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THE CIVIL WAL DIARY OF CAEAIN JAMES FEFTOMN
COOPER, SEPTEMBER 30, 1801 TO JANUARY, 1805
Eprrep vy Winniam T, ALnersow

The writer of this document, Jumes Litlon Cooprer, wars boen at the
home of his grandfather, Joseph Litton, in Nashville an July 19,
1844, He was the second son of Washington Bogart Cooper, o noted
portrait painter in Middle Tennessee, and his wile, Aun Litton, In
1846 James Cooper’s family moved to a country place located at the
intersection of the Charlotte Pike and Clifton Noad. llere Jumes
Cooper lived the usual life of a son of fairly well-to-do purents until
the summer of 1861.

In the summer of 1861 the Civil War was setting under wiry, and
on September 30, 1861, James left his home to join the 200k Tennes-
see Infantry Regiment, C. S. A. At that time the regiment was facing
Union troops in eastern Kentucky. This narrative covers his war
experiences from that date until May 18, 1865, when he was paroled
at Griflin, Georgia and returned to Nashville,

In 1865 Cooper was employed by Fite, Tisle, Porter & Co., and
remained with them until 1880, Tn 1880 he married Sieal Vaugln,
the daughter of Hiram Vauchn and Martha Johnson Vienghn, and
about a year later he moved 10 a favm in the old 180y District of
Davidson County. Here he lived until his death on September 7,
1924, He was engaged in farming and the breeding of Jersey eattle

and bhecame one of the best known breedevs of Jersevs in Middle
Tennessee."

Nashville, Tena., Augrast Sth, 1866

Enowing the failings of my mewmory, and aware of 1l Toet that it will
nat improve as age comes on, 1 have this day determined 1o write down in
this hock, an account of the principal events that eceurred under my own
olaervation duving the Iate war, T am fndveed 1o inke (his step by o cone
versation that I heard yesterday,

I purpose to write down as a head, cach month after 1 lofy hoane, and
under this head to write such oceurrences as | ean vemember, that 1 think
will be interesting to mysell or athers when o sullicien space of tine lns
inpaed 1o intereat them with that tntervest, which thne alwavs thraws arowml
ineidents,

I have made this determination, and hope to have persereranee ta carry
itout, as T now think 1T will.

I saw about as much service as any one could see in iy parl ol the
arimy. 1 was not sick a .‘.-iﬂ:_;il'. Lime while in service, aml was u:1|}: alsent

"1 indelied 10 Colonel Viuehn W, Cooper for making this diae avicitalde, and
ls1 '-|I|.li!|.}'irl|‘_ e 11ill_21;||l11il‘i1| ot o Faowes Taltion LT
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when wounded cn two vocusions, D anede a sl By R PR E, S
of them almost miraculoos,

When 1 entered the avmy | joined the Temperance Ovder, wmd also made
0 promise never o toch o card while away Trom howe, Both ol these
pledges, 1 atvictly adherved 1o, This was not en aecount of any greal vietoe
in myself, but I suppose | wos never saeely tempted,

September S0th, 1861

On this memorable day I lelt the home where 1 had Lved with searee awisl
ungratified for seventeen years, to join my fortunes with the 20th Tennessee
Regt., Co. C. This regiment was at that time camped at Cumberland Ford,
Kentucky. I left Nashville in company with Capt. Bostick of the Fourth East
Tennessee Regt.

Were I asked to explain the reason for going into the army, I do nat know
that I could do it. I had not much idea of patriotism. 1 was a mere Loy
and carricd away by boyish enthusiasm. 1 was ambitious and felt that I
should be disgraced if 1 remained at home while other Lovs no older than
mysell were out fighting lor the South.  That word Sonth was very dear
to ma, and there was g feeling of pride that T could claime o home im0 ihe
South, 1 did not love the Macth, amd after 1 had Deen in the army Ter g
while every other feeling was lost in hatred to the Yonkees and desive ta e
free from them. I do not know whether my hateed of Yankees was stronger
than my love for the Sowih, Dot bhoth conld work larmonionsaly Logether,
and I did not attempt to restrnin either,

I was tormented by feverish anxiety before 1 joined my regiment Toe Tear
the fighting would all be over hefore 1 gol into ity bot T owas mistaken in
iy caleulation; there was plenty, and to spare Tor some time afior | ot there,

I felt every inch of a big man when 1 was stepping about the diy pre-
ceding my departure, with my grey coat with brass huttons on. 1 thought 1
attracted more attention than any other man in the Cily on that day. | was
very anxious for everyone to know that I was only seventeen years old, and
that I was geing to “join the 20th Tennessee Regiment Col. Dattle, sir, at
present in East Tennessee among the Bushwhackers but soon expecting to
start to Louisville or Cincinnati,”” Oh! Lordy! how these things do make
children of us all. God bless that old 20th Tennesses, May the memory of
her noble deeds never die, hut when T am old, and this lile seems abont
alipping from my grasp, may that name, Twentieth Tennessee, have power to
flash up the ﬁinkm'ing iigh[ of 1he eve, ald nerve the prlsaed livals ol this
corpus. I know it will do, it.  20th Tennessee, 'm provel of you, Gl
that | was one of vou.,  Couldn’t you do maore lehting, and Betler foehiling
in a given length of time than anyhady's vegiment?  And then when vanming
was to be done, couldn’t you do it?  You bet. Awd then von were the s
that could march farther in a day, and go Tavther Ahat night. and Dreing
I]J!L‘I{. maore {'llin‘kf.‘t]!‘-, kill mare |:|1J_:.~c nrel .-|:H‘]:| than .;l;|;:n.|-.:-.,|x, Yoo el
play more cards and take in more money from the preenhorns than sis
commen regiments, (i von were spateher-! The Tike of son will e
e seen again.

But Py sadlv off the trach. to retien to Noaslilles 3 fonn o' beeh o
eveniing Ileft the N0 & € Depot. In spile of i aloEning o the drins
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and my natural hardness of heart, about three tears forced themselves from
my eyes, as we rapidly rolled away from the home where 1 could have been
so happy if I would, and I began to think about the chance for returning,
Notwithstanding the fact that | was not much addieted 1o prayes, aosilent
petition arose from my heart that God would bring me sulely through all my
wanderings and dangers back to that home. But other lips and hearts were
praying for me, and to their intercession, not my own, | owe my sofe turn,
The prayers of the wicked availeth nothing, and 3f there wis o wickedd,
ungrateful wreteh in the fumily, that wretch was myself,  The wiyan of
providence are past our comprehension, for | eertainly did not deserve to e
lirought hack safe, sound in health and consitlerably improved in morals,

October, 1861,

The first day of this moenth 1 reached Kuoxville, nothing of interest
cccuring on the trip from Nashville.  Here we learned that the Fourth lepi-
ment had started to Cumberland Gap, and were in camyp that night alwat
sixteen miles from Knaxville, In company with several oflicers of the Regi.
ment, T atarted about two o'clock and reached their e it nisht at ten,
very much fatigued.

In the morning we resumed the march, and on Saturday the Sth reached
the Gap. 1 saw nothing strange on the route, except the remarkable fondness
for chickens and fresh meat, which began to manifest itself among the troops,

On Sunday, the 6ith, T left Cumberland Caop Tor my Regiment, fourteen
miles distant.  As I marched along by myself, leelings of loneliness and
homesickness began 1o creep over me, and for the first and lust time, I felt
that if 1 were at home, 1 would stay there. 1 reached the Ford that evening
before sunset, and was greated cordially by James W. Thomas, Hh Sergl.,
Co. G, and was soon made 1o feel wysell at bome.  On his secount T owas
kifl[”}’ received into mess No.o 1, the best and logiest sel ol fellows in the
Company.  Their names were lvan Shields, 1. T. Callender, J. W. Thomas,
T. H. Goss, Ralph Calhoun, and last but not Jeast, “Cabe.” the gentlemen [sic]
wha did up the chicken doings and flour fixings, in other words, the codk.
I was soon sworn in, and assigned a place in the rear rank. I drew an old
rusty flint lock musket, and was tolid to consider myself a soldier, | thoughi
this deing things in style, cxpecially as | was popped on guad abuout the
third night, and that a rainy one. D owas wken to one side by JLT.F ol
seriously admonished as 1o the duties of o sentinel an e divelfal eonse.
quences if [ neglected my duty, To thia 1 praisd steict attention, and deteranined
not o be canght napping on my post,

A court martial, and prabably death, would, | Masnghit, Tue o snnel enel 1o iy
dreams of military glory. Notwithstanding the rain, 1 gol along finely,

We remnained in e abiout long enongh for me 1o learn sumeling alwut
the lile, and started on the campaign against e coeomy ol Wil Cat, on Hock
Castle Wiver, distant from the Ford about seventy miles, The fivst day we
marched about nine miles, and ns T had sever carvied o koap sack before,
I wns very tired, We had o Iittle adventure with the hushwackers on the
road, in which one cavalry-man was killed.  ere T osaw (he first human
Il

“lim Thomas, a firsl cousin,
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When about six miles from Wildeat, we came in collision with he Pivhets,
who were driven in alter a little excitenent. Alter apeoding o wiserahle
night, eold aa the Novil Paole, the next mariing we wdvaneed an e vy,
The crack of the ol souireel eilles o the words Tor a0 e waee ol 1l
could be heard, but presently the regular troops come onl with theie i o
[sic], and skirmishing commenced in carnest, T shall never Target G o Lo
let T heard, It seemed 10 me W love o iw:‘.u“url}' vindiebive, Dililatbiiesty <ol
which was anything hut pleasant,

Our regiment was not engoged during the day but was ovoeled ol
countermarched over those mountains in oo way ot was alowsst as Lo e
fighting, Some fighting was done liy the Thih Tenn. which sustained e
principal less.  When night came we reticed with o loss of filteen kilhal
and twenty-three wounded. This was on the 25th Oclober, on the 2000
we started back leisurely to Cumberland Gap.  The object of the expedition
had failed, but no one was whipped. We had in action only one regiment
out of four. There were present the 111y, 190h, 20th, 20th Tenn. and 15th Miss,
The latter was some distance in rear Rutledge's battery of artillery and a
battallion or two of cavalry. The 1Tth Tenn. was also with vs and suslnined
the loss instead of the 111th as writlen above.

