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Chatanooga Sept. 27/638

Dear Mother,

Having an opportunity of sending & few lines by
HeCook, privete-mail, thought I would scribble a few lines
thet you might be assured of my safety. We have commenced
& terrible battle., Last Sunday's fight was unequaled even
by any day's fight of Stone River. The Major's Horse was
shot under him and he again escaping. The Major rode my
horse after his was injured and I took his from the field
but was obliged to leave him before going far. I however
saved the Saddle & sccoutrements. Our Regt. loss is 77
killed, wounded & missing. It is the general opinion that
the rebel loss i1s greater than ours, and although they
drove us, they did not attain their object, vis., Chatanooga.
Ve are fortifying here & making preparations for a renewal
of the fight.

Clifton boys in this regt. are s3ll right & in
good spirits.

Yours in haste,
Charlie

P.S. Lyman-will



Head Quarters 88th Ills. Vols.

Chattanoog Qet. 25, 63

Leer Zro. &rthur,

Your interesting letter csed Iin one from

evl@otec answering your several letters received lately.

I thought 1t too bad to delsy longer. You must not think
ﬁnat vou have been forgotten, or that the letters of the
older members of the family are of more interest to me is
the reason thereof - for 1n numerous instances your letters
contained much intﬂresting matter that the other famlly
correspondents deemed unworthy of notice. No, Arthur,

your letters are alweys welcome and I guess are generally
guite promptly answered, but our condition of lzte hazs been
such that but little time could be devoted to letter writing,
conseguently guite = ””g@ number of letters as yet unsan-

¥

swered occupy places in my Portfolio. I shall however endeavor
to answer a large portion of them this afternoon, as I shall
rzjb bly tazke znother trip across the mountains in s few
deys. DBut I presume you are anxlious to hesr something rels-
tive to our present position. We, that 1s our Corps, having
been consolidated with that of Crittenden (now relieved),
moved from our position on the extreme right several days
since, took our new position, our regt. is on the left of
Fort Negley behind solid works of earth and timber: Miller's
Sattery "M" 1st Ills, Artill'y polint threatingly froam the
casemetes toward the Rebel »adns, viich are plainly visible
a wort distance in our front. Mornings as well as evenings
we can distinctly hear their Bugles - and thelr bands, which
o*ton entertzin us with varlous "masrtial airs™ a la Secesh.
Nothing save the occasionzl booming of one or more of our
neavy guns in the various Forts of osurs, bresk the prevail-
ing gulet of our military life, ve also the Pickets, who
sometimes discharge a shot at one a Last eve s
ususl we fired two or thr shots f guns on the
left, the shell bursting on each occssion in one of the
eﬂ@mi@s camps. Thney did not respond, tho! our shots evi-
ok v some mischief. DBridge's Batterv, in which
Lyman | is a Lieut., 1s stationed but & few yards from
our Ha4 rters, in Fort Negl:v e &s well zs Sheldon
are bo sent in I le, f ooner ziter the
pattle ldon ® ourse awazre is
absent ound derstand are not
very g tur: ny soclal
hours vhich will
undoub
his
>ur ls Co
sad mo fr
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®
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%ﬂ%ﬁfd was received yesterday morning, and 8% you stated, I h



Our Regt. Head Quarters are at present in a house
consisting of three very large rooms on the lower floor.
One 1s occupiled by the Major now in ﬂgm@«nﬁ, one by the
Adjt., Doctor, Sergt. Major and myself, & the remaining
one 1s used as Kitchen & Commissary - much o thf satis-
faction of the cook. The family who until lately osceu-
plied the sbode left an excellent Cooking Stove. The two

L
front rooms are nicely plastered & each have large Tire
places. I have & Bunk in one corner of the Ad} **5 K- and
with three blankets over me with the soft side of a2 pine
board for z mattress sleep like & Xing. I hardly think a
hair mattress would be endurable now, I have become so used
to & soldier's couch. Now, Arthur, ss my sheet is full
vou will have to excuse me for this time. W®ith much love
to 8ll, I ever remain

Yr Affect bro.

Charlie

P.S. Excuse 8ll mistakes as I am constantly interrupted.



Head GQuarters 88th Ills. Vols.
Chettanoogs Nov. 5, 1863
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Dear Bro,., Arthur,

Your resl interesti letter vas reccived vester-
ay, and as I start tomorrow the mountains thought
would occupy the larger portion of to dey in enswering
etters. Have just finished a long letter of two sheets
to Lissie, which I hope she will receive in due season. It
[}
3

ems thst she has falled to receive my last, which accounts
r her disappointment.

HJ w oot !""‘ 4 ’.»'l‘

Communic
weter tho'! the rebs
Steszmers are now con
ing rations for our

1f

n is now open with Bridgeport by
tAEL Yolx the summit of Mt. Lookout.
ently plying up & down river, bring-

my, ¥hich hes been subsisting upon

one-auarter znd he lations for sometime. Hooker i1s blazing
sway et Lookout from one side and Gen. Thomas from this,
and I surmise ﬁhat the climste will soon become to warm for

secegsia on its heights.

Grezt indignation is felt throughout this dpt.
on account of the remcovcl of Rosecrans, and the author of
thet raft of lies published in the Chicago Tribune should
be strung up by his heels for uttering such base slanders -
Hosecrans deserves great prsise and no censure for the man-
ner in which he handled his troops throughout this campsaign,
during the engagement of Baturday & Sundsay, instead of
belng in Chattanooga saying his Pater Noster he was upon
the field of Cbickamauga exposing himself a hundred times
while encourageing his men and directing the coursse of
battle. I was unon the field during the entire engesgement
and can vouch for 01d Rosev's oresence. He came up to
where our regt., was in positior on Sundsy aznd geve direc-
tions to our Battery, in perscn. He inspected our lines
znd I1n person he rallied our boys when through McCook's

incepaclty the rebs repulsed us after we had been driving
them for sometime, they numbering more than two or our one.
McCook and Crittenden should bear the censure znd all
praise be given to Old Rosey snd Thomas. How well our army
Tell back upon Chsattanocoga, thus securing our ond desired

—~ the congentrating of our

Any one engaged czon tell,
ve were guided by a master }

and it was

Rosecrans. WBhere was the suthor of e
*ﬁ@ battle? probably > xith me
a;n& dsnger and alm hes g of

wlith fear. Think you he could remsin
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McCook has never possessed the confidence of his command
but instead their dislike and lack of confidence in his
ability.

Gen. Sheridan, our Division Commander, =zg=ain
sroved himself = hero and won agein the admiration of his
entire command. Johnson, who done so poorly on Stone River
Field, fully redeemed his good nzme on that of Chickamauga.

