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General George D. Wagner

By NAOMI BOWYER BROWN

tember 22nd, 1829, in Ross County,

Ohio. His father was born in Ger-

many and the family of Days, of
which his mother was a member, came from
North Carolina to Ohio and he was named
for his mother’s family. When he was four
years of age, his parents moved to Warren
County, and settled at Wagner's Grove,
(named for them) in Medina Township.
Here he grew to marhood, and received a
common school education in the country
schools of Warren County. He was a ma-
tured man at sixteen years of age, industri-
ous and good natured and a favorite among
the young people of his age in North War-
ren County.

On February 4th, 1847, he was united
in marriage to Frances E. Alexander. He
was eighteen years of age and his wife had
just passed her sixteenth birthday. They
went to housekeeping on his father’s farm
in Medina Township, Warren County, and
their marriage was a very happy cne.

The Wagner family was affliated with
the Whigs in politics until the formation of
the Republican party, then George D. Wag-
ner became one of its organizers and active

( :EORGE Day Wagner was born Sep-
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members. In the spring of 1856, he began
making political speeches in behalf of the
Republican party in the school houses in
North Warren County. At this time he was
twenty-seven, and his wife twenty-five.
They had been married nine years and had
four children. In the fall of 1856, he was
elected representative in the lower house
of the state legislature, being the’ first
Republican representative from Warren
County.

He was chairman of the Finance Com-
mittee on Federal relations, and on the
Committee of Military affairs during the
special session of 1861. He was an earnest
supporter of the war from the beginning.
In his manners he was pleasant, in his
temper kindly, in his feelings gemal and
companionable.

He organized the 15th regiment Indiana
Volunteer Infantry and was appointed Ccl-
onel of this regiment, May 22, 1861, took
command June 14, 1861, and entramed for
West Virginia at once. His first battle was
at Rich Hill, and his second at Green Brier
River. His prompt and gallant action in
these two battles enabled the counties of
Virginia, refusing to secede from the Un-




jon, to form the state of West Virginia. The
notes of his regiment say that on April 1,
1862, they were near Columbia, Tennessee;
on April 3rd, they were on the march to
Shiloh; on the 7th they reached Shilch, ad-
vanced on the enemy and held the advance.
General Wagner’s Brigade was 2500 strong
and none in command of a brigade at Shil-
oh were more conspicuous for courage and
gallantry than he. On November 29th,
1862, he was made a Brlgadxer-General,
for brave, efficient and loyal service.

On September 30, 1862, General George‘)

D. Wagner was in command of a division

- at the battle of Stone River. His division

was instructed to hold the ford. It was
the most dangerous and difficult task in the
battle, but his division took their position
and with fixed bayonets they held the ford.

General George D. Wagner was called
the “Hero of Chattanooga.” In September,
1863, the Mayor of Chattanooga surrend-
ered the city to G:neral Wagner, and his

troops were the first to enter that city.

"In April 1864, he was with his command
in the Atlanta campaign, and won distine-
tion and honor at Kenesaw and Lookout

‘Mountain.

In September, 1864, he was ordered to
Chattancoga in the Tennessee campaign,
taking an honorable and distinguished part
in the battle of Franklin, November 30,
1864. In this battle General Wagner lost
1,241 of his troops. His command had
borne the blunt of the battle, but had given
good account of themselves.

When Wagner took his troops out in the
cotton field at three-thirty in the afternoon,
to face an army greatly outnumbermg his
command, he had orders in his pocket from
Seafield, h1s commanding officer, to take his
troops into the cotton field where the en-
emy could easily slaughter them. He was
only obeying the orders of his superior
commander.

Thirteen years after the death of Gen-
eral George D. Wagner, General Jacob D.
Cox, who had command of a division at
Franklin and had watched the slaughter of
Wagner’s men, without danger to them-
selves and without any effort to relieve
Wagner, wrote a history of the Battle of

Franklin, in which he said that Wagncr
should have been shot for the positicn he
took and the men he lost in the Battle of
Franklin. Cox waited until Wagner had
oeen stilled by death for thirteen years,
and could not defend himself, then at-
tacked his military ability and personal
character. " Soldiers that had fought with
Wagner at Franklin, from Ohio, Alabama,
Iowa and Indiana, ecame to his defsnse and
Cox was forced to rewrite the Battle of
Franklin, taking a much milder attitude
toward Wagner.

