23
been told, "it would not do to get the new tents dirty." Drunken-
ness of officers was discussed thoroughly.

The "Irish Scrgcant-Major" was also singled out in the
same letter for criticism for having disciplined a fatiguc detail
which had been excused from further duty by the captain; after
the captain corrected him, the sergecant-major informed thc captain
that the men were "brutes'" and deserved anything they got.67

Loomis came under direct criticism for having given an
unauthorized pass to one of the men. When the fellow was stopped
and taken to General Reynolds, a charge of forgery was lodged
against hih. However, for some reason the fortunate trooper hap-
pened to secure a discharge before the matter went very far.08

"PLAIN TALK" was not quite as critical of Captain Loomis
as of the other officers, with the exception again of Lts. Gillam
and Van Pelt who were regarded as good officers and were said to
be ready to resign unless matters were soon corrected.

The crowning blow, or the most damning accusation, was
saved to last when "PLAIN TALK" revealed that an outrage had been
committed which calle@ to high heaven for redress. It referred
to the "entire consuﬁ%tion by the commissioned officers of

dainties sent to the hospital by ladies of Coldwater."®?

-

Reaction to letters such as thesc was not long in coming.

The mayor of Coldwater, Robert Chandler, wrote a solid defense

70

of the battery and its leadership, but, as a later cditorial

in the Advertiser pointed out, Mr. Chandler was not on the scene

when offenses were alleged to have been committed. In addtion,

his son was Lieutenant Robert G. Chandler, then serving as First

Licutenant in the hutrcry.7I
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Mcanwhile, additional accusations continued to filter through
the mails. Some of them were quite petty, such as the accusation
that on the march from Philippi to the railroad, the sick were forced
to ride on top of the baggage while the "ladics" occupied the am-
bulance. Food complaints were most numerous, but a fcw cases of
"abusc" were drcdged up from the previous summer which included
loss of baggage in Ohio.72

The ruckus prompted interested parties to travel to Kentucky
to look into matters. One such traveler wrote a lengthy comment
in the Tribune on January 28, 1862, which lauded the battery for
its accomplishments, basing most its praise on such things as the
responsibilities given it by higher authority, markmanship, camp

73 Two days later another article

discipline and cleanliness.
continued to uphold the battery's reputation and leaned hcavily
on comments by Generals Reynolds and Mitchel.’4

The editor of the Detroit Tribune chose to have the last
word in the matter, as editors often do. On January 30, 1862,
a very long editorial criticized the previous defenses, and
generally did so on pretty good grounds. The governor had dis-
patched a member of h;s staff to make an investigation, but it
consisted of a cordial visit with battéry officers and not much
more. This report was carefully criticized by the Tribune.
Additional privaté letters werc reported to be in the hands of
the editor, and they confirmed the essential details reported by
"Spencer" and "PLAIN TALK." By this time, however, the Tribune
could report that most of the problems had been corrected since

the battery arrived in Kentucky and was within the command of

General Ormsby M. Mitchel. Speaking of its correspondents, the
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Tribune commented: "They all even now spcak in high terms of
Captain Loomis personally, but contend that he does not control
some of the officers under him."75
During the latter part of January and ecarly February, 1862,
the grumbling correspondents generally began to quiet down. This
was probably duc to some improvement in living conditions, as

reference is made to the issue of Sibley tents and the purchase

of stoves designed for these.’® At least onec of the correspon-
dents went to the guardhouse for 'a forty day period,77 which may
have tehpered the verbosity of some of the others. The Tribune

claimed thaf General Mitchel had taken an interest in battery
affairs and that rations were more plentiful, in spite of Lieuten-
ant Chandler (the commissary officer of the battery) who protested
that the men of the battery ate more than other men.’8

During this same time, Loomis continued to improve the
versatility and efficiency of the battery. Training in cavalry
tactics, swordsmanship and horsemanship appcars to have continued,
and the men were fully armed with Sharps carbines inaddition to
sabres and revolvers.79 This should be considered unorthodox and
would have been critjﬁgzed by some of the artillery tacticians
of that day.80 Most important, however, was the opportunity to
engage .in extensive live fire artillery practice while in northern
Kentucky. Both the Detroit and Cincinnati newspapers described
the remarkable accuracy of the battery's ten pounder Parrotts.
At a range of three-quarters of a mile (1320 yards), ten out of
twelve shots were regularly kept within a five foot circle.8!
In one demonstration a sheet of newspaper was consistently hit

