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CHAPTER XIX. .

Col. James G@. Jonesas Brigade Commander — Back to
Nashville—Capt. James L. Orr as Brigade-Quar-
termaster— Three Days Battle of Stone River—
Sketches of Lieut. Col. Jaines M. Shanklin
and General John Beatty.

%7 HEN the road leading from Louisville to Nash-

) ville was reached again, we went into camp for

2 general overhauling and reorganization of our division.
The absence, from wounds, of General Lytle mado it neces-
sary for the selection of another commander for our brigade,
which upon its reorgamzatlon consmted of four regiments,

viz.:

The Fort,y-Second Indiana, Fifteenth Kentucky, Third
Ohio and Eighty-eighth Indiana. * Col. James G. Jones

being the senior colonel, he succeded to the command, and’

at once drew on the Forty-second;for two staff oﬁicers,
namely Capt. James L. Orr for Bngade Quartermaster,
and the writer of this for Ordinance officer and Inspector,

both of whom entered upon the discharge of their duties

at once. Major-General Lovell H: Rosseau remained in
command of the division. All th‘e-qommands ~compara-
tively speaking, were re-equipped.. Phere weré no com-
panies, perhdps. in the brigade whose guns were all of the
same caliber: for those who had the old 69-calibre musketg
at the start,altered from flint-locks te percussions,had when
opportunity offered exchanged them for Engfield rifles, or
for new muskets of 58-calibre,so it made it very difficult
to supply them with ammunition!" It was highly neces-
sary, therefore, for uniformity of cahbre to be obt,amed in
every regiment. &0
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| This work was not complcted unnll after reacm

; Nashville again, which was in the first part of Deoembew :
where the Army of the Cumberland took shape, a.ngv
yuring the moenth of December rapidly prepared for actw&a
perations against the enemy, then: entrenched and forbg
ad'at " Murfreesboro. The orga:mzamon of ~the .wh
yWas: pushbd with all posslble*t}élerlty that efflcienc :
“would-admitof. Thetroops Were provided with ~ excé}- ¢
lent quarters, ‘and kept in the best of spirits, 8o When theé
~ofder to advance came every soldier took up the line- of®
march with full confidence of .success in chastising ! g
nd his diglodgment from Murfreesborow, - - “

“bri ,o.haﬁd division to. wh;ch»t‘he Fort.y-second"}
_,,,jbglonga&" mbved An’ the center, by way of Lavergne, a.nd:t
3 t,hé'%urn ike entountéring, the rebel advance pickets:
place - 1ast hamed.: The-late heavy Tains had
‘guntrv about La.vergne with water,
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e :gg)ﬂnjoi December that gur brigade: rea.e
: army, then in position, confrontify
ﬁbe in:line of battle along the banks of Stone rivef
‘»{zl;a,ce in the center .covering the. tur
ilroad leadmg into Murgre@sboro
AT la.nd vfere comg:

VD,h f,he ‘morhing of _the 31st the enemy: massed his forces™
~ 4 'onthe r.xght and - his plans were so well laid that before.ﬁ
" are-mfo:‘oexﬂants could reach General McCook his whoja@

-was driven with more or less confusion, but at. from g
2 10 o'olock a. m. his troops resisted the rebel advan

“with greaﬁ bravery, contestmg everv inch of grou;!i $ts
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until sufficient re-inforcements were ‘thrown forward to
check the advance.

