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Historical SKetches of the

Ninth Michigan Infantry

FOUR YEARS CAMPAIGNING

PREFACE
The writer enlisted at Coldwater,

Mich., August 15, 1861, as a private

in Captain Mortimer Mansfield's com-
pany, G, of the Ninth Michigan Infan-

try; was mustered in as Third Ser-

geant, Oct. 15, 1861; made Orderly
Sergeant, June 22, 1862; Second Lieu-

tenant, Jan. 17, 1863; Captain 13th U.

S. Colored Infantry by order of Gen.
Rosecrans, Oct. 26, 1863; Breveted
Major Dec. 2, 1865, to date from
March 15, 1865, "for faithful and
meritorious service during the war,"
by the Secretary of War on recom-
mend of Gen. Thomas; mustered out
of service, Jan. 10, 1866.

The greater part of this history was
written by request to be read at the
regimental reunion held at Jackson,
Mich., on the Fiftieth Anniversary
of the Battle of Murfreesboro, Tenn.,
July 13, 1912, but for lack of time the
historical parts were not read, but
the regiment voted unanimously to

have it all published at their expense.
The information here published,

much of it for the first time, has been
mostly compiled from weekly letters

sent to my father during the war,
from a daily diary I kept, and a rath-

er full account of the battle sent to

my father soon after it occurred
which was published in the Branch
County Gazette—all of which papers
and records I now have; and as they
were "written on the spot," I believe
they are quite accurate. I have also

copied from official reports, both Fed-
eral and Confederate, from "Michigan
in the War," "Record of the Ninth
Michigan Infantry," "Michigan at

Chickamauga," and am greatly in-

debted to that unexcelled Roster of
the regiment published in 1911 by
Frank A. Lester, of Mason, Mich., an
honorary member because he is an en-
tliusiastic Son of Veteran, and our
present able Secretary. Other com-
rades and Col. Parkhurst's diary, kind-
ly loaned me by his daughter, Mrs.

Margaret Morey, have helped me to

verify dates and incidents. As an
after-thought the history of the re-

unions since the war has been added.
Comrade Henry C. Rankin having
written it more fully and eloquently
than any one else could have done.

It is not assumed that this reaches
the importance of a history of the
regiment—it is just "historical
sketches"; but it is more than double
the amount ever published before
about the Ninth, and it is hoped the
comrades will find many accounts
that will remind them of the weary
and painful "Days of '61 to '65."

C. W. BENNETT.
Coldwater, Mich., June, 1913.

THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY.
This is the Fiftieth Anniversary of

the most important event in the his-

tory of the Ninth Michigan Infantry.
On Sunday, July 13, 1862. it fought its

first and severest battle. But few
people remember that there were
three battles fought at Murfreesboro.
Everybody knows of the battle of
Stone River fought Dec. 30, 1862, to

Jan. 3, 1863, and some may remember
that on Dec. 8, 1864, Maj. Gen. R.
H. Milroy with a division of Federal
troops there completely routed two
divisions of Confederates, one of in-

fantry under Gen. Bates, and one of
cavalry under Gen. Forrest. But only
a few remember the battle of Mur-
freesboro in July, 1862; and still, con-
sidering the numbers engaged, the
battle of July was the most bloody

—

the Ninth losing forty per cent of its

number engaged, which was greater
than any regiment lost at Stone
River,

SHORT HISTORICAL SKETCHES
BY C. W. BENNETT.

The Ninth Michigan Infantry was
assembled at Fort Wayne, Detroit,
during the month of September, 1861,



WILLIAM W. DUFFIELD

First Colonel of the Ninth Michigan Infantry

WHY HE WAS POPULAR

In a letter dated Dec. 16, 1861, I

wrote, "We had a bully regimental
drill this afternoon and the colonel
praised us highly for doing so well

afler being idle from drill so long be-

cause of so much sickness. We have
a noble colonel. I have never heard
him speak a cross word, and he is

very kind to his men. Several times
he has told the boys when' in line

on parade, before all the officers, to

report to him if their officers mis-
used them. His greatest care is for

our comfort. The colonel of the
Indiana regiment swears at his men
when they make a mistake in drilling

so he can be heard for half a mile.

When w^e get all mixed up in drilling

Colonel Duflield just indulges in a

hearty laugh. Then he will say, 'Now,
my lads, we will try it again.' He
has threatened to file charges against

the Indiana colonel for his abusive lan-

guage to his men. I have an auto-

graph letter from Col. Dufheld writ-

ten to me which I prize very much."



and its 913 men were mustered into there within a few weeks. Several
the U. S. service Oct. 15. Oct. 17 at other regiments soon joined us here,

dress parade time three men who had Colonel Hazzard, of the 37th Indiana,

refused to be sworn into service were commanding the post,

dishonorably drummed out of camp. Across Salt River on its west side

On Oct. 23 Rev. Dr. George DufReld, is the northern end of Muldraugh's
the colonel's father, in an eloquent Hill, about 300 feet high here, and
and patriotic address, presented the quite steep on the river side. On
regiment with a beautiful silk banner. Sunday, Nov. 3, I had charge of fifty

The Ninth was the first Michigan men under Lieut. Wright as engineer-

regiment ordered to the Western ar- ing officer, and we graded a winding
my and it left Fort Wayne on the path up the side of the hill wide
ferry boat "Union," at nine o'clock a. enough for two to walk abreast. I

m., Friday, Oct. 25, 1861, going three remember that very distinctly be-

niiles up the river to the landing near cause it was the first time I ever

the Michigan Central depot. After a worked on a Sunday, and it worried
considerable hand shaking in the city, me very much. That was the begin-

left for the South on a Michigan Cen- ning of the work of fortifying that

tral train drawn by two locomotives, hill, on which the engineers estimat-

the head one nicely decorated and ed 70,000 days work was expended,

having a large banner reading "Death the Ninth doing a large part of it,

to Traitors." Went via Michigan City making it quite a strong fortification,

and Indianapolis. Stopped at Jackson My company, G, and company E were
for company C to bid good bye to specially assigned to man the fort

friends. At Marshall the "Fusileers" with its two pieces of artillery (which
(afterwards called Michigan Engi- were soon to be increased to ten),

neers and Mechanics), greeted us 800 and we moved Nov. 6 inside of the

strong, and at Niles the citizens fort and began about Dec 1 erecting

brought in coffee, crackers and bis- log cabins. The other companies
cults. When it was daylight our moved onto the hill Nov. 18, and in

journey through the two states was December began building log cabins
almost an ovation, the people cheer- outside the fort. The fortifications

ing us all along the way. and cabins were completed Jan. 1,

We arrived at Jeffersonville at seven and we expected to occupy them all

p. m., Saturday, and remained in the winter; but all our pleasant dreams
cars until Sunday morning, when we of comfort were shattered four days
went up the Ohio river about two afterward.
miles and pitched tents on a table Thursday, Nov. 21, Col. Duffield

land about twenty feet above the was made commander of West Point,

river. That day we received our first which was then an important base of

guns, "Belgian muskets," caliber .69, supplies for our army concentrating
that would "kill before and cripple be- at Elizabethtown and further south,

hind." Gen. Sherman was then in The supplies were brought here by
command of the "Army of the Ohio," steamers and then sent to the army
and he called on the ofl[icers and gave south by wagons. The hill was for-

orders for the regiment to go to West tified to protect this base of supplies.

Point, Ky. and to fall back to in case of defeat.

We got breakfast and struck tents During our first weeks at West Point
before daylight on Monday morning, night alarms were frequent. Tues-
Oct. 28, and at eight o'clock started day night, Nov. 12, the four regiments
down the river on two boats for West of infantry and one of cavalry were
Point, a small village situated at the rallied to arms four times! First, a
junction of the celebrated "Salt sentinel saw a pick sticking in the
River" and Ohio, twenty miles below top of a stump and immagined it was
Louisville, where we arrived at four a rebel aiming his gun, and he blazed
p. m., and camped on a flat on the away. Of course the other guards fired

east side of Salt River in an old or- their guns in the air, and then all the
chard. The ground was wet, we did drummers tried to see which could
not know then how to make bunks pound his drum the hardest. Com-
of straw or rails, and it was the most panies E and G were then alone on the
fatal camp we ever had, for we bur- hill and expected to be the first ones
ried sixty-one men on the hill near gobbled up; but reinforcements came
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Mostly built by the 9th Michigan Infantry in Nov. and Dec, M
From sketch by Charles A. Kelley, Co. I.

This view was taken from the hills the north, and shows only the top of

across the river in Indiana a mile to Mnldraiigh's Hill, the lower part be-



up to us on the double quick. This
performance was repeated three

times before morning, caused by oth-

er nervous sentinels "seeing some-
thing." The absurdity of it was that

no rebels were nearer than Bowling
Green, fifty miles away, and our army
was between us. But we were ail

"raw" then, and immagined there was
a rebel behind every bush, tree and
knob, and several luckless pigs lost

their lives by being too inquisitive aft-

er dark.
Saturday, Jan. 4, 1862, six com-

panies left for Elizabethtown, 24

miles south, companies B, G, H and
I remaining to guard the fort under
command of Major Fox. On Jan. 9

company P went to guard the Nolin
bridge, ten miles south of Elizabeth-
town. Friday, Jan. 17, companies
E and G started for Elizabethtown,
arriving there next evening through
rain and mud. At that time our "Ar-

my of the Ohio" was commanded by
General Buell, (General Sherman
having been relieved from command
because of his alleged "insanity!"),

with headquarters at Munfordsville;
while a rebel army under Gen. A. S.

Johnson was well entrenched at Bowl-
ing Green. After Grant and Foote
captured Fort Henry, Feb. 6, Johnson
fell back to Nashville, and Buell mov-
ed to Bowling Green; and after Fort
Donnelson was captured, Feb. 16,

Buell moved to Nashville—the rebel

army retreating to Corinth, Miss.
Quite a number of our first officers

resigned during the first few months
—some because of their self-conscious

inefficiency; others because they

found soldiering a moi'e serious busi-

ness than they expected. To illus-

trate: A lieutenant was ordered for

duty to headquarters in Louisville.

On arriving the general asked if he
had reported for duty. "Yes, for light

duty." "There is no such thing as

'light duty' in the military service,

but if you wish to do no other you
may go up leisurely on the right of

Main street, take a drink as often as

you choose, then return on the other

side, counting all the signs you can
see, and report to me tomorrow morn-
ing." The lieutenant took the hint

and immediately handed in his resig-

nation.

One captain became so unpopular
because of his aristocratic, overbear-

ing manners and ignorance of mili-

tary drills that a sergeant who was
also ignorant of military law got two-

thirds of the company to petition the

colonel to remove him. Sergeant
Major Doubblaere (who was a well

posted ex-French soldier) informed
the sergeant that he had committed
a very grave military offense,

but that Colonel Duffleld, realizing

that they were not so good soldiers

as they were citizens who thought
they had a constitutional right to pe-

tition, had concluded to overlook this

offense. In a kind note the colonel

said he had referred the petition to

Gov. Blair. They never heard from
the governor, but in two months the
captain resigned.
One lieutenant was "fired" because

he offered Adjutant Duffield fifty dol-

lars to detail him on recruiting ser-

vice.

ing hidden by the trees. There were
several large fields in which the var-

ious regiments used to drill between
the village and the hill, not shown.
You are looking into the rear of the

fort which faces from you to the
south, and commanded the great

Louisville and Nashville Pike, which
passes around the hill to the right and
rear. The fort was fifteen rods deep,

and about forty rods in a straight

line from right to left; but it was
about eighty rods to follow all the an-

gles, with a wide, deep ditch all

around it, and would mount ten can-

nons and 1,000 men. A corn field oc-

cupied the top of the hill when we
took possession, but all aroimd that

were large trees which were cut down
to give free range to the guns.

The Ninth first camped to the left

of figure 1, and laid a bridge on
scows there to cross Salt River. Fig.

2 is the upper half of the winding
path, which ran as much further to

the left behind the trees to the bot-

tom of the hill. Fig. 3 marks steps

to a spring, and Fig. 4 is a short route

to town. Both of those places were
as steep as ordinary stairs, but steps

were made in the clay by constant
use. Teams got onto the hill by a
long, winding road on the south side.

