Buried Alive at the Battle of Stones River

We all have fears that seem to have been born with us; fears such as getting too close to the
edge of a roof or being under water or going underground into a deep cave. One such common fear is
that of being buried alive.

Private William Harrison Jones and his brother, Private Calvin Faye Jones of Nunda, lllinois,
enlisted in Company H, lllinois 36th Infantry on August 14, 1861; organized at Aurora, Ill., and “mustered
in” on September 23, 1861. Their regiment moved to St. Louis, Missouri, thence to Rolla, Missouri, on
September 24-29, 1861. The 36" was attached to the Department of Missouri on January, 1862.

In September, 1862 the regiment was attached to the Army of Mississippi; and then to the 37th
Brigade, 11th Division, Army of the Ohio to October 1862 and then the 1st Brigade, 3rd Division, Right
Wing, 14th Army Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to January, 1863. They fought in many battles in
Missouri and Arkansas and were at the Battles of Pea Ridge, the occupation of Corinth, Mississippi, then
into Kentucky including the "Battle of Perryville" on Oct. 8, 1862. They advanced on Murfreesboro,
Tennessee, December 26 - 30, 1862 and were in the "Battle of Stones River".

The Jones brothers were fighting under Brigade General Philip H. Sheridan. Brigade General
Joshua W. Sill was commanding Sheridan’s First Brigade and was killed almost instantly at the opening of
the battle on December 31, 1862. General Sill was killed at an area between Manson Pike and what is
now Medical Center Parkway. The commander of the 36th Illinois, Col. Nicholas Greusel took over for
General Sill, and Major Silas Miller assumed command of the 36 Illinois.

At ten o’clock, the rearmed General Sheridan's Brigades made one more stand, completing what
was probably a decisive fighting retreat that saved the Federal army at Stones River, and one that was
possibly never surpassed during the Civil War. These troops held from ten AM until twelve PM before
retreating from the rocks and cedars that would forever after be called "The Slaughter Pen". Sheridan's
division had lost more than one-third of its fighting force and, without ammunition, had to
counterattack with bayonets to keep the Confederates off its flanks as the unit withdrew.

A few mornings later, a burying crew found William and Calvin Jones. The burying crew buried
the two brothers side-by-side in a shallow ditch because there was frost on both brothers. Later, an old
black man who had come to the Union lines for his freedom and was taking water and food to wounded
soldiers saw the earth moving and got help to free Calvin Jones from his premature grave.

Calvin F. Jones was discharged April 9, 1863 from wounds received at the Battle of Stones River.
Private William H. Jones was removed from the battlefield in 1865 and now rests in Grave N-5569 in
Stones River National Cemetery.

Calvin's descendant, Karol Ohe, visited Stones River National Battlefield on October 5, 2005.
Karol Ohe visited the grave of her great uncle and told us the story from her family’s bible that her
Grandfather owes his life to an old black man, an unnamed hero of the Battle of Stones River.
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Bill
From: "Ron" <rohe@arvig.net>
To: "Bill Lynch" <billydeanlynch@comcast.net>
Sent: Friday, October 14, 2005 9:13 AM
Subject: Re: Civil War- William H. Jones

Bill Lynch,

Thank you very much for all the research you have done for Karol. She is most
appreciative of your interest and all the help you were to us when we were there on
October 5th.

She would like for you to forward the Adjutant General's report to us at:
Karol Ohe
734 Shorewood Drive
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501

Be assured, if she is able to obtain more information about either of the men, she will
forward any documentation to you.

We will reimburse you for any costs incurred for sending the Adjutant General's report.
Again, thank you very much.

Ron Ohe

----- Original Message -----

From: Bill Lynch

To: rohe@arvig.net

Sent: Friday, October 14, 2005 7:06 AM
Subject: Civil War- William H. Jones

Mr. Ohe,

Please forward this information to Karol Ohe. We had talked on the phone
last Tuesday.

| was not able to discover the middle name of William H. Jones, Private,
[llinois 36th Infantry, Company H. Per the Adjutant General's Report for
Enlisted men of Company H;

11/8/2005
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Jones, William H.