2 ; ; ;
at a range of 1000 yurds.s“ Most certainly, credit must be given
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to the commanding officer whose men became this proficient. How-
ever, some of the credit must also go to General Ormsby M. Mitchel,
who no doublt cncouraged this kind of practice and would have had
to authorize the expenditure of ammunition. Innovation and ex-
perimentation occurred under the influenéé of Mitchel, a native
of Cincinnati who was an internationaliy known scientist, astrono-
mer, successful engineer and railroad executive.83 He designed
and built a "Telescopic Pointer," which was tested by the battery
and judged to be a success .84 A£ least one mention was made to
improvements in the "preparation of shells'" which was attributed
to Captain Loomis.85

Mid-February of 1862 could be called a turning point in
the history of the battery. It had been on active duty ten months.
During most of that time it had undergone constant traihing, not
only in its own branch specialty, but also in cavalry and, tc
some minor extent, in infantry tactics. It had observed or
participated in several minor battles in western Virginia; in one
of thesg, at Greenbriar, it played a very busy role. Based on
the tenor of its publiished cor%espondeﬁce, the battery as a
whole seems to have maintained a genuine enthusiasm for the war,
in spite of apparent internal difficulties. TFor the next elcven
months the battery was to have ample opportunity to put all of
this to constant use. The 1862 campaign in the Kentucky-Tennessee
theatre would prove to be a severe test of the battery's train-
ing and lcadership.

On February 13; 1862, General 0. M. Mitchel's Third Div-
86

ision began a rapid march toward Bowling Green, Kentucky. Late

in the morning of February fourtcenth, Mitchel rececived word that
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retreating Confederates were about to destroy the bridges over
the Barren River, and hec ordered a section of Loomis' Battery
(two guns) along with the Fourth Ohio Cavalry to try and take the
bridges as quickly as possible.87 In the headlong dash to Bowling
Green, the battery covered the last four miles in twenty minutes,
or maintained a roadspeed of twelve miles per hour,88 which was
two and one-half times faster than the most rapjd marching speed
authorized by the drill manuals.89

Although the rapid march was too late to secure the bridges,
the movements of the Confederates could be seen at the railroad
depot from Banker's hill overlooking Bowling Green. Loomis opened
fire at a range of almost two miles and with the first few shots
succeeded in knocking out one of the Confederate engines.go A
harrassing fire was kept up for about one hundred rounds and at
least partially blocked the evacuation. As a result, large quan-
tities of military stores were captured the next day when the
town was occupied.91

Following the capture of Bowling Green, a rapid advance
was made on Nashville, capturihg it without serious resistance.
During mid-March, the battery was detailed to participate in
armed reconnaissance in the area about Nashville where the men's
horsemanship and sense of humor were tested. On March tenth a
supply train of twenty-six wagons was captured by the Confederate
John H. Morgan with a company of Confederate cavalry. The
teamsters were taken prisoners and instructed to cut loose their
wagons and mount their teams. Within minutes after Morgan left,

General Mitchel happencd on the abandoned wagons; he instantly

rode into the battery's camp nearby and sent sixty artillerymen
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and two companies of the Fourth Ohio Cavalry to pursue Morgan.
With some hard riding the force caught up with Morgan and, with
a brisk skirmish, rc-captured the tcamsters and their mounts.>?
Apparently the artillerymen had been well trained by cavalry-oricented
Sergeant Major O'Riordon, as they were able to function as well
as troopers of the Fourth Ohio.

A few days later Loomis' men had an even more intcresting
encounter with Morgan. For a march on Murfrce;buro, General
Mitchel devised a rapid moving column, consisting of two hundred
wagonsAfilleQ with infantry, plus one gun and twenty-five artil-
lerymen ffsm each battery in the division. loomis' Battery was
called on to act as cavalry, composing a rear guard of seventy-five

men under Captain Loomis.??>

The force was orgauized for a night
march and had come to a halt after seven miles. Colonegl Morgan
‘rode into the column under a flag of truce and was accompanied
by Gencral Mitchel, who escorted him to an interview with General
Buell, who came out from Nashville. Morgan's party consisted of
fifteen well dressed and well mounted rebels, who struck up cheer-
ful conversation. One of them asked Sérgeant John M. Hoyt of the
battery about the nuﬁggr of Federals between the expedition and
Nashville. Without hesitation, Hoyt replied, "We have thrce
hundred and sixty thousand, every man armed with Parrott ten
pounders for side-arms."24 The Confederate did not ask any more
questions.

