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TYlENTY-FIRST WIscONSIN INfANTRY IN THE. CIVIL WAR
Service of John H. Abrahams, Pvt. (1862-1865)

By John H. Abntlh~~ Jr.

PART 5 - PICKETT'S MILL, KENNESAW. TO ATLANTA

BACKGROUND: This is the fifth in a series summarizing the CivilWar services of my grandfather John
H. Abrahams after his enlistment in the 21st WI Volunteer Infantry, Company E, in New Holstein, WI.
The unit was mustered in service at Fort Bragg in Oshkosh, WI on Sept. S, 1862. later that month at
Louisville, KY,the 21 st WI was placed in the 28th brigade (J. Starkweather's brigade, in General
Rousseau's division) in the Anny of the Cumberfand, and on Oct. 8 was in the front line during the
Battle of Perryville, KYand suffered heavy losses. General William Rosecrans replaced General Buell as
commander of the Anny of the Cumberland with General Thomas second in command; Col. Harrison
Hobart became commander of the 21 st WI. The 21 st WI then was in line of battle at Murfreesboro, TN
from Dec. 31, 1862 to Jan 3, 1863, participated in the Tullahoma Campaign including Hoover's Gap,
and crossed the TN River about Sept. 1, 1863. In General Baird's First Division (replacing Rousseau),
the 21st WI was heavily engaged at Dug Gap south of Chattanooga in mid-Sept. and suffered heavy
losses at Chickamauga.

After receiving replacement recruits, the 21st WI was placed under General William T. Sherman and
partidpated in the following actions: the Atlanta Campaign, the battles for Atlanta, the March to the
Sea, the Carolinas Campaign and the Battle of Bentonville, and finally the Grand March in Wash., DC,
in May, 1865.

PRELUDE TO ATLANTA CAMPAIGN
21 st WI at Chickamauaa and Chattanooaa: The 21 st WI was in the front line during the battles for
Chickamauga on Sept. 19 and 20 and was the last unit off the field after Snodgrass Hillunder General
Thomas in an organized retreat. The 21st WI cut its way back to Rossville, GA,and many were
captured. The Union army fortified besieged Chattanooga with the 21 st WI in line of battle. With the
arrival of General Grant, Thomas was appointed to replace Rosecrans as commander of the XIVCorps.
In November, with the 21st WI in line of battle, Unionreinforcements helped open the supply routes,
retook LookoutMt. in the "Battle above the Clouds"',then routed the Confederate army from its strong
position on Missionary Ridge east of Chattanooga. The 21st WIwent into winter quarters on Lookout
Mt. and partidpated in raids towards Dalton, GA,along with the XIVCorps under General Thomas.

ASunique as the Union rout of the Confederate position was at Missionary Ridge, prisoners taken by
the Uniontroops asserted that they thought the entire movement was a review and general drill. that
it was too late to send to their camps for reinforcements, and that they were overwhelmed by force of
number-a surprise in open daylight (1).

BUILD UPTO ATLANTACAMPAIGN-January through April, 1864.
The Union army conducted extended reorganization, resupplying, and rebuilding preceding the Atlanta
Campaign in early May, 1864. The Union was also securing its position east to Knoxville, TN and west
into AL, as well as reinforcing the single railroad track from the mid-west to Bridgeport, AL.The
Confederate army was in winter quarters behind strong fortifications at Dalton, GA, where Confederate
General Joseph E. Johnston replaced General B. Bragg.

In January 1864, Thomas deployed troops to drive the threatening Confederate General Longstreet
back into eastern TN. Shennan's army deployed to Vicksburg, MSand in February destroyed a
Confederate build up and all communications in Meridian, MS. The 21 st WI was in winter quarters on
Lookout Mt., but the winter of 1863-1864 was harsh in north GA, with snow, sleet, freezing rain, and
cold winds (2), as confinned by Burns (3).