It was about 9 o’clock a. m. of that day that Ma]or~ Bl
Generals Thomas-and-Rosseau rode to Col. John Beatty i
3d Obhio, then ‘commander_of the bngade and ga,v; :
orders for the occiipancy of 4 eedar wood to the: right.of -
the turnpike. Quickly the oommand was in pos:tlon and ]
instructed to throw up such temporary breastworks as *
they could make from fallen trees, and then to lie down
for the advance “of the. rebels, thén advancing: directly -
toward our rxgh&t}entef. “Phis done- with the Flfteenth
Kentucky on the right of the bngade, it was not ‘more L
than ten minutes. mml a heavy volley-of musketry was |
heard, and then shooting-all a.lontr ‘the brigade. line fora ’
few moments, which, after t;hat mcasurab]v ceased. |
Upon Colonel Beatty sendinga staff-officer to the rlght to
see what was dome, and “haL to do, the Fifteenth Ken-
tucky could not be found,nor any trace of the regiment
had: ,As thexre wa.sa.,. £gap of. seventy-five or a ~hundred
yards between each regiment, through the dense woods
of pine trees and-tieunderbrush, and amid the smoke of |
battle, it was impossible for one reglment to know in
detail wbat the other wasdoing.. The sequel proved that
the rebels; axmxn‘g“a flank movément on our ‘brigade to
the right, hiad -been observed’ bv the: Fifteenth- Kentucky
and a heavy volley “of’ mnsketa'y was poured into. their
ranks, which was- regnmed by the enemy with *galling
effect. Col. Foreman, the brave and chivalrous officer
commanding the Fifteenth Kentucky, had been killed in
the attempt to rally his men who had been thrown into
confusion by this sudden action; and Major II. ¥. Kalfus,
upon whom the gommand then devolved, had ordered a |
precipitate retreat “of the regimeut, leaviug the dead |
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boales of Col. Foremanand comrades on the field, at on
ioocupmd b_) the rebels. Of May)r Kalfus more willd

feds'rahes Were still rd,pldly movmg tbrough the" wqod
order tZz gnm our rlght and rear, so as to completely

.a?olptmn, now in open view of the enemy, was perform
ith. f:he greatest coolness by ofhcers and men. _.I g

1der heaxy fire as that evmced by ofﬁcers % allig
¢ ,mnks”ls unusual very unusual stclplme dldAta

s »seventy to one hundred yards apart.. For
; -?Q thése three regiments, Ewhtv-elo'hth Indlana,T

mnmr—held thelr posmons then General Hazen s bn :
‘of regular troops was sent in to re-enforce us. - Lieuts
Qolonel,«Shanklm commanding the Forty-second,
’ggawi mosl gallant;lv. bad his home shot under hxm

&
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For two hours more the brigades fought a most des-
perate fight, maintaining their groand, bat with heavy
soss. The enemy from a review of the ppsition after: the
battle was all over was punished much moreseverely, hows .
ever. It was about 4 o’clock p. 3 before these troops were
ordered out, making the actual fighting time that day
for the Forty-second abontseven boaurs and thxrty mmufea o
The commands then retired tothe rear of the main- line, -
and across the railroad and turnprke. During this tlme .
the federal lines had been reformed, and readjusted and -
fixed in the curveof a borsesboe—reserves Oc:cuPymgt};g 21
center of the curve—with thirty pieces, of artlﬂéry
massed in the nght center, calibersix and twelve pounders, ;
Lieutenant Van: Pelt,” commanding Loomis’ famots
battery of six steel pieces, occupied the right. When all}
our troops in front of this new lme had been withdrawn the
enemy made a bold and rapid advance. ItWas notuntil.
they had approached to within perbaps two hundred yards’
of our new line that the order.to fire with: a.rtrxl}ety ¢ _' .
The pieces were “all doubleshotted. with' “grape ” ;

** canister.” The enemys lines, wow in full view, were .
mowed down like grain before a reaper, whnle om'
infantry, then entrenchéd béhind fallen tree
road ties, were, comparatwely safe, and were:
most destrucfive fire mbo the mbd’s ranks:: 5
scene of “carnage and death,” rarely witnessed, but
when once seen never fo béfmgottcn The chromcler
of these sanguinary events ‘was an eye-witness, having
taken position with Lieutenant Van Telt, on the rlght
center. But the advancing foe was not easily checked.-
As soon as one line of troops melted away ‘under
this terrific fire' of cannon ahd small arms, another was
ready to take u;s pla,oe i 'f«he;saeue whlcb lasted for

