B, onkngmtﬂ'.ho Theomyimidentotwlhicrtionmm

OGotober 1, vhen six men of Company K departad,™ Relatively, hovever,
the Eleventh never had & desertion problem. |
Aéx'eammtmtialmublem-thatmmmuofﬂw
age. As early as Beptember 10' s private in Company B secured his
duehargeontrmsxmmdsthtthumamr After two xore had
mmw-mm@,”mtrmxmmmmwnmt,
exploded. Henry Twiford, age ninetéen years, had voluntarily joinsd
Bernet's ccapany. His psrents scoc visited Bennet, snd #sked him to
be kind to their son, for ha was & good boy. Andbecmene?nry“
wmtmu,wummc@mwmummmmw
%o report on their son's heslth. Bennet resdily agreed. He should
have ssked for written permissicn to retain the boy. Two months
later the parents tried to have Henry released on a writ of habeas
corpus . Bennttm‘keto‘netroit,. ralating the facts and asking for
mtmtm,mm‘mmbcrtm that this issue would
hmtpbemﬁedvatom, timcnmlyMt'otthme
under tventy-cne.’3 Mo record has been found of Robertson's reply,
but it is significant that Henry Tviford remained a soldier, and that
w#mvcmrmmowrm&tmmmmtwm-

M&u

4omsa., pp. 50, 85.
ug AC' ”. n' 12, % ﬁ, hs, 81!
helbidc, w. 9, 51’ &D

X
BBeannin Bemnet to Robartson, ¥ov. 1861,
Bervice Racords. : % Reglmental

Bigecord, Eleventh Michigan Infantry, pp. 47, 96.
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mui,afwhttvithoutmuon,mdsmmnlo‘ud
weo\n-torder,butmctofthamltucxnout. meyhadenlistcd
to fight, and they were dstermined to stay until they had, Their
biggest vorry was that they might nsver get that chance. JMost of
them had joined in August and had come to White Pigeon in early
Septenber., They had expected that by the end of EBeptember at the
latest they would be on their way, Toward the end of November they
vere still at Camp Tilden. The reason was the shortage of equipment,
but all that the boys in camp knew was that they weren't going anywvhere.

Their sleeping quarters were satisfactory as long as the veather vas
[ &0, but with the cold and rain of November life becama pretty
misersble. Repalrs could not keep the cold and dampness out of the
¥ car-house. ¥ost of the men had & blanket, but, s one soldier vrote,

"One blsnket to cover m man up such nights as we have had, does not
amount to much when he wants three or four heavy quilts to keep him
varm at home in & tight room."*5 Men began to have colds and fevers,
4 and vith more than & thousand living in the same bullding, it was
impossible to prevent the spread of these allments. That they wvere
usually of & minor nature vas of little comfort to George Grather of

Company A, vhose desth from fever on October 19 vas the first in the

rcgimnt.}‘s

It wvas little wonder that spirits vere depressed at Camp,
Tilden. rormtiutmmnpmrthadr«pomdthatmw

¥Schrontcle, Dec. b, 1861, p. 3.

. 24, 1861
- Mumter“m%ocms,muﬂwm ’
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mntmh:llmdr&cdytolonn. But as week after week drought
no change, a mote of impatience crept into these items, even dowbt
that their fine regiment was wanted. On November 28 the Constantine
Wrmmdmmrtmmmmnmmwuumd,m
sompentad that it was certainly & shame that the sfforts of 80 many
people should ba wasted when the country wes desperately in need of
men.*T Captain Eackstaff used the pages of The Reporter for &
stinging rebuke to this mmor.% Yet no matter how strong the dentals,
doubt was creeping into the thoughts of many men. Optimists wvere
saying not to worry, but the regiment vas still at Camp Tilden, and
there were no Bigns of preparations to leave. Then, vhen doubts vere
umn,thntsm,mmmm,mmW‘
didn’t look so bad after all. '

Thenightﬂowm!l&irmknin'!hnehimt, officers
vith him had suggested  stand of colors for the regiment.’d Col-

lwtimmmmmcmmty,mdsMWOMfm
Detroit., !arlyinlovcnberthcﬂumimmmrecmnnmd
ves placed on display. '

"7h._r_c_\_zr[, Nov. 28, 1841, p. 2.'»

M} Dec. T, 1861, Pe 2a

h'91bid., Oct. 12, 1861, Pe 3o

POrhe flag vas descrided as ™ . o . & most besutiful specimen
-ofvorlnu.nnhip, and perfect in its construction. It ismdeofndand

vhito vith a co %{w
&:ca., : B0 e jg‘:ﬂ
by cord.. twvo of such emi;;:c richness
to be reciated., =~ e are two
platcmt:god on om u on:r”;nd 'Eleventh Regiment,
Infantry, Colonolw. J. Vay Commanding.' and on ths second,

Michigan
'Prcunted by the Ladies Boldiers' Aid Bociety of 8t. Joseph County.”
Ibid., Kov. 16, 1861, p. 3.
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Oan the morning of November 25, the Eleventh received its
guns. Intheiftemoonswgccmvdtmei’dtomtomfor-
ths presentation of the flag, The regiment was drawn up in bate
uli_mutthﬁntation house: After introdustory ceremonies, the
colors were unfurled and saluted vith five guns by the artillery.
 Mri Jobn W. Frey gave & short talk to the men

As the organ of your many warm friends in the County, it gives
ne great pleasure to present you this deautiful dbanner. The
intrinsic value of the gift is small, but it serves in scme
degree to show thair sppreciation of you as gentlemen, and above
all, of your patriotic devotion to your eountry, in this, in
early life sacrificing all the endearments of home and friends,
and going forth to battle her cause, in this her hoixr of peril
s ¢+ ¢+ » Take 1t sir, and never return it permanently as long as
there is an enemy of ocur country in arms against it, and vhan
this unprovoked and wicked war shall have ended, and you and
the drave men in your command shall return wvith victory perched
on your proud eagle, then will we sgain rally to give you ths
wvelcome due to true patriots and soldiers who have nobly fought
the battle between liberty and justice on ths one sids, and
treason and redellion on the other,

« Frey handed the flag to Colonel May, then spoke in sentiments
similar to her husband's. Lieutensnt Colonel Btoughton spoke in
behalf of the officers and ment

In presenting us this flag you have nobly done your duty, - we
vill try snd do qurs, cheered by the thoughts that ws have your
sympathy and assistance. It may De exposed to the winter blast
and the dattle's storm but those who dear it hence will pever
return wvith it dishonored. Hanceforth we shall cherish it as
our own, and as we defend it and the sacred cause it represents,
80 WAy our memory live in the hearts of our countrymen.

