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'I‘JIE Fifteenth Regiment was recruited mostly from the Scan-
dinavian population of the State, and was organized at Camyp
Randall, Madison, its muster into the United States service

'mpleted on the 14th of February, 1862, and it left the State

"t St. Louis on the ‘Qd‘/fiﬁﬁréﬁ,—&ith*fﬁe following regimental
ster

COLONEL —HANS (. HEG.

i Major —CnArLes M. REESE; Adjutant — 1Taxg
"HSENIUS; Quartermaster — OLE Hie; Swrgeon — STEPITEN O. IT1MoE; First Assistant
ton—g, J, HANSEN; Second Assistant Surgeon—G. ¥, N BEWELL; Chaplain— Rev, (), L.
LAUKEN,
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Captains, Iirst Lieptenants, Second Lieutenants, ‘f/ -
' - Andrew Torkildsen, Emanuel Englested, Oliver Thompsnn, i
b ole g, Johnson, Joseph Mathieson, George Wilson, ~
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John M. Johnson,
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Willlam A, Muntgomery,
Andrew A. Brown,
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Reynard Cook, Martin Russell,
Ole Peterson,
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Kiler K. Jones, Esq., of Quincy, 11l., was commissioned Lic.
tenant Colonel, and superintended the organization of the severyl
companies, until Colonel Ileg was relieved of his official duti.«
as State Prison Commissioner. Ile continued his official co.
nection with the regiment until the 1st of Mareh, when, from
some unfortunate misunderstanding, his commission as Lieuten.
ant Colonel was revoked, and the regiment left the State without
a Lieutenant Colonel.  Captain David McKee, of the Scconid
Wisconsin, was subsequently commissioned, and joined tl.
regiment at Island No. 10.

Passing through Chicago, the regiment was presented with «
beautiful flag, by the Scandinavian “Society Nora.” The motto
on the flag was, “ For God and our country.” On one side wus
the American colors, with gilt stars on a blue field. On the
reverse were the American and Norwegian arms, united; the
Norwegian arms representing a lion with an axe, on a red field.
On the flag was inseribed, ¢“Presented by the Society Nora, of
Chicago, to the Scandinavian Regiment, March 1, 1862.” The
flag was presented by C. Ditrickson, Esq., accompanied with a
speech in the Norwegian language, which was appropriately
replied to by Colonel Ileg. The regiment went immediately
aboard the cars, and reached St. Louis on the morning of the
4th, and were ordered by General Ialleck to proceed to Bird's
Point, opposite the mouth of the Olhio, at Cairo. Ilere they
found comfortable barracks, and Colonel Heg assumed command
of the post, leaving Major Reese in command of the regiment.
Iere they 1ommnod engaged in guard duty in the intrenchments,
until the 14th of Malch when, pursuant to orders, Colonel Ilecg
cmbarked his regiment, with the exception of companies C, D
and I, on the transport Silver Wave, and joined the expedition
of Commodore Foote against Island No. 10, near New Madrid,
forming, with the lwent; -seventh I Illmms the land forces—i’_vhlclx
accompanied that expedition, and ‘u‘uved before the enemy’s
works on the 15th, when the bombardinent was immediately
commenced. ITere the regiment remained for some time, inactive,
except the performance of a little picket duty, on a point of land
on the Missouri shore. At this time the surrounding country
was ﬂoodcd, and but little dry ground could be found to encamp
on. This compelled the troops to remain on the tran orts,
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where they suffered much from the cold, and the inadequate
means of cooking their rations.

On the 81st ot March, a portion of the regiment participated
in an attack on a rebel camp near Union_City, to the east of the
town of 1 Ihd\man, Ky. Prococdmtr up the river to ITickman,
they made a forced march to Umon Citg, near which they sur-
prised the camp of a band of rebels, under the notorious Clay
King, completely routing them, and destroying their camp and
its contents, and capturing about a hundred horses and mules,
and several wagons. Company G captured a secesh battle flag,
which was sent to the Governor of Wisconsin as a trophy, with
another, which was subsequently captured at Island No. 10.

The regiment returned to New Madrid, where it remained till
Island No 10 was evacuated, on the night of the Tth of April,
when it was sent to occupy th(, Kentucky shore, opposite the
Island, where the rebels had erected several hattcx ics. They
took possecssion of the camps of the enemy, in which they found
a large amount of stores of all kinds., On the departure of the
forces of Commodore Foote and General Pope, the ifteenth was
left to garrison the Island, and to gather up and protect the im-
mense stores of ordnance and other articles, which had been
captured. The situation was found to be quite unhealthy, and
the duty of the regiment was very severe and laborious. The
companies left at B]l‘d’s Point, joined the regiment at Island
No. 10.

Pursuant to orders, Colonel Ileg left companies G and I, to
garrison the post, under the command of Captain Gordon, of
Company &, and on the 12th of June, procecded with the rest of
his force, to Union City, and reported to General Mitchell. After
a short stay here, they moved to ITumboldt, thence to the neigh-
borhood of Corinth, where they were assigned to Rosecrans
command, in General C. 8. TTamilton’s (llVlSlon thence, on the
20th of July, they proceeded to Jacinto, where they were assigned
to Colonel Carlin’s brigade, of General Jeff. C. Davis’ division.
From Jacinto, they proceeded to Tuka, where they remained till
the 21st of August, when they marched with Davis’ division, to
join the army of the Cumberland, reaching Florence, Ala., on
the 24th of August.




616 MILITARY HISTORY OF WISCONSIN.

General Bragg had commenced his great raid into Kentucky,
and all of Buell's forces were en route to head off any attack
on Louisville. Davis’ division arrived at Nashville on the 8th of
September. March was resumed on the 11th, and the regiment

and division entered Louisville on the 26th, tired, hungry, ragged

and footsore from their long march.