Sixty-one men of the Ninth were hur-

ried on the point of the hill just to

the right of the picture.
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The officers at Mnldraugh's Hill be- panies of the 7th Penn. cavalry camp-
came very nervous, though the rebel ing near us. The 23rd Kentucky with
army was at Bowling Green and all two companies of the 7th Penn. cav-

of our army between. So they erect- airy went east to Lebanon,
ed large gates at the two entrances Saturday, March 29, we started for

to the fort, which were already well Murfreesboro, the 8th Kentucky and
protected, and then sent to the colo- the cavalry and battery going with
nel for massive locks to fasten them us, but I think the 3rd Minnesota
by night. Parkhurst being in com- went to Triune. About noon Gen. Mit-

mand directed the Quartermaster to chel overtook us and sent the 8th

send them two toy padlocks less than Kentucky back to Nashville because
an inch in diameter. If the officers the city officials had refused to take
were delighted on receipt of the the oath of allegiance, and Gov. John-

locks they did not laugh loud enough son wanted more troops left in the

for us to hear them twenty-four miles city. Marched thirteen miles and
away! camped in a field near a small stream

Friday, March 7, Major Fox arrived and a large spring; the cavalry and
with companies H and I, having been artillery companies camping with us.

relieved at Muldraugh's Hill by Capt. Sunday, March 30, started at eight

Lanphere's Coldwater battery. The o'clock. Had to go three miles out of

same day we drew new Austrian the way through fields and a very
rifles, a fairly good gun. rough road to get across a stream, the

Sunday, March 9, orders were reaa rebels having burned the bridge on
on dress parade from Gen. Buell or- the pike. Ate dinner on this route,

ganizing the Twenty-third Brigade, to Turned out for a similar reason and
consist of the 9th Michigan, 3rd Min- forded a stream half knee deep, and
nesota, and 8th and 23rd Kentucky went into camp in a clover field near
regiments, with Colonel Wm. W. Duf- a nice spring. That night one of

field as commander, the brigade to Co. C's men (Gus. Whitney), fell

report at once to Nashville. Company while on guard and accidentally shot

F arrived the same day from Nolin. his wrist so it had to be amputated.
Tuesday, March 11, the Eleventh This is our third and most serious

Michigan relieved us at Elizabeth- accident.

town, and the Ninth left for West Monday, March 31, passed a house
Point, where we arrived at 3 p. m. where several ladies stood at the

the next day. While waiting here gate waving their handkerchiefs. It

the band received new silver instru- being the first demonstration of the
ments which so delighted them that kind on this march each companv
they serenaded almost everybody, heartily cheered them as it passed,

day and night. When within one and a half miles of

Ever since Jan. 9 Col. Duffield had Murfreesboro we turned to the east

been on a board to examine officers off the pike to wade another shallow
at Bardstown. He joined us here, stream, and went into camp on a

but immediately left for Louisville pleasant green in the edge of oak
where the other regiments of the bri- woods and peachtrees in bloom. A
gade were concentrating to embark large number of Loomis Battery came
on boats. We waited for them until out and visited us that evening.
Wednesday, March 19, when the Jacob The next morning, Tuesday,
Strader, the largest boat on the riv- April 1, we were ordered to put on
ers, came, and we boarded it, but did our best clothes because we were to

not start until about midnight, when pass so many troops, General Mit-

the other regiments came on boats chel's Division, of which we were
with Col. Duffield in command, and to form a part. We marched through
all proceeded down the river, there the city past Gen. Mitchel's tents,

being six boats in our fleet. and camped on a ridge three-fourths

Arrived at Nashville at 8 a. m., of a mile southwest of the court

Sunday, March 23, and at 3 p. m. the house on the Manchester Pike, near
Ninth marched through the city and a Mr. Avant, who was in the cele-

camped on a hill about two miles brated Charleston convention the

southeast of the city on the Murfrees- year before with Col. Parkhurst.

boro pike, the 8th Kentucky, 3rd Min- when the Democrat party split. Mur-
nesota, Hewitt's battery and two com- freesboro was a city of about 2,500



population, 30 miles southeast of

Nashville.
April 3rd company B took posses-

sion of the Court House as city pro-

vost guards, with Capt. Rounds as
Provost Marshal and Gen. Mitchel ap-

pointed Lieut. Col. Parkhurst mili-

tary governor of the District of Mur-
freesboro. Gen. Mitchel moved the
most of his Division to Shelbyville
that day. April 7th the first train of

oars came from Nashville and went
on to Shelbyville.

Friday, April 11, companies C, F
and G, under command of Capt. Wil-
kinson, went by train to Wartrace,
twenty-three miles south, to aid about
100 men of the 42nd Indiana infantry,

who were suddenly attacked that
morning by about 250 rebels under
Col. Stearns. The Indiana men drove
the rebels away before we arrived,

losing four killed and over thirty

wounded. We stayed with them un-
til ne.xt day, the enemy not returning.
Tuesday, April 15, a large flag was

raised on the Court House, Col.

Parkhurst delivering a splendid ad-

dress.
Wednesday, April 23, after tattoo,

Col. Duffield received an order to con-

centrate the brigade by Saturday and
ba ready to start for Corinth. Not-
withstanding the lateness of the hour
the news soon spread to our men, and
then to the other regiments, and for

half an hour they were wild with
cheering. The next day the marching
order was countermanded, but the
brigade must concentrate and await
further orders. Saturday, April 26,

the 23rd Kentucky and the two com-
panies of 7th Penn. cavalry arrived

from Lebanon and camped near us.

Tuesday, April 29, Gov. Blair, Ad-
jutant Gen. Robertson and colonels
Pittman and Croul made us a visit

and gave stirring patriotic addresses.

On the same day the 3rd Minnesota
arrived. This was the first and only
time the Twenty-third Brigade was
all together. On May 2nd there was
brigade drill for the first and only
time. Saturday, May 3rd, the 8th
Kentucky and the Ninth went to Shel-

byville to repel an expected attack
from John Morgan, and the Sth Ken-
tucky remained there. The brigade
had been together a little over three
days and drilled once! On May 22,

the 23rd Kentucky left for Pulaski
and never joined the brigade again.

9

This scattering of the brigade lead to

the disasterous battle in July which
not only ruined our brigade organiza-
tion, but some thought also lead to

the retreat of Gen. Buell's army, and
that general's downfall.
Morgan's force next appeared on

the railroad north of Murfreesboro,
and so on May 4 the Ninth was rush-

ed back by train and at once started

towards Lebanon in pursuit. But the
officers soon realized the absurditv of

chasing cavalry with infantry and the

Ninth was sent back into camp. But
Col. Duffield with Parkhurst and four

other staff officers of the Ninth joined

Gen. Dumont's cavalry in the chase
after Morgan. After tattoo on the eve-

ning of May 5th the regiment was
aroused up to greet their return, when
Col. DuiTaeld said, "Well, my lads, you
all know we have been chasing old

Morgan for the last three days. The
whole Ninth went out at first—then
we were all infantry. Last night we
started out with only cavalry, (about

600), and overtook him at Lebanon.
We surprised him completely this

morning, cut him all to pieces, and
took 200 prisoners, with their arms,

etc.,, and though there were only six

members of the old Ninth family

along, the town was surrendered to

your own Colonel Parkhurst."
A Confederate account (Ridley's)

of this battle at Lebanon says Mor-
gan escaped with only "a few of his

men" who had fleet horses. He and
those few men got across the Cum-
berland River in small boats, but our
cavalry captured their horses, in-

cluding Morgan's favorite "Black
Bess." This put a quietus on Mor-
gan until he raised another force.

Friday, May 9, the regiment escort-

ed Col. Duflfield to the depot and re-

luctantly bid him good bye as he left

to take command of the Department of

Kentucky during the sickness of Gen.
Burbridge, though at that time we
thought it was permanently. This
left Col. Lester of the 3rd Minnesota
the ranking officer in command at

that post.

Saturday evening, May 10, Col.

Parkhurst was fired at by a would-be
assassin while he and Capt. Rounds
were riding in the streets. For this

and other similar outrages, twelve
prominent citizens were arrested on
Monday by Capt. Rounds and sent to

Nashville to be held as hostages to
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prevent further outrages by citizens.

That was in accordance with an or-

der that had been issued by Gov.
Johnson. When the Ninth turned
out to drill on the next day, Tuesday,
the 13th, they were marched to the
city, divided into squads and search-
ed all the houses for arms, and it was
reported 200 guns were found loaded.

This action greatly excited the citi-

zens and they swore vengence

—

which no doubt they took later.

On this day Captain Deland issued
the first of several numbers of "The
Union Volunteer," devoted mostly to

local events. He was aided by print-

ers in the regiment, an abandoned
printing office being used for the pur-

pose. This illustrates that the army
was composed of men of all profes-

sions, and capable of doing almost
any work an emergency demanded.
On Thursday, May 29, the Ninth

took train for Shelbyville to join a
force of about 5,000 troops under Gen.
Negley in an expedition to make a
demonstration against Chattanooga.
The writer, not yet having recovered
from typhoid fever, was left with
about fifty other convalescents to

guard our camp, and for two weeks
our duties were very severe for sick
men, and it was the first and only
time I ever got "homesick."
The Ninth was assigned to Col.

Scribner's (of the 38th Indiana) brig-

age. The first day out the 38th had
the advance and boasted they would
"bush" the "feather bed" regiment, as
they called the Ninth; but at night
the Ninth was at their heels, though
the last half mile was made on the
run. Next day the Ninth had the
lead and when they went into camp
at night no Hoosiers were in sight.

We heard nothing about "feather
bed" soldiers after that.

The weather was hot and dry, the
roads dusty and mountainous, and
the object being to surprise the en-

emy, the marching was rapid, aver-
aging about 25 miles a day—one day
reaching 35 miles. The brigade lost

25 horses and mules in one day from
heat and fatigue.

Prom Walden's Ridge our artillery

shelled the rebels in Chattanooga,
silencing their batteries, and the
Ninth went to the river and while
two companies fired in the advance
as skirmishers, the regiment fired a
volley into the town. But no effort

was made to cross the river, greatly

to the disgust of our men, who pro-

nounced the expedition a total failure.

But when they returned June 12 all

tired out, ragged, dirty and disgust-

ed, they learned that some mind
"higher up" sent them there to scare
the rebels into rallying to the de-

fence of Chattanooga so our troops
could capture Cumberland Gap, which
was accomplished.
The Ninth lost one man of Co. B

drowned while bathing in Duck Riv-
er; Chas. W. Decker, of Co. B, killed

by a Kentucky cavalryman with
whom he was quarrelling, and one
man of Co. E missing. At two dif-

ferent times while the regiment was
gone Col. Lester got scared and tele-

graphed for reinforcements, and each
time two or three regiments came on
special trains from Nashville—only
to go back next day disgusted and
cursing him. The 11th Michigan
came the last time and we had a
splendid visit with the Quincy boys.
Water becoming scant at our cam'

the Ninth moved on Tuesday, June
17, to Maj. Manny's Grove, about a

mile north of the Court House, where
water was abundantly furnished by
a large spring just east of Man-
ny's house, which was on the
right of the camp to the north,
and about ten rods away. There
was an ordinary square picket
fence about three feet high on our
right separating us from Manny's pri-

vate yard. There being plenty of
room we spread our camp out for the
first time to full, regular army dis-

tances, making it the handsomest and
most comfortable camp we ever had.
the large trees making it shady and
cool. The regiment faced to the west,
the color line being on a small street

from town to Manny's, and about one
block east of the Lebanon Pike.

Friday, June 20, the 3rd Minnesota
came and camped on our left towards
town, and beyond them were the ar-

tillery, cavalry and all the teams and
wagons of the Post. Lester ordered
Parkhurst to condense our camp to

give him more room. Parkhurst re-

fused and was put under arrest by
Lester, but was released the next
day. There had been some friction

between these officers before about
the government of the city. Be-

cause of this ill feeling, which
began to extend to the men



MAJOR MANNY'S RESIDENCE
From photo taken by F. A. Lester in April, 1913.

The picket fence that separated the Ninth from Manny's yard was

just at the front edge of this picture. Our camp was on the right of the

road this side of the fence where the trees were larger and more unmer-

ous in 1862. The big spring was east (to the right) of the residence in a

little gully.

of the regiments, Lester an-

grilly moved his regiment and Hew-
itt's battery to the Nashville Pike
northwest of the city about one mile

from our camp, on Thursday, June
26. That was another military blund-

er.

Do you remember the "dog killers?"

Dogs got so numerous in camp that

they were a nuisance; so one morning
Col. Parkhufst told the guards in-

stead of discharging their guns at a

target to take the dogs out and kill

them. They took a bunch of them
into the woods near Manny's spring,

tied one to a tree, and one guard step-

ped back a few paces and fired at it.

He just grazed the dog's ear, which
made it howl and struggle to get

away. Another one fired and cut the

rope that held the dog, when it ran
towards the spring, all the guards
opening a running fire on it. There
were half a dozen men at the spring

doing their washings and in spite of

all their screaming they could not

stop the firing until one of them
(James K. Brooks, Co. A) fell from
a shot across the small of the back,

which it was thought would be fatal;

but he finally ercovered. But the

joke of it all was that in the excite-

ment all the dogs escaped and noue
were killed afterwards. So for sev-

eral weeks the "dog killers" were the

butt of the regiment.

Quite a number of negro slaves had
come into camp and were helping as

cooks, teamsters, etc. One day two
slave owners came to Col. Parkhurst
and demanded a negro slave be turn-

ed over to them. Parkhurst told

them it was a matter he had no con-

trol over, but that he would order
the negro out of camp and then they
could do what they pleased. So an
order was sent to the negro to leave

camp, which he did at once through



the front entrance, but immediately try, 8th, 21st, and 23rd Kentucky In-
ran around and came in at the rear, fantry, 5th Kentucky Cavalry, four
The white men chased him, but the companies of the 4th Kentucky Cav-
sentinel would not let them pass in, airy, four companies of the 7th Penn.
telling them that "citizens" were al- Cavalry, and Hewitt's Kentucky Bat-
lowed to come in only at the front, tery of six guns. These forces were
which was a fact. So they came scattered, but were ordered to con-
around back and reported to the col- centrate at Murfreesborough and
onel, who again ordered the negro Tullahoma. I did not then know that
out, and the same circular race was Brig. Gen. Thomas T. Crittenden
repeated, and again the men returned came on the same train with Col.
and complained. By this time a Duffield, and was to take command
large crowd had collected to see the of the Post and all these forces, and
fun, many of them jollying and jeer- so perhaps I misunderstood the order
ing the slave catchers. The colonel's in assuming that all were to be in-
ire was up and he forcefully ordered eluded in the 23rd Brigade under
them to leave the camp at once or he Duffield. It was the talk that we
would arrest them for disturbing the would go to McMinnville and extend
peace! Never after that did a slave eastward. If Gen. Buell had made
catcher come to the Ninth for a ne- such a movement two weeks earlier
gro. This was before the question he would not only have saved Mur-
what to do with runaway slaves had freesborough, but probably saved his
been decided. General Butler had chase to Louisville later, and the bat-
not yet named them "Contrabands," ties of Perryville and Stone River,
which he set to work for the govern- In his official report Colonel Duf-
ment, and later made them into sol- field says that on Saturday, July 12,
diers. Col. Parkhurst decided the "General Crittenden and myself visit-
question then and there as far as his ed the several camps, discussed the
jurisdiction extended. impropriety of a divided command,
Monday, June 30, companies D, E. and decided upon a concentration, but

F and I went to Tullahoma to garri- as neither of us had assumed com-
son that place under command of Ma- mand we deferred it until the mor-
jor Pox; company B still being in the row. But on the morrow the blow fell

