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CAPT. JOHN HARTWELL COLEMAN. .

-GaP'ain-_ Jobn Hartwell Coleman; “of

Hawkins’ Shurpshbotgfs,,Wbodls;»B:fxgagie,
Harde’s Corps, was killed at'the’t

1862.. He was-boen.at Athens, “Alabama, .

: battle-of _
Murtregesboro- on. the- 31st- of December.

His father was Judge

Daniel Coleman,. who.- was: a.,native. of
Caroline county,. Virginia,. being born,at: .

the Concord Xcademy, and

who emigrat- -

ed to Alabama about 1819, whew Ala- "

bama became a S ate: His-father was for

wards on. the S,up_rcme}‘Be;nc}] ot the!
His mother was Elizabeth - Lo¢

- s Wil sbornein Notthampio
county, North:.Carolina :

11&-was-educated . at” the: Athens Male -

Academy uniildie was: about- fifteen: years-
old; when he entered the ,FJgnéncg,'.NVesg-f
Iyan University, it Fior ce,  Alabaraa;

R Rivers; D1
Hee-pursued” his. académi 's,xpd"ie:s“w:.l
gg‘gaffs,@xl'cg 8, and graduat k

having reccived the first honor and beirg
selected by virtueof that honor to- deliver
the valedictorv. ™ After saving college he

studied law at.the University of \Kirgviu‘i’y.‘:'t

during the sessio-n.pl’iS_;‘;-S; In 1839 he-
sttended jthe law school of Chaneelior
Wade Keysat-Montgomery, AlTaand’in
1860 he was licensed to practice law. He
had just begun:the practicezof law:-as- the )
war between lh,eﬂ_UniLéd States and Con-
federate Statebbegan, He did not @vait for-
the organizing.of a company at his own -
home. but joined a volunteer 'company
already organized, calléd 1the Madison:

Rifles; " from-Huntsville, Ala-, and:went .

with them :in: March, '61, to occupv Fort-
Morgan, on the Guif, e remamed with
that company as a private soldier for sev—

eral months, until he was appeinted
Brigade Commissary. [le served as.
Brigade  Commissary  until A prit,

1852, when he resigned and became Cap-—

tain in 1Lawking' Sharpshoeters. He was’
leading his company m a8 charge against
the:endmy, wiign he fl!, morrally swounds-
ed.” Il¢ was carried to the Methodist
church in Murireesboro, wheresy hospiral

for the Confederate wounded had been es-

. Country’s

- trusted in God,

“One of Alabama’s noblect .

» has fallen a-victf:i]i;ozio?:l?ta}t(::n%f;?%qs
country. fohn H, Coleman was 2 son l?‘
the late Hon. Daniel Colemar, - of t}:)e
Supreme Court Bench.. He wag like his.'-i
ather, of that heroic, Roman mould that
8ave strength and -solditv to . his w:vho!e
tharacter He was .a._finished scholar

Braduating at college "with the highest
Onors, He was, for his years, an accom.-

plished lawyer, and gave promise of great

Success at .the 'Bar, Enthusiastic' in hig

tgmp,erament, he was a strong and faithful

friead, = devoted and loving brother and

Son. But his beautiful p.triotism shone:

brightest of ail his star virtues, With him

patriotism wss a principle ot -Christiah.
duty. . He did not court  the glory of -the’
battlefield, bat simplv soaght to discharge -
his duty. When the alarm -of ‘invasion
was-sounded; he - was the-first: to volunteer
from his county, and" joined:the. ranks” of
the Madison' Rifles to'go to tlié sands of

Pensacola. Thus had he served.- ‘his

cause twentv-two . months,

Alabama has Tost scores of noble sons - in.

this war, but noue will'the lament more

dcaply than the young and gifted Cole~
man; But his friends shouid not weep for
him. He has died a noble death; and
bx)ve:all,Aand:,the:cmwning _virtue of his-

Aife, he wass. a. Cliristian- and feared God,

He 10ld his brother, who leaned over his
dving manly form and asked him ‘f - he
‘Oh, yes. I feel that 1
haye: done -my. duty. to my country. I

‘have alwavs tried to do .my duty to my
‘Ged—my trustis in Him.’
-solation!
~his country’s defensi!”-

... His last dying words, quoted above, are,

Reautiful con-
Yooung Christian hero slain for

insceibed upon the tomb which inarks.the: -
spot where he sleeps, in the littie ceme-
tery at Athens, Another contemporan=-.

