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INTRODUCTION

:

mulmnoryottbammthmchim%hmbmwmtry.
It wvas never a famous regiment; it never aid much cut of the ordinary,
and participated in few major battles., If there is anything to dis-
tinguish this regiment, 1t is that it is not distingnished, What
bappened to the Eleventh Michigan happened to countless other regil-
ments both North and South. In & sense a study of one regiment
provides a study of all. v . _

The Eleventh tried to be different. It almost caught John
Munt Yorgan in Kentucky, At Mufreesboro it made a desperste charge
to retake tha Cedars. Itwthafirstbommhintothevaﬁew
south of Chickamaugsa. It c¢laimed to de the last to leave the Chick-
amauga battlefield, and that after dark. This regiment swore with
its dying breath that 1t was the firat to reach the top of Missionary
Ridge. But %ry as it might, the Eleventh vamn't much different from
its brother wnits.

In ths years aftex the war, as cna by one the vetaerans de-
parted this 1ifae, the smurvivors began to sense their true place in
history. They realized their single deeds mesnt nothing -~ that they
had all been part of one massive army in which individual identifi-
c&.tionhsdbaenlon. And here wag vhere they realiged thair
We. Thay wers little poople in & large army, but without
thalittlepeople,ihammerwmxldhawbeen&nm.
| 8o the regimentel reunions gradually becems reunions for all
the o0l4 soldiexrs. It wvas no longer really important vhat had been a
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man's unit. Although the old mwen would still gathsr with theiy
regimental comradas of the past, others were welcomed, until in time
the reunions becaza simply the coming togsther of old soldlers.

All the men vho fought the Civil War are now dsad. In the
last years of their lives, pany of them sat down to write their
memories. Thase accounts usually took ths form of regimental his-
tories, hundreds of which now gather dust cn the shelves of our
major libraries.

Today, if cns finds a racently written regimental history,
it is almost always becsuse this particular unit wvas somehov note-
worthy . BﬁtmmmmmmmfmrymnottMunit,
and 1o o0ld doldier ever wrote its history. This account is aa
attempt to remedy that caission. |

The Eleventh Michigan was originally known as Colonel May's
Independent Regiment, and later was absorbed into the State forces.
This paper is not & chronicle of its entire life. It examines the
regiment’s history from its birth in the spring of 1861 through the
conclusion of its first major battle at Murfreesboro.

The Eleventh Michigan knew frustration. After its organigzation
in early August, 1861, it waited more than sixteen months for ita
baptism of fire - sixteen months of sgony and uncertainty as to how
it would perform in battle. But when battls finally came it acquitted

.itself well, and brought great credit to Michigan.



CHAPTZER IX
IT WAS NOT EASY TO GET IN THE ARMY

The history of a regiment camot start with the first
recorded information about it. Its ancestry must be examined.
Such is the case with the Eleventh Regiment Michigan Voluntesr
Infantry.

The begimmings of this regiment date frcm the firing
upon Fort Sumter. This ect of violence against the flag of the
United States united previcusly divided Forthern opinionj to the
loyal peopls of the North, there was now one common goal toward
vhich they could all strive. Bomhovorother, and no matter what
the cost, the Union must be saved. This over-riding determination
vas the driving force which resulted in the formation of the '
Eleventh Michigan. X

On April 15, 1861, President Lincoln called upon the governors
of the loyal states to furnish him with 75,000 three-month volunteers,
and on May 3, for 42,000 to serve three years. Fo one in Weshington
or in any state capital was prepared for the overvhalming response to
these calls. Northern enthusiasm brought in so many volunteers that
the War and Treasury Departments vere faced with the unexpected
| Decessity of discouraging enlistments. It was not so much a question
of how many would go to tha fight, as who would get the chance.

In almost every sizable villags or township, local military

companies were formed, As soon as they had any semdlance of
organization, they would appeal for a place in the proposed regiments.
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The state adjutant generals' offices were deluged with these rcgucntu
'they had the difficult problem of deciding vhich companies to accept.
The companies not chosen would clamor for the next chance, As cne
Wisconsin soldier put 1t, "We thought the rebellion would be over
'beforé our chance would coma."t

Most of the states £illed their early regiments with existing
militis companies. Each regiment required only ten companies, and
Michigan's quota under the three-months call was one regiment, But
even when the Becond, Third, and Fourth Michigan regiments were
formed after the call of May 3, there were many dissppointed units.

)ﬁchignn's governor, Austin Blair, was a lnytl Republican,
He m quite willing to accept the volunteer compenies as fast as
they were offered, Unfortunately, the War Department did not support
;thia policy. On May 11, 1861, Becretary of War Simon Cameron in-
structed Governor Blair to reduce the number of regiments then being
formed. Cameron wrote; "Let me earnsstly recommend to you, therefors,
to call for no more than four regiments, of which only three are to
serve for three years, or during the varj and if more are already
called for, to reduce the number My cuscha.rgu."z

Govemor‘ Blair 414 not follow the War Department's recom-
mendations. Not sharing Becretary Cameron's belisf that the war
m.ldrequireaofev.troopc, the Governor took it upon himself to

lHenry Bteele Commager (ed.), The Blus and the G%Z (2 vols.;
Indianapolis: The Bobbs-Merrill Co., Inc., 19%0), I, 70.

2John Robertson (comp.), Michigan in the War (rev. ed.;
Lansing: W. B. Georgs & Co., 1882), p. 220. Cited hereafter as
Michigan in the War.




recruit three additional regiments in addition to thc required four.
These three bescamas the Pifth, Bixth, end Beventh Infantry.

