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CHAPTER XXV.

On the morning of the 27th, every thirl:g ;El[lgti ;:
i iviai d out, taking the direc
diness, the division move :
:?H:Jiins:rille, which is nine miles from camp. The dai
was not so pleasant as was desirable, but l‘.hfz mer:l Wat‘d
willing to march, and did not mind the rain and mu
untered. : >
tnll.);a::mﬂulunai Frederick started out with tho mf%h
ment in the morning, but having ‘imm;etltl}i,l ::mhllznjur
d returned to Nashville.
back to an ambulance an ot
i leave of absence, and Cap
Winters was at home, on le : g
i the regiment, was o
Hale, the ranking Captain in g
fore, fell to the lot o p
t. The command, therefore, ‘ t .
:i?n Paine, of company B. Captain Paine waatada!;ﬁ:;
disciplinarian, and commanded one uzft' thl:.!t I:!nansr ri i
companies in the regiment. His strict discip mnd nfn
eculiar way of punishing his men, had procure ;{r
: Eim the name of “Buck and Gag.” Dufptmn Jamnsth -
Btookey, being the next ranking Captain assumed ]g
ition of Major. By this nrrnngemfmt, company
P'::! left to the command of First Lmutennut: J. R.
'}rnhnaun, and company E, to the command of Lmuten-_
ant Goodin. : : ;
Soon after leaving camp, the Fifty-Ninth was aentﬂ;I:
advance as skirmishers. They ac;lou cntr :;::s;mr
Sl A :
1 pickets and began skirmishing.
rl;;nlfth];:udmnced, the ;abcls in front of them fell back

i it seems they intended
to the town of Nolensville, where it se o y
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to more severely contest the ground. Here they had a
battery planted, and threw: several shells at our men
before they could get one in position to reply. As oo,
however, as a shot or two was fired from a twelve
pounder, placed in range, the rebels withdrew ou double
quick, and the Fift_r-N%‘:th took possession of the town,
As the regiment was advancing across an opeu com-
mon, between the woods and town, a volley was fired
at one of the companies from the windows of a large
frame house, in front of them, without doing any in-
Jury. Colonel Pease, of General Davig’ staff, saw the
shooting, and being close to one' of our guus, ordered
the cannoneer to plant a shell into the house. This
gun had been instrumental in silencing the rebel bat-
tery, and was within good range of the honse, The
first shell exploded within one of the upper rooms, do-
ing wonderful exceution among the furniture and tear.
ing the plastering and casing into a thousand frag-
meuts. This brought the rebs to light, and a volley
from the company sent them howling to the woods,
The second shell passed through the hen house, sent-
tering chickens and feathers in all directions, and con-
tinuing on its course, burst in the rear of the fleeing
rebels. The town was now in possession of the Fifty-
Niuth, but to the right heavy skirmishing continued,
and the regiment passed on in that direction, Heavy
ekirmishing continued until the enemy were driven to
the opposite side of “Big Gap,” about four miles south
of Noleusville. Darkness now prevented any further
pursuit, and the army went into bivouse, The loss inl
the division was light, the Fifty-Ninth not having a
man hurt. Several of the enemy were killed and a fow
taken prisoners,

Colonel Pease, while setting on his horse, directing
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by a body guard of one company of cavalry. Next fol-
lowed Colonel P. Sidney Post, commanding brigade,
with his staff, and then the four regiments of his brig-
ade, closely followed by a six gun battery. Then fol-
Jowed the other brigades in the same order. While the
column was passing, General McCook and staff came
dashing by in magnificent style. They came, they were
geen, and they were gone. General McCook is a good
commander, but like most of his rank, he prides him-
gelf on being General McCook. While looking at this
well appointed corps, the heart swelled with emotions
of pride, to think that there were so many noble-
hearted men willing and eager to meet in deadly con-
test the enemy who were attempting to destroy their
country.
The 29th and 80th were spent in reconnoitering and
skirmishing with the enemy, Geueral Davig’ Division
terminating its movements by getting into position
Tuesday evening, on the left of McCook's command,
near Wilkerson’s Creek. The Fitty-Ninth Illinois
Regiment occupied the left of Colonel P. Sidney Post’s
brigade, and the extreme left of the right wing of the
army. The enemy had fullen back to their chosen
position, about two miles from Murfreesboro’, and the
Fifty-Ninth Illinois lay on the ground all Tuesday
night, within five hundred yards of their line of battle
The night was quite cold, and the ground saturated
with water. Without blunkets or fires, the men shiv-
ered through the night. Company @&, commanded by
Captain Starkey, was stationed to the right of the regi-
ment, and somewhat in advance, as picket-guard. This
continued the position of the regiment until the rebels
made the attack, Wednesday morning.