Soon after the Battle of Nashville, the
army was re—orgamzed and General Weg-
ner retired from service. His wife, Frances
E. Wagner, died April 22, 1865, at the age
of 34 years, 4 months, and 16 day.a Later,
Gerneral George D. Wagner moved to Wil-
liamsport and took up the study and prae-
tice of law. Here he became an active and
prominent worker in the Free Mason Lodge
and president of the Indiana State Agri-
cultural Society. He was appointed Minis-
ter to Germany, and was in the Bates House
in Indianapolis when he suffered a severe
attack of acute indigestion and -after an
illness of four or five days died at the Qld
.Batgs_HQusg_m\Ig@napohs, February 13th,

- 1869, at the age of 40" years, 5 monthq,

and 21 days. The immédiate cause of his
death was an overdose of a prescription
left by his physician to alleviate nervous
suffering.

General George D. Wagner was addicted
te drink, but he was not alone. Some eof
earth’s greatest and wisest souls—those
who have been the best commanders, the
greatest generals, the sweetest poets, those
who have contributed most to the wealth
of science and literature and statesman-
ship, have been so-called *“drunkards.”

He loved his father, his mother, his wife
and his children; he loved his country above
all earthly obJects, he loved llberty, re-
gardless of race, color or previous condi-
tion of servitude. Illustrious man, orator,
statesman, philanthropist and soldier, whose
declining sun as it hastened down the west-
ern horizon of his youth, threw back its
yellow beams of golden light in hues of
mellowed splendor, to illustrate and cheer
the Nation and the State he loved so well.

FINIS
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shese twO balties emzdled the eoun-
¢ Virginia, refusing to secede &
u-~ .n¢ Unloa, te make the state of !
:’.:t Virginia. The notes of his|
 reciment say ‘that om the 1st day of .
April. 1862, they were near Colum- g

bla, Tinn.; on the 3rd. of April,
j they were on the march to Shiloh;

f o the J7th they reached Shiloh. |
Notes of Company A. say: arrived on |}
 the fisld of Shiloh and advanced on [

They arrived on the tield of battle k
at 1 o'cloek in the afternoon and [

1562

‘. before Coralith.”
158, 1863, the rebels last

*

alght eracuated Cormith, Miss.” On

L

ST
o ha AT

the ford,

" September, 1863, the Mayor of (i

Chattanooga surrendered the city to
General George D. Wagner, and his
¢ommand was the first to enter
Chattanooga. The Nation watchea
and applauded and halled General
George D. Wagner as th
Chattanooga’

In the
campaign of Chattanooga and Chfck-
mauga, 120 thousand men wery en-
gaged and twenty eight thousand
killed or wounded. His commang
led the valiant charge up Missfon-

f]ary Ridge and many of the brave

splesous: for ‘cowrage and gallantry
thas ‘Bd.;" On the 23tk day of April,
- I i - .

who went with him from War-
ren and adjoining counties, fell ag
they went over the ridge, - .

In April, 1864, he was with his
command {n the Atlanta campaign,
and again won distinction ang honor
at Kenesaw and Lookout Mountain,

In September,

N derea with his d

~ r'v.”u' 382, he was made

.mccl?ul, for ).vnve,

: ne,
H across at’the ford,™ saig
§ 28d Rosecrans crossad the ford,

H 11ght of Indian summer atmosphers,

] wore away, the troops that

] worked go hard lookea hoapefully
5] forward to a brospect of ending it
j in poace angd reat, ‘Preparatory either

i to a night march to Nashville, or
¥] to a re-enforcement by Smith’s corps

anqg Genera} Thoras,

4 send his adjutant

brigades had halted, to Scotlelg his
commanding general, with the infor-

£] mation that Hooa seem

he colora Eayly

B tluttering ana the muskets gleam.
B Ing brightly, and advancing steadily,

d In perfect "order, dressed on’+ (N

81 centor, atraight for the works, X

time General sehollﬂeld had

to the fort, on a higl_: )
other side of the' river, gome two.
miles away, by e roaq, and “hag

taken Qeneral Sta‘;ey with by
Wwhole fielq .