|
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- near an hour was indescribable. No pen cam éd‘é.
quate]y pictare it.  Our loss in that particular part off
the. battle was comparatwelv small, but for the rebéfs :
13 Was almost like riding - & ;
.~ + * Intothe-mquth of hell— -
; Into the-juws of death.” =
“~ ~Caunop'to the right of thern,
Cannon tq the:leftof them,
.Cannpn in front:of them .
* Volleyed and thundered,—
' ‘Stormed at with’ ‘shot and shell.” -
Bgt onward -and: sfill advaneing,’. tha Tebals cam
M_gmy of “their soldiers threw- ngn ﬂiau-' afms whem
: : thick underbrush ; and under.cover-of that and the sme
of the guns ‘actually crawled on hands and knees to o
hne, and gave-themselves up as ptisopers of war.
“:;Bat .why linger upon a scene that even a faint idea:
ajch,-can not. be pen-pictured; or word-painted? Th
ot ‘the purpose of these papers, but. to revive :
*living the:nemory. of the-past; and call upa remé
) uce_of the gallent men-of thae old- Forty-second, w
Al 'there. -~ This scene closed the ﬁrst dav s fighting
he battle of Murfreesboro. -
“The second: day, §hmFort.y=second with the -brig:
ook its ‘reguldr -place in the centér proper, and on t
vont line. It was appax;ent. plamly {rom the‘enem
,.gémii;s ‘that day that he had béen badly pumshed Frig
axmrpme to noon,and from'{npon till night, the rep
- were feelmo of our line. On the right.a feint would -
. »made, then on the left, then on the center ; and thus~
. through the whole day; but no geperal attack was mades
The horseshoe shape of our line gave great adva.ntagé 4
;ogx army.. Reinforcements conld be thrown in-a ve
tmef ume from rxght to -left, —-—from the hollow ‘of A

o TR
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nter or anywhere, the distance being
Ul mfm):r\x gz:??gii to our left not to exceed three- fourths
x:cn :1(1)1le at any time, while to reinforce any part of.
'he?rc the rebel troops were compelled to. move from a-
Je and a half to threa miles.” Thus, though General.
I:{] gook’s corps had been driven in the morning of the
;u‘it day, the mlhtary pvositxon of our army on ‘the
cecond was by far the more advantageous. -
An incident may not beamisshere. On the first day o :
the fight, Colonel Gareschea, General Rosecrans’ chlef-oé- ;
<iaff, was killed on the field, and when near ‘his comm;ml -
ing general shot. through the head. Onthe nmht(;) the
1st of January, 1868, at .General TRosecrans’- headquar-
ters mass was ceiebrabed the. generm s brother oﬁicxat,l;\g_z;t
All that night the two armies kept up a brisk ]pxlc \ed
firing, while occasionally the darkness would be hig ;ttel
up by cannonading and an artillery duel. These artil-
lery duels, it ‘may properly “be remarked perhapsy are
awfully grand tolook at, especially when the observer is
pot in range. In that eveu’t‘they are almost too exciting
for the grandeur to bave the proper appreciation. Ed
The third day.of the battle was in all respects—view ;
from the center ’anifront—«—the dame as the second, unti
about 3 o rolock . M., when it was definitely known that
to cover his retreat, or the beginning: of the evacuation of
Murfreesboro, it had been decided to throw a heavy body
of men against General Crittenden’s corps, occupy ing our
left and covering Murfreesboro. Immediately re-enforce-
ments were thrown to the Jeft, and for near three .hours
the battle raged with unabated fury. This pamc\;lar
engagement the Forty-second, ‘did not figure in. After
half or three-quarters of an heur, -the enemy began to
give way on his :clght, our: cavalry and mfantr; pressing
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lim hal‘xi and pursuing rapidly. Inan bourthe rebé
d been straightened out, and Murfreesboro, some
mifes away, was pmcuca]ly uncovered. It was the

x aga,m rendered the most valuable service,-

‘parﬁcjﬂarly grand for our army because iﬂ;‘,

< ﬁﬁ ~Though the loss on the federal side was- he
‘the objective point of the army was then'ga