Movermber and Decemler 1861

The monmth of November was oceapicd in clunging our Teonl Drom
Cumb., Ford to Mill Speinga, At Come Ford T owas detailad to aecompan
the wagon train and did not rejoin the regiment. A G0 G0 [ Comleclanl
Gap] I went out to kill a hog, Leing o little short of provisions, bt the nih
was so dark that T repented of my resolution and came back without the
pork.  About the first of November we started on our march far the
Cumberland river. We encountered many hardships on the wav; among
ather things sullered for provisions,  Our commissariab was prover by mmznaneed,
and several nights we were reduced 1o couple of polatos,

I unfortunately Lilistered my heel on this march and by neglect it became
very aore but I struggled on through the muod and at last reached the river.
The day we reached Comberland River I, Wm. Hobinson and 1. T, [Jim
Thomas] happened to e hehind, having stopped in Monticelln to iev and et
a pair of shoes. When we were five milea from the river we heard a preity
rapid artillery fire, which quickened vur steps consideralle,  We afterwards
learned that it was Rutledge’s battery leing on the Yankee camp acvass e
river. This was a small alTaie but i consed sreat exeitement at Ut e,

The firat might we spent in compe beve, there was o considecabde Tadl ol
AW, the ﬁ-l'hl, 1 l]lilll'a., that winter,  As wnr mesa hadd o 11'.1:|u|| :-;]!lll!'n.' il
blankets we were able to keep vers camlortable. Olers, didd o Fare s
well,  About the fiest of December we wode prepnrations Tor coossing Hhe
river. An advance puaed wes sent over, and one dack might e pesingen
erossed,  The crossing was done in Hats wade by the troops wder the
direetion of Engineer officers.

When we were safely over, we were Jevied oot alonl e miles oo il
agy stand on pickel. We Toumd there, another regimeant the b e
which had erossed before us. We remained here Tor several olivs antil g
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line of [ortifieations were minde by the roops in cear of ws, when we woent
linek into camp.

Our [orce consisted of the 15th Miss, Col. [?]," 20th Tenn., Col. Thattle,
17th Tenn., Col. Newman, 19th Tenn., Col. Commings, 26h Teon., Col.
Staunton, 28th Tenn., Col. Murray, 29th Tenn., Col. Powell, a battery of
artillery commanded by Captain Rutledge and one under Monserat. art of
this force remnined on the South baok of the viver.

We passed our time here, Tortifying and making our winler auarlers,
which we were destined never to oceupy.

Christmas came while we were in this camp, “Deech Grove,” and was
* celebrated by all hands and the cook getting drunk.

The usual seenes followed as o moler of course. Fighting and corsing
was about all that was done from dawn tll night.

January 1862
Sunday 19h Jan, 1562

This month came and found us in our old enmp.  Fvenls now sccurcing
every day showed us that we would not remain quict much longer.  Skirmish-
ing hetween the outpost was of frequent occurrence, and one, in which our
mess mate, Ivan Shiclds, had a narrow escape, was followed by an advance
of our entire command to Fishing Creck, distant about ten miles. The hirds
had flown however nnd we had our march for nothing,

On the 17 of this moenth, the federal genecal Thomas, who el Deen al
Columbin with his brigade, marched to anite with Gens Shoel who had Deen
in our fromt, at Somersct.  Aflter concentrating they wonll evoss the rviver
helow and above and have us at their merey. Aller a council of oflicers hasd
licen ealled, Gen. Geo. I3 Crittenden who had arrived and taken conmand,
determined to anticipate their design and to attack them in eamp. The
troaps were ordered 1o cook rations and hold themselves in readiness, and at
midnight the mareh commenced.  Gen., Thomas had this night veaclied a paint
about ten miles from our camp, and the intention was Lo attack at Daylight,
Sunday Jan. 109th, 1862,

We had had much rain, and the roads were in a terrible condition. The
order of march was us follows: first the 15 Misa; 2 the 19th Tean 3d
the 20 Tean. The artillery and other regiments Tollowel. Two regiments
were left ta guard the camp. We marched steadily Torwand Tor several Touwrs
when the [requent halts and the number of Stafl Oflicers dashing alwant
told our proximity to the enemy. Some of v still gl and said that
there would be no fight, that the Yankee woulil lTeave, bat jist as day was

Mill Springs or Fishing Creek
lireaking a wounded man was brought to the rear; we now knew that we hal
to fight and prepared for it, by piling up our blankels; koapsacks and
whatever could impede our movements. As soon as it was light the sharp
rattle of musketry in our front told that the 15th Miss were driving in
the skirmishers, and we were double quicked into line, and moved to their

*Cooper apparently could ot remember the nume of the Coloncl of the Tk Missis
sippel, mnel left o blank spoce where he conbl insert the name al a Ler date
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assistance, when we reached our position on theie vight, the lght il eon-
menced in earnest, and we were under fire directly, By this time the rain
was descending in torrents and our flint lock muskels were inoa bad con-
dition: not one in three would fire. We were o Bitte eveited ar fiest, il
one man in company [ was shot by one of my owneompany, The exciteoent
was soon over and with o shout that would bave warned o Py plion muemy,
we rushed up o the right of the 150 Miss, andd with only o Tenee between
us and the enemy did the best we could with our oll lint locks, Mine went
ofl once in the action and although 1 wiped the "pan™ and primed o dozen
times it would do no more. I had just taken ain and pulled Wrigger, and
was waiting for the hammer to descend, when 1 felt a “new sensation” aeross
the small of my back; It was like the cut of a knile, and I knew 1 had heen
shot. My first thought was that the bullet had gone through me and of
course | was considerably demoralized. T call J. T [Jim Thamas ], we had
been side by side all the time, and was very much relivcved when he told
me it had not entered.

By this time the two regiments, 20h Tenn. and I5th Miss, had lost
half their number, and Gen. Zollicofler Leing killal, oo troops were sent
to mssist us. Human flesh and blood ecould not endure such a five, both of
small arms and artillery as was poured upon ws, and with muel conlusion
the retreat began. Every one for himself was the motto, and 1o get hack to
camp as soon os possible the iden. T started fram the field with a eon-
siderable party but was soon headed by the Yankees ond compelled to bide,
Maost of my party were enptured at that time. T remoined hid wntil aigh
and tried to then make my way to the river and cross. Daancelied up to the
38th Ohio about midnight and was “taken in.”" 1 was corvied back (o oor
ald campn that night in time 1o see the lost ool the commi] cress Lhe
river, and then tken 1o Somerset. T owns wondere el of Cape Claate, sinee
killed at Jonesboro, Co. B, 350 O B and wos very Kindly teeated. A
I arrived at Somersct T was token to Gen. Shocl whe pa raled me, with per
mission lo po through the town, and sent me 1o wait on the wounded, 1
sent o letter home from here by De. CHIT who seeompanied Cen Zollicoller’s
body to Nashville, | saw Gen. Zollicofler after he was Killed,

I remained in the hospital attending to the wounded men, during the
month, and witnessed many dreadful scenes of sulfering and death. 1 saw
one man die from lockjaw. His anguish was tlerrilile to hehaold

Our regiment’s loss was (114} one hundred and fourteen killed, wounded
and missing out of thres hundred.

February, Marel aond April 1862,

During three months 1 remained in the hospital at Somerset. Many
of my comrades and acquaintances died from their wonnds and sickness
combined, hut 1 lortunately kept my vsual good healib,

I was at one time detailed to accompany Sergl. Grey 1o o private house
but found my position there unpleasant, and had 1o vetom to the haspital,

I escaped being shot, by an accident; one of the Youkees mistook e
for one of the “reb,” who had been paying attention to his lady love
fllHI ‘r'l-11-'i'1'I] LRIV ECEH NI TR NI.I LTI TS ] F||||1 ||u1.|.'|'-1.r|_ e al 1l _.“I‘N., '-4.'=.'|""|
nround eonsiderally, hut s D odid nab Toe el Taney Toe the Eahies |
venwined ol lome,
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About the latter part of March, T think we were woalified Lo prepare
for a trip to Camp Chase. We left Somerset in company with alwut one
hundred Yankees who were returning to theiv commonds, on the 4th of
April. The entire body was under clurge of e Boyle, o very gentlemanly
olficer, and who seemed to prefer the society of the Hebs to the Yankees.
He treated us throughout the trip with uniform kindocss and courtesy. We
traveled on foot and in the wagons which were with us, about seventy miles
to Nicholasville, where we took passage on the cars for Cineinnati, We reached
Cincinnati during the night and were taken to the Tourth St Hospital, o
most comfortable place, where we remained until nest morning ot eleven
o'clock. Our paroles were then taken Trom us and we were sent under guard
to Columbus, Some of our party were very indignant at this but it was
no use to resist the “powers that be”

We reached Columbus at twelve that night and were immediately sent
in omnibuses to Camp Chase, distant about Tour miles, We were sent inte
the prison lo our respective messes, and told to make ourselves at home.
Myself and four others had much difliculty in aroosing our mess mates.
They were lazy, sleepy fellows, who had no sympathy with mislortune. Aftec
we had awakened them they tried to entertain us some time hefore they
would get up, with most marvelous accounts of the number and size of the
lice and vermin of all kinds aboundiog in the prisons. This was sickening,
o us, as we were just being initiated, but to thewn it seened 1o oflTord
infinite amuseament.

The next morning 1 was fortunate enough too get inte Mess Noo 3
with some former sequainlances, who had lelt Somerset belove 1 lad.
wias received with a hearty welcome and soon Tell Leter satished than 1
had before supposed possible. 1 soon received letters rom home o wae
supplied with clothing, money &e.