Other unconventional operations werec in store for the
battery after the capture of Huntsville, Alabama, on April 11,

1862. As a part of Mitchel's Third Division, the battery contin-

ucd to get a taste of counter-guerrilla warfare among a hostile
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citizenry.96 The possibility of being ordered to shell an unarm-
ed population center, such as Huntsville, in order to discourage
gucrillas, could not have been too plcusant.97 Fortunately that
threat by Mitchel, if actually made, was only a bluff.

On April twenty-sixth, General Mitchel took a scction of
Loomis' Battery on a surprise attack designed to secure a large
bridge over the Tennessee River at Bridgeport,_Alabama. In this
casc, the Union forces rode trains to within rapid striking dis-
tance of the objective. After detraining, the artillery had to
be hauléd by hand, as no animal transport could be prOvided.98
The overlaga route was extremely difficult and required a one
day's delay while a three hundred foot floating bridge was con-

99 Although extremely

structed for the guns from cotton bales.
tedious, the route chosen by Mitchel for the attack was so ob-
.scure that it succeeded in completely surprising the bridge de-
fenders. The attacking forces were so close that Loqmis' Battery
opened the fight with cannister. _O Céptain Loomis' two guns
succeeded in providing adequate close support for the small
scale attack led by General Mitchel which saved the bridge from
destruction by retrea;ing Confederates. The battery in turn
scattered Confederate reinforcements which blundered into the
fight.. The return trip to Huntsville was made in somewhat
better style with the guns, both the Loomis' pieces and two
captured iron six pounders, drawn by local oxen teams.102

Several testimonials to the sharpshooting ability of the
battery and destructidon of rebel trains are mentioned in the

103

newspaper account of the Bridgeport expedition but arc not well

confirmed through official reports. One account went well out
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of its way to point out that the hardships of the march were in-
creased by Lieutenant Rolland Root, who elected to ride on the
limber of a gun while his men were pulling it through the mud
by hand. The men rebelled at this, and Root was made to get off
and walk. Other complaints were leveled at Root for not issuing

104 1f much of this was true, the bat-

rations and for cowardice.
tery's role in the'Bridgeport expedition tends_to indicate that
it contained a good number of capable, energetic and, above all,
powerful enlisted men.

bf the many unorthodox functions in which the 'battery was
involved, perhaps the most unusual was its role in the operation
of the gunboat "Tennessee.'" In order to provide some control
of the river banks in the vicinity of Huntsville, General Mitchel
directed the First Michigan Engineers and Mechanics to .build a

105

gunboat. A horse ferry, fifty-two feet long by twelve feet

wide, was secured. A stationary engine from a nearby sawmill

106

was modified by adding a homemade reversing gear. At least

one gun from Loomis' Battery was assigned to the gunboat as

armament, the officer .in charge being the newly appointed Lieuten-

-1
101 The gunboat proved to be an

108

ant Callahan H. O'Riordon.

unwieldly thing and was apt to get out of order. The original

plans to armor plate it were abandoned due to the weight factor.

Instead, the Tenncssee, as it was called, was barricaded with

109

cotton bales. When in use, the gunboat would patrol the

river. If it drew fire from the shore, it would answer with
cannister from the Patrrott on board. Although it was in use
only a short time, quite a bit of action occurred, and the

110

battery suffered two casualties on board. In the long run,
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the gunboat was not a practical success since it tended to break
down often, and there was a fear that it might drift into rebel
hands if it lost power at a critical moment . 111

The stir of active campaigning sccms to have assisted in
improving morale by ecarly summer of 1862. Complaints gencrally
stopped, and the membership of the battery seems to have beecn
quite content, at least with its commander. - On June fourth, an
assembly of the battery requested Captain Looﬁis to mcet with
them to "listen to public protest because of certain mismanage-

ments.'A'112

‘The captain granted their request. Instead of lodging
protests,‘ihe assembly formed a hollow square about the captain
and presented him with a sash, sword belt, gold bullion sword

knot and a pair of silver spurs. A short time later an engraved
sword, which was not ready at the time of the presentation, was