Ilere Davis’ division was transferred from the army of the
Mississippi to the Third Corps, General Gilbert, army of the
Ohio. After a few days rest, the regiment, on the st of October,
marched with the division in pursuit of Bragg, praceeding
through Bardstown. Thedivision was temporarily under the com-
mand of Brigadier General R. B. Mitchell, and was designated
as the Ninth Division of the Army of the Ohio, and the brigade
as the Thirty-first, under Colonel Carlin, consisting of the
Twenty-first and Thirty-eighth Illinois, One ITundred and First
Ohio, Fifteenth Wisconsin, and Second Minnesota Battery.
Arriving within four miles of the enemy on the 7th, line of battle
was formed, and they slept on their arms. The battle commenced
on the following morning, but the brigade was not disturbed till
about 2, P. M., when it was ordered to advance to the support
of General Sheridan’s division. They marched to the vicinity
of McCook’s corps, on the left, where the battle was raging fear-
fully, then moved to the right, and formed in the woods. One
company of the Fifteenth was sent forward as skirmishers, who
soon engaged the enemy. The brigade advanced in line of battle,
exposed to a heavy fire from the enemy’s artillery. The rebel
infantry fell back under the protection of their guns. Notwith-
standing the heavy fire, the TFifteenth Wisconsin and the
Twenty-first Illinois took advantage of the: inequality of the
ground, and advanced steadily, driving the enemy, with his
artillery, before them, until they had reached a point within a
quarter of a mile of the village, when they were ordered to halt,
and lay down behind a rise of ground. The enemy’s artillery
again opened, which was replied to by the brigade battery.
Remaining about two hours, they were ordered to retire, which
was not done until thirteen wagons, filled with ammunition, were
captured by the brigade. It appears that the enemy’s ammuni-
tion train might all have been captured, if the brigade had been
permitted to follow up the pursuit. Notwithstanding their
exposure, the Fifteenth escaped without having a man wounded.
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The division joined in the pursuit, and found the enemy’s
wagon trains passing through L:}ncv"yst01‘. It was drawn up in
line, and skirmishers sent forward, preparatory to an attack,
when peremptory orders were received from General Gilbert to
halt, and not bring on an engagement. Thns the enemy’s trains
escaped, much to the chagrin and indignation of the troops. The
rebel force was only a train guard of five hundred men. The
pursuit was continued to Crab Orchard, where the Fifteenth wag
employed as Provost Guard for a week, when the troops com-
menced the return march, proceeding by way of Danville and
New Market, to Bowling Green, where General Roscerans was
reorganizing the army, and on the 4th of November proceeded
towards Nashville, to Edgefield Junction, where, after resting a
few days, the TFifteenth joined an expedition, commanded by
Licutenant Colonel McKee, down the Cumberland River, towards
Clarksville, in quest of Woodward and Morgan’s guerillas.  The
expedition proceeded down the river about fifty miles, and was
gone five days, and succeeded in capturing about fifty prisoners,
and a large number of horses, mules and wagons. Several well
known resorts for guerillas were destroyed, and also a distillery,
whiskey and salt, together with a quantity of corn, tobacco, cte.
(ieneral Rosecrans, in a complimentary order, after stating the
results of the expedition, concludes:—*“This handsome little
success shows what good infantry can do under an enterprising
leader, and reflects much ceredit upon all who were engaged in it.”

In the reorganization of the army by General Rosecrans, Gen-
cral Davis’ division was designated as the First, of the right wing
of the Fourteenth Army Corps. The brigade was designated as
the Second. :

Companies G and I, left at Island No. 10, m October, 1862,
took part in a brilliant aftair, in which the enemy, under Colonel
Faulkner, with three hundred mounted men, dashed into their
camp before daylight. In the brisk little fight which ensued, the
two companies, under Captain Gordon, with a company of Ili-
nois cavalry, charged upon the rebels in the confusion occasioned
by the darkness, with such vigor, that they fled, pursued by the
cavalry, for fifteen miles. It resulted in the eapture of the rebel
Colonel and his line officers, and ten men prisoners, seven killed
and nine wounded.
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Returning to Edgefield Junction, the regiment moved to
Nashville, and remained in camp, engaged in occasional skir.
mishing, or guarding forage trains, until the 26th of December,
when they marched in company with the forces of Genery!
Rosecrans, to take part in the battle of Murfreesboro. Tewnn:

Davig’ division was in the right wing of the army, under Gen.
eral McCook, on the extreme right, and took position as the
advance division. About one o’clock, P. M., the enemy wa:
found in position near Nolinsville, drawn up in line of battle. A
battery opened on the advancing division, which proved ver;
annoying, and was only silenced by Carlin’s brigade swingin.
round to flank their position, when they limbered up and start: |
to the rear.

In front of Carlin’s division, about a mile distant, was a dvy
cut or gorge in the mountain, known as Knob Gap, throu!
which the Nolinsville and Triune turnpike passes. This gap i
about 300 paces in width, closed in by steep bluff walls. -
the rebels had placed eight pieces of artillery, with a large for
of dismounted cavalry in support. An order to- Colonel C'arli-.
directed that the battery be taken at any risk. It looked lik: -
hopeless job, but Colonel Carlin quietly turned to Lieutena:
Colonel McKee, of the Fifteenth, and ordered him to take e
mand of the skirmishers, and advance rapidly. McKee kn
the danger of the undertaking, but immediately responded *
the order, and taking one company from each regiment of Carlir +
brigade, deployed them in front, and pushed rapidly forwa-!
towards the gap, followed by the brigade. The rebel battery

cight guns, opened with shell, and fired with fearful rapidiay

Steadily, that little band, under their indomitable leader, pushe
on amid the bursting shell, and other missiles, through cornfi 1
and woods, and up and down hill, to the very cannons’ mont*»

The skirmishers are near enough, and open fire. The rc’"
reply with canister. Thelrigade soon gets withinrange, andop
fire along the whole line, and with a yell, make for the bart. «

The men were so exhausted they could not get up adi' -
quick. Colonel Ieg dashed forward on his horse, and the F!
teenth following with bayonets at a charge, drove the cuer.
who limbered up and retired, leaving one gun. Colonel Heg
rode forward on his horse, and with Lieutenant Colonel MceRer,
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took possession of the piece, as a trophy for the Tifteenth
Wisconsin,

Bivouacking at the Gap, next day the command advanced two
miles, and camped, remaining till Monday, the 29th, when they
again moved towards Murfreesboro, and bivouacked, without
fires, the men resting on their arms.

