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TENNESSEE LETTERS.

The following Letters are printed for private use hm’_y,
to accommodate friends of the writer, who are absent
from the City, and desire to hear from him. .-

Carrstusn Morwing,
December 25th; 1861

Myt Dzir Morarr:—A Merry Christmas and & Happy New Tear, to

yourself and all the dear ones at home, is my sincers wish, althongh

my Christmas is very dull, very little like Christmas of old. Fam in

kY *  hopes my New Year will be livelier, as wa expect a battle on or before
i the first of the year.

' Christmag, in camp, i3 dull at the best of times. Buot we are nnder

; orders to move to the front, to morrow morning at 8 o'clock—in ‘faot

‘ wa were orderad to go this morning at § o'clock, bat after-we had onr

tents all struck, and wers beginning to pack the wagons, tha order was

conntermanded, until to-morrow morning—and to make me fesl still

more miserable, on Monday, I suffured so with tooth-ache that- omr’

Burgeon tried to pull two teeth for me, bat as his instruments were poor

he only succeeded in breaking both of them off ; and on Tuesday, I went'

1 ¥ inte Nashville, toa dentist,”and had both teeth extracted, and am now

- suffering from face ache and swollen cheek. I have been under tha

weather for 8o long now, that I have given up all hopes of ever belng

well again. I know I never will if [ stay out here three months longer, -

QOur battalion has been put into the Regular Brigade, or *"Forlorn

Hope," consisting of the 15th, 16th, 15th, and 19th Regimsnts, 0. 8.

- " Caxr Nean Nisgviie, Tewx., } _

e e

pean's corps, and onr duty is to do the hard fighting. Our battla flag is of
blue eilk, with a gold star in the centre. ;
Direct to ma st Head Quarters, until forther orders,
From the nomerons reporta of cannon and small arms, it is sappossd
that thers iz pome skirmishing along the front. You may expect shortly
A to hear of & terrible battle in this pection, for it is bound to come, and
when thess two armies weet, it will be dreadful.
Excuse shortness,—Love to all —Send me the box I wrote for.
' Hoping soon to henr from you,
; I remain as aver,
| Your affectionate Som,
BOB

Infantry, and Battery H, 5th Artillery. We are attached to Genl. Ros--
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AMP BETOND Hnnruulom’, Tenw.,

My Daz Panewrs: S it

ely anzions to hear from me,
ached yom. [ telegraphed to
and sent it by the conriar lins to N:;hﬂlh.
tle ; poar Capt, Bell, was killed the first fire ;

body on the flsld, bu ered
under & flag of troce ; he was robbed :}- i g

. died on the 24 ;

you by the first opportunity,
As [ said, it wag a terrible bat

loss was on th
were under a severs firs sver .da, s st
o i & ._':n ¥. How any of the officers o:r. man of

Wh.u:n Major King was wounded, Capt,

earing the leather, | will sénd the

+  Almost every oficer ;
ey ; ¥ O had & bullet
g1 some part of his clothing. Do noy publish this lsttir, Our mﬂ:

-~ .

‘Jla::up;r tlia snemy's camps. - Did yon send me s boxt Bend mn.th

o ll-g: ph;:::;:::::t.tm withont a cent of money, and no signs n:
master, wo days of th ' almos

. starved, we had an ear of corn iu'::d ha:.blf-“h . - :

of Rorse steak, it was bally, % R, o

I have soma Confed money and & story book,

capt
and the other littls ones, Excuse shortness, NS e S

—Love to all.—Writs 8000,
Your affectionats Hon,

: BOB,

Is Caxr sEan MerrREeseoRo', Texx.,
Thursday, January Sth, 1863,

My Dear MoraER:

I telegraphed home, of my safety, at the first opportunity, and wrote
as goon after as [ conld get the materials, so that you wounld .not ba
worried about me, thinking that in the late severe baitle before this
place, something might have happened me, but [ am happy to stats thas
I escaped without a scratch, although my pants were torn to pleces;
but I would have been satisfied to have lost all my clothing, and only
escape with my lifa ; as I have never before seen such terrible fighting.
I will try and give you some idea of the pleasant Christmas week which
I spent.

