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Transcript (by Robert Glen Kilzer) in May 2009
of Letter Number 81 from JM Kelzer’s box

In camp near Shelbyville Tennessee November 7, 1862
Dear wife,

I arrived here day before yesterday, after eight days travel from Columbus and am very
well, but little tired from losing sleep. I am just off guard duty and have a chance to send
a letter home by Mr. Featherly, who is going to Raymond to bring clothes back to the
boys in the Army, and a great many of them are very much in need of them. I have as
many clothes as I have any use for, except a blanket, which you can send me by him
when he returns if you can get me a nice colored one. And if not, send it white. Ihave
one very good white one. If you can get me one heavy undershirt anywhere, you can
send it to me also. There are a good many troops here but I do not know how many, our
regiment has been changed from the 33™ to the 45™ Regiment. We are still in Woods
Brigade and Buckness Division and the whole under Lieutenant General (?). I saw the
both (of them) the other day at division drill and they are very good-looking men. I am
within 75 miles of my father and mother but do not expect to get any chance to go to see
them very soon. I have not seen my brother yet, though I am within a mile or two of him,
but will go and see him as soon as I get a chance.

My pin is so bad I will have to finish my letter with a pencil. We are encamped on the
bank of Duck River, a beautiful little stream and have plenty of good cedar wood to burn,
which is almost equal to pine, and get plenty to eat and it is very well cooked as we have
a very good cook in our mess. We get Turkey at one dollar and very fine ones too,
chickens from 15 to $.50 and a fresh pork at $.10 per pound, and plenty flour and meal,
so you know we are not suffering for something to eat. The Yanks are about 50 miles
from us at Nashville but do not seem inclined to attack us and I think if were, we (???) for
the South which is (??) we will do as it is getting very (??) here, it is about as cold here
now as it ever gets in Mississippi, thought I keep very warm yet, tell Beulah I find the
gloves and comforter she made for me very useful and think of her every time I wear
them, tell her I hope she may get a good husband for she deserves one, and not too marry
until she does. Tell your Pa, if he can sell my cotton for $.15 and exchange the bonds for
Confederate and enough cotton money to pay my debt at the cotton bank, to do so and
then if Birdsong is in a hurry for his money, to pay him and take up my note; but if he is
in no hurry, to let it stand a while longer. As for the farm, you can do just as you please,
for I am to far off to tell anything about it.

I will come home as soon as I can, but I do not know how long it will be until we get far
further south. You must write to me every week and direct your letters to Chattanooga
Tennessee until further notice. I will try and go to see my father and mother if there is
any possible chance before a leave the state, but the chance is very slim to go anywhere
except to drill. Ithink I will get out of the loop ranks again before long and if I can, will
do so, as all of them will do it if they can. Take care of the stock, don’t let the Negroes
waste the corn and make them keep the fences up and behave themselves or I will settle



with them when I come home, which I hope will not be very long. Tell the boys to learn
all they can and stay at home with you and keep you company. I (hope) George and
Allen are well by this time. Tell Alan I will come before long and bring his boots if I get
to go and see my father. Give my love to all the relatives and respects to my friends. I
hope you have gotten my trunk and key. I sent it by express and will send you the receipt
for it in this letter, and if it does not come to hand, make the company paid you $175 for
the clothes and trunk. My fingers are getting cold and I will quit this time.

[ remain your affectionate husband until death.
(signed) JM Kelzer

PS Direct your letters to me at Chattanooga Tennessee, Woods Brigade, 45 Regiment
Mississippi Volunteers, Company K (signed) JM Kelzer
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ancest ry

U.S. Veterans Cemeteries, ca.1800-2006

Name: F W Kilzer
Service Info.:  SGT US ARMY CIVIL WAR
Death Date:  1Jul 1863
Cemetery: Baton Rouge National Cemetery
Cemetery Address: 220 North 19th Street Baton Rouge, LA 70806
Buried At:  Section 5 Site 228

Source Information:
National Cemetery Administration. U.S. Veterans Cemeteries, ca.1800-2006 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: The Generations
Network, Ine., 2006. Original data: National Cemetery Administration. Natiomwide Gravesite Locator.

Description:

This database is a compilation of burial records from a variety of sources and cemeteries. These records provide information on the
burials of U.S. veterans and their dependents who were buried in the various Veterans Affairs (VA) National Cemeteries, state veterans
cemeteries, or other military cemeteries. Because the information regarding the burials is compiled from multiple sources, the amount of
information provided for each burial will vary. Some of the information vou may find in this database includes: name of deceased, birth
date, death date, interment date, burial location/site, cemetery name, cemetery address, relationship to veteran, veteran service dates,
military rank, and military branch. Learn more...
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