Residence: Nunda

Date of enlistment: Aug. 14, 1861
Date of muster: Sept. 23, 1861
Killed at Stone River, Dec. 31, 1862

There is also a Jones, Calvin F.
Residence: Nunda

Date of enlistment: Aug. 14, 1861
Date of muster: Sept. 23, 1861
Discharged April 9, 1963; wounds

Since you told me that

1: The Jones' brothers (Harrison and Calvin) were buried side by side in a
ditch,

2: That Calvin was found by a black man and nurse to health and returned
home to lllinois,

The man buried in grave number N-5569 could well be the relative you are
searching for.

Ranger Jim Lewis and | hope that this information can help you. Please let
me know if there is anything more we can do for you. | think this story is so
very unusual and moving, that | would appreciate any additional
documentation you may have. | will be happy to make a copy of the
Adjutant General's Report and send it to you.

Bill Lynch
2842 Wellington Place
Murfreesboro, TN 37128 (615) 631-0314

Stones River national Battlefield

3501 Old Nashville Highway
Murfreesboro, TN 37 129 (615) 893-9501

11/8/2005
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Bill

From: <SusiCP@aol.com>

To: <rohe@arvig.net>; <billydeanlynch@comcast.net>
Sent: Monday, October 31, 2005 11:14 AM

Subject: JONES Information

William Harrison JONES was brother to Calvin Faye Jones who also served in the same
unit and shared the same parents. Noyes JONES and Susan MADISON JONES recently
learned NOYES JONES father is NOEL JONES. Also learned Silas JONES SR was his
(NOEL JONES )Grandfather.

Family letters gave us that data, we are just missing whom was NOEL JONES father..
Have some clues but not definite data yet.

| am a descendant of Calvin Faye JONES and Hannah YOUNG JONES whom mar in
IOWA. His son Carl Fremont was my Grandfather. Carl's oldest child was my father.

| do have papers and documentation for all of this.
Susan JONES Pentico

619 690 1188

SusiCP

IT's the Indian in me.

11/8/2005



William H. (Harrison) Jones
Grave Number —5569

Private William H. Jones and his brother, Private Calvin F. (Faye) Jones of Nunda, enlisted in
Company H, Illinois 36™ Infantry, on August 14, 1861.

The Adjutant General’s Report shows that Calvin F. Jones was Discharged April 9, 1863 -
wounds; and that William H. Jones was killed at Stones River, December 3 1, 1862.

Mrs. Karol Ohe, of 734 Shorewood Drive, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 on October 5 , 2005 stated:

1. At Stones River, the Jones’ brothers (Harrison and Calvin) were buried side by side in a
ditch.
2. A black man, seeing the earth move, found Calvin and nurse him to health.

Susan Jones Pentico (619) 690-1188 - SusiCP@aol.com:

“William Harrison Jones was brother to Calvin Faye Jones who also served in the same
unit and shared the same parents.

“Calvin Faye Jones and Hannah Young Jones were married in IOWA. Their son, Carl
Fremont was my Grandfather. Carl’s oldest child was my father.

“Noyes Jones and Susan Madison Jones recently learned that Noyes Jones father is Noel
Jones, the grandson of Silas Jones Sr. Family letters gave us that data, we are just
missing whom was Noel Jones’ father.”



ILLINOIS
REGIMENTAL HISTORIES 1001

35th REGIMENT INFANTRY.

Organized at Decatur, Il1l., July 3, 1861, and accepted
by the Secretary of War as G. A. Smith’s Independent
Regiment July 23, 1861. Moved to Jefferson Barracks,
Mo., August 4-5. Mustered in at St. Louis, Mo., Aug-
ust 28, 1861. Moved to Jefferson City, Mo., September
15, thence to Otterville September 25, and to Sedalia
October 15. Fremont’s Campaign against Springfield,
Mo., October 15-November 8. Attached to Dept. of Mis-
souri to January, 1862. 1st Brigade, Army of South-
west Missouri, to March, 1862. 1st Brigade, 4th Division,
Army of the Southwest Missouri, to June, 1862. 1st Bri-
gade, 4th Division, Army of Mississippi, to September,
1862. 32nd Brigade, 9th Division, Army of the Ohio,
to October, 1862. 32nd Brigade, 9th Division, 3rd Army
Corps, Army Ohio, to November, 1862. 3rd Brigade,
1st Division, Right Wing 14th Army Corps, Army of
the Cumberland, to January, 1863. 3rd Brigade, 1st Di-
vision, 20th Army Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to
October, 1863. 1st Brigade, 3rd Division, 4th Army
Corps, to September, 1864.