113 1he appreciation of the men was not

" given to the captain.
limited to Loomis alone, as Lieutenant O'Riordon also received
the gift of a sash, knot, belt and spurs.114 These éresentations
also provided the opportunity for a general party. A regimental
band, (Tenth Ohio), was engaged to provide music, and spiritous
refreshments were sefigd.lls

The balance of the summer was mildly active. A number of
minor expeditions usually kept a section of the battery on detach-
ed service most of the time. One such foray to Guntecrsville,
Alabama, was typical of thesc operations. On July twenty-scventh,
a section of the battery, commanded by Lieutenant Chandler, ac-
companied a battalion.of the Third Ohio Cavalry with the objective

of destroying ferries on the Tennessee River which were used by

guerrillas, In four days the contingent was involved in three
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skirmishes and destroyed seven large boats; most of them were des-
troyed by sharpshooting artillery firc from the Union side of the
river.1® The best shot sunk onc of the boats which had been cut
adrift by rebel pickets and was a mile dgwnstream when demolished
by the first round fired by one of Chandler's guns.]]7 |
The relatively quiet summer endéd abruptly on August thirty-
first when the battery pulled out of Huntsviile at 4 A.M. to be-
gin the rapid pullback inte Kentucky118 necessitated by the invad-
ing Confederates under General B;axton Bragg. On September
twenty-fifth the battery arrived in Louisville, Kentdcky,after

113 After a brief rest, the battery accom-

a march of 363 miles.
panied Buell in the pursuit of Bragg and participated in the bat-
tle of Perryville, Kentucky, on October eighth.

By most standards, Loomis' Battery was considered a veteran
organization. Even though it had been in combat often, it had
not fought an extended battle. Although one year earlier at Green-
briar the engagement was quite lengthy, it still had only the
character of a reconnaissance operation of brigade size, not of
a full fledged battle,.; Also af Greenbr&ar, opposition artillery
was definitely outnumbéred and outclassed. The battle at Perryville
was the first large scale engagement in which the performance of
Loomis' Battery could be placed in a perspective and compared
effectively to its companion units.

On the morning of October eighth, Loomis' Battery marched
the sixteen miles from Mackville to the opening scene of the

120

battle, about three miles west northwest of Perryville. On

this march, it was located in the van of General Lovell 1. Rousscau's

2 . . : ’ g 0l 2
Third I)1v1510n."'1 Contrary to what was written in the brief entry
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on the battery's morning report, it was not the first to open
artillery fire on the Confederates. Sharp fighting had occurred
the night before about a mile south of the battery's first loca-
tion and had been resumed by the cavalry force under Captain
Ebenezer Gay early on the morning of thc‘e.ighth.122 A pair of
guns from the Second Minnesota Battery;'part of Gay's cavalry
force, had been feeling out the Confederates when Roussecau

arrived about 10:30 A.M..123 By then the Confederate pickets

had retired beyond the range of the Second Minnesota's howitzers.

Captain Loomis was ordered up to about the same location and
with a pair of his Parrotts, he continued a searching fire to
try and see if opposition could be located beyond Doctor's Creek

1.25

one mile ahead. When no response occurred, a one hour 1lull

gave the Federal troops some much necded rcst.126 ‘

At about 11:30, General Rousseau ordered his column to
advance to the river to draw water. The lead column had barely
got within a hundred yards of Loomis' position when some Confed-
erate infantry appeared, along with three batteries which opened
a determined fire, indicating that an attack was probably form-

127

ing Rousseau ordered’ the balance of Loomis' pieces into action and

directed Captain Simonson's battery (Fifth Indiana) to move into position
on the left of Loomis.128

Initially, the eighteen Confederate guns poured a heavy
fire into Loomis and Simonson's batteries. One of the opposi-
"tion batteries was recognized as the "Washington Artillery,"

129 1n the Loomis' Battery

a well known Louisiana battery.
morning report entry, a comment was made that five of the guns

of the Washington Artillery were dismounted and that the other

124
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130

was forced to seek cover. Although the Washington Artillery

had its sharc of troubles at Pcrryvillc,lSI Confederate reports
do not substantiate any dismounted guns. Although the effect of
Loomis' fire may not have been as dramatic as was thought by ob-
servers in the battery, it was, nonethclcss) effective since the

Confederate batteries shifted to less exposcd positions and cut

. . 132 ‘
their fire.