Generanl Rosceranz marched from Nashville, with
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forty-five thousand
. ( men, and one hundred
Elt::;aa ;f artillery, and skirmished all the wu:rmtiu t:;'}
n? Te :Id, the enemy resisting bitterly. The whula
ot ;ms Ay was spent in reconnoitering. The ene ;
Etﬁnaﬂ:l[l{l;:leﬁtl'ln_ug’;f izated, with artillery, in a hendrg
r, hia < ing i
vl iy i auks resting on the west side of Mur-
The center also had
: the advantage of hi
1 1igh
Eltl} adm!sra growth of cedar masking them -::cg:m g];mt:nd
: ;1:} position guve them the advantage of o nrla;ait;b.
éﬂkerc;uﬂ-:;:lcﬂcsnoga Corps closed in their left ::],
: reek. Negley, of Thomas’ Corps, w
5 3 H r
Eitlt _gm:t l.']lﬂ..'iﬂ‘uft}', to the front of the re};Z,IWﬂrkﬂd,
Cuuaaeuu 3 Division was in reserve Critlemlll::n
lJl'fla was posted on the comparatively clear s
on the left, Palmer's and Van Cleve’s Iy _‘g'l'ﬂﬂl:_ld
fmAnt,hm tlhu woods, and held in reserve i
attle was expected all da ,
ex y Tuesd
E?ME'? Lne{-aly skirmished and threw a fef-:::jhel;;]t -
Et\: ich killed Orderly McDonald, of the Fourtl, I;, ited
. l;t :a f(fenmlrf. not ten feet from General Rose e
},{,:E; u;:; ! rr;luuukthn Anderson Pennsylvania Uaval:;rm;z.
A flanle, was drawn into an i
; amb i
tw{n} iiudura (:R_usangurten and Ward) ﬁu:: f;:f:]‘:dﬂﬂﬂ i
thutl ldtendfan A Uf}rpa lost four killed and two w::-;znd
> ay, ncluding Adjutant Elliott, of the Fifty-8 y
enth Indiana, severely wounded, MeCook’s inr_bﬂ-
88 Was

bout
about fifty. The same day the rebel cavalry made a

dash on our
ear, at Lavergne, b
» burned a few w
agons,

and captared thirt i
| y-five prisoners, That nj isposi
:;1{1; “;arukmaildu to attack the enemy in :;Eh;il:lfﬂﬂl'
r dark the encmy were re i
: ported massi
MecCook, obviously to strike our right wing ]‘I]].‘iiaug: ﬂ
. =

responded with the wishes
g of General Rosecranz, who
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to hold him in check stub-
Etr?;mjhg:llzr:iaﬁcﬁf:: should be thrown into Muar-
roly, !
s bﬁt;ﬂ:ft;l;?:ﬁﬂr of December, everything
-+ dafhmnrkriug well. Battle had opened - m':rr
lpp@rﬁﬂWOHT left wing was on hand at seven © ulueh:
“gbft’ = uuulia indicated that the fire was alfnpronc 4
f)mmﬂu?hm' ht. Aides were dispatched for 1.|1I'unrri|.th
::?f::.:dib?:id .thu forests full of ﬂﬁi ﬁ::lg;::j:min“
§ : . g
per atrnggﬁugi;?;dw;.:::g;p:“ of McCook's pides
g ha;ktmaﬂua;al TRosecrant that Geu?ri.al';iohnac];z
ﬂﬂn‘-”“ﬂﬂﬂ‘u Dd the three batteries of his dwlsmudt,c:;hat
i P*:":“b < a sudden attack of the enemy, a0 :
iaﬁztu;:ct h:ﬂ gomewhat deracmliiag. :ihi ::o:gm(;ur e
neral Bill,
- Y krﬂ?:ih'g:;?a: Kirk severely Lwaunflig;
i Waﬁl Willich killed or missing, besides © s
. GBM:&E ors. (Qeneral Rosecrans gent word, pr -
?ﬂu?;::;nlchh;ﬂook to hold the front, and he wou
ing