Court House. That left just five com- and the danger we had anticipated
panies. A, C, G, H and K in camp, became a reality. General Critten-
There were seven roads radiating den made his headquarters in town,
from the city which required from while I preferred camping with my
ten to fifteen picket guards on each, own men, and therefore pitched my
which made guard duty very heavy tent with the five companies of the
for the Ninth, as Col. Lester refused Ninth Michigan."
to do his share of it. Now let us view the

weTl'/'^tn^bp°H''<;nnl''^ H^' ^^f .^r^""!^ MILITARY SITUATION IN MIDDLEwent to the depot and escorted Colo-
nel and Adjutant Duffield to our TENNESSEE IN JULY, 1862.

camp; the Colonel having returned At that time the front of Buell's
to assume his old command. The army was on the Memphis and
boys were delighted, and it was com- Charleston railroad extending from
mented on that the Colonel pitched Bridgeport, Ala., on the east, to Flor-
his tent in our midst instead of go- ence, Ala., on the west, with head-
ing to a brick house for headquarters, quarters at Huntsville, Ala. His army
as Lester and others had done. It was supplied by two lines of railroad
was such things that made Duffield from Nashville, one via Murfreesboro
popular with his men. That evening and Tullahoma to Stevenson, Ala.,
an order from Gen. Buell at Hunts- and the other via Franklin and Colum-
ville was read on dress parade for bia to Decatur, Ala. These roads had
the 23rd Brigade to hold itself in to be heavily guarded, because John
readiness to march. It also assigned Morgan and other cavalry leaders fre-

the 21st Kentucky Infantry, and. the quently made raids in our rear (for
5th Kentucky Cavalry to the brigade, at that stage of the war the rebels

I wrote that evening that our Bri- outnumbered us in cavalry), and the
gade would then consist of the 9th Ninth Michigan was helping to per-
Michigan Infantry, 3rd Minn. Infan- form that service at Murfreesboro.
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It belonged to the Twenty-third Bri- in Murfreesboro on July 13th, and no
gade, which had been commanded by cavalry had been helping Co. B do
our Colonel, Wm. W. Duffield; but he provost duty. Comrade J. H. Shuster,
had been absent two months on spec- Beaver Falls, Pa., wrote me July 26,

ial duty commanding the Department 1912, that he was Q. M. Sergeant of

of Kentucky, and sick in Detroit. He company M, of the 7th Penn., and
had just returned two days before the that on Saturday, the 12th of July,

battle, but had not yet assumed com- his company numbering about forty

mand. Lieut. Col. Parkhurst was in men, turned in their Enfield rifles to

command of the regiment and also exchange for repeating carbines
military governor of the city by for- which they had not received yet, and
mer order of Gen. Mitchel. Colonel so his company had no arms when
Lester of the 3rd Minnesota being the attack came. He also says that

ranking officer during the absence of on Friday, the 11th, while the two
Duffield, had unwisely moved his reg- companies L and M were scouting
iment and Hewitt's Battery to a po- out on the McMinnville pike a loyal

sition on Stone River northwest and woman told him she had reliable in-

a little over a mile from the camp of formation that Forrest was going to

the Ninth Michigan. attack Murfreesboro on the coming
Murfreesboro was becoming so im- Sunday, and urged him to tell his of-

portant as a base of supplies that ficers. He did, but they treated it as

Brig. Gen. Thomas T. Crittenden, of a joke! He and several other un-

Indiana, had arrived Friday, July 11th, armed comrades escaped capture by
to command all the troops in that hiding in the tall grass in the field

locality (but had not yet assumed in the rear of our camp,
command), and as our brigade had Comrade Shuster also sent me an
received orders that evening to con- extract from the history of his regi-

centrate and be prepared to march, ment which says there were four

it is evident Buell was preparing to companies, B, G, L and M, of the 7th

extend his left eastwards by sending Penn. cavalry stationed at Murfrees-
our brigade to McMinnville, forty boro, but that three officers and over
miles southeast of Murfreesboro. seventy men escaped to Nashville.

(Later records show that Buell was There was no possibility for that

thus planning). At that time no rebel many men to escape after the attack
forces were known to be nearer than was made, so it is evident that the
Chattanooga, about 100 miles via Mc- most of the men of companies B and
Minnville, and the most of Bragg's G went to Lebanon the evening be-

army was supposed to be west of fore on orders from Nashville, and
there in northern Mississippi and Al- they escaped capture by going to

abama. Nashville; while companies L and M
The official reports disagree about and a few convalescents of the other

the cavalry at Murfreesboro on the two companies were in camp on our
morning of July 13th. Forrest says left, but only company L of less than
there were two companies of the 4th fifty men had arms, and they were
Kentucky Cavalry camped in the city surprised, but some of them got into

aiding Company B in provost duty, our camp and did good fighting,

and two companies of the 7th Penn. Sickness and heavy guard duty left

Cavalry camped near the Ninth. Duf- only about 225 effective men of the
field says there were two companies five companies of the Ninth in camp
of the 4th Kentucky Cavalry that day, and exactly forty-two men
camped near the Ninth, but of company B, commanded by Lieut,

that "Orders were received from Wright (Captain Rounds being pro-

Nashville the evening of the vest marshal of the city was in a sep-

12th directing the two Kentucky Cav- arate office), were in the Court House,
airy companies to proceed immediate- in the center of the public square of

ly to Lebanon;" but still he counts the city, acting as provost guards or

them at 81 in the forces for the de- city police, guarding the jail and oth-

fense of the place! er property and Gen. Crittenden's
From m.y own diary and extensive headquarters in a hotel,

correspondence with survivors of the Colonel Lester had nine companies
Ninth and 7th Pennsylvania, I am of his regiment, the 3rd Minnesota
sure there was no Kentucky cavalry Infantry, (one company was guarding
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a railroad train that day), numbering
450 men, and four guns of Hewitt's
6th Kentucky Battery, seventy-two
men. These figures are talten from
Col. Duflield's official report which
said, "The total effective strength of
the command at Mufreesboro on the
morning of the 13th of July did not
exceed 814 men, including pickets."
And he erroneously counted 81 caval-
rymen, when there were less than
fifty armed.

Forrest reported that he captured
"between eleven and twelve hun-
dred," but that included several hun-
dred teamsters of the post, and the
sick and nurses in all the hospitals,
many of whom had been sent from
the army In front.

I had recently been promoted to

Orderly Sergeant, and was so ambi-
tious that I usually arose at about
four o'clock to dress, wash and arouse
the men for roll call at reveille,

which was at five o'clock. The follow-

ing is the

Story of the Battle of Mufreesboro

as written to my father on August 1st,

except passages in parenthesis,
which are later additions.

"I arose at a quarter past four
o'clock (I am sure of that time be-

cause I looked at my new watch) on the
morning of Sunday, July 13, 1862,
and while in the rear of the camp on
the east side I heard two guns in the
direction of our pickets on the Wood-
bury Pike, the road east towards
Chattanooga. It aroused my suspic-
ions a little, but as Col. Lester had
allowed some promiscuous firing, and
negroes were hunting occasionally,
and as I knew of no rebels nearer
than Chattanooga, I did not arouse
the camp, especially as the camp
guards did not. As reveille was not
till five o'clock, all were quietly sleep-

ing except a few cooks who were
chopping wood for their breakfast
fires. I returned to our cook's fire

and while washing, each time I stoop-
ed down I could hear an unusual roar
like a distant wind-storm, but as I

raised to listen I concluded it was the
echoes of the chopping. But to satis-

fy myself I at last put my ear near
the ground, and then distinctly heard
the clatter and roar of cavarly on the
gallop.

"I ran to each tent in our company,
yelling, 'turn out, the rebels are com-

ing.' By the time I had reached the
second tent, our company bugler,

William White, began to blow the
alarm (poor fellow, he was killed in

his tent, shot through the head before
he got dressed), and that aroused a
drummer, who beat the long roll. By
this time the rebels had reached our
hospital on the Woodbury pike and a
few shots were fired there. That
aroused all the troops. The rebels

soon reached the brigade teamsters
camped about eighty rods on our left

towards town, and then they came to

the cavalry, which was beyond where
the 3rd Minnesota regiment and Hew-
itt's Battery had camped, on our left.

The cavalry hardly had time to get

out of their tents, let alone arming
and mounting their horses. There
was a good deal of yelling and scat-

tered firing in those camps, and the
ropes stretched from tree to tree for

hitching the horses, tumbled many a

rebel horse and rider; but these de-

layed the rebels only a few moments.
"Capt. Mansfield was sick in bed in

Maj. Manny's house, 1st Lieut. Hull
was acting Adjutant, and 2nd Lieut.

Sellon was Officer of the Guard, leav-

ing my company, G, without an offi-

cer. I got the company all in line,

counted by twos and divided off into

sections and platoons, and started to

form on the color line in front of

camp; but the Adjutant called me to

come to the left with Company C,

which was the only other company
that was then organized, company
C being tented next to our left and
were aroused by my calling out Com-
pany G.
"Then Col. Parkhurst rushed out of

his tent and commanded to form
square in the space on the left pre-

viously occupied by the four com-
panies gone to Tullahoma. But there

being no rules to form square only
when in line or column, each com-
pany rushed to that space, and while
in this dilemma of trying to form
square, the rebels came in sight yell-

ing like Indians, their horses on a gal-

lop. We were all in a huddle. The
rebels began firing, being armed
largely with shot guns loaded with

big shot, which came like hail. Our
men did not wait for orders to load

and fire, but at once gave the rebels

a hot reception. A large number fell

on all sides of me while in this hud-

dle. One ball hit my cross belt just



over my heart which first aroused me
to a sense of danger, and I began to

load my gun, having been too busy
before trying to get the company in

position. After a little some one
(some of my company has since told

me it was Col. Parkhurst) ordered,
"fall back over the fence," meaning
the picket fence on the right of the
camp, and about eight rods away.
The order was obeyed by many, but
others fell back part way but did not
go over the fence, some getting be-
hind trees. This move made us
more scattered so the rebel firing was
not so fatal, and they did not try to

scale the fence—except I was told

one did it, but horse and rider fell

dead when they landed.
"The fight lasted about 15 minutes

(the official reports say half an hour,
but 15 minutes was long enough for
me at the time), when the rebels
skeddaddled, and some of our boys
in their eagerness chased them sev-
eral rods on foot. We fell in and
marched to a log house on the left of

camp towards town which was sur-

rounded by a high picket fence, and
took our position in that yard. The
occupants, (a Mrs. Lewis) left the
house and some of the boys went in

and made a good block house of it by
knocking out the chinks between the
logs. (I remember I thought at the
time that those boys were cowards;
but afterwards, with more experience,
I have thought if all of us had gone
into one of the large orick dwellings
in the vicinity we coL'ld have held it.

for the rebels hai no artillery).

"Company C and a sergeant and
eight men of company G went
towards town as skirmishers, and
for eight long hours did good execu-
tion in picking off small squads and
stragglers of the enemy. (In a letter
to me dated March 5, 1912, comrade
Anthony C. Chapaton, of Detroit, vol-

untarily refers to that incident, and
gives the names of our company, G,
who volunteered to go out at that
time, and that they went to protect
the Seminary Hospital. They were
Sergeant Andrew Nuhfer, C. R.
Brand, Anthony C. Chapaton. Joe
Lear, Frank McGurk, Conrad Ramin-
ger, Jacob Madler. B. J. Stoddard and
Charles A. Breton). We made a barri-

cade in our front with wagons and
bales of hay.

(Colonel Duffield in his official re-
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port said, "The rebel force consisted
of the 2nd cavalry brigade, C. S. A.,

commanded by Brig. Gen. N. B. For-

rest, over 3,000 strong, consisting of

one Texas regiment ('Texas Rang'-

ers') Lieut. Col. Walker; 1st and 2nd
Georgia regiments. Colonels Wharton
and Hood; one Alabama regiment,
Col. Saunders; and one Tennessee
regiment. Col. Lawton. The Texas
regiment and a batallion of one of the
Georgia regiments, in all over 800

strong, attacked the five companies of

the Ninth Michigan Volunteers. So
fierce and impetuous was their attack
that our men were forced nearly to

the center of the camp, but they fell

back steadily and in order, with their

faces to the foe; but upon reaching
the center of the camp (I wrote at the

fence on the right of camp), their

line was brought to a halt, and after

about twenty minutes of nearly hand
to hand fighting the enemy broke and
fled in the wildest confusion, follow-

ed in close pursuit by one company
as skirmishers. A squadron of cav-

alry at this time launched at their

heels would have utterly routed and
annihilated them. Indeed, so great
was their panic that their officers

were unable to check the fugitives for

a space of seven miles, and Colonel
Lawton, commanding the Georgia reg-

iment, was subsequently arrested by
General Forrest for misconduct under
the fire of the enemy.")
"Another part of the rebel force at-

tacked Company B in the Court
House. The boys barricaded the
doors, then went into the second
story and fired from the windows. As
there was a street on each side, the
rebels were much exposed and lost

heavily; but finally enough of them
got to the doors and battered them
in and started for the stairs. But
here Company B had a greater advan-
tage and kept them down. Then the
rebels started a fire on the lower
floor, and the 42 men of Co. B sur-

rendered after fighting three long
hours, and killing and wounding more
than their own number. The rebel

loss was severe here, but Co. B's loss

was only three men wounded.
"About six o'clock a force of the

rebels started for the Minnesota
camp. Col. Lester had had ample
time to form and had chosen a posi-

tion about 80 rods towards town. The
rebels swept around him and burned



COURT HOUSE, MURFREESBORO, TENN.. IN 1862.

