











Camp near Murfi
Januarv 11, 1

Dear Father

I have just recd. two letiters {from vou of the 21ist and Z8th Dec. date.
Also one from Tom and one from Anna, so I can’t grumble for want of
mail. Our victory here is more complete than was at first supposed.
Yet the Rebels are wuuent“ ting at Tullahoma, and if th=v Jo not give
gz battle ;hige t?ey will at Chattanooga. The army is bzing

organizea roughout . Ja ars 0w L A= 2 Ly DR

IRSte30 0% 281h Brigade. Unen wa moynt o rd Brigads st Division
Probabilities will have to reduce ;i:ﬁ~r?n;h?rd Wi, 3l i
mules arrive|isily . o 2 duc snsporialtion. Large drcoves of

b4 1iv, which leads 2 1 &y
me to belizve that we shall have but
for provisicens. It will be impossibls ta

few wagons and those only
take wzgons over the mountains. We ought 7%,000 rebels hers many wer
of the Potomac Armv sent here after the Fredricksburg battls. Their
killed and wounded fa exceeds ours, although they have captured mcre
prisoners than we. Our force was about 40,0080- far lsss than thsa
Rebels. You have heard, I suppcse, that Norm was captured and {fro
what I can learn was taken the Chattanooga or Vicksburg. Jim Hodge:
also is in the hands of the Secesh. Capt. Mcolean, whoe was wounded, ha
gone home ¢on leave of absence. John Davis, Capt Gresn and cthers of
the Sanitary Commission are here. I rather expected vou along. Ths
cfficers of the 24th are a lot of homesick f=llows. The majority of
them want to resign. Henry Drzke has been promocted to Lieut. {for
gallant conduct on the {fisld. He will maks as good an officer as thars
is in the BRegt. The officers in this Regt. who liks mvself have had
rasjign. I offared mine to
I said I did not want to
would do all in his
ave him. So here I

2 pring should
ter that my
i

ey
7]
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noe furlough, are dissatisfied. Many want to
the Col (Bingham) and he would not accept i
resign if I could g2t a leave of abs. but sali
power to get one for me, but did not want m
am and shall hold on {for & while longsr. Eut in
nothing turn up I will leave. Chase savs in a late le

5
t
situation is alwavs ready for mse. It is good in him, but I don’t know

but what I can do better as to wzdas . Evervihing gos quietly on. We
are having a good rest after the hard timss before Mur f ,est»ra and 1
feel like a2 new man. How do folks look upon resigned ocfficers? Well,
my case would be different {from those new officers such as the 24th. I
have worked for 15 months as faithfully as a2ny officer in the service,
50 do not consider myseli a coward or shrink by lsav Jng the sezrvice. 1
will close with my everlasting love to Mother, voursel and all the

family.
Yours Affectionately,

Wm 5. Mitchell



Army BT
Dated Jany 18th (1863)
Rec'd 27

John S. Mitchell Esg
Milwaukee
blisconsin

Jim Douglas can tell vou all the news. He stayed with me.
Also Fred Hart.
Camp near Murftressooro
: January 18th &3
Dear Father
I intended to send this by =some of the Sanitary
Commission But they have gone and so I will send it by mail.
Untill vesterday my prospects were good for a visit homs. I
told Col Bingham it was necessary for me to have a leave of
absence or that my resignation be accepted as important
business matters required my presence home. He flatly
refused to hear to my resigning and sxid He would do his
best to procure me & leave. So He sent a reguest to Genl
Rosencrans that Capt Rogers be returned to the Regiment and
I be appointed Recruiting Officer. The reqguest was approved
by Col Hambright, Comdr Brigade % Col "58" Comdr Division. I
heard no more of it untill yesterday. I went to Lisut Stons
(Rosecrans Adjt Genl) and he told me that they had not
arrived, being probably with Genl Thomas, But that they
could not signe them as Orders were edpected daily from
Washington with different orders as to the recruiting
service. 5o there it stands. As soon as the papers are
returned I will then make written application for a furlough
as I understand they are being granted. But I cant as long
as this application is in. One of ouw Lieuts applied
vesterday and I think he will get it through. I di=like to
resigne as there are so many, But if I cant gst homs any
other way I will. I rec’d the Fkg by the committes (7)) and
could vou have seen the way we sailed into those pies, They
were the first mince pies I have had since I left home. You
can immagine {(sic) how we enioyed them. We had a regular
spres on mince pies. The Shirts are splendid every body
envies me. Tell Anna sc. We have a rumor that this
Division will winter in Mashville. I dont know how true it
iz, But if it is so, chances for goeing home are good. I
will keep you posted however and when I apply for a furlough
I intend to carry it through. Capt Eldred has resigned and
1 hear hs rec’'d his paper all signed. Dr Wolcott I expect
helped him considerably. I have sesen 11 of the Mil folks
except Wm Merrill who I understand is in Mashville working
to get Dave discharged. He dont stand the fatigue very
well. I would try to procure a Surgeons Certificate of



