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DANIEL MCTAGGART GRAVESTONE PHOTO

South Kansas Tribune, August 4, 1897:

Ex-SENATOR McTAGGART SHOT DOWN

It is with profound sorrow that we record the shooting of ex-senator Daniel
McTaggert of Liberty, and of his death, and that his slayer was Henry Sheesley, a well

known miller formerly of this city, and lessee of the McTaggart Mill, five miles from
this city.

Differences had arisen between them about the rent of the mill during high and
low water, when the mill did not run, and other minor matters, and McTaggart had
brought suit in justice’s court and received a judgement for $90 and costs, and had

levied upon Sheesley’s flour, grain and other property in the mill, and yesterday was
the day of sale.

Mr. Sheesley was very bitter over the transaction, denouncing it as a fraud, and
especially so when McTaggart refused to allow the judgment to be credited on a note

for $240 which McTaggart had given to Sheesley, but which he claimed was not then
due. '

The fact that the money in the flour and grain being sold, had been raised by
Mrs. Sheesley, by mortgage on her only property in Missouri, also added to the
intensity of Mr. Sheesley’s feelings and he brooded over it and became frenzied.
Although ordinarily very quiet and retiring in his manner, he has a high temper and is
occasionally violent in his expressions.

Yesterday at 10 o’clock Constable C. A. Davis, with Sheesley and his son,
McTaggart and his son, and some neighbors went into the mill and the sale was
commenced. The constable had sold one lot, and was standing a little in front of
Sheesley who stood a few feet distant from McTaggart, he sat on a sack of shorts and
his son on the steps near by. As the auctioneer was crying the second lot, a pistol shot
was heard and almost instantly a second shot, and as the constable turned Sheesley’s
revolver was pointed toward him, he grappled with him, as Mr. Riley and others
jumped forward and got the revolver.

Capt. McTaggart attempted to rise but fell forward towards the door from loss
of blood. He was assisted out in the shade, placed on a cot in a wagon to be hauled
home, about half a mile, but suffered so that he had to be taken out and place in the
shade of a tree by the road side. The ball entered near the left nipple and ranged
downward. He suffered intensely and felling that the wound was fatal, set for Rev. Dr.
Wright of this city. Later he was removed to his home where he lingered until 2:15
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when he died.

The son “Dot” received the second shot, but ran out of the mill before he knew
that he was hurt. The ball struck one hand, grazed the breast, and entered the fleshy
part of the other arm, but he is not seriously injured.

Dr. Andress was sent for, and a message telephoned to Sheriff Moses, who
started at once with Dr. Evans. In the meantime Constable Davis with C. W. Wingate
and Tom McGee brought Mr. Sheesley to town and he was placed in jail. Acting
county attorney Bertenshaw had him arraigned before Esq. Gilmore, and Hon. A. B.
Clark appeared for the defendant. Bond was placed at (unreadable); on the
announcement of death, he was again arraigned on charge of murder in the first
degree and re-committed to jail. Later in the day the county attorney Bertenshaw,
with Drs. Surber and Davis, held a post mortem examination at the McTaggart
- residence.

Ex-senator Daniel McTaggart was born in Canada, in 1840, came to America in
boyhood, and was living in Iowa when President Lincoln called for 300,000 volunteers.
McTaggart early in June 1861, at the age of 21, volunteered in Co. B, 7th Iowa
Infantry. He was soon sent to the front and was with Gen. Grant in his first big battle
at Belmont, Mo., where 36 out of 48 of McTaggart’s company fell dead or wounded.
He, with 98 of his regiment was captured and taken to Memphis, and was confined in a
loathsome prison four months. After days of starvation and peril he escaped and when
80 miles away, was recaptured, & sent to Jackson, for 27 days. Then he was
transferred to Corinth, and during the battle of Shiloh, he escaped from prison, and
made his way to Pittsburg Landing where he rejoined the Union army. At the second
battle of Corinth, he was captured a third time, but made his escape that night. At
Athens, Ga., with 1,200 others he was captured the fourth time, but got away, and
helped to retake the city. He raised a Company of colored troops at Pulaski, Tenn.,
and was made Captain of Co. G, 3rd U S colored troop, and was on many fields of
carnage, and always a brave soldier. At the close of the war he was detailed two years
as superintendent of National Cemeteries at Murfreesboro, Nashville and New Albany,
and with 300 troops re-interred the bodies of 26,000 fallen comrades.

In 1869 he faced westward, and located among the Osages, and in the following
year took prominent part in the organization of our county, was appointed treasurer of
the county, and made a great fight in >70 to locate the county seat at Liberty, where
they had built a log court house near his 400 acre farm and residence.

The captain came to Liberty with money and a good stock of goods, and
prospered. But later lost heavily by crediting the claim takers, and going security, and
after the panic of >73 his own losses, security debts and costs aggregated $17,000, which
ex-district clerk Harry Dodd says he paid. When he began to recover, he built the mill
which proved unprofitable, and with other security debts coming on, he was swamped
the second time. He made heroic struggle to save his home but mismanagement was
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against him and two years ago the fine farm passed into other hands and he became
their tenant. He has been prominent in every public improvement in that part of the

county, and a leader in nearly every contest for roads and bridges, and always a good
citizen.

Capt. McTaggart was elected by the republicans three times to the House and
twice to the Senate, serving for twelve consecutive years in the legislature, and gained
wide influence in local and state affairs, and was influential in Grand Army circles.
Recently he was appointed Regent of the Hutchinson Reformatory. He leaves a
devoted wife, a daughter and three sons—the youngest shot at his side.

