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| the 2dihitlie grand army woved lrom o feant

1 wing] wae' thieatened.

| furtalily honsed in warm winter quuriers, buils

J amilingetmmunlby, their nnoesiial servanls ot

[ manfs.” . It 'wag {ive days Uefore enough of

4 imding labors, in bringpg up the hnmongy ar-

1} wnd eannon hod Yiteraily to'ba lifted eut of the
| marsbes - and jwimont. corrigd - by the hunds 'of

{
L fortuna-to ba - at onee aad ol that spot restley.
gil @ Qur fleld wasto o' lost oculy with aui.
0

Enilles oF Stone Rl
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Mu. Eorron: T'sue in the eastern Dlustrat- |
dipapers ‘spiritéd cuts of " Sunfa (lavs, jn
|y AzmyP-sthe Tddy sajdt. dispensing, all |
Eindé of good chiver and ‘flenty - vhrolzh the'
i egmiortuble camps of the Putomage, © Let me|’
Tédeedi T old ' promive to ocessinually -eons.
ribote; by giving yooa glimpse of Chiistmas |
|40 the army of the Wost. And T thick Ly way
|'of introduerion, that there.is & vast difference "
inpointof contfort ded luxury belwesn the |
Brinies thot rest ob the Atlantic and the Missts-.
aippl, .dnd'w difference thutl, purhips, carries in
1t thiz sgetet of the.suceess: wiiich ever crowns
thelutter, " Qi by & thousand- miles from
| homhe—with enly sprsmodie meil connection
witli glmogt nothing beyond the army ration,
to eat, wod oflén fiot that—with ne furloughs
or home-trips—deprived evén of hospital ac-
commedytich on their bleak wod barren batfle-
fie)ds—our toil-tésted nng pufforing volunteeis
Jdiaye, by thelr very privativns hecome the |.
Heroes of a'dueding sorvles of ‘brillionl com-.
\pajgne., .o o T S
..Bul to patticulars, The scason of: Clmipt: |,
meg. just passed, hallowed by tho eternal as §,
sdciation - of pene and pood will, lias beery to |
| $hes ey of Gen. Tosecrans a period of trial, |,
Surmoil wnd -enduranes that caw mppen Rit |
|
4
[
|

gnee o g lifelime.  The decada from Decem-
1¥ vrotded with sulfering and “Xposure.  On

pf-Mnahvllie on* to -Murtteesbove, the fhres
JLropb corps,; ench on its own road, and all con-
iverging lothe beleyguerved town. A strong |
régerve followed in the cenlre, which wap
| Bhiftdd frbm right to 16N, us onaor Lhe othor

y iIa‘rE comuaeneeil o)
truLithe battle.  While the rebels were ¢om- |

With | tubslantiel stone. fireplaces, awmong n |,

Dind-—gitr ‘grmy ndéc o hienvy rabi lusting |
Tetendily for days, and varied only by A rosring’
plorm, wag slowly, through mud and wator |
fiplting it way down to the hosiile ontreyohs

troopa to régularly bfwen the eirgrgemnent could |,
be mausted, bofore the. town, sod all this tme
was congymed 1o the.inost exhaustive and fa-

tillery:nid Supply troive, At ilmed the wagons

the-soldiers,, Might marches werdshe stand:
dng ordetl, ot lengt foF the veserves, and o cols
utn, freqUently sjpent ten hows of daploess in |
milking. half ns-mony miles. Oh,- how wa
donged _throughy those -wenry and  hop8less
Dights: for the Lotless Oghilng, the dendliest
charges,  to jut an end to this prostraling and
wrelchied sluvery. S L
S AL lgb it oome,  -After hosvy proliminary
shivmisling - o' Moaday  and | Tnesday,
‘Wednesday evoning's son—{bé lnst of thu
Yenr-—wont-down on s o bmdly defepted and
sluightored irmy;  Dtivon fuur milos back,
our, tight-wing- - diddgtronsly tunaed,  our bLil-
Jusy, deapoiled, our unnambiored.dead and four
thouspud living In-the lmnds® of the snemy—
mash srmies would have thoiight  thewmselves
-Geaten,: bl for us it wos only. 2 terfible miss