Disability if my cheeks did _not protrude so much. But my
face would give the lie to the Certificate. I was all
played out for awhile after The Fight. But this rest is
bringing me up to the old weight. Every body tells me 1 am
more fleshy than I ever have been. Tell Mother not to worry
about me for I know she does as well as yourself. For I am
bound to get home this winter scme how or other. With The
Love to a11, I am

Your Affectionate Son

Billy



Camp near Murfreesboro
Feh 4th,63

Dzar Father

70,000, I saw Hanson in Mashville. He is the ls2rk on on2s of the
boats- a chum of John Leonard. He can’t get a farther south than
sugh Nashville unles=ss

At last I have recd a letter from vou. Louis Blever brot jt down, the
one vou expected to send by Eob Nicker We are doing all the work that
men can do. For instance we just came off picket znd were ordersed to
guard the train to Nashville the same dsy. We wers 4 Javs on the road
and retd lasf night. The balance of the Brigade have beean working on
the forts or|foraging Bob has not arrivaed here and I don’t think hs
will just yet| if (as vou say) he has just bean married. I SUPDOSE Vou
have seen Jim Babcock. He told me hs would call on vou sSscon after his
arrival. There appears no prospect for an advance In fact Gene
Granger savs the Rebels are advancing, but I 4d5n’t think they will
attack us as we have works here that 20,000 men uld held against
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Nashville. Ng citizen is allowed to pa:

passed bv Genl Rosecrans. John Rvcraft was in Nashville but I could
not find him. He is attending some relaticon of his who was wounded
belonging to the 24th. Cam Reed is in Nashville also. He has applisd
for a Court Martial. He savs he can clear himself. I think Czm had
better sav nothing more about it, but leave for Pike’s Pezk or
California.

I have been for some time ssttling up mv accounts. You have no jdea
what work it is. So many returns, vouchers, certificates atc. Fut whean
I get it finished I shall know how I stand with the Government. Some
officers are indebted to the U.5. several hundred dollars I may have
to pay $50 or $&0, but I think not as my books are as nearly correct
as can be. Still no chance of a furlough. I am well. That is, myv
health is good but I feel stiff and old. I can’t meke the marches I
have done, but as I said, my health is good and so long as it

continues I don’t think I can get away as no resignations are accepted
unless accompanised by & surgeon’s certificate of disability. So dan’t
worry about me. I shall ever be on the lookout for some chance of
going hom=, but I must confess the prospect is not veryv flattering. :
Franklin has resigned and he is discharged. On what grounds he gc it

I can’t tell unless it was incempetancy which I rather guess it was.
All the papers relating to the Court Martial were burned with McCook’s
train. A lucky thing for Franklin. Harrvy Bingham has also resigned. He
is not well, and so has left the service. He has mads a big thing ocut
of it, so is all sound. What has heccme of Capt. Rcogers? Is he in
Milwaukee, Madison or Shebovgan? He don‘t amount to much. I hope the
mails will soocn come through regular as I have never been so long
without letters and consesquently have the Blues quite often.

My Love to All

Your Affectionate Scn
Wm 5. Mitchell

1t .