Then tha flag vas presented to the color bearers, the regimental band

struck up “The Star-Spangled Banner,” and the oxowd gave & tremendous
cheer.

Aftar ths speeches, Adjuimnt Chadvick stepped forward and
mmtcdtumﬂthmmpocmPWMmlmmnuud




LaPorte, Indiana. %The sight of thousands of little pinheads caused
the regiment to give forth with m cheer heard 411 the way to ths
borders of Indianm,’t A

ztmmmsmwmtwmc.mﬁum
Gavernor Blair to send the Eleventh to Loulsville.2 Although no
formal order vas sent to White Pigeon, Colonel May was informed of
it and made preparations to leave, Ths men were set to packing their
heversacks, cleaning their equijment, and getting things in ordar.53
The arrival of the paymester gave an added doost to the spirits of
every man, On December b and 5 the entire regiment vas paid for two
months and ten days of service. This payment added sbout 337,000 to
the oirculating medium in the vicinity, an addition velcomed by the
localwchmts.% |

The men svaited the formal order. About December 5 it arrived

Military Department Michigan

General Orders

¥o 119 _ _ o

The Eleventh Regiment Michigan Infantry now staticned at
White Pigeon commanded by Colonel Willfam J. May will proceed
with as 1little delay as posaible by Michigan Scuthern Rail Rosd
and thence via New Albeny and Balem Rail Road to Lafayetta and
Indienapolis end thence to Jeffersonville. Colonel May will
then croes ths Ohio River to Louisville Kentucky vhere he will
report to General D. C. Buell Commanding the Department of the
Ohioc.

51&16..’ !OV- w, 1861, P. 2.

52Gensral Don O, Buell to Blair, telegram datelined Hesd~
quarters Louisville, Nov. 26, 1861, Regimental Bervice Records.

53(3t|rz:~ni<:l¢, Dec. b, 1861, p. 3.

51‘%!) Dec. 7, 1861, PP 2, 3.




of the Commander-in-Chisf
« Robertson 7
Adjutant General.”?

s command being short of subsistence.
By ordex

550@‘1 Orders No. 119, Dec. 3, 1861, General and Bpecial




CHAPTER IV
“Did the Government expect us to sleep on the dbare ground?”

In the evening hours of Monday, December 9, 1861, the Kleventh
Michigan boardied thirty-one passenger cosches at White Pigeon, their
artillery andbaggage having preceded them on another train.t Thay
left the statfon &t 12115 Tuesday morning,? It was difficult to
realire that the long weeks of vaiting were over, that they were on
the first lap of & journay that for many of them would not end for
three years - three years of drilling, marching, waiting, and fighting,
They were leaving &s green recruits; thay would return seasoned
veterans. Of the thousand vho were leaving Michigan, more than two
mundred would never return slive, |

But on that Decembax morning few hed anything but & vague
idea of how long the war would last. They were on their way to crush
rebellion, If all went well, thay would probably be home within &
year. Caminlymmmgmthoughttothqponibmww
would not survive thely experience, that they might end their life
gloricusly in battle. Probably most of them had the typical soldier's
conviction that it would be the othayr fellow who would not return,
But they 414 not put such thoughts in their letters; they wrote only
of their exoitement in going to war,

1m, Dec. 261 mn Pe 1,
2Chronicle, Decs 25, 1861, p. 2.
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“© ghey traveled southwest on the Michigan Bouthern and Northern
fodiana Railroad. It vas dark, & good chance for #leep, but probsbly
po ons slept. Mmtimwmmwgiﬂnsmtowly
morning light, they arrived at & point veltofIAPom, Indiana, vhere
" they transferred to the cars of the New Albany and Salem Railrosd.>
Praveling south through lafAyette to Indisnapolis, they spent most of
thcirtimmchingtheucmzw A heavy rain storm had recently
mptommrthmmnm,m&rsammxama.mttmtﬂ
...amredrenrylookingcauntry,..mmmely
imagine., It wvas one contimicus line of wvater and marshes: The .
fev towns we passed through seemad to be standing knee deep in
md and watar, and the inhabitants were in perfect keeping with
the town. They have one redeeming quality, howvever, they are
all loyal and good union citizens, Jjudging from the besrty
chqqrnmdwaving handkerchiefs with vhich we were greeted
The train reached Indianspolis after the supper hours The
men had been told by telegraph that hot coffee would be ready vhen
they arrived, and after dry bread and cold meat, this wvas welcome
nevd., But the coffes, when it came, vas cold and without sugar or
cream; and some did not get even cold coffea.? At White Pigson they
Lad been reascnadly well fed. Bow they weare letrping how difficult
1t vas to feed a traveling ammy, The officers, with their usual
Privileges, fared better for they were Allowed to leave the train

and purchase their supper. Captain Hackstaff wvas well pleased with

37. H. Colton, Colton's New Railrcad Map of the States of ¢hio,
Michigan, Indiana, INlinols, Missouri, Wisconsin & Jowa. Minnesota,

Hebraska lhnau: % the Township Lines of tha United States
orkt J. He fon, 1:863’.

b yurnel, Dec. 26, 1861, p. 1.

Smv14.




b ey

[0 RPN

his food.5 But Captain Bemnet, thinking more of the velfare of his
mn,vuquitecriticalofhii‘"a\mtwunfam}:” IIemﬁtha.th&
certainly vished their good friend John D. Campbell, a@t for the
Michigan Southern, had been &llowed to make arrangements foi- theiy
fmv . .

| )bstottheccwaniumceptedtheo@oldcoﬂae,ymnbledn.
littlc,a.m\latitgoatthat. mmmotcmwamm-
ferent ideas. Itthayccmldn'tgctcoffe&,thaymldm scnaething
clle. Bymnsknomonlytothemsuns,tmwwgetabml
dcmmwmum,mmmmmmuummm
thayenjoy‘edthexmrdzoftheirlabor m-,atthaexpenuof
mmlmkymmmm,mmmmmohi@nhadiuﬁm
tuteatthafmitzoftorasins,moccupauonatwhichtheywuld

becomprofeuiomllaa |

mmtmnmingmthﬂIndimousmr
Jeftemmrille Atm:tstimapplmumdcheutgmdedthem
msmtmzsm@onztmuwmmtmmmumot
tbetomtumedouttowlmthenvithmﬁnahaﬁamdhwm-
chiers.? moutthirtyvimh&dwcwmiedthemgimttmmu
Pigeon, which inspired one gouthern Indisna newspaper to write that
the vaan‘th Michigan Infantry pessed through their place composed

chioﬂyofwmﬁucomiedbynl&rgsmmberofm. Ths wives

MM. 21, 184, p. 1.