We had some very cold weather alter 1 ocame here, but as owe wees
well supplied with wood and stoves we did not suller, Provisions and
clothing were plentiful and but for the consciousness thal we were prisoners,
wo might have been very contented. The sentinels posted svound e walls
were generally polite, It some times a dirty Blackguard, inspived by the
thought of killing a rebel, would fre through the prison. Noo one was
hurt in our prison, but in the other prisons, there were three casualties oo
curred. One man lost his lile and others, limbe

Congidering all things we were very well trented, and could have no
just cause for complaint,

May, June and July 1862

The interior of our mess would have presented o strange sight 10w
stranger.  lts dimensions were 15 leet Ly 18 aod do these narcow limits
t:ip;hh:r'.n men lind to HI.H:E, for the wentlier was tow 1|i:u'|;-;|'r'1:u]1|t: Lo remain
out doora long. We did most of our own washing and all of our cooking
Our time was employed in dilferent ways, reading, writing, coed playiog,
making trinkets, mending old clothes and o variety of ather occupations,
mude up our amusements. Une or two revivals of religion oceurred, and a
pood many were converled. Several of my own ness professed religion, and
| had come to the determination to become an “inquirer” mysell when the
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revival coeaned I:hl'mlgll. wanl of o leoder. Chie ol oo e, ook Manin
young man of most remarkable moral eouwrage now commenced “laily
prayera” in the mess and kept them up Gl our departare,

Some of Morgan's men were brooght bece alout this time, alse the
oflicers from Island ten, who cawsed gquite B sensalion b our prison,
Anything to relieve monotony was welcomed,

There wera nomo line musicians in prison amd many houes that woulhl
have hung heavily upon our laols, passed copidly owny when listening
to the songs of Dixie. Dr. Becher o noted violinist Trome Nashville wos Lese
for a short time,

In May, Col. Battle, our grey headed leader waa Lvonght o prisonfer]
from the batle of Shiloh, with several members of the regioent, Al hadl
been severely wounded; one, so badly, in the head that his recovery seemaod
almost miraculous. He was shot through the head, just below the eye.

August 1862

As well as I can remember an the 10th of this month we were ordered
to leave Camp Chase for-cxchange, at Vieksburg, Ruomors had been e
valent in the prison [or some lime, but nothing definite was leacoed wntil
the evening of the 9th when a big sergeant came into the prisen and
mounting a barrel, in a stentorian voice gave orders to prepare three days
rations, and be ready to leave at midnight. Nover were oriders abeyed with
maore alacrity, and long before the appointed time every one was ready and
waiting. Of our mess, No. 36, the following members wont out, Uink Hughs,
Pink Martin and brother, Abbey Hill, Jas. L. Cooper, Wm. Vadyn, Ten-
nesscans; Dalph Pearson, Charley Taylor,

Two of our mess D, Nutm:-]ly and Mr. Trililile ln:irl;.': ciliens we ol
to leave behind, One, Dr Benlorl was lefl !u}' an errer in e rolls.

Every thing looked peculiarly green and Tresh to oe, as we left that
place of confinement Tor ao long 0 Gmee The Divds secomed 10 sing o paver
nole, and every olject looked allogether more attrctive frome Toree o
contrast. We had to walk about two miles to the vailvad, hut all Tooked
gorry when we reached the place. There was il 1o look al aud admine in
that walk to men who had not been outside of a wall i ten months, =ome
longer,

We passed around Cincionati that evening about sun sel, and nest elay
reached Cairo, where we were 1o take hoal passage Tor Viekshorg,  Tere
we were joined by thousands of other prisoners from differcnt places, unlil
five transports were thoroughly packed. The one we were on, 1 have [or
gotten the name, had twelve hundred on her. At night when all laid down,
there was not a foot of spare roam.

All being ready we started down the Mississippi high in hopes of soan
seeing Dixie. Alas, how many of those gallant men whose heavts beat (o
with the thoughts of secing home and friends onee more, but found graves
in that Dixie. Of the five Tennesseans from our mess, two found their last
reating places in the South.

We were Cﬂ”"-"‘.‘-'}'l'!l] FJ}" the shn haaaut ":!-i:-ii‘x, which eaused s mneh |]|'[;I}' |r}'
sticking on sand bars, We received a bty weleomne Trom the citigens of
Memphia, where the guards had to keep the ladics off the boat. With o inei-
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doants, exeepl newing o corpse i e rivan m.-ru.u]:nulullll- wit Hm:‘ll”,ml :li..lrmrlii
towards Viekshurg, which place we rnm'hm.I il vu-,lul. iy “| er 4::. e
parture from Camp Chase. Here we bid adien to Unele Sam, and once e
with the hoys in Grey.
'mﬁ:j;nt;:l 'V'i:;::?urg the mu::ing n'll:r our arvival there umll |um:Lﬂlh:|ll 1;;
Jackson, where 1 heard the regiment was cocamped. | hml malr.ciy ':.d
the cars when 1 met several members of my ol company, and soon }ﬂtam';.h
all the changes that had taken place in my II‘I.FHI*IH'I"'. I siwn[ "Im.l;”“ :v‘:l"‘
the regiment and then joined the “prisoners, whio w:-l':-. encamy {| Il1l:,‘l:: {ﬂ‘:
city. ‘The day following the regiment E“}”.N,I o Haolly ¢ prings, 1-.11.11‘ n; ! o
hours the returned prisoners of thae alivision, |'.1-r-.~|:|-u||.||]._!,|-. ﬁ' :.r nlr] c
pame place. We found them sixteen mih::.t north of Holly ?I“ m;_-i.: n;u:ku;:.
1 drew a gun, this time an Enficld Rifle, amd was again a Lonleder
E“:dlf:;:nd the chiel amusement now in the anny was .nnm'!:ling; ]'rln}:u;g
“hano” wan the most fashionable game, and i|1'|-.x--:-r;.- 1|1'rl:|.'.1.|vtm you might
wee o crowd of dirty soldiers, gathered around a “keno hox.

September 1002
About the first of this month our ||'wi:-1'mu. [T L-'r:llhtr,-"n Wi Iiml‘rrwl
{rom ils comps al near Grand Junction, .I" Fennessee.  With nuu":l. r!tl 11151.:1::;.
did we obey the order. We had a dull trip 10 Mabile, the railvoa wl‘ ;“ :l:'l 1‘-
a terrible condition, but no murmuring was 'I'H'urlrh_H“ ware uv_vl;cllr-,u n th .
iden of going to Tennessee. When we 1:-‘1t I"r?nlulw i wae Iu1.:1- 1||i I1 u N.',“;"IE{
and Dy the time we reached Tensas Hlntulul it wis quite i ~.1 .l H1 Wi ...Iu.1
quite anadventure with a teain loaded with sitler stores H.r-.l 1 fm 1111r-|;:| H]
when we at last started several boxes of tolween and other witicles wvnr.. uu;'u..
on the train. No questions were asked. In our car we iuill'l:l it lr_sr.\ H.Ii:-' r]}
some Tond “Ma” 1o her soldier boy. It contained Jots of nice things which
el
mgud;ll::mf;tf:r:::mrd far severnl days, piosing through an!..-_fnm-r.y ?:u:
Mlanta, and finally eight days from the commencemient ul'l our U 15;,: n,lan:.km
Knoxville, Tennessee, From this point we m}luu:lnd to mmﬁh 1&110 e:;iu, j::t
but were disappointed. Gen. Breckenridpe, wuhl the ley. hirigade star .?m1
we were ordered to Murfreesboro. We started mllh biigh h“lw:,, ol ﬁ.‘mt:-m;,":tlll.h
home, and of getting good clothes and something o eat. Ve (!’lllhhl!'t 'r
Tenneasee river in flats at Bridgeport, with great tromihle with u;u. mg,ﬁfl:;;
slopt two nights on the cars and sreived st Muslieesbore bofore ; n}. 1urlu cll 11“
morningg, that 1 shall never forget. Wagons weve searo Imu . “-:1 [u.u L
transpart baggage to cumnps ;m our bneks, which wis oo light work, lor
) than a mile. ‘

E”.ll".‘vl:l.':' 11?;1;1'1:?uk¢111 homelike in thin country. We had hr_'un‘ hu‘]%:::?gh:jr:
the swamps of Mississippi that anything el would have hoen o reliet,
this was peculiarly pleasant.

October 1862 .
We had been in camp only a few days when Ma, anid Kinie Robinson ;
came after me. | succeeded in getting a leave for four ddays, and started
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with them, 1 wsed this Lurlough about Gve woeks, natend ol Tonr days,

We loft Murfresshore about three o'clock one very ehilly evening, in
Kitie's barouche, for her home. We got as Tar s Pebwe it wight, wold
stayed at Mrs. Bosticks; next day we continued our jonweney and arrived
salely at Kittic's before dark. Here for a time | almost forgot there was a
war, in my intense delight of rest and fine living. In o shot while 1 was
aroused to the knowledge of my condition by fading that 1 had the iteh;
this disagrecable disease was contracted somewhere on the trip from Camp
Chase, After two weeks doctoring T suceeeded 0 curving the iteh, and From
that till my departure to the regiment, enjoyed mysell hugely in riding abou,

hunting, fishing and such amusement, with W, I, Bob Hulme, amd
several others,

We were roused from slecp several times, by the announcement of the
approach of Yankees, and sometimes forced to ride all day about through
the woods and bottoms hiding from them, There was ne conlederate Foree
between us and Nashville, and the Yankees being rather straightened i
the provender line, came out for something 1o eat,

[ apent several days over my leave here, in poiting well of the iteh
and other filth, It seemed terrible then to have the el and to he lousy,
but I became accustomed to it before the war ended, and considered them qquite
improving to a gentleman. It gave him employment.

November 11062,

Before the middle of this month T had hidden furewell 1o my relatives,
a long one it wan destined to be, and returned 1o my regiment. T was well
received by the mesa na I brought quite a supply of preovemder. Our mess at
that time, numbered four men, John Savage, Jas. Stevens, M. F. Smith and my-
welf. 11"!,' were fine [ellows to live with: all Im\.q‘u“ an eye b isines
which means they were ready to pick up any litihe thing theyv saw Iving alon
[or the mess; and not being very particalar nd o the owaer, they kepl as
supplied.

When [ returned 1o the regiment they were encamped ot Stewart’s Creek
eight miles from Murlreeshoro, on the Nashville ronl. We were puit liere
as an advance guard; Brag's [sic] army had by this time reached Murfrees
boro, on their retreat from Kentucky. As might have been expected we
were kept pretty busy, watching the Yankee raiding parties. (Jn one occasion
they came out from Nashville, driving our cavalry back, and burned Lavergne,
about four files from our camp. Our regiment was hurried down but arrived
too late to be of any service. We succeded [sic] in extinguishing some of the
Burning houses, but the greater part of the village was completely destroyed,

Wea had some intervals of rest, and had o pretty lively time geoerally,
We had one pretty deep snow, this month, and had quite a snow ball hattle
with our neighbors, the 45th Tenn. We also had a huge rabhit hont, in
which we were very successful; capluring scores,

About the latter prart of this month we were velieved Trom piekel duly
by other troops and ordered back to camp at Murlreeshareo.