Army S0
Dated Jany 2 (torn off, but datesd Jan. Z4th 1867

Rec’'d Feb Zrd - &3

John 5. Mitchell Esg
Milwaukes
Wisconsin

{ocrn backl): Wm H Fawlett
Co ¥ 1é6th FRegt Wis Yol
Collierville
(via) Memphis Tenn
Camp near Murfreeshboro
January 24th 1843
Daer Father
I yesterday rec’'d a letter from you dated the Sth,
date as the one sent by the Sanitary Commission. I have
rec’d nothing from you since the Battle although I have
written several. The Telegraph lines being down I could not
send you news that way, But wrote ths first chance I had
after the Enemy evacuatsd. From all appearances we shall
probably remain here for a month perhaps longer. I am very
contortable haveing two tents joining each octher and both
floored. I have also & Stove & Beds. The weathsr has besen
beautiful | juntill todav. It is now raining and probably will
for several days. I have tried every means of procuring a
furlough, But cant gst one. A reguest that Col Bingham made
that I be appointed Recruiting Officer was approved by all
the Genl except Rosecrans. He retwned it with the remark
that as spon as the Officer on Duty reported toc the Regt the
request might be renswsd. There was also a request that
Fogers be ordered back, which , as it was not retuwned, I
think has gone on to the Gov of Wis. Lisut Messengesr has
rec’'d an order to report as Signal Officer. All of the
Corps has been ordered toc report for duty. He says that if
Fogers returns and I go He will remain with the Co But I
dont know., Hs has undoubtedly worked for the Detail and now
will have to go. Liszut Watkins of Co "CY has resigned on
Swrgeons Certificate of Disability. Sam Babcock of Co "ar
is trying thes Sams. There is a general stampedes of Officers
in the 24th Wis. I dont think they liks the smell of
powder. fs for me I cant get out if I would as I am well %
hearty and the Dr wont give me a certificats. I dont expect
Rogers will return. EBut I wish you would kesp me posted
about him. Dont think of comeing down with Sutlers goods as
they are getting the devil confiscating goods mules etc. I
cant hear a word from Morm or Jim Hodges — they were
captured you kEnow. But dont worry about RNorm. He will turn
up Faroled soon probably visit Mil. I am again Busey with
my clothing a/c. Genl Grangsr Commander this Division,
Direct to Zrd Brigade 1st Division Center 14th Army Corps,
Mashville. I will closs with much love to 211
Your #Affectioconats Son
Billy
&
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Eyewitness to War

Captain William S. Mitchell’s letters contain details
of the Battles of Perryville and Stone’s River.

BY JANET MITCHELL

t 19 years of age, William S. Mitchell, a clerk in a Milwaukee  pork.I shall not apply for a furlough tll the
war is ended and I think it soon will be in

) , . .
candle warehouse, volunteered for three years’ service with the this section.

1st Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry. He was later elected first lieu-
. December 27, 1861-(Camp Wood)
ten.ant of Compfiny D, and eventually promote.d to ?ap@n. He i hadas aotka. s Cltistmases s could
fought at Perryville, Stone’s River and Tullahoma and was killed in action at  expect. The Capts box arrived Christmas
Chickamauga. By the time of his death his brigade of the 1st Division of Ve and it was filled with delicacies Such
as Mince Pies Fruit Cake a large can of

the XIV Corps of Major General William S. Rosecrans’ Army of the Cum-  fresh Tomatoes, Jelly; Apples, Candy, etc.
berland was led by Brlgadler General John C. Starkweather and consisted of =~ Bentley the Sutler gave us a turkey weigh-

e

the 1st and 21st Wisconsin, the 24th
[inois and the 79th Pennsylvania.

Most of Captain Mitchell’s letters
were sent to his immediate family.
The captain’s strong sense of duty to
his country emerges from his letters,
as does his sense of humor. He con-
fessed to a greater appreciation of
home after he had seen something
of the wider world.

Seven of his letters are included
below. They describe his contacts
with Southern civilians in Nashville,
Tenn., and what he witnessed at the
October 9, 1862, Battle of Perryville
and the December 31, 1862—Janu-
ary 2, 1863, Battle of Stone’s River.