On the morning of the 80th, line of battle was formed, and the
regiment advanced. Company E, Captain Inmnunds’on was
sent forward as skirmishers, who reportedto Lieu?.Co]. ]\'I'cK,ec in
command of the skirmish line. The enemy was cncountered’by
the skirmish line, about 12 o’clock. About 2 o’clock, the Fif.
teenth was ordered to advance and occupy the position’ held by
the skirmishers, which was done, and Colonel ITee found that
(‘aptain Ingmundson had been killed, and one of hiz men woun-
ded. Driving in the enemy’s skirmishers, the regiment advanced
slowly, through a heavy cedar thicket, under a severe fire of
grape and shell, Colonel Heg found the enemy in heavy force
behind a rail fence, near the house of Mrs. William Smith. 1lis
regiment continued to advance, notwithstanding the heavy fire
to within a hundred yards of the enemy’s line, when {11‘101.'1101"
lnutt‘er , on his left and front, opened a cross fire of grape and
canister on his command. The regiment on the right of the
Fifteenth, being unable to stand the enemy’s fire, b(é(ranbto retirve
\\'h(jn finding his flank thus exposed, Colonel Hegcdirected his’
regiment to fall back slowly.  This they did, facing twice to the
encmy, and delivering their fire, in going 200 yards, and taking
position behind a fence, about 800 yards in advance of the cnem .
wlnich1 t{leyTlllleld till after dark, taking off their killed mil’
wonnded, eir loss in this day’s fig 3 ras six ki
R i this day’s fight (the 30th) was six killed
.At 8 o’clock in the evening, the regiment was relieved by the
1';"kct guard, under Lieutenant Colonel MecICee, and retired
:l‘_i';\ll]l(:(:ltof(?nig'l‘(ls to the rear, where they rested on their arms,
1‘"llJ|.‘:;u-]y ne:st- morniflg, the 1'egimc'nF was in line of battle, with
4 tmmunition boxes. A brisk firing was heard to the right.
“Ahl;(x;](:ved to pe the atta,c?{ of th'e rebels on .J ohnsqn’s division,

occupied the extreme right of the right wing, next to

™ . 5 . . . . . . b’
which was Davis’ division, in which the Fifteenth was brigaded.
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Colonel ITeg held the position occupied during the night, il t);e
battery on his right retired, when he fell back about 800 yars,
to its support. The battery again retired, to the vicinity of 3
house, which was occupied as a Union hospital. The regiment
retired with it, and again acted as its support,

Being anxious to rejoin the brigade, Colonel Heg wheeled 1
regiment to the right, and advanced in the direction where 1)
brigade was posted, with a view to assist in keeping the enemy
in check. e took position near a fence, in the rear of 1}
Thirty-eighth Illinois, which was then holding the enemy at hay.
During this time, the forces of Johnson were retiring before ) »
advancing enemy. The Thirty-eighth TIllinois also retired, a« !
the Fifteenth opened fire on the enemy, who was then witl:»
200 yards, advancing towards them in solid column. The o’
tion was held until the appearance of a heavy force on the ris':
left no alternative but to retire or be taken prisoners. WI.:'
engaged at this point, Lieutenant Colonel McKee and sevi:.
others were killed, and several wounded. From this positi
Colonel ITeg found great difficulty in extricating his commu:
as he had to retire through an open field, with the enemy a

~mulating a heavy force on his right flank, which was pouriny

a terrible fire. Joining the remains of Carlin’s brigade, near® -
hospital on the hill before mentioned, the command retirc| *
the Murfrcesboro Pike, where the rest of the right wine !
congregated, between the railroad and pike. The regin
again took position behind a fence when within 400 or 500 v
of the pike, and opencd fire, hut the overpowering numbi:«
the enemy, compelled them again to retire. Crossing the 14
pike, the men were again rallied at the railvoad track, where t!
remained during the rest of the day. Ilere in the railroal .
which passed through a hill, Rosecrans massed his infantry, «
concentrated a large number of his guns. As the triumg’:
rebels would rush up in pursuit of our retiring forees, the=r v
would open, and the infantry would deploy from the railr. !
and pour in a devastating fire, and their ranks would go |
like grass before the mower.

The command remained in this position during the 1st w
of January, 1863, engaged in skirmishing with the enemy's pic & '
On the evening of the 2d, they moved across Stone River, wler¢

LI
R
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the left wing, under General Crittenden, had been stationed, from
which it had been forced toretire, taking position on a high pointof
land in front of the enemy, three-fourths of a mile from the river,
where they remained until the morning of the 4th, constantly
gkirmishing with the enemy’s pickets, in a drenching rain, with-
out fires or shelter, and with scanty rations. Tor five days

Colonel Heg’s regiment fought or skirmished almost continually,

without a word of murmuring or dissatisfaction. In this engage-
ment, our Scandinavian soldiers displayed a courage and
endurance, second to no regiment on that bloody field.