1

6

Davis as usual displayed his Bull Dog tenseity, while Thom-
as's Div. Generals =211 showed themselves worthy of their
commands, The Hegulsasrs in this battle fought but poorly,
vhile the volunteers recped all the laurels.

Lyman ¥hite 1s in Nashville., I received a long
letter from him yesterday, in which he stated that Charlie
Sheldon had gone north on a furlough. His wound, tho!'! not
severe, combined with an =attack of ague, had well nigh
Inlayed him out,® but I think a visit home will tend to
recruit his exhazusted strength.

v

{Bal=znce of letter missing.)

(The following, bouad in
asfter the letter of Dec

13, 1863, i3 probably the

halance of this letter:)

Lymzn wrote that he expected z box from the north,
contalning a variety of Goodies, and invited me to call at
the Battery after his return and enjoy a genersl good time
with a2 feast included. He thought perhsps there would be
something for me &5 it would be shipped from Clifton. Hope
you have sent a copy of EBaton, as I intend improving the
winter evenings before me in study.

I understand thst you are prcgresszng finely st
school. You hesve never told me what branch eq vou stu¢ ed
and how far advanced you were in each. ®h you write
again you must tell me all sbout your s moml &c, which
will be very interesting to me. Presume you heve skating
in Illinois now, do you not? Should juﬂge it wss cbhout

time for Jack raﬁt to make his snnusl anpearance, from
all the vou told me of, Should judece that 2 severe
winter prospect. ®ith be mild

FE VR &

$ﬂ conpal Balny weather 1s generally substituted here
in room old in the norgA‘ r ay éﬁ:' should prefer
the latt I zm not at QLL tie ' rin; “'rﬁOHTS

end mud ds Presume uite a
pleasant el > rel ay zwnhile
and nov conclude
to do we hole.



cleanly dressed and wears a better loock than formerly.
Have not seen Prosper since leaving ﬁvrfreesbaia, his regt.
always being absent in the rear attending to Raiders %c.

I wish you would ascertain what Corps Jalke

1
¥ =™
is & member of, as two Corps of Grant's ﬁymv are in this
vicinity - also the Division and Brigade esnd their membe:

You will a2 supply of gin money for
winer's use when you have ui&QQ ed of your Bossy. 8hould
Judge that you had é@ herding quite a profitaeble business
during the summer. Was surprised to hear that pork was so

cheap. Howard wrote that a man near Middleport offered
quite a herd of Grunters for the enormous sum of $000,000,001.
should think it &z paying business and would reccommend

farmers who have plenty of corn to invest.

Suppose QACLQ &A?Shfil?S family are now residents
of Dubuque. Has Fath riven up 3ll ides of moving, or does
he “&Lll intend gdlmg? The corn crop is of but little acct
throughout the entire state, I presume. How many bushels
do you think will be gathered per acre? Tell Mother and
Carrie I will write them in a day or two or as soon as I
v@tar& from my proposed trip. I fé¥wrﬁ@% day before yesterday
from 2 jaunt to Pikeville, 50 or 60 miles distant across
the Mts. Had quite a tedious journey of seven days, the

eather and roads 'aing very bad., I have sent my horse to
Stevenson to recruit, so I am obliged ta ride studs, wany
of which are of the Gothic st 3,1@ (slightly) with quite
prominent p a3~ tions, and Back Bone. ﬂaﬂmanuaﬁing is the
order of the day generally tho' quiet has reigned to day
save the occasional booming of a gun.

i

1]

You must bear in mind, Arthur, that I am writing
this scrawl zt a 2.40 rate, was iﬁ’e“rﬂp ed once, and had
to go for an unexpected mail which took sometime to distribute.
I was not rewarded with =2 i&th@w to day, which is unaccount-
able. You must all write often.

With much love to e&ll, I ever reumain



Head Cuarters 88th Ills. Vols.
Chattanooga Hov. 17-186

2

Your interesting favor of the 8th inst. was re-
celved last eve upon my return from "Walden's Ridge,"™
where I have agaln been on a forsgeing expedition. ¥as
absent five days and enjoyed myself mucnlz in riding over
the country in search of niceties for the inner man. I
succeeded in finding an abundance of everything and having
a pack mule with me I managed to bring back quite a yvoung
cart load of various commodities. THL 1k some of msking
another trip next week in oompenf with one of the Brigsade
Post Maste Have engaged many Erticles of the citizens,

such as (aneu, onions, honey, &c, 80 wvou can imzgine

that we, that 1s, these Hd. {rs., manage to live. re-
ceived a Tew lines from Howard yesterday from Dubuque. He
seems to be enjoying himself finely, expected to enter
school the next morning. He d4iéd not state what school

he should attend, but I presume the same that Carrie did
while in D-. Hope he will pass a good exmmination and be
able to enter the High School. 3Believe he has been study-
ing lately, has he not?

-

We have not been naid yet, but the Pay Master

I rode over to Bridge attery the day before
White had not re-

from Nashvlille. Think I sh

zefs B
for &Mlﬁen'a Eiﬂge, bui Lieu
&
oon. The Battery has bee as

1 call again this
signed another position
e now in Fort %osd about 2 mile from our Regt. ¥is
vou would send me one or two pair of Drawers by Sheldon

O

Those you sent lsst winter are not worn entirely out t -
thet double seat or reinforcement that you put in is =&
great thing snd deserves & patent. Ridlng on horseback

gs much as I do is hard on unmentionsbles, T csn =ssure 7o
znd 1f you have anythling that vou think would bhe usefnl

to me you cazn send it =28 most eve ”Vu:ing in the way of
spparel 18 very scerce here z exhorbitent price. W#is
I could teke =z trip north and nase what I need. Think
I would be very apt to forget whzt I needed in my hurry

to see the folks unmindful of the ®Peaches,® but I =m well
aware that 2z Furlough in my state of heslth 1s preposterou

thinks he will be able to pay us tomorrow., The clothing
eccauq% for the vear is t0o be settled. I have drawn about
£40 worth more than the allowaznce, but the Company Books
have bﬂen lost so I shall be so uu“h ahead znd have nothing
charged to me., I am glad on that account that the books
were lost. I tnLﬂﬁ I shz1l1 purechase most of my clothing
hereafter znd draw my $50.00 allowance 1n cash. & grest
deal of the Govt. clothing now issued 18 very poor zand
lasts but 2z short time,
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to think of so will content myself z while longer as a
soldier. I enjoy soldiering in my position and were I
allowed a furlough occasionelly would willingly serve my
time in Uncle bfm‘b service, Have become zccustomed
the formality and strict discipline of military life,
am not now afraid of committing some helnous offence
h@ﬁl& wvith the ball and chain, &c. as I formerly w

m%iaﬁ I can go through the war without %££wg Bucked znd
Gugged or punished in &ny way, however strict a disci n-
arisn mecy be in command, ﬁgl Sherman iﬁ very severe Ll
vyet he has never had cause to reprimand me, if I do say it
myself.