The Court House was in the center building located on Main street run-

of a large Public Square having a ning west from the center of the Pub-
street on each of its four sides on lie Square, and about two blocks dis-

which were the stores and hotels, all tance from the Court House. During
facing inwards. The enemy had to the warm weather a large share of

cross these streets without cover or Co. B. slept in tents outside of the

protection, and during the three or Court House.
more hours fighting to capture this

^j^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ .^^ jj^^ ^^^^.g,. po,,,^^
building from 42 men of Company B, ^^ ^^^^^.^j ^^^ ^.^^^ around, and as it
!)th Michigan Infantry, the Confeder-

^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^^^ ^^ ^1^^ ^^^.-^^ ^j^.
ates under Gen. Forrest lost more

j^.^, ^.^^^ .^^ ^^nes were cheering
than in all the rest of the battle of ,^^y to the lone picket sentinels.
Sunday, July 13, 1862. Sergeant E. A. '

'

Burnett, Co. B, helped make out the I am indebted to Mr. J. H. Crichlow,

parole papers at McMinnville and Secretary of the Board of Trade, Mur-

heard General Forrest tell Captain freesboro, for a photo of the old Court

Rounds that Co. B killed more of his House taken some years after the war
men at the Court House than he cap- but before it was remodeled; but the

tured of Co. B. This view shows the view was marred by modern tele-

main (east) entrance where the en- graph poles and wires not there dur-

emy finally made a dash and succeed- ing the war. Our artist wiped these

ed in battering in the door. out, making this the only picture ex-

Tho jail was a two story brick tant really like the view in 1862.
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all the tents and other property in began to write ^his paper. In his

his camps. The Minnesotans fired oflJicial report \\ritten a long time af-

but one volley, but one of its com- terwards, Col. Parkhurst said the

panies deployd as skirmishers and camp guards SiX.\e. the alarm, and Col.

this and Hewitt's Battery kept up a Duffield said, "The noise of so many
scattering fire for about two hours, hoofs at full speed upon the macad-
In the mean time the rebels burned amized road was vo great that the

the depot and all other buildings con- alarm was given before the head of

taining government property, and the rebel column reached our pickets,

gathered in the pickets on the various about one mile distant, so that our
roads, except Corporal Edward Acker men were formed and ready to re-

and five men of Company G who were ceive them, although they came in at

on the Shelbyville .pike. They es- full speed." Both of these officers

caped and joined the four companies were asleep in their tents at the time
at Tullahoma. and knew nothing about how the

"Once during the forenoon when alarm was given. The camp guards

the regular train from Nashville did nothing to alarm the camp—it

whistled for the station the rebels was alarmed as I have before stated,

thought reinforcements had arrived and I did not hear the rebel cavalry

and skedaddled from town. The en- until after they had passed our pick-

gineer saw the situation in time to ets. Gen. Forrest says in his report

stop his train and run back to Nash- that he did not begin the charge until

ville_ near in town after passing the pick-

..T-.' IT J.X, • ui 1, c ets, and the enemy was completely

r h?"'r?^nf rif^ ^ifL^Eln? ?n Surprised. I have written to eight
fighting Col. Lester did nothing to J company G and they substan-

boys dressed as citizens passing '"•; '7.''
the rieht of the camp and

through rebel lines, George Gillen, of ^^^^ j^ "^^ J^ n„I f^Li^ ^ofV^ro^ ^ ij i I- c termed a better line there. Betore
company G, Coldwater, being one of

J .^^ ^.^ ^^„
them) that we were too few to go to v, ij...V
him, but if he would come to us we .?., ^. „ „.„i„„i- ^ ,>, wr^r-r'^^t

,-, , ,-, ., -x- Ti i T i About one o clock p. m., l^orrest
could hold the position. But Lester ,

^"""i, " t'
'

.. , J. .,11 J 1, drew up all his forces in sight on our

;-l"!.^.iI° ^°!!l^•J^^"!i 'Z^f .^l left (towards town) and front, and
his officers, and in anger put Gil-

then sent in a flag of truce demanding
len under arrest but finally let him

g^^render, with his usual threat

come"to"iur lid "" that no quarter would be given if we
come to our aid.

refused. The Adjutant counted only
"There was a lull in the firing about 125 men with guns able for duty. Out

noon, and as there were no rebels in ^f about 225 men of the five com-
sight the Sutler took the opportunity to panies in camp for duty at four
give us a supply of crackers and o'clock in the morning, thirteen had
cheese, which was the first we had jjegn killed, including Lieut. Chase,
anything to eat that day. and seventy-eight had been wounded,
"The rebels had come from Chatta- including Col. Duffield, Lieut. Hiram

nooga, leaving there Friday (see For- Barrows, Co. A, and Lieut. Gaffney,
rest's report) and by a forced march Co. C. A ball went through Col.

reached us on Sunday morning. They Parkhurst's pants below the left

captured our pickets on the Wood- knee. My company, G, lost three
bury Pike by sending a force around men killed and fourteen wounded,
them through the woods, which then (Col. Duffield received two wounds at

surprised our men by coming from the first charge from a pistol fired by
towards town in their rear. But two the rebel Col. Wharton which were
of our men fired their guns before so serious that he finally had to leave
surrendering, which were tho ones I the service. Seven of the wounded
heard." subsequently died, and several un-

(I never knew but what undisputed derwent amputations),
credit was given to me for first giving "We had lost ninety-one men from
the alarm that morning until since 1 those five companies (company B in



18

the Court House had only three men
slightly wounded) equalling forty per
cent of our number!"

(The official reports showed that
the rebel loss in killed and wounded
was more than double our loss).

"After consulting with his officers
Col. Parkhurst decided it would be
folly to try to hold out longer, and
surrendered. Some of the newspa-
pers and higher officers censured the
Ninth, but they knew nothing about
the situation—the blame was not with
the Ninth.
"The rebels rode up to us in good

order (which they did not do in the
morning), led by Gen. Forrest, who
assured Col. Parkhurst that our pri-

vate property should be respected

—

a promise not kept. Forrest then
sent a flag of truce to Col. Lester
(compelling Adjutant Duffield to go
along so that Lester could see that
we had surrendered), and Lester sur-
rendered, not having fired but one
volley during the half day, though
one company and the battery had
done some skirmishing.
"During the morning fight Capt.

Mansfield came from his sick bed in
Manny's house and remained with us
until the rebels were driven out of
camp. Had he been a coward he
could have remained in safety where
his sickness amply excused him to
stay. He, Col. Duffield. and all the
wounded, and the sick in the several
hospitals were paroled, Mansfield
agreeing to report to the rebels at
Chattanooga as soon as well enough,
(which he did in about two weeks).
"We gathered up everything we

thought we could carry, the Sutler
gave the boys all his goods, and the
Quartermaster gave us all the cloth-
ing he had. This was packed in our
knapsacks, and the rebels told us we
need not carry them, but put them in
the wagons, all of which they took
away with our teams. We thought
that was very kind of them—but as
we never saw the knapsacks and
clothing again, we changed our minds.
Our guns and everything valuable
were put into our wagons, and then
they burned our tents and such wag-
ons as we had no teams to draw.
"A few days before, our cavalry

had captured a large number of
horses and mules and a number of
prisoners. Of course the prisoners
were released, but a largt> number of

our officers and men were allowed to
ride those horses and mules.
"About four o'clock p. m., we start-

ed on the road towards Chattanooga,
passed through Woodbury late in the
evening, and went into bivouac in a
field about midnight, the ground being
our only bed, with only the sky for a
covering. Notwithstanding, I was so
tired that I slept soundly till morning.
The mounted officers and men were
about ten miles ahead of us, but they
waited for us and we overtook them
about noon, and we all arrived at a
place where we were paroled at mid-
night, Monday, July 14. This was in

a yard surrounded by a high, tight
board fence, in the rear of which was
a large brick residence, which was
two miles beyond McMinnville, and
42 miles from Murfreesboro.
"We had not had much to eat thus

far except the little we took on the
start, and what blackberries (which
were quite abundant along the road)
we picked, though the rebels kindly
shared with us what they could get;
and some of them went ahead and
made the citizens fill pails and bar-
rels with drinking water, for which
the hot days and rapid marching
made us truly grateful. As we passed
through the villages of Woodbury,
Sunday evening, and McMinnville
Monday evening, both were highly
illuminated—to honor us, the boys
said! All the Johnnies were kind to

us, the Texas Rangers being a jolly

lot of fellows. The Minnesota boys
spent a good share of their time in

cursing Col. Lester for his cowardice
in not coming to our aid.

"Tuesday morning we received a
small ration of corn bread which the
Johnnies forced the citizens to bring
in, and then, fearing our cavalry
would overtake and rescue us before
they could march us to Chattanooga,
the day was spent until four o'clock
paroling us. Duplicate lists were
made of the names of the men by
companies, and each man signed
them pledging to not take up arms
again until exchanged. One set of
these papers was kept by Forrest,
and one set was given to Captain
•John M. Essington, of the Pennsyl-
vania Cavalry, who was to lead us
back. All the rest of the officers

were held and taken south.

"At four o'clock we started on our
return nuirch, but waited in McMinn-



ville until after dark for a small
luncheon of bacon, corn-bread, biscuit

and bread which the citizens kindly
served to us in a school house—prob-

ably the best they could supply to so

many on short notice. Forrest allow-

ed the band to keep their instruments
(which he had no use for) except
the drums, and after a citizen had
slipped a $2.50 gold piece into Lieut.

Moulton's hand, they played "The
Star Spangled Banner," and several

other National airs, and then that cit-

izen took them to his residence for

supper, where several young ladies

quietly drew from their pockets small
National flags, which they did not
dare to show on the streets. Perhaps
il was largely due to some of these
loyal citizens that we got our suppers.

But they all seemed to enjoy the mu-
sic of the band.

"After this we went about seven
miles and bivouacked for the night.

We were not all together again until

we reached Nashville. Some had
money and hired teams to take them
through, some walked faster than oth-

ers, and we had to scatter along in

order to get anything to eat, which
was bought by those who had money,
and begged by those who had none,
but the blackberries along the road-
sides helped very much.

"I arrived at Murfreesboro Thurs-
day noon, the 17th. Here the Penn.
Captain gave the parole of each com-
pany to the First Sergeants with or-

ders to report all to Nashville. I vis-

ited Captain Mansfield and got my
dinner (it was the first full meal I

had had), visited all of our wounded
in both hospitals, and left for Nash-
ville with all of my company that I

could find. I learned that several of

our wounded had already died, and
several others had suffered amputa-
tions.

"The Fourth Kentucky (Federal)
cavalry took possession of the town
before I left, and Gen. Nelson came
on trains with his brigade from Nash-
ville the next day. The most of the
Minnesota boys did not go till next
day when they got onto the cars north
of Murfreesboro as they returned
from taking Nelson down, for Nelson
was so mad he forbid their riding on
the cars. Some of the men that were
ahead of me met Nelson with his

trains at Lavergne and he abused
them in his characteristic way, call-
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ing them cowards, cursing and swear-
ing at them, etc., and it was said he
ordered one of his sergeants to take
some men out behind the depot and
shoot one of our corporals who tried

to speak in defense of the Ninth.

They took the corporal out of sight

of Nelson and let him go. (So when
the news came to us at Camp Chase
a few weeks after that Gen. Jeff C.

Davis had killed Nelson for abusing
him, instead of mourning, some of

our boys cheered and swung their

caps).
"I did not get to Nashville until

nearly night, Friday, July 18th. We
were sent into a temporary camp near
the city to await further orders.

"The newspapers ha-d published gar-

bled and exaggerated reports of the

battle, and because of Col. Lester's

cowardice and inaction, all the officers

and men at Murfreesboro were stig-

matized as cowards. (There was one
exception: I received from my father

over a column article from the Chica-

go Daily Tribune from their corres-

pondent at Louisville, which I still

have, that gave us high praise).

"Even General Buell issued a con-

demnatory order saying there were
four companies of the 4th Kentucky
cavalry, and three companies of the

7th Penn. cavalry there, which was
not true. All the Kentucky cavalry

had left there previous to that time.

There were four companies of the

Penn. 7th cavalry stationed there, but

two of them went to Lebanon the eve-

ning before, leaving only two others

near our left, and one of those was
without guns. And none of the var-

ious other regiments that had been
ordered to concentrate there under
Gen. Crittenden's new command had
arrived yet.

"Gen Buell continued, 'It appears

from the best information that can be

obtained that Brig. Gen. Crittenden

and Col. Duffleld of the Ninth Michi-

gan, with the six companies of that

regiment and all the cavalry, were
surprised and captured early in the

morning in the houses and streets

of the town, or in their camp near by,

with but slight resistence, and with-

out any timely warning of the pres-

ence of the enemy.' (Later official

reports show that both Gen. Buell and
Gen. Mitchel received notice that For-

rest had crossed the Tennessee at

Chattanooga and was moving towards
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Murfreesboro, but they failed to give "Buell's order set some of the pa-
either Gen. Crittenden or Col. Duffield pers going again, and after publish-
that information). ing the order the Cincinnati Commer-
"The first and last clauses were cial adds, 'The above is in good time

correct. We were surprised. The and tone. The affair at Murfreesboro
rebels came from Chattanooga Friday was the most disgraceful to our arms
noon (see Forest's report), a hundred that has occurred during the war.
miles away, and from Woodbury, There Is no excuse for companies of
twenty miles away, after dark Satur- men surrendering to rebel cavalry,
day night, and our cavalry scouts had and they will not do it if tolerably
returned into camp before that time, well officered. A company of infantry
The citizens had said we would get well posted and resolute could beat
cleaned out if we did not liberate the off all the guerrilla cavalry in Ten-
men held as hostages, but they had nessee!!'
threatened the same many times be- "This is a specimen of editorial
fore. But this time they got their bravery and good fighting! What
long threatened revenge, for they ev- judgment of military matters can
idently had posted the rebels at Chat- such a simpleton have? He is either
tanooga of the situation so that they a knave or a fool, and I guess both,
not only knew where each camp was. But we have hundreds of just such
but even the hotel and room in which editors who are and have been trying
Gen. Crittenden was sleeping. But to engineer the war.
there were no soldiers 'in the houses "We left Nashville Friday morning,
and on the streets.' except the pro- July 25, and arrived here in Camp
vost guards, and the sick in hospi- Chase on Sunday, July 27. We reach-
tals. ed Cincinnati about four o'clock Sat-

"Third charge, 'with but slight re- urday p. m. The telegraph had an-
sistance,' was outrageous. If fight- nounced that 800 rebel prisoners were
ing till nearly half our fighting men coming, and asked for guards to es-
were killed or wounded is called cort them from depot to depot
'slight resistance,' a few hundred through the city, a distance of about
against three thousand, as it was sup- two miles. Consequently about 100
posed, what better could men do? policemen were on hand, armed and
"The General adds, 'Take it in all equipped, and a row marched on each

its features, few more disgraceful ex- side of us, guarding us more strictly
amples of neglect of duty and lack of than the rebels did while they held
good conduct can be found in the his- us. The streets were lined with cur-
tory of wars. It fully merits the ex- ious spectators, and though we had
treme penalty which the law provides had nothing to eat all day, instead of
for such misconduct. The force was feeding us, as the rebel citizens of
more than sufficient to repel the rebel McMinnville did, they jeered and
attack effectually. The mortification hooted at us. To the credit of a few
which the army will feel at the result I will say that they cheered us after
is poorly compensated by the exertion they recognized our uniforms. But
made by some, perhaps many of the some of the city papers referred to
officers, to retrieve the disgrace of us in a sneering way as the men who
the surprise.' (It is a satisfaction to surrendered at Murfreesboro. I wrote
us today to know that our mishap was a reply to the Daily Commercial as
not half so disgraceful as was the sur- soon as we arrived here, telling the
prise Bragg gave Buell soon after facts about the fight and defending
that, when he chased him back to the Ninth, which they had the fair-

Louisville. But the blame was not ness to publish. But I have no copy
with the Ninth, nor with the men of to send you. But the Ninth will never
the Minnesota regiment and Hewitt's forget or forgive the unjust treatment
Battery, nor with Crittenden or Duf- and abuse received from the papers
field; but it was with Buell for not and citizens of Cincinnati,
notifying us that Forrest was coming, "This is as full an account of our
and with Col. Lester for dividing the battle at Murfreesboro as I can write
camps, and then not trying to help us, you now. Camp Chase, Ohio, Aug. 1,

and doing no fighting himself. He 1862."

and Buell both got their deserts In a report made some months aft-

later), erwards (after his return from cap-



tivity), Colonel Parkhurst said: "The
I'orces attacking my camp were the

First Regiment Texas Rangers, Col.

