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HISTORY OF COMPANY G,
OF 7th MINNESOTA VOLUNTEERS,
WAR OF THE REBELLION

Recruiting at Red Wing, ldinnesota began.

Company started for Fort Snelling by boat.

Reached the fort and were placed in camp.

Surgical examination by Dr. Potbs €, Betcher commissioned as first lieutenant.
2nd Iieutenant N.S., Olestrom r831gned- W.C, Willisﬁon made captain, D. Desmore 2nd
Tieutenant,

Started by steamer C.H.Wilson for Shakopee en route to Port Ridgely. Captain W,
. Willlston commanding.

TLeft Shakopee toward noon and camped at Jordan or Sand Creek, More coming, Of-
ficers of Co, appointed (commanding officers),

Camped at Faxton Fexrry.

Passed throuvgh Henderson at noon and camped west of town, -

Left Bagle Iake where spent Sunday.

Reached Fort Ridgely about 6:00 P.M. and started for Birch Coulee to relieve
Gapt Grant and esecort of the 6th who were there surrounded by Indians, reach-
ing Hajor M, Larson Command of 2nd Co.,at 2 o'elock A.H.

Rattle of Birch Coulee, driving off Indians and returned to the fort at 11:12
P.M, A hard tired march in strong winds,.

Went into ecamp in front of the fort,

First dress parade of the 7th Reg't. Lieut,. Col. Marshall commanding.

Maj, Cen Bradlsy joined the Reg't. Spent week in drill,

In P.M, staxrted on expedition up the Minnesota River aftex massacring Indians crosge
ing river and camping at Ione Tree Lake.

" Reached Wood Jake thres miles from Yellow Medecine Agency.

Battle of Wood lske in A.M. Private Jon Wilson wounded,

Remained in camp at Wood Iakes

Marched 5 miles beyond Yellow Medecune Agency.
Marched 15 milles and found camp of firlendly Indians.
Camp Release sstablished. Court martial for Indians instituted.

fustered in. .
Col, Stephen Miller 301ned the reg't. and Co, recelved bounty of $13.00,

First regimenm drilled. Not very satisfactory. Don't know enough,
Received marching ovders with Capt. Camp of the 9th Reg't, under M. larson to

return,
Broke camp at| 6:00 A.M. Reached Yellow Pcdeclne at 2:00 P,M, Cot horses from

Capta Hackett. Rode four miles below and camped. A terrible wind with dust and

. ashes made fearful march.
‘Marched to 4 miles below Redwood River and gave up horses, "Good Indians

marching down from Yellow Medecine Agency.
Reached the Lower Agency at 9:00 o,clock A.M. Cagp Release bxoken up.
Wind in the night destroyed Headquarters tent., 10 below zero.Got up a shanty

for tent, Begin building Indian prison.
Got into camp on the prairie with expedition which arrived at 11100 AH.

with Tndians from Camp Release (Camp Sidley).
Mustered by Lieut. Col. Marshall, Indian trials in progress.

(ot orders to march down the wiver in the morning...south side.
Camped 18 nilss from South Bend. Received orders to remain in the state during.

winter,
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Nov, 10 Camp Lincoln, 1% miles below South Bend and near Mankato,
15 Winter quarters assigned as follows: Headquarters, 7th Reg't. Mankato.

Co. A, Falrmont; Co. B, Tivolij Co, C, Winnebagoj Cos D, Fort Abercromble;
Co. B, Hadeliq; Co. F, Mankatoj Co. G, New Ulm; Co. H, iew Auburn; Co. I,
South Bendy Co. X, Mankato.

17  Tieut. Betcher goes to New Ulm to prepare quarters for Cos Ge

18. Co. starts for ¥ew Ulm. Camp at barn., Hard march in snow. .

19  Reach Hew Ulm at 11:20 A,M. and take quarters in Hotel Gross. Vexy good.,

20  Built gm racks at end of dancing hall used as barracks.

Dec, 1 ° Capt. Williston and Orderly Owens go down to Headquarters for Natlons.
2 Order granting furloughs.
4 8gt. J.L,Jacksonsent to Hankato informing Col, Miller of rald of citizens
srom Hew Ulm o0 kill prisoners (Indians in prison.)

5 Captain Williston returned with six mule teans,

7 1st squad furloughed.
ol Co, start for Fankato to attend Indian hangings.
26 38 Indians hung. _
5% o, returned to Hankato. Elijah Peck died at New Ulm.

Jan. 3 2nd squad furloughed. Iieunt. Betcher Post Commissary Co. vemalned in Mankato
guarding Indians in prison,.until April 17%h.
23  3rd squad furloughed.
Pebel2  Pald to Jan.
24 Furloughfor all who had not been home,
Apr.17  Friday. Tndian raid on South Branch shations on Watonwan reported. Cos« G
and ¥ march to Madelia Station. Lt. Col. Marshall commanding. Quit at
Fort CoxXe '

May 22 Returned to Mgmkato to go into camp west of town with the other cos, |
. Staxted at 4310 A.M. and arrived at 1:20 P.M. Dinner at Iake Crystal.
29  Paid to May lst by Fajor Phinney. , ’ :
30 Cos. A,B,C,E,Faﬁd F & G began march from Mankato. Camp Pope above the mouth of
the Redwood River,

CANPAIGN OF GENERAL SIBLEY
30 ILb, Col. Maxshalll commanding, Col. Miller remaining in Mankato. Camped
+ miles out. Skidman and Malloy deserted at Blue Earth River...never
returned. A
31 Sunday. Marched 20 miles. Camped 4 miles above New Ulm.
June 1  Reached Ione Tree lake at noon. Dinner on old. camping ground.,Camp on hill-

side beside creek, 2 miles below Lower Agency. - :

2 - Arrived at Camp Pope at 10:00 o,clock A.M, Col. Steohen Miller assigned to

- command at S8, Paul for the summer. Lb. Col., Marshalll commanding. :

9  Gen. H.H.Sib‘ey and arzived in camp at 5:30 P.M.Some 40 to 50 six-mule
teams are stampeded by the artillery salute 0 Comm'g officers and ran away,
shooting right =i leftover the river bobtoms like a wild rieocheting of
rockets tryiﬂg to get skyward, making a fine and laughable entextainment for
the whole camp.

16 The Indian Expedition of 1863 under Gen. Sibley left Camp Pope at 5145 AJM.
consisbing of the entire 6th Reg"t., Col., Crooks;J cos. of the 7th Reg't.,
with Co, H of the 9th under Lieut. Col. Marshall, 8 Cos., of the 10th Reg'te
under Cole. JeH. Baker; 3rd Minn, Pattery, Capt, Jolm Jones commanding; lst Reg't.
Hinm. Mounted Rangers under Col. MePhally a corps of scouts under MeGloud and,
a train of commissaxry teams, 100 ox moXe. A large drove of beef cattle was
driven along and held in acorrall of the army wagons at night, We marehed

very slowly and go into camp 8 miles out (Camp Grooks). Co, G on this ex-
pedition was commanded by Capt. W.C. Williston, H. Betcher was lst. Iieut.,

s



“woay

17

18
19
20

22

De Densmors 2nd Iicute, Sgts James A Owens Ordexrly and all others noncommlssioned
officers and privates of Coe presents.

