Louisiana, { Maj. Charles Guillet.
16th Louisiana, { Col. 8, W. Fisk.
25th Louisiana, § Maj. F. C. Zachario.
14th Louisiana Battalion, Maj. J. E. Aus-
tin.
Washington Artillery(5th Battery),Lient.
W. C. D. Vaught.

Second Brigade.

Col. J. B. PALMER.
Brig. Gen. GipEON J. PILLOW.

18th Tennessee :

Col. J. B, Palmer,

Lieut. Col. W, R. Butler.
26th Tennesses, Col, John M. Lillard.
28th Tennessee, Col. P. D, Canningham,
32d Tennosseo, Col. Ed. C. Cook.
46th Tennesses, Col. A. Searcy.
Moses’ (Georgia) battery, Lieut. R. W.

Anderson.

Third Brigade.
Brig. Gen. WiLLIAM PRESTON.

g Hnumn Col. Williarm Miller.

4th Florida, Col. William L L. Bowen.
60th North Carolina, Col.J. A. McDowell
20th Tennesses :
Col. T. B. Swith.
Lieut. Col. F. M. Lavender.
Maj. F. Claybrooke.
Tennessee Battery :
Capt. E. E. Wright.
Lieut. J. W. Mebane.

Fourth Brigade.

Brig. Gen. R. W. HANBON.
Col. R. P. TRABUE.

41st Alabama:

Col. H. Talbird.

Liout. Col. M. L. Stansel.
2d Kentucky, Maj. James W. Hewitt.
4th Kentucky :

Col. R. P. Trabue.

Capt. T. W. Thompson.
6th Kentucky, Col. Joseph H. Lewis.
9th Kentucky, Col. T. H. Hunt.
Kentucky Battery, Capt. R. Cobb.

Jackson's Drigade.|

Brig. Gen. JouN K. JACKSON.

5th Georgia :
Col. W. I. Black.
Maj. C. P. Daniel.

2d Georgia Battalion Sharpshootors, Maj. J. J. Cox.
Hth Mississippi, Lieut. Col. W. L. Sykes

8th Mississippi :

Col. J.C. Wilkinson.

Lieut. Col. A. McNeill.
Pritchard’s (Georgia) Lattery.

Lumsden’s (Alabama) battery, Liout. H. H. Cribbs.

* Joined brigade December 31; transforred, January 2, to Manigault's brigade.

t Temporarily assigned to Breckinridge’s division.
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next day, publish General Polk’s report of the battle of Murfreesbor-
ough, which had been forwarded by its Richmond correspondent, 8.
L,” the party to whom the corrected copy had been sent, and the report
was accordingly published, as inclosed. I have thought it due to my-
gelf and to General Polk to make these statements to the Department,
in explanation of the appearance of the report. i

Since writing the foregoing, I have, in answer to an inguiry, received
the following dispateh from the editor of the Register :

I had no express authority of the Government for publishing General Polk’s re-

port, but as my correspondent at Richmond had been allowed access to official copies
of the other reports, and it expressed no disapproval of their publication, I infe its

consent. J. A. BPERRY.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. B. RICHMOND,
Aide-de- Camp.

P. 8.—Mr. Minor, in his communication, informs me that no supple-
mentary report of the battle of Murfreesborough had been received at
the War Department. Such a report was made and forwarded to your
office, and this postscript is added in explanation of its publication with
the main report.

[Indorsement.]

The explanation of this publication is little satisfactory. Express
authority of the Department should be obtained before the copy of any
official paper is intrusted to the agents of the press, who are under a
strong temptation to publish as news whatever may be interesting to
their readers.

J. A, 8,

Secretary.

No. 193.

Reports of Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Cheatham, O. 8. Army, commanding
First Division.
HEADQUARTERS CHEATHAM'S DIVISION,

PoLr’s CORPS, ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
Shelbyville, Tenn., February 20, 1863.