Lieutenant Colonel McKee was killed instantly, by a shot in
the head. Captain Ingmundson -was also killed. The loss of
these officers was a sore calamity. Captains Wilson, Grincger,
and Lieutenant Simonson, were wounded in the engagement on
the 30th, but remained with their companies, and brought them,
in good order, off the field. Captain Gustaveson was slightly
wounded in the foot.

The casualties, from December 30th to January 4th, 1863, were
reported, as follows:

KILLED OR DIED OF WOUNDS.— Field Officer —Lieutenant Colonel David Mel et
Company A —Sergeant Ole Back, Privates Knute Peterson, Ole Larson and Henry Fllj
son, Company B— Corporal Torgrim Mikkleson, Private Lars J. Olson.  Company ¢
I'rivates Gunder E. Hanson, Mathias Mathiason, Knud Filkenson and B. C. Osmundso
Oumpany D—Privates Nils Nelson and Ole Lee. Company E— Captain John Ingmundso
Corporal Andrew Johnson, Private Christopher H. Lee. Company I'—Privates Ole L
Knutsen, Knud Iverson, Johan Flack and Torger Torgerson. Cvmpany I — Corpora
Anders L. Fosse, Privates Hans Gulbrandson, Lars O. Dokken and Knute Larson.
Cumpany K—Sergeant Knud R. Olson, Private John Martinson —25.

WoUNDED.—~— Company .A—Sergeant Ormond .Peterson, Corporal Hans Ingebretson,
Privates Gahn Annunson, Martin Jorgenson, Gabriel E.Somme, Jonas Thompson,
Halver Jorgenson and Lorenz Nelson, Company B— Privates Albert A. Nelson, Anfind
#“yverson, Syvert A. Anderson and Lewis Nelson. Cbmpany C—Corporal Samgucl
Johnson, Privates Lorenz Olson, Torbjon Hanson, O. C. Bergenson, Peter Jorgenson,
Jaeob Jordahland Knudt Hanson, Company D—Sergeant Iver A. Brandt, Privates Halvor
(lvon and John Warp. Company E—Second Lieutenant John N. Brown, Sergeant G.
Granderson, Privates Asbjorn Sacarlagon, Ole Milesteen, Jacob J. Lee, Iver Anderson, Ole
Lindhoe, Anan K jellesvig and William Burgerson, Cvmpany F'— Captain Charles Gus-
taveson, Lieutenant Thor Simonson, Sergeants Johan Oberg and Nils J. Gilbert, Corpo-
raly Gllbert Paulson and Andrew Thompson, Privates Sven Bjorgenson, Ole 8. Olson, Ole
(1ristenson, Thor Thorkleson, Charles O. Morbeck, Elling Ellingson and Albert Olson,
Oonpany H—Captain George Wilson, Corporal Thomas Thompson, Privates Nils J.
F#1v, Peter Peterson, Thomas A. Lanvig, Edlin P. Sime, Nils Emerson and Christian
[ Bolstad,  Company K — Captain Mons Grinager, Corporal Knud Anunson, Privates
Atelers Gulbranson, Iver Jacobson, Ole V. Wingard and T, K. Hundeley —59, Missing,
i1, mostly taken prisoners.

After the battle, with the rest of Rosecrans’ army, the regi-
ment went into camp near Murfreesboro, where they suffered
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severcly for the want of warm and comfortable clothing, provie.
ions and tents. The enemy had obstructed the railroads, and
supplies were with great difficulty got forward. The regiment
remained in camp south of Murfreesboro until the 23d of June,
except about two weeks in February, when the division was sent
to Franklin.

On the 1st of May, the regiment was transferred to the Thirl
Brigade, of which Colonel Heg had been placed in permanent
command, by General Rosecrans. = Adjutant Henry Iauft was
appointed Assistant Adjutant General, Captain Albert Skofstalt
Inspector, and Lieutenant O. IL. Dahl, Topographical Engineer.

The death of Lieutenant Colonel McKee created a vacancy,
and Major Ole C. Johnson was appointed Lieutenant Colonc!,
and Captain George Wilson, Major. Colonel Heg being in com-
mand of the brigade, the command of the regiment devolved «n
Lieutenant Colonel Johnson.

The Fifteenth, with Ieg’s brigade, accompanied the movemner:?
of General Rosecrans’ forces, against General Bragg, at Tulla.
homa, leaving the neighborhood of Murfreesboro on the 24th «f
June, Ileg’s brigade being detailed as the rear guard of ti#
Twentieth Corps, under General McCook. '

We have before deseribed this march of the army, and nothirz
occurred of much historical importance, in which the Fifteer®
was engaged. After driving Bragg out of Tennessee, Gener.!
Davig’ division went into camp at Winchester, Tenn., on the !
of July. On the 17th of August, the onward march was cou
menced, and the division crossed the Cumberland Mountains, *°
Stevenson, Ala., where they remained until the 28th, when tl.: 3
led the advance of Rosccrans’ army against the enemy, in t!*
Chicamauga campaign. Proceeding by a circuitous route, tr
brigade reached the Tennessee River near Caperton’s Ferry, =
the neighborhood of Bridgeport, where they constructed a -~
toon bridge, and the Fifteenth Wisconsin was the first rogi.'.w n
to cross into the enemy’s country, south of the Tennessee i
With the rest of McCook’s corps, the division of General I':
proceeded up Wills’ Valley, to Winston’s Gap, from when e 't
was recalled, when General Rosecrans concentrated his treo it
prior to the battle of Chicamauga. General MecCook’s commat 4
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joined General Thomas’ forces on the 18th of September, the
night preceding the great hattle of Chicamauga.

