—
i,

.:Lit.

gan!.”ioi' iess than

Soldia

Lo w1

of a brave odyssey of nupe. -
For the slender youth, Lt.
Charles Martin, cavairyman ua-
der Gen. Joseph Wheeler, poured
out the high spirits and confi-
dence, the pain and horror of war
in 35 letters he wrote to his teen-
age sister, Dalton Martin, back in
their home town of Newnan, Ga.
Charlie’s letters to his sister
had teen kept in a shoebox by her
daughter in California until 1973
when another relative, Lawson
Beville Jones of Tampa, Fla., vis-
ited her in Los Angeles. Dziton’s
daughter gave the letters to
Jones, and he in turn gave them
to his daughter, Mrs. Lloyd
Carver of Nashville. ;
In those carefully written let-
ters—some of them on pale blue
stationery bought at high price
wherever he could manage~—the
siender script of a well educated,
sensitive youth tells the story of
unfailing patriotism and uncom-
plaining endurance.
Member of Company A, First
Regiment, Georgia Velunceers,
Martin must have volun-

J almest ibe day the wofhe-

on May 11, 1861, he was wri{ing
from his secoad post: the Warr-

ington Navy Yard, site of today’s
‘US. Naval Air Training Com- .

mand, near Pensacela, Fla.
Basking in- the ‘pleasant

“breeze” off the Gulf of Mexico,
‘Martin wrote that the Navy Yard

“is the most beautiful place [ rave
ever seen. So many pretty flower

“gardens and yards, beautiful resi-

dences, smooth brick pavements
and streets, beautiful groves,
etc.”

“None of us knows when the
fight will commence,” he write.
“It may be in two weeks or it may
be six months...That we wiil 2in
the victory and take the fort I
have no doubt, but it may cost the
life of many a brave and ‘rue
man.. - .

a mouth iater, .

<\..,,§.~

>n we open fire
210 or 15 days

the (et enough to sto
it a grand and glos
thus to think of two or

cannons firing at
time, day and nizt
or 15 davs? [t will shake iie earth
for many a mile around.”

But by Dec. 12, 1851, Martin
was writing from a camp near
Winchester, Va., after a march of
184 miles.

“The whole distance we walked
except 25 miles which we rode on
the RR,” Martin wrote. “The
country through which we passed
is a very pretty country, the peo-
ple mostly kind and generous and
the whole country far different
from North West Virginia...To-
day it is cold and windy and very
unpleasant. We are camped two
miles from Winchester, a very
pretty city nearly as large as At-
lanta, with a large number of
beautiful women.”

Martin explained that the lady
refugees were mostly from Wash-
ington City, Wheeling, Alexandria
and Baltimore and had barely es-
caped from “the clutches of the
Yankee.” He mentioned a wound
that might leave him without full
use of one arm, but he said, “Oth-
erwise my health is very good and

- T weigh 155 pounds, ten pounds

more than I ever weighed Ue-
fore.” g

It was toward the ead of 1862

that he neared the Battle of Mur-
freesboro, but he had no idea of
that when he wrote his sister
about a journey that was to begin
on Dec. 21, “in pursuit of some de-
serters.”

“We followed them to Hunts-
ville, Ala.,, where we arrived on
Christmas Day, and put up at the
Huntsville Hotel awaiting further
orders
(where his commanding officers
were).” he wrote.

“We spent the 25th, 26th and
part of the 27th in {ine style, en-
joying ourselves highly..on the
evening of the 27th having
received a telegraph dispaich
from Col. Morgan to return, that
the great battle of the West would

from Murfreesboro -
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be fought in a few days, we left
Huntsville and on the night of the
30th stayed 35 miles from Mur-
freesboro.

“On the morning of the 31st we
heard the distant rumbling of ar-
tillery and knew the battle had
commenced. Putting spurs to our
horses, we reached the scene of
action (33 miles distant) by one
o’clock.
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“W?!qn we arrived, our brigade
(Wheeler’s) were then preparing
to attacka portion of the enemy’s
left wing. We pitched in and the
thundering roar of artillery and
rattle of musketry crowned ev-
erything until night put an end to
the dreadful and awful carnage.

“All was silent for the ballance
of that night. Some of the piteous
moans of the wounded and dieing.
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(There were 9,000 casualties on
both sides.) We had driven the en-
emy back two miles and lay on
the bloody field till morning.