Made 13 miles to Wood Iake and camped 100 rods S.W. from our former camp and
fighting grounds (Camp Mo3ler) Adjte Johonle ¥i3%ez Aynoldds was made Caphte of Cold
an act not well received by the Regt. Sgts Majs Trader was made AdJ, a.nd Pa.tch maded

Sg‘b. Naj e

fos O on rear guarde Reach Camp Riggsunow Camp Bakere

Remain incampe -

Iight yain all A«m. Marched 1820 niles to w@ McPhall, 2 miles beyohd. Ch.mp
Release of last years

Sunday, remadn in canmpe

Move out st 5:20 Asme Got over the Int Pah River at 10:00Ads Camp Ranset 2 3:00
Eat day all day on prairile. See frequent alkall crgsiings. No dimber in sight
until nights Camp Averill (Ite Cols of 6th) near 3 small lakes and aboub 2 miles
east of¥ellow Earih River.

Weds Still dry but cooler, Cross Yellow Eaxth River at &.M. Come 1n sight of the
Jim River Coutean like a black cloud low down in the west. Camp Marshall on WhitstoRle
River 2 miles from foot of Blg Stone Iake.

famp Jennison(Lte Gols S.P. of the 10th) Swan Iske opposite and 2 niles west of
niddle point of Big Stone lakes Hot day. After camping everybody catches bull-
trout from lakes Cave ki1l a btuffalo.

Trie Make camp on the Minnesota River in Bromm's Valley beiweeh Bigz Stone lake and
Traverse.s Camp MelavenfScouts saw more buffalo.

Remfiin in camp to recruit the mules and to £it out z %rain for Fort Abererombie,
Remain in camp. Expedition for Fort Aberorombie tekes Cose H of the 6thI of the 7th,
and H of the 9th with cavalry and artiilery.

Mareh 10 miles to new Camp Bradley by a lakes Lisute DoD. dalayed as Judge Ad.
Court Martials Cole Averaill’s expeditlion sitaris for Fort Aberorombles

12 giles to Camp Cook by lake,

12 miles to Camp Parker by Skunk Iake.

16 miles to Cemp Buell. A large shallow lake. A terrible hot day. The Hind
heavy and hot from the S.W. Men suffered Some 4id not reach camp uniil late

in the night, Anbwlances were kept running back to pick up men and bring them in,
10 miles and cross at the big bendof the Cheyenne Rivers (amp Hayes on the north
side of the river aboud 3/4 miles helow ouk crossing. A high Indian npund about
A mile wast ofour crossing, on ths south side of our crossing, Rained lightly
during the day. Very grateful, Water of the Cheyenne var;y sogpy with alkali,
Remadn in camp digging a well,

Trying to find sweet watare.e<abondoned it...at 20 feet’ aeep. Found. excellent water
on the next heneh above ocur camp.

Sti11l in camp, Hot day.Grasshoppers golng o¥ers Vexy short EYasss,

St131 in camp.

St111 in campeAverill's detachment %o Fort A. ceme in h::inging also our Cos D
Stiil in C2MDs

March up (N.W.) Cheyenne Rivery Camp Thurston on high dvy bluffs overlooking the
river. Buffalo seen by our scouts on our lefte A Jackrabbit siaris up in ocur
corrall and glves the hounds a high-stepping raece. The frain noved in 4 columns
today, a half of each regiment on sach sude.

i, Thos, Pallas goes back to Fi. Abercromble today, disabled by hernia from
1ifting boxes of cartrudges.

Suhdays Remain in canpe
Meke 12 milas to Camp Welser between 3 lakes. Iafi at 3:45 A.M, and reached here

- at 9:415 A

~
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- July 14  Mske 17 miles. Camp Sheardown on Sheyenne. Colde Poor grass.

15 Make 9 miles, Camp Smith between two lakes. No wood. Burn buffalo chips.

16 Make 16 miles. Camp Corning. We followed the river up 13 miles, then crossed
where Captain Fiske with his party bound for (regon crossed ysar ago todaye.

The camp was 3 miles from the river on north side of a dirty lake. Ten elk
were taken, one alive. Gen. Sibley sent out from here 20 men to the James
River to scout for Indlans,

17 Hake 5 miles, Camp Pope. Cool cloudy daye On north side of another dirty lakes
Country low and wet ordinarily but very dry this season. Three'half breeds. came
in reporting Littla Crow with 3000 men to be near Red Rlver half breed settle=
ment 50 miles ¥.W. of here. ’

18 Hake 10 miles. Camp Atchison on east end of a large lake 3 miles from lake
Jessie (Fremont).S.W, The lake bordersd on the north by an abrupt high long
bluff that stopped short off at %he end of the lake next to.camp. To the west
of the lake mersh, and sundewn threw an diminutlon SIC  couteaus showing
cat tooth hills all along the eastern view 3 miles away. There is woed on these
hills arcund lLake Jessie., The water here is good and grass abundant. This is
the finest of buffalo regions, Their wallows or pawing holes are at every
hande. A%t this camp sll empty wagons, disabled nen and animals and extra im-
pediments of the campaisgn were left, while the Command in light marching order
went through-to the Hissouri River (at the site of Blsmerk) and returneda A
Lte of cavalry today accidentally shot and killed a helf breed cavalryman of
Coe Le He was buried on the hillaseethe first death of the expeditlon.

19 Remadned in camp. Arvrangemsnés being made for a raid'én Little Crow at Devils
Iakee

20 The Command starts west consisting of 8 Cos, of the 6th Reg't.,(Cos.C and G
left as guards of Camp Atchison) 8 Cos. of the 7th, C and I Jefdy and 7 Cos.
of the 10th, B and D lefts 8 Cos., of cavalry and 3 sections of the batterys 6 gons.
¥ake 20 miles. Camp Forbes on the lefi slde of a dirty lake (alkali), A hot
dry fatisuing march with no goed waber to Le hade The camp is within two and a
half miles of the Red River. Half bresd hunting camp. 150 half breeds came into
the camp toward night. A Catholic priest McDermott who ransomed the boys at St
Joseph®s and one of the boys with him (IuBose). Half breeds offer to go along
and fight the Sioux, who, they say, are €0 miles distant to the northwest. Their
service , of course, cannot be aceepieds :

21 10 miles. Camp Olin on west bank of the James River, and ai the head of long
lake in the valley. Got some wood for cooking along the lake shors. This shore
1ined with whitened bones of buffalo like a pavement almost. Hundreds of ani-
nals must have died there, when in their feverish condltion they would come
to get waters. Dug a deep well for water to drink. Across the lake from our camp
to the east there was a pyramidal risling to nearly 160 feet in a cone noi more
than 20 rods through at the base. A loxge wolf sat off on the prairie watching
the movemenis of the men. Desmore Went out toward hime Then he rose up and fell
back. When Desmore turned again toward camp, the wolf would follow after.