Sherman 1s still in command of the Brigsde and
our new Lieut. Col. in command of the Regt. Capt. Smith,
at present acting Major, will soon receive his commission
as such, Major Chandler having been promoted. Both are

excellent men and efficient officers.

¥hat has changed Father's intentions? I th
that he had decided upon moving to Dubuque this fall.
Presume Uncle Marshsall's family have becamé guite nice
settled. Be rqu the Key City ﬁills, does he not? L
wrote thaet Elbridge was Eiﬁh?“ to enter ””~im 85 f
&sra or Eas%ﬂn, i 3@1&@ re. I had not heard r

t before so was somewhat surprised to learn the
anﬁ Tamily were alresdy at the East. His wife I
i3 the cause of the change.
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of itself was sufficlient to make a person pretty sore. I
heard that Chesuncy was talking of going to Nevada terri-
tory. W%hat in the world does he contemplate doing in that
region? Presume Mr. Lyon has guite & fine residence already
which will be gquite an acquisition to our little village.
SBuppose he intends to occupy his time in farming-experiment-

ing, &c &c.

There was considerable sharp fighting on our ex-
treme lef't serly this morning. Have not learned the ¢
or result. Everything is now culet, save the occasionsl
booming of a gun. Nothing of interest trauspiring. Hooker
nas had guite & battle six or seven miles from here. We
could distinctly hear the musketry and more plainly the war
of artillery. Tell Arthur I will answer his letter as
as possiple. With best love to Father, sunt Eliza, ar
hands, I ever Remain

Your Most Affect.
Hon

Chas. H. Eingman



Head Guarters 88th Ills. Vols.
hattenocoge. Nov, 27th 1863
Dear Mother,

Having a short momen%t to spare this eve I thought
I must occupy 1t in seribbling & few lines to wvou thsat
vou might know of my safety.

Missionary Ridge 1s ours, the 88th E]l:. Wes
among the very first to reach the summit of the ridge and
plant its benner in the rebel works, our loss however was
considerzble, as the entire brigade charged across an open
field and up the side of the ridge, which in =211 was 2 dis-
tance of not less than & mile and & h=1{, took three lines
of trenches and finally when we reached the summit captured
all of their Artillery and turnsd their iron guns upon
them with fearful effect as they retreated in utter dismey,
leaving ammunition, provender, oio+% ing %c, hesides many
soldiers and officers who fell in hands. Tis officiously
reported thzt in the charge the 1ls lost 15,000 men.
Couriers coming from the Cavalry ch 2 following up the
rebel rear, report that Stenley G of Cav,
csptured to day 9? pileces of Art 1 7000 nrisoners,
meking & total of about 100 plece: '11@*7 cnd 22,000
nrisoners,

But all this has not heen done without s fearful
loss &s the bloody fileld will show. Lt. Lane of Co. B,
this regt. & Lt. Bingham were killed. Czpt. Smith, Co. &,
Lt. Laurence, Co. F, Lt. Chester, Co. G, Adjt. Cole, Lt.
Litsworth, Co. E, were among the officers of the 88th
wounded. Our totsl loss in killed ané wounded 1s 54.
Clifton Boys of Co. B are agalin ¢ll spsred without & scratch,
to feel proud in after years thst they were In the charge
upon Mission Ridge. The Rebel horde sre perfectly demoral-
ized end hsve fled in great ranfnsi on, burning and tearing
up evervthing in thelr flight. f@ er leved o
thev will not stop this side of Rom £
w11l probably move tomorrow morn
you need not he Cwa“iqné to hear

f Pzrson Brownlo Qur forces
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ere this, has he not? Suppose he hss grown very much since
I left. Mr. Vsn I heave no doubt is as petriotic as ever,
end much as nesr & Copper Head zs he used to was. EHow 1s

Vanvkes! house progressing? Is he building on the site
selected before I ceame awey or in town? I should think
thet vou would heve enough to occupy out of school

g vou heve chores thet were mine when & Farmer
vou heve become guite & horseman by this

o

g;» QY. P 1‘ Lix

time., I : \fu heve hed the sleigli repeaired anc are
enjoving the fine sleighing I understand is so genersl
%Kro¢;hnuq Thc north. You ¥snks must hzve suftfered durilng
3+

colé snap, from letters Iecelved hy different members of
e Regt. 1 lc rn thot many lives have been lost on dif-
ferent rosds, Trains blocked nup &c. &c. BHome write that

the lete Snow btorm has never been equslled in Illinois.,

Yazl, if that's even so I'm right glad we'luns hiain't where
-ouins be, is Illinois hanywhere neer Chicago? True

- b4

Southerner.)

:»11 have to give you my interest in

the 8 ya’ have completely jumped into my
boots, suing the girls &c. Oh! dear,
there hut to give the whole suit., Presume
you us o vou not? I don't believe I
could  skates at present, it 1s so long
since one at all events, I should be afraid
to play c?; hwove vou for catcher for I fear it would
be but = few strokes before I would be catcher myself. I
declare my ink 1s so poor I heave & great mind to substitute
water in its nlacw, but I am so nesr the {inazls of this
welghty missive It1ll worry it through. You must give ny
love to PleV snd mlilie as well as the entire fawily and

a few of the pretty girls vou tske sleigh riding; and by
the way, vou must be good boys and obey Mother & Father
for I am bsd enougn Tor the entire ramily, and for all
practlical ourposes, now, you must not make fun of this
as tis so.

Hoping that vou will favor me often with your
interesting lelters, Ever Remain

Your Affect. Bro.

Ches., 4, Kingman



Head GQuarters 88th Ills. Vols.
London, Tenn. Feb. 10th, 1864

Dear Kother,

Yours of the lst inst. was received yesterday by

Stesmer Lookout from Chattanooga. I am not at present obliged
to travel between this point and C. in charge of mail and

hazve become gulite settled in I hope my destined winter home.

I have & wall tent for my Post Office, in which I have

built & Vire place, bunk, table, &c, but this arrangement

is merely temporery &as I am to have a2 log cabin built ss

soou &s the tralns can haul the logs. Then I propose to

enjoy & little ®s0lid o0ld comfort®™ this winter. Col. Chsandler
wi

Jo
11 go nome on the next boat to bring down Recruits. Had
our corps not been transferred to this Dept. of the Jhio I
should sccompany zccording to promise, but furloughs are not
at present granted in this Dept. I was going to take vou

oy surprise put m¥ a8 1t seems, my cake nas turned out to be
8+%x% dough and here I am with 2 splendid prospect of not
seeing home for sometime if not longer. Col. savs he will
call on Elbridge while in Chicago and relate evervthing
concerning me &nd several of my pranks, too. At least he
says he 11 tell him what a Scapegrace I nave becone &c.