SERVICE.—Moved from Springfield to Rolla, Mo,
November 13-19, 1861, and duty there till January, 1862.
Curtis’ Campaign in Missouri and Arkansas. Advance
on Springfield, Mo. and pursuit of Price to Cross Hol-
lows, Ark., January 23-February 21. Battles of Pea
Ridge March 6-8. March to Batesville, Ark., April 5-
May 8. March to Cape Girardeau, Mo., May 10-21, thence
moved to Hamburg Landing, Tenn., May 22-25. Advance
on and siege of Corinth, Miss.,, May 27-30. Pursuit to
Booneville May 31-June 12. March to Jacinto June 21-
22, thence to Holly Springs June 27-29. At Jacinto till
August 8. Guard Bear Creek Bridge till August 21.
March to Nashville, Tenn., August 21-September 1,
thence to Louisville, Ky., in pursuit of Bragg, Septem-
ber 2-26. Pursuit of Bragg into Kentucky October 1-15.
Near Perryville October 6-7. Chaplin Hills, Perryville
October 8. March to Nashville, Tenn., October 17-No-
vember 7 and duty there till December 26. Expedition
from Edgefield to Harpeth Shoals and Clarksville No-
vember 26-December 1. Advance on Murfreesboro De-
cember 26-30. Nolensville Knob Gap December 26.
Battle of Stone River December 30-31, 1862, and January
1-3, 1863. Duty at Murfreesboro till June. Scout to
Franklin January 31-February 12. Reconnoissance to
Salem and Versailles March 9-14. Operations on Edge-
ville Pike June 4; Middle Tennessee or Tullahoma Cam-
paign June 24-July 7; Liberty Gap June 24-27. Occupa-
tion of Middle Tennessee till August 16. Passage of
Cumberland Mountains and Tennessee River and Chick-
amauga (Ga.) Campaign August 16-September 22. Bat-
tle of Chickamauga, Ga., September 19-20. Siege of
Chattanooga, Tenn., September 24-November 23. Chat-
tanooga-Ringgold Campaign November 23-27. Orchard
Knob November 23-24. Mission Ridge November 25.
March to relief of Knoxville, Tenn., November 28-De
cember 8. Operations in East Tennessee till January,
1864. At Loudon, Tenn., January 22-April 13. Atlanta
(Ga.) Campaign May 1-August 26. Demonstration on
Rocky Faced Ridge May 8-11. Buzzard’s Roost Gap
May 8-9. Demonstrations on Dalton May 9-13. Battle
of Resaca May 14-15, Adairsville May 17. Near Kings-
ton May 18-19. Near Cassville May 19. Advance on
Dallas May 23-25. Operations on line of Pumpkin Vine
Creek and batfles about Dallas, New Hope Church and
Allatoona Hills May 25-June 5. Pickett’s Mills May 27.
Operations about Marietta and against Kenesaw Moun-
tain June 10-July 2; Pine Hill June 11-14; Lost Moun-
tain June 15-17. Assault on Kenesaw June 27. Ruff’s
Station, Smyrna Camp Ground, July 4. Chattahoochie
River July 5-17. Peach Tree Creek July 19-20. Siege

P AN

. 36th REGIMENT INFANTRY.