297.eds 20 miles. Camp Kimball. 5 miles H.E. from the “"Hawk’s Nesi" a high timber-

covered hill on the crest of the couteau de Missouri, the high here which was

our -horizon all day, on the left. A mule tean started out from camp soon after
pitching our tents and drove towaxds "Hawk's Nest.” They conitinued in a straight
1ine towards it for a long time. The Camp began to watch it and wonder. Finally

% was seen to “urn about rapidly, and fleld glasses wers busy scanning the
prairie all about them to determine the cause. A company of cavalry was in readi-
ness to go after them. After a litile it was secn that theywereonly trotiing- - ..
quietly back, and ths alarm died out. On regaining the canmp, they sald they were
only going to that hill for wood, We had na other fuel for a week but buffalc
chips, but finding after their trip they were no nearer to 1ty they gave upe
We passed by the grove next day at 2:00 o’clock F.¥. Camp Kintall was on a small but
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July 23

July 24

¢lear, cool creeks and the water was quite a treat. The Secouts came upon a
Sioux messengers

Thursday. 17 miles. Camp rant. ''pon the migsouri Cowtean at the south gnd of
a lorg tortuous lake. The surface of the acutean is knobby and ston¥. Immense
aumbers of gracite hard-heads a.d sonetimes large buricd boulders half burisd
and weighi g meay 1078. Anong the knobs are many fine 1ittle lakes, ¥which seen=
ed strarge for such as altitude, 200 to 30C fest above the vast plain streich-
ing waterless belovwa. Tonnd a deliclous spring across & ravine to the east of
us, whish, whe. cleaned out, furnished water fox the whole expedition. Hea
were carrviag water from it rearly all nights Desmore wWas on guard, There was
a sreat deal of disturbance out on the outer pilckat line in the first half of
the aight. The men sathering buffalo chips would linger ocutsida the kines until
the plckeis were stationed, then just in the gloaming came strolling ine To break
us of this habli or triek of dodging duby, or what-not, the pickets were order-
ad o hold all such stragzlers outside the linss all night. Flading they were
caught, they set ug a howling for the Corporal or guard and for almosti every-
thisg else, bit werse left to rowl and without thelr supper until well after
midnight, putilng an end to that kind of manoenvering. Fach man of the detail
for sathering buffalo chips would take thrse ox four rawrods Tor stringing the
echips on, FOT baking beans, a-hole wenld be dug in the sarth belowW. Then tne
covered bepn ketile was set In and 3 cod laid over the hole, hermetically
gealing 1ty the bake in the morning was aluays delicious, Herrman Hempling Was

"

our cook and alyays gucegessiul in giving a reaseonable turn to the ratlons,

17 mlles. Camp Sibleys 0n the south side of a lavge 1ske, Hers occurred the
rirat engagenmsnt of the campaign, the Batlle of Big Hill or Blg Mound, SO

called tacause of a blgh corical peak that stood up ageinst the sky on the deft,
to the south. At one-thirty o'cleck P.H, Scouts reported Indians ahead in great
numbers, a large encampment of gher. The Command, heving reached %thls lake,
immediately went into ecamp, and natbers were proceeding with us inmuch the

uanal way. The Indians ceme up on a nigh roll of ground atretching all along

in front of us 1o the souih, and men were golng out to chat with them, sone

of whom wWere old acquainiancesS. the Red Skins wers painted &n war paint and many
suggested that it was a very risky thing for ouxr men to venture out sa, Anong
others was Dr. Welser of Shakopee, wha could speak Sioux fluently. He rode &
large flne black hovse wlih sloquent eguipment, and his colored orderly was
with him. It was abovd half past threa o'cloek, He had chabied quite a while
with a 1ittle squad of Indlans when, without warning, one of them fired, kill-
fag the dogtor Imstantly. the horse, which possibly thought to gotsee slec HaAS
frightened at the dlacharge gnd stampeded back to camp at the top of hils speed,
the colored orderly keeping almost even pace with him and screanming ab almchs
every Jjuan, mphaytye Xllled the doctort® The whole camp w€as in an uprcar at once,
the Reg*t. taking up arms, Fany nen geized thelr guns and ran up the hill,

where 3 Tew who had thelr guns with them were b lazing away to the best of thelir

‘abllity, and the fight was ot Vory shorily the men at the front began falling

hack, and Indlans could be seen swarming afier them, and their balls canme into
camp.. At the sane time, the Beg'is, were pushing forwaxrd in line of battle and
the fusillade becane SO POPPSLY the snenmy -could not face its Soon 21l the south
pilltops and the cone 4op of the big hill, especially, were covered with cxowds -
of Tndians watching and taking in the situation. Just then the oxder came 0
shell the biz hill crowds ghells were sent up thers as fast as the guns could be
worked, leaving qulte a spatter of dead Indians lying on the hill 0P, while
these who yet had live legs vnder them got uvadex way to the south with all speed.
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The regiment pushed forward in llne of battle, firing rapldly, and were soon
over the high ground and out of sight of Camps The conditlon of matiers with
the I:dians was that we had come upon thelr encampment contalning thelr fami-
lies. Thelr squaws had st-uck camp and nmade off in full haste while the Indians
were remalning to cover thelr »ear, But our force was toce..(?) and rushed
tham Into a stampeds, following them for 8 or 10 miles, in fact until dark-
ness came on and concerfed action was no longsr possible., Our forees were in
fact scatiered in small squads and wlthout commend, Many mot kaowing where
the next move was to be, and being tired out by the aftermoon's rapld pursuit,
lay down where they were, taking advantage of any old buffalo skins or other
wrapplngs the Indlans had dropped in thelr fllght, te wrap. themselves, for the
temperature had dropped very rapidly from excessively hot when the flight be-
gan with a thundsrstorm and hail that crossed our lires of purswit, to chill-
ing cold with snowflakes. Hany of our men had started out not even wearing thedr
blouses, and some had lost theiz hats in the chase and were in pooxr plight to
remain outs There is no doubh tha®t maay a subsequent disability had its origia
i~ tha severz exposure of that afternco: and night. Some found thelr way btack
to camp in the early evening, and stragglers were returnirg at all bours of the
day and unight. Had Gen. 3itley camp  broken camp and moved forward as rapldly
as possible, a secondday's strike at the Indlans would have been possible, as
well as saving a great deal of sxposure on the pavt of the men. Eut perhaps no -
other gs-aral could have told how the fight would finally eventuate. Gen.
Sibley was careful, Can, Sibley with that opportinity would have harvestsd Jedians.
An amusing side-show occurred a hzlf-hour before the fight began, Two mule
teams, that ig, twe army wagons with thrse spen of mules each, started out
boldly from camp and pushed away north ov the right hard side of the laks to
cut grass, some three quarters of a mile away, Risisg from the lake and low
land or that side, a high long hill hid dverything from their view on thelr
right, ut a lookout on top of the hill splsd a company of Indlans riding at
the top of thelr speed behind the hill to overbaul the mule teams, Word was pasf~
ad into camp 1n 21l hasis, and typ companien of cavalry wers soon dashing to  ©
the rescue of the foolish muletsexrs, There were a few minwtes of irtense sus-
pense In canp while watching the dash of cavalry..The nule teans; meantine,
confidently trailed out further and further into danger, Most of them Were
corfident the Indians had plenty of time $o use them up befors help could
reach them, et suddenly there was a commobtion in the mule teams. They were
seen whi¥ling about on the jump and the actlon bobbing about of the white
wagon tops showed that they could appreclate danger as well as get into 1t.
July 24  As they bounced back toward the cavalry, the Indians swung oul into the nills
agaln, sud wheeled back into the distances It would seem 1lke a good lessonn
of caution, wet the mule drivers forgot it as soen as the pules did and gave usfy
several scares subsequently. The casualiles = the Big HI11l hattle were not
nary from the enemies® bwllats, Co, € received no wounds, One man lanthe command
was killed by lightning stroke during the passage of the storme put gtiff
(from the double~quicking followed by the cold) Footsore and sick was the
goneral gonditior in camp,After all had got in,the following day, ard perhaps
sullenly angry night be added to make out the full complexion of affairs,
since most folt at the time that Headquarters had 1little to mitigate or assist
the wora ont men, hungry ard almost Tamished was thelr conditlon. Ji was per-
haps as well, then, thai camp was not strack until 103100 o’clockthat morning,
but when only three miles were made and Camp changed from a flne body of
clear water to the side of a dirty rush~filled hole (muddy, at that)there seem-
ed no 1imit 4o the expressions of wrath on the part of the mer. Camp Whiiney
‘ot well rerarded, snd’ in the afternco a cold, drizzliig rain sel ineasd Lo -
creaded the ge: eral sullen-ess of Lt. Freeman of the Fangerse it seems that he
and Major Jrackett of H.Q., went out ahead of the Commaurd yesterday morring
on a hurting expeditior, They fell in with DTndiars who gave chase. The
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July 26