Wharton, and a battalion of the First

Georgia Rangers, Col. Morrison, and
a large number of citizens of Ruther-

ford county, many of whom had taken
the oath of allegiance to the United
States Government. There were also

quite a number of negroes attached

to the Texas and Georgia troops who
were armed and equipped, and took

part in several engagements against

my forces during the day. (This is

when the "citizens" got in their oft

repeated threats of revenge).
"During the engagement I sent

three distinct messages to Colonel
Lester, all of which he received, in-

forming him of my situation and of

my ability to hold it till he could

come to my assistance, but Colonel
Lester refused to afford me any as-

sistance, refused to fight, and re-

fused to allow his command to fight.

Consequently at half past twelve
o'clock, having lost thirteen killed

and seventy-eight wounded (over one-

third of my command), and being re-

duced to one hundred and thirty-

seven men and officers, the enemy,
having nothing to apprehend from the
Minnesota regiment and Hewitt's
battery, concentrated his whole force

upon my camp, and sent in a flag of
truce with a demand for a surrender,
of which the following is a true copy:

'Murfreesboro, July 13, 1862.

'Colonel: I must demand an uncon-
ditional surrender of your forces as
prisoners of war or I will have every
man put to the sword. You are aware
of the overpowering force I have at

my command, and this demand is

made to prevent the affusion of blood.

'I am, colonel, very respectfully,

your obedient servant,

'N. B. FORREST,
'Brig. Gen. Commanding C. S. Army.
'Col. J. G. Parkhurst.'

"After consulting with Colonel Duf-
field and all of my officers we decided
to surrender. Gen. Forrest promising
that the officers and men should be
allowed to hold their private proper-
ty (a promise not kept).

"I look upon this fight of the Ninth
Michigan Infantry as one of the most
gallant of the war, and for which
the regiment has never received a
proper degree of credit, having in a
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manner received the reproach which
should have attached solely to Colo-

nel Lester, of the 3rd Minnesota,

whose refusal to allow his regiment
and Hewitt's battery to go into the

fight was the sole cause of the cap-

ture of Murfreesboro."

In his report made after returning

from captivity Gen. T. T. Crittenden

said that he assumed command of the

Post of Murfreesboro Saturday fore-

noon, July 12. He selected Lieut. H.

M. Duffiield for Adjutant, and with

him and Col. Duffield visited the dif-

ferent camps, saw the impropriety of

a divided command and selected a

new camp near the old one, and told

Col. Duffield to concentrate all the

troops there; but being assured by
Col. Lester that there were no rebels

nearer than Chattanooga, action was
deferred for the next day, and the

attack came as a surprise that morn-
ing. He praised the Ninth for its

gallant fight in driving twice its

numbers of the enemy out of camp,
and holding its position for eight

hours after losing half of its num-
ber. ("This fragment of a regiment,

under its gallant lieutenant-colonel

(Parkhurst) fought splendidly, and
deserves honorable mention") ; and he
praised Company B for holding the

court house three hours under re-

peated assaults, when it surrendered
only because the enemy had set fire

in the building, and that Company B
kept himself from being captured un-

til it surrendered. He estimated our
effective forces did not exceed 950

men while that of the enemy was
2,600.

By request of General Crittenden

after his return from captivity a

Court of Inquiry was held at Nash-
ville, Dec. 17, lcS62, which reported

in part as follows:

"11th. That the Ninth Michigan In-

fantry was promptly formed and re-

peatedly repulsed the enemy. That
at about eight o'clock a. m.. they took
a more sheltered position, which they
held until 12 o'clock, when they sur-

rendered; their commanding officer

being wounded and having lost nearly
half their number in killed and
wounded.

"12th. That one company (B) of

the Ninth Michigan Infantry, acting

as provost guards, held the court

house in the town until eight o'clock.
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when they surrendered after it was soon halted by the Federal outpost,
set on fire. In answer to the challenge, 'who

"15th. That the estimated number goes there,' they replied that they
of troops at the post was about 1,040; were a company of the 7th Penn. cav-
that of the enemy, 2,600." airy wanting to join their regiment
The court exhonorated General at Murfreesboro. The Federal senti-

Crittenden and Colonel Duffield, and nels were not aware of their mistake
laid all the blame for the capture of until they were surrounded by the
Murfreesboro on Colonel Lester who Rangers, who, with pistols drawn,
was dishonorably dismissed. captured the entire picket force with-
THE FLAG OF TRUCE. Comrade out firing a gun to arouse the sleep-

B. G. Lyman writes me that the mes- ing garrison." {But I surely heard
senger from Forrest bearing the two guns).
white flag came in on the street where "From these pickets Forrest learn-

he and comrade H. C. Rankin were ed that Brig. General Crittenden had
on Company C's skirmish line; and superseded Col. Dufl^eld, and, what
while one of them guarded the mes- pleased him more, that the camps of
senger, the other reported the matter the Ninth Mich, and Third Minnesota
to Colonel Parkhurst, who ordered were still separate. Forrest divided
that they bring the messenger in his command into three sections—the
blindfolded, which they did. Texas Rangers under Col. .John A.

Comrade James F. 6'Loughlin says Wharton, were to take the advance
he was the youngest and smallest and assail the five companies of the
member of Company G, and at the Ninth Michigan Infantry and two
time of the battle he was an ambu- companies of the 7th Penn. cavalry;
lance driver. He was asleep in his the second section under Forrest's

ambulance when the rebels charged immediate command to attack the
past him into camp that morning. Court House, jail, and surround the
He got out, secured a gun from a hotel in which General Crittenden
wounded comrade, and after the was known to be sleeping; and the
rebels were repulsed he went after third section was to charge immed-
them with Company C on the skir- iately through the town without halt-

mish line. After using up his "forty ing- and prevent the 3rd Minnesota
rounds," he obtained a horse from a and Hewitt's battery from coming to

captain of the Penn. cavalry and car- aid the forces in town. The command
ried messages from Col. Parkhurst to was then formed in column of fours

the skirmish line, and acted there as "POii the pike, and advanced slowly

a look-out. Soon after the regiment and cautiously until just as the day
reached Camp Chase he went to De- was dawning they were in sight of

troit and enlisted in the Eighth Mich- the tents of the Federal encampment,
igan Infantry, then in the Army of The command to charge was then giv-

the Potomac. Later he was transfer- en, and away Wharton sped down the

red to the 2nd U. S. Cavalry. While Pi^e at the head of the Texans. The
in those two regiments he experienced >'oar and clatter of the horses' hoofs

hard service in the battles of Fred- upon the macadamized turnpike, and
ericksburg. South Mountain, Antie- the wild yells of the entire Confed-

tam, Gettysburg, and other important ®''ate command as they swept onward,

battles in the East. arroused the sleeping Federals from
their beds. Before the Penn. cavalrv

Confederate Account of the Battle. could get to their horses the Texans
General Forrest's biographer says were among them, and those not cap-

that Forrest crossed the river at Chat- tured or killed rushed over to the
tanooga on Wednesday, July 9, went camp of the Ninth Michigan, which
on two roads to McMinnville where by this time was in wild confusion
they arrived the next day. A few as the result of the surprise. The
scattering companies joined him here plucky Michiganders, however sud-

making his whole force about 1,500 denly and unexpectedly assailed, were
strong. They left McMinnville Friday not to be taken without a fight. Act-
noon, July 11, and arrived near Mur- ing Brigadier General Wm. W. Duf-
freesboro soon after daylight Sunday field, running out of his tent, called
morning. "A company of Wharton's to his men to get their guns and
Texas Rangers went forward and was stand their ground. He had scarcely



given this command before the Tex-
ans were riding in among them, firing

at them, as the gallant Duffield said

in his official report, at short range
with 'shot guns and pistols.'

"A pistol shot from Wharton him-
self seriously wounded Duffield, who
was forced to relinquish the command
of the infantry to Lieut. Colonel John
G. Parkhurst. By this time the Fed-
erals had rallied, and under Park-
hurst's inspiration poured a heavy fus-

illade into the Confederates, who had
lost their organization and were scat-

tered in all directions through the

camp. Here Col. Wharton was badly
wounded, and, being unable to take

further part in the melee, the Texans
were thrown into temporary confu-

sion and driven back some 200 yards
from the Federal position. The Un-
ion commander, with great judgment,
rallied his troops in an enclosure or

lot fenced with heavy cedar picket

posts set on end in the ground, and
by the use of a number of wagons
which were loaded with hay and other

army supplies, within a few minutes
had extemporized a formidable stock-

ade, and now held a strong position.

Lieut. Col. Walker, who took com-
mand of the Rangers after Wharton
was disabled, recognizing the great

loss of life which would follow^ any at-

tempt to take Parkhurst's position

by storm, deployed his men around it

in order to hold them penned up until

Forrest could come to him with his

aid."

Then follows a description of the
fighting through the forenoon similar

as I have given it. He estimated
their loss at 25 to 30 killed, and about
100 wounded, but says that Duffield

said in his report that the Confeder-
ate loss was doubly that of the Fed-

eral, and does not doubt but Duffield

was correct. He claims they captur-

ed 1,100 or 1,200, w^hich may have
been about right, for they counted all

the sick and nurses in the hospitals,

teamsters, and other men there on
detatched duty. He says the 3rd Min-
nesota lost two killed and eight

wounded; the Penn. Cavalry, five kill-

ed and twenty wounded, and Hewitt's
battery had one killed and three
wounded. Gen. Forrest's biographer
claims that the capture of Murfrees-
boro was his greatest exploit, and he
quotes Lord Woolsey as saying it was
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the most brilliant feat of the war.
But I can see nothing very brave or

brilliant for 1,500 men to attack half

their number by surprise when they
were well informed by their friends,

the citizens, that the Federal troops
were divided into three camps over a

mile apart, and they knew the loca-

tion and strength of each camp. Their
own reports admit that, though the
225 men of the Ninth were taken by
surprise, we repulsed their charge
and drove their 800 cavalrymen in

confusion out of our camp, and held

them out of shooting distance eight

hours. And though our little band
had been reduced to 125 armed men,
they did not think it prudent to re-

new the attack until Forrest confront-

ed us with his whole force and de-

manded us to surrender under penalty

of being slaughtered as at Fort Pil-

low.

The facts are that Forrest, Morgan
and Moseby were never known to at-

tack a force that they knew was
stronger than their own. Those men
made their reputations for "brillian-

cy" by surprising and defeating small-

er forces guarding bridges and sta-

tions out of reach of reinforcements,

being previously posted by citizens

who were always their friends in the

localities attacked.

Some writers, especially Forrest's

biographer, claim that the rebel vic-

tory at Murfreesboro was so disas-

trous to our cause that it lead to

Bragg's invasion, and Buell's retreat

to Louisville; but it is absurd to

claim that the loss of 1,000 men and
that small town should lead to such
results. The facts were that Bragg's

army had been driven south from
Corinth and was still confronted in

Western. Tennessee by Grant's army,

and in Middle Tennessee by Buell's

army, and the only hope the rebels

had was for Bragg to quietly concen-

trate his army in Eastern Tennessee
and rush to the Ohio river, expecting

to beat our army in the race and add

to his own by new recruits which he

was induced to believe he would secure

in Kentucky. But he failed in both

objects, and was in a losing game
from that time on to the end of his

career. Rebel official records now
show that the raid on Murfreesboro
by Forrest was planned as a prelim-

inary to Bragg's invasion of Kentuc-
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ky, which Buell was too slow to dis- the 18th Ohio wounded, Lieut. Wal-
cover and prevent. lace of Co. D had an ear clipped, and

_._,,. _ Corporal Edward S. Acker, of com-
The Tullahoma Companies. p^^y q ^^,^^^ escaped with his pickets

Companies D, E, F and I had rather from Murfreesboro and was then stay-

strenuous duties during the summer ing with company D, was severely

of 1862 in building a large stockade wounded in the hip. Company D re-

at Tullahoma, guarding the town, ceived special commendation for its

and guarding railroad trains south to part in this affair in later reports.