selvey, ~ 1 think every privale, overy. boy, folt
that. . There, on thel distinl night—that ros-
ty, bleak Ductmbor night—withvnt ankets,
withoul collee ormeat, withoul a solliney g,
) (for-wo ‘dnrell ot to make thew,) Gmong
thouspnds of -their comrades demd, wr whyt
WIS, WOT8E; 1y g—oul, mend threw thp:-au‘]ves
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without o murindr or & whine, on the bare
-frozen ground sud elept, wailing for the com-
[Ang. ol the morjngr—wid thal mermiog. an-
| chiwered by & single Tay of hope 1 felt wppal-
ed there 8t Lo iravery of -man—I1 did homugo
at that awinl afint to the unpomed and gonat-
lewd hoross,  Next moming most probibly
mennt death; but mot o mun wept or flinghod,
L1 wue:flghiting pure and simple, robbyd of all
ils wdventtions plory, there wig aothing fo
xcite, othing to stlmulats, sive desperation,
| Tiadarrals of Clheplin Hills and Shilol  were
puling. © Y1 wad batilo, bul the battle of the
j vanquished with their . flushed and coutdent
viotors. ' ‘
|: - On Thuraday, with compressed lips sod
| bruced: nerves,” we silently took up cur line.
-1 cannot el hore the Hislery -of {he long
howe of those buttle-crowded duys—engage-
menis which, in the days of Revolutionery
story, would have niado their lenders {umo,
fend bluzoied -throngh time in school-booka
{ond minstrelsy, wero here meroly egfuirs of
'Oolonet do_and'se.” Many o bloody onset wus
only n reconnvisance. Sufllce it, on thot day
we held our ground, and gained o {ow rods.
On Priday we atendily pushed our lines over
the red mire of thi clolled corn -And colton
fields, and on Batarday, in black darkhesy,
and under o driving tetnpest we- stormed thi
tngh entronchment, wod swepbiho Suctunting
Meld, -~ 0
r , - To'tie roadity ~world the. tnking Slurlrees.
o, tho 'western wook of bottles, doublless
menmg - brilliant and glowing sehicvemenl. |
| "Plié gonventional iden ia,; -1 -doubt not, larzely
| ooinposed of blue-and gold: aniforms, hdeeph.
| alic; dherges; middening. masic, snshes; ban-)
fa plitimos, aiid 8! goneral eXplosiol of wmll-
|itiiry theatrieals. Tn. ronlity, it wng n Conlest
olaulloring, w (vigl of enduratce. . We' fagged
|0t thes ‘Bouthern 1leod. Coming lp the flaldy
MWword out | aid; prostrated, §towds: i wnegual
{ sitife 15 ocudition as’ wall 08 ‘in numbers, but
“lie sturdy - Northern - yeomen hall made up.
il mihdg ro-stay -thero, and: did; . till st lnst
"thfiiuipémuus ghivalry, weary of hurling them-

pbves ' ion . y humin - wall, éould"sfand’ it no
dongercand flad, L L Yt e e
. The sprce botween the 'town aid our lines-
ag won inch by inch, crnwlingsgw, and now
harying whrongh nsheet: of fiame. " Many o
ruvenn fell merely ingnining a'fow [urrows.
‘ALl thie ared of Firife Wns, coyored- by sharp-
{ glidotars,. anel in. thédin, pf gonllict their rifles
-were imaeen nnd npiseloss messengars. of death.
A ponvilsive plonge, and'n strelched covpse |
with n littlo'red spotin’ the forcliead. told. tho )
tile, - Somebiedyzhad fillen, 44 NNCORSCIONS RS
‘Lis neighlors of'tile diréction pf the, Tarl hall.
' eotighting’ ground, for the nost parid
i fidlds, 'was anolo deep M mud,- op
sworsals: WOkdkeing wus no more an. jmpettions),
idnshy bisk 44 sipidy murch into, the jaws:of
deathii i 20n Ty’ slippery,; swilming.growng, b
76 hal to.¢pt and slech.  In ihe:centre thaap.- 1
shctes wernicovered by trénches dug seerét-,
i ocoupled Dy night " Theed; of onrse, |
{idet $he rajn béonm gepina Lew
ot with edld gpd Qrey. watex, buf in- them |.
1 Bt day Joy out indomitable troops, re-
| libving "each atheév, regiment by regiment, in |
| the night. - Too low t stnnd npin, 407 Wet to |
sit down in, the wretehed oceupantsghad to re-
1ain bentand steained, drto knééloverthighs |
in water, - A ‘single ‘peep -oyer -the embank-

All :th%uugﬂm

&
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{ phant,

1nent was a'signal for ;iiioigﬁ'-‘hulleté.‘ T onr -

£yes, sclentific warfare is simply torturg, -

- ‘To compléte the acene,-the resr wos'cat of, .
| 80d privisions pive ont - ¥ :
-about on€ear tu four men per doy—was lssued
to, iLe- t1oops, and -the splendid fighting of
i_F dny. wes made on that novel diet. 1 saw
-horges one hour dead, nestly carved to &
shelgton—all gone to stegks.  Hord crackers,

- mesi-porki-and clean Water were the delicecies .