Wa atarted on the day after Christmas, on the march—and that day,
we marched about 11 miles, it rained heavily all day, and we got into
camp, feeling like drowned rats; on the morning of the 27th, the Battalion
moved at § A. M., and marched to Nolinsville, 13 miles, rainy and dis-
agreeable; being Oficer of the Day, 1 was laft back to goard the
wagons. We were obliged to march over dirt roads, which wera very
hoavy and almost impassable, so much so, that it kept me until late on
the afternoon of the 26th, befors I arrived at Nolinsvilla, with the wagon
train, On the morniag of the 29th, we marched 10 miles, and joined
Genl. Rosecrans, on the Murfreesbore’ Plke, about two miles south of
Laverne. As our wagons did not get up, [ slept out with Capt. Wise ;
the weather was rather cold and towards morning it commenced raining,

whivh made it decidedly unpleasant. On the morning of the 30th, we
advanced to within about 4 miles of this place, and formed in lins of
battle, and camiped ; all day eould Le heard the firing of skirmishars, and
an occasional shell from one of our batteries trying to provoke a reply,
but there was no heavy firing. On the morning of the 31st, about 8
o'clock, our Adjutant, J. D) Ogilby, read to wa a circular from Ghenl.
BRosecrans to his troops, of course it was received with cheers, and im-
mediately our Brigada was ordered to the front. We advanced one mile on

the pike, and then moved into & small wood, on the right of ths road,

where wu wers ordered to make ourselves comfortable ; all this time we
could hear the roar of musketry and the reports of cannon ; we had re-
mained at this peint but about ten minutes, when we wers ordered to fall
in, and immediately moved by the right fank through a hesvy woods,
at double gquick. Wonnded men and stragglers were passing us, on thelr
way to the rear. We were marched out to a heavy cedar grove, formed in
line of battle and ordered to lie down, and protect ourselves as well as we

could. Capt. Eeteltas, was ordered to march his company about 100

yards to the front and deploy the whole company as skirmishera, which

he did very quickly. He had not advanced more than 800 yards Lbafore we
received one of the most terrible fires ever troopa roceived, (& stray ball
struck Capt. Dell, just above the left templs, killing him instantly.)
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Capt E. immediately ordered his company to fall back on the battalion,
firing as ha retreated ; as soou as his company reached us, Major King
ordered the battalion to ‘! rize up®* and © commenre fring."" After wo had
fired two or three rounds, we wers ordered to fall back, which we did in
good order—nntil we came to the 6th Ohis, Vols.—where we rallled our
men, and mads another atapd, but were again obliged to fall back;
and as the 6th Ohio broke, onr men separated and retreated in sonfasion.
At the railroad we rallied both regiments, and sheltered onrselves behind
the railread embankment ; we remained thers about half an honr, when
we again advanced into the woods, and were obliged to fall back, and on
gur retarn to the railroad A secomd time we discovered that Major Eing
was missing ; we knew he had been hit, but whether killed or not wa
conld not learn. Capt. Bell was killed, and we were obliged to leava

his body in the hands of the enemy. Capt. York and Lient. Occlestom, .

wers both hit and sent to the rear ; and Capt. Wise, was reported hit and
killad just before we reached the railroad, and we could eollect bt abont
fifty men together. As one of the rebel batteries hud the exact range of'
tha railroad, &t the point we ware, it was anything bnt pleasant, rennd
shot and shell falling all around us; and in one instance a round shot
strock and killed & man, who was lying on the gronnd not two yards
beyond me, and the ball ricocheted over my head. TWhenever we heard
a shell or saw a round shot coming, every one of us, elther mads & very
low bow, or fell flat on the ground. After lylng on the ground behind the
railrond for some time, and having gathered np soch wonnded as wrere
near ng, Capt. Wise among’ the rest, we were ordered to the right to
gupport & section of Battery H, 5th T. 8. Artillery, Copt. Guenther, for-
marly Terrill’s, which was nnder command of Lient. Ludlow. We remained
with the hattery until dark, the enemy keeping npa fire all the time, and
onea made a dash to capture the section, but Ludlow double ghotted hia
gons with canfster, and the 15th rose up, ixed bayonets, to make a
charge—when the rebels changed their mind, and returned to the wood in

great haste. After dark we were again moved to tha centrs, whers wa-

remained on ouipost duty all night ; at daybreak we were relieved, and
sant to the rear to rest; but we had not more than reached the woods,
when we were again ordered to the front, (this was the lst inst.) Our
Surgeon removed our wonnded officers to a hospital further in the rear,
and Capt. Wise rode in front of the ambulance. He was cheored by the
men, and was looking 8o well that every one thought he wonld recover,
but the next day when the bandage was removed from his neck, the

blood gushed into his wind-pipe, and choked him to death. Abent 3

o'clock, P. M., onr brigade was ondered out to make & reconmoisance io
the rear. We were ordered to go about four miles, and return. We started
ont at deuble quick, and kept the same gait both ways, retorning about
8 ¢’clock, having seen nory enemy ; and as the men were completely ex-
hausted, we were ordered to bivouac in & woeds, which we did.

