October 12, 1862
Camp Chese

Dear Parents: Heve received your letter and see that you are still well,
es I em slso, I have gaeined weight end belleve I mey be 12-15 1bs.
heavier. They ell say I am getting fet, We were in Cincinnati end from
there over the (hio River to Camp King., There sre iote of soldiers there
and every day more sre arriving, I think in an eree of 15 miles there are
400 ,000=-=4t 18 black @s far as you cen see, Tne 115th Reglment with which
I em, hes bcen divided into two parts. The fiprst section =teyed in
Cincinnati end mine ceme to five miles from Columbus, We are to oversee
prisoners. This cemp ground covers sbout 800 ecres-ali flet land. We
have 115 nundred Southern prisoners. There sre slsc about 500 cralted
men here irom Ohio, We may rossibly be here sll winter, but we ere not
sure. OUilher news I don't heve end know notulng else to write this time,
Lots of Greetings end wishes, Your loving son ead brotaer.

D, C., Milier, Cemp Chase Chio,
Cos, B. 115th Reg, 0,V.I. ¢/0 Cept. L, 7, Hake
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Cincinneti, Ohie
7 Hay 1863

Dear porents, brothersz sand sisters,

I received your letter with heppiness and good heelth, I em sorpy
1 hsven't been sble to send you sny money., I am weiting on 1% every
dey., I do not know =much news, oxcept that we {iapriscned & bsd men, le
spoke up in public toc much, He wes & Copperhe:d and a lesder of tue
Rebels ere in the North, end we csught blm in Daytcn, Ohlc, T ere are
8 lot of these buttersooks in Daylton and they epeek up sge nst the
governaent snd we figure it will be very bed for L' e2m, We ied to taske
him scroes the River %o Covington to the fell beceuss we lez=red troudle
from the Rebels who wanted to peceue nim, We ere well e uipped with
wesponse There sre 700 scldlers =ere bsaldes two bLrass cesaa ns waleh
esn shoot & bell of 25 lbe. , #0 let them come, The other day cv:ie of
our men was shot sccidentally by 2 comrelie who wes Joking end wese
unswere thet the gun waes loeded,

{(letter has eignt lines cut out here)

I got 8 letter today [rom Johsnn Hodle who lived scross the street
from us, I didn't get s let .er from Roesel Hodle, Are they both bsck
in Clevelend or where sre they? I will close now hoping thaet this

little bit of & letter seces you ssfe =8 it left me.



June o. 18e )
Cincinnati, Chio

_stere: Leceived your letter five minutes ago
ccher compleinings of

Eng See BrEG You 2pe 8li we !l er¥ceDtE MOBRED Ean

to sey I ccuia kerdly feel eny better, Lest Tuesdey I rnad to go eweay

with one thet belonged to the 77tk {hio Regi, e wW-s home on furlough for
29 Szws, ifhen he wonted o Peouirn taere W8S U0 DOEL B S8 e HWes £ ueel

lste in espriving in Solumbus. They r2icked 2im ap &8s AL Bad

Sed to bexe =im to 2is peciment st Alton
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nt him to Cineinnati, Then
111, Lt topk us rom three in the siterndon untiil the aext miorainz £b

nine, to reeeh 18, 15 was 395 amiles, 1%t wes n.ce Lrip 02 the railrgad for

me, de had to gzo throuch ell of Indisne end iliinclis to The Kississippil
River ©o pet trere. DBere bhey hed 4,500 prisonars Ui ¢ Were taken iesv
Weeld st ViessouboH, Filsapagds 90 Jleb-we Sspe oveP ghs soennian 6F Spliial
20 milles where there wesn't czven a stump to be seen, oaiy shorv grass, butb
the corn was already over a foot tell-itne potatoes ers blo.ming 2nd the

wheat 1s 21xn08t ripe. 1t 13 much cooler TLacre Then in Cineinneti. 1 rad
to weer mys overcoat gll the time until 1 cese beck here, 1 belisvye Lhe stste

of indiane is better than Chio-the ground is real blacx. There are 2 lot

of Zorests with blg oaks etec. If 1 had the time I would have loved to zZo

over by toet into the state of lMissouri. Cther then that I don't Inow

| - = e e =5 T B - - e b = - T
pleces., £ Wili Ery o el ©0 0 o Viw_igie oF Uhe sbets of Hlgsissippi.
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July 15, 1863
incinneti, Ohio