I have the honor to submit the following report of the action of this
division in the battles before Murfreesborough, commencing on Decem-
ber 30, 1362, and ending on January 3, 1863:

The division is composed of the following brigades and batteries:

Brig. Gen. D. S. Donelson’s brigade: Sixteenth Regiment Tenuessee
Volunteers, Col. Jobn H. Savage; Thirty-eighth Regiment Tenuessee
Volunteers, Col. John C. Carter; Fifty-first Regiment Tennessee Volun-
teers, Col. John Chester; Highth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col.
W. L. Moore; Eighty-fourth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. 5. 8.
Stanton; Capt. W. W. Carnes’ light battery.

Brig. Gen. A. P. Stewart’s brigade: Fourth and Fifth Regiments Ten-
nessee Volunteers, Col. O. I, Strahl; Twenty-fourth Regiment Tennessee
Volunteers, Col. H. L. W. Bratton; Thirty first and Thirty-third Regi-
ments Tennessee Volunteers, Col. E. E. Tansil; Nineteenth Regiment
Tennessee Volunteers, Col. F. M. Walker; Capt. T. J. Stanford’s light
battery.

Brig. Gen. George Maney’s brigade: First Regiment Tennessee Vol-
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unteers, Col. H. R. Feild; Fourth Regiment Tenuessee Volunteers, Col
J. A.McMurry; Sixth and Ninth Regiments Tennessee Volunteers, Col.
C. 8. Hurt; Capt. Frank Maney’s company of sharpshooters; Capt.
[then Lieut.] W. B. Turner’s light battery (Mississippi).

Brig. Gen. Preston Smith’s brigade: One hundred and fifty-fourth
Senior Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Lieutenant Colonel [M. Magev
ney, jr.]; Thirteenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. A.J. Vaughan,
jr.;] Forty seventh Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Major [Thomas R.

hearon]; Twenty-ninth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, [Maj. John B.
Johnson;] Ninth Texas Infantry, Col. W. H. Young; Captain [P. T.]
Allin’s company of sharpshooters; Capt. W. L. Scott’s light battery.

On December 26, General Maney’s brigade, being on outpost duty at
Stewart’s Creek, hearing heavy firing in front, was moved forward by
General Maney to La Vergne, b miles toward Nashville, where he came
in sight of the enemy advancing, who encamped that night 3 miles be-
vond La Vergne. After a consultation with General Wheeler, who was
stationed at this advanced post with his cavalry brigade, they advised
the ooﬂswzaow.mc.oram that a general advance of the enemy had com-
menced.

On the morning of the 27th the enemy again commenced his advance,
our troops, both infantry and cavalry, skirmishing constantly with the
enemy, and gradually falling back, the infantry that night halting at
Orverall’s Creek, and next day falling back to Murfreesborough.

On Monday morning, at daylight, the command (having the day pre
vious cooked three days’ rations, struck their tents, loaded their wagons
and sent them to the rear) commenced crossing Stone’s River, and formet
line of battle in the (ollowing order, from right to left: First Brigade,
Brigadier-General Donelson commanding; Second Brigade, Brigadier-
General Stewart commanding ; Third Brigade, Brigadier-General Maney
commanding; Fourth Brigade, Col. A. J. Vaughau, [jr.,] commanding,
the line extending from the Nashville Railroad, on the right, to Frank-
lin road, on the left. My division was formed from 500 to 800 yards in
rear of Major-General Withers’ division, and was the supporting force
to that division, which formed the frout line of Polk’s corps.