. William Nobinaen,
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Devemler 1002

During the first of this menth we temained in camp, west of Murfrees.
oo with nothing to distueds the momatony ol camp Bile, bt seeasional dills
and reviews, Cliristmas caomo and passed witl e asual seenes of drunkanposs
and fighting, &e. About this time we were pat into o heigade composed of the
G60th North Carclina, the Lst, 4th, and 3ed Flovida, and commanded by Gen,
Preston, of Kentucky. The first time we were hrought together was 1o witness
a military execution, a day or two alter Christmas. A deserter from the
60th N. C. was shot by men detailed from the different regiments in the
brigade. It was a fearful scene, 1o a notice [novice?] and made an indelible
imprension upon my memory. | alse sow o man limg on the same day,

All this day the rain poured down in toreents, and as night approached
the dark gloomy clouds seemed to hover over sur camp as portents of the
dark scencs through which we were soon 1o pass, [ was such an evening
a4 would make one at home dreaw closer to the fire aml give himseli up b the
enjoyment of home, thaokiul if no duty ealled him abroad. But alas for the
poor soldier. About four o'clock a coutier came galloping up with orders
to cook rations, and prepare for action, We had been in some measure jrees
pared for this, for all that day we hnd hoavd the beavy discharges of
artillery in the direction of our outposts, mul kiew the enemy were Wy
proaching; the intelligence was none the Jess disagreeable on that account
however. We went to work, and as one of our “inimitable=" hadl just stalen
o roowter, we so had every thing in readiness,

About dark, Hardee's Corpa being prossd hack Trom their prosi L e
Fagleville, came in and went into e e os We expected o summaons
to move that night but were agreeably disapiintesd [sie]. Next morning we
lore down our tends, loaded the WREHNns, andd started sail Gy take iy I"“"i“"'
We marched lhrnlq‘;h Murlrecshoro to music, with colors flying, aml every
one full of enthusinsm and “fight." Our brigade was the right of the
division, Dreckenridge’s, and as this was the vight divizion, we Tormed
the extreme vight of the army.

Tuesday night found us in position of the South Bank of Stone's river,
We constituted the reserve division, and had been attached, to Hardee's
Corps. The enemy had formed in front of our line on the left, and north of
the river and considerable skirmishing ensued. Wednesday morning 31t
the left of our army attacked the enemy before light. We had quite the
advantage at first and drove them bock in confusion. Our division wis
two milen Trom the ﬁghling so for some time we ol the [l il ol
listenars. There was a very high winid that murning, snd all we coulil henr
ol the siall arms was a rl-l.‘llli'l‘lg i, I van caanpane il o tlnllllng el
The incessant din of artillery, however, which continued from daylight il
lark, could have been heard almont anywhere in that country,

About twelve o'clock the enemy sueceeded in checking the hitherto irre-
wiutable progress of our troops, and the rescrve was ordered inie aetion,
We marched quickly to the ford in the river, and with shouts of enthusinsm
cromsod and formed into line, Excited ws | was, | ook [ed ] aronnd s thought
"what an awlully sublime scene.” '

Wounded men were coming in a stream, dead were Iying all around, and
on every living face was seen the impress of an excitement whivh has no
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r'illml hore on onrili. All vl us e -mmlu-l wil |-.|l_||- Bl wetilioal alowwwm,
rent aside every momenl by the thanwder o antilley .Iu e belt il Deanttler
still raged furiously, s over arnel o thiere wonbd visae ool every ""‘_'““l.
the swelling shout ol mon vushing o ther Tduealy ‘l"“‘r_"- Wt thie Tt
sight of all was our division pangged in order of Datthe, waiting the connaml
forward. We were formed across a high hill in perfeetly open ground, nn_ihul
every regiment could be ween. Our regiment formed the extreme vight,
resting on the river, "

About the time we started forward e fiving Bad alwiesl n-.lr-u'-l. anl
a most unearthly silence prevailed. We moved forward slowly at first, I'res-
ton's brigade leading. When we had advanced two hundved vavds, the sharp
shooters commenced popping away, killing and wmlmlilllg nimbers ol our
men. Our walk then quickened into a run, and the whole line dashed forward
with a shout. We were a little confused at a Brick Ium.u:_nn |IuI- roail, bul
soon got around it and swept forward in gallant !l-l":ll'. The firing hoad Ly
this time changed into a regular roar both of artillery wnel gmall arms,
and as we rose on a little hill was so heavy that the line was ordered to lie
down. We lay here close to the ground in an ol 1:ul|.:||l|n||r.ll for o few
moments when hearing a loud eursing fram our nien :I|r|-1-l.h'. l |+.=ukr.:[
around to learn the cause. | saw the cowardly North {.'urtulmu regiment
who were to support us running for dear life, every mother's son :-i ithem.
This did not discourage our brave boys, but with a Il‘j',ll!-lll ol Irluw--.q_-.-
yell, we rose to our fect and started for the Yaoks, Those b our (ront Il!lil
not wait very long, but “tuck the back trock,” I]i'n'l.'lllﬂ e abwat thiety
prisoners, and numbers of wounded. Al progartion ol aur mun Ll e
wounded by this time for they were falling every slep. We il not have
more than one hundred and ffty left and we had done all men could
do and had to fall lack, carrying our prisoners however, 11 was here that
I captured my first prisoncrs, We retired leisuely aloat o quarters ol @
mile where we found the rest of the brigade. Here wanoa seene ol
preat confusion, and had not e eoemy Been too nearly whippel liiimsell,
e could have annihiloted aue proe. As 0 was b wis eontent b Le el “l‘."m'
Bragg and Roscerans were pretty ek in the saome eondition on the night
of the 31st. Dec. . )

We lost some good men from Co. (5 that day. Oune linth ilent i
worth narrating. At the battle belore this a Fishing Creel, l was i e
rear rank and my file leader, Tom Brown was shot exactly in the center
of his throat, making o had wound [rom which, however, he prevereil s oat
this battle Murfreeabors, 1 was in the front vank and wmy venr rank man,
Geo. Jones was shot in precisely the same place ax Brown, from which he
died instantly, the ball having cut some large artery.

By this time both partics seemed willing 10 quit lighting o the day.
and silence settled down over that Bloady hield.

After dark we were moved to the vight, passing over many dead Dodies,
and in the darkness stepping on them before we knew it When we had
marched nearly a mile we [ormed inte line, stocked armes, sl were Todd
to go 1o sleep.

We lay down, but for a time, sleep was impossible 1o men who had passed
through such dreadful scenes that day, aml expected a renewal of them to-
morrow. Thoughts of home would creep in, and many a fervent prayer was
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breathed that wiglt by By, e secostomesd (o gaths e supplication,
Mnn}' Frawed gone o elernily that lllujr', nll ||n|||':-.1nu'-|-.ul.

Fovviwry ek,

The morning of the fieal day in e sew yeare slownesd opon us and found
us in position about the center of the urmy. The preceding night had heen
cold, and numbers of the wounded had perished, from the combined eflects of
their wounds and the cold. T had been detailed “on the Inlicmary covps,”
and was busily eccupicd all the moroing bringiog in (e wounded, Doth
Confederate and Federal. T walked over port of the bottle field of yesterday,
ond saw some terrible sights, In one place two brothers were lying, hoth
killed Ly the same shell,

Contrary to our expectation there was no fighting this day, bat seme
very lively skirmishing; during which we were very much exposed to the
shells which flew in every direction. We oceupiod our position in front of
the lines until night when we were ordered ook ioto the rear.

We then built up fires and lay down for another nights rest, thankful
for having been kept from death that day ot least.

The next day, the enemy's left ellfected o crossing on Stone's river
opposite cur extreme right and Gen. Bragp determined o attack them in
position. He ordered Gen. DBreckenridge with his division to make the at-
tack. We were hurried bock across the river and thrown into line, our
regiment being the right regiment of the army with the exception of some
cavalry, Mo wsooner had we reached our place, than the roar of Four pieces
of artillery poave the signal, forwoard, The sharp shooters Taed been ceacking
away pretty Leiskly in our front, nnd we had only gone o short distanee when
their line was discovered, reaching away to the vight of ws, amd outflanking
us. This was more than we expected, hut the line moved steadily on looking
only to their front. As we entered an open atubble ficld, several hundred
yards wide, the enemy Deing in the womtds on the other side, the whole e
Both artillery and small arms, opered apon os with o dealening eaar, ol the
groans of men on all sides told bow true was their ajim, Qur men replicd
and the battle had commenced in cornest. Alter firing at long range lor a
while aur whaole line dashed Torward with n {.':J'I_"JHHF}' which was irresistable,
and swept the Yankees from their position, tnking numbers of prisoners,
They rushed pell mell to the river, and here shelered by the Lank, and
aided by fresh troops, and maossed antillery from the other side, made a sue-
cesaful stand. Our troops were scattered in the ardor of pursuit and not
expecting such resistance were thrown inte some conlusion and fell back in
disorder. The lines were reflormed in the place where the fight commenced
and then we hnd time to count our numher.

In this bloody fight of net more than an bowe's doacation Beechenridge's
division had loest more than a thousand men.

We spent the preater part of that night, it was dark when the fighting
ceased, in marching about and in atanding picket. To add to our dis-
comforts a cold rain was falling, which put an end to all hope of sleep. The
next morning to put up breastworks, and  awailed an aliack, Towards
night it was whispered abowt that we woulid evaenate. Maorlieeshorn: ad
aboul two hours belore dav, the retveat commenced. We strnggled through
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the mud 1] we reachod Mofeeealoro, aoed stinried eot oo the Wantinee ol
When {!!‘L!,r downed we were several miles Trone e Yankees, Lol they were
very willing to let us alone.

I'Lri{Iﬂ].r1 Jon. 2, 1803,

They were about as badly whipped as we were. We stopped to rest about
dinner time and here, 1 washed my face and hands for the fest time in
five days; ns may be well imagined [ lelt somewhat refreshed.

The loss from our regiment in this battle was one hundred and Glty out
of about three hundred; the names of killed from our company were G5,
Jonea and George Watson., Six or seven were wowmded, some of them
pretty badly,

We marched to Alisonia [Allisona], and rested for a day or two and
then went to Tullahoma.

Our brigade commuonder acled very galluntly o this battle,  winning
good opinions from every one. When one ol the Flurida repiments seemed
wavering in the first days fight, he seived their Lattle flag nud dashing 1o
the front, so animated them by his exomple that ey rallied and drove
the Yankees {rom their posilion.