Even with Blair's liberal policy, more companies were
volunteering than theres were regiments to accommodate them. The
State Adjutant General's Office was compelled to spend much of its
time deciding vhich companies to sccept:. The experiences of four
companies will illustrate the frustraticn men encountered in their
attempt to Join the fight. Parts of these companies, and others
1ike them, formed the mucleus of May's Independent Regiment, which
would in turn dDecome tha Eleventh Michigan Yolunte.er Infantry, |

In Three Rivers, Michigan, the President's first call
arrived by telegraph on April 16, 1861, Tha wires had hardly
stopped humwming before Samisl Chadwick, lawyer, politician, and
formar officer in the Mexican War, wvas displaying the flag on the
street, Confident that his help would be accepted, Chadwick at once
began to organize a company. On April 18 he wrote to Governor Blair
that he had forty men enrolled and would soon have a full company
Ha wanted to know wbat ha should do with them, Receiving no response
(the Governor was out of towvn), he wvrote on April 22 to Adjutant
Genersl John Robertson at Dstroit for instructions; his men were
anxious. Robertson's office answered on April 2k that the two

3Ib1a., po 221,
chigan Historical Commission Archives (Lansing), Records

Sy WM:‘-&: e s )@&2% §ooReoe llI‘thnR-ﬁﬁ,
‘Bamuel Chadvick to Adjutant General John Robertson, Adjutant Gen-
eral's Office, Detroit, Apr. 22, 1861. Cited hereafter as Regimental
8ervice Racords.
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as a clerk in the War Department.

regiments called for were already filled. But 1f Chadvick offered
a full company later, it ndghthmceptcd.’:

Apparently no formal call was ever sent for the Thres Rivers
compeny. But vhen s call vas sent to Constantine, Chadvick released
his men to Jjoin that unit., Soon after he went to Washington to work
6 .

On April 25 the Adjutant's office received a letter from
William L. Stoughton, a Bturgis lawyer and ceptain of the local
militia, B had & company, most of them new recruits, not drilled,
but anxious for a chance, They had forty musketoons,! unfortunataly
not in the best condition. Stoughton's letter vas carried to the
Adjutant General by Sergeant Homer H. Packard, who was empowered to
ansver sxy questicns the Oeneral might ask.D

- Commmication between Bturgis and Detroit was certainly fast,
for on the next day Stoughton wrote to General Robertscn that he was
mmtolamhiuccmanyconldn'tbwomapartottheﬁrﬁm-
regiments, but perbaps they might be needsd later on.”] Time passed
and no eall came. Ou}hyustoughtontalag:%phedtoukuthn‘
Peninsula Guards would be accepted. He said hs couldn't hold the

“Heber LeFavour to Chadwick, Apr. 24, 1861, Ibid.

al'hc Three Rivers Reporter, Aug. 21, 1869, p. 1. Cited hereaftar

as %Mr. Chadwick's recruits probably formed part of Company G,
gan Infantry. Michigan in the War, p. 188,

TMuskstoons are short muskets.

S1l11em L. Stoughton to Robertsen, Apr. 25, 1861, Regimental
8ervice Records. ’ ’ ’

98toughten to Robertsan, Apr. 26, 1861, Ibid.



company togsther much longer without some encoursgement.0 Five
mmmmnmmmdmmoe'-cwmmm
Fourth regiment, For some reason Btoughton did not enter the service
ﬁghhincoapany.n Perbaps hs vas holding out for a higher rank than
captain.

Atmuncy,)hlvinmdgamormiuiWAcw. On July
22 be wrotei "A better Company of boys never was raised. If there is
oruwon_uthcmuam,ginitwmm&usemmimy
Rifles."2 The news of Bull Run must have reached him soan after,
for the next day he wroter "Some of our brothers and neighbors of
this place were in the late battle and ws must avenge their deaths.
Let us in if there is a possible eham:n‘l3_ o

Time passed and no chance came. On July 23 Mudge wrote
asking why his company couldn't dbe acceptedi “A better set of men
never was brought to-gether. Tough hardy farmers all of them.* He
complained that while be had received encoursgement on & visit to
Detroit four weeks earlier, he hadn't heard anything since then.
"Wethinkthcnﬂllmtbcmahchmceforuaformfmth‘tn
have no Ex Governor /sic/ or Congressman or any other wire working
politicimtointimedlii_c]for us. Yet we 4did cast cur vote for
Governor Blair « « « "% A fow days later, Captain Miuige and his
Quincy Wolverines jJoined Colonel May's Independent Regiment.

10gtoughton to Robertson, May 15, 1861, Ibid.
Llpichigan in the War, p. 222.

124elvin Mudge to Robertson, July 22, 1861, Regimental
8ervice Reacords.

L3mage to Robertson, July 23, 1861, Ibid.
Uiiage to Robertscn, July 29, 1861, Ibid.
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Writing from Morenci on June 3, Bylvester B. Sxith offersd
s company that had already found the Pourth Mighigan full. The
Morenci volunteers wvanted to keep their organization and to be in-
formed vhen new regiments vere plemed.)? On June b the Adjutant
General advised Smith to keep up his organizstion for later call.t®
On June 18 Captain Baith wondered why he bad not heard some-

thing when the Pifth, 8ixth, mdswmthmsimtsmbeingormizad.,

Vas thers a place for his compeny in the Seventh?'! The Adjutant
General's Office replied that tha three regimants had the needed com-
panies, mﬁitmiixpouibletoﬂy%thcrmtrﬁomﬁculdbc

18 ~

The persistent Captain Smith again wrote on Ame 2k, Hs
realized he had to be patient, that other men understood the situstion

" better than he; nevertheless, the Morenci Guards 41d not fesl they had

been treated justly. If an eighth regiment vas formed, they certainly
expected‘to be part of it, Saith now offered the services of ", . , an
excellent Ml Band ¢« » o, that would like an oppoghmity to g into
cne of the Regts as a Band. There are but fev better in the country.
They are uniformed in good styles, Blus Brosd Cloth frock Coats, Blue
caps same style as the militsry fatigne caps."l?

On June 25, Captain Smith was told what specifications his

158ylvester B, Smith to Robertson, June 3, 1861, Ibid.
16reravour to Buith, June b, 1861, Ibid.

1Temith to Robertson, June 18, 1861, Ibid.

18p, Garmo Jones to Smith, Juwe 19, 1861, Ibid.
198mith to Robertson, Aune 24, 1861, Ibid.