g erations were plainly visible.
Wwithstanding al} the demonstra
the two brigades of

:{left, on the knoll where they had
been haited by order from Schofield
and,

On came the enemy, ag steady and
resistless as a tida] wave. *A couple
of guns, fn the advance Yne, gave
them a shot ang &2lloped back to

works. A volley from & thin
skirmish-line was gent ingo “thelr
but without causing sny de-
Yay to the massive array. A moment
more, and with that wild
which, once heard,
gotten, the great human wave swept
and seemed to engulf ]
Httly force that had gso sturdily
awaited it, {n an open cotton fielq,

The first shocik came, of course,
upon the two misplaced brigades of
Wagner's - divisfons, -which through

il some one's blunder, hag Temained
4 in this false bosition unti] tog late
to -retire without disaster. - They
had no tools te throw up works, and
] when struck by the resistiess sweep
k1 ot Cleburne’s ang Brown’s divisions,

. j they had only to make their way as

best they could, Back to the works,
In that wila rusk, in whkich friend
1 and foe were intermingled, and the
¥} Plercing  “rebeg yell”  rose: high
¥] above the “Yankee Cheer," 1,241 of

; Wagner's troops were killed or tak-§ .

[J en prisoners,
til dark.

command had
of the battle, but
good account of

borne the blunt

| they bhad given
] themselves, . .
!  When Wagner took his troops out
N into the' open cotton field at three
thirty In the afternoon, to face an

H army largely outnumbering his com-
§ mand, he had in his pocket, orders
from Secofleld, his ciimmanqm: of-

i ticer, to take his troops into the
k] oPen cotton field, where the enemy
§ could easily slaughter them. He was
only obeying the orders of his su-
perior commander, - - : el d ;
Thirteen years after the “death

0f General George Dsay ‘Wagner,
General Jacodb D, Cox, -

| had  command of
Franklin, that haq had a very ad.
vantagous position and was able to
watch the slaughter of Wagner's

men, without danger to themselves [HB8

who§
& division at]

L
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relleve Wagner, took it upon hlnT- y
ult to write = history of the battle !
ot Franklin, in-which he sald that ¥
General George D. Wagner should
have been shot for the position he
took and the men nm he lost in
the battle ‘of Franklin, ~General Cox
was ‘__not ‘noted for brilllantey in
command and ‘was apparently jeal-
ou of the record of Wagner, . Cox
was afterwards Governor of the
lt}to‘ ‘of Ohio, elected from Cincin-

natf §nd & member of Congress and 3

the President of the Wabash Rail-
road. " Cox was ome of that fow!
brood that would wait until atter|”
i the lips of Wagner had been stilled
by death for thirteen years, when
de could not defend himself, to
make an attack upon Wagner's mili-
tary abllity and personal character. |;
_ Soldiers that had stood with Wag-
ner at Franklin, from Ohlo, Ala-
bama, Towa and Indiana, came to the )
defense of thelr dead commander
and defended Wagner 80 well, that

wmuch milder attitude toward Wag-
ner, and his position at Franklin, It
Wagner should have been lhot for
losing in killeq and captured' 1241
men at Frankiin, what would Gener-
j a1 Cox do with Grant, who lost 12,-
000 men in one hour in the battle
of Colg Harbor. Qen. Grant, too,
was severely criticised for his loss
of men: st the battle of Shiloh, and
Sontor Harlan of Iowa asked that

i Grant be removed. General Wag-

f rer turned the tide at Skiloh and];
made possible the victory for thef
Northern army there. Grant has i
been severely criticized for his con-

duct at Shiloh, Cold Harbor and |-
Vicksburg. Should he have been shot |3
on this account? Only one criticism }3

i can’ be offered agalnst Wagner as a |-

commander, and that was the heavy
loss of his command in a battle
where he was obeying the orders
of Scofleld, his superior commander.