Despr Perente: Hecelved your letter end gee tret sll is well with you, as
it ig with me., There wes 2 Li, commotlion here eud in indlane begouse that
Hebel Gen, Mory n wes in ludisna end destroyed refircecs, bridges, dcpots
end some towns snd is now in Ohio, He i{g tpry.ag herd to get uver the Ohio
River but the gun boats sre tolding him beck, .ur cevelry ere on :ls bsck
end they say this mornlug they sbout have nim surrcunde ;s dere ln Cilncinnetl
evepyone that cen cerry 8 ;un hes to go end most seem wililng. ihe tomes=
guard, or police, 'eve recelved peraission from Gen, . rislde thaet they cen
bring goo: horsecs here and exchenge the tirea vnes., Tie Reb 1 Morgsn
would never ieve come to Inilans or Ohlc L{f they weren'lL sufiering from
hunger sid not that el.ne, the 15th end S5th indlens Cevelry -egt. c-ased
from Tensnessee Lo Cincinaeti, Here they sre reeting .atil thils nooun.
With tnis i will close, sinos I 'ave the wateh duty now. Jree.inge end

wighes [rom your son, Lesnlei #Hii.er,



Cineinnatl, Ohlo
22 Sent, 1563
Dear parents, brother, end sister,

received your last letter with much joy and was gled to hear that you
ers all in good he:lth, I don't know much news end you e¢sn't always belleve
this news in the paper, Genersl Roseor:ns had e battle with ths Rebel
Gener:1l Bragg end took rway ten casnnon end lost seven himgelf, but the
Generals Burnside and Rosecrans will 2till give the old Rebel Bragzg e
hard time, Todey I had guard duty et the Magazins, and they sent Rosecrans
and Burmside over 100 boxes of shoils end csnniaters fer 20 1b, cannou, A
carmigter is & tin vox with 12 te 15 cennon balls in it. The csnnon balls
are packed in oblongz tin boxes, Ymaterdsy Sunday evening sbout 5130 one
of ouy cennoneers czme up the street by himself, Severel of Velinghanm's
men best him and erippled bim. He lost half of his foot on the reilraed,
One maen from our company went to help him, but they threw tobscco in his
eyes 80 he couldn!t see, But thenm we sll jumped on them and one of -up
men shot three of them.

Our Cantcin ssid if they stert that sgein he will send them more lesd
and gunvowder, FEverytime some of our men go down the street the Rebels all
shout Hurrah for Valinghem becsuse he is s Rebel or worse,

Sund~y morning 25 of our men came bsck from guard and a women yellsd
for Valinghem out of a window, Severel of our men told her off, Tell
fzther and Jecob they should think avout who t0o vOote O &2 & EOVETRNOT.

If they like freedom tlrey should vote for Broff. I am sending Rudolf
gsome shells and I will bring sou some Lreast pins home, I sold some for
§1,02,



Cincinneti, Ohlo 5th ? 1863
Desr Fulks: Wes heppy to recelve your lsst letter end to reer tiat you
ere well. I em thenkful for my good reslth, Desr Folks, I em enclosing
ten dollars end ﬁillnend ten in the next letter, 1t would be better to
lose ten tman t'e twenty et once. Ycu can use it es you wisn, Il it
weren't for Jecob e&né Rudclpn, I wlsh taet sll ycung men from 18=33=40
would be érafted so tret tre wer wo:ld soon end end 1f the generels
weren't go interested 'n the money., I wonder that my pesr tree ls beerlng
only lesver, Ti:enk you for the clipplng on wine end pluas, I imegine s
lot of bullding hes been golng on there, How does Jacob like it et the
mill? Imegine he will find 1t pretty herd. Doa't know of snything new-
last week s centain had sn eccicent, £ pletcl w-e ltanging on t e wall
end pg he went by it fell down end the buliet .ait nlm 1a tne ebiomen., .e
live: for e d'y ead helf e nignt, :.e wes from Csnton, Johenn derter.
iiis fatrer 1s with a Benk, e will recelve a nice stone, VWith trev L
will close,

Your loving son,

D C, Hiller



8?351&6:%9?30h£o

Deer Perents: Received your last letter and wes so plessed to get it end
f em 80 glsd to hesr you sre well, I sm well sc far end don't have much
news to tell you, We sre still here snd everything is okay., I don't
think we will have to lesve here for some time because we have a lot to
guerd, Every 2«3 deys 1 get guard duty., Wwe have been e year snd s half
in the service-ti et leaves another yeer snd 10§ months until our time is
over., I sm thinking that maybe I could get home the end of this month,

I am aurprised to heer how often Jecob hes to drlll-te must belong to the
Stete militia. fere in Clncinneti sre elso 3,000 Militie who drili every
two weeks., I toc would be happy to see lisnry Petter sgein when I come
home, but I co ldn't reed his eddress, 1 would like to write him too,
Nothing furt'er of interest, so I will close. Your loving son,

D. C, Hiller



¢ 3
24 December 186@' 3

Murfreesboro, Tenn.

