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T}fpwai Southern Homestead

Of Col. Reuben May Recalls
fdany Incidents of His Life

Interesting
Character of
Vernon County

By ROBERT C. DUNN

OLONEL REUBEN MAY, u.typi-

cal  soutbern gentlemau, was,
never. the - toast of,the
gouth, hut Iy became an acknowl-
edged figure- -among the pioneers of
Viroqua where he lived from: the
“time the Civil war ended until his
ceath in 1902. During all of those
years he clung to those habits and
customs: so typical ~of the south,
adapting them to this more northern
In the minds of men, who
today remember him as they suaw
him when they were )oun"sters
about Viroqua, Colonel May wns a
huge strapping fellow-—a man with
a bit of the dash of the soutl, a
romanptic figure. They remenber
him as they used to see him riding
nbout his great.700 acre farm four
miles west of Virogua on what Is
50.

Jo our mivd there is a bit of ‘stir-
ring oratory, first given by one who
has already been forgotten, which
gives a mental image of this man
and hig life. The opening words of
that Lit of oft repeated oration tells
“of Colonel May, for he was of the
new south before it was born.
memory gerves faitbfully the name
of the oration is The .Néw South,
and it starts thusly: “There was u
South of slavery and tradition. That
South is dead. There is a South of
Unlon and Freedom. That South,
thank, God is . living, breathinf'
growing every hour.” .

That was Colonel May, accordmg
to the picture given by relatives ana
friends who knew him well. He was
living, be was breathing, he was
growing -every hour. There is ro-
mance in those words. Just s0 thg,re
was romance in the Colohel )d his

¥fe.
(Neat pryc- 13 Cotnim <)
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_HISTORIC LANDMARK

‘the above house, the
former home of Colofiel Reéuben May, near Viroqua, téday-1s.one of tho. his-;
torle marks of Vernon county. Tt was one of the palatial homes of the coun-
ty years ago, similar to the plantation homes of the south. Col. \m)- cameo
to Viroquan at the close of tho CIvIl war, bullt the home and lived in it until
l{\fs ld]ealh fn 1902. Sincc then it has been OCCUplCd by the Louls Thoempson
amtly .

Stmndlnx for nearly. thrce-quarters of 2. century,”

of the armny, when he came tn bis
new home. Celonel May fought in
the battle of I'érryville, Laurel HIlI,
Stone River,” Mnrfreesboro, the Sicge
of \icksly\xrg. Jackson, Miss.,, Comut,
River, ia., Semmes Post, and Yel-
Iow Bayou Ile was wounded at
Murfreesboro ¢ ud lald up for four
months. His £on, Tom, was also
wounded fn th<e war, Iosing one eye.

On his arr’ :al_hero-he- bwllt—the';
house that §1‘ll/stands, a low, ram-:
bling strucfu‘y,o typical of southern'!
plantatighs. “What appears to bel
the mai Tt of the house.is really
the ne‘we;};part for it was appar-
g-.nt!y buift by putting two_ smaller
‘houses tBgether.” The front of the
house j& estraordinarlly- wide and
—{there ‘}.t're two wings to the rear.
Wherd one wing was added it wasg
appgfently put together without re-
mofing either of the outside walls
;’1(1 as_a result the wall-bhetween
e rooms is between a foot and a

,’halt and two feet thlck,
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~Avere of fine material.

_ nearly to hls knces.

Home Among Strq,nf/rs

The ocation goes “Dr. Tal-
madge has painte(L/{or you, with a
master's. hand, the picture, . . .”
arcd so today isﬁ attempt to pamt
the picture of/
driven from Mis home in the sout
as he built gnd progressed in thie, A
practically few country, amomé dl-
most a strAnge people.

It is only fair to presen,t the pic-
ture of Colonel May as hs* appeared

‘1)ost‘;é)vm':ﬂtqrfaﬁ/w.(‘lly of the south.

‘e;#,wore a large-brimmed, black,
th falt hat, and coat and “nhthar
The coat was
a long black P’rince Albert, hanging
Riding breeches
were what he wore for the most
part about the farm, with bigh
leather riding boots. And -he .was
always astride a fine thoxou«hbrwa
horse he called Prioce.

The story is told that he slept
with a revolver under his pillow ut
night, and that he somewhat fearéd

-réprisals froin his Kentucky rela-

- tives. He had two large wolf hounds ..

- them about,

'and wolf hunting was a favorite

snart of ig, for there were many of
the mneighborhood at
that time. It is said tbat he was an
especlally kind master and treated
his farm hands kindly. But be was
dignified aond a bit alvof of mein.
He was near six feet in beight and
broad-shouldered, though his sonsg
were bigger than he.