Up to this time none of us had had anything to eat, since the morning
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of the 31at, when we had three hard erackers. I saved one and ate it
sbont noon, on the 1st Inst., but we all had to go to bed supperless. Our
beds consisted of some cedar branches and our overcoats. In the meorn-
ing wa wera awakened by & beavy cannonading on the righf, and aslight
shower of round shot fell amongst ns. We were immedistely ordered to
the front, ont of renge, and protected by & small hill, hera wa remained
all day. This was on Friday, 2d inst., and about noon, the brigade com-
missary isrued ene ear of corn to each officer, and one ear to every twao
men. Wa parched the corn, and st night, when the heavy fighting was on
onr left, our servants went out and found a horse which had besn struck
with & ball, but not killed, which they shot with a pistol, and cut us off
gome ateaks, and dooked them on sticks for ns. I never relished any-
thing so much in all my life. Just after we had finished our meal, fresh
troops were sent to the left to reinforce our men, who had Dbeen driven
back across the river. The fresh troops charged across the river and mp
the hill at donble quick, and npon arriving at the erest of a hill, charged
bayonets, and with a wild and enthusiastie yell, rushed on the rebels,
who fled in great confusion. The T8th Penna. eaptured 4 eannom, and
tha eolors of the 26th Tennessee Regiment, and over 300 officers and men
of the same regiment. On the night of the 24 inst., the pionesrs were
gent in front of us sbhout 20 yards and threw op & small embankmsent or
rifle pit. On the morning of the 3d, Saturday, our batialion finished the
entrenchments, which was rather a dangerons piece of business, as the
rebels had sharp-shootars, in a woods about 500 yards in advance of us,
and the balls whistled past our ears and over our heads in fine style, but
nobody was hurt, as they conld not aim very well on account of the dirt.
Az goon a3 we finished, we oceapied onr trenches, and a report came that
the ensmy were advancing on us, in three lines. We were all ready for
a fight, but nothing ceonrred but the firing of sharp shooters. Rations
having arrived froon Naghville, we had a splendid dinmer, consisting of
hard crackers, bean soup, and salt pork At night, the 3d Ohio and §9th
Indiana regiment, advanced beyond oumr lies, and drove the sharp-
shooters ont of the woods, and drove them from behind three lines of
their rifle pits, bet were obliged to leave them on acconnt of having ex-
pended all their smmuonition. We remained in the trenches all night, with
bayonets fixed, ready at o momenis notice to juomp the bank and at the
rebels, but none appeared. It rained heavily all night, and we sat in
our trenches, with water about 6 inches deep jn them—pleasant for 4he
3d of Jannary. On Sunday morning the 4th inst., nothing coald be sesn
of the rebels, and we began Lo smell a mice, our men went out with a flag of
trace, to lovk after opr dead, and went far into their old lines, but there
was no ona at home. We 2ent a detail out for Capt. Bell’s bedy, which
was recovered, ha leoked very natural, bat he had been robbed of every-
thing, even the buttons of hia vest wers cul off. !

On Sunday afterncon, I was detailed to bury onr dead, which I had to”
do, although I tried hard to get ont of it. [ 'Imrim% 10 men, which were
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all we conld find. Captaing Wise and Bell's bodies were sent to Nash-
ville, to wait until we hear from their families.

On Monday, we advanced into Murfreesboro’. Everrthing looks
deserted, nothing there bot wonnded confeds, and our men. Tha rehels
left over three thonsand wounded men, in our hands. We are now en-
camped about one mile south of the town; I cannot aay how long we:
will remain here.

Since the battle, we have talked with officers who were in the cedar
bosh opposite to us, and they say that they had three divisions opposed
to us, and that we cut them up terribly, it being the hardest fight of any.
Every ona of our Generals gpeak in the highest terms of our behaviour.
They say we were sent into the cedars, expecting thdt MeCook, wonld
offer some kind of a fight, bot he was so completely aurprised, that almost
his whole corpa fell back in disorder without fleing & shot, and the poor
little 15th, had to receive the bruont of the entire left wing of the rebal
army, which we held in check long enongh for Eosecrans to see the defest
of MeCook, and have time to change his base or fromt. As soon as
MoCook rallicd his men, he advanced again, but pever again occopled:

hia old ground. The blame of MeCook's defeat, is attributed to Genl.

R, W. Johnson, who was completely surprised, his batteries being cap-
tured before the horses were hitched up. Johnson had command of the
24 division, in which was the 4th beigade. Poor Genl. Eill, was killed:
while attempting to rally hia men. :

Genl. Houssean held his ground and defeated the enemy whenever he
conld pet & chance at them.