Dear parents, brothers, and sisters

I do not know much news. 36 men from our company B went twelve miles
toward Nashville to make railroad ties 8 ft. longz from cedar trees. It will
probably taks us 3 to 4 months because thpy want us to make 16,000 ties like
those, but they are not pushinz us and we are taking our time and we have
enough to eat. Tomorrow is Xmas day and we don't do anything. We have already
finished 1300 of those ties. lFonday a week azo while we went through the woods
to our work we saw four bushwhackers on horsss in front of us but they were
too far away to shoot at, but since then 3 of them have been mmzkzix causght
by our Cavalry and will probably hang.

The Christmas day went by quietly and peacefully. We didn't have mmt any
candy like we did for the last two yrs. It rained last nizht so we won't gzet
mach done again today . But tomorrow we will go deeper into the forest.

The state of Tenn. is £ree now and gone back to the Union and the others will
orobably follow soon.{ lLast night we went to a rich Rebel farmer who had nany
chickens and turkeys. - We asked him for some. He gave us 1 turkey and 16
chickens. If he hadn't done so freely we would have taken them by force.
They tasted real good. This fzrmer still has 150 slaves but every day some
flee to enlist. In Murfreesboro we have a whole regiment of about 1300 of
such slaves who have escaped fror their uaster;})

With this I will close 2pd wish you a healthy and happfy New Year 186k,
hoping to be with you again.' Eere they have cotton seeds which ere planted
like corn and when it rezches one foot it is hoed.%)



Jenuery 10, 1864
Desr Psrentes, brothers, =nd sisters,

Received your letter end hesrd thet all of you sre well, sc em I,
Tnig time I don't know sny news sscspt thet we heve snough to eat, as
mich s we need, Since Christasz we have hardly been sble to do
enything beesuss of rein end snow. U deys ago we had i inches snow,
whieh #t1li bhesg not dlesppesred yet., it wes rether eold recently so
that the snow froze sgaln over night sad we could not do saything
vaceuse the tresa were too slick,

We read this eveaing in 8 Centon newspaper, thst the State Chio nas
written to Weshi.ngton end gott:n the peraission thet we receive 25
doilera per month which the States Ohic will glve voiucterily te

fts soldfere who sre in t e wap., That would be fine snd the Ltete
Indisng will give its goldlere 20 dollere per =cuth. 1 think
Congress will rermit ft. 1 beliesve tist the wer will soon be over
becsuse one sees thst the  eople st home sre more peaceful, they see
that sz long a8 they rebel at home there cennct be pesce, I for

my part would like to merch 15«20 =miles per day with knep seck end
rifle if I would knuow that there will be pesce in lj=5 menths,

Hone et hume cen 21t 8 long time in thelr werm réoms sud meke
celenders end we here like $hwe wild Indisns in the woods, who don't
ses anyones for weeks except cur comrsds we heve mede cur tents Quite
warm, @ ¢ like you under the ? But covered with blg stonsflegs, 2o
that they get slamost glowing het, ¥We e¢sn plee wers the whole night

and zet up ia the wmornicg withcocut te »ib en eye,



The "Bobsohsfles™ I still get regulsrly, with this I want te close,
stey well, hope to ses you sovcn end spesk to you,

Just one a re thing, is 1t true thet they heve made 2 fort in the town
under Batksireet end that there ere cenops in 1t?

