ALEXANDER KEADY TO LOUISA KEADY.

Murfresboro »fenn
April 13th 1861

B8ister Lou

I believe I will write to you this time, as I don't
. know who I owe or if I am in debt to.any of you. I ﬁave kept no
sccount of who I have written to but I know f write often & to all
of you. I recon it don't make much differenée whose name is on the
Envelope'so you hear that I am able to kick round What is Tom doing
all the ra{ﬁy days that you tell about Having that he don't honor me with
a few of his thoughts. Almost every letter I get comes with his writing
on the back & I think well here is a Letter from Tom at last but when &
opened it proves to be from a more prompt correspgndent than he has proved to
be 8o far. Perhaps he m;kea a mistaka and directs all his Letters to-to¥e
well you know where that little picture came frem. I Speey that's ;hat's
the matter Then he is busy rearing balvea feeding Pigs & all such
duties belonging to one of his ecalling. .If he was a Brave Sg;gig;, he
would not have to engage iﬁ such humble empléyments but he coul@'pefform
bold dashing @oeds like his younger Brother such as Sérubing, Moping,
Sweeping Making Bede & many other daring deeds belonging to Soldier Life.

I beiieva tﬁe lastletter from Home was Janes of March 30th which
I received about the 8th of the present month. I am glad to hear that things
are so prosperous around Home, hope they may long continue so0.

My Health is a great deal better this Wéek than it has béen gince
I came here . I begin to feel like myaélf again . Will soon be able for |
dﬁty if 'I have good luck & no backset. I sit up haif the night océaaien&lly
Just to give the Nurses a chance to Sleep. There has been one of them sick
for a week of so past but he is better now. All the patients in our Ward

are doing well now. I could get in for nurse if I just said so but I don't



Ap. 15th '61

between here & there they were put in Hospital h@fe There were so many

of them that a great many of us had to give up our Beds for their accommoda-
tion I got permition to Sleep up at the Oaptains as he has two extra Beds
IAwiil stay here till further orders Will have to report every morning.

I think I will be sent to my Reg't in a few days, if I get along well Some
of the men that.eame up on the Hosp't Train say our Reg't had a fight with the
Guerrillas & that a few of them were taken Prisoners but I can't vouch for

- the truth of the Story I believe I will leave the other page & finish tomorrow

- Friday Meriiing 1l4th E - Ghis is one of the most beautiful mornings I ever saw
in my life Clear & Warm just the kind of a day to plant Cora or in fact to do
anything but loaﬂ round. When Tom gets about forth Acres of ground Plowed &
nicely marked out he may send for me to drive the Planter as I can make a great
deal straiter Rows than he €an .

I don't know when this letter iili get away from town for there is
no communication north There are two Bridges washed away between hereband Naéhp
ville. There has been no T;a}n héfe from that direction since two days ago
% no Mail either I spect I would have had d letter from some of you if the
mail had come regular ThatButter of Nathan's got through just before ﬁhe
bridgéé left. 'I’teli you it is real nice eating. We had light cakes for supper
last night. What do you think of thate I fear I will lose a good home when
I have to go to the front & take it'regular_Soldier féshion I get almost
as good living here as you do if we had old Red here or her Milk we would
not ask any favors of yéu.

I am quite anxious to hear'what'course.the Miniate; persued after
that vote. Your side did beﬁter than I expected they would. I was afraid you
would be cowed down and not vote'atall a8 -has been the case many times Before.
vThe Stiffness certainly would come qut of hiﬁlback when he heard thé electiong

returns. I can't think of anything to write this morning worth redding .



Alexander Keady to Louise Keady

Quincy Illinols
Feb 20, 1866

Sister Lou:

'We sre not very busy this morning so I'll just scratch
you a few lines to you so that you may know that I have not
played out yet We are léeking for orders to fall in for
Muster every minute so you must excuse this child if this
letter is not got up in very good style. Our head quarters
are still at the Broadway House at night and grub up at
the Commissary. We get good Beef Coffee and Sslt Bread
Sometimes Beans, enough for comfort

The reason we dont sleep in the Hall is on account
of the gas in the room There is some defeot in the pipes
thereby making it very unsafe to sleep incthe room, One
of our company died Saturday from the effects of it and
there are any quantity in the hosplital from the same cause
. The expense of sleeping in the Tavern is about 256 cts per
night not enough to pa{ for risking our lives Our
Squad consist of Wakefield and I from Rudnor Isaac Clayton
Andy Grahsm snd John Cameron from Trivolia. They are just
a8 good a Squad as ever went to War There are a great
many wmen here that I knew before I came here Some very
good men and some mean ones. We have all got in Andrews
Co but Cameron he 1s in Snows They are both so good that
we want to go with both I believe I had not got my Blue
when I wrote last We got it Saturday afternocon; afid ship-
ped our clothes (Wakefield and I) to R Emory in Peoria
the same evening it cost us 66 cte aplece for expense and
50 cents for Box,

, Yesterday was rather & curious Sunday for a boy from
the quiet country Military affairs went on just the same
a8 on other days, We had no duty to do except to famm in

and escort the body of our dead comrad to the Depot I
went to Presbyterian meeting at Eleven and Sevem  Yes-
terday heard two good sermons Will go to Methodist Church
tonight Since writing the sbove our Reg had to fall in
to be reviewed by Gen. Prentiss, he read some orders made
gpeech and issued some orders on his own hook among which