28

29

They ran on foot until Tieut, Freeman was shot down, While the Indians wexe
scalping and stripping him,Major Brackett crawled into some low ground and

- hid in the reeds. After a long search, the Redskins gave him up and left, Major

Brackett, after danger was off, found his way back to Camp Atchison.

Sunday. Marched 12 miles. Camp Fender. Course west by south, 6th HMinnesota Reg't.
Canp on southwedt side of a small lake, which, owing toa large buffalo lying
therddead, was called Dead Buffalo Lake. Indians were several times reported ahead,
south ror (SIG) of their reireating column, At this lake they showed lnconsiderabze
force and- ready to fight. The train was doubled conseguently and after considerable
waiting, the Command made camp. Again a® this place the Teamsters made a sally .out
for cutting grass, the teams getting well out from camp, although Indians wexre in
sight all about the hills. Soon a squad of Indians wesre seenfhaking a dashh dyon a
vavine in the diredction of the mule teams.A company of the cavalry was at once
sent out as before to the rescue. This time the Inditans did not tuxn for supsrior
aumbers but made a dash at the cavalry, who brouthy down five at least of the Red=
skins and capturee their ponies.One Indian, after falling , lay down as 1f dead,.
and a cavalrymann rode promptly up; whereupon the seemingmly dead fellow raised
up on his elbow and shot the cavalrymen through the abdomen,This man died on the
28+th, Our march was on the trail of the fleeing Indian villageand there was consi~
derabls evidance of the sad hastethey were making to get awey from us, If any thing
"8a11 of £ from their baggage, they had no time to pick it up. We found several
skins of pemmican among those trophies,The pemmicen is buffalo meat dried in the
sun and then pounded and whipped Into shreds like fine yobacco. The skins for pack-
ing were from the buffalo fostus, Buffalo skins and robes and a varlety of other
furs were strung along frequently for miles. Several still-born infants found
showed the effect of this terror, At Camp Fender the man wounded died Saturday.
Made 18 miles. 7th in front. Still on the Indian trall, which, by the way, was 13
to 20 rods wide and showed the passage of a large number of people and animals.
Camp Schoenmam, on the east side of small, long narrow lake. Course for the day a
134+le south of west., Saw a few Indians in front @i the morning. A slight rain
from the north in the P.M. We left the Missourl Couteau yestexday, and are on &
s1ightly undulating plain. An ols squaw was found hiding in 2 buffale wallow and
nearly Tamished. Fed her and took hexr along,
While Leaving camp...%:00 o*clock Al .ssand just as the advance reached the top =
of the hill west of the lake, the Indians made quite an attack on them in quite a
force. The howitmers were ordered upan d did some fine shelling, eleven Indlans
being gathered in by us. They hung all about the camp for an houx until the com-
nand was Forrmed into an immense hollow again, with the beef cattle gathered in
the center, the teams next on each side, then infantry, next cavalxy, and outside
of all, veaching entirely around the whole command, a’ line of skirmishers about .+
three rods apart.Thus arranged, we noved on the west and left; the Indians to dxaw
their own conclusions as o what to do with themselves.No more was seen of them dmr-
ing the day. We made 10 miles, the 10th Reg. in front, the Camp Steers on the
Apple River, M1 route we passed two places whers the Indlans had camped, showing
that they moved more lelsurely on finding thal our pursult was delayed. 4% the
camp we buried the cavalryman who was shot &% Dead Buffalo Lake, in the breai-
works thrown up at the N.E. corner of the camp. He was so buried to prevent the
Tndians from finding the grave. During the afternoon a TFeton Sioux was found 1ly-
ing in a buffalo wallow, He was from the other side of the river and was either
acting as a scout and fell asleep or ensconced himself there in order to be taken
in, as he freely gave information about the Indians,

Yednesday, Made 12 miles to the Missourd River, then down to Apple River to Camp
Slaughter, course westerly. Were delayed sone time in ovossing the Appls Rlver
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in the morning. There seemed %o be no bottom to the clay banks. As soon as the
crossing had been effected, the cavalry and battery were sent forwaxd to the
Missouri to reconnoitre and sheéll the crossing where it was supposed the Indians
were engaged in getting themselves over. They were just in time to see the rear

of the Indian column passing over the hill beyond. Qux command reached the edge

of the river bottom and lay there parading in the sun while the 6th Reg't. and

the battery penstrated throught the thick weod of the bottom dowm to the xriver's
edge, Finding that the river was not easy of -paasage, the skirmishing force re-
turned to the column, which was then turned to the left od the east bank. The
Indians sung oul across the river that they wanted to quit fighting, as they had
lost everything but their lives. At the same time they fired at our men when

they would go to the water's edge to fill thelxr canteens. On reaching camp, two
men failed to put in btheir appearance.,.Lieut, Beavers of the Gen. Staff (a young
Fnglishman who bad volunteered as an alde) and a private of Co. X of the 6th Reg,ts
They wers last seen start (SIC) for the river with their canteens of water. This
Camp Slaughter was located on the low bluff overlooking the low river bottoms of
this place, the Apple River bending just to the rear of the camp named for Capt.
Siaughter of the 6th Hinnesota, The water in Apple River was very clear, cool and
inviting to men choking with thirst, and most of them managed to get a cup ful
down befroe finding how intensely alkaline it was, We walted impatiently for the mass
shedt to get along so we could get at our store of vinegar as antidote, The place
where we reached the river is said to be the present site of Blsmark.