While Rousscau was placing his troops on the far left of
the line, General Alexander D. McCook, commander of the First
Army Corps, arrived on the scene and ordered Simonson and Loomis

to cease firing and save ammunition, since no cnemy infantry was

133

in sight, and opposition artillery was minimal.

At 2:00 P.M. a large scale attack developed all along the

center and left wing of the Union line. 3% The batter&'s position

was on the extreme right of Rousseau's line, next to the barn

135

on the Mackville-Perryville road. About the time the attack

began, Loomis' Battery fell back,.having run out of long range

s 136 .y
ammunition. It took a position to the rear of the Russell

house, which had been; used as headquarters, and waited.]37‘ The
Union line held in this position for about an hour. Simonson's
battery had remained. on the line, and althqugh opposed by two
rebel batteries, onc of which had advanced to a distance of 800
yards, fcw casualties were suffered until the Confederate in-
fantry began to closc in at about 3:30.138 By 4:00 P.M. the
Union center began to give way and pull back in an orderly man-

139 ' .
ner. As the lines receded past Loomis' men, that battery went

140

into action using double cannisten and was credited with

having contributed a great deal to retarding the Confederate
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advanc0141 which ground to a halt by 5 P.M. a quarter of a mile

west of the Russell house. Although hecavy firing continued on
into the evening, the battle of Perryville had cffectively end -
ed. During the night, the Confederate positions were cvacuated.
During the action at Perryville, Loomis' Battery suffered
cight casualties (one killed, seven seriously wounded), one pri-

142 These are certainly serious

soner and thirty-two horscs lost.
losses; however, in terms of men lost, the other Union batteries
in the Third Division suffered much more. Captain Simonson
(Fifth ‘Indiana Battery) lost twenty-one men, and Captain Stone
(Battery A;-Kentucky Light Artillery) lost thirtcen men. 143
It is most unfortunate that no complete report of the

Perryville battle was made by Captain Loomis, or at least none

was published in the Official Records, and none has been located

through searches in the National Archives. Even the newspaper
accounts do not cover the battery's actions in any detail, pos-
sibly since many of the "special correspondents' in thec battery
no longer wrote the Detroit papers too often.

Although a thorough analysis of the battery's performance
is not really possiblé, enough had been pieced together from other
accounts to allow us to come to some conclusions. It cannot be
denied that Loomis' Battery had done a creditable job, particularly
since it was commended in the official reports of Gencral McCook.144
At the same time, the managecment of the battery can be criticized,
possibly for an excess of enthusiasm which had caused it to
squander its aﬁmunitiqn early in the battle so that it was not
on the main line when.the major attack developed. Rapid fire is

dramatic and commendable when circumstances require it, as in the

use of double cannister to break up close quarter infantry attacks,
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The battery did this late in the afternoon at Perryville. But
rapid fire was thoroughly discouraged by the more experienced
artillery officers during the Civil War, becausc it was often
wasteful. Probably the most respected artilleryman of the war,
Colonel Henry Hunt, Chief of Artillery in the Army of the Potomac,
eventually took serious action against .some battery commanders

in that thecatre by accusing them of cowardice when they shot

away their ammunition so quickly that they had to be relicved

145 There is no

at critical moments prior to infantry attacks.
way of knowipg whether the ammunition shortage in this case
was semi-deliberate or purely coincidental, but the fact remains
that the battery would have been very useful on the main line
between 2:00 and 4:00 P.M. and would certainly prevented the
rebel batteries from moving within 800 yards of the Federal line
and inflicting some of the casualties which Simonson's battery
suffered.

While Loomis' Battery did nothing which merited outstanding
laurels at Perryville, it met the test of large scale combat
and did quite well. When Captain Loomis finally got his commis-
sion as a Colonel (nc;s of the promotion arrived on December 19,
1862), it was backdated to October 8, 1862, and no doubt was in-
tended as a reward for his part in the battle.