On the morning of the 19th of September, General Davis’
division was ordered to march at daylight, but it was 8 o’clock
hefore they got in motion. The engagement began on the
extreme left, about 10 o’clock, and the cannonading increased as
the day advanced. About noon they passed General Rosecrans’
headquarters, at the widow Glenn’s house, and were soon after
aent forward at a double quick, and thrown into line of battle, to
fill a gap which existed in the lines at that place, and of which
the rebels were attempting to take advantage, by throwing in a
force, and thus cut the army in twain. ITeg’s brigade was formed
in two lines, the Thirty-fifth Illinois on the left, the Lighth Kan-
«as in the centre, and the Fifteenth Wisconsin on the right. The
Twenty-fifth Illinois was in the second line, as a reserve.
Advancing in this manner, the enemy’s skirmishers were driven
in, and a heavy fire was received from his main line. The brig-
wle continued to advance, however, until the Highth Kansas
hegan to waver and fall back. Being unsupported on the right,
and the regiment on the left thus faltering, compelled the Fif-
trenth also to fall back, which it did, fighting, carrying oft most
of its wounded. Iere Captain Johnson, of Company A, was
killed.  Being reinforced, they regained the lost ground. Colonel
Heg was conspicuously active, and labored with the utmost
Fravery to make up by personal valor, what he lacked in num-
'wrs. The forces in this part of the field were, however,

ompelled to yield to superior numbers, and fell back across an
“pen field. The regiment was stationed in reserve a few moments,
vhen the front line was driven back. The regiment was lying
"I»wn as the Thivty-fifth Illinois passed over them, intending to
torm in the rear of the Fifteenth, but did not, and passed through
v column of reinforcements, which were just coming up. The
f"ll}ﬁ)rcements, supposing the Thirty-fifth to be the: last Union.
riment in their front, mistook the Fifteenth for a rebel regi-
:;!-;rlt,laxxd ~opened f'ire, while the enemy began a 116&1‘\'}7 fire on
"r;;-:" ter side. Being t'hus placed under the galling fire of both
ftiend and foe, the regiment was compelled to break, and each
an looked out, for himself. The regiment wasno more together
that day as an organization, but the men attached themselves
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temporarily to the commands they first encountered, and staid
with them till night.  Another advance was made, and the lost
ground occupied until near sundown, when Lieutenant Colonel
Jolmson proceeded to gather his scattered regiment. About this
time, Colonel Ileg was wounded by a shot in the bowels, which
proved fatal next day. Captain Johnson, of Company A, and
Captain Hauft, of Company I, were killed; Major Wilson and
Captain Gasman were severely wounded, Captain Hanson, of
Company C, mortally wounded, and Second Lieutenant C. §.
Tanberg, of Company D, was also wounded.

The remnant of the Fifteenth was aroused at 8 o’clock next
morning, and put in a_commanding position near the Chatta.
nooga road, to the right and somewhat to the rear of the re:
of the army. About 10 o’clock the skirmishers became engagr!
on the left, and the battle soon raged with great fury on that part
of the field. Sheridan’s and Davis’ divisions were soon order |
forward to occupy the extreme right of the line. Davis’ division
consisted of the Second Brigade, Colonel Carlin, and the Third,
(late ITeg’s,) now commanded by Colonel Martin, of the ]‘]i.{_'l.n!."
Kansas. Carlin’s brigade occupied the front line, his left joininz
Genaral Wood’s right, with the Third Brigade in his rear 3
support. We have clsewhere related the great blunder at Chi-
amauga, wherehy General Wood’s division was withdrawn, ar!
the divisions of Sheridan and Davis were allowed to be outflank: 3
and slaughtered. A recapitulation here is thercfore unneces:ry.
After General Wood’s departure, Colonel Ileg’s bmg:ule. e
ordered to fill the gap, with about 600 fighting men. The 'l ln"-’,
Drigade had hardly time to get into line, before the re‘:-l '
attacked them. Protected by a slight barricade of logs and rai™.
they were warmly received, and repulsed with great S]ﬂl.lgh""
A second charge was also bravely repulsed, soon szter wlnch,.l’- ¢
right and left flanks were turned, Sheridan’s d1v1s1o‘n not.hm" f
come up on the right of Carlin, and a large gap still existed 1

the position vacated by General Wood. Iolding out ’(o_t_]',‘-‘,!ﬂl~

in hopes reinforcements would come, the 19gi~n1;el}t, when _1‘!____"
surrouiided, broke, the last to leave their position, and s
were captured, among them, Lieutenant Colonel Johnson. a
An cffort was made to gather the scattered men near tlw'( :‘
tanooga road, but it proved a failure, and the retreat was contin®
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v mile south of the road, where a good position was obtained,
il here men were gathered from the division, and from most
t the regiments of the corps, who had got separated from their
smmands.  The whole force was consolidated, and the position
" lluntil 5 o’clock in the afternoon, when they were ordered
“'ree or four miles further to the rear, where they encamped’ for
‘e night.  Iere the fragments of the regiment were gathered.
ihe day before, their aggregate was 176, it was now reduced to 75.
The killed and wounded, as officially reported, were :