The Regular Brigade, composed of the 1st batt. 15th U. 5. Infantry;
1st and 24 batt. 16th U. 5. Infantry ; lat, 2d, and part of the 34 batt.
18th 1. 8. Infantry ; lst batt. 18th U. 3. Infautry; and Battery H, 6th
U. 8. Artillery, under command of Lient-Col. Shepard, 18th Infantry,
now attached to Hoossean’s division, did its doty. '

I have numerous ralics, Chattanooga Rebel of the 2d, and other robel
papers, some Confed money, &e., which [ will send home at the fira
opportanity.

I telegraphed for fi'ty dollars, which I am sadly in need of, as I bave
not & cent of money, and want it daily; send it in a letter, or send a
draft, and five or ten dollars with it, to use until [ can get the draft
eashed. :

I have sesn some horrible, but yet ¢urions sights, which I will tell you
of when I get home..

Loveto all.—Write soon.—Hoping seon to hear from homa,

I remain with mdeh love,
Your afectionats Son,
BOB.,

Major King, is but slightly wounded.

el

Extract from a letter writien by an Officer of the 15tk T 8. Infantry.

*“ The whola force of the 1st battalion of the 15th . 5. Infantry, in the
Battle of Murfreeshoro’, was 319 officers and men. Of thess 110 were '
killed, wounded or missing at the end of it. The offcers were, Major
King. Captains Fulmer, Wise, Bell, Keteltas, and Yorke. Lisutenants
Jewat, Wikoff, Woodward, Occleston, King, Semple, Galloway, and Grey.
Major King was shot In the left arm, and sfterwards dislocated the
shoulder, by falling from his horse. Bell, was instantly killed. Wise,
was wounded iwo or three times, and died. Yorke, is dangerously
wounded ; and Ogcleston, badly in the side with ribs broken, King,
Y:Ilil:a, and Qucleston, are at Nashville—well cared for—and now doing
well. i

**The Brigada of Regulars went into battle with about 1200 muskots,
and loat 90 killed, 517 wounded, and 55 missing—662 in all—making
more than one-half of the whole number,"

The following scrap is copied from the aceount ef the Battlr, by the Special
Corresponcent af the Fhiladelphin Pumss:—

THE REGULARS.

Probably the most severe fighting whish has been dona hy any boedy
of men since the war commenced was that done by the Brigade of Regn-
lars in Roussean's division, Every officar who led = battalion was killad
or wounded. The gallant Colonel Sheppard, whe commanded tha brigade
escaped injury. Major Slemmer, of Fort Pickens fama, ;
injured. Major King,
Carpenter, was killed.

wai severely
also received & savere wound in the arm. Major

The Murfressbore’ pike and Chattangoga Railroad divide the battle-feld.
Travellers npon sither road, upon either band, can gaze for three or fonr
miles upon the pictnre. The frst place of interest upon the right, just
at present, are the ruins of a fne brick residence ; beyond, upullx the
right and left, are the earthworks thrown up by our troops npon that dark
and stormy night.  From thess works to town are hundreds of carcasses of
horses, breastworks, demolished houses, broken waé;nnu and wheels, and
graves. Upon the right, near the railroad, are elaven Eraves of thalf-it.h
Ohle ; near is an equal number of the 45th Mississippi; then, side by side
farther om, repose eleven members of the T8th FPennsylvania, and ti;ht'.
m..umbam of the Rock City Goards. Upon the left is quits a cemetary—
ninety-threa prettily constructad graves, with an inseribed slab at the
bead of each. As you enter the gronnd a Placard informs the reader that
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- ""This pateh of ground contains the bodies of nTnuty-thnu‘mldlarl, of the

16th, 16th, 18th, and 18th U. 8. Infantry. Do not distarb these gravem »

by additions or otherwise." Leaving the Regulars, you next diseover

four graves of the 19th Illinois, and twenty-seven of the 41st Alabama. :
Leaves tha line of the railroad, travel over a spot of groond containing ~ J
noarly two thonsand aeres, and you find like scenes everywhere. The
national and the rebel dead—the old man, the strong man, the youth ; =+
husband, father, son, lover—all lie in & common grave. Theinterments,
however, are most solemn, and the utmost silence prevalls as the loat
companion is quistly placed In his unconth grave.

4
™ "
- ir
g,
i ;’
&
LY
L] F
.
-
A
5 {'
o . 4
s ; R | ¥
£ : bR
P /i ]
£ Ll - i
o .
'\ e
e ]

=i .