Tuesday, Remained in Camp Slaughter, Still hot. About 1 o'clock last night Indians
stole up into the small ravine just on the north side of camp and fired a fusillade
with guns and arrows, probably hoplng o stampede the stock, The long roll was
sounded, the command all fell in afi lay on their arms in line until all was qulet.
The Indiasns later set fire to the prairie, making it necessary foxr us to burn a
strip around the camp. That done and all quiet again, we turned in. In the morn-
ing the mule men lust distingush themselves agaln by allowing thelr animals to
graze too far out upon the prairis, and the Indians wexre not slow to take advan-
tage of thelr opportunity to get away with some before the cavalry could geb unto
them, About noon a Yorce was orxganimed to sgaln skirmish through. the river cross-
ing to search for the missing men and to destroy the wagons and plpnder left by
the Tndians on +he east bank of the river. The force consisited of 3 companies of
each of the regiments and three sections of battery. The bodies of the men were
found. It seems that inreturning from the river, each in his turn took a wrong
trail, one that lead domn the rivex. They had gotten Yuk a little way down the wrong
path before being shot from the bushes, It was suppésed that Lieut, Beavers was
first shot with their arrows in the back; then Lt would appear that he attempted to
make his escape when his horse was shot wilth bullets. e was then tomahawked and
stripped, and as his hair was cropped short , he was not scalped but a part of his
long whiskers were scalped away. The other was shot with arrows and scalped.
Curiously enough, their bodies were found by two men who were wrong on the trail.
After destroying over 100 wagons and caris, the force returned to camp about dark,

81l claiming it a hard day'’s experience but fortunately wlth no fuxther casual=

ties, The average of the estimate of the width of the Missourl at this place

makes about 300 yards. The skirting of timbexr I1s heavy and about a mile and a
half wide., The whole appearance of the river is like that of the Mlasissippl at

Red Wing, The immediate valley is from 2 to 6 miles wilde. .
Friday. Remain in camp. At 10:00 o'clock A.M. Lieut, Beaver was buried with Masonic
ceremony, The man of the 6th was buried. Both in ox beneath the breastwork which hdd
been thrown up overlooking the river bottoms. The Scouts reporiing Indlans
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x';'éll‘day long crossing the river to the east side and predicted a night &Ftack so

Aug, 1
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in the evening the scamps did come close up to camp in the bush and fired a volley
and the whole command, at 11 o'clock, was called out and deployed about the zamp
as skirmishers in front and resexrves in the rear. We could hear shuffling going

on all night out in front and occasionally thought we caught glimpses of mov-

ing objects. A 1little after 1 o’clock the Imdians rode quickly up in front

of the 10th Regt., and delivered a volley of buldets and instantly fled. One of

their balls took effewt killing a mule in the vorrall. The cattle in the corrall,
however, took fright, broke throughlftheir wagin fence, and wexe with great dif-
ficulty kept from oit of the camp. The fault of the chief F.M. who dld not attent
to proprtly closing up the wagons forming their pen or corrall. The loss of our
cattle meant starvation for most of the command. We all remained out in line until
morning, our vigilance no doubt saving us from further attacks, Several times as we
lay there in camp, Indiané dogs came near to camp, leaving thelr two sticks still
lashed to their necks, the same as rheir teepes poles are lashed to the pomles
for transportation purposes, The por dogs were evidenly hungry and much dis-
gusted with their part in this hubbub but could not be induced to make friends
and teke dinner with us. The lack of pure water to drink was a great trial.
That from the Missouri was good but too expensive.
Saturday. Made 16 miles, Camp Braden on AppleBiver again and four miles above
the camp of July 28. 7th Regt. in front. The Indiand Expedition of 1863 having
been announced in due form at dress parade as a successand 1td object attaoned,
there was nothing left to do but to return home. We broke camp (Samp Slaughter)
at 5 A.M, As We moved away from the camp ground, we left the old squaw and the
youmg Teton there with filled haversacks. We had not gotten olit of sight of the
camp ground before 500 Indlans were swarming over the spot. The smoke of the
prairie fire on our rightcaused the latest excitement about Gen. Sully’s coming.
Had Gen. Sully been prompted to join us anywhere at any time, the wotk of the summexr
would not heve needed to be announced a success in order to make(it)so. Had he
been present on Friday last, our only good opportunity for baggingthe pesky
Redskins would not have been irretrievably lost, (So talked the rank and file.)
Gen Sully was them at or below Fort Plerre cn the Missouri.
Made 18 miles, Camp RBankson the south side of a long reedy bog hole. 10th Regte
in front. A warm, sultry day, the men suffering much from the overpowering heat
abd scant water. D.D. on guzrd.
15 miles . Camp Kennedy “(Capt. Kennedy eosdOhnees, CO.F. 7th) On north side of a
low bottom lake. Wayer in lake like dilute sof socap. Got good water by setting
barrels in springy places on side of leke, Some of the springs make clay mire
holes that take a horse or buffalo in a lurch, The underlying soil or founde~
tion of all the country from the Cheyenne to the Missoubi is apparently soil of
a sandy clay. In most places highly impregnated with alkali, 6th Regt. in front.
Been a heavy wind from the southwest and the air hot to suffocation. Ho rain as
yet and the prairie is as bare as a closely cropped common. Today and ygsterday
saw places in the low grounds where buffalo have grazed lately. A thundersiorm at
sunset lasting into the night---refreshing. splendid
7th Regt, in front. 18 ,iles. Camp Williston (Capt. this Co) Between twollakes
which the men have called Twin Lakes. Headquarters named them after Capt.Williston's
two daughters, Kitty and Annie. The camp of last night was about four miles this
side (W,E,) of and to the left of Dead Buffalo Iake, Our course has lefi our
outward trail to our right, making quite a cutoff. At 11 o'clock this morning .
passed the ground of Camp Sibley (July 24th, Big Hill fight). A1l lokked very
natural. From there we took out outgard trail 6 miles to this camp on the top of
the Missoiri Couteam, Search has been made for the body of the butcher, Brackett,
who was missing on the day of the Big Hill fight. (He had found his way back to

Gmp Atchison).
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A heavy thunderstorm struck us in the nightecausing the greatest confusion in camp.
Tents were blown dosm and torn, and animals got loose and seemed likely to xrun over
averything and everybody. A wild, uncomfortable night.
Remained in camp to rest up and repaiwx, In the morning mail arrived from home,
brought by Tom Quince via Pembina,@Quince reported Brackett arrived safely at camp
Atchison after seven days of yramping.
17 miles. Camp GLlfillan (Capt. of Co. H 7th). We had taken a shorteut again
today leaving our outward traill and the "Hawk's Nest" about five miles on our left
to N.W, Camp near the east edge of the Missouri Couteau and half a mile to the
west of a large irregular lake of alkall water., Therer were many places on the top
of the couteau where large Jracks are covered by elrcles of stone hardheads
welghing from 30 to 200 pounds each.There was great conjecture as to the purpose
of these, the commonplace idea seemed to be this feasible explanatlon: with these
stones on the tepee skirts they might be able to keep thelw places agalnst the
astrong winds. Religioug rites wouldn't holdé as an explanation, ‘
12 miles,Camp Carver (Capt. of CO I} 6th in front., Camp om the south side of a
large muddy lake and on our outward trall, 12 miles from the James Ruver. Came off
the couteau at 9 o'clock A.M.Soon after camping the scouts brought in three
Indians, seven squaws and ghree children. Pembina half-breeds came in 6 or & mikes
west from here. They report that Standing Buffalo was with them two days ago. These
Tndians were with him. Some of them are the Indians that we kept at Mankato all win-
ter and sent to the Missouri River this spring.
14 miles, Canp Hall (Capt. 0. E), On east slde of James River, 7thiid fromd. Oux
obdward trailiwas left on the right, We crossed the James River about 5 miles
above Camp Olin, Capt. Grant of the 6th Reg't. and Lieut, Desmore in charge of the
Tndians, Col. Marshall went to St. Paul this morning,
We remain in camp. Capt. Williston, Lieut. Betcher and Orderly Owens visit the
Half-breed camp two miles Horth of us. Show of storm on the noith and west.
Our last hardtack issued. -
Make 22 to 24 miles today %o Camp Atchison, Again the 10th Reg't. in front.
Arrived safe and sound but leg-weary at 5:00 o*clock P.M. The dxum corps, whieh had
been left behind, came out a few miles Ho seout us in. Their musle was a rare treat
to us and quiekly restored us to vigorous maxxhing eondition so that we.came into
Camp in fine trim and bearing. Found all those we had left behind doing well. Capt.
Fiske (who was taking parties through to Oregon) with a party of 60 men had passed
west a day or two behind us on the way out, taklng a course more to the north, Thew
seven squaws and fhree childwen eaptured Saturday last, were left bshind this morn-
ing ., The three Indians were brought along, These with the son of ILittle Crow,
captured by a detachment sent 60 miles north to Devils Lake, m_ake up our total war
prisoners, The sen of ILittle Crow ( the bloody leadey of the Massacve of 1862)
is about 15 years of age. He had been down on the Minnesota borderwith his father
murdering the whites. His father was shot by a settler, and the son, taking his
father's gun, started back for Devils lake. Somewhere near our camp he became toc
nearly exhausted to carxy two guns so buried histown and kept his father's, When
found by our men, the boy was nearly finished. He had killed a wolfand was lying
in the grass gnawibg on the raw flesh. He openly deelaxed his hostility to the