KiLLED OR DIED OF WOUNDS.— Ficld Officer — Colonel Hans Heg. Company A —Cap-
- 1 J. M. Johnson, Second Lieutenant Oliver Thompson. Company B— Privates John
"neon and Gunder Olson. Company C— Captain Hans Hanson, Private John Simond-
(vmpany D-—Private Halvor Halvorson. Company E— Captain Henry Ilautl
«+; 'y H—Private Knute Bjornson. Company I¢— Corporal Ole M, Dorynass —11.
ANUNDED.— Field Officer — Major George Wilson, severely.  Company A —Sergeant,
t =l Qeterson, Privates Christian M. Johnson, Amund Olson and Hubbard Ham-
+X. (bmpany B —Sergeant A. G. Urnss, Privates Nils Anderson, Osten Knudson,
"1n4 Lageson, Jacob Jacobson and John Inglestad. Company C—Sergeants Christian
-t nnd John Lansworth, Corporal James Overson, Privates Peter Anderson, Torstun
' n!rickson, Basmus Jensen, Hans C., Sorenson and Carl Sobjornson,  Company D —
i Lleutenant C. E. Tanberg, Sergeant Ole M. Bendixen, Privates Thomas Thompson
' \nders Amundson.  Company E— Privates John H. Stokke, Anson Kjellevig and
'+ Hanson. Company F— Sergeant Ole B. Johnson, Privates Ole W. Vigen and Tor-
t P Torgerson.  Compeny H~— Corporal Nels J, Eide, Privates Ole L. HHangnoes and Sam,
Yown. Company I—Captain August Gasman, at the time, commanding Company D,
- 2emy IK—Sergeants Ellend Erickson and Lars A. Larson, Privates Haagen Geterson,
‘*on and Ole Johnson — 37,

Forty-eight were missing, mostly taken prisoners.

Ml the field ofticers being disabled, Captain Grinager took
'mand of the regiment. Soon after breakfast, on the 21st,
“ipanies G and I, which had been stationed at Island No. 10
“+June 11th, 1862, joined the regiment. They numbered
¢''y men—more than all the other companies put together,
"ol breastworks were thrown up, but the enemy made no attack,
** Lthe brigade was ordered, at 10, P. M., to proceed to Chatta-
“oea, where they arrived about daybreak, and commenced
"+ wing up breastworks. 1Tere the regiment, with the whole
"y, suffered severely for fuel, provisions and clothing, there
Wing only a single line of communications over the Cumberland
M ntaing, to Stevenson, 180 miles, which was continually inter-
fﬂ'ﬂl by the rebel cavalry. Captain Gordon, of Company G,
§ e’:ﬁ’ft‘-'l the regiment on the 28th of September, and being senior

Aptain, took command.
40
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On the 11th of October, the army of the Cumberland wa
reorgamzed, and the Fifteenth Wisconsin was assigned to thr
Tirst Brigade, Brigadier General Willich, Third Division, Muj -
General Wood, of the Fourth Army Corps, Major General 0. ¢
IToward. TFrom the battle of Chicamauga up to this time, t!
regiment had been kept constantly in the trenches, and suffer. !
terribly, but they were now ordered into camp, and were mo:
comfortably situated. About one hundred of the regiment w.:-
detailed as guard to aprovision train to Stevenson, the remain. -
on the 17th of October, being sent on duty to the north side .
the river, to build pontoons, ete. The whole regiment w..
again together, with the brigade, on the Tth of November. Tt
Fifteenth was put on guard duty in Fort Wood, until the 2"
of November, when the whole army moved out of their worl:
to attack the rebels on Mission Ridge. On the 24th Gen
Tlooker drove them from Lookout Mountain, and the army «
the Cumberland drove them from their front into their worl:
near the foot of the Ridge. The Fifteenth Wisconsin and Thiz,
second Indiana did the skirmishing that day, and first oceny’
Orchard Knob. At a given signal from Fort Wood, on the 2°*
the whole line advanced, drove the enemy from his works at
foot of the Ridge, and with a yell and cheer, started vp "
Ridge, drove the enemy, captured all his artillery, and a ¢
number of prisoners, the Fifteenth suffering but a trifling b
having only 6 men wounded. On this day, Major i+~
Wilson returned and assumed command of the regiment.

Instead of being allowed a short time for rest, as they Ll
right to.expect, after the excessive and laborious service w’
had been required of them, the Fifteenth was ordered, wit! "
brigade, to march on the 28th, to_Knoxville, in Hast Tentse oo
which place was then besicged by General Longstrect.
expedition was under the command of General Sherman. i
a fatiguing march of 110 miles, with scant rations, and the o o

0y
'

suffering for clothing and shoes, they _reached Knoxville vs *
Tth of December. The service of the Fifteenth in this et
in Tast Tennessee, was one of great hardship, and was of a i3

acter which possesses little of historical importance, interes. 14
to the general reader. It was a constant marching over ing e

able roads, from place to place, remaining only long encug

RETE
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the men to indulge in the hope that they would be allowed once
wore to pitch their tents and enjoy a little rest, when orders
wvould be received to move to another point, where the same
«wene would be reénacted. So disgusted and disheartened did
‘e men become, that only seven of the whole regiment tinally
reinlisted as veterans, although at one time all but five had con-
«ented to do so.  There seemed to be an unnecessary amount of
7 wrdship put upon this regiment in that campaign.

No engagement of importance ocenrred with the enemy in Fast
['vnnessee, except one with Wheeler’s cavalry, at (_lhlurleston,
i which a detachment of convalescents of the Fifteenth took
tart, and in which the enemy lost 10 killed and 167 wounded
-l prisoners.  After spending the winter in guard duty at
~urious points, and remaining but a few days at any one place,
ey finally reached Strawberry Plains on the 9th of March, where
ey 'were engaged in railroad guard duty, picket duty, and labor
n the fortifications, until the 7th of April, when they received
rlers to join the army of the Cumberland, marching 108 miles,
vl encamping on the 16th, at McDonald Station, on the Fast
Unnessee and Georgia Railroad, between Chattanooga and
¢ leveland.
On the 8d day of May, 1864, the regiment, under command
t Major Geo. Wilson, moved with the brigade from McDonald
~ation, Tenn., to Tunnel Hill; near Dalton, entering upon the
‘j:::(:)ltte(i‘ %(t)]jll{)tr:mF.Ca)n;p'aign, arriving amll taking position at
' ocky Iace Ridge on the Tth of May. On the 8tl,
" ir companies of the Fifteenth advanced as skirmishers under
s lieavy fire of the enemy strongly posted on the crest of the
!.3: ".'e.' After a severe skirmish, the left carried the crest, and
"+ regiment ascended to the summit of the Ridge, and held it
w4l relieved by orders from General Newton. The enemy