ST AT e



company must meet. Itmthanonccaptdn, omfirst 1ieutenant,
one second lieutenant, one first sergeant, tour nrg«nts, eight
corporals, two musicians, vith botvun li:ﬁy-four and aighhy
privates. The mister roll mist state the rank and ags of each
comzissioned and non-commissicned officer, the date and place of
enlistment ut each vol\mtaer, and show the mtun'l certinottion
of thc corroctmu of the mll 20 |
mmcpectnmdbrighter &nith senzhitmntermll
cn July 6, mmwmammammm-m,mm'
thought it necessary since other compsnies had been accepted with
bardly encugh men to f11l the officer positicms. S8ince hs had fule-
filled the requirements, he certainly expected to be "reckoned in”
Vhen the next regiment was called.’> After more than three woeks with
Do word, Smith lost petience with the Adjutant General's Office. On
Myﬁhmh&%mrmmtmmmmemtym
signing a petition asking that his company de aecepted_..az The Morenci
Guards changed their name to the Hudson Riflemen, and were aacepted
by May's Regiment. '

In all of these and other cases, impatience marks the
recruiters. These men couldn't wait to get their companiss in the
army, Most of them believed that the fight wuldbc over before
they had & chance &t glory.

While Captain Sxith's friends wvere signing their petition,

2Jcnes to Smith, June 25, 1861, Idid.
2gnith to Robertson, June 6, 1861, Ibid.
2gmith to Austin Blair, July 31, 1861, Ibid.



10
@overnor Blair was getting the unlimited authorization he had long
seeded. During July Congress bad given Lincoln the pover to enlist
900,000 instead of 42,000 three-year volunteers. Michigan's quota
wnder these laws was large encugh to sbsord all who vere asking for
a chance, But the machinery of government was running too slovly,
and to men like Mudgs and Bmith the delay was unbearsble. If the
Governor couldn't help them right away, then they would go elsevhere.
If the State couldn't suthorize their regiments, they would have
them snyvay: And so May's Independent Regiment was born..




CHAPTER IX o
"Fo better opportunity to enlist has yet been offered.”

B8ince state regiments had more than encugh men to £111 their
ranks, many leaders of local militia tried to have their groups rec-
Wummntmtlbythaww What might
mbmmwtcomofthaneffortscanmt‘bckwm because
independent units were discontinued in September, 1861, Apparently

~ an independent regiment vas organized to join & particular army.
Mnmblthsmtmldwceptmmmm’orm
country; in presctice, recmitincwﬁsusuuly limited to the area
adjacent to its rendexvous. This was true of the proposed independent
regiment in 8t. Joseph County, Michigan.

Samuel Chadwick, later adjutant of the Tegiment, had deen
called to Washington to work as a clark in the office of Secretary
of War Simon Cameron. On August b, 1861, there appeared in Chadwick's
office Dr, 8. L. Herrick of Three Rivers, Michigan, who told him
wunu‘:.mofmu Pigeon wished to raise A regiment. Chadwick,
who approved of May, obtained authorization for the regiment, and
instructions were immediately telegraphed to Colonel May by Becretary
Cameron,t |

21, . 1, in a letter to
| pEESSITE e s,

of it vhich were interpolated by Adj. Chadwick.” As Btoughton's
edited copy is missing, it is not known whether he was referring

11
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With his authorization from the War Department, Colonel May
Degan recruiting in earnest. At first he confined his efforts to
Bt. Joseph County; then, after the first rush of enthusisen, he
reached 1nto the surrownding area in southern Kichigan, Although
his vegiment ultimately {noluded men from several southern counties,
1t vas recruited chiefly frca St. Joseph County. Of {ts tem com-
paates, three came from that county, and most of the remaining seven
Wstmmm.mmut@hmtt&umm
filled with local men. When the regiment left for the south, its
rolls bore 610 names frcm 8. Joseph Coumty. The company organization
vas as follovs: - L N

Company A, 8t. Jouphcmmtymuorcenmnuc, Bt.

Joseph County, Captain Duvid Oakes.
B, Quincy Wolverines of Quincy, Branch County,

Wmmw-

tothispartlcul;rimldant“nhte&byﬂhmmk. In the face
of strong evidence that Stoughton 4id not have & good opinion of
his adjutent, and that Chadwick's influence in securing appoint-
"mant for Colenel May is not verified elsevhere, the story merits
further investigation. Btoughton to Robertsan, Apr. 28, 1880,
Regimental Service Records., : .

2he Western Chronicle (Three Rivers, Mich.), Aug. 14,
1861, pi 3. CUIted Barealter as Chronicle. ,

. 3111-:‘%1;{ of 8t. Jossgg County, Michigan (Philsdelphias
) . oy 3 Po .
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Compeny G, Bturgis Light Guards of Bturgis, Bt. Joseph

County, Captain Calvin Hood.
Company D, Bronson Quards of Bronson, Branch County,

Captain Benjamin Bennet.
Company B, Thred Rivers Light Guard of Three Rivers, St. ;

Joseph County, Csptain Henry Bpencer.

Compeny ¥, Budson Riflcmen (formerly Morenci Guards) of -
Budson, lenawes County, Captaln Sylvester Smith, _

Company G, Behooleraft Rifle Rangers of Bohooleraft,
Xalamazoo County, Captain Charles Moasa. '

Cozpany N, Coldwater Tigers of Coldwater, Branch County,

“‘ | coxoml my vas authorized to raise a battery of‘;nrtmexv'y.'
in'addition to an inﬁntry regiment. This battery or six pleces was
organized by Captain John Andreva of Coldvater and vas knovn as the
Colivater Plying Aﬁnleq.s It later became Battery ¥, First
Michigan Light Artillery.’

In the first weeks of August, 1861, Colonel May's Independent
Regiment began to take shape. Volunteers enlisted at eight different
offices in St. Joseph County. Aoccording to Tha Three Rivers Reporter,
an'\mpmc_m‘c;ctlnuiber” c:a.z}n;'-l1‘01‘\:&1‘@1.7 'mammyoungana

"cmmicn, Sept. 25, 1861, p. 3. Nov. 13, 1861, p. 3.
Michigan, Adjutant General's Office, Record of Service of MWichi

Volunteers in the Civil VWar, 1861~ (56 vols.s Ralamasoo, Mich.i
Bros. & Everard, 1905), XX, 1. cztedhma:tewumm.