Decherd, and on the branch roads Captain W. Y. Houston was a

eastward to McMinnville, and west- nephew of the celebrated Gen. Sam
ward to Winchester. In the latter Houston, and in honor of that uncle

part of July the men were loaded into Joseph Hanchett and some others of

wagons one night after ten o'clock, Co. D made a coffin out of a farmer's

and made a raid with some cavalry wagon box (the only boards they

to Manchester and captured several could find), and buried him in a sep-

hundred barrels of flour. arate grave under a large wild cher-

August 13 on receiving an inquiry ry tree, and Joe is sure he could find

from General Thomas about the for- it to this day.

tifications and forces under his com- After the battle Capt. H. R. Mil-

mand. Major Fox replied, "A few ler, of the 18th Ohio, commander of

rifle pits—no fortiflcations. Colonel the post (Lieut. J. N. Wallace had
Wagner's Brigade left last night for command of Company D, of the
Manchester. I have only 200 infantry. Ninth) desired to send messages to

150 cavalry, no artillery. Am good the Federal forces at McMinnville and
for any rebel force of 600 without Manchester informing them of his

artillery. dangerous situation, but as the mis-

"D. M. FOX, Major Commanding." sion was so dangerous he called for

The same day he received the fol- volunteers, and Henry T. Thayer, of

lowing order: Company C (one of Acker's pickets),

"Headquarters 1st Division, Dis- volunteered to go to Manchester
trict of the Ohio, Decherd, Tenn., (eight miles away) and Clinton L.

Aug. 13, 1862. Lee, Company A, 18th Ohio, volun-
"Major D. M. Fox, Commanding, teered to go to McMinnville. Both

Tullahoma. went on foot and got safely through
"Build at once a strong stockade the enemies lines, and gave informa-

sufllciently large to accommodate all tion of the critical situation.

your infantry. When Buell's army was falling back
"GEO. H. THOMAS, to Louisville our four companies with

"Major General." two ten pound Parrott guns of Capt.
About August 24 company D went Swartz's 7th Indiana Battery left

to a point about six miles south of Nashville Sept. 9th, as a rear guard.
McMinnville to help two companies On Sept. 10, after passing Gallatin
of the 18th Ohio infantry build a large they were erroneously ordered to turn
stockade to guard a bridge there, west towards Springfield, Tenn., but
About noon, August 29, as our men at night learned their mistaken order
were out eating, some of Forrest's and returned to the Nashville Pike
dismounted men crept up a ravine be- the next morning. This put them so
hind some willow bushes and made far in the rear that at a little after

a rush for the stockade, which was noon, Sept. 11, 1862, (the records are
not yet completed; but our men just wrong that give the date as Sept.

succeeded in beating in the race by 22), near Tryee Springs, Tenn., their

getting inside first. Then followed a advance guard was suddenly sur-

severe fight by our two hundred men rounded and captured by rebels that

against Forrest's whole force of 1,500, were in ambush. Lieuts. Fox and
which finally resulted in an ignomini- Schofield being mounted rode forward
ous retreat of the rebels, who left to learn the trouble, and both wor(>

thirteen dead, including Capt. Hous- shot.
ton, of the Texas Rangers, and 41 Major Fox at once put his command
wounded, and it was reported that in good position, sent company I for-

more than twenty wounded rode ward as skirmishers, and the artillery

away. The Federal loss was seven of opened on the enemy lively with
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shells. After about two hours ot camp and prison guard duty,
skirmishing Forrest withdrew, leaving This the men utterly refused to do,
several wounded, two of whom died claiming it would be a violation of
the next day. That was Forrest's their parole oath. For over three
third encounter with men of the weeks the situation was critical, all

Ninth. Lieuts. Fox and Schofield, kinds of punishments being threaten-
and Charles Heckling, of the battery, ed to compel the men to perform
were severely wounded, and Dr. Cy- guard duty; one punishment being the
rus Smith, C. B. Andrews of company refusal to let us have any clothing,
I and a company F man took them to though none of us had had a change
a hotel and remained with them. In since the rebels took all our surplus
about a week Lieut. Schofield recover- over a month before. But the boys
ed so he and his nurse went by a finally won, for on Aug. 18, the daily
chance conveyance to Bowling Green, papers had an order from the War
Lieut. Fox died Sept. 23, and Corporal Department that paroled prisoners
Byron Roath, Co. F, came with an should not bear arms for any purpose,
ambulance under a flag of truce and when this was shown to the colonel
took the body to Bowling Green. he consented to let the Orderly Ser-

Just as Fox died another party of geants draw clothing for the men.
rebels took comrade Andrews away After that our fare was good. Toss-
and kept him a prisoner four days j^g unlucky victims in a blanket was
in an old cotton gin. then paroled him one of the" pastimes, and one day be-

and he marched "single file" to Bowl- fore the trouble was settled the Ma-
ing Green. Alex. M. Bennett, Co. D, jor commanding our regiment tried

was one of the captured advance to stop it, when he was suddenly
guards. The enemy put him on a siezed and tost until he begged,
mule led by a kid rebel and hurried j petitioned Gov. Blair to get per-

them away; but when the fight began mission for us all to go home and
the mule took fright, broke away stay until exchanged and thus save
from its leader and ran away with our keeping. He replied he would try

Bennett into a thicket of brush where to do so, but urged us to be patient
he was knocked off. He ran and hid and stay there till orders came. (The
in a straw stack near by and remain- "Rebellion Records" show that Gov.
ed until after dark, then found his g]j^jj. (jid telegraph the Secretary of

way back to the pike and went on ^ar, asking to have the regiment
after his company. The other cap- ^^^^' ^o Detroit). But the time
tured guards were paroled the next dragged so that the men grad-
day and followed on. ^,^11^, slipned away by night on
On reaching Bowling Green, Ky.. p^ench leaVe until so few were left

the four companies were left to help ^-^^^ ^y chum, Henry Kenyon, and I

garrison that place, and occupied the decided to go too. We had to go to
principal fort on the hill in rear of ^ station about ten miles out to take
the town when the paroled men of

^^le train because the officers had
the other six companies joined them pieced guards at the depot and six
Nov. .3, 1862. miles out to keep our men from go-

Camp Chase to Nashville. ing on the cars. We arrived home

Camp Chase was located four miles Wednesday Sept 10, but on Monday

out of Columbus. Ohio, on a plain got news tjat the regiment was ex-

where the state had erected barracks changed and that all men inj-he state

to accommodate several thousand '«"«* J^port « Detroit where ^e

men as a rendezvous for organizing ^vent the next day. havmg enjoyed

new regiments. At the time of our only five days visit.

arrival, there was also a large prison At that time Kirby Smith was

there in which were several thousand threatening Cincinnati, and mi^^tia,

rebel prisoners guarded by state farmers and every one that had any

militia. The camp was also kind of guns were rushing to its de-

used to care for Federal f°nce. When we arrived at Camp
paroled prisoners, the Ninth be- Chqse Adjutant Duffield and Lieut,

ing among the early arrivals. Wright had gone to Covington with

The commander of the camp, all of our men, about sixty, who were
a Colonel Allister, at once or- put on guard near the front with poor

dered us to do our share of guns and no amunition! They got
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suspicious that they were not yet ex-

changed and Duffield left for Michi-
gan to see Gov. Blair about it.

One night about forty laid down
their guns and under the lead of Ser-
geant Bertrand of company G, who
secured a pass for the party, came
over to Cincinnati. Our party of

about twenty-five arrived the night
before; we were all being fed at a
city market house, where the citizens
were feeding everybody free that had
a gun or a uniform, and finally the
two parties were brought together by
some officers who had received notice
to arrest some Michigan men as de-

serters, and were placed in the city

barracks and all held alike as prison-
ers. I finally got out and went to

Maj. Gen. Wright, commander of all

the forces there, and explained the
matters to him, and after investigat-
ing it he coucluded the regiment was
not yet exchanged, and gave me next
day an order to take the men back
to Camp Chase, where we arrived
Sept. 25, to find Capt. Mansfield had
come.

In a few days positive orders of ex-

change came and we started south
under Capt. Mansfield, arriving at

Portland, four miles below Louisville,

Oct. 7, where Lieut. Wright and his
men joined us soon after. There we
were united with an "Independent
Battalion" (the boys called it the
"Mackrel Brigade"), of over twelve
hundred men belonging to various
regiments that had remained in Nash-
ville to hold that city. A Major Ray-
mond, of the 51st Illinois, acted as
Colonel, and Capt. Mansfield as Ma-
jor. The Ninth men were organized
into two companies of about fifty

men each, under command of Lieu-
tenants Hiram Barrows and Wright,
the only other officers present. For
lack of officers all the First Ser-

geants served as Lieutenants. The
Battalion was completely clothed,
armed and equipped like a new regi-

ment. It started on cars south Mon-
day night, Oct. 20, to help chase John
Morgan, who was then at Elizabeth-
town. Our men under Lieut. Bar-
rows were left at Salt River bridge
to strengthen the Home Guards there,

and when in about two miles of Eliza-

bethtown we overtook another train

with the 107th Illinois infantry on
board. All quietly left the cars and
formed line, sent skirmishers for-

ward, and as soon as day dawned wo

rushed into town. But the rebels had
fled, though Morgan had barely time
to dress, and our advance killed a
captain and wounded a captain and
four men of his escort. Our Batal-
ion bivouacked in the grove where
the Ninth formerly camped, and wait-
ed for the men left back, and for our
wagon train of forty wagons. Snow
fell there an inch deep Saturday
night, Oct. 25! Cars then ran only
to Munfordsville, w'here passengers
walked over Green River on a foot
bridge, and then took other cars from
Bowling Green—the large bridge
there not having been rebuilt after
its destruction by Bragg's men.

Our train having arrived we left

Elizabethtown on foot on Sunday
morning, Oct. 26, and reached Green
River at Munfordsville Monday eve-
ning. Thursday afternoon, Oct. 30,

we crossed the river single file on
planks placed on scows, and took the
cars to Cave City, where we had to

disembark to wait for other trains.

While waiting here the first through
train from Louisville arrived, Satur-
day, Nov. 1, with the new commander
of the army. Gen. Rosecrans, and staff

on board. His train had to wait al-

so. He got oif and our "Mackrels"
quickly formed in line and saluted
him, and he gave us a nice little

speech, after which we gave him
"three cheers and a tiger."

We arrived at Bowling Green by
cars Saturday evening, Nov. 1, and
joined the four companies of the
Ninth in the fort on the hill in rear
of town on Monday, Nov. 3rd. Our
100 men and three officers made the
whole force there of the Ninth 370
men, with two captains and five lieu-

tenants, under command of Capt.
Jenny, Major Fox having gone to

Michigan with the body of his son
killed at Tyree Springs. He got ap-

pointed colonel of the twenty-seventh
Michigan Infantry, and did not return.

Capt. Deland also became colonel of

the Michigan Sharpshooters.

General Rosecrans kept his head-

quarters at Bowling Green about two
weeks, and on Nov. 8 issued the fol-

lowing order: "Col. S. D. Bruce, with
four companies of the 9th Michigan
Infantry, four companies of the 2Sth

Kentucky Infantry, ten companies of

tlie 7th Kentucky Infantry, and the
Konrtli and Eighth Regiments of Ken-
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of rebels the country lying between
Green River and the Cumberland, and
the Louisville and Nashville Railroad
from Muhlenburg to Hopkinsville, and
stop contraband trade in that region.

By command of Maj. Gen. Rosecrans."
In a few days after our arrival at

Bowling Green another rumor got cir-

culated that we were not yet exchang-
ed, and there was no little excite-

ment. Many of the men refused to

go on duty. Telegrams were sent to

Col. Duffield and Gov. Blair at Detroit,

and to Washington; and official re-

ports now show that for some days
even the authorities at Washington
were "balled up" over the matter, as
they twice sent a dispatch that the
regiment was not yet exchanged, but
finally, on Nov. 11 a dispatch came
from Gen. Boyle at Louisville, saying
that the regiment was surely exchang-
ed, the order having been sent to him
from Washington. We had no more
trouble over that matter after that.

Nov. 23rd we were temporarily brig-

aded with the 2.3rd Michigan, and
104th, and 111th Ohio regiments with
Brig. Gen. Gordon Granger in com-
mand, and had several brigade drills.

We left Bowling Green Dec. 2,

marching on the pike, and arrived at

Edgefield, opposite Nashville, Dec. 5.

Tuesday, Dec. 16, Capt. Wilkinson,
company A, Capt. Rounds, company
B, Lieut. Curry, company K, and Ad-
jutant Duffield joined us. The next
day by order of Gen. Thomas we start-

ed back to Gallatin to garrison that
town, but while eating dinner at noon,
nine miles on the way, a messenger
arrived on a foaming horse with
an order from Gen. Rosecrans for us
to return, which aroused tumultuous
cheering, and we came back to Edge-
field. The next day we moved to four
miles south of Nashville on the
Franklin pike, camping near Rous-
seau's division. Saturday, Dec. 20,

Wilkinson received commission as
Major, and took command. It was
said that Capt. Loomis persuaded Gen.
Rosecrans to order us back from go-

ing to Gallatin on garrison duty, as-

suring him that the Ninth was a fight-

ing regiment, and he wanted it assign-
ed to the brigade he was in; but Gen.
Thomas chose otherwise.
The day before Christmas three

things happened that made great re-

joicing in the Ninth regiment. First,
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a Court of Inquiry into the affair at

Murfreesboro reported that the Ninth
not only did good fighting there, but
that soon after company D with oth-

ers badly repulsed Forrest near Mc-
Minnville, and that the four compan-
ies also repulsed him again at Tyree
Springs. It praised the Ninth, and
laid all the blame for the failures at

Murfreesboro on Col. Lester, whom
it cashiered. (The history, "Minne-
sota in the War," says that four oth-

er oflficers of the 3rd Minnesota were
dismissed for cowardice at Murfrees-
boro).

Second, in view of this report it

was reported that Gen. Thomas said

he had special duties for a regiment
that had repulsed Forrest three times.

Whether he did say that or not, we
got an order that day making the

Ninth his headquarters guard, and
we moved to near his tents two miles
nearer the city that afternoon.

Third, and greatest of all—Colonel
Parkhurst arrived that evening,
which made the boys fairly wild with
rejoicing. It was like a long absent
father returning to look after the wel-

fare of his family, and at once restor-

ed spirit and confidence to the men
of the regiment.