il -

i : with his Staff, to order
to the front of Crittenden’s left, B

ed
i t]e. when the enemy Opeu ,
o n:i:;ttw:: aanddles of the eacort. “'h:n Iﬁlia:,‘i :
NJ‘d_ ?mem gent to the right, Colonel Beatty uﬂm fight
?}“:‘“1::: The fire continned t.n uppmaah u:mr e
m. = larming rapidity, extending to :c.ha oo ;he e
s :1:1“ that the right was doubhngk :p;lnmmplem
Phe g to mMa
had mmpe.'lle.d_ u e
T':E '3: E:;F{ront on that wing, and were pressing
chang
i { d into
ﬂelgar- ral Rosecran, with ap'li:m]td ?‘armg,t{i?:l:: b
s i the lines, &
t his Stuff along ‘ h
th? ﬂﬂez;:;:grwnrd, gome six batteried opened, ap
ty's br
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sustained a magnificent fire. Directly a tremendous
shout was raised along the whole line. The enemy
began to fall back rapidly. The General himself urged
the troops forward. The rebels, thordughly punished,
were driven back fully & mile. The same splendid
bravery was displayed in the center, and the whole line
advanced. Meantime the enemy made formidable de-
monstrations on our left, while they prepared for
another onslaught on our right. Meantime orders had
been issued to move our left upon the enemy. Before
they had time to execute it, they burst upon our center
with awful fury, and it began to break,

Rousseau’s Divisions were carried into the breach
magnificently by their glorious leader, and the enemy
again retreated hastily into the dense cedar thickets.
Apgain they essayed our right, and again were driven
back. This time the number of our stragglers was
formidable, and the prospect was discouraging, but
there was no panie. The General, confident of sue-
cess, continued to visit every part of the field, and, with
the aid of Thomas, McCook, Crittenden Roussean,
Negley and Wood, the tide of battle was again turned.

Early in the day we were seriously embarrassed by
the enterprise of rebel cavalry, who made some serious
dashes upon some of McCook's ammunition and sub-
sistence trains, capturing a number of wagons, and ar-
tillery ammunition was alarmingly scarce. At one time
it was announced that not a single wagon-load of it
could be found. Some of our batteries were quiet, on
that account. This misfortune was caused by the cap-
ture of McCook’a trains. About two o’clock the battle
had ehifted again, from right to left, the rebels discov-
ermg the impossibility of succeeding in their main de-
sign, and suddenly massed his forces on the left, cross-
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ing the river, or moving under hii?rh blaffs, fr-:?:u :;i:
right, and for about two hcrura_the irght‘r?geg wi ul,,my
remitting fury. The advnnr.:{gur was with tﬂe @ A
for o considernide length of I.mlm, whien I:fsrr e
checked by our murderous lh'uf ol Liesths muu.uﬁ‘ :; s
rtillery. The scene at this point was magnifice
:errible. The whole battle was iu full view, the enemy
deploying right and left, .ig.ringiug ;E :I:éwm l:;:;;;r.::lii :;1:[
vomiting smo .
!Ezu:ti];:;;o::f:l‘?:ry, and fur gallant i‘ell-:.}wa m_nirmg
w the Tront with andinening SnArage. or 1.-:-~.rt1_- flaz ngmnl
thelr Taces 1o escaje Tl Tebe. WIv LLLL Tue '[Lu]'nn‘;.l:I;
for action. There was not a place on the field that di

i - 1dea of the manner of hot
ive men a satisfactory ldea of 1 _ .
‘t]il':: g:-;:i-;l :hnt, ghell and minnie balls, which mtt,l:!d
, i i himself was incessantly
d like hail. Rosecranz ‘ .
m:;erl——it. is wonderful that he escaped. His {{Jih:-:a.f
H;PSmE (noble Lieutenant-Colonel Guresche) ha a;
].;ead taken off by a round shot, and tl{e blood spattere
the General and some of the Staff. Lleuten?l;,:: Ly 1'111;11;
j i i lifted clear out of his sa
Kirk, just behind him, was Ll i
i ttered his left arm. ree
by & bullet, which sha sl e
3 tichinond, of the
i d the gallant Sergeant I nd,
%ﬂ;tzz Stateagnéavnlry, were killed wu;thm a few feet of
hil:n and five or six horses in the staff and escort were
e ]

struck.