Eluunt.hlﬂich;ggn Infantry.

SChronicla, Bept. 25, 1861, p. 3+ This article clearly
states That Andrev's Battery vas encamped at White Pigeon.

-GAan'sBattery is oredited with being organized at Cold-
vater, and left for Kemtucky, March 3, 1862, Battery D under Captain
Alonzo P. Bidwell is reported to have been orgsniszed with the Eleventh
Infantry, snd left its rendesvous at Coldvater for Kentucky, Dec. 9,
1861, M in the War, pp. 526-27, 529. Apparently at cne time
or another, two artillery units wers involved in the organization of

May's regiment.
7R°Ertcr' Au‘- 8, ]-861, P 3‘




F38 ) mood to allov the southern states to destroy their beloved Uniam.
"Z 7t Ahe battle of Mansssas eccomplished anything, it awcke these
fmuwthummtymdimentdmaerofthathmte The men
who joined May's Independent Regiment ware ths trus 186L volunteers.
They joined simply becsuse thay believed it their duty to defend the
Bation's honor and preserve the Union. At the time they enlisted,
they expected only their pay as a soldier, which for many was less
than they mide as oivilians. The issus of slavery was to them of
minor importance; a regiment raised to free ths slaves would have
drought few recruits in Michigan: Tha only issue ves the Union.
Recruiting vas handled in different ways. Usually a local
citizen of repute would anncunce his intention to orgsnize a company.
&mumsmmlndw,itmmwlymmmmtham
be slected captain of the compeny vhen it vas mustersd into service.
It vas necessary to edvertise to induce recruits into the ranks.
distribute them freely. Another was to secure favorable publicity
in local nevspapers. Thus, readers of The Three Rivers Reporter

learned that:

There are & mmber of important consideraticns tending to
mavolugtmcrmthilnctionto Join the Three Rivers
Company Coles May's regiment. Thay will de in the ranks with
those they mre Dest acquainted with; bave surgical and medical
attendants vhose reputations are well established in their owm
] naighborhcod, and officers whom they have known for years;

vhile the facility with vhich commumication may be had to and
! from friends at home will be reliable and direct. No detter
! opportunity to enlist has yet deen offered. Office of enlist-




ot 8
P s pent is st the Post Office.

‘ . gnowing that men would respond most favordbly tp the personal
agpeal, the organiser usad public meetings to present his case,

Oa ths platform, or near it would be seated the town dignitaries,
the local band, future company or regimental officers, and, if
possidle, several privates vho had already enlisted. The audience -
would hear several sirong patriotic speeches, ;hn goul-stirring
partial misio of the band, snd, if thay vere lucky, a talk by scme
man vith military experiende. Beldom would these efforts fail. The

8

close of thﬂamrting would find 'thcrconpany otﬁcﬁ hsppily in the
possassion of several new names for their muster rollv". #

An especislly sctive recruiter vas County Tressurer David-
Oakes, with hiu 8t. Joseph County Guards. Forming his ccw at
Centreville, he traveled to soveral small county towns.? For exsmplet

A meeting ves held at Parkville, on Jonday svening, for the
purpose of raising recruits for Col. May's Independent Re N
The occssion was enlivened by the presence of Capt. Oaks /sic
with several mexbers of his Company, &nd Martial Music..
maeting vas saddressed by Drs. Beck and Howard, and Mesirs, Oaks,
Crosetts snd others., Several names were added to the Muster Foll.
The feeling throughout the county is decidedly in favor of having
Col. May's Regiment, at the dispositicn of the War Departmeut in
as short time as possidle. Maatings are being held all over the
cmty.’&mﬁmgmhammmncmmtyluionight,vhichm
attended by sevaral perscus from Three Rivers,

Ons of the best recruiting speakers was Benjamin G. Bennet
of Burr Qak, As a first sergeant in the FPirst Michigan Infantry; he
had taken part in the battle at Mansssas, People who cams to hear

81via,, Aug., 17, 1861, p. 3.
91via.
10Chronicle, Aug. 21, 1861, p. 3.
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Ball, in this village, on Saturday evening last. The meeting
came togsther st seven o'clock and ves organived by electing B. a.
Bernet, chairmen, snd L. T, Hull, secretary. Hon. H. H. Rlley
addressed the meeting upon the matters now sgitating the country
and the duty of all loyal eitisens in the present exigency. KEe
vas followed by B. G. Bemmat, who gave a brief and graphic sccount
of the battle of Bull's Run, July 26th /sic/, at which he was
present and &n actor, His remarks werse stened to with the
utmost attention. At the conclusion he mads & statement of the

. facts relative to Col, May's commission from the Us B. War De-

partment to rsise an indspendsnt regiment., That it vas a reality,
and could not fail of being filled up if the peocple moted ia as
goodtpithnﬁueumstlyuthnﬁuhepﬂrtmntmm.w

August recruiting brought such good results that by early

September public meetings were dropped, Most of the local companies
ware full, or nearly so, and cculd rely upon less aleborate practices
to £111 their renks. When word vent arcund that Captain Bemmet's

company lacked & few men, The Three Rivers Western Chronicls came %o

his ald;

¥e understand that Capt. Bermett /sic/ - "Grove Bemnett™ -
vants a few more good men in his company. Everybody knowa
"Grove,” and hence it i uselesa for us to say anything in his
favor. We apprehend that when his friends (and their nane is
"legion®) throughout the county know that he vants s few men,
they will be forthcoming, "Grove" id "one of 'em” &nd has bean
through the mill - he was at Bull Rmj yet as ha avers, ha wvas
not ong of the Bulls, slthough ha gave scme good speci-
mens of tall walking. | .