Tohronicle, Jun. 8, 1862, p. 1.
BJO\n'nll, Dec, 26, 1—861, ps 1.
9chronicle, Des. 26, 1881, p. 2.




followved their husbands to Louisville, then returned to their homes .0
mnmgmMnnuwathﬁawmuu;tuwmnwﬁmmw
mornings After a hnried breakfast they marched down the main street
to the river bank, where, about eleven in the morning, they embarked
onferriutocroest:bcmzddyrimtolouim. Yost of them had
probadbly never seen & river as large as the Ohio. leaving the Indiana
shore, the men had & fine view of the falls, with Jeffersonville to

the north, Rew Albany to the west, and Louilsville to the scuth.
Mcouldicethaltdiesafhtfeuomm.mingfuremll,m“
thebandphyadthwgaveachaertotheirfriend:inth&mﬂh;
Then they twrned to the land that ves the reason for their comingtt
At Iouisville thay wers in tha South, no doudt sbout it; they
sensed a8 well as saw the difference. Perhsps it was that most of
them were seeing siaves for the first time. lﬁralikelyithadm-
thing to do with years of believing that the Chio River divided two
Atfferent cultures. Bub the people of loutsville vere not unfriendly,
and the regiment received ss great & velcome as it bhad in Indiana.
Sergeant Platt vrote that the vindows and balconies alcng the strests
vere crowded vith cheering ladies, the valks thronged with men, boys,
and Negroes. When the regiment stopped at the residence of the
Promat Marshal for refreshments, the regimental band entertained the
crowd ‘with popular tunes, ineluding *Pixte.*12
?aﬂwmﬁhﬁummﬁmmeMnnhuﬂhlmuaﬂnhq

i

AOReporter, Dee. 21, 1861, p. 3.

H

g—ld’ourml, Dec. 26, ].861,_p‘. 1.
L2m1a.
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battery in line. Bome ranking otﬁ.ccr, knowing how .cnrce theu
units wvere, had appropriated Bidvell'l bsttery, an action pea-ha.pn
not entirely unexpected, since Coloiwl May md.e no proteai.lB
'rhemnthanwchodtotheh'gcanp grounds just out+ida the
city, near the depot of the Louima.le and Nashville Bail:_*oad.

}m Qm'lh

Although the ground vas a bit md.dy,, the weather vas fine
Here each company was issued five B;bm tantn. These mlfc huge
conical affairs, each built to shelter twenty men, and aifficult to
panipulate. After several sccidents, the men managed to jalse their
tents 1n a line at least as straight as a rail fence. Befgeant

Borden Hicks wrote:

« ¢ » B8 we locksd inside . . ‘.'ourfu'turtm-,w ndered

what we were going to sleep om, no feather beds, not strav.,
nidtbeuonrnmntsxpectustocleeponthcbm ? One
014 man vho had seen service in the Mexican War, us
that soldiers in the field always slapt on the That
settled it, and we ® veljthoughwithnxchdhc , carried
ocut his assertion o « «

That nighttbcirmlwnrobcgan.m ¥ar from homse, lleeping.in
tanttonenw loil, theycouldbouenthewhadat last peccns

lol&im °

The assezbled regimntn were ' not long in xauimn The

’pllnmtommhintothainteriorofxmtnminthe that the

Rebels vmxln give battls, If they didn't, the Union men

13mia.
l &Em, m. 21‘ 1861, p' 20
1micks, p. 523.

160xro A. Bowen, "Oration by Comrade 0. A. Bowven,*
of the Eighth Anmual Reunion of the Eleventh Michigan

XY :
Fourth Jichigan Battery, held at Centreville, Wich., o4, 1B7S
(Three Rivers, Mich.: W. H. Clute & Co., Printers, o. 1575). Citea -

hereafter as Bowven's Oratiom.
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poduneofthotiutocontmucthnirminina un.' turned out,
the Eleventh participated in nminportnnt btttlo for many months.
Neither army could striks effegivcly at the other, for it takes
pore than a fev weeks totm%:mbofmninto a disclplined
striking forcs. Both sides en%zed in marches end minor skirmighes
to feel out the :tmngthofthcot.ber, butneithortriedtobringon
& general engagement.
On Wednesday, December 15 the regiment packed ﬁ.l baggage
for its first march.:7 Thanehofcompanyn, remesbe}
comfort of carrying their huaa,fpockl through Loui

- Sribiadt i

a tree and go straight hom COmctly assessing
rebellious spirit, the cuptcin?"' « «+ o Yory graciously listened to

our terms and hired a teanm . .§. .*?‘9
Matiny disposed of, tha i'eg:uunt set out tha day for
hrdstm,nmnvillmonptmottm and Bashville

mwfommenthdWQ. The main turn-
pmmmmmmﬁo&mx. The days Were warm and.

plaumt,mddthwzhtlnniainsmrocold,thm no ice in the
streams or frost in tha ground.l9 As they marchea o the sound of

l?m@h, Jan. 8, 18&, P 2.
18Hicks, p. 523.
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e PAYLONEY o T ‘

tif.-nddrmmdthcblmo!thcbmd,aoﬁulmddmmhingfeet
drought people to the roadside to watch tha mldier. pal:‘. Adjutant
Chadwick noticed more Negroes then whites. ocmm @roups of
ladies would wvave their handkerchiefs vhen the soldiers gvoathont .
for the Union. More often the vatchers held their headsidowa, ¢ £ s
remsinatol.ookdireotlyattbcpusinam.a mmmrma“
fuirandthzmtryaiumpleumt. 'nxqmﬁmhouunmm
wuc\ntimmrm,m»mameotmuamumm”