During March, Grant was appointed as commander of all Union forces; he appointed Sherman in
command of all Union forces between the Allegheny Mts. and the Mississippi River. Sherman moved to
Nashville,TN, which became a vast warehouse. Thomas secured the region from eastern TNinto AL,
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BATTLES OF DALTONAND RESACA,ACROSS THE ETOWAHRIVER,AND NEW HOPECHURCH.
The Confederate army was strongly entrenched on the nearly impregnable heights of Rocky Face Ridge
(Figure 1) just west of Dalton. As a feint, Thomas demonstrated toward several gaps protecting
Dalton. McPherson moved south to cut the Confederate communications at Resaca, but withdrew. On
May 8, 1864, the XIVCorps with the 21st WI, threatened MillCreek Gap at Buzzard's Roost and on
May 9, attacked strong Confederates positions, but were repulsed with many casualties. The demons-
trabon conbnued May 10 and 11. On
May 12-13, the bulk of Sherman's army
moved through narrow Snake Creek Gap,
then turned east to confront heavily forti-
fied Resaca. On May 15, Carlin's brigade
with the 21st WI crossed Camp Creek,
separating the forces, for a frontal assault
which became stalled by mid-day and after
suffering heavy losses. Also on May 15, the
Union struck the Confederate right flank on
the north as a feint while other Union troops
to the south crossed the Oostanaula River
just south of Resaca, forcing the Confede-
rate army to again retreat and burning the
railroad bridge behind them. Joe Johnston
also discovered that Union troops planned
to bombard his escape bridges (4).
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Once across the Oostanaula River, the Con-
federates took a stand at Cassville, but
Union forces drove them across the Etowah
River. Sherman halted his army on May 20;
to repair the railroad back to Dalton{Resaca
and to resupply. On May 23, Sherman's
troops aossed the Etowah River where
they left the railroad heading south towards
Dallas to avoid coofronbng the Confederates
at fortified Allatoona Gap, and to cut the
railroad behind the Confederate lines. But
Joe Johnston extended and fortified his line
south to Dallas. On May 25, Hooker's
advanced IVCorps struck strong posibons at
New Hope Churchon a narrow front attempt-
ing to capture a vital road intersection but
suffered heavy losses in a vidous battle. The
remainder of the Army of the Cumberland
arrived on May26, and were ordered to
entrench by Thomas.
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CAPTURE, INJURY,AND SURVIVAL(follow-up).
15t Sot. Edward Beach. Co. E. 21st WI: Beach was captured during the retreat from the field after
Chickamauga; his capture and experiences in Confederate prison camps were described in parts 3 and
4 of this series. This is a follow-up of his diary (7) which described experiences during the days and
weeks that Sherman's troops were advandng on Atlanta in May and into the summer of 1864.

On May 26, 1864, Beach was detailed to the hospital area at Andersonvillelocated outside the
stockade, which he described as a nice shady spot. He was required to take the parole of honor that
he would not attempt to escape; by the next day he was busy prescribing and issuing medicine. On
May 28, he was again hoping that Sherman's cavalry would arrive to help prisoners escape, and again
complained of being tired and having difficultystanding. The next day more prisoners arrived and
there was increased fever, ague, and scurvy since no vegetables were available.
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He was well liked and. supported by fnends tn the north side of ManltowQC and bec...amea famous one-
armed policeman, He apparently was pooular with the north side youngsters when he served as cr.e cf
several night watchmen during the 18705 and 18805. He even used tactics of befnending a suspect to
obtain information; these methods were frowned on In those days but are commen in police work now.
At one time he was a candidate for a post of LJght House Keeper in near-by Two Rivers, WI. (Figure 2a
and 2b)

An article in the Manitowoc Pi/at dated Oct. 14, 1915, announced his death; he had been ill for about a
year. His funeral was held at the Presbytenan church where he was sexton for 17 years, and he was
interred in Evergreen cem~tery. The services were well attended by Civil War comrades, relatives, and
others. He was active in the 21st WI Regimental ASSoCIationand in the Grand Army of the Reoublic,
which performed the cemetery services. He ~nlisted tn August, 1862, served in all battles and
campaigns of the 21st WI until he lost his left arm at Resaca, and was discharged in June 1865. He was
constantly studying history, particularly about the Civil War. InCidentally, Jeremiah's brother-in-law,
Thomas W. Olcott, gave his life at Fredericksburg, VA on May 3, 1863.