I think it real provoking tnat my hopes are thus
to be vlested. I have been thinking so mucn of going North
and have felt sure that I would be able to, and just when
ready to start, to ascertain that I cannot go. Col. Sherman
applied for a leave of absence but it was not granted and
Col. Chandler would not be a2ble to go if it were not on
government cusiness. I believe I shall not try to obtain
s furlough sgain as T fear it would be useless. I czn offer
no g£00d resson unless a false one, but I would lie like fun

ught 1t would bring a furlough. I received a letter
zie terday % she says her last terxz will expire
> we Bhe seems to be enjoying herself very much
st néd at the Burraya‘s(?i. (Thls letter ts
e; 1t is almost blank paper in sppezrznce,
mach.) I should h: t nher money (balznce
expecting to ge a consecuently
in one thing a: ! DEYE me
& unreaéabie?. ¢ mzke 5
nrezdehble)... ing (in
cper rubbed con stacx -
ad £11 the wni e =n Sh-
& I have not
> being zt dsar: Ly
m here. I L

Cno mn tne
. o gurse Lne same
1 E . gagee
crartlt »ith put few go nything



else. I do not know how Schofield will ... this Dept. but
hope for the best. He caused much dissatisfaction in the
0. Dept. where good 01d Rosey has taken commaznd. Nothing
at the News Paper Weather Cocks can say avout him will
ssen our attachment for him. His old Army of the Cumber-
and still has confidence in him if the people of the North
ve notb.
You will undoubtedly perceive that av ink is of
est quality and my paper of the finest tissue. I com-
d my letter on the ... I discovered ay ... I have
good Comm'l Note. Am glad that you have received my
grapl Bhall expect one of yours ere long. I lost
ne rought with me in the Stone River Stampede. T
%rlte to Father tomorrow if I heve time znd send in
mzzil as this, and shall hope for an asnswer.
have been over to Brlgsde Hezd Querters this
morning was presented with & very heandsome little Mule
by the Wagon Xaster. Ie 1s as fat and sleek as can he.
11 use nhim instead of 2 horse.

I understand that the zll the Pzy Masters asre
in Chettsnooga agsein, contemplating paying us off
more. We shsll probably soon have the pleasure of
g thelr welcome faces in London. I shsll have con-
etle wrlting to do soon in the Adjt.'s Office working
ster Rolls &c. I recelived & 8. School Paper from
> Ferris & short time since while she snd MHr. Hildreth
Editor and Féitress. Think it very interesting.
But I must close &s {is sometime after Dinner Call
end my stomech says Dinner is ready, but I think with...
enjoying myself according to the...

¥ith much love to =1l...



necieved Mar 18 ‘64

Head Lusrters 88th Ills, Vols.
London, Tenn. HMarch 8th, 1864

Your interesting letter of the 28th Ultimo was
received this morn, enclosed in one from Carrie & zs I wrote
2 sheet of Foolscap to her yesterday 1 think it mey suffice
for a day or two for an znswer to her unusuzlly long, and
her last brief letter, so will snswer your letter to day,
and during this hour of the dszy. ©So9o I vroceed. Should
udge that Carrie é8id have a pleasant surprise, both on =zc-
count of her present, =znd the visit - presume a genersl
good time followed the srrival of friends, snd as ususl
amon? the girls the accustomed kisses &c¢ preceded their
departure, for 1f they do not kilss smong themselves they
will needs do without it, zs mesculines asre in great demand
vut none to be had. 00“58uqen+ly, the kissing ewanq them-
selves., You and I can't see the good derived from kissing
among ourselves, can we, ﬁrtV“W but 1f there 1s 3 pretty
gond looking feminine etsnding no whar asbout with Ruby
1ips %c eh! isint there some fun then in kissing. I expect
you are bveglinning to beau Annie Howe around zin't you, or
Lens Van Duzor? 1I'll have to look out for you, boy, hsave
Just thought thet you are sbout 15 years old, the age in
wnich boys think they are of immense Iimportsnce to the
surrounding wuul*c, the age in which they t%ink fhéy Know
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twice zs much as thelr Father and s littls more be-
put I trust you do not feel 3o, f{or you and I haove
vood Father, = plessing m=ny = poor boy hss not. You
st strive ‘M«~ snd please him, and most of zll obey him.
IThis I trust you always do, so I will say nc more zbo 1t
Presume sre beginning to think once more of 2 gsr
fzrming operations %c &c¢. Am sincerely glad that eve
indicetes & prosperous year for farmers, for surely tl
ne persevered against many owstacles for the peast s
They « inly deserve an soundent narvest s
> for thelr products. I hope Fzther
is year =nd move somewnere whnere nis
es will profit him, Nashville seecms
for enterprising bYusiness mea., ¥any
ich, who commenced Dusiness thers and
t & mighty smsll cepltal.
b 1ie aruel war nany
nheve
where
illiing
little
1cer.
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ride horseback without any saddle & I presume he has im-
nroved since I left. Suppose you are Father's right hand
man now and with the help of Pliny make fun of considerable
hard work, meking things fly in a hurry when you roll up
your sleeves to Clean out Czttle barns &c. The Wilber
Wneadon vou spoke of, I know very well, as well as I know
211l of the Regt. You mey rest assured that you will never
see an 88th man that I am not acquainted with. Xy position
you must know makes me many acquaintances. Wheadon 1s a
member of Co. M"I™ of this Regt. He was w'd, captured, and
paroled in the sction of Chickamauge Sept. 20/63. He is a
pretty good kind of a fellow, though is not sharp enough
set a very large river on fire., Hope however he wlll pay
Clifton & visit ss he 1is a good boy. But I perceive my
sheet 18 gradually filling up, warning me to write

Your Affect. Bro.

Charli

O

While I hsve an
opportunity,

ety

js]

. Much love to 211 % rem'b'r ne to Aunt Eliza.



Head Quarters 88th Regt. Ills. Vols.

Camp Lzsibold near London, March
21 - 1864,

Dear Mother,

Havine neglected to write for several dsvs I will en-
deavor to make up in some meassure for my delingquency oy now
penning s #2004 long letter - fear I should omit the quality and
refer only to guantity, as I fear my letters would beszsr but a
poor comparison with fﬂoqa written by most soldiers. Shall not
make excnses for my negligence of late, for to tell the truth I
hzve for the nsst week or two felt decidedly ill, which probsbly
sceounts for the plue streak in my letter to Carrie. What a

sympathizing epistle I rec'd from her in reply - surely there
was syvmpathy enough in those few lines to console a man sentenced
to be hung. Of course I avpreciated her motives, yet I could
not refrain from smiling 2t so much sympathy for so slight a
csuse, If I do oecesionslly feel 2 little low-spirited, 1t 1is
of short durstion. If vou could seepn unon me unawares sometimes
I think vou could vouch for my good feelingness. Tis very sel-
dom that I a2m troubled with the blues, yet I must confess my
whole corporacity was snything lively when I wrote to Carrie.