“whites,

We remained in camp resting and reloading our stores for our return, During the day
many visited Lake Jessie, A beautiful spot 2 or 3 miles from Camp Atchison on

the west side of the lake is a mountain couteau, about 100 feet high, over which
the Indian trail passed, on the top of the couteau a lake half an aere in area,

A curiosity.lines of these small coutesus could be seen at nearly all points of thh
horizon, their 1ittle cat tooth hills looking like stacks of grain in the dis~
ta.nce. )

Camp Atehlson broke up and all hands marched 17 miles, Camp Bust (Capt. CGo. C)

on west side of a small lake. A small detachment of cavalry under Col. HcPhail
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left today for Snake River. - .

18 miles, Camp Sidley (Capt. of Coy I ) ont he west side of a small lake,

about three miles below the Sheyenne , Passed our camp coming at 9:30 4.1
Orossed the river in the A.M.

12 miles, Camp Arnold, On Capt. Figke's trail from Fort Abereromble. A small lake
to -the west peopled by a large number of muskrats. A cold north wind, Mail recelved
today, but no letters for we'uns, Been in servige a year today., '

14 miles. Camp Stevens (Lieut. Co. Hi) on north side of lake. We axe heading for
Fort Abererombie; the eountry we have passed through today and yestexday is by
fax the finest we have seen.

We remain in canmp, Sunday.

Wo make 16 miles, Camp Amber (Corp. Afiber ?) of the 6th R eg't, 7th in front.
Camp abolih 3/% mile fxom Hable (Marble/) River. After exossing it,all water

for the camp had to be xarried from the river,. The day had been exceeding warm
with hot parehing wind from S.W. The canteens were exbausted by 11:00 A.M. and we
found no water until reaching the river, and that 1s alkali. A great many men gave
out under the sxeessive heat. Most of them from the 6th and 10th Regts. who make
a request that the expedition lie over iomoxxow %o recuperate. Country passed
over lg quite level.

Remain in camp to wecuperate from yestexrday,s expasure. Bain in morning, a warm,
aultry day.s.Bations getting close.

18 miles, Camp Clase on north side of the Sheyenne River, Cool day and maxch made
easily, Country level, Col, R.B.Haxey , Insps General U.B3.A, ands Selfridge came
into eamp. . :

This morning ab 7:00 o,cloek Col, Marey inspeeted the Command deployed as a
brigade, on the prairie noxth from camp. A ragged-lcoking erowd for inspeection.
After inspeetion ate an early dimner and broke camp at 10:30 A.M, Made 5 miles,
Camp- Edgerton on sonbh side of a long narrow lake. Country on this side of the
Sheyenne level clear away to the sky. Timber on Red River seen in the remote dig~
fanee on the left. Mil again fxom Pembina,

19 miles , Camp Haeket (Capt. of 6th) in front of Fort Abereromble on the west
stde of the river, ALl glad to get a sight of Minnesota again, even in this wild,

remobe part, Passed the Wild Rice River at 11:00 A.M. A dry, dusty bed, The
ripple marks all there but no sign of molsture anywhere," Country continued level
to the fort, The view to the south and west of the fort is level prairie, to the
east of it it is cut off by the timber skixbing the river and "Amerlca."” The whole
eommand, on arriving, took a good bath and scrubbing in the clean water of the

Red River. The most wholesome water we had seen since leavinggBlg Stone Lake in
June, «+a g:r:ea:b treat! ‘ _,*.

Remain in camp whil teams are loading with supplies; a 1lght frost this momnlng.
Tryst of the season and a eold, xrak; windy day.

Sti11 remain in camp. Heavy rain began last nigh¥%, Day damp and chilly.

5ti11 in camp and loading stores, Loaded 190 wagons. Lieut. D. deballed on that
duty. Fail received. Our Col. Steohen Hiller nominated for governor for which puir-
poge he had stayed behind, ’

“The expedition leaves Fobt Abercrombie en route to St. Paul via Bauk Center, St.

Cloud, and Ancka, Mareh 12 miles. Camp FPhelps (Capts of the 10th Reg’t.) On the
east -bank of the Red River and at the mouth of the Ottertail River. The water
eweot and clesr from the Ottertall River is a great luxury with the men. They
huprah for Minnesota and curse Dakota as only it for Indians. The cavalxy Co. L
remains at Fort Abererombie while the other cavalry companies go by Camp Ripley
on the Migsissippl River. '

18% miles, Camp White (Capt. of the 10th Reg'#.) Lieut. Desmore not well, had to
ride, Caught a bad eold at Abercrombie.

13 miles on Lightning lake, Camp Sullivan. Country leval.

15 miles, Camp Heath on Hlbow lake, Crossed the Pomme de Terre River just before
camping. :

Saturday. 13 miles. Camp 0O, Connor (7th Reg't.) on summit of a hill. Gouniry vexry
handsome, Iieut. D, still 111, <

Remainin camp:
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Monday, March 15 miles, Camp Tom's. Awat out on the prairie, away from everything
all about. The monthly muster wgs held at 6io0¥clock P.HM,

161 miles., Camp Beavers on the east side of a lhke, Iake Amelia, Westpoxrt,

10 mileg from Sauk Center.

16 miles, -Camp Rubbs{Capt, of Cav.) East of the Sauk Center Station,

Remain in eamp. Lievut, Desmore sick with typhoid fever is stmrted by stage on
sick leave. (He reached St, Cloud that night, next day bt stage %o HimneapoTjs
and 8t, Paul by ear, then by steamboat to Red Wing on the morning of the 5th/

The expedition reached St, Cloud.