Soon after the battle of Nash-;
ville, the army was re-organized,’
General George D. Wagner retire H
from the service with an honorable’

discharge on the account of the ser- -3

Wagner. His wife died April z«znd I
1365, at the age of 34 years, 4
months, and 16 days. Soon after!

the death of his wire ne moved to| 3
4 was advanced to Major-General;

j§ asked to be discharged from the§] which he offered his Nte, s

Willlamsport ang took up the study
and practice of law, and was very
successful in his law practice. Here|

! Wagner. Wo have admitted he was
§| addicted to drink, but we deny an [/
other charges. In his short and[y

,‘ war was threatening, the 16th In-|

heé became an .active and prominent
worku- in the Free Mason Lodge,
lnd President of the Indiana State ‘
Asrlcultun.l Society. - He was ap-
‘Pointed Minister to Germany, and I8
was ln‘Indlanapolll at the Bates ¥
House, arranging to go to, Berlin |y

and fill this appointment, when he g

suffcred a severe attack ot acute in- }
digestion and after an illness of four

4 or five days, dled in the Old Bates :
House in Indlanapolis, February :»,

13th, 1869, at the age of 40 years, |
6 months, and 21 days. The tmme-
dizte cause of his death was an

§ over-dose of a prescription left by B

bis physician to alleviate his nerv-
ous suffering.
Regardless of what General Jacob

D. Cox of Ohio, said in 1882, no [}

charge can be preferred and sus-
tained against General George

eventful career he may have taken

| an occasfonal drink, but the highest
General Cox was forced to Te-write [
the battle of Franklin, taking a[d

mora] tone prevaded his entire life,
in every word and action, and with-
in his bosom beat a generous heart,

3§ wzrm with love for his feliow man;

full of charity, bis lite glowed with {&

3 patriotism for his Country. Some of H

earth’s best and wisest sons—those
who have been the ablet commanders

¥ in wars, the greatest generals, the

sweetest poets, those who have con-
tributed most to the wealth of sci-
ence and literature and statesman- )
ship, have been so called “drunk-
ards.” The waves of oblivion have |
rolled over Gen. Wagner's memory!
for many years; if he drank, it was
merely of a local character and

| he, was no more.

The esteem in which he was held
is clearly shown by the confidence
that those who knew him best, had

8l in him. The Republicans of War-|4%

rer County selected him to be their
first representative in the lower

W house of the State Legislature; War-
§ ren, Benton and White Counties se-

lected him to represent them in the
State Senate; Governor Morton ask-
ed that he be given the most im-
portant appointment on the most im- [

In 1861 when|:

diana Volunteer Regiment selected

him as their Colonel. He was the
hero of 19 battles, and for bravery |’

aArmy that he might come home ana |

: made against his private chnr-.ctsr

il dying wife; receiveq the honors or
& Mason, succeeded in his practice of
law, was elected President of the
State Agriculture Soclety and was
appointed Minister to reprmnt the
United States in Germany, Every
fact connected with his public and
private life retutes any chariges:

It 18 now nearing threu score
years since death claimed Gener
George D. Wagner, A Rosary
yetrs connecting the present wlfh
the past, and we are met here to de—

spects ang extol the virtues of this

Wl great mar.

church, in which we are now gath-
ered, he knelt at its alter in earnest
| humble prayer, and partook of the

j sacrament with his neighbors ana’
3 friends, here he helped water the
4 vine some pioncer pligrim had plant-

ed ,and at this aler he came with
| his: Mother and Father to worship,’
§ here he came with his bride, and
here he bade her a last farewell.
From lmong these people he l'#
swered his ‘country’s call and went
forth to battle for the right, as he
was given to see the right. Today-,
we have stooq at the grass coveroﬁ
mound nestling in the sflence of th]
country church yard. “In the solemn
silence of the voiceless grave,
chief. leasons of our republic can be}
learned, and the destiny of § tag
real mission he unfolded.” We have

.} read the short epitome on the ti

stained monument that begs mem:
ory to the hero of Chattanooga; to

a'most sixty years it has been kused
by the same sun that peeped ovor
the Blue Ridge ang across the wa®
ters of the Wabash River, melting:

1 the tears with which the mournin

night had bedewed the inscriptio
of General George D, Wagner. The
February day that brought the body’

g of Our hero back to his home among’

the gentle hills and rolling prairies
of Warren county which had -smiled

4 upon his fnfancy and been gladened

by his youth, and strengthened by
his manhood, that day is an ever
memorable one to Warren county,
with the Borrowing concourse of
frlends and neighbors who followed

his body to the grave. And of that

number no man gain said the honor P
of his death, lacked full loyalty to

| the flag for which he fought or
-{ doubted the justice of the cause for

& The strifes and uncertainties of BX
be st he bed side of his sick and the past are tlnlshed we see around
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of Tippencanoe was fought, November 7,
1811. Several men living in the country
after that time were with the army on its
marches and at the battle, and they were
able to find traces'of several encampments
when the country was settled. There is a

ARMSTRONG CHAPEL, 1851

warm place in the heart of every patriotic
American citizen for each of the boys in
blue, who nobly fought and suffered untold
hardships, in order that the Union might
be preserved. There is also a feeling of
deep gratitude toward the boys in the re-
cent World War, and many young men in
the township were proud to render their
services that. there might be more peace
in the world. The former homs of General
George D. Wagner, a gallant soldier in
the Civil War, is located in the northwest-
ern part of the township. The body of the
gen_eral now rests in Armstrong Cemetery.
We are told that he was one of the most
able generals to serve in the war, that he
able generals to serve in the war and that
he was the hero of nineteen battles. The
story of his life has easily made him a hero
in the minds and hearts of the people of

Medina Township.

History of Adams Township

DAMS Township, one of the northern
tier of counties, was first a part of
Medina Township. In 1848, the
Township as it now exists was located

“and named for John Quincy Adams, the

sixth president of the United States. It is
probable that the first settlers arrived in
the township in about the year 1829.
Like many other townships in this part
of Indiana, Adams Township is blessed with
valuable natural resources. Her soil is to
a large extent black loam and exceedingly
fertile. As a result many fine farm houses
have been built within her borders. With
prosperity in agriculture has come a fine
type of citizenship. Almost all of Adams
Township’s inhabitants are native born

American and the foreign born who have

41

settled in the township have come from
those countries which produce fine types
of American citizens. »

Pine Village is the only town and post
office in the township. It is located on the
Chicago, Attica and Southern Railroad and
is a growing. and progressive community.
Several churches are located in the town
and the new consolidated grade and high
school which is situated at the eastern edge
of the town is one of the best schools in
the county. .

A deseription of Adams Township ig of
course almost a repetition of the history of
other Warren County townships. She
boasts of a fine, progressive type of citizen-
ship that has always been loyal to the best
interests of the community, state and na-
tion.



.. Warren County ‘cole-§
1:' 00th anniversary of its i

one of the stars in tho ]
i

Indiana :¥

three (§

L ish it ‘as one of tiie fixed stars. ;<
3“14 'hese three men each !n his time, }B

\any ounty ln the‘«otate.,»

83t t\“ ‘{the

7] helonged ‘to Warren county and 4
e_buried in’ Warren county. ;_.,

‘They are
path-

It is’ our"purpose today. to do hon- :

¥ to the second ol these,

to ac-p4

knowledge our indebtedness to Gen- ]

“eral George Day Wagner, as a states-§
man, soldier, citizen and patriot, and
o extol his virtues as a man,—for

2 his purpose we have assembled here |3

daay. tn that part ot this County
n whlch he' lived, at -the graveyard
n which his sacred clay is entombed

_e come ‘the more’ wllllnsly, and
»xerclses
a'deeper earnestness. because the {3

whose ‘merits * we - clebrate has r'
receh‘ed the cre&it or attention }i
: hich his brave, loyal and un- 3
elfish devotion to his Country, to [&

‘his State, his County, his home and

is family, entitles him. The time |

has now arrived that-ful] Justicej
/pe done-te-General George Day Wag-
ner,———today we gather.here to ut-

ter a word of love and praise in his A

- behalf and  cull a few blossoms to |:

~ lay upon his tomb.
It has been said -that
" George D.
drink, and for this and other reas-|.
.ons, the Nation and State he served |
.is not ready to do him full justice. |,
. This phantom still prejudices the
*’public mind.
‘charge is true, that General George

‘\' %D. Wagner *“was addicted to drink.” |

is no crime to defend tae dead,

ourt of death hegs issued no in-|

Jub
ng t
Ac tend 4T

o Iniv L' B

estralning us from /| enq

Q! the departed\, “"
saults of cnlu b
) q'

We grant that this |

‘. same barrel as General Ullysses

_more sacrcd are the reputauons o!
" the living than of the absént dead,
whosae volceless lips can utter no
difanse. The lips of UCeneral George

. Wagner have long been dumb,
“but ours are not, and while we live

: we shall defend him, for if he *“was
" addicted to drink’’ he wzs not alone.
* The same charges bave been prefer-

-red against Webster, Clay and Grant.