“When Genls Wheeler, Morton,
Buford and Pegram’s brigade of
Cavalry, all under the Command
of Gen. Wheeler, commenced op-
erations in the rear of the enemy,
between Murfreesboro and Nash-
ville,- for four days and nights

o

sttars a New View of Battle of Murfreesboro

After Battle of Murfreesboro, Lt. Martin and fellow Confederates™
""did what has not been done since the commencement of the =
war!”—"'Captured @ Gun Boat with the Cavalry.” After riding

through five days and nights .of snow and sleet and icy under-
iy brush, they captured numerous Federal boats on the Cumber- -
' land, laden with supplies for Unicn soldiers stationed in Nashville.

: by

without any intermission did our
Cavalry operzte in therear of the
enemy, burning waggons heavily
laden ‘with Yankey supplies, cap-
turing prisonsrs and Negro Con-
trabands, and harassing the ene~
my in a great many ways.”

In that letter about the Battle
of Murfreeshuro, written on Jan.
20, 1863, at Fraaklin, Martin said'

(Turn to page 5-F) ¢
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© (Continued from page 1-F) - ¢ troopsare all quartered inhomes. Writing a few weeks later from “a camp A
he shared the.shock of most of 1am staying at the hotel. near Fosterville, Tenn.” on Feb 11, 180, o
© the Confederate soldiers when We will remain here three or  Martin told his 16-year-old slster 1aut 57 % 2
St Bragg let a decisive victory slip four days more until we are rest-  shocked to hear of her engagement 10 "haias
2 through his fingers. ed and get our horses shod, and ~ my.” [
. wait for reinforcements from “Now who in the world iis Sammy?” he

“After Gen. Bragg retreated  Camps, when we will proceed on  asked with brotherly concern. *\Wi
(much to our astonishment), we some other expedition under our  come from, which way is he guin;
were ordered to bring up the rear  gallant and daring little leader,  he belong 10, etc.? Now I think Lhave
and protect the waggons, etc, Brig. Gen. Jos. C. Wheeler, one of 1o know all these things ami shall o
which we did successfully, repulss 'the bravest, coolest, most daring  whole history of the affair in your neat.,

ore din he

ing the enemy whenever they at: and successful Cavalry Com- “What in the world has gof into our family,

taﬁked us. o . ‘manders in the Confederate = arethey goingto marry at once?..I believe an
After we had sent the Yankees ~Army, John H. Morgan not ex-  armistice will be declared this Spring..When
t\;\?lel to .Xurfrge.sbo;o, ng:. cepted.” this war commenced, [ was a thin weakly boy.
Wheeler with our brigade consist s Now I am a Man and can stand anything that
e o ity orenalen advisot b Young e fesiana® '
the 8th Confederate, two Tenn.  goon iy = or extravagance or In July of that year he was put to the test at
batalions and our Regt., with two .05 He seat messages to her to the decisive and gruesome Battle of Getlys
pieces of Artillery, started on our =y, delivered to friends and rela-  Durs. From Hagerstown, Md., on Juiy 4, 13
expedition to the Cumberland o054 home, and teased some of he wrote a letter that begah: “Anvther Zyv
River, and captured boats that v %1 Boobiotic Miss Fannie — and bloody battle has been fought and thiik
were on the way to Nashville with | cjhoun, about how General ~GedIam still alive and safe.
S government supplies, = " Wheeler would meet even her re- “The day after I wrote you from Chambers-

Nas_hvxl]e had fallen_into the { quirements for a brave husband. burg, Pa., about the first of the month, we
hands of the enemy in February . % ) . : took up the line of march in an easterly direc-
1862, and had become a store- [ “You caf tell Miss Fannie Cal-  {jon and continued until we met tie civmy at
house for Union equipment ana hO}‘“'the first time you see her  Gettysburg. Then the most desperate
food. To cut off that supply wougd hat as Gen. John I’{. ‘Morgan IS ploody battle of the war took place, commenc-
strangle - Yankee operations in married and as she is desirous to . ;

: : ns 1p ¢ : ing July the Ist and ending July 4th.

b,y many directions. and Martin de- | marry aman of brave and daring “The victory was ours, but it was a dear
o seribed in vivid terms the desper- spirit, 1 will give her ‘my com- |

: bought victory.”
“ate race to block supplies sent to | mander, Gen. Wheeler,” Martin OPBaLviptory :
Nashville by river. 4

YU n the | f In that battle, as in the Battle of Murfrees-
; . © . wrote his sister in the letter from  yoro, Martin felt sure that the Confederates
“After four days and nights of * Franklin.