Nothing of impertance occurred until the middle of the day on Tues-
day, when, the enemy having commenced deploying and forming his
lines in our front, heavy skirmishing was commenced between the op-
posing forces and continued to increase until near sunset, when, the
enemy having established his lines as far to his right as the Triune road,
where my left rested,in a dense cedar thicket, and more than 300 yards
in front of Colonel Loomis’ brigade, the firing became very heavy. In
the mean time Robertson’s battery, which had been placed in position in
the Triune road, supported in rear by the One hundred and fifty-fourth
Tennessee Regiment, which 1 had detached from Colonel Vaughan’s
brigade for that special duty, opened upon the enemy a heavy fire,
which was promptly answered by two of the enemy’s batteries. ln a
short time afterward, three of the enemy’s regiments made a dash ou
Rebertron’s battery, but were repulsed by a few rounds of canister from
the hattery and a well-divected volley of muskerry from the One hundred
and fifty fourth Regiment Tenuessee Volunteers and two A nit regi-
ments on Colonel Loomis’ left, after losing quite a nuniber in killed
and wounded.  During this engagement Captain Robe d 14 men
ed and several killed, and one ammunition ¢
explosion of a shell from the enemy. The One hundrerd 1y-fourth
Regiment T wt considerably in t gagement.

Pennessee Volunteers
but behaved themselvesmost galluntly. The enemy’s batteries kept up
46 ® R—VOL XX, PT |
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a continual shelling until quite dark. The loss in Loomis’ and Vaughan’s
brigades and Robertson’s battery was over 75.

At daylight on the morning of the 31st, the attack was commenced
on our extreme left by Major-General McCown’s division, supported by
Major-General Cleburne’sdivision, of Lieutenant-General Hardee's corps,
the plan of the battle being that the attack should be made by brigades,
each advancing to the front, attacking the enemy’s lines, then wheeling
to the right to take him in flank, to be followed up in like manner from
left to right.

At 7 o'clock Colonel Loomis’ brigade, in the front line, was ordered to
the attack, and being not more than 300 yards from the enemy’s lines,
was immediately engaged. His command had to cross an open woods
and a corn-field in order to reach the enemy, who were strongly posted
in a cedar wood. He made a gallant dash, but after reaching near the
woods was compelled to fall back to his original position, where the
command was soon reorganized under my own superintendence.

In the mean time the supporting brigade under Colonel Vaunghan had
advanced over the same ground and attacked the enemy furiously,
driving him away from and capturing two of his guns, but was forced
to give orders to his command to fall back, on account of the murderous
fire being poured into his front, and particularly a raking fire that was
turned upon him from his right, completely enfilading his lines. They,
however, retired in good order, and in a few moments after being re-
formed were again sent forward by me, with instructions to bear some-
what to the right, so as partially to avoid the heavy wood.

In the mean time the Ninth Texas Regiment, under the command of
that gallant officer, Col. W. H. Young, who did not hear the order, be-
came detached and was farther to the left. It remained in the woods
and continued to fight the enemy, and at last charged them on their
flank and drove them from the woods on their entire right, losing very
heavily. In the first assault made by Colonel Loomis’ brigade that
officer was 80 wounded by the falling of alimb cut from a tree that he had
to turn over the command to the next senior officer (Colonel Coltart).
The brigade suffered very severely in this charge. Colonel Vaughan’s
brigade also suffered very severely in its desperate charge against the
same stronghold. Lieut. Col. W. E. Morgan aud Major [Peter H.] Cole,
both of the Thirteenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, were mortally
wounded ; also a very large number of officers and men.