S me e

‘ ~ Private: Dunielneberthoushtthetmthamabouts diﬁnatham tha“ o
‘ tuto Lor orderpretemdintha!orth.a3 SR T

(A%

Artcrunm“themg.mntmdeitsﬁrnt cmbythcbank

:»efﬁ:'-’\Som

TR, st
s %

of n mu'brookinspleamt 7 -_ay._f An Indianamginent camped 72

wrouthcmmmthe mmgammmmm \
plmdmtintpiml, ma&"noumgmmu&tmm i f
tA :: ?
" mna more besutiful dY tha‘ecbomg along the hills and 5
it msthavnodn"g" 2 - Zh
i . s 2
( éomxeu 18 some svidence 3 regiment had boys who ¢

ware not carried on the official yoster. meb.u,z
3’, Pe 3, carries the following dtem:
Drumarloysotthc)ﬂchimnth”rctmedhmontbe
A “the 11th inst$ Everybody was -glad to see the bravejlittle herces,
mdthzymmdhytmpgndmtmumuccm It is
mdarstoodthntthcyhswbun ;_‘;_redl.cadatthipntw
¥e hope it is so,” Ths drummer listed on ths rolis
 Eleventh would have been too old 3
1n1863.

Ve e "anm., m 11, 1862, p.
| 220hrontole, Jan. 8, 1862, ¥ |
237ournal, Jan. 2, 1862, p. 2-_ | s
3 2hcnronicle, Jan. 8, 1862, p. 2
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"mkathcreltafthndintmcetomzs

»VMemmWththm,gmmncomlﬁmg
N"malcaupedonittbankaa mcmtrgmbromw ravine
'gulliu, vith umutonc formations protmdingfronthchill

The first day's merch had had 1t eumu&-. Never before
Mthcmnofthammnthmchimcmudt}mirmhtorm
mtdhtancu Mfmdmtmuitmmodtohnothem-

'fort.nnrhomintham, 1tmnotsoenytoearrythoueomfortl
: ontheirbwkl Corpomemnomthoughthhkmpuckcontamad

amudhc@imttor:watourthmghmrope.” Bomofthe

mdroppedbythcmadtooahmxtadtocontmo. ‘rhcragimntm

tonmedbysmmmurxymammcoumruthcmhndn't

putonthcirbacks Mudimmwkaorﬁomtvx. Roommmdo

mthsvagonuforthastmgglora m&mreachcdthocmputcin

* good order, mthecminxuoatotwccmcomdenfonmd

theexamplaofCommenmhindcivﬂuntemtocmm'm-

After an early 'breakfut, tha regiment bcgan the mond glay

. of thamch. Mtbqondﬂoyd'lrorkgthalongnmwud Ehrough -

i

thauuagaofiw.wuhinaton mnmmwnmmmﬂy.w

plncu sl.mst lu'g- encugh to bc calle& 1ed¢el.29 Bergoant

’ ;"-"25Bovan'n Orsuon.
: 26&023 rter, Jan.ll, 1862, p. 2.
ﬂczxrcnicla, Jan. 8, 1862 pPs 2
 Brourmar, Jan. 9, 1862, p. 2.
23¢hrontcle, Jan. 8, 1862, p. 2.

B i T L :*?'T"'”"W" ki

i <1,i%1b4f}f~{‘.3ﬁizi,}~: bty (e

. » c = T S R o ¥ Rt T
e T IR O T Yot - s

el

TR

Vs s

e




thoughtthetvi-toandtumnottheroadmdathocolmlooklm.
Mhttor!,vithhalfthemhiddenfmthcothartthcm
Mofthatim,theircolmmkadhyh&ymtsglumingmthe
December sun.X

mlyrndwmmngmmtﬁq'uwchbem. mmm
cmred twenty-six niles in two day:, and the proipect of amtha
fourtnndmnoteheertham Ontheﬂmm:ythccounfzysidnm
beanbeautitul aomevhutlauplwmtonthelaoond,mdmtha

third day, venymdrootsdp, theytmmdtha eountry roughand
'Ianiavillaauthelmdm, intact,

ng sparsely settledj but three dayt ofmrching my have
aftec&a:l theiy resction to bemty or the ltmdacape. e
im miles north of tovnthexlwmth ent} ‘maedmmdia;a
reginentbivouackedintha:airgrmmds Thalndimboys aasembm
‘ina gm., grestsd their rn neighbors vith six hearty cheers
'ut%ymmheamt,matmmmnthmcmmana.meqmly
| hea.rcyrespom-. Ahoutaﬂpnmcbmmm taa'mmgm “:i
" men vscnt into camp, glad t.e:pitch their tcnts for a 1ona atay. ‘
mir?em, near a large , Was aencri‘bed. by Csptain Bennat u "’
., .E,averyplwmt nmtheﬁneatminglmrw. m ;
| um;%m; out of the in almost sufficient quantity to drive
o c'fit mill; and is as ¢ as orystal.” 32 Lafy € el MERL,
3°Journn1, Jan. 9, ) Po 20 : { “
Albia,, Jen. 2, . 2. s s :
,%hmich, Jan. 8, s Do 2. - TR
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and under mich worss cond.itidm. But

three days vas no mean a.chimﬁement.
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ad ...unmrdomtachmc...,wml-hovthatvo
mmrthyoftuenmotmchiwwrohmtemo :

thmctaporu'yntopom Aatoonuthinpvam
bettero:miseé,thawmuldbemﬁngmuth,:n&nmbatm
wonminfousht Morderttommhdidmtcm. ‘rbercgimtm
introubla It had smallpox, ' | ;

Bnullpoxm;ppmdambdmthttlamthhftmchim.
uimom;mmmmmmmnmum,mnm.
comernlntncontagimdiaemmsmteda. !earhadsrippedthc

§s
whole emmw. Every time there was an indication of illness, mlt

thoughtthcwm Mmﬁmormamm&rmm
sick v!!ih viliting in Mottville, and a local doctor dscided ﬁu
mllpox Mnmwmtmllmmrmtmthcnzimnt.
Mmilfwwthkamtdm”nfmditmanmtogkc

gacnm The soldier who had visited in Mottville didnoﬁhnn

,mllpqx,mdthomlyuiemoninmmgiuntmaunglacm~

"ha.ddic pnuoultolbcaibarﬂ. One of the
:coqpany.