Organized at Aurora, Ill.,, and mustered in Septem-
ber 23, 1861. Moved to St. Louis, Mo., thence to Rolla,
Mo., September 24-29, 1861. Attached to Dept. of Mis-
souri to January, 1862. 2nd Brigade, Army of South-
west Missouri, to March, 1862. 2nd Brigade, 1st Divi-
sion, Army of Southwest Missouri, to June, 1862. 1st
Brigade, 5th Division, Army Mississippi, to September,
1862. 37th Brigade, 11th Division, Army of the Ohio,
to October, 1862. 37th Brigade, 11th Division, 3rd Corps,
Army Ohio, to November, 1862. 1st Brigade, 3rd Divi-
sion, Right Wing, 14th Army Corps, Army of the Cum-
berland, to January, 1863. 1st Brigade, 3rd Division,
20th Army Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to October,
1863. 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, 4th Army Corps, to
August, 1865. Dept. of Texas, to September, 1865.

SERVICE.—Duty at Rolla, Mo., till January 14, 1862.
Expedition against Freeman’s forces November 1-9, 1861.
Curtis’ Campaign against Price in Missouri and Arkan-
sas January to March, 1862. Advance on Springfield
February 2-13. Pursuit of Price into Arkansas Febru-
ary 14-29. Battles of Pea Ridge, Ark., March 6-8. At
Keitsville, Mo., till April 5. March to Batesville, Ark.,
April 5-May 3. Moved to Cape Girardeau, Mo., May 11-
22, thence to Hamburg Landing, Tenn., May 23-29. Oc-
cupation of Corinth, Miss.,, May 30. Pursuit to Boone-
ville May 31-June 6. Duty at Rienzi till September 6.
Moved to Covington, Ky., thence to Louisville, Ky.,
September 6-19. Pursuit of Bragg into Kentucky Octo-
ber 1-16. Battle of Perryville, October 8. March to
Nashville, Tenn., October 16-November 7. Duty there
till December 26. Reconnoissance toward Clarksville
November 15-20. Reconnoissance to Mill Creek Novem-
ber 27. Advance on Murfreesboro, Tenn., December 26-
30. Battle of Stone’s River December 30-31, 1862, and
January 1-3, 1863. At and near Murfreesboro till June.
Expedition toward Columbia March 4-14. Middle Ten-
nessee or Tullahoma Campaign June 24-July 7. Occu-
pation of Middle Tennessee till August 15. Passage of
Cumberland Mountains and Tennessee River and Chick-
amauga (Ga.) Campaign August 16-September 22. Bat-
tle of Chickamauga, Ga., September 19-20. Siege of
Chattanooga September 24-November 23. Chattanooga-
Ringgold Campaign November' 23-27. Orchard Knob
November 23-24. Mission Ridge November 25. Pursuit
to Graysville November 26-27. March to relief of Knox-
ville November 28-December 8. Operations in East Ten-
nessee till January, 1864. Regiment Veteranize January
1, 1864, and Veterans on furlough till March. Atlanta
(Ga.) Campaign May 1 to September 8. Demonstration
on Rocky Faced Ridge May 8-11. Buzzard’s Roost Gap
May 8-9. Demonstration on Dalton May 9-13. Battle of
Resaca May 14-15. Adairsville May 17. Near Kings-
ton May 18-19. Cassville May 19. Advance on Dallas
May 22-25. Operations on line of Pumpkin Vine Creek
and battles about Dallas, New Hope Church and Alla-
toona Hills May 25-June 5. Operations about Mariet-
ta and-against Kenesaw Mountain June 10-July 2. Pine
Hill June 11-14. Lost Mountain June 15-17. Assault
on Kenesaw -June 27. Ruff’s Station, Smyrna Camp
Ground, July 4. Chattahoochie River July 5-17. Buck-
head, Nancy’s Creek, July 18. Peach Tree Creek July
19-20. Siege of Atlanta July 22-August 25. Flank move-
ment on Jonesboro August 25-30. Battle of Jonesboro
August 31-September 1. Lovejoy Station September 2-
6. Pursuit of Hood, into Alabama October 1-26. Nash-
ville Campaign November-December. Columbia, Duck
River, November 24-27. Spring Hill November 29. Bat-
tle of Franklin November 30. Battle of Nashville De-
cember 15-16. Pursuit of Hood to the Tennessee River
December 17-28. At Huntsville. Ala.. till Mareh 188K
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