 of -the semson. -

Piivation of every kind and degrae was the -

- fantuse, of e atriggle and the lever of vieto-
Ix. . Dirty, wind celored, Iwnpry, ehivering
mexi did'the swork, end pussed through fith o
glory, What rends Vike anr intoxicaling sue-
Geibiwas a-hard-carned  and luborious sirife,
and.the dgaréss frai; of victory was veet.-
- In @ ¢ conttust to the gowmbyre hues of
those lonp dreary days, stands out one scene
a0 dtartlingly -dramatice in s effect, 5o wild Jip

its brilligncy; that ite recollection se¢us like

the fjghts of oriental lancy. 'The closing aot
of that week of soffering must be fureve
Jrominent ag the piefare of the war—perhaps
a8 the Dloturesqité buttle pieca of war.  Un-
ique incongeption, terribly spiendid inils ¢x.
ecution, tie night baitle of Jununry 34, 1wy,
18 seared forever onm ifig memory of ils se-
tors, aind Quatined, 1 think, to &n wolstic in-
mortality {n aong-end painting.
| About dusk our sharpshdoters atenlthily .
gan to advoucy, for the parpose of gainiag e
datk line ol a dense cedur forest in front, Their
apbroneh inmantly covspd » sudden Dloming-
tion of the woods by the rebel riflomen, stod-
ded behind every Liee ond rock:  I-niay men-
tion Hers thal when we toolt this piece of
Limber we Tound pletfurus voised beind muoey
of the lurgo trees tur (Leir shnpahooters, ou-
abling them o extend their range ond mistenl-
the aim of our men. Vo stop Vs our arille; s
waB brouglt into play, posted in 4 Lhnge semi
circle,  Wlie comchoul dions opsaed  thel
Ahrents, and shet and-shell fuiely ralned on the
| devoted spat, - The earth lilerally Lreuabled
and quiverad with the yosr of w bundeed ean’-
ion, ahd wlen we laiti down it seemed to hent
and throl with the pulse ot u liviy ereatute.
Instantnnecis with our attuek Heaven's dre.d
urtillery upened o both armics. A lurioss

storm spring up from the Sunth.  The winds -

roured and craghed widh=be shicll Lheaugh he
bluel torest,  The rain siteniming i oy fents
wiis glriven directly in the [hoes of oue egnps.
¥e who stood only o few steps u. 1he resr ol
u’ rpoge of batteries, were Dlnckened  aned
wtlmost Blrangled with the satfoewing clonds of
hick moist powder, which wore asrried ino
our fuces dirgctly (Tom the juuzales of tha suos,
By this time thy notlon woy general,  Clhinrges
were fopeatedly mnde on our infantry and bat
turics,'and ot lask our divisions were seb in
molion. The scenp hecame woird wod exciling

moent of the contdndlng forvey was Wwriten in
.charaglers of deadly light; the movements
thempalves wers freapped in thick davtiauss.”
Regiment after regiment of rebels sdywneed
noieelessly 1o Wie odge of Fie wouds, aud ail
ut oncd o leaping Nnd of Dame toid_ their pre-
sente und object.” The flerce eries of the yie
tore; boitig o8 L angry guats, old now - awrl
again of spme mergiless Liyonel charge, nod
one ¢ould nlinost fhney that be heard, mingled
‘with them, she hopeléss wail of the losi in
battle, ’ ‘

I have read of nothing in histury, 1 knew of
nothing in the dredwlsad of romnce sud im-

| ngination, 10 equal ar approach il inferanl

splendor of thost threo blacik snd bivady fnmrs.
T thought of the dotnon seentry of Danbe, ol
the dork imngery of Milton, uf ull the fivuds
punt fodght i lell, volil b seemed us .l ons
could almost feel the real preséuce ol Lhe
Prince of the Power of tse Adr, 1iding o

ACornon the ear— -

beyond-éomception, The elloct ol wvery move- .



‘For three Liours Lhis strange and, nnennbly
hattle raged.  The blackness of darkicss w
rrelieved only by the desthly (nsh ol mus
kotry, or the voleanic glave ol agllery.
‘The eheprful “ furward—charge™ of tie s
cossful,  the despairing, wlmosl  Depeless,
‘“slendy, men slusdy,' ol the recreatng olli-
cers, gould bo hward from tine Lo tinie, sl
there was sometling inliuman in e sonnd,
Tha balence wavercd nenie and again, The
dide of vigtory wis marked only by the ad.
vancing and retrostiog sheels of Game, the rod
‘Burpes of a kea of death,or more drepdful gtill,
by thie relontless shouts of the victory, ahd the
shricks of the trodden.

At lagt shriek abd shout died out together,
und without o cheer, the vielors of anunkaown
victory Iaid down upon the ailent feld.
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