We were no sooner in camp, thon the wickedoess and deprovity of the
soldiers, began to show itsell in a thousand woys. Card plaving, gambling,
cock fighting and drunkenness were every day amusements,

The thres “invincible” of my mesa lead [led] the van, and sometimes
[ thought 1 would have to quit the mesa, hut afier o while it hecame more
endurable.

We were encomped in o low, mudidy plaee, very abistont Tram wood, and
the weather was hitter cold, 20 we did net enjov ourselves wmeh, On the
whole it was about as disagreeable o month as [ possed ihe whole time ]
was in the army. T look hock now, and wonder low 1 oever cadored

Felruary, March aned Apeil Thnd,

During these three months we remained oear Tolluhoma, We were kept
busy when the weather would admit fortifying, deilling nld reviewing. We
{ormed a complete semicirele of bresstworks and redonlis around the place,
which we were destined never to use. There was some tecrible weather, but
aa we had moved to a better camp and had built chimneys 10 our lents we
did not suffer from it as much as we had belove, Rationa were pretty scant,
but by stealing and foraging around a Ltle we manoged to keep enough on
hand to sustain life.

One of my mess, had been captured st Mueleecadors, sud lued Laen e
placed by Geo. Davia, his equal in meanness Lot oot so good o messanate,
He was no more honest than Smith, but he was too lazy (o steal; and
consequently, we felt Smith's loas. He was decidedly the beat rogue in the
mess, Geo. Davis in addition to his many faults, got very sick while the
ather two membera of the mess were out at Haeeienne Creek, one o hender,
I had to nurse him, and as the surgeons of the regiment i just received a
barrel of whiskey, and were of course, dronk all the time, the pose Fellow
came very near dying.
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Thers wera some upluullhl veviows near s place, amd al one al e
we were presented with the celebvated Mag, by Mrea. Breckenridge, wile of
our Gen,

We were atill in Preston’s beigode, Weeekenridzge"s division, mmd Harvdee's
corps. Gen. Hardea drilled us twice at thin place, awd complimented the
regiment very highly upon thelr proliciency,

May and June LBG3.

In May, we took up the line of march down the railroad in the divection
of Wartrace. We [elt very much elated at Jeaving the miseralile country
around Tullahoma, and going te a place we had heard so moeh of. Alter
maoving around a good deal we encamped aboot Tour miles Trom Warteacs,
on the cast side. While here we enjoyed ourselves finely, We had nothing to
do, and provisions of every kind were plentiful. What more could a
soldier want? A fine stream ran near our camp, and from it we caught fine
fish, which were quite a rarity. We were camped next to the North Caro-
liniana who had treated us so badly at Murfreeshora and the boys made it
a point of honor to steal everyihing from them they could lay their hands
upon, Our mesa as wsual came in Tor o share of the ploonder,

While here Gen. Dreckenridpge and Preston, both left s, e former
going to Mississippi; the latter 1o Mexico, on some mission. The departure
of Gen. Breckenridge caused quite & scene in our regiment as e men were
devotedly attached to him. When be came to bid us Tarewell, e could not
truat hin voice to speak wee i bl dieen wordss Tanl wlieeling his hoase
gilloped off, and wan soon ont ol sight,

We were now transfevred to0 e Didgaade, T Stewonitn livinion,
Havdee's Corps. The Livigade wan composed aof e 2000 T, Gl 1 Smith,
30th and 15th Tenn., Cal, Tyler, AT Gear, Caol. Joe Soith, Dy G, Shar g
shooters. Maj. Caswell, i the Exfaln light astillery,

The corps was composed of Johnston®s amd Steart™s div isions

A number of troops had about this thoe, Leen sent to Missboippi, o
Joe Johnston's army, so our fovee was reduced very moel, A soon as the
enemy heard that part of our foree T Teen seot ol ey e preparations
for the long delayed advance,

Hoovers l‘.hp, Wnthmmlnf June 24th, 1563,

On Tuesday June 23rd we had an inspection by Maj. Clare, Gon, Birapgp's
stafl, During the inspection the ronr of connon was heacd inoone Tront, and
we began to think we would have some Ggliing to de soon, The next day,
Wedneaday the 24th, aliout two o'clock o conrier came galloping up pale with
fright and excitement, and announced the enemy in two miles of o camj.
The drum beat the long roll immediately and in a very short time our
regiment and the Georgia sharpshooters were on the march to the threatened
point. The other regiments were 1o Tollow as soon as ready, The Yanks
had run over our cavaley, anid came very near suepeising us, When we il
marched a mile and a hall a steay covaleymon anonouneed them in sight,
The rrgiment was instanlly l!llnwu vl ealom Dy 1'1|||1}|||||.'|1'-|_ shiriishiers
thrown out, and double-quicked forward. In a minute or twe we saw their
cavalry videttes coming at gallop, O skirmishers lied on them, aml
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they did not wait for a second volley but turned and fled, The regiment was
marched onwards o short distance and thrown into position o support a see.
tion of artillery which bl come up. We wera placed Gmmediately in Trom
of it amd sheltersd by w Linde Bill, The Yankee e won now o view ol
they soon replied to our Lattery, Our position was very exposed te theiy
shell, and thres of our men were killed at the some times Tooadd ta our
discomfort it had commenced to rain and we were almont overflowed,

Aller remaining hore for hall an lowr, the Yaokees attempled e Mank
us on our lelt, and we were moved o meet them, They hal gt puesession
of a hill, covered with large trees, from which Gen. Bate determined to drive
them, il possible. He therefore ordered our regiment to make the attemp.
We formed in the edge of the woods and advanced up the hill,

The undergrowth wan very thick and we were unable 1o see the Yankees
until we came within thirty yards of them, Their fiest ling was driven hack
in great disorder, but the woods were Tull of them. Here | think 1 killed my
first yankee, and maybe my last one. We ran against a line of Yanks that
was too strong for us and falling back, in no confusion, but with consider-
able swiftness, was then the order. We retired a quarter of a mile, and re.
formed but no advance was made. We marched alout through the muod that
night until every hone in my body had s thousand aches, but still, no rest,
The next day we were on picket, the enemy not advancing any on our part
of the line. Friday evening the whole line advanced, and considerable
skirmishing and artillery firing ensued. The night was spent expecting an
attack, which did not come. A drove of loose colts ereated considerable
excitement with the pickets, but no one wan hurt, Saturday morning the
whaole army stacted boek to Tullahoma, which point we veached that evening
very much Tntigued.  Sunday the everlasting Yanks had s out again;
this day Gen. Starnes was brought in, by us, mortally wounded,

In the bloady little fight a1 Hoover's Gap we bad sixty two men killed
and wounded out of one hundeed o Gfty in action. From eur company
James ‘T, Callender wos killed.

Numbera ol oue men, were seatlered  aronnd theamgh e vy, ool
expecting this lght, some of them weee captored and other did nat et
in for weeks,

July il August 1563,

About the first day of July we commenced our retremt from Misdle
Tennessee, We evacunted Tullahoma in the night, burming what stores we
could not remove, The vnext morming wo crossed Bk viver amd waited until
the enemy ecame up, Our brigade wos left hero an n rear guard until the
army got some distance in advance. There was some pretty shunrpr cannonail-
ing, and some of the cavalry were killed. When wo lelt this viver we huarried
rapidly on, and overtook the command on the mountain, We descendel
the mountain near Jasper, Marion County, and erossed the Tennessee river
below Look Out Point, here we went into camp to recruit onr strength after
the long, fatiguing mareh,

.-"thr |l"'lTH'I1I|11IlI|‘, hiere IIIHHII o oweek we were Doavilesd on i varn, sl taken
through Chattanooga 1o Tyners Station on the Cliattamonga amld koaoxvills
Railroad, Gilteen miles Trom Chattanonga,
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AL Tynors Statlon wo went into eamps fon the somer. While nn thia place,
the army was drilled and disciplioed, until it was again in lighting oder il
ready for the enemy.

We were troubled here by several thinggs The ratians were seanty ancl
bad, the wood was hard to got, fiea and lice equal to ase ol Egypt alwsinalied,
and the weather was exceedingly hot.

Mear the last of August, the enemy commenced shelling Challanosga, andd
his movements showed a determination to attempt the passage of the river,
Our command was put in motion and marched down the river, o some ferey.
Here our cute doctors detected a man in the act of playing sick, and ex-
posed him. This was quite a remarkable case.

About the last of the month we were ordeved to Kuuxville and got as far
as Loudon. Here we were ordered back to the main army.

Seplember 1863,

The first of this month we were ordered back 1o Chaltancoga. At Loudon
we met Buckner’s command retreating from Knoxville which had heen
occupied by the enemy. At Loudon by aceident, what was called “sick flowr,”
was issued to the troops, and such a “ealling on York™ was never zeen hefore,

We went as far as Charleston by rail and here Jeft the ears, aml started
on foot. While at Charleston an election for thivd Lieut. took place in
which T was defeated. 1 waa then promoted to fivst Serpeant. Aller seme
hard nights marching, we erossed  the Clnttnnoopn vailroawd ot Chsltawa
[Ooltewab] and  procecded o the fieat stntion sl Tieadd o 1l
Western and Atlantic romd heve we learned thar the sy Tesl evienaled
Chaltanoogn.