Figure 2a:
Reardon family photo taken
some time late in 1890 at the
Reardon home on North ~ St.
Manitowoc, WI
From left:
Jeremiah's wife, Mary Howarth
Reardon; daugthers, Nettie
Smalley &:Edna Reardon; and
Jeremiah Reardon.
Edna never married, and Nettle
married into a family who was
also heavily immersed in the
Civil War.

, " .', ' ','"
, "

Figure 2b:
.Jeremiah Reardon
This photograph of the veteran of the 21" WI
was taken right about 1890, or a little earlier.

We are deeply indebted to Laurie L. Becker
living in Wisconsin for making these private
photographs available to us for publication.
"'s. Becker writes that both were given to her
by Mary Thompson, the grand-daughter of
.Jeremiah Reardon and Hershel Smalley, who
was also a CW veteran from Wisconsin.
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XVI Corps positionswere attacked
several miles south from a strong
position at Dallas and suffered losses of
about 400 casualties and inflicted losses
over 600. Both armies became disorg-
anized and confused before Union Gen.
Logan rallied his troops which held the
position while pinned down until June 1.
Even with the near stalemate, enough
ground had been gained for Sherman to
continue moving towards the railroad
and escaping the tra~ set by the
Confederates. The Union captured
1,470 prisoners and received 550
deserters (13). Thomas reported that
the Army of the Cumberland had 3,000
casualties since New Hope Church, with
losses of 8,426 since the beginning of
the campaign. Actions the last week in
May and the three severe battles
labeled this location the -Hell Hole. N
Pickett's MillHistoric Site consists of
765 acres of the battlefield, but the
battlefields at New Hope Church and
Dallas are in private hands (11).
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On May 29, 30, and 31, the Confederate army attack the Union left in a series of heavy attacks in an
attempt to prevent the Union troops from retuming to their supply line where the railroad passed
through the town of Acworth. On May 29, there was some seven or eight night attacks near Dallas,
although McPherson's three corps managed to move several miles to New Hope Church by June 1 (6).
The Allatoona area to the north was composed of rough hills and gorges so Sherman decided to turn
the Union army south and to the right and cut Confederate communications with Marietta, GA. The
Confederates abandoned Allatoona as the Union fought its way back to the railroad.

JUNE 1864. PICKETT'S MILLCREEKTO KENNESAWMOUNTAIN.
Sherman began moving the army back toward the railroad about June 1, 1864 by skipping one
division over another to the east, while slowly pushing back Confederate skirmishers; each army
fortified its lines as it advanced. Joe Johnston was forced to give up the Dallas line by June 2 because
the Union gained strong footholds, and by June 4 Union troops occupied the former Confederate
fortifications. Thomas rested on June 5, and on June 6 moved into position south of Acworth (13);
McPherson turned north and repaired the railroad, fortified Allatoona, established a vast depot (20),
then rested on June 10. The Confederates were using the south end of the railroad for supplies and
transporting wounded.

The Confederates having determined that the Unionarmy would consolidate along the railroad and
move towards the Chattahoochee River abandoned its strong position at Dallas and moved to the
mountains and hills north and west of Marietta (figure 4). On June 9 the Confederate army placed its
left just west of Powder Spring, extending to north and west of Lost Mt., with its right extending across
the railroad to north of Kennesaw Station, known as the "ten mile longNfirst Kennesaw line (6).
Sherman's overall movement now was towards the Chattahoochee River, but his problems increased
because of lengthening the Unionsupply line and because the land to the south was broken by ravines
and densely wooded (13). It was now raining steadily (21), but on June 11 a supply train arrived near
the skirmish line.