: Lincoln was confronted with ob-

- jections to the promotion of Grant
because Grant ‘“was waddicted to
drink,” and he answered, ‘“‘Obtain
for me the brand of his whiskey,
that I may recommend it to all My
. Generals.” Y:8, General George D.
:XVagner was addicted to drink, but
!’he,drank the same brand, from the
S.
.Grant. If this great commander of
‘men from Warren County did drink,
,the _escutcheon ‘of Warren county is
clenr, for from the Prairies of War-
ren county came Governor J. Frank
Hanley, whose eloquence pursuaded
-the passage of the 18th ammendment

““and hls defence before the highest
court of the land esteblished it.
‘Risapah stooq by the bodies of her

As

murdered sons, keeping back the
birds of prey, so will we stand by
the memory of George D. Wagner,
"and drive back the foul vultures that
feast their greedy selves and feed

$ . their starving broods on dead men’s

will be character!zed B

General
Wagner..was addicted to}:

g

_ character.

On the 22nd day of September,

! 1829, in the county of Ross, in the

state of Ohio, George D. Wagner was
born. His Father was born in Ger-
many and the family of Days
which his Mother was

"ond had taken part in the war of
th Revolution and the war of 1812,
ard some had taken part in the war}
with Mexico, and he was named for
his Mother's family. When he was
four years of age, his parents moved
into Warren county, and settled at
Wagner’'s Grove (named for them)
in Medina township. Here he grew to
manhood, and received a common
school education in the country
schools of Warren county. He wag
2 matured man at 16 years of age,
industrious and good natured and a
favorite among the young people of

his age in North Warren county, He!

was united {n marriage with Frances
E. Alexander, February 4th, 1847,
when 18 years of age, his wife hnv-

ing on his ‘Father’s farm in'Meduu
township ,Warren county, ang their §
marriage was @ very happy one,
The Wagner family was affilia
with the Whigs in politics, until the
formation of the Republican party,
George D. Wagner and his - wlle'
agreed in both politics and religlon,
and with the formation of the” new
Republican party, he became one ot
its organizers and active membera.
Early in the spring of 18586, he be-
gan making political speeches in the
, interest of the Republican party in

county. At this time he was 27 years
of age, his wife, 25, and they had
been married nine years and ﬁad
four children. He was an eloquent
and forceful speaker and soon a.t-
tracted favorable attentiom and )

nominateqg at the Republican'. 0 '

rcsentative in the lower house
State legislature, and was ele
the fall of 1856, the first Rej

al orator and had ability to logl 11y
present his views on any subject,’and
was easily the leader of the’ Re
lican party in the lower house

of|;
a member!
came to Ohio from North Carolina j

-and served with conspiciou's'f zeal,
and credit during the regular ses-
sion of 1859, and in 1860. and n
the extra session of 1861, cdlled to
| make preparations for ‘the war. He
was chairman of the Finance com-
mittee on Federal relations, and on
the committee of mili;tary affairs
during the special session of 1861.
He was an earnest supporter of the
, war from the beginning. In :his
manners hey was pleasant, in  his
temper kin’ /Z in his feelings genial
and com /fionable; he was &
ready and forceful speaker and few
men made a more decided impres-
sion upon the Senate even by casual
and - unpremeditated speeches dur-
ing his service in it than he.”

He organized the 15th regiment
j Indiana Volunteer Infantry and was
appointed Colonel of this regiment,
-.May 22, 1861, took command June
314th 1861 and entrained for West

Virginia at once. His first appear-

ing just passed her 16th birthday.! Hance in an actual engagement was in

. They immediately began housekeep-.

; the battle at Rich Mountain, and his

glsecond was at Green Brier River

2 V& s yrompt and gallant action

i

|
/
'

the school houses in north Warren