The letters are presented with
minimal editing.

ing 16 lbs and as we had 3 cans of Oysters
you can imagine what kinde of a time we
had. After drill we had dinner The Capt
had a Bottle of Champayin (We had a
Capt to dinner) and as I do not drink I
with Chandler started on a hunting tour
and after 2 or 3 hours of a tramp more to
see the country than to hunt however, we
returned to camp just as the Officers were
on their way to Genl Negley’s where they
had been invited. But being muddy & tired
I did not go and as Scotch Whiskey was the
order of the night did not miss much....
About the marches—dont be alarmed at
my overdoeing myself I am to Lazy for
that but when I see men who are not fit
to leave the hospital shoulder their knap-
sack 40 rounds of cartridges and a gun
while I carry nothing compared to their
load, I shall always want to help them es-
pecially such men as we were fortunate to
get....Last night being Officer of the
Guard and the day after Christmas, I felt a
little Blue and as I sat beside the Guard Fire
(Everybody except the guard asleep) I thot
how happy we would be if we were to-
gether again and thinking how all will hail
with joy the ending of this Rebellion But
although as anxious as I am to see you all,
I earnestly hope that no resignation be ex-
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cuard duny T have seen since 1 have been
soldicrig. st night I was ordered to take

Smien trom Co "D+ 17 trom Co “A”
adactas provost guard. My men are sta-
aonced i Houses and paorole the Road &
I Track watching tor stragglers. Many
ot the Soldiers tall outand torage on their
own Hook docing a grear deal of damage .
and i nany cases insuldng the Ladies of
Houses. The FHouses or rather Mansions
that we are quarding are splendid Build-
in s some ot brick others of stone. The
covners have all Hed wich 2lor 3 exceptions
and msuch haste dhae every thing is left just
as 10 was used. Evervone but the Negroes
have Hed There are sonta 10 or 12 of
them. They tell me (s inthet every one
that [ have seen does) chae their masters be-
lieve thatit chey are caught they will all be
murdered. Every Negro | have seen has
been made to believe that [they] will all be
killed as soon as the Yankees come. ..
posted 3 men Last nighe ac a splendid plaw
owned by a widow. While there a little
neger gal asked it I was the Lieut. I told
her I was she then asked mie to follow her
to her Ladies room. | was shown into a
splendidly furnished Room and had a long
talk with "My Lady™ She was young, very
wealthy and che strongest chc‘%slomet [
have scen. She advised me as a friend to 2o
back betore we were driven back as we
surely would be. 1 told her [ did not think
[ would go back unul | ot to New Or-
leans. Evervbody here are secessionists and
every house is guarded. The very ones that
our men are «rundm«v abuse|the guards and
talk all sorts of Rebel s1 ang, that i 1s, the few
that are lett. Bill Brown & mwself went to
see our men and on our way passed two
Women (they were not Ladies) and as soon
as we came up they separated one to one
side the other the opposite side of the road
and after getting as far away as possible
waited untill we had passed, The people
here have all been decieved They have
been led to believe that we were perfect
Devils. They are tast learning the contrary
and many are returning,

September 26, 1862 (Louisville Ky)

We have had two weeks of the hardest
kinde of ames. Have marched all the way
from Nashville. We left B. Green on the
15th and except I day betord the Enemy at
Green River we were marching Moste of
the time during the night. \X/c marched
without Tents or Blankets and what night
halts we made We dropped by the fires and
snatched what liedle sleep we could. Add to
this part ot the dime we were on % rations
and some davs no rations. We arrived here
this morning at 4 Oclock after marching
from 3 Oclock the mornimg before. Mlke—
ing yesterday a march of over 30 miles.
Not\\'ith\‘mndmg this what nien we brot in
with us are techng tirse rate. Having just
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seen the 24ch Wis and blowing to them
what they would have to go thlowrh You

can imagine how rough we looked and the
Boys stretched their stories of hardshi ps soO
much that many of the 24th are awt UH sick
of Soldmmg.They have made a tour mile
tramp and consider themselves Veterans.
You would laugh to see the Officers strut
ting around the streets all Buckled up. One

can pick them out from the old \o diers,
not only the 24¢h but all new men.

Oct. 9, 1862~In the field on the

Battle Ground [Perryville, Ky.]