Now notice the changes brought
about in six months:—Gen. Nelson,

who cursed and abused us at La-
vergne, was dead—killed for his

abusiveness; Gen. Buell, who so mis-

represented and maligned us in his

orders, was dismissed from command
of the army for greater "incompeten-
cy and bad conduct" than was shown
by any one at Murfreesboro; and the
Court of Inquiry cashiered Col. Les-

ter, the real culprit in the disaster.

Col. Parkhurst and the Ninth were
vindicated and honored, and there is

no doubt that if our beloved Colonel
Duffield had not been so prematurely
disabled from the service, he would
have been given a Star with a prom-
inent command.

The report of the Court of Inquiry
was so favorable that Gen. Thomas
at once appointed Lieut. Col. Park-
hurst (soon after promoted to Colo-

nel), Provost Marshal of the 14th Ar-

my Corps, which Thomas commanded,
and the regiment was made provost
guards of the corps. Thus all our
malignant enemies had been disgrac-

ed and punished, and Col. Parkhurst
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and the Ninth vindicated and honored
by promotions.
Prom this time on the Ninth al-

ways camped near Gen. Thomas'
Headquarters, whether at night on
marches, or in permanent camps. It

guarded his office and tents, his sup-
ply train of 25 to 40 wagons, guarded
prisoners on the battle field and on
trains, and stopped our own strag-
glers, and was the police of his com-
mand.

The Stone River Campaign.

Under Generals Anderson, Sherman
and Buell the army was called "Army
of the Ohio," but under Rosecrans it

was changed to "Army of the Cumber-
land."

On Friday, Dec. 26, 1862, this army
began its movement against Bragg at
Murfreesboro. The Ninth moved south
a little on the Franklin pike, and then
crossed through fields to the Nolen-
ville pike and marched four miles
south and camped for the night. Dec.
27 we went one mile south of No-
lenville and camped, being sixteen
miles from Nashville. It rained all

day and the muddy roads were so bad
that some of our wagons did not
reach us till two o'clock at night,
and some of the companies had no ra-

tions for supper. Crossed over a mill
dam single file on planks and timbers.

Sunday, Dec. 28, we came back two
miles and marched on a dirt road
across eight miles to the Murfrees-
boro pike which we struck two miles
south of Lavergne, and went south
to within ten miles of Murfreesboro.
Col. Parkhurst's diary agrees exactly
with mine in these dates, routes and
distances, and Capt. B. H. Stevens
and Comrade Frank Lester say their
diaries show that we were on
the Nolenville pike on Dec. 27. So
the records that credit the Ninth as
fighting at Lavergne, Tenn., Dec. 27.

1862, are wrong. The regiment was
eight to twelve miles from there on
another pike that day. The Ninth
was never in a fight at Lavergne,
though it had two narrow escapes
north of there the next week.
Wednesday, Dee. 81, the great

battle of Stone River began
at day-break. Our right wing
was crushed-, and soon our de-
feated men came by the hundreds to
cross Overall's Creek on the Murfrees-
boro pike where there was the only

bridge saved by our men in advanc-
ing. Sergeant E. A. Burnett, company
B, was the first to see the panic
stricken men coming, and he rallied
his company to stop them. But the
Colonel soon deployed the regiment
across the road in rear of the bridge,
letting them come over, and extend-
ed the line to the right and left to
the creek, and thus stopped about 5,-

000 men, including cavalry, infantry
and artillery. After noon we marched
them all back across the bridge. Soon
after the rebel cavalry got in our rear
and came there to gobble us and burn
the bridge, but the cavalry and artil-

lery that we had stopped opened on
them furiously and drove them away,
capturing and killing about forty. Be-
fore night all these stragglers were
sent to their respective regiments.
The Ninth received special praise in

general orders for thus saving so
many men to again join their regi-

ments and help in the fight.

In his official report Colpnel Park-
hurst said: "On the morning of the
31st of December the battle was open-
ed by the enemy attacking General
Rosecrans' right, which was under
the immediate command of Major
General McCook ,and the attack was
made with such force as to put our
forces on the right to rout and utter-

ly demoralize them, and a general
stampede was the result. Teamsters,
army transportation, cavalry and in-

fantry came rushing in confusion and
terror, and it seemed that the whole
army had broken and was rushing
to the rear and for the Nashville Pike.
My regiment being in the rear of the
center of the line of battle and at the
bridge over Overall's Creek on the
Nashville Pike, and believing that the
fate of the army depended upon
checking the stampede and stopping
the fleeing and frightened troops, 1

at once put the regiment in line of
battle extending either side of the
pike, with fixed bayonets, with flank-

eds extending on either flank, and
with orders to stop everything but
wounded men. I had barely time to

form when our cavalry rushed upon
my line with great force and like men
making a desperate charge, and it

was with the utmost difficulty that

we were enabled to check the first

charge made upon o>ir line, but by a
free use of the sabre and tlie l);iyonet

we were enabled to hold the first rush
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of the cavalry; then came infantry,

then more cavalry, but by this time
I had succeeded in organizing the
fleeing cavalry and forming them in

line on our flanks, and in placing sev-

eral pieces of fleeing artillery in po-

sition.

I now had a force of about two
thousand cavalry and about three
thousand infantry, and eleven pieces
of artillery in position, and all or-

ganized from the stampeded and de-

moralized troops of our army. At
this juncture the rebel cavalry fol-

lowing our routed army made a
charge upon my advanced lines,

which was handsomely repulsed by
the cavalry I had organized from the
troops which but a few minutes pre-

viously had given way in despair and
were fleeing for dear life. After the
repulse of the rebel cavalry our cav-
alry pursued the enemy till he reach-
ed the woods to the right of the pike;
and soon after a brigade under com-
mand of Colonel Walker, of the 31st
Ohio, came to my aid from Stewart's
Creek, and immediately set to work
organizing the stragglers and sending
them under a guard, from the 9th
Michigan Infantry, to their commands
as fast as their locations were dis-

covered. For this service the 9th
Michigan Infantry received a very
flattering mention by Major General
Thomas in his report of the battle
of Slone River. I feel, and have no
hesitancy in saying, that had not the
9th Michigan Infantry by her deter-
mined courage checked the stampede
of the right wing of General Rose-
crans' army on the morning of the
31st of December, the demoralization
would have extended to the whole
army, the battle of Stone River would
have resulted in the defeat of the
Federal arms, and General Rose-
crans would have been compelled to
fall back to Nashville."
At nine o'clock that night we

marched onto the battle ground, hear-
ing the pitiful groans of hundreds of
wounded, making us realize the hor-
rors and inhuman savagery of war. It

was very cold, which must have added
greatly to the suffering of the wound-
ed. We did not sleep much lying on
the ground among the cedars, for at
three o'clock the next morning, Jan.
1, 1863, we were aroused and started
for Nashville to guard a train. After
we had gone a few miles north of La-
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vergne, Wheeler with about 3,000 reb-

el cavalry attacked a wagon train be-

hind us, and burned about 75 wagons.
A part of the train not captured stam-
peded onto our rear, and nearly de-

moralized our teamsters; but the Col.

onel formed the regiment across the
road and stopped them, and then we
waited in line of battle some time ex-

pecting the rebels to attack us. But
they did not, but went back and at-

tacked the Michigan Engineers who
were building a stockade at Lavergne.
The Engineers had only an abatis of

brush around them, but they with-

stood seven assaults of the rebels,

who then retreated, having lost forty

or fifty killed and wounded. We ar-

rived safely in Nashville and went to

our former camp at eight p. m., hav-
ing marched thirty miles that day.

Saturday, Jan. 3, started back with
train. When nine miles south a lady
in a covered carriage came out of

the woods on our right and told the
colonel that Wheeler's whole force

was just over the hill lying in wait for

us. Corporal B. A. Roath, Company F,

had captured a nice horse the day be-

fore, and the colonel sent him as a
scout ahead of the advanced guard.

He got too far ahead when eight reb-

els fired at him from the bushes. One
bullet wounded his horse in the neck,
another went through his saddle, a
third cut away his canteen, and a
fourth badly tore his coat under the
right arm. Of course he surrendered,
and was taken to where the rebels

were congregated, and it looked to

him as if there were eight thousand
of them! They did not molest us, but
about two hours afterwards a long
train with amunition came along and
they attacked that furiously, Roath
being a witness to the fight. But the
rebels did not know that a whole
brigade was guarding that train, and
they got unmercifully whipped, with
many killed and wounded. Roath and
about thirty others were paroled and
reached Nashville the next day.
When we arrived at Lavergne the

Michigan Engineers were again ex-

pecting an attack, and we stayed with
them over an hour, but none came.
The Ninth no doubt escaped a fight

on both those occasions because the

rebels were looking for bigger game.
We arrived at the front late in the
evening and found Gen. Thomas
about where we left him, and bivou-



30

acked the best we could in the mud,
rain and cold, gathering cedar twigs
to help keep us out of the water;
but the most of us were drowned out
before morning. Just before dark the
rebels made their final desperate as-

sault on our left, but were terribly
slaughtered by fifty-seven pieces of
artillery concentrated against them.
Sunday both armies were rather quiet.

Monday, Jan. 5, it was learned that
the rebels had evacuated the city and
fled south, and the army moved in.

We passed over a part of the battle
field and the ground was covered
with the dead of both sides.

Col. Parkhurst wrote to his sister
that day that "It was the proudest
day of his life when he was permitted
to enter, with his regiment at the
head of a victorious army, the town,
where, but a few months before, they
had been made prisoners." And the
regiment was permitted to go into its

old camp in Manny's Grove, which we
did with much cheering.

After the battle Frank Lester
wrote, "The town is full of wounded
men and the rebel wounded died by
the hundreds at first for lack of med-
icines and surgeons; but we soon aid-

ed them, and also supplied them with
rations."
During the winter and spring of

1863 the Ninth had to perform heavy
guard duty at headquarters and
guarding government property, so
that at times some men had to go
on every other day. In addition to

that forty men were mounted under
command of Adjutant Duffield or
Lieut. Hull (changing), who did police
duty for the whole army around Mur-
freesboro, arresting drunken and dis-

orderly men, who were sent to their
regiments with instructions from Col.

Parkhurst that they be properly pun-
ished "By command of Maj. Gen.
Thomas." The boys soon humorously
named them the "Forty Thieves."
On January 25, I wrote, "Our regi-

ment went foraging last Tuesday, and
again Wednesday, passing through
whore our Right Wing (McCook's)
was driven back and lost so heavily
on the first day of the battle of Stone
River. To see the effects of that bat-
tle one wonders how a single man
escaped. The underbrush was liter-

ally mowed down by bullets, the large
trees did not have a space as large
as one's hand free from scars, and

I saw trees from all sizes up to eigh-
teen Inches in diameter cut down by
bullets, shot and shell."

Comrade Frank Lester wrote to his
folks about this same trip, "I saw
trees eighteen inches in diameter
that had been cut down by cannon
balls."

Again on Jan. 29, "Our regiment
went our foraging east of the Nash-
ville pike. We passed over the bat-
tle field where our Center fought,
and saw the same work of destruction
as mentioned last week about our
Right Wing."

Again, Feb. 8, "We used to think
13 to 16 miles was a good day's march,
but last Thursday we arose at four
o'clock, got breakfast and went with
two other regiments and two guns
of Church's (Coldwater) Battery and
200 wagons twelve miles out north-
east on the Liberty pike; loaded all

our wagons with forage and returned
at 8:30 p. m., making 24 miles through
mud, and fording two rivers. But my!
we were tired!"

Again, Feb. 14, "Our last foraging
trip was in rear of our extreme Left
where the rebel cavalry frequently at-

tacked our foraging parties, and had
sometimes captured a few wagons,
and so we went three regiments
strong. Today the Ninth went alone
in search of forage in a safer locality.

We went eight miles northwest on the
Nashville pike, then five miles east,

and had the luck to find enough at
one rebel plantation to fill all of our
thirth wagons. While loading them
some cavalry appeared in the dis-

tance. Thinking they were rebels we
quickly formed in line of battle and
they did the same. Then they slowly
approached us and when near enough
each discovered that both wore the
Blue. The "lumps" in our throats
went down! It rained the most of the
day, and the twenty-six miles' march
through mud and wading streams, in-

cluding Stone River after dark when
returning, kept us busy until 8:30
p. m., and you can bet we were soak-
ing wet, cold and tired!"

The Liberty Raid.

On Monday morning, April 27, a
large part of the regiment and two
companies of the 37th Indiana, in all

about ^no men, with 54 wagons, start-

ed for Liberty, a village 20 miles
south(>ast. Wo niarehod 22 miles



and camped that night on ground
where a rebel cavalry force had
camped the night before. When we
reached Liberty near noon the next
day we found General Wagner's and
Colonel Starkweather's brigades
there. They had just arrived from
McMinnville which had just been cap-

tured by General Reynold's Division,

to which they belonged. They ex-

pressed surprise that so few men
were sent into such a dangerous lo-

cality. We went after a large amount
of bacon and some forage that had
been found, but more especially to

rescue a large number of loyal fami-
lies (nearly 200 people in all), who
had been so pillaged by the rebels as
1o be in a starving condition. It was
a pitiful sight to see feeble old men
and women, and younger women and
children haggard from hunger, and so
destitute for clothing and other com-
forts. The most of their men were
in our army, largely in Colonel
Stoke's Tenn. Cavalry, which came
with Wagner, and helped us to gather
the people in from a circle of three
or four miles around, for which pur-

pose the train and men were divided
into four parties. All these assembled
at a point four miles towards Mur-
freesboro about ten o'clock Wednes-
day, and started for Murfreesboro via
Milton on a road farther to the north
and supposed to be safer; one brig-

ade going before and the other be-

hind us and the wagon train, the
cavalry keeping with the train, and
also scouting. When we arrived
Thursday noon, April 30, everybody
was surprised, because it had been
reported that we were all captured;
and on the last two mornings our
whole army had stood at arms be-

cause the rebels were so active in

front. But they made no attacks, and
were quiet again.
Card playing was most resorted to

for whiling away the monotony of carr^^

life, but during these warm spring
evenings, as there were several vio-

lins in camp, the boys engaged in

stag dances in our smooth streets.