Harvey Van Duzor made ni npearance in Camp Laibold
Gay before yesterday much to my zstonishment, He had not then
goined his Battery, but o»robably 5 ere this, he being enroute
for the front. I noticed but little chsnge in nis personal ap-
pearznce, I recopgnlzed him immediately when he opened the door
of mf sanctum & stepsped in. You cen judge that my {irst exclam-
ation point wses ss ususl indicative of surprise. Was unszble to
learn much news from him, &5 he hed not graced Clifton with his
presence for Iour months. O couarse there were some trivial
news I had not been &pprised of oy mell, such as the numerous
improvements in town, additlons, &c.

Presume Cherlie
Kellie's letter received lasl eve 3ne s2pc < stm
in a Cavalry Hegiment vwhose {ield of ocperation v in vicinity,
or in Cglifornia. what in the < is he tnink of % Wh
the change from Artillery to C oni nt thst he
would 1} e received rsapid m ulé $aia in the
Battery. At lesst Lymen I im last

. ﬁe w?ll moﬁ 8611
oleusible reason for
son, simple Because
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scarcely approve a leave on such an excuse. So you may watch
for my appearance in about sixteen months, at noon. Please
have dinner r@adgﬁ as I may be hungry. I guess I will be able
to serve my three ye@r% out without z furlough; at least I have

a pleassant prospect of so doing.

I received six letters by last night's mail, from
Mary Viets, Nellie Sheldon, Lizzie, Carrie, Arthur % yourself,
& I cen assure I devoted some time if not more in perusing the
same. I wish I might receive the same number by every day's
mall. B8Should never find fault with the number or freguency

of ‘the always welcome epistles.

I received the package you sent by maill, snd returned
blﬂﬁ@r@ thanks to Carrie in a long letter on foolsecap, thinking
I was indebted to her for the present. Now don't feel Jealous,
Yother. & by the way! think she has not scknowledged the re-
ceipt of the long letter. Everything which is done up strongly
weighing not over 4 pounds will invariably come through safely
by mall, unless some arey back runs a train off the track and

agp?mpriateb the mail matter.

Am glad that Howerd is doing so well in Duggqu&, & I
hope nis heretofore good success will continue to attend him.
I am confident that he will make a man and a smart one, too,

notwithstanding the temper he has., I wonder if he and I will
fight as we used to, some two vears ago. I declare, didn't we
use to have some jolly fights - and a confounded good lecture
afterwards, accompanied with the awful prophecy that we would
surely come to the gsllows. I tell you az resl boy cannot exist
without & tip top guarrel occasionally, at least I think S0,

if I have outgrown that period myself when like eats and dogs
our existence was made up of eating, drinking, “u&rr@ling &
sleeping, and quarreling first But what & letter this is des-
tined to be: or what isn't it destined to be? is something I
cannot as yet determine uoson.

with the
of 't it strange
of ossip &c.
' & feminine
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ﬁ% ke wrfalg Suppose fi"@é mf home
¢ you have undoubte laily expecting
of Kent, as his 20 expired. I

e ti =verything isble was lost,
: Ly B e of esting
5¢ edlebook, which
uch an affair.



Tell Arthur I will answer his letter as soon as pos-
sible. Have not written Father yet, as I intended, but shall
do so before long. ¥ith much love to &ll, I remain

Your Affect. Son,

U

. 8, ~---- PForgot what I was about to say.



111 answer Carrie's letter tomorrow if possible.
Arthur's letter enclosing & lock of Abe's hair was
“Pceived, and I am really obliged to him Tor his
thoughtfulness,

Head {(uarters 88th Regt. Ills.
Camp Laibold April 7/€4.

Yours of the 28th Ultimo came to hand yesterday, znd
&3 = metter of course 1ts contents were perused with genuine
interest. I am sorrv to say thzt the feelings which haunt you
reletive to my fnrlourh, mzy now be dispelled, as tis a decided
T=ct theat Purlouvhs hzve ceased %o be granted in this Dept.
The Colonel would otherwise approve one for me, but it is now
ton late to hope Ior & leave of any kxind®, snd I fear it will
be useless to wrtech the down Train longer, with the expectation
of seelng yours &c. emitted from the Passenger Coach. You may
reost sssured that T shall not sell nmy services to Uncle Sem for
another period of 2 years. Would, however, if we could remain
in Illinois to hang, shoot, kidnnp & then mysteriously loose
some of those “onn@rhv_d disturbers of the neace in Illinoils,

those bands of despersdoes in tv of Mat toap =re doin
p s g

some mischief, are they not? er now long the
betfore the bristling bayonets 8&th. Presu
discipline or order &nd are in nothing dDut X

Yztes I am confident will cut
end to the &ffcir by making way

I was not aware thzat in vour Jdebt
of letters you mentioned., How z time, inclu:
of grace, will you allow me fo1 ent? I am he

het 1 cannot be the source of ch public dem
Joy, <5 the raising of & flag 1 or of my reta
trust vou uid not mesn &t half for I should
that I was i the privile honoring Cli
presence { ts 211 the majasty
and out 30£¢¢ Le

e o T
more than Ju

voung fellow, 4 ,
Jnst In fact I &m on
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exceedingly bad boy and am growing from badder tc worse fastly
and 1f someone does n@t stop me in my downward career - &C¢. -~—=,

I, or my visusl organ were favored y@@t@r@a; ¥ith seeing our pres-
ent Commandant Gen. Svhefialﬁg and his family, consisting of two
little boys and & girl, wife, znd I judge a %Lab@f¢ He

very plain man and should judge fond of his family

News here. 1 c:
ton, for there are none
ing turn to mske any. 3

With much love, which I trust will atone for the
briefness of my epistle, I Remain

Charlie, in z hurry.