--eous- tribute to his memory is worthy of

‘being recorded in this little sketch;

“Among the noble army of martyrs, de
veloped by the present revolution, |I}e
name  of Capt John II. Coleman will
stand conspicuous, He fell on the battle~
fieid befor: Murfret shoro, mortally wound-
«.i, while leading eon.his. men to ‘victory
or death.’ Gifted, youthful, piovs, he was
the pride of his family and the jov of
his widowed mother’s heart. To add to
the sorrow of this bereavement. he'was on
the eve of his marriage to one everv way
worthy of his noble heart and hand.”

There iﬂ‘nmhing that the writer of this
Jittle sketch, his brother, can add to these
tributes written by unknown hands. But

this one thought cemes out of the long

yvears now passed since his “life blood
ebbed away.” He fell ere the greatest
hardships-of the war had come,and he wus
spared all of the hardships and trials that
came alterdefeat.

*Oh, Soldier to thy honored rest
‘T'hy truth and valor wearing;
The!bravest are the tenderest,
The loving are tha daring.”
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Hdqrs, Hawkins' Sharpshooters,
Wood's Brig,, In Front of
Chattanooga, Cctober 6, 1863,

Capt. O. S. Palmer, -
Asst, Adjutant Genersl,

Captain: I have the hoﬁbr to suBmit the following repoft of the part
taken by Hawkins' sharpshooters in the battle of Chickamauga September
1y and 20: _ i — 4 ‘

o On Saturday, September 17, were ordered from wherewe had en-
camped the night before, and began the march for the battlefield about
11 a, m, We marched leisurely, and did not reach the field until 5

“ P. 1, About half an hour was consumed in arranging the lines, when we

were ordered forward, The battalion moved forward inm line with the
brigade, Its position was on the right of the Thirty-second and Forty-.
fifth Liississippi Begiments, and we were ordered to conform our line _
to that of Brigadier-General Polk's brigade, on our right, ¥%e did not
move far before we met the enemy's line of battle, sheltered behind

a fence, They engaged us hotly for some time, but finally gave way

- before the impetuosity of our troops, They fell back across the- field -

“.in much confusion, We continued to advance, and had gone about a mile,

and formed. again -in the edge of the woods on the other side, By this B

time night had come on, and the position of. the enemy could only be told. -
by the blaze of their guns, The last position was H&ly contested by S
the enemy, but they again gave way, and this time they ‘sebmed to Dbe

when,. on-account of darkness, we were ordered to halt and throw out
skirmisheres in fronftce of the line, Company B, commanded by myself,

was ordered to be deployed 400 yards in advance of the line and to unite
with the skirmishers from Colonel Lowrey's regiment (Thirty-second and
Forty-fifth lississippi), S0 as to double the line, This company was

deployed and remained m in this position during the whole night, We

were within hearing of the enemy, they being not more than 40C or 500
yards from us, They seemed busily occupied in felling trees and chopping,

ZThe enemy did not advance, and there was no firing during the night,

Early the next morning this company was relieved by the other

'company of the battalion, viz, Company &, commanded by Capt, T. ¥. Ste-
ger, and my company returned to its position on the right of Colonel

Lowerey's regiment, e remained thus all the fore part of Sunday mxx
morning, receiving our rations and eating breakfast. quietly, About
10,38 »9%lock we were again ordered forward, and moved in quick time,
and part of the time at double-quick time, until we ascended a ridge
and came in contact with the enemy's line concealed behind their log
breastworkd, There was so litile protection here, , the trees bveing
very scattering, that smk our men were ordered* to lie down, The :
engagement soon became furious, The enemy's shot and shell'plowed'through
our ranks with telling effect, and owing to their protected. position

I do not think we injured %them much in return, We remained here sbout
an hour and a helf, The brigade on our right had been repulsed and had
given way some time before, Ve soon heard that the left of our brigade
nad also given way, and the left of the Thiry-second lississippi, ow-
ing to tnis fact, I suppose, soon began to give back, but, by the



gallantry of the colonel, the regiment was soon steadied in its positionm,
notwithstanding its ranks and.those of our own: little command were being
fearfully thinned by the enemy's deadly fire, It was soon discovered

that it was useless to remain where we were, snd upon hearing Colonel
Lowrey give the command: to rise,up and about face, I repeated the

game command to-my company, and ordered it to conform to - -the movements

of his regiment. Owing to the gallantry and coolness of Colonel Lowrey,
his regiment fell back in fine order, and this inspired my own company
(which was all of the battalion now, the other company jveing deployed

as skirmishers) so thatiit x fell back also in good order, The good

order preserved under so hot a fire was remarkable. - , 3

. While we were upon the ridge many brave and gallant men were

killed and wounded, and it give me pain to state that it was here I
. lost.a brave and gallant brother, Second Lieutenant R. V. Coleman, of
"Company A, who fell pierced with four mortal wounds while nobly discharg-
ing his duty, I have the consolation to hope that his pure young spirit
is happy with the God he delighted to serve while on earth, He is the
.second” brother who has fallen with the command, ) ~