At about 8 o’clock, Colonel Manigault’s brigade moved out and at-
tacked the enemy directly in his front. He met with very strong resist-
ance, and after Colonel Loomis was compelled to fall back, and the
enemy’s fire turned upon his left flank, enfilading his lines, he was com-
pelled to retire. He, however, soon rallied his command, made another
gallant attack, and was forced to fall back a second time. At this junc-
ture General Maney’s brigade came up and took position on the left of
Manigault’s. when they moved forward and took position facing toward
the Wilkinson pike, near the Harding house, when two batteries of the
enemy opened upon them, one of them in the woods on Manigault’s
right, and on the west side of the Wilkingon pike; the other on the east
side of the pike. At this place I came up with Q&ozm_ Vaughan’s bri-
gade. General Maney had placed Captain [Lientenant] Turner’s bat-
tery of Napoleon guns in position near the brick- kiln, which ir a short
time silenced the battery on the east side of the road. Colonel Mani-
gault assailed the one in the woods with two regiments, but did not
succeed in capturing it. Having made my dispositions, I ordered Colo-
nel Vaughan to move forward with his brigade, and take position on
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General Cleburne’s right, which was in the woods to my front and left.
General Maney and Colonel Manigault I accompanied across the Wil-
kinson pike, just in front of the enemy’s battery last mentioned, which
the enemy had abandoned on our approach. The one in the woods to
our right was also abandoned, most of the horses having been so dis-
abled that the guns could not be removed. After crossing the Wilkin-
son pike, I rode forward to the cedar brake toward the Nashville pike,
where I found General Stewart’s brigade hotly engaging the enemy.
He captured three of his guns, drove him through the woods and be-
yond the field to the Nashville pike. During this encounter, Colonel
Bratton, of the Twenty-fourth Tennessee Volunteers, a most gallant
officer, was killed. Colonel Vaughan advanced with Cleburne’s divis-
ion, fighting and driving the enemy until he reached the Nashville pike,
when the enemy’s fire became so heavy he was forced to retire, after
having again driven the enemy from two of his guns. Late in the even-
ing I placed him on the Wilkinson pike, in the rear of General Cleburne’s
division, with instructions to remain there until further orders. This
brigade acted most gallantly during the entire day, having had two
terrible engagements, losing 7056 men out of 1,813.

About 10 o’clock General Donelson’s brigade was ordered forward to
the support of General Chalmers’ brigade, which had been partially
driven back. General Donelson pressed forward through the open field
in front of the burnt house, under a terrific fire of twenty pieces of artil-
lery and a heavy infantry force. Colonel Savage’s regiment (Sixteenth
Tennessee) and three companies of the Fifty-first Tennessee passed to
the right of the house, extending to the river on the right; the remain
der om the Fifty-first, with the Eighth and Thirty-third Regiments,
passing to the left of the hounse, advanced, undér a heavy fire of in-
fantry, toward the south end of the cedar brake. During this advance
(Colonel Moore, of the Eighth Tennessee, had his horse killed under
him, and in a few moments afterward that gallant officer fell, dead,
having been shot through the heart by a minie ball. The Eighth Ten-
nessee Regiment, now under the command of its gallant lieutenant-
colonel, John H. Anderson, dashed forward into the cedar brake, drove
the enemy before them, charged and captured a battery, and, in con-
nection with the Thirty-eighth and seven companies of the Fifty-first
Tennessee Regiments, fought and drove the enemy out of the south end
of the brake, through the open field to his reserves on the Nashville
pike, capturing from 600 to 700 prisoners. Colonel SBavage, of the Six-
teenth Tennessee, advanced beyond the burnt house (Cowan), and took
position on the right of the railroad, and for three hours held the col-
umns of infantry in his front in check, and when, after the arrival of
General Adams’ brigade, he withdrew his regiment, he left 30 dead men
in the line he had occupied. The loss of this regiment was 207 out of
402, being over one-half. The Eighth Tennessee, nunder Lieutenant-
Colonel Anderson, lost 306 men and officers out of 472, which shows
what they had to contend against. The other regiments of this brigade
suffered nearly as badly.

As soon as [it was] discovered that our advanced line had been checked,
1 immediately commenced forming a double line of infantry in the cedar
brake, in order to resist any movement the enemy might make against
us. (General Stewart’s brigade being in the advance, was first aligned.
(General Maney’s brigade was formed on its left, and Colonel Loomis’
on its right, with Generals Donelson’s, Preston’s, Adams', and Mani.
gault’s brigades in the rear line. General McCown formed his division
on the left of General Maney. In this position they remained until
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night, & great portion of the time under a heavy fire of the enemy’s
artillery.

On Friday morning the brigades of Generals Preston and Adams were
withdrawn, when the lines were reformed and straightened, and Smith’s
brigade was brought forward and placed in the lines, he having arrived
and taken command on Thursday.