No little part of the fun was caused
at times to distinguish which were
the "ladies." One evening the offi-

cers got a lot of negroes from town
1o give us a sample of negro "shin
digs."

In the early spring Capt. Connely
went to Michigan and found that base
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ball was becoming a popular game,
and so he brought back a supply of

balls, bats and bases and a copy of

the rules. The officers organized two
clubs and did some playing, but we
developed no Ty Cobbs before the

army began the Chickamauga advance
on June 24, and I never saw any ball

playing in the army after that.

During all of this spring Lieut. Col-

onel Von Schrader, Inspector Gener-
al on Gen. Thomas' staff pitched his

tent in our beautifully shaded camp.
He was a thorough German soldier,

an expert swordsman and an all-

around athlete, and for several weeks
he drilled the officers mornings be-

fore breakfast in sword drills, "set-

ting up" exercises, and some took
boxing lessons. His drills were very
beneficial to us in developing muscle
and agility. His "setting up" exer-

cises were of his own devising and
not in print. So one day I copied his

orders and instructions as he was go-

ing through the drill, and later he had
it published in pamphlets for the use
of the army. I still have that original

"copy" for his pamphlet.
Aside from ignorance of sanitation

which killed more than twice as many
men as were lost in battle, intemper-
ance was the greatest bane of the
army. As is usually the case, drunk-
enness caused nearly all of the "dis-

orderly conduct" in camp. The pity

was that it was not confined to a
minority of the enlisted men, but too

many officers were equally as bad,

and in too many cases drunken offi-

cers caused disasters in battle. The
time will come when only sober men
will be wanted in the army, just as
only sober men are now allowed to

run our locomotives.
Nearly every company contained

one or more jokers—men who seemed
to never get tired, never got "blue,"

and seemed to need only "half ra-

tions" of sleep. No day's march was
so tedious that they could not at its

close dance a jig, sing a song, tell a
story or crack a joke. They were the
last ones to go to sleep and the first

ones to wake up. Even on the battle

field their witty tongues were not al-

ways silent, and no doubt they were
"blessings in disguise" for the spirit

of the army.
On Feb. 12 a little incident occur-

red that was quite important to the
writer—he was appointed Second
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Lieutenant and assigned to Company
F, and soon after the company pre-
sented him a beautiful sword, belt and
sash, which he still keeps in grateful
remembrance of the men of Company
F. First Lieut. Ephriam Marble made
the presentation speech. He was a
veteran of the Mexican war, having
served in the 15th U. S. Infantry, and
at this time was acting Commissary
of the regiment. He was later on
Gen. Thomas' staff as Assistant Com-
missary of the Fourteenth Corps. He
and Major Jenny are the only original
officers of the regiment living in June,
1913.

Wednesday, June 3rd, the regiment
joined General Negley's Division in
large fields east of the town and was
reviewed by General Rosecrans.
Serg't Charles M. Bertrand, Company
G, had made a light frame for his
knapsack that made it set so square
on his shoulders that it attracted Gen.
Rosecran's attention. He stopped
and inquired his name, company and
regiment, complimented him for the
neat appearance of his knapsack and
his whole personal equipment, and
suggested to the regiment to imitate
him. Such kind noticing of enlisted
men was characteristic of General
Rosecrans.

Tullahoma and Forward.

The Ninth started with the army on
the Tullahoma campaign June 24,
1863. It immediately began to rain,
and continued nearly every day for
two weeks, making the roads almost
impassible for men, wagons and ar-
tillery, and swelling the streams so
they were more difficult to cross.
Thomas went out on the Manchester
Pike, and that afternoon Wilder of
the Left Wing of our army took the
enemy by surprise and captured Hoo-
ver's Gap after a brisk fight, which
the rebels tried in vain to recapture
the next day. Mc Cook's men on the
Right Wing captured Liberty Gap, a
similar strong position, which the reb-
els also tried to retake the next day.
These two strong positions were the
right and left keys to Bragg's strongly
fortified position at Tullahoma, and
as our army began to close in on his
flanks. Gen. Thomas learned July 1st
that Bragg was retreating.
Thomas started in pursuit via Man-

chester, but at Elk river the rebels
had burned the bridge which so delay-

ed us that on July 2nd Bragg was
safely going over the mountains into
the Tennessee valley, to finally con-
centrate at Chattanooga.
The Ninth then went into a camp

with Gen. Thomas in a beautiful grove
near Decherd, Tenn. Here a new du-
ty developed. The hundreds of re-

covered sick and wounded men now
returning from northern hospitals
every day were all sent to Col. Park-
hurst who detailed members of the
"Forty" (who were supposed to know
the position of every regiment) to

pilot them to their various regiments.
We also built a "bull pen" about

25 feet square by standing fence rails

close together on end in a trench. In-

to that all the "drunk and disorder-
lies" of the army so luckless as to be
nabbed by the vigilent "Forty" (our
mounted men) were taken during
each day and evening where they
were kept till next forenoon, when
one of the "Forty" took each man to

his regiment with an order to the
colonel to properly punish him. "By
order of Gen. Thomas; J. G. Park-
hurst, Provost Marshal." Thus the
army was disciplined.

Monday, Aug. 17, the Ninth began
with the army moving over the moun-
tains for the south. It was tedious
work getting wagons and artillery up
the steep, poor roads, but we finally

reached Bolivar Springs, two miles
east of Stevenson, Ala., Aug. 21. Com-
pany C was sent onto a mountain
about a mile northeast to help estab-
lish and guard a signal station.

One morning while camped here
the writer applied through the colonel
for an appointment in a negro regi-

ment, was at once ordered by General
Thomas before an examining board
consisting of Gen. Beatty (for many
years member of congress from Ohio
after the war), a Colonel and Major.
then in session at Stephenson, two
miles away to where he walked, and
from one to six o'clock that afternoon
was kept in a "sweat box" by ques-
tions from those three officers. When
through the Major privately assured
him that he had passed a first class
examination and would receive an
appointment. It came October 15
from General Rosecrans as a Captain,
with an order to report to the 13th
U. S. Colored Infantry, then organiz-
ing at Nashville. Lieut. James N.
Wallace also went with me as cap-





JOHN G. PARKHURST, in 1865

Lieut. Colonel and Colonel of the Ninth. Brevet Brig. General;

Marshal General, Department of the Cumberland



,4 P

E 13
O J2

Z >;

- S

]0
If ml'' L





33

tain. If our first officers liad been ready over, and so tlie balance of the
subjected to as rigid an examination corps is rushing to his aid. Gen Rose-
as we were, half of them would have crans moved his headquarters to

stayed at home. Chattanooga today.
Thursday, Sept. 3, we marched to The Ninth remained in camp wait-

the Tennessee river and waited for ing for the corps to cross the moun-
the engineers to lay a pontoon bridge, tain until 10 o'clock Sunday, Sept. 13,

It was over 1,200 feet across the riv- when, after many hours of hard work
er here, and it took sixty boats to we got the train up, and crossed over,
reach across. They laid the bridge it being about five miles across by the
in just four hours and twenty min- route we took to Cooper's Gap (the
utes, and the Ninth was the first to most of the corps went down at
cross on it. Marched seventeen miles Steven's Gap, a shorter route) where
up on the south side of the river, we descended and marched southward
and turned to the right up a small up Chattanooga Valley about two
valley into Raccoon Mountain, and miles to near Steven's Gap 26 miles
camped long after dark near Moore's south of Chattanooga and camped by
Spring. The day had been terribly Gen. Thomas. About 10 o'clock that
hot and dusty, and we were a tired evening Col. Parkhurst gave a warm
lot, and we did not know but we were supper to Generals Rosecrans and
all alone in the valley; but about nine Garfield, Charles A. Dana, Ass't Sec-
o'clock to our surprise a band on top retary of War, and several of their
of the mountain began to play "The staff officers, all of whom were de-
Star Spangled Banner," and as the lighted by the unexpected feast,

music rang out through the still Sept. 14 was a quiet day in our vi-

night and echoed down the valley cinity, but there was some skirmish-
thousands of soldiers both in the val- ing at the front, and tlie armies were
ley and on the mountain began to concentrating. Gen. Rosecrans re-

cheer, and I never heard that tune mained with Gen. Thomas all day.
when it was more thrilling and in- Gen. Negley sent 25 prisoners to the
spiring. Other national airs soon fol- Ninth that he had captured the two
lowed and the thousands of weary previous days of skirmishing; and,
soldiers bivouacking there soon for- unfortunately for the writer, I was of-

got the weary day's marching. ficer of the guard and stayed up with
It was slow and tedious work get- them all night, and then started on a

ting wagon trains up the mountains hard day's march without any rest or
when teams had to be doubled, and sleep.

in many cases men with long ropes Tuesday, Sept. 15, Company F was
helped to pull them up. The Ninth sent with twenty-five prisoners and
had to give others the precedence, nine wagons to Stevenson, Ala., for
and we went into camp the next day rations for Gen. Thomas' headquar-
only four miles on top of the moun- ters. One prisoner, an old man
tain near a mill that was run by a nam.ed Powell, who lived on Lookout
creek. Raccoon Mountain was about Mountain, cut his throat with a dull
eight miles across here, fairly level, jackknife just before we reached his
and there were occassional cleared home, and not believing he would
patches with log huts occupied by live, we left him there, but sent a
"poor white trash." message to have our doctor come and

Sunday, Sept. 6, we went down the treat him, which was done, and when
mountain at Brown's Spring, and went we returned he was improving. We
into camp within three miles of Tren- had many experiences and adventures
ton, in Lookout Valley, near Gen. on this trip, but nothing serious until
Thomas, where we remained several returning.
days. Wednesday, Sept. 9, we march- AH day Sunday, Sept. 20, the second
ed up Lookout Valley five miles to day of the Battle of Chickamauga, we
Easley's. The 10th we marched about were returning with our train up
five miles to the head of Johnson's Lookout Valley, in hearing of the can-
Crook where all of the 14th Corps nonading. We should have gone the
crossed over Lookout Mountain. En- other way, northward to Chattanooga,
emy reported to be concentrating in but our orders were to return to the
force bevond this mountain, threaten- place where we started. We arrived
Ing Negley's Division which was al- in Johnson's Crook that evening and
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were all the forenoon Monday getting
the train up the mountain, as teams
had to be doubled and oive wagon
taken at a time, and men also push-
ing behind.

It is about four miles across the
mountain here, and as we were about
to go down at Cooper's Gap at three
o'clock three regiments of cavalry
came rushing up like bees swarming
from a hive. They had been defeated
by Wheeler's cavalry, and lost all

their forty wagons and about 200 men.
We immediately turned our train

northeast towards Chattanooga, 24

miles away, all the cavalry deserting
us but two companies who held the
Gap and killed seven rebels when
they tried to come up. The colonel
commanding the cavalry ordered us
to burn the wagons and save the
mules, but we refused, though we ex-

pected the rebels would soon over-

take us, for there were two other
passes where they could come up the
mountain. Our wagons were loaded
with rations for Gen. Thomas's head-
quarters, and we resolved to not aban-
don them—if captured we would go
with them. But the cavalry waited
for us towards nignt, and we felt

safer. I never experienced such a
hot and dusty march before nor
since, but you can bet we made fast

time, expecting an attack by the reb-

els every minute. The road on the
mountain top was fairly level, but in

places the mountain was so narrow
that one could look down into the
valley each side, and in other places
varying to three miles, well timbered,
except an occasional cleared patch
and log dwelling.
The cavalry left us soon after dark,

but we did not reach the north end
of the mountain where the road goes
down until after midnight. It was
about a mile down the mountain by
the most crooked road I ever saw.
Wagons frequently tipped over at the
short turns and had to be uprighted
"by main strength" and reloaded.
About two o'clock three overturned
at once and we gave up, discouraged
and exhausted, and sent the teams
down to hunt for water. But some
signal officers soon came down saying
the rebels would be on the mountain
there by daylight. So we sent for

the teams, reloaded the wagons, and
by hard work reached the foot of

Lookout at daybreak, Tuesday morn-

ing, Sept. 22, 1862, just as the head
of our army was coming in from the
battle field. (If you hear any one say
that our army was defeated at Chick-
amauga just remind them that
Thomas held his positions all day
Monday, Sept. 21, unmolested, and
then quietly retired and took posses-
sion of Chattanooga, which was the
object of the campaign.)
We crossed Chattanooga creek

and bivouacked to rest and get break-
fast, but before we had finished to

our surprise the army had thrown up
a line of breastworks in our front, and
another line in our rear. So we pull-

ed out and went into the city and soon
found our regiment. They were de-
lighted to see us for they had conclud-
ed that we were all captured. The
rebel flag floated from Pulpit Rock,
the brink of Lookout, soon after we
got into town. From Monday morn-
ing to Tuesday morning company F
had marched over thirty miles besides
getting our train up and down the
mountain, had taken no time to rest,

eat or sleep, and nearly suffocated
from dust and suffered much from
thirst. But we saved the train with
Gen. Thomas' rations!

Battle of Chlckamauga.

Our story left the regiment with
General Thomas near Steven's Gap on
the morning of Sept. 15. That day
Gen. Rosecrans left our camp, and
near evening Gen. McCook and staff

camped by us. His corps crossed
Lookout 17 miles further south, and
was now hastening north to join in

the coming struggle.
It was all quiet near us during the

16th. Sept. 17th the regiment moved
with the train north to Dickey's post-
office on the Chattanooga Valley Road.
Friday, the 18th, the regiment moved
with train east to Crawfish Springs,
where it remained over night. Com-
rade Frank Lester says that on that
evening a detail of two men from
each company took the headquarters
train and started down the Chatta-
nooga Valley Road for Chattanooga,
where, after an all night tedious
march, they arrived the next morning,
and camped on the bank of the Ten-
nessee River. Col. Parkhurst does
not mention this.

All night long of the l<Slh Thomas's
coips was moving northward in rear
of Crittenden's corps, making its