- The -men, with bPut few exceptions, behaved well and stood to

their posts. ' ’ E ' A o ,

I would not make imyidkowiw any invidious distinetions, but I
would mention Third Sergt. R. L. Finley and Corporal iiallis, of Company
B, as-acting with peculiar bravery; also Sergeant Cunningham, of Company

4, who fell discharging faithfully his duty as a:'soldier, The former,
~-Sergeant Finley, is in every way worthy of promotion,
e - I regret to state that while we were falling back from our po- .
 Sition the gallant commgnder of the.battalion, Maj. A. I, Hawkins, while
. reluctaiitly moving back with my company and exhorting the men to keep - =
- good order, had his leg shot off with a cannon ball, The service will -
lose for-a time, if not permanently, a cocl, brave, and useful officer,#
- After we fell back the command was not under fire any more until
late in the evening, when Captain Steger's company was sent out in
front of our lines and skirmished about an hour with the enemy, He lost
no men, and night coming on, and the enemy having given way on all sides,
the engagement ceased, - ’
' ' . Respectfully, )
- Daniel Coleman, Captain, S -
- ~ Commanding Sharpshocters,

%‘Major Hawkins' wound ﬁroved fatal,
Official Récorda, Series 1, vol, XXX, Part £ II, p. 172,

-
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_ VOLUME 33. MissISSIPPI TROOPS (CONFEDERATE) — INFANTRY.
__ RECORDS OF EVENTS
386 SUPPLEMENT

387
iationed near Dunlap, Tennessee, July-August 1862.
Officers of Company B " The sharpshooters of the Fourth Brigade, Third Division,
my of the ?mmm.mmaﬁuw was first organized as a Pioneer Com-
ny for Third Brigade, Third Division, Army of the Mississippi
Corinth, Mississippi, May 21, 1862, by General Orders No. 7
15, 1862. The company acted as pioneers until July 1,
2, at which time they were changed to sharpshooters. The
of this company were transferred from the regiments of the
rd Brigade, Vviz.: Thirty-second Mississippi Regiment and
fourth Tennessee Regiment. This company is well drilled

11 armed and well disciplined and ready to do very efficient
as sharpshooters.

John H. Coleman, Capt., killed December 31, 1862

Daniel Coleman, Capt.
Harry Vasser, 1st Lt. 3
Henry Bethea, 2nd Lt.

Field and Staff
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ber 31, 1862.
j llahoma, Tennessee, December 31,
mﬁ&_ﬁmﬁ%ﬂﬂﬂ M.mx deceased soldiers of the organization named a
for the quarter ending December 31, 1862.
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A. T. HAWKINS

Captain,
Inspector and Mustering Officer.

Stationed at Normandy, Tennessee, March-April 1863.

?

Station not stated, May-October 1863.

at Murfreesborough, Tennessee, November-December
Regiment

d from Bridgeport to Allisona.
2.— Arrived at Allisona.
Company A 2,— Left Allisona.
e 24— Got to Shelbyville.
. , Mississippi, June 1862. - :
wmmwcum% nw.maaﬂm MHNB@ any K%mmoap& for the purpose e 5.— Left Shelbyville.

3 .Got to Triune.
Vi 31 R : WE«W i , — Were attacked at Triune and fell back to
T .M .I.Wﬁnw%awwufw Hmwmw the road between Ba ¢h
June 4.— Lett bak
Tupelo, MississipPl.
__Reached Tupelo. . ) .
H::w.wm_wm company rendered omm.n_ma mmmsa Hﬂmwﬁw
+<e they would have been impassable. 11
,_ wﬁhﬁm omémzm for the brigade, procuring m.m_
VT i ids fair to becob
:<cipline is good, etc., and bi .
wmmw_u%w nmpwﬁwmgoﬁm. The men comprehend th

yery readily.

— Arrived there Monday morning, December 29.
line of battles on the right.

ust at night on Tuesday, December 30, we were

of the line of battle.

o) %&bommmw morning, December 31, marched
inst the enemy. Got under fire about sunrise

,_.b scarcely any intermission until night. We