humc case of typhold fever.t

tct the rumor persisted, and shortly bectme reality. m

ve Sy, \'wrm

| lmmdinmmmntha regimant, left for Kentucky, and

among thux vers tventy-four cases of smallpox. 2

ekl

ch’mnxcu Yov: 20, 1861, ps 3.
, Deg. 21, 1861,,0 3. Three of the smallpox victima
se vas in the artillery

1 . s
g ,



The regiment had moved south with specter of disease
Yovering over the men. Thelr Loulsville cabp was not good. With
vern days sad cold nights, slecping on bare |
encourege illness. On Decenber 17, 1861,

Compeny T dled of disease at Loutrville,3 the regiment's first desth
oa southern sotl, '

Illness vas Xept under control in spile of chenges in the
veather, What the men lacked in rhysical

: their utaywoum'be ’brief. Md and vater w xe mxwwhare mtm

TE Wt gy IK

theymrhhedtosmcmpﬁmmles southottwns Eercml
| _troum stutea robesinwith, tbmvwere one L Fih i mepe o
‘the story sw tha Elemth Michig m a "mllpaxresimt ]
s yeport persibed spite of indignant Btoht,
other regiments vinhed thex gone. Then somécne at haw.wtera .

listed t.ha msimt ag unfit for duty decs o T

TR

brigade surcoon,_[an Ind:.m man, mads a n

' k.rourml m; 9} 1362, Pe 24 -s - .
Smbid., Je.n. 30, 1862, p. 2.
6,“_’_3&; ; 3, 1862, P 2. s a3 Ty
£
oL
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52
themvulndmdmllpox, mthawholauzimtmdaboutn
mcintomwoou mmmmmm,nruww
nduwnfwcmu,mmemotthedisauinotharw"
Anadicalp\meyorcamdavntmmulvim Afterl *thorough"
imsﬁmtmvhmhudmtimmtﬂuttommpm,
rdoctorasreedthechurgeswntmc. General'momna..ﬁood,another
,mdimam,toldm,j\ttantchsdvick: 'Youhmsotthemllx:ox,
»mmntaomtomby»plmtmmmquitotit - more matler
of mtion, mere matter of esution, Mjuttnt."a The regimt must
,lunmm»wmﬁlmmmmmtmpomdmor

‘,m.m'

.lelms' o
“ ‘Andleawtheydidonthcmmingormmya,ﬁla&,mrchms
:tognawcampaitctwmibnorthw:tofmm Mamsm
Amch,udcmmdimeultbemuitmm-hortmtmmcmm
Vthimtheymuhmlcﬁmuuttmgmforétlmwﬁa-
tauc A0 on this march dissster struck again. mimmmppea
foznbri&trutbyomuftha!ndimunpl,sbmtf?ﬁyofm
Mmuck,mtartheamnhncml,wuamshmmot

thnxlaventh mwmwammmmmam-u

!h

Hmﬁ

H
r

i mumm,mummm,nmmm
3 7n>m. ;’
:  Cpeporter, Jsn. 18, 1862, p. 2.
9&m»m 13, 1862, p. 2.

rter, Jan. 18 18&, Pe 2e
llm Mar. 13, 1862, p. 2.
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Fatives said it vas sbout the worst site in that muon."? Isolated
trmtham,mdvithmhapcofmmlymtm, thembecam
bitteranddilcourlgadu Tmthaymdl@in, anilaclomta

 Bardstown.t capwnnemetmtcmtmmmm ‘oo

abmtiﬂlpioceormlmd, alopin;dmto‘clwbrookof
spring vater; a most pleasant and convenient caming gxmmd."15
Mautmtchtbricksddtheplmem.twniecbnmmpan&am

uooamwlv Mwmwnngwmw,muthqeoumptna

ottbeirbadnm,theymﬂdmnbeonﬂumw

. wmum,mummwmmmam ,
Mﬁ&mm?thcregimtm&hmmormmmw
'norf,h mm'uunmlnctantdu,mtcuratmtmn.
thrainofmmk, A e Fhi

!

xR perens

United States soldiers obeying the mandate of their generml: The
---gunmtmmmurmmmwmummdmy
f;mumamwwcmmmnhmugzmma
: sticking to the Union wnder difficulties. It is bard

mnmhutontqtmngiuaofindim-.,
pition. mtmbhmmmminafmtbew,....

mwmmmmummm Itwduw

5 . .mwmmnmwmmmummlwsm

33

| Amx§ mamnmmmmm,-mwtamtmwm,

R e e R i, ot - L gt R LR
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O ReEE] % : ;_
.mthavebeen" s .matalorimmyrepomdbwm‘ Othc:;n

; 5h
thehtmﬂwnindndmmtobecthy: ‘thowarmln!m
on, and their regiment would be left behind, , - .

Besimnmralemmerlowrmmudnsntmm
q\mrmtineat!ardstom Under normal circumstances tent life in a
Kentucky vinter would be discouraging, but to be confined to camp ca
charges the men did not feel wera justified taxsd their emdurance
almost to 1ts limit. um'wtimmmmzm,_m.
mmmmnmmeuuyumuatomumtm. But there were
mwdvtvhmitmmmu@tavhmitmu,mww n
rollowedbymomom‘ mmnuattrmndoulmtotmd,w_ ;
'mmubwummmmtc for the task.X® . .

Vithpoormthareonditimmdlwlpmumsthnm,,»
it wvas littla voudartha sick n:t bemto grow. letters mstcn R
abythcmtothcirtmiunmufmedvithdimmu Echoe: u
of txum letters mchadﬁtrd:town mdmnmtmumwd
_.uiima"my mant be mx-.a. Ecaptain Bemnet satd the regimnt

h Anw. m

e

'-wmtmumtimmmgnmym. Bymly.hmmygtheu
»vencn]y.revcuesofmupoq andmulu Thnmnnm
hmsickthanra\uyuck, mdb?ngmsickmdcmrythmtlook

\ 3
wrong. Mhmyconditiwsmmdwmthminmotur;

) roginnnt mmmtmmntummmzmmm
tomhthacomrim.ao !belickultcontimoatoczw,mmm

IBM, Fedb, 8, 1862, p._ 2.
191b14., Feb. 15, 1862, p. 2

20rbi14., Jun. 18, 1862, Pe 2; Jen. 25, 1862, p. 2; Feb. 1, 1862,
Pe 1o -
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January l.hm vas sickness enough, but mostly uulen, diarrhea, and
colds, pu regiment had had fev deaths and few dangercus cases.2d
mwmmtﬁmmmwhhbnwmrm
grin md.ity. Neasles, not smallpox, proved to be the killer.