Between four and five o’clock the enemy, apparently
exhausted by his rapid and in{:esaanl:dmsault,‘ ::Icmlc ualr]u;
i i i bundant artillery,

asition not assailable without a
fhe fire on both sides slackened, and finully ceased at

dark, the battle having raged eleven hours.
3

The loss of life on our side is eonsiderable. T?m ﬁ]:h:
is comparatively limited. The whole casualty list tha
day, excluding captures, did not exceed, perhaps, one

¥
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thousand and five hundred, of whom not more than
one-fourth were killed, This 18 attributed to the eare
taken to make our men lic down,
must have boon mora RISV ETFL,

Wo tourn such noble souls s
August Willich, Colonel G
likin, First Ohio Caval ry:
Ohio; Colonel McKee, T

Tho enemy’s loss
Bt wioomng our ltemman
Geueral Bill, General
aresche, Colonel Minor Mil-
Colonel Hawkins, Thirteenth

bird Kentucky; Colonel Gor-
man, Fifteenth Eentucky; Colonel Kell, Second Ohio;

Lieatenant-Colonel Shevherd, Eighteenth Regulars;

Major Carpentar, Sineresnth Reeniars: Clammmn B
oL, Fra O batiery, sug v twy Liemensute, snd
many more,

‘When the battle clozed the enemy occupied gronnd
which was ours in the morning, and the advantage
theirs. Their object in attacking was to cut us off from
Nashville; they almost succeeded. They had played
their old game. If McCook’s corps had held more
firmly against Hardeo’s corps and Cheatham’s, when he
fought, Rosecranz’s plan of battle would have sue-
ceeded. At dark they had a heavy force on our right,
leading to the belief that they intended to pursue.
Their cavalry, meantime, was excessively troublesome,
cutting deeply into our train behind us, and we had not
cavalry enongh to protect ourselves, The Fourth Reg-
ulars made one splendid dash at them, capturing Bixty-
seven and releasing five hundred prisoners they had

taken from us. The enemy took a large number.

“ General Rosecranz determined to begin the attack
this morning and opened furiously with out left at
dawn. The enemy, however, would not retire from
our right, and the battle worked that way. At eleven
o'clock matters were not flattering on either side. At
twelve o'clock our artillery, new supplies of ammuni-
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tion having arrived, was massed, and a terrible fire
opened. The enemy began to give WAy, General
Thomas pressing on their center, and Crittenden ad-
vancing on their left. The battle was more severe at
that hour than it had been, and the result was yet
doubtful. Both gides were uneasy, but determined.
General Rosecranz feels its importance fully. If he is
defeated it will -be badly, because he will fight as long
a8 ho has a brigade. If he is victorious, the enemy
will be destroyed. At this hour we are apprebensive.
Some of our troops behaved badly, but most of them
were heroes. The enemy seem to number as many as
we, and perhaps more. General Joe Johnson and‘{}eu-
eral Braxton Bragg are in command.” Thus writes a
correspondent of the Cincinnati Commercial.

When the enemy surprised General Johnson, the
Fifty-Ninth Illinois was under arms gnd ready for th.ﬁ
conflict. 11ad the attack been made on General Davis
instead of Johnson the ground would have been held
and the inglorious stampede of the right wing pre-
vented. The attack was made at the only point in the
Union lines where the rebels would not have met with
a warm reception. Some of the boys were captured
while at the Springs after water; some at their fires
while cooking, and some of the artillery-men were sur-
prised while watering their horses. ,