After the battle at Perryville, changes in the battcry's
lcadership occurred. On October thirty-first, Lieutenant Chandler

147

was reported as absent without leave. His status rcmained

A.W.0.L. until he was .dropped from the morning report on Novem-
ber twenty-first. On that date he apparently resigned for rcasons

. . . 148
of "disability," at lcast the record recad that way. 4b Chandler
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was the twenty ycar old son of the mayor of Coldwater and over
the past year and a half, had incurred frequent criticism, at
least from those battery members who were "correspondents' to
the Detroit newspapers. Lieutenant Roland Root, a forty-five
year old pioncer of the Coldwater arca, had often been carricd
on the rolls of the battery as "sick," particularly since thac
rapid retrcat from Huntsville. Following the battle at Perry-
ville, Root was carried on the sick list until November scventh

149 However, on November

when he was reported back for duty.
twenty—fhird} Lieutenant Root resigned for the reasouns of "dis-
ability."150

Following the battle of Perryville, Loomis was rarely with

the battery.151 Lieutenant George W. Van Pelt became the officer

in charge,152

which meant that the entire officer cadre which had
been elected back in Detroit was now gone and that their places
were taken by men who had been appointed from the ranks. Tor
the most part this was to constitute an improvement for a whilc,
To fill the vacancies, Almerick W. Wilbur and August H. Bachmann
. 153 .
werc elevated to the rank of Second Lieutenant. During the
Murfreesburo campaign which was soon to follow, the battery was
to render distinguished service under its new leadership.
On December 26, 1862, the battery left Nashville with Rousscau's
C. : 154 o, s G 5
division on the march toward Murfrcesburo. Since this division
wias kept in the rear of the column, it bivouacked ncar the
Nashville Pike after most of the Union troops had been deployed.
When the crushing attack on the Federal right began on
the morning of December thirty-first, Rousseau's infantry were

initially posted in the extremely dense cedar thicket, and tiae
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artillery (Loomis' and Guenther's Battery I, Fifth U.S. Artillery)
were placed in an opening about 500 yards behind the infantry.156
When it became apparent that McCook's troops were being driven
back, Rousscau gave his infantry orders to fall back and line up
with the batteries. This was done in good order. When the Con-
federates began to charge across the quarter mile of open ground,
the batteries opencd with double cannister. .They were well sup-
ported by infantry, and in all, four very deterﬁjncd charges were
beat back with extremely heavy losses for the Confodcrutes.157

Accord@ng to a newspaper report, at the end of the action a small party
of fifteen rébels were captured along with a flag, and General Rousseau
declared that the flag should have gone to the artillern which
was most responsible for the capture.158 In his own report
Rousseau only commented that an advance was ordered after the
"last Confederate charge and that his staff and orderlies cap-
tured seventeen prisoners within 130 yards of the ba’cteries.]59
The Second Ohio Infantry, located next to Guenther's.battery,
reported the capture of thirty prisoners and a flag belonging to
the Thirteenth Arkansas Volunteer Infantry. Major A. G. McCook
of the Second Ohio gétg credit to the batteries for making the

160 Regardless of who got or kept the trophies,

capturc possible.
the artillery performance was as good as any of the war, under
similar circumstances.

The stubborn Union defcnse along the Nashville Pike was
the most dramatic event of the battle on December thirty-first.
In the report of General L. E. Polk, commander of the Confederates

First Brigade, a comment was made indicating that the artillery

and infantry ncar the Nashville Pike and the railroad had produccd

havoc in his ranks and accounted for the hcaviest losses of
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the day.lﬁl The Confederate infantry was not the only branch
to suffer from superior artillery performance that day. Licuten-

ant Thomas J. Key, commanding the Helcna Battery (C.S.A.), re-

ported:162

The fifth position was in the field west of the cnemy's con-
centrated artillery, where we fought them until we had exhaustced
our ammunition, losing in this cngagement one of our bravest and
most cxpert No. 1 cannoncers. The enemy turned a triple number
of pieces upon us, and the missiles of death fell among us sing-
ing, whizzing, bursting, and crashing through the trees, as if
Mount Vesuvius had at one instant poured all its pent-up furics
into our midst. Our escape from beneath those powerful guns was
fortunate, if not miraculous.