Expedition reached Foxrt Snelling,

Reg't. was furloughed to Oct. 4th to rendezvous at Winona on the 7th,

The 7th and 10th reg'ts, mareched through Red Wing early in the morning going
gouth, Took boats to Winona and weached St. Loulg on the 11th and went into
quarters at Schofield Barracks. Then were busiled there on guard and seout duty
until Apr. 20. Meanwhile ILieut. Desmond remained siek with typhoid fever at home.
lat Lieut. Betecher was granted sick leave Oet. 12.

Lieut, Di reported for duty at Headquarters, Dist. of Minn, and was ordered to
duty at Fort Snelling and on the 28th Hov, was appointed acting Provost Marshal
of the post in eharge of prisoners and deserters, Lieut, Betcher was assigned
duties at recruiting agents,

Tieut, D, was relieved and in compan y with Lieut. Buek of Co, D vreached Sy. Louls
Jan, 15th. Capb. Williston has been detailed to command stragglers and deserders'
barracks, and Lieub, Buck of Co. D assigned to command Co. G,

Capt. W.C. Williston wesigned hls eommission as Capt. He was thoroughly disgusted
with the Serviee,

Iieut, Beteher went with an eseort fto (airo, I1l,, and returned Feb, 2nd, where-
upon Iieut, Desmore, who had been appointed Aeting Provo/st-Marshal with at re-
turn (SIG) barracks Jan. 25 went there to remain.

- It. Beteher was mustered as Captaln and 2nd Xieub, Desmore as lst Lieut. The

eompany was too low in numbers at the time to be entitled to a third officer,
Iieut. Desmore weat before the Examining Board to be examined for a place iu a
colored regiment and on April 4th ordered on duty in a colored reginent and was
recormended for majory and on Apr, 4th ordered on duty in the provost marshal's
office in the elty in charge of the Bureau of Colored Troops, While in that
position was detailed Apr. 6th to attend Presbyterian Synod at Kirkville, Ilo.,
and administered ocath of alleglance to tralior preachers, should any be bhere.
Yone so appeared,

The Reg®t, left St, Louis for Paducan, Ky, The detailv& men were not relieved.
Left St. Louls at 7:00 P.M., at Calro 1 00 P.H, 2lst,

Reached Paducah at 2:00 ofelock P.M, Steamer BOB ROY, Were paid.

iieut, Densmore was relleved from duby at Provost Headquarters to report to Brig.

-Gen, W.A.Pile at Benton Barraeks and was assigned as Acting Major of the Colored

(28th) W.S.I. which left June lst for Memphis. He was mustered as Major Aug.l7th

“to date from June 2lst. Did not agaln act with the company. Made Lieut, Col.

Feb. 16, 18635,
The -ocecasion for sending the 7th Reg't. to Padueah was the presence in that viei-

nity of the rebel General Forrest in having atbacked the fort (?) thexre, On the
night of May 29th, the reg't was called out, bub after an hpur returned to tents,
but kept acecutrements on all night. The reg’t. went out on a reecomnoltre as far

as Mayfield but found no enemy.

Left Padueah for Memphis, Coli, Hix commanding at Paduecah made us a speech of thanfs
for orderly conduct while with him

Reached Memphis at 3:00 o'elock AM. Was assigned to the Reg't. wing of the 16th
Arny Corps under Gen, A.J,Smith (01d A.J.) and in 3wd Brigade of the First Divishon,
Gen, J.A.Mower commanding dividion and Col, J.J.Woods Commanding Brigade, Took

cars at Memphls and Gharleston @epot and rode out 34 miles as far
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f'ﬁ., as cars ran., Camped in wood without tents.
. 23 Marched Berg and loscow, 8 or 10 miles,Remained thexre until 27th, Marched 10
miles to lagrange. Very hot. Gour men askesd-%e sald to have died from the heat.
Jul 5 At lagrange Lleut, Owens was granted sick lwave. He dld not again rejolnthe
Regt. but was discharged by oxder of the War Dept. Oct.3rd 1864 for disability,
We left Lagrange with the command on the Tupelo rald., Marched 6 miles to Davis
Mills.
Marched 13 miles to mills Creek. Very hot. A weary walk from 5:30 A.h, to 7 B.K.
Marched 10 miles, Guarded the train. Very hot. Camped on a bottom.
Marched 10 miles. Camped in the wood. Very hon. Passed Ripley at noon where the
command burned several Tine housus Tor U su'eiges counmitled on the men returning
from the 1ll-fated Sturgi€ raid in June,
9 Marche 12 miles to i'ew Albany on the Tallehat, .
10 SHunday. Marched 12 miles, Camped in a wheat field at Chexrry Creek. Our advance
drove a regt., of rebels from the road, At sundown our pickets were driven in
and we broke camp and advanced a mile and camped again,
11  Reached ?P«botoc. inhadbitants all gone, This A.l. skirmished with the Rebhels
until 8:00 o ClOcK when they broke and ran,
Tay in canp. Our men blach thexrrying.
The objsct of this rald was to break up the noxth and south railroad Hobile and
Ohic) in east Mississippi, Heconnoiltering yesterday discovered the enemy were
forified at the swamp crossing con turning off to the east. Marched 17 miles.
mxcessively hot day. Many prostrated. The Rebels attacked ocur rear before all
had left our camp at ¢:ATH. They LOIIOWed us all day and we had diligent work
keepimg them off. We were train guard. a halt (abouu 2100 o'clock) of an
hour the Rebvals came through a plece of wcods on the right and opened flre., The 7th¥
vwas on the right there and had a hand in repulsing them, killing and wounding
17 of them, Our Surgeon Smith was killed here...shot through the neck, We camped
late that night at Harrisburg, 1% miles west from Tupela,

14 The Rebels still in our frent. The 7th was advanced toward the enemy a half mile ./ -
and threw out 0's D and E as plckets, About noon the Rebels came up in front apd. -
we charged them and put them to flight, Soon after thls the command set out on

ts return to Memphls taking another route more to the north. Our wounded were
left in the Bield hospltal and became prisoners of waxr as these also, who as
nurses were left behind in charge oof them.This was no enviable plight to bte in
but when a call for volunteer nurses was made to the Co., Johm Olson (John Ober)
manfully stepped forward for the duiy.The abuse heaped upon him by the Rebels
should deservedly brand them as scoundxels to the end of time, He was robbed of
sverything, even his clothing and sent to dirty priscons on scant fare, About 5:00
P.M. while command was halted and resting at 0ld Town Creek, the Rebels# . began shegt-
ing from a hill a half mile in the rear, It was a had oversight of the rear
guard, permlfting such an approach to be possible, Gen. Smith explained that he
didn't propose to let any man drive him out of any. place whers he chose to stop,
and then made a rush of forces to the rear., cannon flring and musketry ratile
for a few minutes and we were done with the Johnsons for good and went guietly
into camp then and there. (ld A.J.SHith-coming duxring the time of (?) this, two
&pic} fighting, was in Drouress as a foreground, the true work or errand of the
“expedition was in progress in the background. The cavalry force had pushed across
the swamp in our rear and desiroyed four wmiles of track and extensive bridges on
the Noblle and Ohio road, accomplishing the object that we started for.

16 Marched 16 milss. Enemy made a showing in the evening but soon dropped out of
sight. Camp 12 o'clock ar Hllistown,

17 8 miles to Albany agaln,

18 18 miles on our quarter rations. Very hard march, Hot, dxy, and dusty.