Heed (uarter
Camp Lelbold
Desr Hother,
rawiord
his ral ns

STOUS S lative the K. [
general, I betook myself to my quarters
letter, sald truly that letters we;
I say w > in the superlative degree
you t since, and Carrie yesterdsay 1
I sts it was 1lmpossible to gain
in Cs contradicted the statement,
still > prospect, those prospecis are now
Qur Div., wi move during the ensueling week
distance of about 50 miles, & how much furthe
prol Ly, however, we will remsin in Clevelsan
week hink you had better send the shirts ss
veni Should also be glad to receive the draw 3
cott: woolen, 2s I wear the unmentionsbles the year rou ind ,
as I =2m confldent 1t is much heslthier, exposed as I am to the

nlng rays of the sun during susmer dsys, and th damp
d dews of summer nights, wfﬁ%w lieing out with nothing but
blue canagy of heaven for & roof & nothing but an Overcosat

bed Guilt, % said ro@f is often uncomfortably lezky,

ﬁﬁring & rain storm. I zlso invariable wesr woolen
fact woolen clothing of all kinds, even socks,
mmer, and 1 feel jJust as comfortable as if T

«tiff, “*P?%ﬁ%ﬁ} linen, Please be careful and
ge securely, and direct plainly, as the mail in
ndled in no delicate manner, but I per-
. You need not think that I wor thing
fl freternity, as I have someth 1th

w%“WLerﬁ DIOr
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do like to have a good long chat with Lt. L. A. He slways
s some news to cammwn?cat@, Harvey 1s well, zand though hav

a pretty rough 1n¢ ’mﬁ, declares thst
ing firstrete, Bridg Jat ery, as well as
Division, are 730£ing rauger j@w«a and dirt
know nothing of rezl soldlering. Jou must n
Bed Boldiers,™ ss we style them, T 38pe
Dat boys., Those ehapz that are ¥aYS on

¥ near a% h&m@, are of a @ll?%P@ﬁ§ specle f
ks. They can always dress neatly, can ale

3ﬁ@ltﬁr, can alwayk fi1ll their a%ﬁﬁmﬁr with
nevear wear ragged pants and worn sat shoes,
"our corps¥ 238 we marched into Xnoxville. The ent
had participated in the brilliant battle of Hission lge
which being gloriously won, they without ragt m rch&2 the
suelng day but one, enroute to the relief of Burn ‘
marched, the boys with worn out shoes, and with r&
they faﬁ to steal from citizens zlong the route
marched cheerfully, and as we marched ?rlumﬂﬁ»
f K. w;th banners f{lying, and drums besting,
tr 33 the ground, 28 rebels never trod
%h@ r bleeding feet. (Bome of the ho

363&, sore enough to confine them tc if
I think we are destined to be the by
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ishing lerge things in vicinity of Atlar
ampalgn opens we shsll know it, ¥e in
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np
priog ne
now it and feel it, & vyou @t home @iil be aware
terrible rumpus is raging in vicinity of where the
Army 1s, the Army that will aerﬁia in annoying end
auETrrE e R

Rebel family. V@s, I believe
' in vicinity of &t%&hbc, :
%h@ rebs. h! tha

St b i
tire arnmy 1«{“ t‘i
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not heard from L1

rzie for & 1o
/e not a?;tﬁwm her for & lon
1 her, she 18 s
wat rﬁ home for so ¢
to ancther so muce
bhiﬂkx% that I would ator




Presume Charlie Sheldon is a2t home now, enjoying its
comforts and pleasures, poor fellow! He has been guite unfor-
tunate since his enlistment. His is too sensitive =z nsture
for a soldier's, he is too ezslly shocked by the looseness
of morals exhibited by o0ld soldiers. Chan. mzkes the best

2 7

soldier of the two in my opinion, while Charlie the best citi-
"

zen and church member. Chearlie is too good to mix &mong the
generallity of soldiers, while Chan. is a reckless, good
hiearted fellow who can hoe his own row regerdless of Tom,

Dick, or Herry. But I must hurry this letter to a close, as
tis growing late. My chum is alresdy making the csbin mdodious
with his snoring, warning me that I Sﬂaalﬁ 2o likewise.

Shall see Lyman again tomorrow, I %ﬁge and fre-
guently hereafter, for I shall certainly give him & call when-
ever he is within travelling distance of yours truly., I have
not wsritten Father yet ss I intended and he hzd ought to
thrash me for neglecting to do so. Think he will have to be
satisfied with much love as ususl until I casn write him. The
lock of Abe's hair which Arthur sent me was received in good
stete of preservation. I could not refrain from smiling at
the gey ribbon satteched to the besutiful tress I wonder if
Abe hes esny idea how much his old Master thinks of him. I
hope he will recognize me when I return for I should dislike
te have him snub me snd disown all prior rrleud ship. Tell
Arthur that he must not part with him. Hzs Msry Viets re-
celved = lengthy Discourse from me lztely on the evil of
procrastination and its results? If so, warn her thet she
should profit by my advice &and write me ere long.

S 7))
[x".‘ s

L"‘

Hoping that the "smallpox" will bte only z word in
our family, I ever Remain

¥ith much love
Your Son

Ches. H. Kingman.

¥



Head Quarters 88th Ills. Vols
Camp nesr Cleveland April wn/ 4

Dear Bro.

Your interesting letier wss “@c*ﬁ by to dav's mail.
This evening I seat myself to acknowledge it. To vou perceive
what & naragon of promptness your nrother 18? Do thou in thet

i
respect follow his example.

The package containing shirts, sozp, znd HouseWife
wz8 recelved yesterday, to sgy thst o‘e%rbuinf yroved satis-
factory would not do the zarticles, nor my feelings, Justice.
The shirts sre just what 1 ted. They =zre just right for me.
As Lo the lious @%i*e, I think 1t is anead ol anything I have
seen, The Colonel's don't be " 12la suffer terribly by a
comparison. I zm very much obliged o everyone concerned in
the forwarding of 3aid packare, znd would be glad to repay
Carrie znd Mother for their kindness i

n some msnner. I was
feeling rather poorly yesterday and rather out of sorts, though
em certain I came out of bed nead first and in & becoming
nner. Yet notwithstanding, I was decidedly unwell & conse-
e

g0 H hﬂ
o

guently in low spirits, so I must needs give vent to them on
paper in the form of a letter to Carrie, I bellieve, I wish now
thet I had not sent it, as tis & decldedly poor specimen of
chicography, as well z2s composition, 2 senseless scrawl.

s tnst is, the 4th A. C,, snd I am an important
member reol, tho! not nersonally scousinted with Gen. Howard,
are now camped in vicinity of Clev d, the troops, more par-
ticularly srtille ry, acecupying tl i in Target Practice
2c. Tis the prevailing opinion e shall move sometime.
Dame Rumor hss not stated when, a e :Ing on bad terms with
the Gents of the Stars, I doubt if really knows. The Col.
received notice from Major HdcIntire 5 eve that he should
start for the front the 1lst Hay a b ! Four
months! pay is due &t the it O presame we
shall be paid *to the 1lst of

I sew ree weexs ago, =25 well
23 Lieut, whilte. saeemed to be In good
spirits, enjoyed Presume Fdd Caswell
hag left CLiften imself hugely while
at home. I &m s obtein 2 lesve, but
useless to ¢ 4 111 let it drop.
My 1litt
leks, wis
it short car esd,
nody o8 round &8 rse for
him 17 I dezired rke of
Abe's hair, which g of that
expressive tail o rhe, W
and LI not as int » i@ 18
sureliy &s honest,




We are having very warm wﬁ“iher he
farming (what there is) is i r :
looking well.