The coitonsecd I took from en 91l¢ emn in which I found m re then

S0 busiel, it will rot 1f it doss not get to e dry plece, Tiere are
#2111l large fields of it, whieh eve not ce2n plcked, Tre plent gets
2=3el; feet nlyg , w'en it zets more 1% becimer brown like & chestnut,
There ore 10~20-30 seeda on one plent as lgr e = =1 e38. They

open when they get ripes, like & chestnut.
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Hurfreesboro, Tena,
Feb, 15, 1864
Cagr perente, sizters snd brothers,
I recsived your lest letter todsy st nosn sllright snd with muc'.
Joy, snd I read that you ere still well, I 2lso &m well end ell
right and wigh the sames for you with aell =y hesrt, There is aot
much news, unly thet I snd gngthr are working slresdy for 25 daye
et the monument of whieh 1 have talked in my revious letters, Wwe
iike this work very =uch end cen work when we w nt to, We start
in t e moprning round $300 or 8130 #nd finish st 4 PH or so, 1
cen't tell yetl whether we zhell zet extre peyseant for thet, butl the
supervieor surgeon told us that Geoneprel Heson will treset us well,
I ocould get 8 vecetion for 30 deye to come hoae, but I need the
15.20 dollere, yet 4f you want me very much to ome h me, I will
giadly do i{t, I would ilke to to co=e hume, for 1t is iung #30
eince I sew you lest, I got e iettsr lest week from Fox st that
time he was still in e Campy Division 15 miles fros Cincianstd,
end there we ere slready welting fop thea to get the opder to leave,
Eis ecddress ist ¥r, Bergt, Joseph C. Pox

Co. iy 2nd Bel, 9th G,V,.C,
Cems Division Ohie



Hirty's lest letter I heve not recelved, DIid y u get the letter which
I wrcte to Walter witi the cottomseceds 1o 16, and Gsceveves

Wien I weas In the voods thores ere vy m pe trees then mrc asrked
hereg I have D oen Lilors Wasiw you see numder 1, With thesn lew
1l I ased gults, The 0.t Clue I emgll woite acre, uwiwn I kaow
mcre, L wead to s2ad your fatiar snothe» Bresipieie thlas »ssk, You
ontt sve €9 polleh e slhwr. Live well, £.1 one tu 362 youa soon,

Yooy thousend greolings rad Ilghes froa yoar Loving con and Drotier,

On the 1luth I was 26 s;eerp <1,



Deer psrents, brothers, and sisters,

Cur osptein seid that none will be able to go home until the
sick and wounded are gone home from the hospitals, These orders srs
supposed toc come fro=m the Genersl, but it should nct be lon: until we
can come h.me end I will be one of the firat, 80 be petient, for e
ghort time, it will sl. be good in the end, I send you here 10
dollsrs. Perhaps we get peid next week, OGtherwise no news. I
hesrd from Cespes Fuds, they were in Neghvilie, 30 miles nourth from
here. He thought that they would ccme by here, but hes not been here
yet, Last week 1 wes there, hoping to find him there, cut there ere
too many troops, I could not fl.d him, I think they have gone anoct:er
direction. I went with 100 wegons, esch wegon hed &6 4 nkeys in front,
it d1dén't cost me e cent, (Neshvilie 1s quite & big town sad the
streets are or narrow ss in Borug and beside tie town runs the big
Cumberland River snd ecross thie river ebout 60«70 feet high zoes 2
bridge like in Clevelsnd scroess the 7 River, but twice ss long end the
reilroed goes over it, The town hall stsnds on s big hill in the middle
of the town, sround this big bullding they have bullt brick wslls with
S big cenons inside, Around this whole town they dug ¢ deep dltch,
Wit thie I mist elose, hope eli ere fine, Wen I coﬁo “ome I will

telil more.

Love f€rom ycur scn end brotier



Aprll 7, 136l

Peer parents, brothers snd slsters,

Each dsy here pess by l=4=5 thoussnd scldiers ;olng to the front,
Todey agaln & thousandé new scldlers from Indiene ceme, they too sre
going feorther, to the B..ith, will only stey here l-2 deys. 1 ead
Erias [illl work on the moniment, bBut we cennot do m:ch degsuse of the
Spring rsin, We heve sbout 3=} deys roln esasch week, btut the wet
aasson will =0un be over snd the dry end werm dsoys wlll begin, ¥e
heerd thet we will probably stey here all summer long, perheps ﬁlto
the coming winter, We hope that we wlil soon have opportunity to ligt
g8 velersns, trere we will be #bles to cume home [or 30 ieys, Write me
what youu think sb-ut thet the wap cennot lest & whole year, es the

rebels sey themaelves.
You say thst you would like to buy us more lot. 1 think =0 too end

want to do my boet fop youe. According o the newspaper we willi getb
from you, Put on 1Y dellars per meonth, which would bs fine, yet 1 cam-
not see 1%, tut hope it,

I wendsy wrere Fuds ie 2w, heve o't gotten any latter from him gilnce
they wera !n Nashrvillie, Hes 'e writien t9o ,ou where he is now? I ¢:'n
resd your writl .z well, for your writing {lettors?) I want o sand you
# ring es pryment, We will hiave en ughr t9 e¢st end drink snd sizcs Fab,
19th have I worked 14} dsys on the amcnusent, Jtherwise we have not ing
to do., We have very good tlmes, Lest wesk [ welghed 166 pounis.