19 13 miles to Solam. Ancther hard march.
20 18 miles to lagrange again via Davis lillls. fhe number of cur Klllﬂd in this
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B expedition was 50, wounded 300, missing 12.

Jul 21 On cars back to Memphis at 2:00 o'clock P.M.
31 Regt. went out on Memphis and Charleston R.R.to Iagrange, Grand Junction and
"Holly Springs and to Tallahotchie. A detachment of Co. G.

Hov 8 Left Holly Springs and went south to Waterford and on the 11th left there and

7 Joined the camp at the river on the 13th, We came to the river about 2:;00 o'clock
P.M. The Rebels came upon our oickets and drove them in. Quits a battle ensued
(Battle Abbeville)
Jul 14 Sunday. Day passed without fighting.

19 Left the Tallahatchle camp and moved south a mile but had to +turn back on acc-
ount. of rain and occupy old camp. '

21 Again left Tallahatchie camp and moved south6 miles across a creek and camp.

22 Continued the march southward to Oxford. The Rebels had all left and we turned
back to our camp at the creek, making a march of 14 miles, Heard that Gen., Forrest
had attacked Memphis. ‘

23 Took up our line of march back to Memphls and ca,ped at Tallahatchie once more.
During the march the enemy came up in our rear and we had to give them a battle.
Some 50 of them were killed. On our side one was killed and three wounded.

25 Crossed the rivex and back to Waterford. 8 miles. :
26 Crossed the creek at Waterford. Camped,
27 Lefy Waterford and reached Springs after dark,
28 25 miles and camped at Wolf Rivex,
29 3 miles to Lagrange thence by cars to Memphis and our old camp there. Found Capt.
Bethher e-% there, he having arrived from leave on the 17th,
Sept. 2 Left our Memphis camp in charge the convalesvents and march to the levee, Gapts
Betcher coming. Lying there until about sundown when we got on board the boat. The
entire command was the First Division, commanded by Gen, J.A.Mower. Destination
Duvall's Bluff on the W ite River, Ark. To the north of which was the Rebels'
Gen Price, whp was moving eastward., We left many sick of our company in the camp
atMemphis, Among those were Sgts. Christ, Philleo, Ramshaxdt. Camp was first under
command. of Capt. .jas. Gilfillan and after his ptomotion to Col, of the 1lth
Regt., L.B.Hoag.
We left HMemphis startlng down the river on the steamer St. Patrick., We rode on
tHe hurricane deck. -
Ve turned up the White River.
tonday. Continued up to St. Charles and camped on shore. Returnedéboard the boat
ready to start up the river,
Left Ste. Charles in the morning on the steamer Hevada and reached Duvall's Bluff,
where the Memphis and Little Rock R.R. crosses the White River,
9 Went ashore in the morning and made camp in the afternoon.
10 Left camp at Duvalls Bluff at 3;00 A.M. and maxched 30 miles toward Brownsville.
11 Left camp again at 3:00 A,M. and made 18 miles to Brownsville. Remained until 17th.
18 HMarch 20 miles through Ausyin. ' .
19 March 11 mdles. Camp on Little Red River,
20 Marched 17 miles. Camped on Stoney Creek.
21 Marched 23 miles. Camp on Whire River.
22 March 17 miles. Camp on Little Black River. A bridge broke down so we could not
CTOoSS,
23 Marched 10 miles. We Tay in the woods until 4 P.M. before staking camp on the
middle bench of the White River at Millers Church.
21y March 20 miles, Price had moved north, perhaps toward St. ILouis,
25 Marched 20 miles and camped at Pochantsa, Ark., on the Big Black River,
26 Marched 18 miles.
27 Maxrched 14 miles. Rained some and roads Wwers very muddy.
28 Marched 10 miles to Bilg Black River, Crossed on a bridge. Made 4 raids off a
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farm on the bank.Crossed the Missouri line and camped 6 miles from the river.
Marched 8 miles. The xroad was very bad, It rained last night and some of the
wagon trainsdld not get in until morning.

21 miles. Passed through Polar Bluff.Crossed the Black River at 10:; P.M.

14 miles, Camped on a stony ridge. Rained all day.

18 miles. Stopped and fired off the old loads in our gfins. Forded the St. Francis
River and camped in Greenville,

15 miles through a 1ittle town called Hog~eye.

32 miles through a town called Dells and camped at White river.

20 miles to Camp Girardeau on the Mississippi River. This march from Brownsville,
Ark., to Camp Gir&@rdeau, about 300 miles, was made in 19 days and on 10 days’

rations. The mens' shoes gave out so that many were barefoot. They had left
Memphis in hot weather with light clothimg. Cold nights came on and the men,almost

naked, suffered severely. Started up the river for St. Louis on Steamer Ieonidas.
Reached St. Louis and anchored opposite St. Louls, Left St. Louls at 10;00 and
started up river, Price had moved west.

Reached Jefferson City after 5 days on the boat. Disembarked and started on the
cars at 11100 o'clock at night/.

Arrived at a place where the Rebels had burned a raklroad bridge. Stopped and
cooked breakfast near the tracks near Ctterville.

Helped replace the bridge but falling, got ready to proceed on foot, making

forced marches toward LexitingtonMo.

Left camp at Otterville, Marched30 miles and camped, straggling all along the rail-

road in the night. Undertaking to come up with Gen. Price, who was then going

west and southweat from Lexington.

A part of the company came up to the camp ‘and stopped and cooked dinner, March-
ed 17 miles and camped on the prairie and did not have any water,.

Made 28 miles, Reaching ILexington, camped on.a side hill., Onjy a very few men
came into camp on account of being so sorefooted. 3gt. Rammers account says,

"The folly of forced marches was shown the next day when when we waited until
noon to collect the scattered command and resume the march.”

Left Lexington to follow Frice, Shelby and Narmaduke. Made 18 miles and camped in
some hazel brush neaxr water, '
Marched 23 miles, stopped and got supper. Our cavalxry were trying to hold the
Rebels until we could come up. Rested here until 12300 o'clock at night.

Set out again at 1 o'clock A.M. Marched 15 miles. Stopped and got breakfast and
pushed on some mome. Saw the fighting, Saw three dead. We stopped on the battle~
field all night. This war was near Little Blue River,

Teft the battlefield of Price and marched 18 miles S N, Xamped on the bottom.
Hearing the Kansas border.

Marched 20 miles S.E. Were over in Kansas, Camped near a small demolished town
called Harrisonville. This was the end of the route. We drew flour rations in
place of hardtack and had to bake pascakes. ‘

Iay in camp all day. No rations but a little Ilour Baked pancakes.

I2y in camp all day. Ho rations but flour. Baked pancakes.

T2y im camp all day. Drew rations.

Began the return march from Harrisonville., 12 miles and went in to camp to

prepare for muster. Camp at Pleasaniville.

Mustered in the morning. Left our "Pleasant Hill" and made 18 miles toward
Sedalia, Camped on the prairie with neither wood nor water.

Tuesdajf., Made 20 miles. Camp in some woods with pllenty water.

Made 26 miles, One of our old campss

Began our march this morning in a snowstorm. 18 miles reached. Sedalia and
camped in our old store. All our clothimg was wet,

20 miles today. Fassed Otterville, toward Jefferson City.
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