Mext morning we went e Laloyette, alout twenty nibes fronn Chattanng,
and now occurred one of the most exciting compaigns of the ware Gen,
Rosecrana, who commanded the Yankees was very carcless, and several
times only eacaped destroction by the weplect ol oue penerals n oo
avension ot seme cove in e maontaing, oue beigmde aml divisien were in
advance, and had some prety sharp skivnishing. They escaped this time
on aceount of Gen. Hindman's incompeteney. On the 16th of this month we
commenced our preparations for the long looked for battle, which was to
decide this campaign. On the 17th we left Lalayette where we lhad Leen
encamped for several days, and marched towards Chattanooga, We marched
slowly and on the 18ih late in the evening cane up with the Yankee's
advance near Chicamauga River. When the firing commenced our regiment
wos in rear of the ordinance train, and had 1o doublequick about ball a
mile in dust shoe deep to regain our position in line. We were exposed

Saturday, September 19, 1863

to artillery that evening, and two men in the brigade were killed. Night put
an end to the fight and we lay down to dveam of tamorrow, and the terrible
struggle we knew it would Dring,

On the morning of the 19th, Saturday, we were put in motion about sun
rise, and hoth armies made prepacation for the dey, The day wae Liright andd
beautiful, and the world never seemed hall so attractive hefore, now that
there was a good clance Tor leaving it soon. Fvery thing was quiet until
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about eight or nine o'clock when light skirmishing L o o vight. Tt
was tolerably light for hall an hour when the Lttle ecommenced o earnest,
and from that time till dark there was a continual roar of small nrma and
artillery that made the very leaves on the trees quiver. | never heard auch a
crashing of small arms lLefore, and hope | never will again,  Our division,
Stuarts was moved to the right by slow degrees, so that by midday we were
directly in rear of the heaviest firing. Our Corps (Buckner's) had been en-
gaged some time when our division was ordered into aclion., We wore sent in
by brigades, and two brigades, Clayton's and Brown's il preceded us We
saw them both repulsed, and moving to the front, were soun under o very
heavy fire. We pressed steadily forward unchecked Ly the murderous dis.
charges, of their small howitzers, loaded with cannister and grape, and drove
the first line from their position. Here ocourred the pretiicst Gighting during
the whole war. We rushed up on a little hill, and the enemy were just
below us, all crowded together in a deep hollow. Our rifles were in prime
condition and our ammunition so good that [ really enjoyed the fight.
The enemy's reserve was soon hrought up and then we hund hard work tn
hold our position. Finally near dark we were driven back some distance,
when night put an end to the conflict.

We slept on our arms that night prepared Lo renew the lLattle at early
dawn. Nothing decisive had been done but the enemy were very el
alarmed. We had eaptured a good many guns Tram i, and deiven hin
from several strong positions. Al night Jong the Yionkees were husy are
ranging their lines, and the clatter of thonsands of axes, Toctilying, and
the rolling of artillery to positions told us that tonocrew waunld e o
Moody dny. MNumbers of wounded Lot lelt Betworen the B ol
their eries for help were heart-rending.

Sunday, September 20th, B0,

Just at day break we sprang to our feet, wnd prepared for the expueled
attack. It did not come however, for the Yankees had had enough of us
on the preceding day, Everything was so quiet this heautiful Sulhath morn-
ing, that for several hours we all thought there would b ne lighting.
About nine o'clock the terrible slaughter commenced again and from that
time until dark our ears were deafened by such a noise and confusion
as seldom falls to the lot of man to liear. At sun set, in despite of the
most determined opposition we had driven them back at every point anid
they were in full retreat for Chattancoga. Then every one seemed wild
with joy, from Generals down to privates, all joined in the exultant cheers
that rang over that blood stained ficll, telling in tones as lowd as lieaven's
artillery,” that we were victorious, Wild shouts ron Trem one end o oor
lines to the other and even ithe poor wounded Tellows lying about through
the woods joining in.

Provisions were brought up and as soon as enr exeitement had sulisided
we lay down to obtain that much needed rest, expecting ere the night
was over, to start in pursait of the retrealing Yankers, We were top
tired to heed the dead hodies lying all around ns, so close we could almost
touch them with our hands.
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Conteary to the expectations amd desive of ecvery one, we venmnined
on the battlefield all day Monday, We spent the greater part ol the day
in rambling about over the hattlafichl. The graund win thickly covered with
brush and fullen limbs, which were very dey. The batteries had o many
places fired this and- some of the wounded men, unable to get ou of
reach of the Mames, perished miserably in the five. 1 saw numbers of the
dead who were no burned and clinreed by fiee as o vesemble ald Tops, more
than human heings.

Our dead were all buried during the day, but the greater part of the
Yankees wore lolt where they [ell,

I had been in great danger several times during the batte, Men were
shot down all around me, but | was not touched. My right hand man re-
ceived two bullets belore he could get away [rom his first wound,

On the 19th we were exposed 1o a very heavy fire of artillery, for two
or more hours, We were lying down in the grass, and numbers of the men
actually went to sleep, while the shells were lursting all around them.

Our brigande was small at this time, numbering a thousand muskets:
out of this we lost over six hundred. Lo my regiment the loss was ninety-
eight out of one hundred and sixiyiwo.

We moved quietly down 1o Chinttanooga, and Torming our Lines aronml
the place, Tortilied and went dnto comp. Oue Bioes extemded Tran Lookout
Mountain to Chicamauga River, and had a Goe position.

Ololier, 13063

We were almost starved during this month. The rations were very scant
at best, and then somctimes the railroad  woulll wol come up to Hime,
Then it wan deeadful. Ooe oecasion 1 well remembor, when Tor thee daye,
in place ol our meat ration of three quarters of a pound of beel, or one sisth
of a pound of bacon, we drew one spoonful of sugar daily. We were con-
strained to add to our allowanee by “charging sutless™ amd caling corn,
beef guts, and all other kind of trash that came in our way.

Our picket line was very near the enemy, and alter a time an apreement
was made to quit firing at each olher, and alter that it was easy work,
standing guard, Quite an exchaoge of poapers, tohaceo and collie was
kept wp until orders from headguarters put an el Lo il

With the exception of an occasional shell wo were exposed 1o very linle
tdonger during this month s hod rations been mone hentifol we vould
have had o vight easy time. My mess had again been clinged ;) they wore now
W. & J. Barnes, J. Stephens and myself.

We were moved about so often that we did nit have muoch chanee for
making ourselves comfortable, but by the aid of big fires we manaped to
keep from froczing, Part of thin month the vain desecended dncessantly and
the weather was about as bad as could be. The army continued in excellent
health and spirits, notwithstonding the many trials of both, we were suls
jDCIl:I‘] te, and waited for the enemy o b stievedd ot of Chaltunooga,
giving him an occasional shelling by way of veminder. How we were dis-
annointed will soon he shown.
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Munnlay, Novembes 2abi, 108,

Gen, Longatrast's eorpm wan sent o Konosville alamt e st of s month,
Otlier troops were alwo sent off, wod wdied G the sl cntions, L weatler,
and the inoctive life we had been living for two months, and it will be seen
that we were in poor plight for an sctive campaign.

O the morning of the 24th, the enemy’s long lines were discovered
along the outside of their Tortifications, We at onee knew ot theie expectod
maovemenl had been commenced, and ot theee o'clock e sharp cattle of
musketry was heard on our right where onr skivmishes were attacke,
Our regiment was moved Lo the extreme tight where we were exposed
to a pretty sharp arlillery fire, and one of our company, James Mitchell,
was killed. Ile was buried that night, under cirenmstances which called
forth a repitition [recitation?] from one ol the compony, of the paem, the
burial of Sir Jolm Moure, Poor fellow, their relative positiois were cone
siderably different.

At night we moved back to our former position and spent the night in
vooking rations, and eareying our bagpoge up the steep Ridpe bebind s,
Maorning Tound our anny in position an e top of Mission Widge; all the
troops, but skirmishers, having been withdrawn [rom the valley, below. The
enemy mancuvered about all the morning, and it was not until after mid-
day that any peneral ndvance was mode, Fvery movement in the plaios, below,
wan visible to us, and a sublime scene wos prescoted o our view, when
the massive columns began their onward march, In front of the oot of the
ridge was a field of half a mile in widih, and o they ootered this, our
nrtillery, with one simultaneous peal, began the work of denth The Yankeos
cronsed the held snd pressed Torward ope the Widge. To frant of our division
they were casily repulsed, but our lines were hroken Lol on the right and
left of us and the eneny, forming ot vight angles w0 e fortifications,
swepl everything beluve hine  Our beigade, commanded by Cal. Tyler,
fought nobly, and when the retreat commenced, marched leisorely, aml
in pood order, 1o the rear. We were the only command of 1he whale left
wing which was unbroken. Gen. Beapgg, i lis ollicial repoct, said, “that
the army was saved was owing to Bate's small Int gallant leigade” Gen.
Bate was soon aller mule a Division General.

I was marching slowly away from the top of the Widge, and had just
fived my pun ot the Yankees, when | felt o sensation, as il someone lul
struck me with a board, 1 koew that | had been shot, and aller an examina.
tion, started from the field. 1 erossed the Chicamanga River, and made
my way to the railvoad, hoping toopet wn the enrsc A the stition T learoel
that the cars would not come up, and in company with many other wounded
men, | started down towards Dalton, | marched all might aml reached
Ringold before flﬂ}'- That day T started oll agnin, aml oext day areived o
Dalton, tweotydive miles from Mission Wdge. T owas carpletely Liraken
down, and my wound was becoming quite painful. 1 got on the cars here anl
started, on top, in o cold rain, for Marietia, 1 went ta the hospital here, b
wis l'ﬂll'l'il'!fl nexl I|H}’ ty Unele .T-" where 1 owaos Jdomnel 1o I.JI'IlIl't‘r!H il
winlTering.

* Jessin Thomas, U 5 {sllector of lotevasl Revemsne in Xa-linills s il lee=inming
il 1l s
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I won very kindly tveated by Dee Setta, who was o practicing physician
in that place, nud wanted Tor nothing which conld Lo supplicd by Trienids ol
velatives, Unele Tke's and J's fomilies were liviog together, aod the howse
was small and pretty full. G, 5." was alse theee wounded,

[ felt very much fatigued for o short time bot sonn eeovered  Trom
that, and imagined T would be well divectly, bt b shighily disappaioted.

December 1063, January 10074, Fels

My wounds gave me a great deal of trouble during the monuth of December
and it was not until Christmas that 1 commenced improving, 1 had quile o
rest from seldier life, but it was too poainful 1o bwe pleasant. Tno January,
alter I was able to go about, 1 enjoyed mysell very much, Ulncle §, [Jessic
Thomas] & I's families were living then at opposite ends of the village, and
I spent my time in visiting from one to another. I was under lasting obliga-
tions to Dr. Dupre, for his kind attention. In fact he, T helieve, suved my
life. 1 was also very kindly treated by Mr. Morgan and his {amily.

The first of February, having sufficiently recovered to le sent Lack to
the army, | rejoined my regiment at Dalton. I found them encamped upon
a high hill one mile north of the place. My mess were very comfortably
settled in a little dophouse of a place, about ten by six fect in extent. The
proapect was nol very 1'.]11'.4'.|'ing,, and as the HUT e todd me 1 owas unfit
for duty, I got another furlough, and wenl rejuiciog back 10 Marieta,
Ioiotended to po to Pickenaville, Alabamn, Tloas there was danper Trom
the Yanks, [ determined not to go.