Should the humorous approach fail, the patrictis appeal could

be expected to produce results. In late September, vhen Calvin

1lrhe Veekly Mercury and 8t, Joseph County Advertiser (Constan-

tine, Mich.), Bept. 5, 1BOL, p. 3. Cited hereafter as Mercury,

12hronicle, Bept. 11, 1861, p. 3.
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17
mmmnmu‘om,mmawmmﬁ:

Capt. Bood, of the Sturgis Guaxd, Col. May's Regiment, informs
us that he wants ten or twelve more industrious and ahle-bodied
young men to £111 up his ranks. Young men, now is the time to
serve your country. &he has need of your services and it ig your
duty to obey her call. You can never serve a batter cause; can
never fall, if fall you must, in & more glorious struggle, s
struggle for the maintenance of the liberty our fathers estad-
lished. Let it not be said that our Government wes dismenbered
and broken in pisces for tha lack of men, but come up to its

meum,mmw&nﬂm;mmmm«
mnmmtutun%nt&&m&[:m?dm.

And The Journal reminded its resders that any person joining the
company would drav pay from August 2h3 B
With the ranks of the companies repidly filling, it vas
neceusarytoui&cﬁmua@lypointtormregimt; ‘nwvillaea
amum@eonmcbom,appamntlyrorm’oﬂwrmtmtﬁi
1t was the only town vith & building large encugh to sccommodate
about 1000 men. mruncmvwmwhmrmwmm
Quiney Wolverines, who left Quincy on August 22.1% Most of the
units arrived in September, The last to be assigned the regiment
vas the Chandler Horse Quards, who left Monroe om Octcber 5,15
When & company left its homa tovn the gitizens would do their
bast to give them & grand send off. Nothing vas too good for the
home-town boys on their way to preserve the Union. Everyone had
mutin-ormmmwmAhmm,_mwmyua

13the Sturgis Journal, Bept. 26, 1861, p. 3. Cited hereafter

Vegt story of Branch County, Michigan (Philsdslphias Everts &
Avbott, IBTYY, pr OO,

15Kelson Chamberlain to Robertson, Oct. 5, 1861, Regimental
Service Records,

as




&
-~
-

mmmmmmmmm,wnmmmtm
would not be coming back, When the Centreville company left, it
traveled to Whits Pigeon by way of Constantine, On Beptember 2, The
Constantine Mercury noted thats
Capt. David Caxes' Compeny, from Centreville, went into
rendszyous at Camp Goodwin, White Pigeon,omﬁondaylut, with,
as va are informed, one hundred and sixbeen men. On their way
they pald our village & visit, 'maywreinwgonn,acccmni&d
ofmicmdatuightvnrthaecing&
The Company is mads up of the very best material - strong, robust
msn, used to lsbor - they will go into camp and be easily trans-

formed into the very bLest soldiers. The sige and
stmgthotthamnmthan&mintionofawrym

mmmmmu@tmwmdummmmm

8eptenber 9, tw vere aceonwnniedby & large crowd ot relatives and
friends, then encorted to Whitc Pigeon by the ‘i’hree Rivers bami, vhich

a1d its best to enliven tha occasion with good musie.l

mmnwmmmmumdwmcrmemuw
Beptember 28 over 700 had arrived..d By October 19 there were more
than 1200 1n camp, sticluding 150 dn the astiM)eiy conpany A Theien
mmmmrmcwramimdaboutthesm:mmmitlcon-
tnmedtoarrive, but others wmdinchl.rgoduunﬁt for military
auty %0

In the fall of 1861, as throughout the war, the organization

Wyercury, Sept. 5, 1861, p. 3

Monrontele, Sept. 11, 1861, p. 3.

Breporter, Sept. 28, 1861, p. 3.

1911d., Oot, 19, 1861, p. 2.

20w1114am J. to Robertscn, Nov, 8, 1861, Re tal
Service Records. i ¢ Fegimental
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B it trooms e ez e contaol, o B peverniEs &f the
MF peopective states. Bince each state received gredit for the mmber
of men it furnished, & governor ves paturslly anxious to vetatn
1.7 eostyol of all recruitment within his state. Governor Austin Blaiy
""" Jooked with aisplessure wpen the repid organization of May's Tnde-
pendent Regiment, for Michigan would not get eyedit for their service,
Apparently Mlaiy trisd to alow down the crgsnisstics of May's and
other independent units, so thet his cvn State reglments would have
& better chance of f1lling thelr ranks, Moy in Bt. Joseph County,
mumwmt&rwmnbmmm'um,m
it. ‘ |

This problem of Michigan's governcr ves shared by the
governors of other northern states, Collectively they pressured the
War Departmsnt into modifying its policy,; By General Orders Bo. 78,
of Beptemder 28, 1861, the War Department placed all volunteer regi-
ments, batteries, and compsnies under the governovs of the States in
vhich they were organized.?l This trensfer of withority csused no
changes in May's Independent Regimert., Its compexy organisaticn and
staff appointmants continued as before. The caly difference vas thad
the regiment now received its orders from tha State Adjutant Geseral's
Office and its commissions from tha Governor, instead of froem the
Socratary of Wer. Yat the dlspute over muthority probehly dalsyed

2301 shigan Ristarieal Comaissicn Avchives (Ltn:ina),?acom
of the Michigan Military Establistment (Records 59-1h
4 Bpecial Orders Issued from Ad (aemul'mgc
. srate ’

‘was ineorporated in

r Gml:ml. czmwemuuamxmm




the formation of the regiment by at least one month,>2

Michigan regiments wers not given mmbnrn’until their
formation was nearly encugh complete that they would liksly poon’
taks to the field. Thus, although Colonsl May's regiment came under
State control cn September 28, 1t was not until October 11 that it

vas officially designated the Eleventh Reglment Michigan Infantry.o3 .

2Mercury, Dea. 12, 1861, p.2. |
23Gensral Orders Ko. 92, Oct. 11, 1861, General and Special
Orders. .
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"rhose who bear it hence will never retwm wlth it aishonored.”