I.a.me pumbers otthomwere rmboys, and living in
isolatcd.s settlements, many hn.d‘ncver contracted memsles during

TrerTIey AAda.]

L

chudhooa lowtheymwincthcpmnlty,andmthmgcouldatop
thammhofthcd&m Bmetsmmmmmfreﬁna |

ta:rx'ihly The situation was W criticsl. dut mryt.hing ponm,g

wuboing dom. ' ' E

Idonotmtethuro the purpose of crea 'ting;panicat
home:~ nor will I follow exsxple of some, and charge our )
surgeons with ineffict and incapacity think + will
be well to let the truth known. mringmmtmnhm
lost,onthcuwrap,wthree-w,mthudam the

utmost axertions of the .. EE e a g
mm‘dthrwcoth:ctWMldhmm

nouthanhalrtheragimnt com;vhenthauuleama.é_
Vith so my in the hospital ¢ mee:mg, and spitting, it
J%}

m m-m: to prevent thespread of massles, uadtht disease

could not be controlled. Thers were \ool,fc\f in the ;'eg;lnant,yho hnd.

not had measles that Bennet believed the situaticn would certainly

55

,j_k

mmlity rata vas not areatnf Becmu ot savere mthcr condit.tm, .
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{mprove within & few veeks .22} L £

These conditions continged through the first three weeks of

Rllbid., Fedb, 1; 1863, & 1] Pcb- 8’ 1.36@, p..l' B ” o

22gnroniale, Feb. 19, , Do 2o
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51y l'ekrum'-, At times more than 30Q vere in 3Ty :

~ Burial services vere held daily,

272 deys of sickness left with the cguming of
oo+, - GQle, but the men sensed their

g - almost edbruptly. For several we
sickness. HNov, as if they van

st vas @@mﬁsins repidly, andjthe worst

3

: ‘ 3 R i o oy e
2y - Vwriters dropped the subject. l‘oi' a fev weekm ents were made § - |
sbout their fast recoverys then soldiers m'z fout their neum§ e
b o o ORLY A8 89, Afterthought At the u‘m of their E; . % .
I ‘: " Complatats sbout the offickrs also ce : brea; ok
o 'iththereadmntmmmmg vould n G
it. Every volunteer rcgimnt.

' examined by & Var Department ;
& S qul.liﬂcatians of the ofncers, 9
lo'a of incompetents slipped thro}xgh but

thc wrlt. Tha turn of the 3

<3

E obm’a durina the time of its sic E 88,

F i I
Mo ES

B g e =

_ th}n_chi i

1
] R
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| mtm vhat thc othera night

3 m necd noibc lmrxn'iud ﬂm; »

tried by cowrt martial. It wes
but 1t vas the opinion of the pepe
ago, many lives would have been s
o be commigsioned Colonel .25
1’"'“4 mcapwn Backstutr A

stated wvhat the charges wers,

vay. Beveral of tha ofﬁeera, ejong tmcomuw, Ceptain )bau,
Lieutenantntealermwarm, aps
resigu Captam Oakes mtghtbo hicrtd, u‘mt, hu lhouldbc. :
Msmmathewholemtm grev mxterbwtaemgmngm;

g tonmthavholareaim, :

¢, 26 This must bave conmua'
readers of____lﬁa___r_g__urvao two st _ Mm baa’ z-eaaa com.mic&tion
from captam Bennet stating me"’ Colonel, Lieutenant. eolonul,
mmormmwmw'wmmmgm‘ nabou-a
mvbrnngonth'cowomd.'-, mwm«: fDEN «

2 |

g Le i

ofﬁcors‘ Amllm“g

G

M A A N o, - . _':(_ o
‘%A'%%F‘W”‘( ‘,_m“ :‘g’j}_ pﬂm" Mwﬁmfm”ﬁﬂlwﬂ"? g J,gu@ﬁ».- ;M‘n«'wwammp:.m‘, o 88

;om of thc htter ccamg’hom
on account I 111 haﬂ.th (Theu cam " _tion: ottcn m ﬁ ‘
to heo.lth:) x a3 % eBT A_ » | e |

Areuimmbmm »
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of the Re Regiment goes, the officers have acted like men, and -

bave been. with their soldiers continually, administering to

gﬁeizhmzinuckmumdloonngmcrthdrwlfmm
alth. .

Glidden dmtmptmmsmldmsbemmcu;
umane and e Mmtoﬁicer,wmmaummmumMam""
as & father wiuld in his chilaren. moaptnnvuitcdthébocpitah
4aily, doing yhat he could to bring comfort to the sick, “In short, -
Capt. OCakes 1§ just what an officer shouldbe, & vhole aouladm."ae

Anotherﬁolcnr cmntedonthcabuuhupedupontmnemthby

the bdad condu&t of a fev. Kmmrer, i:hc press ahould. mon receive -
more favorab reports, novw that Cxptain Euckntatr, ’ ."w’. t!n mst o

vimlentonc&tbelothureaigncdm&gonehonc, " ; R
Captain&chmrresignedcn&mhll,lmm )bstofthntrietim’

among the orrfnm diuppeared vith hiu departure; 3L
Ir thm vas diuatisfaction mng the orﬂcer:, so m there

amngtheneni 'navondermthatthoregimt mmgn&remm

ite sentty. 1  Rleventh had been in service 1ong émugh ror“"pm-iouc o

| i ¢ abareien s et BN o s " e

m

Bﬂaep_g ¥er. 8, 1862, p.

;ﬁ,'___

.WJ;:W.., .

%m s Apr. 3, 1862, p. 24" ma soldier mentmedhu- 3
self as "E ';' He was probadly enlistcdmn. '

3ORecord, Eleventh Michigan antgz, Do Wy Cnpta:lng ain Eackstaff =
resigned due to failing health, Ee turned home in early March, vas .  J
. takenaick)hyés, and died May 22, 2. Reporter ,Jmu?, 1862, Pe 3.