On Wednesday there was but little done by my artillery, on account
of the impossibility of advancing it through the cedars and pedregal on
my left. Captain [Lieutenant] Turner’s battery was brought into action
on that day by General Maney and did good service.

On Friday and Saturday Captains Stanford, Scott, Carnes, and [Lieu-
tenant] Tarner did excellent service with their guns, which had been
advanced up the railroad by order of Lieutenant-General Polk. Lieu-
tenant [A. A.] Hardin, of Captain Stanford’s battery, with one section,
was sent to the assistance of Colonel Manigault on Tuesday, and, whilo
gallantly working his rifled pieces, was killed by a round shot.

On Sunday morning, at 1 o’clock, preparations having been previously
made, my command brought up the rear as the army slowly fell back
toward Shelbyville.

Although my division was originally placed in the second line as a
supporting force, it was not long before it was all under fire and hotly
engaged with the enemy, and I am proud to say that each brigade did
good service. I cannot omit this opportunity to express my thanks
for the fortitude with which they bore the hardships and their gallant,
soldier-like bearing  during the eight trying days they were in line of
battle, and most of the time under fire.

A list of casualties of my command is herewith inclosed, the loss being
271 killed, 1,697 wounded, and 65 missing. Total, 1,939.%

My staif with me on the field—Maj. John Ingram, assistant adjutant-
general ; Maj. Joseph Vaulx, [jr.,] assistant inspector-general; Maj.
George V. Young, chief quartermaster; Maj. B. J. Butler, chief of sub-
sistence ; Maj. J. A. Cheatham, chief of ordnance; Lieut. J. G. Mann,
engineer officer, and Lient. A. L. Robertson, aide-de-camp—all managed
their separate departments to my entire satisfaction.

Capt. Robert L. Wealkly, who was badly wounded, and Lieutenant
[J. H.] Marsh, of the artillery ; Lieut. Thomas [H.] Henderson, adjutant
of the Sixth Tennessee; Capt. R. A. Alston, of South Carolina, and
Capt. J. Webb Smith, volunteer aides-de-camp, all behaved gallantly,
and did good service in trausmitting orders over the cxtensive field of
operations during the day.

Maj. F. H. McNairy, my aide-de-camp, who had accompanied me on all
previous battle-fields, was, unfortunately, absent, having been severely
wounded by the accidental discharge of a pistol at Knoxville.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. CHEATHAM,
Maj. Gen., Comdg. Cheatham’s Div., Poll‘s Corps, Army of Tenn,
Maj. THoMAS M. JACK,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS CHEATHAM'S DIVISION,
Shelbyville, Tenn., January 8, 1863.
S1R : In compliance with orders from corps headquarters, the follow-
ing report of the number of officers and men killed, wounded, and miss-

* Beo totals in tabulated statement, p. 677.
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ing in the recent engagement near Murfreesborough, Tenu., is respect:
fully submitted:

Killed. ‘Wounded.

B
E.

g g g
Brigadea. ) W 5 ! 2
g% g % g3 |5
qld1 48126
gElaiel & (& 8|3
10 28 42 533 1 16 00
B 55 23 AL 2 309
3 19 12 ) {3 PO 8 193
7 08 48 516 3 35 707

28| 270 | 125| 1,501 4| 611,00

B. F. CHEATHAM,
Major-Qeneral, Commanding.

[Inclosure.]
Report of officers and men actually engaged in the baitle of Murfreesborough, in Cheatham's
division.
i
Command,

:l g &

§ | 8 | <
Donelson's brigade:

BIN TODNOGBEBS .- - n e mm s et e e v s SR e S S S 38 436 474
16th Tennessee.. 4 383 407
38th Tennesses. .. 20 262 282
51st Tennessee. .. 23 270 293
Carnes’ battery 5 63 73

i 1 T e e - e DR 110 | 1,419 1,520
Stewart's brigade-

4th and 5th Tenneasee 41 417 458
19th Tennesses...... .. 32 348 380
24th Tennesses........ 31 313 344
81st and 33d Tennessee 34 345 379
Stanford's battery .. 4 7, 7%

