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d upon the' , his horse was shot from under him. Finally a bullet struck and shattered
8 scene at ; '°ghf, arm. Waving the fractured limb high above him, he aroused his soldiers
lls around i pill greater ardor and enthusiasm. Such heroic fighting the enemy could not

b ctand. They fled. General Howard was carried to the rear by his admiring
Siers. The brave leader's arm was amputated; but he again went to the fron,
»n as he had recovered from the operation and continued on his career of un-
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ITHOUGH WOUNDED, REMAINED AT HIS POST
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imated ,at By was engaged with the pioneers of the bri- ey r e
d our po- | gade on the 31st of May, 1862, in con- '..':,'Illjl!-uii-'ill.ll i ;

len.” jeting a bridge across the Chickahominy Rt

ver. An attack of the Confederates on our
me left, on the Virginia side of the
ckahominy, cansed the Second Corps to be
fhrown across the river immediately after
velve o'clock noon, and the battle of Fair
s began soon after.
As my services were not necessary at,
ghe bridge, I took half of my command of
forty-five men, and proceeded to the head of
he brigade, reaching it just as it was about
to engage the enemy. I was directed by
anerul Dana to proceed across an open field
in front of an advancing rebel regiment, which
&I did, arriving at the point designated with !
only four out of a party of twenty-two men, WL B RECEWEOE,
- 5 15t Lieuwtenant, Qo. I, 7t Michigan Infantry.
eighteen having been killed or wounded within Highest rank atfained: Major-General, .8, 4.
& Born at Gelesburg, Mich., Oot? 16, 1835,
couple of minutes.
“The adjutant of the regiment to which T belonged, the Seventh Michigan
Infantry, was, about this time, dangerously wounded and incapacitated for

ained: Major- 98
¥, 8, 15830,

Fair Qaks.— On the 30th of May, 1862, the right wing of the Union Army rested near New BEridge, on
the west bank of the Chickahominy, the center at Seven Pines, and the left on the White Oak Swamp. Gen-
eral Bumner's Corps remained on the east side of the river. The foree was ander command of General
MeClellan.

The efforts of General Johnston, the Confederate eommander, were directed chiefly againat the left
wing, where Heintzelman’s and Keyes' Divisions were placed. The Union position was supported at this
point by General Kearney, Berry’s Brigade, and an Irish Battalion, and was held in spite of repeated assaults
in force. The arrival of General Sumner’s Qorps decided the day in favor of the Federals.

Fighting was resumed on the following day on the left bank of the river, and ceased ahout midday
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ont. He = With the retreat of the enemy.
there he The Union loss was 5,739 ; the Confederate, 7,997

It was in this battle that Gener® Johnston, the Confederate commander, was disabled, and relieved
h? General Lee.
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further service, whereupon I was directed by Major Richardson, who com.:
manded the regiment that afternoon, to assume the duties of regimenfal ad.
jutant, which I did.

“Just at the close of the battle, about half an hour later, my horse Wwag.
shot from under me and I was wounded, a severe flesh wound, but as no honeg
were hit, my injuries were not considered dangerous. I was perfectly able to
remain in the field, and did so during the fight of the next day. In order to
escape being sent north with the wounded, I went to the rear of the command
and remained there for two or three days until the wounded had all heen sent

IN FRONT OF AN ADVAMCING REBEL REGIMENT

away, and I then returned to my regiment. I was unable to ride a horse, and |
was confined to my couch and there performed the duties of adjutant, so far’
as the office part of the work was concerned. 3

“At the change of base I had the choice of being left in the hands of the_
enemy or mounting my horse and going with our troops, and although riding 3
horseback in my then wounded condition was very painful, I adopted the latter
alternative, and was with the regiment in all of the seven days’ battles sub-3
sequent.”

General Shafter, who gives this account of his services at Fair Oaks, §
voluntarily went with half of his little band into the battle, when his pioneer &




,, gave him a satisfactory reason for remaining at the grapevine bridge, in-
ad of engaging in the gallant charge of his regiment, and remained in
.-m for twenty-four hours after receiving a bullet wound. His intelligent
gy and activity during the battle, and his example of soldierly heroism, had
aﬁect on the men, to which a great share of their success may be credited.
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RESCUE OF TWO FLAGS

.1 One hundred and fourth Pennsylvania
¥ nfantry had been under fire for an hour
a half at the battle of Fair Oaks, and a

o number of the men had fallen. - The fight-

llns had been maintained unusually well,

h- the men fought more like veterans of a |

qundred battles than recruits under fire for |

n ost the first time. The enemy was pressing

in front and flank, and his fire had be-

e so warm as to endanger the battery they

gere supporting. He approached within a short

istance of the right. At this crisis, a charge

was ordered in the hope of checking his advance. s..,“...u_.ﬁ.ﬁ;.lfﬂ?f ey -

One hundred and fourth had no expectation  Born at Upper Sask WK ol e Wi

rossing bayonets with the rebels, but hoped

g’-ﬁin time. The men were ordered to cease firing and fix bayonets, which

: done with great promptness, considering their excited condition. The com-

fmand was given: “ Charge bayonets, forward, double-quick, march!” and the men

Sprang toward the enemy with a tremendous yell.

& They advanced about a hundred yards over a piece of ground covered with

warf bushes. In the way was an old worn fence that had not been observed be-

fore, which cut the old line of battle at an angle of about thirty degrees. The men

: nﬂg over this obstacle into the clearing where the enemy stood, and immedi-

a ately began to reform and open fire. Both flags were carried over the fence by

L “the bearers. This movement had the desired effect. It was foolhardy under the

= I._rcum*-tmue:i, but it staggered the enemy, and the heavy fire checked him at

bnce. It soon became apparent that the regiment must relinquish the ground
less re-enforced, and Lieutenant Ashenfelder was dispatched across to the

EWilliamsburg road to request General Casey to send support. The general sent

¥ord to hold out a few minutes longer, when re-enforcements would be sent.

It must be understood that, at this time, the One hundred and fourth Penn-

vania was engaged single-handed, in front of the line of the army, with a
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