':lpiod a portion of the Ridge in front of the right of the
“riment, which they held, it being impossible, from the nature
1 the position, to carry it by assault. The regiment remained
) the northern slope of the Ridge, constantly skirmishing
#ith the enemy, until the afternoon of the 11th, when lt;;
=oved with the brigade to the left, to check a reported move-
went of the enemy. ITans Christenson, of Clompany C, and
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ITans Senvig, of Company I, were reported as killed in the
attack on Rocky IFace Ridge. :

On the night of the 12th, the enemy evacuated the posi.
tion, and pagsed through Dalton southward to Resaca. DPursuit
was immediately made, and the brigade joined the army i
front of Resaca on the afternoon of the 13th. At 4, P, M,
the regiment advanced to a position which was exposed to u
Lieavy enfilading five from the artillery, but was partly cover: !
by the enemy’s first line of works which had been taken Ly
the Twenty-third Corps. IHere they were hotly engaged 1 :
about two hours, when, their ammunition being exhanst: !,
they were relieved for the night. Next morning, they mov. !
to the front line, and being partly covered by barrical. .
they succeeded in silencing a two gun battery in their fror
and so commanded the enemy’s works that they could » -
show themselves with safety above them. A desperate char.
of the enemy in the afternoon was successfully repulsed, s
they were very badly punished. Next morning, the rebels |
disappeared, and their works were entered by the skirmi-].
ot the Fifteenth. :

The casualties at Resaca were:

KIirrep or DIt oF WoUNDS.— Company B—Private Andrew Apperheim. (%
¥ —DPrivate George Johnson. Company IT— Corporal William Johnson, (bt
Corporal Peter Haarstad and Private Loren Johnson —5.

WoUNDED.—Company A —Private Knud Oleson. Company C— Corporal W. F. W
and Private Peter Stangeland. Company D — Private Martin Halvorson. Ganj-t !
Private Simon Jorgenson. Company F—Privates Ever Anderson and Michacl 1.
Company G—DPrivates Ienry Thompson and Rier Thorson. Company 1=t
Andrew Torgerson. Company XX —Privates John Johnson and Ole Evenson—1.

Joining in the pursuit, the regiment proceeded with the '
ade through Adairvsville and Kingston, to the neighborli
Cassville.  IIere General Sherman determined to tur:
enemy’s position at.Allatoona Pass, it being considered inj
ble to carry it. Twenty days’ rations were loaded into w..:
and the army was put in motion for Dallas.

On the 25th, the Fourth Corps crossed Pumpkin Vine '

\

"¢ in the vicinity_of Dallas, and on the 26th, took a positict
o ypintrenched themselves on a ridge within 250 yards of the ¢t g4
\

S e e Tth, 4
7" works, the skirmishers driving in the enemy. On the Zith, 34

division was sent about four miles to the left for the purpr o
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developing the enemy, and arrived at g point which was sup
posed to be the right flank of the rebel lines.  ADout 4('1; L\[I -
ITazen’s brigade made an attack and wag repulsed 'f‘]nehtl' ;
line of Willich’s brigade went forward closely fo]lo'wcd by ltllh\
sccond. The Fifteenth Wisconsin crossing g ravine \\rqé)e] tliL
laded by the enemy’s battery. Chargin«rb\vith a yeil ox"er tll :
Recond Brigade, the regiment were so nebm' the enemy’s bre: “‘tb
\x;1\1']<.s tha.t some of them were killed within ten feegof t]u;l;;
h. l)t:,‘lllg impossible to dislodge them, the Fifteenth lay domi
within fifteen yards of the works, and kept up an effectual
musketry fire. The position was held until 9 P. M \\'he;x 1;‘]1
regiment under orders fell back. In attemptin’o‘ to (.'III 7 off’ ﬂ“;
wounded, the enemy charged and took sever ¥ ) .
m-rs,rincluding most of the wounded,
xlu:ut 300 yards to the right, on a ridge 200 yards from the ene-
ty3 works and fortified themselves, This position was oceu-
.‘:u.], C(?n.stant]y skirmishing with the enemy, until he evacuatéd
he position on the night of June 5th.
I'he casualties in this battle as reported, were

al of the men pris.
m &
[he regiment moved

ij'xl.r.r:n OR DIED oF WouNDs. — Company B— Pr
,-& ':n:‘l»l()l(‘) Lovig, Corporals Edward Holby and Gulbrand Locke Privates Iver
'x. e Erikson and Ole Erikson, 2d. Company G— Private ]-‘ricl" L: g k-
‘\'.' Privates John Johnson and Lars Lutson — 10, b
.,]'_\' > — ) ) SerCe. < 7
» ,.,,;,,”;;D %C}fmpany < —Sergeant Ole K. Hanson and Private John TLuner
'_I_"" lt—;. u%r)(\,l:m; Brown Siverson, Corporal Erick Larson, Privates Peter I: t Tleu.
* Gilbertson, ¢ Knudson, Levert Teverson g X ey oy
g . y S and Knud Erickson. (¢
fu -.: ::Hil)hu H(}gnu and Christian Helverson, Privates Ialvor ()l.;nn hf.(')'{“}”!t}"/ W
,'. .1:“1011 Peterson. Company E— Privates Mads Rossum and '1." o
Y owrn — o %
b ‘/( '| Private Reimert Baur. Company G— Lieutenant C. B. Ne
- Myher, Hans Larson and Hans Hanson enloiy