His titlec of Colonel is not a sob,ri\
quet. He was fully entitled to it.
He enlisted in the Union army and
first served as Iiecutenant Colonel
of the Sth Kentucky Voluntcer in-
fantry and later as Coloual of the
7th Kentucky Volunteer infantry.
Colonel May’'s parents came to en:
tucky from Virginia, and the Colb'l(‘ll
was born in Pike county, near Cat+,
tletsberg, Jupe 23, 1815. On Marce
5. 1835. he was married to Miss
I'mma Honaker, whose family mov-
ed to Vernono county in 1837,

Neighbors Annoyed Him

It was bis entrance in the war
Yith the Unfon forcés that led
eventually to his coming to Viroquu.
Relatives and neighbors depraded
his property, killing and carrying
off his livestock and burning his
barns. His wife with her children
set out for Viroqua, &nowing she
would find safe harbor where her

" Tamily was already safely esconced.

" place.

She bought the property that has
ever since been known as the Col-
onel May property for $1,000, so the
ttory goes. She moved her litde
family, minus the head of the home,
who was still away fighting for his
country, to a little house on the
Thbere they remained until
‘shortly after October: §," 1864, the
date the Colonel was mustered out

his\man; practiml! A

Employed Many Men
The property, when Coloncl May
owned. it, amounted to nearly 700
acres. He- employed six or seven
men throughout the year besides his
sons, and at harvest time had a reg-
ular army of hired labor. Onec of
the notable Incidents of hig lite on
thls farm was the finding of lead
on the property. Ile expended near:
ly $4,000 In sinking shafts and
makiog diggings, and mined enough
lead 16 bring him in about $800., The
mines nre still visible from the high-
way on the left of the road going

west from thé farm home. They ave |

atop the bank of thc first left hand
tmn i .

-Some claim that Colonel May was
one-of the first in Vernon county to
mise tobarco, and J. D. Houu\er.

€ Viroqua, a nephew of the Lo.\»nel
declured that the Colonel raised one
crop shortly after arriving here, but
uid not attempt it again for years,
one of the reasons being that there
was no market in or near Viroqua-

He bad elght sons. Richard dying
some time prior to 1884. The other
hoys were Zwing, William, Tom,
Rascomb. Tonnje. Bob and Hugh.
Lonnie, Bob and Hugb are still liv-
ing in California. Lonnpie lived in

Viroqua "until last rall whben he
moved to the west coast to join his |
brothers. He also had five daugh-
ters.

Colonel May was an eloquent
speaker and bhad a rvemarkable and
wonderful voice that could he beard,
it is sald. at a distance of four
blocks. He was a democrat at first,”
and after serving as a member of
{he state assembly, ran for state
senator and was defeated. That was
m 1875, When the Greenback party
wasg formed a few years later he
became a member and ran for gov-
erpor on that nparty's ticket in
1879. His wife died in 18S1 and
on February 28, 1883, he re-mar-
ried, taking as his wife Mrs. Phebe
A.- Alken, nee Dolliver.

Throughout his life he was a
Methodist, and was known to be a
religious man. He took good care.
of -his family and became a figure
of prominence in the community.

Home Still Stands

Iis bome slands today a monu-
ment to ‘his integrity and lhard
work. It is but a shell of its former
self. Its walls.are sagging, its base-
ment walls are crumbling away.
Lxcept for a few coats of whitewash
and fresh wall paper, it has not heen
materially changed since the Mays
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COLONEL REUBEN MAY

lived in it. The Loms 'l‘bomp'ion
family, of 1hich Mrs. Thompson
and two of her sons are left on the
farm, have occupicd the place for
the past 27 years.’

At the rear of the house ao outer

;i shed stands just as it did years ago

except that it is much the worse for
On the ridge is the same old-
dinner bell which the Mays usod to
call the men from the field Inr
meals. Fur{her back is an old stone|
shed, and beside it is a large jron;

Kettle probably used years ago fm,
boiling dawn rap o some vther use.

To the rear and left of ‘the house as'
one faces the road are the remnants
of the old Col. May school. It for-
merly stood 100 or 150 yards fur-

school,
ischool was built 200 yards east of

o Y

ther east in a field that is now cul-
tivated, aud even 23 years ago the
children ot the district attended the
About 25 years ago a new

the - old location, and eight or 10
vears ago the present modern school
Louse was built, about the doorway -
of which is the legend, “Col. May
School Distrlet No. 7.7