Thecampofthameventhlnfantrymongimllycalhdc:mp
Goodwin., After the arrival of United Btataa msterina Orficu'
c:ptainnarvcyﬁldm, 1tmrenmdinhiahonor. Cunp'rilden

locata& imediatalynouthofthevillaseot White Pi@on, v!;m
thwmd&uea&mﬂmﬁy&ﬂnofthe!ﬁcﬁmﬁouthsmm
vere located. cume south side of the track a car-house Gho feat
lmgmuaedualeepinsquartcr:fortMmtire reg:humt. _'l’othe
northmda.crou thtmhmtharﬁlmadutinghwu,mvcon-
verted {nto the regimnt’a "victuaung department.” The use of these
buildings wvith tbeir adjacent grounds was donated by Buperintendent
Campbellrat’thn mcmmmmmmm. Camp Tilden was called
the "best and healthiest in the state.”l A visiting editor vrote
thats - |

)hura. Sh\u-tx, Xairdmdﬁallishave tha contract for
fmmmmmm,mmmmnmmmm
learn, sre giving the very best satisfaction. The tables are
loaded with good, substantial, well cooked food, neatly pre-
pared and arranged. The lodgings are in duildings temporarily
fitted up for the purpcss, and are coufortable. Those vho lodged
uponthestmfairmtmdntnatrotlutspring,thinktha
lodginpatmu Pigeon luwxuricus.

Fearly all the men who arrived at White Pigeon vere

Mch, Beypt. 1, 1561, P 3.
2ercury, Sept. 26, 1861, p. 3.
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é"mmmuuwywntormrmtum,mmymm
experience enjoysbla. The wide meadows and oqel woodlands, the quiet
ntmvmuscnmwtham,nnacmdydiftermtmm
towms and ferms they had left, Altbm@ thoiy car-house slesping
quarters resembled a huge, Mybm,‘thcmtharmpleum’c
encugh, snd slesping wvas ccafortables These men had a difficult
time belleving the;rvera soldlers, .There mv little to indicate
Mmm@-mwthmsimxhr@amwmm-mxm:
guns, tents, and othefmumy 1tems wers in decidedly short sugply.
They had, indeed, mmatmtmmmummuhm
to war. mmmmmmmmmmm,twmmm
sny military training. The mistering officer, Captain Tildem, vas
mmwra@uumﬁmmém,mmcmmmupnm
paper works The future adjutant, Barmel Chadvick, had been a
ummmmmmm,MMmmmthtmg.
Inthemks,mtlymlymmhﬁmumiﬁcmuntm
expm-iencc. &mmmmkﬂm:motewpwl,mm
thty-omymtinthtﬁrummmdmmthatotm
‘United.ﬂtam.s
nrmbémum“‘themmimd.'mtwudm
_ have miskets m'unirnm, they 414 have legs, and Williem L. Stoughton
| Baw o 1t that they used them. Company and regimental drill vere
nno;tvd‘aily events., With inexperienced éfricmmdmn,'onam
‘ inagine that their early trials with {ntricate marching manauvers
| m:tM‘B«nintamtlng. The War Departmant's pocket-sized Book

|
?
r

: %mmkonanyI,mttPigoon,Aua 2h, 1861,
Regimental Service Records.
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1 ,,.,mammmuc-macmamnfbrthaornm
.;nWtaﬁndmm o,

yhrough early September, Caup Tilden vas a plessant adventure.
mgmmmmmtmmwudmin,ormnw

wmcmaboutorderltolunmrmmth,ormordem
to stay, or about equipment soon to arrive. First Sergeant Walter

On September 16, Colonel My was ordered to detach three
mmmm_mmmtmﬁnwmmmtmw
stalemated in their recruiting., Naturally the Colonal protested,
and the three Mundred were cut to eighty, The regiment was mesembled,
mmumumwmm,mdwlmtammimmqmu.
At 11130 on the morning of September 17 these men were escorted to
the station by the entive regiment, who watched them board the cars
for Cleveland. There thay jolned Btockton's Independent Regiment.’

Gn the afterpocn of that day the regiment vas assexmbled to
elsct 1ts officers, Not unexpectedly the vote was unanimous for
mﬂ:.wuamxmwmmn‘stoughtmunm
colonel. Colonel May vas known to all as the popular propristor of
_ the White Pigeon Railroad Dining Ball. He wvas a former member of the
E Pennsylvania lLegislature, sod had somes military exparience. The

Constantine Mercury saldl

[ mm.m.wmmmamamm:mrormm
ten years, memmm«mmmmcam

Yehronicle, Sept. 18, 1861, p. 3.

S1bia, Btockton's regiment becams the Sixteenth Michigan
Infantry, Michigan in the War, p. 359.




.. people, as avidenced by the oft times he has Deen called to
= stations of honor and trust. He is now U. 8. District Attornay.
Bs has for some years pald considersble attention to military
matters, and is we believe vell posted in infantry tactics.
piligent, prenrginganddatmmcd, he will be a competent and

mﬂ‘r cfficer.
Elected als0 that day wers Mijor Benjemin F. Doughty, Quarter-

smster Addison I, Draks, and Adjutant Germain H. Mason.T Adjutant
hnonnImtmateradwiththnremt andhispllcamtakcnby
mlcmdvick 'rhaother:t:r:otﬁccrast.nrgmiutionm
Burgeon Willisa X. E1110t%, Aasifant Surgeon Justin C. ELLiBtt, and
Chaplain BolmsLPattim.a Koout Me. Pattison The Chrontels noted
thl.the"...uauutthnmrertbeplm uwllverudin
mwmmnmymime,muma-mmmwum
Wedifnecenurytoﬁahtaswlluw'g o
meotthemnpmblmmmvolmtmregim.m
ﬁhamintemceofdiscipline. m:mmmwwmofmsimta
mmk-mm&:,m«mdmmﬁﬁp@mhofd
frontier envirenment that encoureged individualism. Accustomed to
running their owa lives, it ves difficult for them to lsarm to

Mwammmmufwmmh&dhmmu
neighbors. Tomknmtuuma,bemothatmininacmmuo
close to their homes, the soldiers were constantly plaguing their
officers for leaves. Walther Bolsington thought that 1f they could
only move to some place seversl hundred miles svay to finish their