2151WI. Carlin's brigade with the 21st WI, under continuous fire until June 6, advanced north and east
just behind the Army of the Cumberland, joining it on June 9 where all was quiet. But Union cavalry
found the Confederate line a short distance south. On June 10, the 21st WI in line of battle preceded
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objective. During June theArmy oftheCumberland lost 5,747 troops, induding 316 officers killed and
wounded, and captured 742 men plus recelvtng 502 deserters-

The rains stopped; on July 1, Sherman ordered the movement of Union troops to the right to tum the
position not carried by the assault. Thomas held entrenchments while other units moved south to
threaten the Confederate rear. On July2,Joe Johnston withdrew his army and by the next morning
was moving to new prepared entrenchments along the Chattahoochee River, thus on July 3, the strong
Confederate fortifications were found empty. The Armyof the Cumberland moved on Marietta while
closely pursuing the Confederate army en route to the Atlanta area.

CHATTAHOOCHEERIVER, JULY1-16,1864.
The Army of the Cumberland moved down the railroad near Dow Station, then moved south towards
the Chattahoochee River. On July 3-4, the Union troops reached the new Confederate line amid heavy
skirmishing. On July 4, the Union lines threatened to get behind the Confederate position, so Joe
Johnston moved closer to the Chattahoochee River behind Nickajack Creek where the "Johnston's River
Line" was established consisting of log forts connected by infantry trenches, another strong position
(Figure 5). Palmer's XIV Corps moved southeast paralleling and south of the railroad and the Atlanta
Road marching past the Battle of Smyrna fought by Howard's corps (23); then on approaching the
river, moved east across the Atlanta Road, and took a position just north of the Confederate line about
a mile from the river, straddling the location of current 1-85 (5).

21st WI. On July 3, the 21st WI marched through Marietta and went into camp three miles south (16).
On July 4th, Lt. Col. Hobart was assigned to command three regiments on the left wing of the First
Brigade, and Major M. H. Fitch took command of the 21st WI (19). During July, Brigadier General
Jefferson C.Davisbecame corps commander, General Carlin division commander, and ColonelMcCook
commanded the brigade, but some accounts differ as to commanders of units in this period.

21 st WI. On July 5, Fitch (16), commanding the loth and 215t WI under fire on the main road to
Atlanta about one mile west of the Chattahoochee River, was ordered to /ocate McPherson far to the
south. Deployed as skirmishers, the units followedthe Confederate line under fire for a short distance
south of Marietta, and coming on strong entrenchments on the north bank of the Chattahoochee River
to Ruff's Station, the detachment formed into line of battle and held its position until relieved by a
division from the N Corps.

A follow up assault by Union troops indicated to Sherman that the position was too strong for a direct
assault. Sherman along with Thomas observed on July 5 at ViningStation that this was "one of the
strongest pieces of field fortifications" (26). Here the Unionarmy rested briefly and extended its
communication and accumulated supplies for the advance on Atlanta. In preparation, Thomas
demonstrated against the center of Confederate positions and McPhersonfeinted to the right.

Also on July 5, Sherman sent cavalry to Roswell, 15 miles to the north, but they arrived in time to see
the bridge almost destroyed by fire. Some Union troops and horses waded across, but two new bridges
were built across by July 8 and Schofield crossed the Chattahoochee River north of the Confederate's
right flank and established a beach head while the Union cavalry crossed the River at Roswell. On the
night of July 9, Joe Johnston retreated across the Chattahoochee River after burning all bridges, and
established a position along Peachtree Creek several miles from Atlanta (18).

Between July 8 and July 17 Union troops bridged the River at six sites; two at Pace's Ferry (26), two
at Power's Ferry to the north, and two near Roswell, some to be replaced by trestle bridges. Joe
Johnston planned to assault a possible gap between Thomas and Schofield as they were crossing the
river, but was relieved of command on July 17 by Confederate President Jeff Davis who appointed the
fighter General John Bell Hood because, he explained, Joe Johnston had failed to stop the Union army
(28). Sherman read this account in a local newspaper (14).

There are different reactions of military personnel and others regarding the dismissal. The initial and
accepted reactionwas one of outrage,as indicated in preparation for the 100thanniversary of the
battles for Atlanta (29), which reports that Joe Johnston's staff threatened to resign in a body and
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21 st WI had moved east along Pace's Ferry Road, then south on Howell'sMillRd., just east of the
present 1-75, with its right resting on the junction of Nancy's and Peachtree Creek.