"The sixth and last action was near that same intertwined and

matted grove of cedars. Here the contest was also unequal. It was

in this engagcment that Lieutenant Fitzpatrick lost his left hand

by a canister, and a cannoneer's head was shot off, and a number

of horses wecre killed, and one howitzer slightly damaged. Finding

that we could not move the enemy from his strong position, and

that smooth-bore guns could not cope with Parrott and rifled guns,

we withdrew from the contest.
Again, it is unfortunate that no official battle report from
Loomis' Battery at Stone's River, or Murfreesburo, has been
found. Even though the newspaper account does not mention
extensive counterbattery fire in the ‘late afternoon of December
thirty-first, the writer is inclined to think that some of the

damage to the Helena Battery may have come from Loomis' guns

since not many of the Union batteries on the far right were

163

-

armed with Parrotts.
Although January first was relatively quiet, the cor-

respondent to the Detroit Advertiser-Tribune reported an action

in which the battery was called up from a rest position to silence
a rebel battery which was annoying the Seventy-ninth Pennsylvania
Infantry. According to the newspaper report, the rebels were
silenced very quickly.164 The official records do not mention

this action although they do indicate that Loomis' Bdttcry had
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been sent a half mile to the rcur,165 on that date.

On January sccond, Loomis' men returncd to the line and
took up positions in ficld fortifications which had been prepared.
Intermittent fire was cxchanged during the day, but the battery
remained in position and was not called to-takc part in the
masscd battery on the left wherce Breckinridge's latec aftcrnoon
attack was destroyed by a fifty-seven gun concentration of Union
artillery.

Late in the afternoon of January third, General Rousscau
obtainced permission for a limited objective advance to remove
the encny Erém woods to the left front of the linc. A coordinatcd
assault began with six rounds per gun from Loomis' and Guenther's
batterics. These were fired at twilight, as rapidly as possible.

The Third Ohio Infantry and the Eighty-eighth Indiana Infant

=)

y
advanced quickly under the cover of the barrage which lifted as
the attackers hit the Confederate line.!®0 Stiff resistance
occurred, and Confederate rcinforcements werce rushed up, but
accurate firc from Loomis' guns prevented them from entering the
fight until the Third Ohio sccured the woods and captured about

Tl
167 The fight was quite hot, and eventually

thirty prisoners.
the Federal infantry pulled back due to ammunition shortages.
The Stone's River battle was the most costly cngagement
for Loomis' battery to that time. Although only one man was
reported killed in action, eleven others were scriously injured.l68
Of the latter, onc was a corporal who was struck by picces of an
incoming shell wﬁjch hit the muzzle of the gun he was aiming and

169

broke up without bursting. Another man, a Number One crewman,

lost both hands when he was ramming a charge, and the gun firced
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170
prematurcly, duc to allcdged carelessness of another crewmembecr.

Both of these injured men soon dicd.

The performance at Stone's River would probably rank as
the highpoint in the history of Loomis' Battery. In that cngage-
ment, it frequently broke up close attacks, it retarded formation
of cnemy attacks, it effectively suppressed opposition artillery,
and it provided close support to attacking infantry. In other
words, its performance was almost textbook perfect. The battery's

lcadership was excellent. Colonel Loomis was not in direct com-

mand, but achieved praise for his conduct as a chief of artillery.1

lLicutcnants Van Pelt and Hale were highly praised by Brigade
Commander Colonel John Beatty, General Rousseau, and others.172
Following the action at Stone's River, the battery spent
several months of deserved inactivity. During this timg Colonel
Loomis and Lieutenant Hale made another of their frequent trips

173 Lieutenant Van

to Michigan for the purpose of recruiting.
Pelt began taking a number of measures which vastly improved the
morale of the unit. Although sutler's prices for edibles re-
mained exorbitant, with butter and cheese costing fifty cents
a pound and eggs fiveAéents each, Van Pelt made arrangements for

the boys to get whatever they wanted on his account.174

Paydays
became more frequent, and with each one came a stern warning that
misconduct resulting from drinking, whether on the part of

officers or enlisted men, would not go unpunished.175

A company
fund was established whereby surplus rations were commuted
into money, which was gontrolled by an elected treasurer, Sergecant

August Bachmann, who accepted the job after Van Pelt refused the

honor. The fund was used to purchasce comforts for the battery

71



