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bling. The soldier
who wrote them dur-
ing the Civil War
was, in the end,
killed in action.

The letters were
recovered from the
attic of the Moline
home of Joseph Zel-

nio by members of his fami-
Iy Mr. Zelnio, who lived at
1124 11 Ave.,'Moline, now
is a resident of Crosstown,
Silvis, and has no idea how
the letters got in his attic or
why they were there.

Kit Zelnio, a niece, has
tried — without much luck
— to trace the origin of the
letters, written by William
D. Malaby, Company G, 27th
Regiment, Illinois Volun-
teers,

The letters stretch from
1860 to January 1863, when
it was reported that the sol-
dier had been killed. Most of
the letters written by Cpl
Malaby were addressed to
the Alfred Doxsee (also
spelled “Doxey”™ on some
letters) family of rural Rock
Island. The soldier appears
to have been related to the
family, but his different sur-
name and choice of greet.
ings — “Dear Friends" in
some letters, “My Dear Par-
ents and Sisters” in others

leave room for specula-
tion.

In October 1861, Cpl. Mal-
aby wrote a letter addressed
to “Dear Mother” He said
he was in good health and
had received pay for August
amounting to “nine dollars
and ninety five cents and
there will be two months
pay due us the first of next
month wich will amount to
$26. I intend to send all of it
to John Pratt that I can
spare.” Although the letter
was addressed to his moth-
er, he signed it, “I remain
vours, William D. Malaby"”
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Kit Zelnio looks at Civil War letters found in the Moline home of her uncle, Joseph Zelnio.

On Mo, 9, 1861, Cpl. Mala-
by wrote from Cairo, I1.; “T
have at last had an opportu-
nity of witnessing a battle
on Thursday last we fought
the hardest Battle that has
been fought in Misouri at a
place called Bellmont, 20
miles below this place and
directly oposite Columbus
in Kentucky.

“We gained the day with
considerable loss, The boys

on our side is supposed to be
from 80 to 100 killed and
missing and many more
wounded. The loss of our
reg (regiment) was not so
great as some of the others
— although we were in the
thickest of the fight. Our
loss consisted of one man
killed name Benj Craig, one
missing name Duree Hairs,
and two wounded Tames
Andrew Lee Smith and

John Webber. Smith seri-
ously, Webber slightly. Poor
Craig was my right hand
man when he was shot
down. He was a brave man
and well liked by the compa-
ny. He leaves a wife and
child to morne his loss. 1
was struck by a spent ball
on the head but it did not
hurt me any.

SEE » LETTERS, B2
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abeth’s Guild of Trinity Episcopal Church, Rock Island,

i a pancake luncheon and mini-bazaar from 11 a.m. to
m. on Shrove Tuesday, Feb. 20, in the church’s parish
tting ready for the event are, from left, Dorothy Tipple,
nt; Eileen Quick and Evelyn Lundell. Tickets are $2.50
ts and $1.50 for children.
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tions, call Kent Williams, 796-
0718.

The club will sponsor ama-
teur radio operator license ex-
aminations for all license ele-
ments Feb. 18 in the North-
west Bank Building, Daven-
port. Candidates will be ac-
cepted from 9 to 10 a.m. Fee is
£6.05, For information, call

est Grains offers
¥ Meals’ class

INPORT — Greatest
n Earth, Davenport,
nsor a “Thrifty Meals
ms” class from 2 to 3
urday. To pre-regis-
319-323-7T521.

sur Radio Club 355-5517.

Hamfest Auxiliary plans

{ ISLAND — The Dav- bus tri

Radio Amateur Club np March 20

t will celebrate its 25th St. Anthony's Auxiliary is
hosting its 1996 Ham- planning a bus trip to the out-
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e door. For informa- shop and account department
‘kets or table reserva- through March 20.
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"“The Mercer boys had the prais
of being the best fighters on the
field. Genl. Pillow said he was
whipping us nicely until them
damned Regulars come in on his
left flank as that was the position
ocupied by the 27th. I suppose he
meant us. He said we fought
more like Devils than men and
there was no such thing as whip-
ping. We killed nearly all their of-
ficers and shot four horses from
under Genl. Pillow. He fing]ly
saved him self by flight under
cover of the river bank.

“It is impossible for me to give
vou any particular account of the
battle though I assure you that it
was a horrible affair. I hope T shal
never be called to witness anoth-
ersuch. ., ."”

In a letter written from
Nashville, Tenn., on Dec. 11, 1862:
“We have moved out six or seven
miles south east of Nashville and
are camped in the woods. We now
belong to general Sheridan’s Di-
vision and to the army of the
Cumberland. We have taken the
place of some new troups and we
don't like it very much after
working night and day to fortify
a place.”

Harriett Doxsee, Cpl. Malaby's
apparent sister, wrote him on
Jan. 18, 1863; “Dear Brother, We
are all well and I hope these few
lines will find you enjoving good
health., The weather is fine. It
don't seem like winter for it has
hardly snowed a bit yet and I
guess it won't for it is getty pretty
late ..

“T have been reading the ac-
count of the Battle of Murfyes-
boro, and I see the 27th was in the
fight, and Col. Harrington name
is among the hundreds of others
that have fallen. I hope you was
to sick to be up there. I want you
to send me a letter as soon as pos-
sible for we are all uneasy about

you. I would like to see you most
dreadiul but as there is no possi-
bility of such a thing I will have
to wait and meby I will have Lo
wait a long time for I don’t know
what is going to become of my
poor brother.”

In February of 1862 Cpl. Mala-
by wrote back to Hariett Doxsee
that he had received a copy of the
Argus and was “very much oblig-
ed" to get a prize from home.

The mystery of the letters —
which may be given to the Rock
Island County Historical Society
for study — may one day be
solved. A check with the Rock Is-
land Arsenal indicated that Cpl.
Malaby is not buried on the is-
land.

The Zelnio family thinks the
letters probably were brought to
the Moline attic by Berneice Zel-
nio, the late wife of Joseph Zel-
nio. She was a nurse and may
have come into possession of the
letters through one of the physi-
cians she worked for,

The last letter — dated Jan. 10,
1863 and written by Ord. Sgt. S.B.
Atwater to Alfred Doxsee — in-
formed the family of Cpl. Mala-
by's death and bravery,

*. .. our heart felt sympathies
are tendered to the relatives and
friends of our sleeping comrade
whom we hope to again meet in
that World where war with its
untold horrors is known no
more.”

According to this letter, Cpl.
Malaby fell in the Battle of Stone
River on Dec. 31, 1862, “while
nobly defending the flag of his
country and her sacred rights."

The letter's author stated that
“when in after days we recall our
associations together as soldiers
— DUr privations, our werisome
marches and hard fought battles,
we will ever remember Cpl. Mala-
by and admire him for his plain-
spoken, straigt forward course of
action and his kindness, good na-
ture, and generous dispositon by
which he had won the universal
esteem of all his comrades.”™
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nesses, at which point they
began to suspect that they might
be about to run somewhere,
which caused them to start bark-
ing at the rate of 250 barks per
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et was a good, hard worker;
Brian hardly had to tell him any-
thing. But he had to keep talking
to Suzy, who was definitely not
pulling her share of the load: She
was more waddling than trotting.
Brian would shout “SUZY!" and
she'd start trotting for a while,
but as soon as she thought he
wasn't lookine she'd go back to