'&-Wm '
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excitement to wesr thin, The regiment should have Deen doing scmethg

long since. It would have preferred useleas mrchu through Kentucky

¥ i
to the boredom of remaining at cne camp, And there hadn't been more
: : P
sickness in this mit than in other regiments. Bickness wvas the rule
' i
anyhow, mmorfmmmofwwc. ;i’hnnenknevlittlc

| of personsl hygiene, and seemed to havo torgotten thl.t Jittle vhen
mu- officers were 111:1‘.1@ 'batter, a8 could ba

S

they Decame scldiers,
expected in a volunteer unit.

The real complaint vas not sickness. ’rhcunknwnll
enoughtbcomceu vere doing their best, that :thcr regiments had
the same troubles. The Eleventh Michigan felt fimrémtm.
They bad been sent avay, nolated,becwuofmfepidmicmvom
than in other ocutfits, Thaymth@mlewinstheubehind bé o
theycwldn'tpttowherethcﬁghtmgm,thimmldaoonbe
| ovar, vith the Eleventh never haviné fought ayitm. Theirs had
boenthésaewdngimnttomwhwdntm. ‘;hi;t;wregimntl
xusrchocithroushtothelauth,andatinthu:&liventhrmn\sinea.32

One soldier wrote, " ...uwmrdoaat.chmccto:triha

i
blovtormconntitutionandcountry wawill’. shov that ve mvox'thy
i
" of tha name of Michigan volunteers.”33 £
§
But life continued, Bergsant mttthmgmmtumylifu

mmtuwumh&thwshtitmm'be. Many civilians had.
the mistaken 1dea thntaloluerhaaaneuy;tim. To correct this

&

3peporter, Feb. 22, 1862, p. 1. : |
33Mercury, Mar. 13, 1862, p. 2. -

-~
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misapprehension, he described a typical day of ?;oldiar. At reveills,

and each company inspected by its offfcers; then 3 nts were oleancd
snd put in order, After breskfast coms guard moug
Everyone vas busy all woruing. mtheam%tmmm
lasted until 4300 when the call vas soundsd for dress parade. Kach
company must repoxrt with every soldier looking hisg:‘bcct. Tha slightast
flav would not escape an observant inspector, am‘ihcguntymm
sure to receive a rep a.nda.vming Allvog:morsnnized

and ecach duty had its allf:itted time. Even the 5hittless soon leamed
to 4o tasks corroctly. 'ma routine vas droken rmly dy Bunaayn
xv.inydxgyﬂ Thega wars nlcombrem for the men, who read books

| mdpapm,mteletm,mdtoohcmafpermalcharea. Pha
Matmmmmwmk‘mmmmmmmmnthma |
literary regiment: 1t moiived and sent more mail thaa any othar two ‘7
regimﬁit therc.% A ; ‘ »

Chaplatn Pattison held regular Church mestings each Sunday
that the weather permitted; and prayer mezbings twlss & week, “Bs
‘was concernsd sbout pmfmity in the army, &nd suppoted the Mievezth
-bad its shara of this "foolish and wicked habit." Be ordered 900 |
Enslilhmasaﬂnmfectmntn and applied to themmcanrraot |

Eociety for other mligimamtcrint + ¢ + in oxder that ve may be

3§Jmn-m1, Jan. 30, 1362, ?. 3

Y
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to some extent supplied with food fortheooul."”

Private Fonds vas happy sbout his promoticns. After weaks
of being warely a private in Company R, he had becomes Cook of squad
mmber ons, After five days in that position, he had accumileted so
mhe'xtmwheéecidedtommmdtpendthemstofhuasys
in ease. "But I had won the favor of the populace! and again I was
called into public notice.” He vas assigned to the hospital as a
nurse, After a two day tour of duty, hs was promoted to thae lucrative
office of Chief Cook, Company E. With this rank hs had chargs of a
staff of two, kept the key to the mess chest, supervised the bringing
of wvater and wood, and the cooking and distributing of rations.
‘Unfortunately, he had to work with his staff from five in the morning
until eight in the evening, and endure the grumbling and cursing of
men wvho thought the food was too fresh or too salty; too rawv or well
done, too sweelt ox not sweet encugh. Nevertheless it wvas quite an
honor to have rank in the army, and ha expected another promotion
soon . 36 |

On February 11, Companies D and E were assigned to Bardstown
88 Provost Guard,>! vith Captain Bennot as Provost Marshal and
Captain Spencer head of Provost Ouard.>® Their departure with tents

35Reporter, ¥eb. 8, 1862, p. 2.
36mvi4., p. L.
3T Journal, ¥eb. 27, 1862, p. 1.

38552::_1"?._0_1;, Mar. 1, 1862, p. L.




andcwpequipagnmuddamngtothercgimt,”buttot!mmnot
those companies it vas a welcome escape. The regimental band vas

© detailed as FPost Bamd,ho and the Bardstown paper commented)

Bvery evening at sun sst the dband of the 1lth Mich. Reg.
attracts a large crowd of ocur music loving citigens to the
public square to listen to its soul stirring martial airs.
This is ona of the dest bands we have mr heard discourse

"a Sweet concord of barmoniocus sounds,” and is under the
a.dmhﬁ of that accmpliuhed and skillful musician Hirem
Wheeler.

#
;,
1
{

P Eretpp et

Encouraging developments came with the end of the month.
kmnwumﬂ,mmmumtorderatommmtom' '
tonmfommleumuwm“QMmmamaa, Ahe regt- i
~ ment turned out for inspection by Post Commsnder Colonel Williem H. '

Iytle, who was impressed by their fins appeamnca."-'* Bomeona had
remembered there veas a uichim infnxrtry regimnt at Bardatovn e
Attar mnpeetion, t.ln regiment left itu old cwsitc to move
nearly & mile closer to town, on the grounds of Dr. Jackson.* o o
Bergeant Mtitmmfmuewtmtwinxentmw with

tenuvitcmdmfrontofthchouumamuwhichmpedm
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63
the md vhich had been their worst trouble before. Any new location
vould have been besutiful to men who for veeks had vatched about
-m&amummuc,mummmmommmuum
pldcamp.,‘s

The last of February had ‘brought varm aprina veather, vith
ahininsmm.insingbirdl Butonlhrchlthomnmketotind
the ground covered with BDOW, and that night there wa.l & thinderstorn
vithbeavyraimnllthamtdq, Onmmh3,acom,ciou¢y and
drizﬂingduy;wrdcmth&ttheur&rtomrchtoﬁmtoﬂvinom
beencamemdea."'f They Versa't going enywhere sfter all, With
badmthzrwulﬂcomtheeoldl,nndthmthey'dbesickmin
&moratpreadthsttbemgimnt'mldbediabgnded‘ But then the
pg;wmuter appeared, and the ctom Va8 over. Aaaoon as his buaineu
vas finished, the men would be marching - where, they didn't knov,
bﬁtitwuld'baam mltimitmdatinite‘ The stay at
B&rdttommabwtom.w

Al

Ty
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“6_@5_@5_!, Mr. 13, 1862, p. 2,

¥orrontale, Mar. 19, 1862, p, 2.