The New
the ?«uﬁmae, news
man, news of a gr
?@t@ma@ Army have
put to rout &c.

e every loyal
. sound strange? the
the enemy have Deen
to read words to

that effect ere lo nd he head of "didnight Dispatches.¥®
But I must close with much love to &1l -
From Your Affect. Bro.

searched for news f{roz
-
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I heve been very busy

f late making out Returns,
Reports &c. ©Shall have to @

tomorrow cs tis our
rite every few davs,
tho! I can vouch v th he majorit U epistles will
extremely bri ‘et Lwi BTV O e ghten you as to
health, whereabo 3 rom tinm in I expect
Caswell tomc the Train daily
rhance to come, I
on, until he gives
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Camp in

the flelgd
for Atlanta, Ga.

Enroute
May 20/64

conds in which to scribble a few lines,
be brief. I am suffering as usual under
ellent heslth. Our srmy 1s pressing the
¢ tnem daily at some point. They are
e at every availsble ~oint, but zre al-
aCK.

Arthur Ceswell, Cherlie Miller, znd Dennis Cildia
ere slisntly wounded, neither dangerously. ke are now sbout
sixty miles south east of Delton, and about 30 from Atlanta.

I clp s severe battles ere we reach that point
! S d to possess it. We have captured sev-
‘ The exsct number we nave NO means
nzs returned ere thls with ¥iss

Recelved vour long letter two ¢
ne © f wlsh I had time to a
se t o wrlte often, 1if he
reser istles -
In great haste. I ever Remsin
Your Affect. OBon,
Chas. H.

2ys since as well
nswer them sll.
d veceives no reply's
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fighting Joe Hooker, Osterhaus, Schofield, Howard and seversl
others. 01d Joe is a comical looking genlius, but there is
fight in him snd it will come out, much to the dissatisfac-
tion of the Rebel Gentry.

I received a letter from Nellie Sheldon =z short time
since, and shall mske an effort to answer it to day. HMother
te that the Station House was in progress. How fsr has
rrogressed already? Write and tell me about the various
srovements in town? Have the good people done snything to

S ‘!.J-
=]

the church yard yet in the way of improvement? or does 1t
remain the szme? As my sheet is full, I will merely scratch
my name zs usual

Your Affect. Bro.

Ches. H. Kingman



Battle Field near Dallas
Georgia. June 4th 1864

Dear Sister,

Yours of the 17th ultimo was received several days ago, was contemplating
answering it yesterday but no opportunity officed. | wrote Arthur two days since &
presume the epistle will be received ere this reaches you. The engagement still
continues with unabated obstinacy on either side, day before yesterday a portion of
the 23rd Corps (Maj. Gen. Schofield Com’dg) charged the enemies works and
captured a Battery of four Guns with a number of prisoners. The 15th Corps |
understand is gradually advancing. Our Corps which occupied the right center of the
line still remains in the same position. A continual fire of musketry is kept up both day
and night while the numerous Batteries, but occasionally open on the Rebel works.
Nothing of importance that is generally known has been accomplished by our armies
tho’ tis the prevailing belief that Sherman is well satisfied thus far with the results of our
protracted conflict, evidently he designs holding Johnson in his present position until
some plan of Grants is consummated, when | am confident he will either by force or
strategy enter Atlanta triumphant. We have a very large army here perhaps larger than
you are aware of and | think considerable larger than the enemy, and unless he prove
sharper than he did at Dalton and Resaca | doubt his success, and | think it extremely
doubtful as itis. We are constantly improving our breastworks, rendering them daily
more secure from musket balls tho’ none of our works as yet are proof against solid
shot or shell. | sincerely hope something will soon be done to relieve our force from
their present position. Our Corps has been living for days and nights in the trenches
upon their arms, ready to spring to their posts along the lines at a moments notice, and
for the past three days it has been particularly disagreeable on account of the heavy
rain, which tho’ a blessing, is yet rather uncomfortable to a shelterless man. It has been
very dry here for a long time, the dust nearly suffocating us until the late storm
commenced. The sun is now however shining as brightly as ever upon our freshened
community and | trust the weather will be favorable for the prosecution of Sherman’s
plans for the next week or two.

I think the 16th Corps will arrive today and perhaps take the place of the 4th and we
move further to the left. Reinforcements are continually coming up.

Thus far | have been very fortunate in escaping unscathed tho’ | have had some clear
intimations of danger. Lt. White is as yet uninjured. Charlie Miller & Dennis are still
back from the effect of wounds received at Days Ferry this side of Resaca. Robert
Crawford is quite unwell is at the Div Hospital, the hardships and exposures of this
Campaign have been too much for him. Kent is also on the sick list.

Presume Lizzie and Miss Gallup have become quite settled again in Clifton. If you
could have few masculine additions to your society you could enjoy yourselves these
summer evenings. Chau. Sheldon is the only available beau in town, is he not? Poor
fellow! Wish you would explain to Nellie Sheldon why her last letter remains
unanswered and that | shall be extremely gratified to hear from her whenever
convenient, and wherever our army rests for a day or two | will atone for my tardiness.



There is nothing of interest transpiring tho’ we are anticipating something hourly. The
coming fall is looked forward to as the close of our conflicts, and | trust it will be so.
With much love to all | ever Remain Your Affect Bro (in a rain)

Charlie



June 21, 1864
Have been appointed Div. P.M. please direct your letters hereafter - Hd. Qrs 2Div. 4 A.C.

Camp near Marietta, Ga
June 20th, 1864

Dear Sister,

| have neglected writing for some time on account of inconveniences and
miserable weather we have been enjoying for the past two weeks. Alternate rain and
sunshine of about ten or twelve hours duration each, the sunshine often being clouded
by a passing shower in remembrance of the small deluge of a few hours previous and
as you are no doubt well aware, that we are now daily engaging the enemy, moving
hither and thither to new positions we are without shelter, and as it is rather
inconvenient to write exposed to a pitiless rain storm, | must plead guilty of sacrificing
your interest for my temporal welfare and a dry jacket. The enemy are slowly falling
back surrendering work after work, which must surely dishearten their rank and file. We
are now but a short distance from the Chattahoochie River and if Sherman succeeds in
forcing them across that, Atlanta must inevitably fall into our possession. There is no
advantageous positions between Atlanta and the river that the Rebs can hold “so say
the prisoners” where they will retreat to, | am at a loss to think. | would that they might
surrender and burst the Secession bubble by the fall of Atlanta, but | think the
demagogues who hold full sway will struggle as long as they can maintain an army.