RO = e s s e n e SR R s A S S e R R R SR R s e M e 142 | 1,493 ¢ 1,635

Mansy's brigade :
18t and 27th Tennessee........... 23 434 457
4th Tennessee (Confederate)..... 34| 837 a71
Oth and 9th Tennessee ........... 38 374 412
Maney's Sharpshooters . 3 58 61
G e e S e o R S s SR e 3 78 81
R e R 101 _ 1,28 1,382
Smith's brigade: Tl

12th Tennesses. 25 | 297 322

13th Tennessee 16 236 252

20th Tennessss 30 224 254

47th Tennessee 16 247 263
154th Tennesses (senior) 25 253 278

9th Texas ... cc-cooeaao 24 209 323
Allin's Sharpshooters . 3 47 50
e T S | 4 il 81

Mol wn - 5 s Sl e o e 143 | 1,680 | 1,823
GrADA B088L. . .o oiiie e eiieiees e iaaaaaaiaaeeeaeeeeean.| 496 5,873 | 6,300
Leas 30 men from each regiment, as infirmary detail .......................L - m 510

) Total loss, 1,939. Loes, 35 per cent.
Respectfully submitted. B. F. CHEATHAM,

Major-Qeneral, Oommanding Division.

* But see tabulated statement on p. 677, agreeing with totals given above.
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No. 194.

Report of Brig. Gen. Daniel 8. Donelson, 0. 8. Army commanding First
Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, FIRST DIVISION,
PoLr’s Corprs, ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
Shelbyville, Tenn., January 20, 1863,

I have the honor to submit a report of the part taken by the First Bri-
gade in the late engagement with the enemy before Murfreesborough.

The brigade was composed of the following regiments and battery,
viz: The Bixteenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. John H. Sav-
age; the Thirty-eighth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. John O.
Carter; the Fifty-first Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. John Ches-
ter; the Eighth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. W. L. Moore;
Eighty-fourth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. 8. S. Stanton, an
Captain Carnes’ battery. The Eighty-fourth Regiment, being a new
and very small regiment, was assigned to my command on the morning
of December 29, 1862, only two days Lefore the battle.

In obedience to orders, the tents were struck and the wagons packed
and sent to the rear Sunday night, 27th ultimo.

At daylight Monday morning the brigade was moved to and assumed
its line of battle, which was second and supporting to the first line of
battle, two companies of Colonel Savage’s, the right regiment, extending
across the railroad, and Colonel Oarter’s, the left regiment, across the
Wilkinson pike, its left resting on the right of General Stewart’s brigade.
This line of battle, with General Chalmers’ brigade in front, which mine
was to support, was formed on the brow of the hill, about 300 yards in
a southeast direction from the white house, known as Mrs. James’. That
position was retained under an occasional shelling, with but few casual-
ties, until dark Tuesday evening, when, in obedience to orders from Lieu-
tenant-General Polk, the brigade was moved forward to the front liue, to
relieve General Chalmers’ brigade, which had already held that position
three days and nights. Before day the brigade returned to its proper
mommnon. and General Chalmers’ brigade resumed its place on the front

ne.

During the night a general order from General Bragg was received
directing a vigorous and persistent attack at daylight by our left wing on
the right of the enemy, the whole of both lines conforming to the move-
ments of the left wing, gradually wheeling and attacking the enemy as
soon as the advance of the left wing should justify it. Orders were
received from Lieutenant-General Polk directing me to conform the
movements of my brigade to those of General Chalmers’ brigade, always
keeping in close supporting distance—about 2,000 feet in rear—and to
support it promptly when ordered. Orders also came from Major-Gen-
eral Oheatham directing me to obey any orders which I might receive
from Major-General Withers, who gave me orders similar to those re-
ceived from Lieutenant-General Polk.