%, Mar. 13, 1862, p. 2.
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mmmn}nm

Ti:aConfadar&cyhubeancowareétosmnstrous t.nimlvith
£
1t.head1n71rginiaanditstuilin’rmm Asmre‘blcwodthe

éﬁ
mwuapmmmkmmmm;mmmmortwm

r

tried to strike that blow, theArwoffﬂorthernvirmiawoulkmm

t

tmmimmncwmdthrashmg Itdidmttakelnngtor
.

mrthematmtegiststorcmthtirtheyeoulApmmcconm
i

I

mm'ummmatmm,nmu’iamtlmgmrnn.

Tmcmamthenﬂnarnhlebackofthilmimlxifﬂw},'
Union armies could control Texmessae,theyeouldtbenmchtxlvugh
Georgis and split the animel in half. fxmwlyexmsh
malsothemstvumerabletoinvuimy Almutwpoint thin
1teouldbemchedbyoneotwomﬂaabler1vere,tba
and the Tennessee., To control thege rivmvmxldgiva contro;

the state. BPEntering thase rivez-amenysime theybothf .
through Kentucky and into the Ohio opposite southern Illinois

entrances to the Confederacy.
On Fedbruary 16, 1862, General Ulysses 8. Grant forced
suryendey of Fort Donelson. Since Mashville could not de d

As scon as the Union srmy entersd Nashville, the route of theilouis-
&
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ville and Nashville Railroad became important as the cnly rail line
vhichcoum:\fpplythaeiw. For the next month, the Rleventh
mcmbnmmnmamam.m, _ ,
mmma,m&,amumuordemdcommwtam
ummmumtm.mmmmnewmmmmmu
Infantry.*
anduightlymrthotnudatovn Thepl&ceitulf,a'boutthirtyor

Balmont !‘urnnce, or Belmnt, m sbout ri.t'teen nilea ,west

mmmes,abrmm,mdmmnme,motutmin-
We.amm-utmﬂumwmmwmam
Louisville and Neshville Reilroed, |
Themchimmnleﬁnmmonmﬁ 1563 l!otmnx
regretted lesving & place vith 8o few pleasant mmnea,3 m:t.he
ciuzmmsomwmthmm,mmthwlmdmtm
mmtmwumgwt,twmutmmmmmmlmmma
tbetvocompmiesvhichbadmtedupromnmm madeniedths
petition, to the rclier of the men in thasc cmpaniet.
mmtmmyrmmmummmmasuum
line, mmmmmxymumummmngunmm
line. ’!hamthcrhadtmnstmtorthc‘wm. Inthav_oek}bdm
their departure, there had been & great deal of rein, and cn the day
the reginent left, the rain vas topped off vith thres or four inches
of snow. mspiudwn,m,m,ummam,mmhm:,
the regiment marched about mmesonmnntm _ufrommm,

lorfiaial Records, LIX, Part I, 218,

Mercury, Apr. 3, 1862, p. 2.
3Boven's Ontioﬁ.

B
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ten vinding miles that brought them only four straight miles nearer
Belmont . | S

: The second day was Just &3 dbad. mmgimntwtmdmmd

the hills, maudcmekamnﬂmn,maattméammemx
beds. The men were 80 far back in the hills that the inhsbitents
didmtmknovthcremam. Somofthema;ﬁkedthe'paaaing
ml&eﬂthrumvhyweymem&%anadum. Att.heendof
themonddqthemnmcampedontheb&nbofmm'nmek

with five miles yet to go. B |

© With the help of tewms from the Third Mimesota, the Eleventh
entered Belmnt about noon of the third day. One soldier thought the
Minnesota men wers tha best he had yet seen,” but he may have been |
. influenced by their help. mngimtmm'msmimmm-
ment. To protect the ratlroad, c@mieamsenfto&urmt
pointlulongitl route, sothatiftheBebels deotroyed;atmtch
of tmk, thcrc would be atighting torcc within striking distance
oftharaidcrs. mmmman-kmm-pm:umeonrmmtu
attackedinltrcngth theyhadtgoodchmcctotmathasmander

" of the scattered companies. lLater in the war, after seversl succees-
ful attacks of this sort had occurred, the Union men built dblockhouses
from vhich they could usually beat off the enemy. REvidently the men
of the Eleventh did not fortify their positions; fortunately thers
were no raids on theiy stretch of the line. Cn Maxrch 24, Company B

s a.t‘mnapcrdniuo, Company D &t Nolin, Coupeny C at Belmont, and

hi_!em Apr. 3, 1862, p. 2.
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ﬁ
the rest at intermediate point#.ﬁ
Guarding the railroad became & plessant’ chore. There was
11tte ﬁd;rd\rork‘ At Bardstown the men had been ¢losely confined
wmvéathersmmymmdmatofemmumu,haﬂng
Wmtmmmaesmmmmmum. Prill took
mnwormw,mmymumwmmn_armmu
they plessed. Soon they had scpured the country for miles around,
The countryside and 1ts people pere aifferent from what most of the

€7

men vera acoustomed to. They pre amsed to discover that many of
the women smoked or chewed. & Camp food was good. dorporulnenaaniﬁ
VellsvmtahilviteonApril

...whav:bemherenaly-ixweksmduwhavebnt

little to do & pretty good P s for soldiers we are fleshing
up. JIf wve were to be put ch & forced march & be on ths battle
fileld (of which there is nok much dmm)&twdwnvithout
mmmwue,xtmxmmm;motmntmﬂ

they were‘g,ladto trade with the noldierg.e .
The men of the Eleventh nbeded this pleasant interlude. At

White Pigeon they had longed fof & chence $o go to var. The weeks at
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