‘g _wcld“smg"‘half hour of the battle was partic
Biting for- ithe reserves. Staff and regimental

dshing to the rear with captured rebel flaes
alf dozen, then the gallant « boys in blue”
\d won the day. A scene of wild enthusiai
filerous cheering arose from the reserves so long,
‘d,gthat the sound even of the *din of battl
113 ’i.ﬂeadened by the ]ovousshouts of these_

P, E T , was the signal also for an outb
_ 181 qstlc cheermtr louder and yet louder.

t of the center. About mldnwht he s
,\’Tie headquarters to report that the
1ting a battery of artillery so near that thi
of their officers could be distinctly heard, an
t re-ifforcements. The writer of this was af

Fto-report to Major-General Thomas, whic

aﬁmxhst,emnv attentively General Thom
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Colonel Shanklin, an hour later another request came

ith thesame report, with the additional that he believed.:
= eciment of rebel cavalry were also in his front, with the..
an;a%: try and artillery. Once more: tlﬁschromc]er’mformed*' :
i

General Thomas of the supposed situation, buti)e was, or
appeared to be, ‘annoyed, and only answered wit

egphasw “Tell Lieutenant-Golonel Shankhn to hold tiler
position at-all hazards.” True soldier as be was, he had -
but one thing to do, and that was.to obey. orders. The
fight came on in the darkness. It was sharp and destruc-

tive of life on both sides. The rebels had a section of"

artillery, the Forty-second had nof.. Our loss in that
thirty or forty minutes’ engagement was almost equal to
that of the seven hours-and "thirty minutes of the first
day. The command was overpowered ; and, acting under
the impression that the rebel force was much greater than
it was, retreated to the main line, a: ‘distance of about one
thousand yards, but  Lieutenant-Colonel Shanklin and a -
number of privites were captured. No better.or braver
officer ever gave . word of command in any regiment
than Col. J. M. Shanklin.

At daybreak, the enemy; which proved, as evndently
General Thomas 'knew it to be only the rear guard to the
rebels to cover a retreat from Murfreesboro, was gone, and
by sunrise our forces in part ha.d occupied the place.
This ended the battle of Murfréesboro, the Forty-second
almost the first in the fight, and of the last to fire ashot at
the enemy in that engagement. So far its record has
proven to be one not to be ashamed of. Let us see what
1L is in the future. o ol

The loss of the regiment at this battle was “in killed,
wounded and missing, one hundred and ﬁft,y' oﬁicers a.nd
men. Of the dead len It ba md

e
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"‘B@ét, there is no ﬁrouder grave :
* Even'in this proud clime.” IR, -
ill'not be amiss here, ‘and. it is but: doing - sim
Oapt. Jas; L7 Oir; of Evansville, to say-tHlfs
as Brigade‘quattermaster ke was, as-all. qudd
vorg; a ¢ nprcoribatant”” in arnty parlaucs;in
% b ‘his“éitizen clerk, Mr: Jamés K. Patterst
.. thé field with Qolomel: Beatty’s: staff, and shared 1

thiokest and hottess of the'fight.

g i
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rendered it on the ground that it was'not fair Tor hj
“*i¥ide goifar. The ﬁ-ex,'t;‘?bn%’]éarn' iell a: better reasons
.. ever. Comrade Allison often attributes the lengt
~ legsio the ride he took on'that kbrés,”

Tt has often been remarked 5f  the ‘sceming dispropar:
tion of soldiers’ legs to their bodies; and this brinps:
thind » disGussion once had between some personsias
- “the properlength of a man’s legs, relatively with

. The_matter Was referred to Preidént Lincoln, who:
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‘1 never gave the matter a great deal of thought, but am . -
of the opinion a man’s legs should. be long eno'ugh e
reach from his body to the ground.” : i
* e * A * * 4

While the battle of Murfreesboro-was. mging, as our
brigade lay in reserve one afternoon, late in the day an
officer’s horsg was-kiﬂéd"by:‘a cannon ball in thé.;:ﬁi.idst(ofu“ i
comrades of the Forty-second, and before the blood
had ceased to circulate in the animal, so hungry were the-

boys that they cut steaks from the dead animal and brofled =
them for supper. St T, T s T
* *. * * " *