. o . had won. In the case of Gettysburg, the bloodi-
fast travel through rain & mug, = “Tell her he is a graduate of gt battle in the bloodiest war in Ainerican
Snow and hills, biiter, bitter Cold, West Point, young (35 years old),  yistory, the final victory fwent 1o Federal
| swimming swollen creeks, riding ¢ handsome, five {eet, ten inches: " forces, | H !
"“through underbrysh covered wita & tall, high dark hair, blue eyes, “It is hard
snow and ice, after four days ¢ quick spoken, weighs 150 pounds,
laughing and crying, talking and | quick perception, good common
singing, hollering and whispering, 7 Sense with the ag:qmred good dis-
riding over beautiful valleys and ~ position, Georgian by birth, an  ter the fighting ended. “but I can with safety
rough and barren mountains and . Alabamian by adoption, and one  guv that our loss greatly surpassed any olher |
wilderness, Suffering from hune of the bravest, coolest and at the  pattle of the war, in killed, wounded and pris-
ger and too much to eat, we ar same time most daring little ras=  gners. It will not fall short of 20 thousand and
rived at the banks of the Cumber- - cals in the army. - : may reach as much as 25,000.”
land 40 miles below Nashville, * “He is by appointment Chief of Martin's accuracy is atiested by the fact
and did what has not been dore & the Cavalry of Bragg’s Army and  hat today historians estimate Confederate
since the commencement of the | will undoubtedly be soon pro-  jggses at 22,500.

war: moted 1o _Maj.' Geen. of‘.ga,xval_ry. He told of his own brush with death, when {t
“Captured a Gun Boat with th Tell Fannie that in consideration  yqwray up o the color bearer and demanded |
;

at times to estimate our loss, as
the reports have not yet been made,” Martin
wrote his sister from a “camp near Hagers-
town, Md.” on July 9, 1863, only five days af-

-

Cavalry. We rode down the bank of the great interest I feel in het "4y, g rrender of their colors.”

of the yCumberland for five day a}rxx‘d‘ for %‘e ‘fneﬁ'xdshxp ébe‘“ heg: “They at once surrendered, both the color
and captured one Gun Boat with t “GI w‘wﬁw? er Ly omman bearer and the color guards,” he said, but as
five heavy pieces of cannon 0u er, er;.. ¢ ‘fg ‘ff‘ S ster th he dashed “almost 40 steps” ahead of his men,
board. River boats very heavily . Mar 'g‘ ‘; 2 15:8)8 e}l; ter&v[s{as one of the enemy who had already suricn
laden with sugar, coffee, moles: not a Confederrate Pos ice  gured turned on him and “knocked me on the

s ! “in 30 miles of here (Franklin),” : ; ; A at i s
ses, rice, candles, soap, crackers,. M ; . 4ide of the head with his musket and laid e
bréudy, ’whiskey and se’llt, quanti- EF“ ihef&?;iomzu any letters t0 )t ]ike a bee. The blow stunned me aqd wh(:n
ties of other supplies, also §0i* im 1o mas I recovered my senses, three of them ware
| prisoners. ! ’ Less than two weeks later, on dragging me off as a prisones.
wafter taking ~of: everythinf’ Feb. 1, 1863, Martin was writiog Martin had visions of being thrown luto vue

. ¢ : i T4 s sister triwmphantly op 4 Page  of the Yankee prisons, wikn widdenly soie o
é’%izt. v:\fécé}gz‘%f ?ggyttgagu\:ﬁ?\qg;% cut out of “one of the Books Cip-  his own ren rushed forwird, “rabed b yei”
erything on board. There wers tured ou one of the houts j“’lf““‘ and rescued Martin aftey killing his vapio:
also about 15 Negroes (runaways) we took while on the Cu,l,nbcrlaud‘ «“The contest raged a lew tuinutes Jonfer
on board each boat, which:we -river below N:is!wille. &ie Was  hen the Yanks fled in wild disorder and con-
sent back to camp. £ writing from Fosterville “on the g ijon » Martin continued. “We pursued them