Alexander Keady to Louise Keady

Dalton, Georgia ' '
Pridsy May 5, 1866

8ister Lous

I will write you a few lines tonight as I may not have
s, chance to write or mail a letter for some time a8 we are
going to breek up this camp early in the morning and march
to Resacca and Join the Regt. They have orders to march
- for Kingston at 7 dolock on Sundey Morning so we will not
get much rest, I am gtronger and more healthy now than at
any time since I Enlisted and if nothing happenes I hope to
go through all rightle -

‘ We have had a busy time this afternoon packing and
10ading our Camp Egquipage We will not get it near all
along but we have dome our best Most of the stuff left
will have to come off Uncle Sam :

I put my Blanketl over Coat and onme Shirt in a Box
with our First Sargent's Olothes and will express them in
the morning I widbl not get them till he and I get home
but I did not want the expense of shipping alone and 4id
‘pnot want them If I find I need anything I can draw from
the Quartermsster after the March or pick up anything I
went on the Mareh I have had & fine time here since
Sunday, I have no%® hed any letters from anyone since 1
1eft Murfreesboro tut I 1look for some soon If you dont
goet any from me for some time you may ascribe 1t to the
want of Transportation = You may direot by way of Chatt-:
inoops I may get them I must go to Bed and sleep '
ready for the March fo Good Bye.

Alex Keady

Asddressed to-- _
¥iss Louise E. Keady--
Southampton--

Pooria County--
Illinoige=~



the first time since leaving last winter. I viewed

the various Lions of the city Got a new shirt and
socks at the Sanitary Commission, got a nice white
shirt but could not get what I went after which was a
pair of Office Slippers. They gave away the last pair
they had yesterday. The Aid Societies have forsook

the commission so their stock is slim, I drew me a
new palr of pants this morning as my o0ld ones were
beginning to get thin on the backs I got a pair at
Kingston but they were to small so I let one of the
other boys have thems, Will be under the necessity of
renewing my boots when I go on duty out of the Hospital,
I dont feel as though I had wrote enough so Ill stop and

finish tomorrow,
| | Fridey Morning 18--

I must finish this letter this morning and send

" it on the way rejoicing: Ill bet you cant guess where

I went when I quit writing last night You must not

be scared when I say I went to a dance. dont you think
that is a greast place for a soldier to be yet it 1s true
they had quite a number down in one of the large dining
room to which the Clerks were all invited I went over
about 9 o'elock and sat on & bench and watched till I
got aleepy when I sought my couch, There were quite an
array of the Fair ones of the South present, I hear
rumors from various sources of a correspondence between
Barb and & certain Ex Military Officery I can hardly
understand what all these things mean, Think I must
hasten home to regulste things or I will have no home
to go to. Guess Mom and I can win the machine through
if all the rest do desert it, Does Tom still indulge
in the English notions or had. Sally succeeded in winning
his affeections away from Maggie., I see very plainly :
that I am going to be left to trend the old Bachelor
path alone, I advise you to stay with your Maning +i1l1
I come home for I want to help move you off the old

farm if it has to be done.
Alex Keady

Addresged to Miss Louise E, Keady, Southhampton
Peorie County, Illinois---



ganized in Quincy the same time our Reg was Our Co,
was assigned to that Reg. Cap Andrews left or got his
Co transfered to the 151 because he could not get to be
Co A&« You see I came near having to go home this fall,
I think our Reg. will go out in November if there is no
more trouble in the Southe I saw the famous murderer
Champ Furguson this morning He is rather an ugly
looking charscter but does not lcok like the terrible
scoundrel he has been proved to be, 'ill have the pleas-
of seeing him hung some of these days if it is done in

- public.

. My health still continues good am doing well and
never was so fat and stout since I left, your bed and
board The worst thing I miss is some one to wash my
- ghirts - have to wash twice a week as I have only got
2 white shirts yet. will have to wash tomorrow,

o Friday Sept 1
I did not write 3 cents worth last night so will

put in another slip this mornings We had a fine rain
last night and it is raining some yet. It is the first
time the dust has been laid in Nashville for more than
six weeks Sept has come in fine and cool if 1t only
continues, They had another dance here last night
I went over and looked on for a while but did not shake

my toes any

I dont know what to think about the maids getting
married off so if Cynda is gone my last hope must die
out I must apply for a Furlough and come home -and see
about it There is some talk of breaking this hospital
up this month but I dont believe they will as long eas
there are so many soldiers in the field as there are now.
It would be rather hard for me to go back and shoulder
s musket after such & nice time as we have been having,.
I have not stood guard since we were at Enharler Mills
l1ast spring and I dont think I will soon agaein  Musket
Soldiering is played out since the war is over. Recon
Tom and Sam will soon scour up the plows for a vigorous
fall campaign, They are getting slong so nice that I
"dont want to come home and disturb them. Guess I had
better get & position down here I must go to my days

work so good morning to you,

Addressed to Miss Louiss E, Keady, Southhampton
Pooxbs County, Illinois-<=
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