The attack was manfully resisted in front of the Fifty-
Ninth Illinois until Johnson’s Division had doubled
back in confusion on Davis, and the enemy was forcing
Davis’ right 8o as to threaten the rear of Post’s Brig-
ade, when Colonel Post ordered a retreat. Reluctantly
and in good order the regiment moved bacl, oceasion-

ally throwing a volley into the ranks of the pursuing
enemy, which held them in check until General Rous-
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seau’s command came to the rescue. Oun its retreat it
passed the point where our brigade battery had been in
position. One gun of the battery had been left behind
etill in position, for the want of horses to pull it off the
field, some of these having been killed. The men, by
permission, left the ranks and soon run it out of danger
of falling into the hands of the enemy. As soon as
reinforcements arrived the Fifty-Ninth ceased its retreat
and advanced again upon the enemy. They were driven
back and the regiment went into bivouac north of the
Murfreeshore’ and Nashville Pike. Of all the regiments
belonging to Johnson or Davis’ divisions the Fifl ty-Ninth
came off the field with the most men and in the best
order,

James A. Howser, Company F, Sergeant John J.
Hatham and Andrew J. Watts, Company D, James H.
Sheets, Company C, Patrick Reynolds, Company H, Jas.
R. Dennis, Company B, Bergeant Alfred B. Barber and
Corporal Reuben Cummins, Company @&, and Thos. I
Hopper, Company A, were left on the field killed.
Jefferson Blusser and James Slusser wera left on the
field wounded, and fell into the hands of the rebels.
They were taken to Murfreesboro’, and kept there until
retaken by our forces on the evacuation of the town.

On the 1st day of January, 1868, the regiment ad-
vanced to Stone River to within two miles of Murfrees-
boro’, and General Davis being ordered to charge across
and dislodge some of the enemy who were on the oppo-
site side, the Fifty-Ninth waded the stream on double-
quick, charged up the bank and took possession of the
ground, the rebels retreating before their glittering
bayonets without resistance. Here they lay under fire,
and returning shot for shot until after dark, when they
silently withdrew, crossing back to their old position.
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The battle continuing through the 2d and 3d days of
January; the regiment was constantly kept under
arms, frequently changing position so as to always be
in front of the enemy.

During the stampede on Wednesday the rebel cavalry
broke through our lines and made a dash on the train,
The hospital wagon of the Fifty-Ninth Regiment was
halted by one of the Texan Rangers, and the driver was
ordered to drive his team off in an opposite direction.
“Certainly, certainly,” said the driver, butin the mean-
time made his calculations, and sprang from the wagon
on the other side. Bome fleeing soldier had thrown
away his loaded musket; this fortunately was seen by
Foster—the driver’s name was Albert Foster—who
picked it up. Passing rapidly to the rear and around
his wagon he shot the rebel from his horse, mounted it
and joined our cavalry, which was now charging back
on the greazy scoundrels, and assisted in driving them to
the woods. After chasing them until pursuit was useleas
hereturned to his team with his spoils of victory. The
horse was a valuable one, and was well equipped with
a good saddle and bridle, a pair of pistols in the hol-
sters, ‘and saddle-bags containing some clothing and
corn bread. A few more such heroic drivers would
gave many a government wagon from the torch of the
guerrilla.

The rebels retreated from Murfreesboro’ on the night
of the 3d, and on the 4th General Rosceranz estab-
lished his headquarters there. The army moved on
through town and went into camp two or three miles
below. The trains were soon ordered up with tents
and all necessary camp equipage, and in a few days the
troops were comfortably resting from the excessive toil
and exposure of the last two weels’ campaign. Eight

-
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days constant ex i
posure without rest or gleep } i
:Ihu musele and nerve of the brave men of tl!;-:a :fn: m:d
13 extent, almost, of endurance, Nobly had tJl;eD
:1;'3 zifjfth:a lulzrdships} and now they are entitled to aljl'
orts that is possible to be id
driven the rebels fiq i ek
m their comfortuble wiy
; ; 1ter -
:::;1 ?:a;:{urfl i-es]i.:m-u » and had made the p»r-:-:;pm:t‘;.;':.:j'tr a
1on of the war much more flattep;
Wi e, 1 attering than when
P at Nashville, and ] ¥ i
- o : : : Lthey were satis-
ed. Their hardships were soop forgotten, and i'uma.

very few days they w
Y would h illi
bos i A ave been willing to have