About the last of Felmuary, several divisions of the anny wers startend
te Missiasippi to meet o movement in it divestion s an advanes in frant of
Dialton necessitated their recall, however, just as e advanee reached Maont
[Montgomery ], Ala. The mevement on Dalton was only o Teint and alfte
a few days skirmishing, the Yankees went back 1o Chattonooga. Our loss
was trifling. I had gone to Hogansville when this movement commenced,
and I started Lack to my command, hut only reached Atlanta wheo 1 heard
the vews of the retreat. 1 very willingly deferred my return te the aomy until
the expiration of my furlough.

March and April, 1864

1 procured a furlough for a few days in March and went back Lo Marieta.
After this I made up my mind to stay with the army until I either received
anather wound or was sick. Our eamp life was varied by dilferent nmuse.
ments.  For the religionaly inclined, there was o considerable revival of
religion in the brigade to attract their allention; others, net e pious,
could attend the cock fighta, and ecould also take a lund at poker or seven
up. 1 am afraid those of a pious turn of mind were decidedly in the minority.

The men of our army took up ball playing here, as an amusement. Break-
ing down the stocks also became quite fashionable, and many laghalide
incidents occurred. During the winter we had much sport in snowhalling,
an unusually heavy fall of snow happening,

" Isanc Litton, also relerred 1o ne Uncle L
" Gearpe 5. Litton?
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During the winter Gen, Joe Jolinsten, liwdd mnnperseded Gens B ine oo
muand of the army, and as part of his steatepy cansisted o Teeding his men
well, we were living upon the fat of the lud, which was poor enough. The
contrast Lo our provious dict was so macked, it we dmagined owe were
doing finely. Gen. Johnston gave oniversal salisfuction, aml o marked
change was soon perceptible in the army. e infused o portion ol Lis
active spirit into his subordinate officers, and the consequence was that we
were better clothed, and better provided for in every way than we T
lieen for a year before,

The approach of warm weather told us that our work fu the sumnier
would soon commence, but T do nat think anyone lad a thonght that he
task would prove so long and bloody. Near the latter part ol April every-
thing was made ready for nction, sl every day we lstened Teer Wl savnnul
ol cannon at our outposta,

May 1864, Saturday May 14k, 1861

We were kept in constant excitement during the first week of this manth,
and about the #th were marched out in carnest. The enemny had driven in our
advance, and were in position at Tunnel THI when we Tormed aur lines at
ltocky Face Ridge. They soon came up in our front and ik shirmishing
commenced. We had excellent works, and were comparalively safe. We
remained here several days in full view of cach other, and heing onoan
elevated position had a fine view of the Gghting between the pickets O litde
fight which taok place after nightfall was partealarly woticed. | il
denth or mutilntion for e, while here, only Ty o daie's Beeadthe A Tegament
of shell would certninly love struck me but for a cirewmstanee which 1omnst
consider providential. O the night of the L2 aur troasps evacmted Thllon
and marched to Resaca. During the night of fhe 13th we worked at the
fortification, and on the 14h, about 12 o'cleck the coemy mlvanced in
force, and began a heavy attack. We repulsed several assanlts, and about
three o'clock we were sitting behind our rail piles waiting Tor another elarpe.
At this time I was shot by a sharpshooter whe had crawled within a short
distance from the warks., 1 was sitting down, closely wedged in by my
companions on every side, Tor the position was very exposed, when all al
once I felt a terrible shock and with a sinking consciousness of dying, hecame
insensible. In an instant I recovered my senses, and fownd mysell with
my head fallen forward on my breast, and without power to move a scle.”
I could hear the blood from my wound paltering on the ground, and think-
ing I was dying, almost thought | saw eternity opening Lelore me. I feht
so weak, so powerless, thut 1 did wot know whether 1 owas dead or not
The noise of the battle secmed miles awny, and my thouphts were all
pent up in my own breost. My syalem was pavalived, bty i was
terribly active. My head was full of o buzzing din, and the seund of that
Blood falling on the ground scemed louder than o catavact. | limally recovenl
the use of my tongue and still thinking | was dying, told the hoys that it
was no use to do anything for me, that T was o dead oan, AL this time

“ A minie hall stenek Cooprer i the snibidle o e et pasing:
on the back righthand side of the neck, miznrulonsly missing the <pival eord ot
jupulor vein,

thisenieh el enereingy
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I ocould hear vemacks around me, which, although very complimentary,
were not at all consoling, When first shot one man exclaimed, By Gaod, they
killed a good one that time,” another "My God! Cooper’s Killed,"” and
several othor equal 1o these, Finally Capt. Luvcos diveeted thee mam divectly
boehind me, ). Goe, of Co. 1Y oo contel hold of the wound il By B sl 1w
Wood. To my wurprise he succeeded, and in ball ao bour, o less tine,
I had sulliciently recovered my strength to start o the vear. 1 walked hall
a mile through perfect showers of balls, and resehed the amibulance per-
lectly exhausted, 1 was taken to the hospital, and alier leing exposed to
rome danger [rom shells, that night wo were taken to the cailvond, anal
then to Atlanta, 1 sullered some from my wounds belore 1 venchied Atlanta Lt
was well cared for when | was taken to ithe hospitals, T owas alivoot e et
lorsaken looking object that came to that place, | know, and when | got off the
cars felt pretty sheepish., The entire “orystal of my pants™ was pgone, and
I was covered with blood and dict, so T had veasans Tor Tecling slieepish,
being exposed to the sharp cyes of about Toure hundred Lulies. 1T theie
eyes were sharp, their hands and hearts were tender as | soon experienced.

After a short time | was carried to Marietta, wherve | almoa considered
my home, by Aunts L. & £, and heve | had o delightful vest for a week:
the Yankees moved ua however, so we o wont to Atlaota, Bofooo car Boaded
with girla, and took up our abode in the theatre there, called the Athenewm,
Here we intended to stay but a week or two, but the sequel proved, o much
longer term of acting on the stage.

In the action above, one of my company, John Savaze wan killed, Heps-
mental Toss about wikty, Teom oo handved and Gl

June and July 1864, Friday July 2204,

Our atay in the theatre at Atlanta was particularly pleasant to me. We
had o merey cvowd and had nothing to do bot te amuse sueselvis, ol
of course we took advantage of the opportunity, The first week in Julv having
recovered from my wounds, b started back 1o the army, in o company with
G5 [Gearge S. Litton] and J. L™ 1 found my regiment busily enpaged
in fortifying just Leyond the Chattahooche[e] river, the army having fallen
back 1o that peint. | was warmly received and in a short time felt perfectly
al home again, We held our position here o few days, in Tull view of the
enemy, with continual skirmishing in our front, and then vetired to the
South bank of the river. We now enjoyed two or three days rest which
was much needed, On the L6th of July, Gen, Jolmston, 1o the deep sorrow
of the whole army, was superseded in command, by Gen, Hood, On the
1tith of Jul'_lf I received my promolion o l'l.il][l']. The letier Trom Gen, Tybkee
in regard to it said, for meritorious conduel, was the promotion given
Very flattering indeed; From the 16th to the 220d we were maneuvering
ahout and  skivminhing, and oo the 2%l we had o big Gphie T this
engagement, I, Horton, one of my wlil company and an intbmate Trivol
was killed.

On the 23rd 1 wan ordered upon duty as Aid[«], at Brigade Head Quaiters,
and mounted on o omule Tram whieh the owner Tadd Been Lilled b dbis

" Eliza and Elisabeth Early.
" Unidlentifind,

164 Tennesser 1NISTORICAL QUARTERLY

H o]y vnreer s
Under thess chearing aunpices, 1 commen )

g alirly kil to e, ol

“gtafl oflicers.” The men of the lirignde were partic

1 got along famously. e
4 i reupied : ;
iter part of this month was oo marel
In;;] t::r:l:nd ;"E.tlm:lu,+ and skirmishing had become so ummlunu Ihnlrll :I.x:.:illqjl
i i ly found us ahwout three or lour niles

ittle or no attention. The last of Ju / it thre TEsR
t'I:-I: of Atlanta, well fortified and the Yankees only a litth Ihﬁl“lllll-.{ll.lll 4I|:r
front, They were near enogl Lo anney us weitly shiells, aml " 'T"I' [I; Ash !..u v.l
T Immn ane. We were well fed and in pretty o spivite, although we

£ Wi ¥
had hardly recovered from the lown of Ol Joe.

in marching and countermarch.

August 1564, Saturday August Gth,

[ had now entered upon my dulics as a stafl oflicer in carnest and man

i ! le tuke at night in my
onely rides and walks 1 was compelled to tuk ght in 1
::::d:hﬂ t!lur EcHmui Quarters” consisted of the following |c1vr1aul1s,[ ,{'ﬂi'
T.B Smith scting brigadier, Captain Charley Douglas AAA. I:Tn., _.leul.
T. ‘S‘]anu A. A L Gen. Jas, L. Cooper and Vernon hh-wjtmm .I—'ilu [e_]:.[
'Dn the filth of this moenth we, our brigade were placed in position Ijrll rlu;'l:
of the lines, as a trap for the Yunkees. We were ol work |;l-url}' al Iil‘l!'.,ll“
: ral occasionn only saved (ro
i ur trap, and 1 was, on severa L iy
.b'e‘;::“;?:fl i;u' the sagacity of my mule. Saturday the Gth, t'luial-..l‘tjmlu:u. :
thinking we were only skirmishers at daylight, ﬂllill'Ll'l".Ilh. : 1"..!. 'fu ".
considerably worsted, and left in a hurry. About twelve o'elock 1!"} "1"II":"
irlll in foree, and hurled theic polinng apainat ol Ilqlllv lnlp-_.-lu i | :uly
.1 e el almost Dhivunt o breast, e
oo met gallantly and after u fierce struggle, o y o
::::':1: ﬂed“ leaving the ground covered with their dead and wounde L I\‘- 1I
E;rr.utr.d over n hundred atond ol arms, thirty prisoneis, il lu'.<.+1:x'la.|||1“1:H
N;Imn, belonging to the Hth Tenn, regl. mu!. 1200 Ohia, i'I'||.|1~.Iu1m.].1 r.H
c:mnp]rlr. and the brigade was complimented in general orders, Ty our eorg
commander, 5. D. Lee. - ) _
The Tth was consumed in skirmishing, and in returnin i
having only a few men in. our former position. One of the men klled
wounded federal this day, by mistake.