On July 19, McCook's (formerly Carlin's) First Brigade of Johnson's 1st Division, including the 21st WI,
went to the aid of another division which forced a crossing of Peachtree Creek at Green Bone Creek
(6). Baird's 3rd Division (XIV Corps), then made a crossing above Howell's Mill,followed by R.
Johnson's 1st Division which was followed by Davis's 2nd Division. The Confederates withdrew but the
losses were heavy on both sides. The next attack was on the Union len: where Hood tried to push the
Union army back into Peachtree Creek, but by now the Union left had entrenched and Thomas had
massed artillery and brought reinforcements from Palmer's XIV Corps on the right to support him.

The battle of Peachtree Creek oc-
curred July 20 (Figure 6). That
morning the remainder of Palmer's
XIV Corps was over the creek, the
first corps to get over in full
strength; the majority of Thomas's
army was over the creek but not
entrenched (28), as had the Union
left flank. Palmer ordered the XIV
Corps to entrench on a front ex-
tending from the mouth of the
creek on the right to the Howell's
MillRoad on the left (19), facing
Collier Rd. and to build defensive
works. Palmer, on the far right of
the Union line, was convinced that
the entire Confederate force, pre-
paring to attack, was confronting
the Union army. Artillery in the
Union center, supervised by Thomas,
may have saved the day (14).
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figure 6. position of ~cCook's brigade, XIV Corps,
Battle of Peachtree Creek, July 20, 1864.The 21st WI. During the battle of

Peachtree Creek the 104th IL of the
1st Brigade, XIV Corps, posted in advance of the main line, was driven back furiously. Col. McCook,
commanded the first line of the brigade and Lt. Col. Hobart the second, including the 21st WI (16).
After some confusion, the 21st charged up a hill to support the 104tll IL; the line was retaken by a
charge of the 10th and 21st WI under command of Hobart (19, 32), with the Confederates leaving their
wounded.

Meanwhile, McPhersonon the east had worked within about 2 '12miles of Atlanta but was reluctant to
move in further because of Confederate sharpshooters on a hillclose by. Sherman was northeast of
Atlanta and did not hear the sounds of battle along Peachtree Creek and instead heard only the sounds
near McPherson,so assumed that the Confederates were concentrated in the eastern sector. Sherman
blamed Thomas for "excessive caution" and did not learn until 6; 15 P.M.that the Unionright was
heavily engaged with the bulk of the Confederate army and that McPhersonon the east faced only a
token force. This episode is similar to the battle at Resaca where McPhersonwas rebuffed by a small
force (28). Union losses were about 1,900 casualties, most from Palmer's XIVCorps along Howell'sMill
Road.

Confederate losses were estimated at some three to five thousand men while sustaining a high propor-
tion of troop losses. The Confederate army thus lost the battle of Peachtree Creek since the Union
troops were not driven back into Peachtree Creek as expected by Hood (28). Most blame Hood for
attacking too late, when most of the Uniontroops were across the Chattahoochee River and Peachtree
Creek and partially entrenched, then hurling his forces hopelessly in a frontal assault-but, this was
only his second day of command.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Nancy Eicher, Jan. 1; Frederic Sherman Cauldwell, Jan. 8; Loretta Pollack, Jan. 14;
Judy Huxford, Jan 23; Richard Stewart, Jan. 28; Paul Grafius, Feb. 9;
Beverly Smith, Feb. 10; Karen Cauldwell, Feb. 16; Marilyn Hamill DeBaltzo,
Feb. 24; and last but not least Dori McCann, Feb. 28.
Congratulations to everyone including those readers whose birthdays are unknown
to us and therefore not mentioned here. Perhaps you may want to celebrate with
some "Sherman Punch" featured inside this issue!

HAPPY *soth* WEDDING ANNIVERSAY...
To John and Janet Abrahams of Lancaster, Virginia. John, the author of our series
on the 21st WI Inf., and his wife, Janet, celebrated 50 years of marriage on
December 3, 1999. They have three children, seven grandchildren and one great-
grandchild. Our heartfelt congratulations!
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