In obedience to the foregoing orders, I moved my brigade, except
Stanton’s regiment, forward at 100’clock Wednesday morning, December
31 (the right being the directing regiment and the railroad the line of
direction), until it reached the front line, from which General Chalmers’
brigade had started, where it was halted until orders should be received
to advance to the support of General Chalmers. From the moment I
moved from my first position in the morning until dark that night my
brigade was constantly under the fire of shot and shell from the enemy’s
batteries, and it sustained more or less loss in killed and wounded on
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every part of the field to which it was assigned for duty. [Ihisac ounts
to some extent for the heavy loss it sustained.

Colonel Stanton’s regiment, being a new and small one, and having
received its arms only the day before,I deemed it best to leave it in the
rear, in support of Captain Carnes’ battery, and I consequently gave the
requisite orders for that purpose.

The brigade had occupied its position along the front line (behind
Chalmers’ breastworks) only a few minutes, when, General Chalmers
having received a severe wound, his brigade was broken and the greater
part of it fell back in disorder and confusion. Under orders from Lien-
tenant-General Polk, I immediately advanced my brigade to its support,
and, indeed, its relief, under a shower of shot and shell of almost every
description. During this advance my horse was shot under me, from
which, and another wound received at the Cowan house, he died during
theday. In advancingupon and attacking the enemy under such a fire,
my brigade found it impossible to preserve its alignment, because of the
walls of the burnt house known as Cowan’s and the yard and garden
fence and picketing left standing around and about it ; in consequence
of which, Savage’s regiment, with three companies of Chester’s regiment,
wentto the i ght of the Cowanhouse, and advanced upon the enemy until
they were checked by three batteries of the enemy, with a heavy in-
fantry support, on the hill to the right of the railroad, while the other
two regiments (Carter’s and Moore’s), with seven companies of Chester’s
regiment, went to the left of that house through a most destructive
cross-fire, both of artillery and small-arms, driving the enemy and sweep-
ing everything before them until they arrived at the open field beyond
the cedar brake, in a northwest direction from the Cowan house, when,
having exhausted their ammunition, they retired to the Wilkinson pike
in order to reform their regiments and replenish their cartridge-boxes.
The two regiments and seven companies that went to the left of the
Cowan house charged, drove, and pursued the enemy very rapidly, load-
ing and firing as they advanced, and did great execution.

In the charge immediately upon entering the woods after leaving the
Cowan house, we had to deplore the loss of Col. W. L. Moore, of the
Eighth Regiment Tennessee Yolunteers, when the command of the reg-
iment devolved npon the gallant Lieut. Col. John H. Anderson, who
proved himself fully equal to the responsible post he had been so sud-
denly called upon to assume. Oolonel Moore’s horse was killed under and
fell upon him. Disengaginghimself a8 soon as possible, he advanced on
foot with his regiment only a short distance when he was shot through
the heart and instantly killed. His fate was that which, if he must fall,
he himself would have chosen—dying -upon the field of his glory, his
regiment fighting most gallantly around him, and he himself in the full
and energetic discharge of his whole duty, without a pang and without
a struggle. In the death of Colonel Moore the service has lost one of
its most valuable officers, the country a devoted patriot, and the commu-
nity in which he lived an excellent and most estimable citizen.

In the charge through the cedar woods to the left of the Cowan house,
Colonel Carter’s report shows that his regiment captured seven pieces of
artillery and about 500 prisoners; Colonel Chester’s, that his regiment
captured three pieces of artillery and several hundred prisoners,* and

*As explanatory of the capture of the battery by the Eighth Tennessee Regiment,
commanded by Lieut. Col. John H. Anderson, of said regiment, it may be proper, under
the circumstances, for me to say that the regiment killed the horses when the gunners
surrendered as prisonera of war, leaving Col. [ George W.] Roberts, who wae pointed
aut by one of the prisoners as their colonel in command of the brigade, dead near the
guns. I make this statement in order that the facts may be known—[D. 8. D.]