While t_,hp battle was raging, one day, a brigade of the - -
enemy passing the immediate front of the Forty-second was
observed to be dressed in blue clothes. They ‘marched
leisurely by the right flank, and.-by. many were mistaken |
for Union soldiers, and among the number thus deceived . |
was Captain Cockrum, commanding Company.F. Not - :
wishing to take any risks of firing into our. own men
Captain Cockrum ordered Win. Jotes, of Company -E,-With"--
others to cease firing, as it was believed the men passing
were federals. Mr. Jones ceased leng enough to look -
batkam] gay; . & iL R L 3T iy

“Tell them to*take off their ‘d——d white blankets,
and then I willquit firing.” Then resumed his work of
shooting. s (e Y o

The supposed federals soon' faced to the front and
beggn pouring into the ranks of the Forty-second a most
galling fire. Private Jones was up” on the white blank- . -
ets and was not deceived. k »
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SPILLARD F. HORRALL.

The above-mentioned—the author of this book—was born
May 22, 1829, in Veale township, Daviess county, Indiana.
He was married, January 27, 1853, to Jane Crabbs, and to
that union seven children were born, five sons and two
daughters. :

His early life was passed on a farm, in agricultural pur-
suits, and during that time he had the advantage of the

country schools as they were at that day. In the '5u's he.

became a student at the Asbury University, Greencastle,
Indiana, where he took a delles-lelires or scientific course of
study, including the languuges, and afterwards for several
years was employed as a teacher in schools, the most import-
ant of which was in the capacity of principal of an acudemy at
Benton, Ill., home of Gen. John A. Logan then.

Iis parents and grandparents were by birth South Caro-
linians, but were of the earliest settlers in Daviess county,
Indiana. Iiis grandfathe:, William Horrall, was a Revolu-
tionary soldier, and his father, Thomas Horrall, a soldier of
the War of 1812.

The subject of these remarks drifted into journalism in
1857, in Washington, Ind., continuing the profession of
editor until 1861, when in October of that year he entered
the United States service as Secongd Lieutenant of Company
G, 42d Indiana, and in due course of changes was pro-
moted to be captain of that company, holding such comn-
mission when, on September 16, 1864, by reason of disubili-
ties from service, and severe sickness, he retired from active
field service, but was employed, upon partial recovery, in
the oftice of the Provost-Marshal-General, at Indianapolis,
until very near the close of the war, Since the war he has

CAPT. S. F. HORRALL.
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chiefly been engaged in his chosen profession as a journal-
ist ; and now resides in \Vashington, Indiana.

Nearly two years of his military life was employed as a
staff officer—inspector—on the staff of Brigadier-General

~ Johu Beatty, now of Columbus, Ohio.

In journalism, after the war, this gentleman, as local
reporter on the Daily Journal, Evansville, Indiana, was one
of the editorial and reportorial staff of Col. Jno. . Foster,
now Secretary of State. He has ever indulged a feeling of
justifinble pride that his former chief in journalism has
won such honor and distinction in diplomatic relations; as
well as the fact that his military trainer, Col. Chas. Denby,
U. S. Minister, Peking, China—likewise from Evansville,
Indiana—has also won distinction as a successful diplomat.
It is not often any city is 8o honored by fwo of its citizens—
or a State, as to that matter.
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L LOUAN ik JESSE
Vs by the peasothile course of Nature, it there had been no army con-
ditons, to pomt o earelier period to lite tor the author ol this book--he
fects that its prepstion and publication will be among his last acts in the
At ol Die socthe aboyve weonp is presented here, simply as nn objeet lesson
tocnmpeess upon b theshildren of soldicrs and eomrades, of the $2d Tadiana pare-
trevlar by, the highe worth ol being sons aund danghters of yveterans: =to transmit
to them ol possible the zead, patriotisim, and love of country that stimnlated
ther father to decds of honor, and theirmothers to great sacritices, togave the
Naton, A say el Noton, s priceless hevitage, s price was paid in hlood,

CoSonne thanes sore worthless,  others so good,

Ihat Nations who buy them pay only in blood.™

FORTY-SECOND REGIMENT, 281

THE AUTHORS VALEDICTORY.