Hops sll sre flne, greectlings and beat wis es.

Your son &nd brother



Desp parents, brotheras ; and sisters,

Lest Sundsy night st 9 ofeiock 30 rebels coeme close te cur (ubposts,
but ¢t ey diesppesred scon, From cur regiment from Compsay PC 35 got
on thelr horsee but they dida't find them any m re, becsuse the revels
were sleo on horses,

We eleo expect t0 neer sbout = great batilie, "eceuse the lsrge Cunbele
lend saray is a ving further lnto the Bouth, Aieo two loag rellrosd
treing ceme by last Fridey filled with plenke, mcvi 7 towsrd the army,
Tris enswers thet something e goling to hansen, 1 decided n t Yo
re-eniist, for I hsve no mope then 16 months %o gserve and thess ave
long encugh, if they - ass ss {eat &8 the 18 psseed cneg I will be
glad, Ve stilil work on the monument, The sllken cord ;lesses as very
much, it is long enough, I heve oxchenged my 214 wetoh which 1 bought
from Hudolf for £11.,00 for & T wateh, for which [ could get 20 deoliars.
But below $25 I will not give {1t ewey, i psyed 214,00 for ‘t. I

hope that we get peid next week ezain, then I will try to zeund home
$20. I hsve nut gotten futhers letter yet, I would ilke to get ¢
letter from Fether. [ have not gotten e ietter from Fache, £lnce he
was in Fesnville, I woun't write nim untll T get e letter from hlas I
goeﬁt letter from Rudof, they sre all well, Trere ere still pessing
by sc man; soldiers, zoing Scuth te the [ront, Also & regiment of Hegroes
cams by last week, hey sre so proud to cerry & rifle, mncat of thea
have been glaves,

GreetingBesscocssess



Hupfreesboro, Tenn,
21 Mey 10806l
Dear Parents,

Your last end first letter I received in good heslth and wes glad fo
know thet you were well too. I do not know much news thils time, only
that ws will prebably stey here 2ll swwmer becsuse tnere cre e lot of
buehwhackers in thlg eres, Lest week nineteen of our corneny R went
12 miles through wilcerness sfter thceee bushwh: ckers. Toey wet up with
them in & 1ittle villege callied Shelbyville. We «llled two Hobs:s
and took 2 donkeys and 1 hourse, Wz lost cas of our pjocd men Whis wog
shot through the heart, ne dled eftsr 15 tours. Ve piippel hlm homa to
Heeflon eight miles froan Centon, ‘e was the [irst one we lost becsues
of thg Rebols, Three woeks apo Chrlstie end I wers at the nicnunent
which is 13 alles oway fr.m our oubpost bub we didn's feel much ilke
working on 1% thsl acrulug so we walked Dive mileg trrough the sfoods
untll we reecrod £ roed Lhen back sguin bu cur casp, Ve dildn't carpy
eny rifles or pistols with ue, oaly our lauch, The bushwhackers sure
ecould have ceught us, bub we dildn'i sce any., And we wers Lla 8 psrt of
the woodas whers g parb of one of She hottesbt baitlies wes fought. 2Hut
we sre pgebtiing used to ell this shootinge

Pieese writo egain s on, L1 can read your lebters well Lub do nod
forget to sign them, Here ere ten dollers. Farewell til we se¢s each

other egein, Wien we do we will drink seversl glesses of beer egeln,



June 4, 1864

Dear parents,

There sre many news, tut I have nct time to tell tnem ell, for thie
Sucdey morning 60 of eseh company will go to the rsilroad betwesea
here snd Neshville to guard i{t, 1 din't know where our compsny is
suppoesd to o, But I think we wili get to te place were we

mode rallroad trecks lsst summer, I believe that we cen get cver
this time until we can o home., T e 33rd indiasna Regiment iz at
this depot and fortress from ¥ to Heghville, I =zlso think that it
is time 1t ie slmoet over,

With this I will close....o