We have just pased through a terrible
Ordeal. We engaged the I:num yesterday
at2 Oc & toug,ht til dark. T am all Sate Ly
cloths Rlddlcd but not a scratch. I lost 4
Killed 11 Wounded & 5 Missing....Our
Collors are perfectly Shot away but we not
only held them, but captured those of the
Rebel Regt that charged us. We were sup-
porting a battery [of] the 21st Wis in front
of us when a whole Rebcl Brigade
Charged our Battery. The 21st Broke and
Ran over us to the rear. The Artillery men
deserted their guns So our Regt alone not
only repulsed the whole Br 1gade but brot
off the Battery, the horses all being shor. .
Father rest assured your son and his Co dxd
their duty, being the last to leave the field.
My Boys fought like tigers. The Rebels have
retreated, although they had four times our
numbers. Our Brigade stood the Brunt.

Oct 16, 1862—

in the field near Crab Orchard

[ can 1magine how anxious you & mother
as well as the rest of the family are to hear
from Your Boy, But we have been chasing
the Enemy so close that [ have not ]md
time to write to you or the Parents of the
poor Boys who fell so bravely on the field
of Chaplin Hills [Perryville]. No pen can
describe the horrors of such a battle.. .. We
had soldiers there who had passed thxou;h
the Shiloe and Ft Donaldson fights and
they all say that the 28th Br m,adc was
under a heavier fire than any Brigade at
either of those. We are badly cut up. How
[ escaped God only knows. When the Bul-

lets flew like hail and the Piece my com-

pany was supporting was in dmwu ot

being captured, the cannoniers all gone, 6
of my men with myself started to run it
off to the rear. 3 out of the 6 were shot
dead. [ felt something just [brush| my pants
& looking down I saw the hole made by
a Ball passing through pants & Boot but
strange to say did not even scratch
me.... The Battle field presented a sad
spactulc the poor fellows begging for
Gods sake to give them a drink of water.

The Rebel lines covered the only springs
in the vacinity of the Battle field so we had
no water. I have had 2 days without cating
But hunger creates no suffering Lomp(upd

A BOY’S QUEST FOR MANHOOD
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BATTLE FOR
BROXTON BRIDGE

Broxton Bridge Plantation

Hwy. 601 S Ehrhardt, S.C.

February 28 - March 2, 2003

Admission: Adults: $5.00 Children: $3.00

WANTED: Union and Confederate Infantry,
Cavalry & Artillery for the 2nd annual Battle
for Broxton Bridge. Retrace the footsteps of your
ancestors & fight on the banks of the Salkehatchie
River where Union & Confederate forces
skirmished on February 2, 1865. Guided tours of
the Earthen Fort available Sat. & Sun. Bounties
paid to the first 12 full-scale artillery pieces.
Bounty of $125.00 paid to the largest Union
Infantry unit (over 30 men). No registration fee,
but you must pre-register by Feb. 8, 2003. Hay,
waler, straw & firewood provided. Saturday night
supper for re-enactors & a dance.

For More Information Call or Email:

Bart Chassereau 803-625-3585

Re-enactors Contact Capt. Jason Quick
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Sutlers Contact: John Joyner 706-798-6288

This event is hosted by Battery €, 32nd Ga. Arty, &
sponsored by Salt Ketchers (| /m/)ter #6 Order of

Confederate Rose, a non -profit organization
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with that of thirst. We had no water on the
march & consequently entered the fight
without any. Toward the close [ saw many
poor fellows lying on the ground their
tongues out & swollen fairly suffocating for
water. I was nearly crazy myself, as I had
been talking or rather yelling at the men
untill T was so dry I could not swallow, For-
tunately Charley Messenger found a Bottle
of Brandy & gave me some. It tasted wet
and that was enough. After taking a good
pull I felt very much revived and after give-
ing the Rebels two or three good volleys
they retreated. Then had our Genls a Regt
or two of fresh troops to charge them the
route would have been complete.... We
Buried all of our Dead But hundreds of
Rebels are still in the field together with
horses & mules & cattle. The smell is ter-
rible. The Boys from my Co I helped bury
myself. We Buried them about 2 Oclock
in the morning. We wrapt each man in his
Blanket and placed their Cartridge Box for
a pillow. The Chaplain of the 21st was on
the field and he kindly assisted and per-
formed the funeral services at the Grave. I
could not help the tears trickling down my
cheeks as one after another we laid the 4
Brave fellows in the Grave. We have been
together for one year, Had suffered the
hardships of a Soldiers life. ...