Comrades, the aunthor, as you have noticed, no doubt, has
uged some precantion at least in the use extravagantly of the
pronoun I, regarding himself and the deeds accomplished.
Possibly the comrades will pardon a personal allusion under
the above head. Tt is in relation tn u single occurrence
while the regiment was in the cedar woods in the fight at
Stone river. [f vou remember as well as the anthor docs,
about the time comrade McCallough killed Dr. TTornbrook’s
pack-mule, for falsely representing that Ze and not D
IHHornbrook was assistant surgeon of the regiment by taking
protection under what the dumb brute clearly was thinking
was o hospital llag; that, together with the dead mule, the
Liogpital, Dr. Hornbrook, etc.. the rebels captured the brigade’s
ammunition wagon, as well.  You will remember that this
writer was ordinance officer, as well as hricade inspector. You
can’t fail to remember that many of vou reported having shot
away vour sixty rounds of cartridge. Tt was just then this
anthor—or your ordinance oflicer—received imperative
order to get a hox of ammunition into the cedar woods
quickly. Noclay-bank colored horse madebetter time; though
the ammunition train was more than a fourth of amile away, in
ten minutes the ammunition was on the way to the front. on
the pommel of your ordinance officer’s saddle: but it being so
heavy, and diflicult to balance on such a pinacle, the ground
throngh the field to the cedar woods was not covered so
quickly, but the ammunition was on time, and vou never
gobbled a hen-roost, my comradeg, half as quickly, nor cagerly,
asyou did that bhox of ammunition which you vallantlv sent to

B S g
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the enemy withh your compliments, forcing him back in that
“wecond and more furious assault” by the enemy, of which
Gieneral Deaty speaks in hig report.,

Gioing to the cedar woods, the writer passed Geuerals Rose-
crans, Thomas und Rousseau, with their staffs in a group,
and a remark by one of these generals, regarding the peril of
such a ride, obliquely to the left in full view, and easy
range of the enemy, was overheard. "This had no especially
nerve-quieting influence, however, except in the fact that
your ordinance officer was trying to do something and these
generals noticed it.

After delivering the ammunition near a spot where com-
rade J. C. Allison lay pretty badly hurt, a supplemental
order was to be obeyed, which embraced the re-covering or
re-tracing of the same route. Strange as it may seem, going
to the cedar woods not a shot whistled near the ‘‘under-
signed " as heard.

Oneorder obeyed, it was only left to fulfil the supplement.
Bracing in the saddle, the woods were cleared, the spur
rowels sunk into the side of “0ld Clay-bank”—now put on
his mettle—reached his length at every jump. Once he
humped his back so unceremoniously, us to half unseat his
rider forward, and once he shook his head desperately.

Nearing the group of generals referred to—duty lay beyond
them—the horse’s speed was slackened so as to properly salute
when each of these major-generals grasped in turn the hand
of your second lieutenant ordinance oflicer, my comrades, and
said words so complimentary that this author felt prouder
than ever. Indeed he has not read of any one who felt as big—
if we except I"itzhugh, of Texas, who, when made a fourth or
fifth subordinate of a subordinate door-keeper in the United
States Iouse of Representatives—wrote home to his Texas
friends, saying : ““I'm a d—d sight bigger man than old
Grant.”

e At g
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Upon examination it was found ‘* Old Clay-bank ™ had been
shot obliquely across the root of the tail. That made him
|:|lm,| B bk, A st hadl L i el through one ear,
That made him shake hig head.

¢ Ag to his rider ?” Ah ! A ball through the crown of the

slouch hat, and five through different parts of the overcoat.
“ Close call?” Perhaps. But remember, there was a little
woman at home, whose picture you see in the tirst part of
the book with a babe in her arme, praving, ‘“ GGod bless you
and protect you.” ;
THE AUTHOR,

N e i Ay it 454 2
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