Eyercury, Sept. 19, 1861, pe 3.
Trvia,

¢ 8Record, Pleventh Michigan Infantry, p. l.
1 9hrontcle, Mov. 13, 1861, p. 3.
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arill, they vould "feel first rata.” "

fbout the middle of Beptonber an INClamdt seourped which

{ncreased the respect of the men for thelr o®fisers, Jor several
Wmmmm'wﬂm&mmrm‘nhmmnmmen-
trance to the eating housel "Boﬂoimﬂmmdwmhm*

his seemingly waresscnsble prohibiticn cammeq much resentful talk.
Pinally the mxth vas learnedi

'g'mw;mmmn%fm This
ﬁratviaﬂalaaigxoftbe&mthﬁym&uoualyamctingmited
aaoc&dealafinterest. Octoberl, m.cmmrimwm
times 111 mtlcipution o:t the arrival of Gahx-m;» 31;1;-, vho, unfor-s
hmtely,raueatomm 12 )

mw,mma,mm%mmrm
Governor. Wmmwﬁwm-tm the men hurried to

. mm,umammnmlcmmm,mu,

fromitunfurledtheirbeﬂflla- 'm'“nnmmponmahngm
mm«wwmmﬂm:“dthemnumum
me:toctmrmacmmor. Tbcmndonnuth.uboou,mon
umcm,mﬁwum,mtmmumamm The

]'DMO) Oct. 2’ 1861, .Pﬁ 3’
Lippe4,

""1:"—"
12m14., Oct. 9, 1861, p. 2.




officers vere with their companies. The field officers sat perfectly
aligned in their saddles. The train arrived without the Governor. >
J

A sudden shower forced the regiment into the mess hall, where
the men vere somevhat mollified by the Sturgis Presbyterian Ssdbbath
8chool teachers and scholars, ¢ome to present a sword to Captain
Calvin Hood. The regiment gave three cheers for the Captain, three
for the Sabbath S8chool, and three for themselves.

Then Judge Wilson of Hillsdale was called to ths stand and
made & very eloquent and patriotic speech - spcke highly of the
officers and privates of the Regiment, ~ spoke much in praise of
Capt. Bood as a citizen, and said he would make & brave and
efficient officer. ~ Rev. Mr. Fuller was then called to¢ the floor,
He had unbounded confidence in the soldiery of Michigan, spoke
highly of the Regiment as men of intelligence and integrity . . .,
Mr. Dickinson of Hillsdale was called to the floor., He a
stirring patriotic speech - short, pithy and full of zeal.

When Governor Blair finally visited the camp five days later,
on October 8, the regiment was put through its drill by Lieutenant
Colonel Stoughton, reviewed by Colonel May and the Governor, then
: formed into & hollov square to hear the Governor speak. He assured
them that he had the best interests of ths regiment at heart and
that he vas in no way unfriendly to their efforts to complete their
organigation. He knev the men were mmong the finest the State had
to offer, and called upon them to do their best when they met the
eneuw.l5 That evening the Governor and his regimental entoursge
Journeyed to Three Rivers, where he spoke to a large and enthusiastic

crowd at Kelsey's Hall.l6

mm, Oat., 12, 1361, P 310
1hma,

15rcurnal, Oct. 10, 1861, p. 2.

1615_11:1.11, Oct. 9, 18841, p. 3.
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’memraianiaurodconthetopootthe
."_tem-maouroot. WS,OOOyeoplcga
" Pigeon,. mlmntmmrmtmm ‘
 should. ‘have been a joyous cccasicn, many °‘,§
'femm-medx thairuniromhadmtmi
'mmmgmmmw 37
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garly in October the Michigan Bouthern NEZ

" ot on Seturday, October 12, a "Grand Picnic Jmi)

vers the things they 4id not have Their s

mrmmgingmundmttotthcsummf
itema to equip their first three-months v 1
summer of 1861, thashowh@hadbeecm

‘ Michigan's procurement prodlem vas
As soon as a regiment vas organized, the
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1Tenronicle, Oct. 16, 1861, p. 3.
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at Detroit would appeal to the War Department for the necessary
equipment, The speed with which this materiak arrived would depend
upon its svailsbility and the efficiency of those in charga. The
real mirscle was that the material vas supplied at sll,

A% last, on Youlday, September 23, Camp Tilden received 800
army blankets.)® Their atstribution on the follewing day raised the
mrale of & regiment that was beginning to think it was forgotten.l9
The early fall weather already had touchas of ¢old and these blunkets
vers sorely needed. But 800 were not enough for a regiment fast
approsching the 1000 mark, the people of the sres sent their own
blankets to relisve the shortsge.2°

. Hsppily a letter from tha War Department scon announced that

full equipment was on the way. For several days aftervards each

train arriving at White Pigeon vas mst by a group of expectant
soldlers in search of uniforms.”> The uniforms had been sent, but

they vere lost among the supplies piling up at Pittsburgh,?2 When
they were finally located, The Reportar wrotei

- The uniforms of ths Independent Regiment have at lasst deen

dug out of tha immense mountain of freight which bad sccumlated
at Pittshurgh by reason of soms obstruction of the railrcad. We
vill venturs an opinion there never was a gladder set of fellows
than these when the long-expected and anxiocusly locked for cars
containing the woolen freight hove in sight.23

Byarcury, Sept. 26, 1861, p. 3

19chronicle, Oct. 2, 1861, p. 3.
201b14., Oct. 9, 1861, p. 3.