January 4, 1863
(2% miles from Murfreesboro)
after 5 days of severe fighting we have

driven the enemy from their well chosen

position and from trenches that with their
force they might have held against double
our number. [He continues on January 5]
Since writing the above we have marched
through Murfreesboro and are in camp
about 2 miles out on the Shelbyville Pike.
We left Nashville on the 26th Dec in a
heavy rainstorm. Since then I have not had
any of my clothes off and except to empty
water out of my shoes they have been on
night and day. The men have had their
accoutrements on also the whole time.
The Battle opened on the 30th Dec.
The Rebels surprised our center about
day-light, driving our troops before
them....Our Brigade was sent on a pike to
the east to hold a bridge. Our Train was at-
tacked by a large force of Cavelry. We drove
them away but not until they burned some
16 waggons belonging to the 79th Penn,
21st Wis and 24th Ill. The next day we ar-
rived at the Battle field and was immedi-
ately thrown to the front and held the
ground for 3 days. 48 hours we lay in Rifle
Pits ankle deep in water and under heavy
shower of Shot, Shells etc. It rained con-
stantly for the last 2 days, and being not
more than two blocks from the enemy, we
had no fires. Thus we passed New Years —
not a happy one, I assure you. The 4th
day the enemy threw a tremendous force

against our left wing which gave way. Byr

Negley came up with his division &
charged, routed the enemy and drove the
across the river. So fierce was the fight th
the water was almost red as it flowed oy,
by us....I shall never forget that sight of
carnage & blood and I hope I may never
be called upon to see another such. Strange
to say we had but few wounded and one
or two killed although we lay in an exposed
position....My company is all right and
every body else that you know....We have
no tents, baggage, but 2 or 3 blankets in /e
company, the balance are back. But our vic-
tory is food, clothing and every thing to us,
January 8, 1863 Dear Brother We are
once more enjoying a few days of rest after
two weeks of the hardest kind of march-
ing and fighting. Genl. Rosecrans would
have undoubtedly followed the enemy
with his whole force had he the proper
transportation and rations. And as [ am just
as anxious to strike the Rebels as they run
as any one. Yet a few more days like the last
would use us all up. I cant begin to tell you
what we suffered during those 5 days of
carnage. Fortunately for us the 28th
Brigade was not obliged to charge the
enemy. The other two Brigades drove the
enemy at the point of the bayonet, and in
my opinion won the day. This Brigade has
gained too good a reputation. As we ar-
rived at the double quick Starkweather re-
ceived orders to support the center and
hold the Brigade in readiness to charge. No
batteries opening at the time, we relieved
the 9th Brigade and lay for 3 days in a
cornfield deep in mud. For several days we
had been living from hand to mouth But
the last two days in the rifle pits we had
about nothing. Then it was that our Bri-
gade went into dead horse....The battle-
field presented an awful sight. In some
places it seemed as though regiments had
been slaughtered where they stood. Some
places where a shot or shell had struck a
man you could see his remains scattered
some 20 feet apart. Well this I know is not
a pleasant topic, so I will quit. But we had
to dance sometimes. Our Brigade was
placed at the apex of the line which was
formed like a letter V and in front of us
were sharpshooters. One in particular just
made me move lively. I finely got behind a
tree and the scoundrel sent a pard of his to
the right where the two kept up a cross fire.
A Capt commanding the 33rd Ohio could
not move for these fellows. They kept him
between two trees for 2 days. He sent out
skirmishers twice but could not find them.
I had a good laugh to see him standing
there in the rain hugging the tree.o

m

Captain William S. Mitchell wrote well over 100
other letters. Those communications, along with
the letters reprinted above, can be found in the
Milwaukee County (Wis.) Historical Society.
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