“Went little further down ’the Shelbyville anfi Murfreesboro until so tired down that we could not go any

; ! river and burnt half-million dol- Turnpi‘ke, .%2 miles from the for- ¢, riner. Our Legion captured two stands of

™ e | lars more of Yankee supplies. The mer place. ; color, and more prisoners than we had men
i only way the Yankey army at He told her that the Battle of engaged. Many a Yankee w(a‘s‘shot dead with

Nashville received or could Murfreesboro was too much to the muzzel of our guns within 12 inches of

receive its supplies from ‘\he  write in one letter. It would have  their bodies...” ¢

T

1

. North'issby the Louisville & Nasa= - to wait for a visit home to tell the Transferred to General James Loqgstreet's
" ville R.R., and«thg Cumberland whole horrid tale. army, Martin maintained his cptimism, feel-
~ River. John H. Morgan<hag ci “To describe the Battle of Mur- ing “that Genl. Longstreet will do what is for

: | stroyed the L. & N., and c-!gwireesboro would be a Herculean “the best.” ; )
AAAA : | Wheeler has rendered the naviga-  task.and would take hours,” he “1 am being hopeful and look forward with
v . tion of the river not only unsafe wrote. “Itéawas an awful, grand  joyful anticipation to the result of the Spring
: * but unprofitable. So the Yankcvs  and sublime sighti«100,000 men  Campaign,” he wrote. “1am in my usual good
. are in a pretty bad condition in  arrayed against each other in  gpirits, and in the €nj toof r:s.f)d

. the way of supplies. . deadly combat, 200 muskets fir*é pealih...0ur Legion has aifered to re-enlist.
“Gen. Wheeler left part of the ing almost incesently, over 10,000 Martin' last battle was the long siege at.

\ brigade to guard the river:and - horsemen rearing, plunging and  Petersburg, Va, .wherg Grant and Lee had”
. ecame with the ballance of the charging upon one gnother, nec-  their armies locked in combat from June,
Command to this place, Franklin, essarily presents a sight which to 1864, to April, 1865, when the Union forces
© avery pretty and wealthy village - give a description would take a  suffered 17,000 casualties and the Con-
' 18 niles from Nashville. The long time,” he wrote. federates 13,000. Martin was fatally wounded

i




1 in September, 1864, and a soldier friend of his,
~ J. J. Barnes, wrote Martin’s sister on Oct. 24,
1864, from “near Newinarket, Va.” to tell of
Martin’s last hours.
_ Barnes had talked to two nurses who “wait-
. ed on Charlie in his last moments” and they
" told of Martin’s brave outlook. He told them
that he “gave his life in a good cause and
would give ten such if he had them.”
A Mr. Jones and his family, ardent Method-
ists of the Front Royal, Va. area, had “shown
! every attention in the power of man” to the
wounded Martin, and “gave Charlie a very
. deacent burial,” Barnes wrote. “He was bur-
i jedinthe church yard in a gond poffintt o

l'( nnarently another member of Martin's
i ) ﬁg& had (}llied ahout the same time. More-
i gver, Barnes wrote, his own brother had been
*wounded and “left in the hands of the ene-
my...to suffer in prison.” . o t
“] hope you will try and bear it wm‘x‘ orti-
tude,” Egar}(xes concluded his sad letter, “know-
 ing they died in a good cause and are much »
" petter off today than those that are still bat-
- tling with the cruel foe.” )
! Agnd then he apologized for ending the letter .
- abruptly. ¥
- " “Ipwi%l close -as ‘my hand is too cold to
! write,” he wrote shakily on the pale blue sta-

. tionery, now yellowed with much reading.
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At Battle of Gettysburg, Martin said, "We had it hand to hond for
some time...Sword crossed sword, and bayonet crossed baycnet.
We were all mixed up together and thrusts were passad with terri-
ble rapidity.”” Martin had a narrow escape when a Union scidier
he had captured turned on him and knocked Martin uncon:ous
with a ""blow on the head with his musket.” Fellow Confederates
rushed forward to rescue Martin in furious fighting.