Our Regiment and the 36th llis. were on the skirmish line yesterday, as usual the
88th done well, captured 12 prisoners including three officers who were very impudent
and persisted in telling Gen. Kimball (our Brigade Commander) outrageous lies
concerning their strength, position &ch but finally the Gen. told them they were d--d liars
and that we could form a skirmish line around their whole army and go into camp and
await their surrender. Mr. Secesh caved; our regiment also recaptured several of the
36th who had been made prisoners. One man, a member of an Ohio regiment captured
a Lieut. and his whole Rebel Co. yesterday while they were eating breakfast, their arms
in stack. The Lt. thought that the Yank had a whole Co. at his heels and did not
discover his mistake until it was too late to retreat. You may judge his chagrin when he
ascertained that he and his whole Co had been dupes of a Yankee trick. In several
instances the Rebs have acted in an inhuman manner by having forces in ambush in
the rear of their skirmish lines who throw up their hands to surrender and when our men
advance to take them, they and the ambushed men pour a volley into them, but they
have dearly paid for their folly in every instance. The taking of the last work but one in
front our Div. they 28th Ky. were deployed as skirmish and when the Rebs were obliged
to give up their works our men pressured them so closely they threw their hands in
earnest in token of their surrender, but remembering our injuries the 28th poured their
leaded missiles into the breasts of the helpless Rebs and many fell victims to their own
cruelty who would otherwise escaped with life. If they still persist in such outrages | fear
this war will be especially as savage as the Indian wars of long ago. Our men will
retaliate every outrage and avenge a comrades slaughter at all hazards. We have, that
is our brigades have, been in reserve today tho’ a continual of clatter of musketry is



kept up by other troops. | am as yet ignorant of the results of the last day or two of
fights. The enemy are in possession of very prominent point on our front where they
thought perhaps they could do great execution with artillery. They opened yesterday but
were immediately silenced by five batteries who were within range. | think they have
not opened since from said point.

Sherman’s headquarters are with the 4th Corps so judge that the severest
conflict is expected in our front. | received the war maps and are greatly obliged for it, it
is an excellent one, and will answer my purpose admirably. (Name unreadable)
Kingman has changed wonderfully since | have his last photo, he is with his father on
Winter St. or is he engaged in some other business.

Rec'd a letter from Howard a few days since, written in gay spirits. He seems to
be giving entire satisfaction to L.K. | hope he will now so continue forth with the start he
now has, he should surely be able to take care of himself hereafter.

I have not your letter with me so cannot think of any questions you may have
asked. Presume the Sheldon house is nearly complete, is it not. What kind of a
structure is it? Style? Etc. | wrote Lizzie since receiving your letter, and am expecting
a reply today. What do you think of my adventures, If there had only been some
feminine, with golden locks, blue eyes &ch, connected with it, this scrape might be
made the theme of quite a romantic tale. Oh! How wrathy | was to think | was taken in
such a plight. Presume you will see our account of it in the Chicago Tribune, as the Col.
has written a better description of the capture and escapade | think to be published. |
wish you would send me a paper if you chance to ----- who was ----- our insertion, as |
should like to read his version of the story.

But | must think of closing. | beg you will excuse my hasty written scrawl, as my
writing conveniences are mighty few on this campaign. Saw Lyman yesterday during
the heavy cannonading but had only time to say “How do ye” southern phrase, and pass
on.

With much love to all | | ever Remain
Your Most Affect
Bro.
Charlie



Big Shenty, Ga. June 24th 1864.

Desr Father
2

Hasve & few moments this sfternoon to devote to
letter writing as the meils are very irregular. Think there
will be none in until late this evening. I came from the
front this morning and shsll remain here until tomorrow eve-
ning. Everything seems gulet zlong our lines to day, seve
the occesional booming of & c¢annon., Our right is gradually
swinging zround towards the railrozd in the rear of Meriettes.
I understood that Hooker was to advance to strike the R. R.
vesterdsy P. M. but I think it was merely & rumor. Gen. Shermzn
is always in vicinity of the severest brail, and often need-
lessly exposes nimself. Our Regt. captured 12 prisoners,
including three officers,a few days since, while on the
sikirmish line. Our casuszlties were one killed. The troop
are in good spi having the benefit of full rations (gno
the regular el of Wh skey). When the enemy evacuated
their last work nd our force took possession, I rode along
their lines and throu g their deserted camps. Everything
proved that they were zlmost destitute of rations; in one
camp I sew & mule, dres ged and elices cut from the hind gusr-
ters, and other places, many slices of mule meat were left
already to cook on wooden spits. Nothing esteble was left
&s 1s invariavly the case with our zrmies. Evervthing be-
takened & great lack of food; the prisoners thet we have
taken seem to be pleased with the change, with the exception
of & few of the officers who are very impudent. Tis reported
thet Hardle has superseded Johnston in command of the forces
opposed to us. The Rebel Gen. Polk was killed by & shell
from a Battery in this Div. I think he commended & Div.
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I saw Lt. White yesterdasy for a few moments on the rosad.

He is looking well. ©Said Charlie Sheldon and Harvey Van Duzor
were "gll right." Charlie wes to be made & Sergt. yesterdey,
and plzced 1in command of a section (& Lieut.'s commsnd). Lymsan
thinks & gre=zt desl of him and I zm confident will give him

& commlssion ere this stormy trouble is over. I was appointed
Div. Post Master on the 16th inst. by order of Gen. Newton,

but éid not report for duty until the 20th. Col. Chandler

was sorry to hzave me leave the Hegt. and told me that whenever
I wished to be relieved from éa?y in my ore~er position to
come back to his HdA. Urs. &s before I received £ letters from
Mother and Arthur two days since, will znswer them when possi-

ble,

How does thie Statlon House progress? Should Jjudge
that 1t must be well nigh completed. From Ed Caswell's zce-
counts I should think Clifton was improving rapidly, many
bulldings have been erected since I was &t home.



(June 24th, 1864 - cont'd)

I sincerely hope thet the crops this yveer will
usually good, asnd command falr orices. Surely our Far
hsve been lsboring under many difflculties, znd truly merit
& recomnense for their many days of fruitless toll. I wish
I could be the means of helping you, but do you not think
it best for me to deposit my spare funds with J. K. or Uncle
Warner until I mey hsve occasion to use them? to pay for my
tuition &s Howard has cdone? I shall have §150. or $200. to
spare next pay dsy which I hsve intended to send to Howard
for the sbove purpose. Shall afterwards send my money home -
but I think my educsation should be my first thought, for =
thorough one cannot be estimated by dollars or cents. But
I must close as my sheet is about full. Pleezse direct zll
letters Chas. H. Kingmsasn, Head {(rs. 2 Div. 4th A. C, Hoping
for the successful hsrvest this year which will be eguivalent
to plenty of ®"Tin," I ever Remain, With much love,

Your Affect. Son,

Charlie