22Mercg__rz, Oat. 17, 1861, p. 3.
23Reporter, Oct. 26, 186, p. 3.
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" ¥hen the uniforms came on Baturday, October ;9, it vas discovered

Mmmmmomtwmmm,mdsmmu
'ummtmmm,mmgimntmbc’vmnspecuhly
Wu.ummmr.*ah

The days vent by after this premature rejoicing and still no
pev shipments csme, Impatient, Calonel May wrote to General Robert-
son on Novezber 9, asking him to look into the clothing situation.®?
Robertson's office found that a governmant contractor at Philadelphia
had failed to complete his order. The State then arranged with
Messrs. Bykes and Company of Detroit to supply the missing equipment.?d
Towards the end of Movember, the remaining uniforms, canteens, haver~
sacks, and other items reached Camp Tilden.2! The uniform vas &
large overcoat, & dress coat with brass shoulder scales vhich the
men called frying pans, pants, two pairs of drawers, & vest, two
shirts, socks, shoes, forage cap, and & tall stiff black felt hat
exbellished vith a plume. It vas called ™ ., . . the handsomest and
most comfortabls uniform yet furntshed "2

But the soldiers still lacked muskets, Of all necessary
uws,thestatc'lmpplyofﬁmmm-thlmtmw.

2hm Oot. 24, 1861, p. 2.
25May to Robertson, Nov. 9, 1861, Regimental Service Records.

26Cchronicle, Mov, 27, 1861, p. 3.
2Tv1a., Dea. b, 1861, p. 3.

rter 96 1861: Pe 3o
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Consequently, General Robertson did mot forvard muskets to & regi-
mtmtuhcmmitmldmbclemna;orthetmt. m-
Mcmamumnimncmm,mnmmmmnm
vithout weepons for three months in exercises requiring weapons.

Cn November £2 General Robertson ordered that s thousand
mskets and accessories de forvarded to the Eleventh Reglment .2
These arms arrived early on Tuesday, November £6, and wers distriduted
the same morning.3® The make snd model of thess guns emmot be dee
termined by the inadequats evidence availsble, A Branch County
hintmnfmtahlzimmdotharmmtsotpoorqmny' )
semmtnormmmmmtwedﬂmunugimﬁ Apbotosmph
of Melvin J. Iyoan, comuvb,vhichmtaksnduﬁngtmmlymm
of the var, shovs him with an Austrisn musket.33 It 18 safe to state
that theuummcotfmianmkamdqmﬁmtely .69 ealiber,

At the var's beginning, both Horth and Scuth bad realized at
mcmmmuwm@mmemu,mmzmam
pmmmmtmhwmrwmmwcm; Both
mmwtsmtmnutomzmmtobwm. These men, their
pockets stuffed with monsy, usually found them. Unfortunately, the
mchm&ihtwbou&tmmtaimthnmn

Yor many years ths standard weapon of most world amies had

- 298pecial Orders o, 29, Nov. 22, 1861, General and Special
Orders.

Xchronicle, Dec. &, 1881, p. 3.

3liistory of Branch County, Michigan, p. 664
32Hicks, p. 522.

33Photograph in the possession of the suthor.
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been & smoothbore musket of approximately .69 caliber. 8ince all
armies were similarly armed, this veapon wvas copsidered adequata.
During the early 1850's the situation changed vhen most armies
adopted 8 rifled arm of sbout .58 caliber: Rifled wespons bad been
in use before, btut their loading had required the use of a patched
tullet, & tima-contuming process. Then two French captains, Minie
and Tamagier, developed & confeal Bullet which could be loaded easily
and quickly in a rifled barrel without the use of a patch.3% The
resulting change-over in weapons left Eurcpean countries with large
mmbers of obsolete miskets which they were only too giad to sell to
the American agents,

: _mlythemdthemmthmmpmdtobawmnr
foreign muskets, for they vers evidence that they had at last becoms
soldiers; But their first experience with cleaning and firing these
weapons mist have raised doubts of their effectiveness in battle. |
Yor these muam and Austrisn muskets vere heavy, cuzberscme, and
usually quite dirty from long storsge. BSome could nat even be fired.
And as for the enea that could be fired, an Illincis colonel gald he
¢ould alvays tell vhich of his Balgians had fired by noting vhich men
ware lying flat on the ground. The colomel Addads

One of these Belgian muskets will kick like a mule, and burst
with the greatest facility. BSeveral soldiers im our Illinois

regiments have been killed in this way. Ths dayonat, too, is &
povelty - & soft irom affair, apparently designed to coil round

Fc1aud E. Fuller (comp.), Springfield Muzxle-Losding Shoulder

Arms, A Desaription of ths Flint Muskets, Musketoons and Carbines,
mﬁmu, W, 'ﬁiﬁn, Caﬂainas,andg?giai)bdohrron
to ew York} Francis Bamnerman S8oms, 1930), p. 113,




the enemy, &s 1t is introduced, thus taking him priscmer.33

When the Eleventh had more practice with these muskets, cpinions were
freely expressed. One soldier wrote: "Our guns sre miseradle things,
and our regiment would be disgraced were they to go into action with
them. - About one-eighth of the entire muber are utterly useless.”3%
A sergeant said they feared the gun more than they did the Rebels,
The buck and dall load did not &lvays hit the target, but the recoil
vas sure to strike the man firing the smusket.3! That his was not
Just the opinion of private soldiers im shown by Captain Bennet's
comnent §

The guns with which our regiment is armed are misersble
things - absclutely good for nothing. fThe men have no confi~
dence in them, and if called into action would be loth to
stand fire vhesre they knewv there was not an even show. JYor
my » I hope we shall not go into battle until we get better

With a soldier's training at Camp Tilden came his first
realization of the responsibilities of army life. At some time or
other most men vished they had never enlisted, Most of them com-
plained and stayed on. But a few cut their military ties. In its
three year history there were thirty-nine desertions in the Eleventh,
twenty-seven of which occurred before they left Michigan.>? The
first %o leave vere Isaac Holland and Orrin Simmons, doth of Company

3Prank Woore (ed.), The Civil War in Song and Story, 1860- i
-1865 (New York: P. ¥, Collter, 1B53); p. 137, . |

3630\11“1. th-ls, 1.8&, P 2. ::

|
3TRicks, p. 522. The buck and ball load was the normal charge E

of powder, and the normal round lead dall sigzed to the diameter of the

bore, topped by three lead balls sized adout half the dismeter of the

bore. The intention vas to inocresse destructive power.

38Jourml, Feb, 6, ]-862, Pe 2.

39Record, Eleventh Michigan Infantry, passim. n