ivate Osten Knudson. Company F—

Cumpany

etrie Johnson,
1son, Corporals
A Privates John B Lo
o . ek ¥ onum and Lewis -
mpany H—Privates Andrew D). Gerder, Ole A. Hamarss Ol(-} II‘\::S ?‘)ll1
arss, 2 L lrosse, Ole

il
f ©tmonand Torbger Larson, (o,
j . T Larson, mpany I—Privates Nelg S 1
& ¢l Ramack, K i 3 o S8 Nels Stonson, Amos Johins
v Uls:)l:]{,&fl\)nml ‘()h son, Ole E. Troay and Peter My hre, ("Nll:rmu T ]‘,'l,;l\?:‘(”ll_'
-son, Albert K. Rice, Charles Olson, Ole Christenson and Christ, Johnson %0,

g lhhc :]?fl,r?s:setg()k U}) po)sitior} near New ITope Chureh, from
B Yy moved .ou.tle 6th of June,” to a position in front of
- tountain, within 800 yards of the enemy’s works, where
'.,‘ r«m‘mned until the 14th, when they moved 200 yzu-ds: to the
= ;t:;}]:l‘i(:ilii a-udff‘ormed on a ridge, within the enemy’s works
e, ”“;h‘ fm:,(i]r %ﬁ)?lt. 01.1 th.e 15tl}, the rebels had disappeared
R b“ 110m this time till the 8d of July, the regi-
Mok ncn‘(. €, were constantly occupied in advancing,
‘ ting, and driving the enemy from one line of works to
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another, on_Pine Mountain, Lost Mountain and Kenesaw, losing
up to the 3d of July, four men killed, as follows: ’

KiLLen — Company B— Private Lewis Nelson. Company D —Private Daniel Peterson
Company 2 —Kirst Lieutenant T, P. Sloan. Company I'— Private Andrew Thompson — (

The enemy evacuated Kenesaw Mountain on the 3d of July,
and the regiment accompanied the movements of the Fourth
Corps towards the Chattahoochie River, occupying a position on
the extreme left of the army. On the 12th, the corps eross]
the river on a pontoon bridge, and next day the division pro.
ceeded down the river to P’ace’s Ferry, and drove the encin
from that place to enable the Tourteenth Corps to cross. Ju'y
18th, the command advanced through Buclhorn, towards A
lanta, and-on the 19th, found the enemy strongly intrenched ¢
the south bank of Peach Tree Creck. The regiment did i
become engaged at this point. On the 21st, the divisi
marched in a southerly direction and passed through the first li:
of the enemy’s works, and found him in position abouta n."
from the first line. Taking position within 200 yards ot ! .
works, they intrenched themselves. On the 22d, they found t!
the enemy had abandoned his position, and they moved forw.
into his sccond line of works. Ilere they expected to 1 -
the city without further opposition, but the enemy were fi:
posted behind heavy forts and breastworks. The Fifteenth v
put in position within musket range of the city, fortified, and
engaged in skirmishing with the enemy and in fatigue duty, »
the 25th of August, when they accompanied the movement
the Fourth Corps to the right to cut off the enemy’s comr.
cation to the west and south of Atlanta. Avriving at Jone’
on the 81st, they participated in the engagement of the 1.+
September, and joined in pursuit of the enemy to Lovejoy's =
tion, having one man wounded. They returned to Atlants -
went into camp four and a half miles south of the city, on
9th of September.  ITere they remained engaged in the per:
ance of picket duty, foraging, ete., up to the 80th of Scpter”
when the regiment proceeded to Chattanooga, and engaz: !
provost duty until the 18th of October, when they were or
to guard the railroad Dbridges between Chattanooga and Wi
sides, with headquarters at the latter place, where they rema:sad
until mustered out of service.

{
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‘We find the following casualties reported as having occurred
after the battle at Kenesaw Mountain : .

. v}\.”:L‘ED OR DIF}D OoF WOUNDY.— At Chﬂt(.’ln()ogn.—(},m]mny B —Sergeant Brow
yvertson, July 6th, and Corporal Erick Larson. Company I—Sergeant 1\:' 1s Stee .
Ty July Sf)!‘ Company H—Private Ole Oleson. At Atlanta,— (fxnleuu (J‘ hp‘. l.‘ 2
Christlun Erickson, July 12th. Company H— Private G. Christenson “\{ £ rivate
umpany H~—Private Wm., Johnson —7. i « At Nashville.—~

Licutenant Colonel Johnson succeeded in escaping from the
rebel prison and rejoined the regiment on the 24th of fu]y 1864
and took command.  Through the Atlanta campaign .t(’) ﬂmé
time, Major Wilson was in command. : ‘

There being more than two months difference between the
muster of the first and last companies, the regiment was mus-
tered out by companies. Companies B, A al?dE were mus-
tered out on the 1st of December, 1864, Company ,C January
I-t, ]'86(_5, G and F, January 14th, T and K, Februmty 11th, D
nul II, February 18th, 1865. TLicutenant Colonel John;ou
' :l’l.:-‘lOI‘Cd out with the last Company.

i emigtingts Wi e Sanior
» s subsequently to he

[irteenth,

Y'“l he se.veral companies as they were mustered out, returned to

b iconsin, were paid off and disbanded. Thus closes the his-
-l‘r._v of one of the bravest and most efficient regiments that

*1sconsin has sent to the field.

) /Al:/‘i/;z’ené(éf Si'i'iliziggz—;;)1'1§:n;;22'elisth, ?01'. Ga}n—by r(*(emilts
A o 16, » 1 substitutes, 1; by dratt,
.",“" veterans, T; total, 906. Loss— by death, 267; missing,

él;;'l;el‘ted, 46 ; transferred, 47; discharged, 204; mustered