Henry Sheesley is aged about 56, is a miller, and an old and respected citizen,
quiet and industrious, not taking active part in public affairs.

Both were good citizens, both members of the Masonic lodge, and both with

excellent families. Their wives and children have universal sympathy in their deep
affliction.

The funeral of Capt. McTaggart tomorrow at 11 o’clock, at Liberty M. E.
church in charge of the Masons, the Odd Fellows and Grand Army comrades also
attending. Sermon by Rev. Dr. Wright, of Independence.

South Kansas Tribune, June 23, 1902:
Henry Sheesley at Liberty

It is announced that Henry Sheesley who killed Daniel McTaggart in Aug. 1897
will leave the penitentiary today. He was convicted at the November 1897 term of
court and on December 15, 1897 was sentenced to five years in the penitentiary. He
has received all the commutation allowed by law for good behavior, and with an
additional short commutation by Governor Stanley, is now entitled to his liberty. He
has been a model prisoner, has had charge of the penitentiary feed mill, and has been
allowed.to go and come almost at will. His family now lives in Carthage, Mo., where
they are doing well and doubtless he will rejoin them at once.

Contributed by Mrs. Maryann Johnson a Civil war researcher and a volunteer in the
Kansas Room of the Independence Public Library, Independence, Kansas.
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To: stri_information@nps.gov

From: kenleyallen@hotmail.com

Date: 06/02/2007 09:00AM

Subject: From NPS.gov: Info on 1865 Provost Marshall M'boro and Nat'l Cemetery

Email submitted from: /stri/contacts.htm

HON. DANIEL McTAGGART, proprietor of flouring mills, cotton gin, etc., is a native of the
Parish of De Henrysville, Canada East, born August 2, 1840; lived in Rock County, Wisl.,
from 1851 to 1852, then in Chickasaw County, Iowa, until July 8, 1861, when he enlisted as
a private in Company B, Seventh Iowa Volunteer Infantry, serving in that regiment until
January, 1863, being Sergeant of his company, when he was mustered out. He immediately
recruited a company of colored troops at Pulaski, Tenn., being commissioned Captain of
Company B, third Alabama Colored Infantry, it being changed three months later to thle One
Hundred and Eleventh United States Colored Infantry, he continued in command of the
company until he was mustered out in May 3, 1866. The story of his military career is a
very thrilling one. At the Battle of Belmont, November 7, 1861, he was captured by th
rebels, and was imprisoned at Memphis, Tenn; about the first of March, 1862, he mad‘b his
escape, but was recaptured seven days later, having had but two meals and some roasted
corn during that time. After twenty-seven day's spent in the dark dungeon at Jackson
Tenn., he was removed to Corinth, escaping from there six hours after his arrival, he
reached the Union Army, distant thirty miles, after three days' travel. He was again taken
prisoner October 7, 1862, at battle of Corinth, but successfully escaped after two dast and
one night a prisoner. At Athens, Ala., October, 1864, he was again captured, attemptéd to
escape the first night, but was not successful in effecting his escape until the next niglint,
reaching the Federal lines within a few hours, he guided the course of the Union troops so
that Athens was recaptured by our army within two or three days. During the summer of
1865, he was Provost Marshall at Murfreesboro, Tenn., and assisted to make the Natignal
Cemetery at that place. He then superintended the arrangement and construction of the
National Cemetery at Nashville, and had charged thereof for a period of two years,
afterward appointed to superintend and lay out the National Cemetery at New AIbany,LInd.,
finally leaving the Government service January 1, 1869. Having become accustomed to the
Southern climate, he determined to locate to Southern Kansas, rather than reside and
where he would be exposed to the cold and bleak winters so common in the States further
north. In February, 1861, he located on Osage Indian lands, on Section 11, Township 33,
Range 16. He now resides on Section 14, adjoining the section where he first settled. hn
May, 1869, he put up a store about three miles east of the farm; in the following month he
built a store at Verdigris City, and carried on both stores for about one year; he then \
consolidated his mercantile interest and located at Liberty, continuing in trade there till
1872, then moved to the present town of Liberty, two and a half miles distant from th‘ old
town, remaining there until 1876, doing nearly all the merchandising at the point, alsq
serving as Postmaster and express agent all the time, and railroad agent from 1872 t
1875. He was the first County Treasurer, being appointed to the office. In November, 1882,
he was elected a member of the Kansas House of Representatives, proving to be a valuable
and efficient member thereof. Captain McTaggart has evinced such ability and uprighthess
in his public life as to make his influence potently felt. From the fall of 1869 to the prdsent
time, he has owned and lived on the farm where he now resides. In 1875, he erected his
flouring mills, capacity sixty barrels per day, on the Verdigris River, near his residence; in
1880, he put up a cotton gin. He estimates that 150 bales of cotton were produced in
Montgomery County in 1882. For the last three years he has supplied the Osage Indians, in
the Territory, with their flour. The balance of the product of his mills finds sale in the ‘
markets of this county. The Captain was elected member of the Legislature in 1882, on the
Republican ticket, by a majority of 300. At the same election, George W. Glick, the |
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Democratic candidate for Governor, received a majority of 200. This vote indicated the
personal popularity of Capt. McTaggart among his old associates and acquaintances. He was
married at Murfreesboro, Tenn., June 4, 1866, to Maggie A. Beigle, a native of Altoona, Pa.
They have four children - Hattie, William, Alton Charles and Claude D. The oldest was born
at New Albany, Ind., the other three being native born Kansans. Dan McT. founded my
home city of Liberty,Kansas in it's cemetery he lies burried. His photo is available upon
request. Kenley Allen 108 Main St Bell Buckle, TN 37020 931-639-0755