i to the main lines,

August 1864,

After this fight it was a continual skirmish until the last :-[I ll:r‘n:f]::[ltl;;
1 went to Eatonton about the 24th to get funds ta pay fo .-|] “ir‘; Ill|i]n
1 had got from T. Boatick. T was lao give filteen hundred :Inllurla 1n.r i
1 succeeded and returned after an absence of three days to line “'.-li. ;',.f-
again, in motion, to front the enemy who were endeavoring o rea

M. & A, R

Wednesday, August 31st, 1864,

i ; ' Hardec's, was pul

The night of my arrival from Fatonton, our Corps, : air
in motion for Jonesboro, | was absent from camp after my horse, a :
not rejoin the brigade until within a few miles of Joneshora, This march,

——rm——

1 Cooper apparently had referance to the Macon and Western Tailrom] which ran from
Macon 1o Ailanta.
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about twelve miles, win mde in the might, When within o few wiles ol
the town, we were halted by the announcement that the eneiny were on e
road in our front. I was sent out by General Smith “on a scout,” but found no
enemy. We marched through Joneshora, and i ilaylrenk took position in
front of the Yankees, who, on the preceding evening had ot very near the
railroad.  Gen. Hardee had orders from Gen, Mool to drive them from
their position, and after much mancuvering, about two o'clock, we were
ordered forward. We had to march a considerable distance through the
pine woods before we reached the enemy, and were much exposed to shells,
When at last, his skirmishers were driven in and we clarged into o wide
cornfield in front of his position, such o destructive storm of hullels was

August 1864,

poured on us that we declined to stay there long. We allerwards learned
that they were armed with sixteen shooters. After the repulse we retired
to our former pesition and fortified. We had lost a large proportion of
officers in this battle, Col. Gracie, Maj. Driver, Maj. Guthrie, Maj. Tankersly,
and others among the number. Robert Allison of my ald company was
killed. My horse was severely wounded and | was set a fool for the time.
We remained here two days hut having evacuoted Atlante, and our lines
being driven back on the right, we retreated to Love Juy's Station, The night
we retreated we could very distinctly hear the bursting of shells amaong the
stores that were being burned in Atlanta,

At Love Joy's, we were joined by the army and here we hadd more skirmish
ing. The enemy aoon withdrew from our Tromt, wndd went back to Atlanta, and
then we enjoyed a season of comparative quiet,

September 1864 & October.

After resting alout two weeks, we recommeneed o weary labors, On
the L8th, we left our camps at Joneshoro and 1hat wight reached the West
Point R. R. We fortified, and went into camp again. While here President
Davis paid us a visit of inspection. We were now deprived of our Corps
Commander, Gen. Hardee and placed under Gen. Cheatham,

On the 29th of September, we crossed the Chattahoochie river and marched
in the direction of Marietta. We stayed in sight of the Kennesaw mountain,
near Ma. [Marietta], for a day or two and then started in the divection of
Dalton. On the 18th October we reached Mill Creek Gap, near Dalton, We
had marched near Rome, G and crossed e Couvsn river at Coosaville,
We had quite an exeiling march and on one vecasion il o linle skiremisl
at & bridge, which was quite romantic on necount of cerlain incidents.

At Mill Creek Gap we Lo quile an excitement ol charvging o Dloek
house, but the Yanks fortunately surrendered, leaving us lots of good things
in their house. After teariog up the railvaad at Dalton, we moved in the
direction of Gadsden. 1 was the last man 1o leave Mill Creek Gap, and a1
loaked over the scene of desalntion, T felt “sorge™ lonelv. At Dalton we
captured a regiment of negro soldicrs who were at ance pul e waork,

We reached Gadsden about the 1tk ar AN of Oetober, and cwent into
camp for a day or two; we then resumed our march for Florenee, Ala., pass.
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ing near Decatur, AL this pliee uhout thiny of nu.l' lullli:,-,.|le.lc.‘ 1.:'I|I-ll'q;uh:ll:-r::
prisoners while on picket. | had just leit them II'III{! mlll.n“| ) I:!;I.I.Ir]l: -‘,.:,.h,..d
mysell. Alter starving here o day or two, we apain st Im. Wi l.w{ I]I::.:,;“.Ir H".d
the neighborhood of Florence. We cromed the viver tiul- I-l!-1_i- ARioE
went into camp west of Florence, und here we sty m.ull ! -.ll ;..1 il
sick at heart with the delay. The troops were also on pretty short ri ;
and the terribly cold weather rendered this very unfortunale.

November 1864, Wednesday, November 30th.

About the 22nd of thia month, we commencel iHIF_l'IHIII'l_'I Tr-lnlt'ur |'.]u.| :I*.:u'.::
into Tenncssee. It was a terribly cold day and the rain as it [{!. rq{;.ri. H..;i
hard mass on my horse’s manc. We mun:%m:l through W EI'I.III{:H}:I:THT [ﬂ 1I| }';::;d
boro] and in a day or two began Lo see ﬁ‘b‘ldcrtl;:l:‘.ﬂ ol the Yankees, ILL_ m'l;hi.""
horses and men along the road, where Forrr:ssts cavalry h.m! lieen & ;”.I[n = lh:
with them. On the 26th, we renched ﬂulumhm,‘ and went into Li:l]';‘.l[]r :{. :niming.
enemy’s entrenchment. We had gquite an 1.1'|tn.rr:.:’-lmg .1_131';_ “:i,:.,m: iting
the pickets and skirmishers. In some ]j'lﬂt:‘.u:% their line wus ”.'I xmﬁ B
fine dwelling houses which adorned this country. e ol our s :
Lad to move his unele and aunt from e picket Im:lr. T

On the 27th, the Yankees retired to lhq.‘1:1|l]HlHll!‘- Linnk of 11:.[ Illi-“:.]::-"“.
on the morning of the 29th, Gen. Haod, with the preates ]-Mlt| L.- 11!.: .{ .l]l::
crousmed Duek River above Columbin, nnd ('r'lflmn.'m'r:u! to prain L {1]‘ n ("r e
enemy. lHere a great Blunder was r.unurnl?u-ul ].ly munlrmu-.l. .1”.. I.[-:']!;I.:
Chenthn:n's was in advanee, but we lay oll night in ln-:um;-,.c |-I.|rl|c.: : :1 st
road and permitted the Yankees 1o pass rl.l_u]l]fl. Mt IHIHTTIE' -;ru lnni,m.
Spring Hill, just as the rear puard was retiving and caplures :':||1I.1H..,1-[il,'-:~3|
prisoners. We closely pursued them that day, and aboul twe 1:: U.‘H.‘.k v
in aight of Franklin where they were strongly f'I1I‘1'111|r‘.!IL:_:].. An o 11.l:1] ﬂ~w
at once ordered, and about four o'clock, after a lively little time with e
skirmishers, the charge was made. On seme parls af e J1:1r'_.]_11. II.IIT? !-;Jl.:‘::; ],

ful, we were nol. In advancing to the attack we bzl dos s o ””f.]. ll“ T't:_[.
Mrs, Bostick’s yard and then into an open field, where we w!.}IL. er ;[e‘}l
exposed. [ere Capt. Carter was killed, in sight of lis home. ] |1'L:;;m?1.l. 53
soon after the fight commenced and gave my horse lo a wount E; .JrlL] :
Of all the battles T have witnessed, this was the moest llu!m-fiy.. 11I1 :Lt: J:’E_t
fought with a desperation | have never seen l‘-fl!ll'l“(‘.(l. [ ;.u::m:' .}.l. u.:;“
the Yankee works was literally piled with e, Sorme ol wan were mIT.lw
to pieces. One man [ saw had forty-seven bullet h_nlr..v. 1]||'I|:-1|p,h t.1|”“-' i ..“
place looked like one vast slaughter pen. f'lll.fhﬂ' gazing on i, 1 f:.l 151r_"|:|
heart for days afterwards. The fighting continued until twelve o'clock at g,
when the enemy retreated to Nashville. e S
1 was struck by a'spent Lall in this action, andd for o tinge Donganed 1y
soverely wounded, but was only sore for a day or two. S —_—
The morning after the battle, 1 walked all over the ﬁnldd an 1u. e ]
that met my paze ballles description. The yankees hud‘ left in B 1t.n|r_:lg.f. Hr:::i
most of the badly wounded were left on the field. Capt. Ln}l:'l-"h:h oal
found until just before day. His wounds Il.ud_nnuivrmi hm_1 du 1!lm.1_.1 l"ll
when found he was calling my vame, and continued o call it ot Ium|~.~ watd
he died. He and I were [ast [riends, and only o few moments helore he was
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?'ll-ill IIO'WH, ] I|"|1 ?'rll'lk."-r! Ly jlilrl nnul |H|rr liiin el Lo slprl ||11' e rr;||:1.\'r|_|n:|
oo soon, but his own reckless dlaving coused his death. s horse, o power-
ful gray lay dead but a shoet distanee from him, One by one, my true,
trieed friends were passing owoy, and D lell that woleas T oveceived iy
quictus soon, 1 would stand alone.

The result of the baule of Franklin was a bootless victary and a de-
moralized army. The men were so disheartencd by gazing on that seene of
slaughter that they had not the nerve for the work before them,

The day after the Lattle, George Litton and myacll with smoe dilliculty,
got permission to go to Kittie Robinson's until the next Jduy. We reached
there belore night and enjoyed ourselves as only men con, who have not slept
in a house for months, nor had enough to cat for years. Our time wos
lengthened out Lo several days, and then we started back witl good eluthing
and our war bags full of provisions. T also bad a big black horse, and was
actually mistaken for some general or other, I don'l know whom. We
started in the direction of Nashville, as we had been informed that our di
vision was there with the army, which was by this time within three miles
of the city.

December 1864, Wednesday, December Tih, 1501,

We learned when we prl'{:uﬁ!l!!il Mashyille that our commaml was oear
Murfreesboro, and accordingly started in that direction. 1 reached the
regiment just belore dark, and to my great disgust they were onee more in
sight of the enemy, and enpaged in o sharp skivmish with the pickets. My
new elothes, horse and last but not least, my war sack, heing duly inapected
and pronounced all vight, T once more enlered upon my duties, Next muorning
the command commenced moving 1o the vight. We were now under the
command of Gen, Forrest,

This wnas on Wt.‘dm‘.miﬂ}’, the 7the We marched swvoss the Wilkinsen
I"ike and then upron o report that the COTEY W L'nmin;_r. ol tooalbnek s,
lell Lack and commenced fortilying, We threw upr some teonpaorary barcicamdes
and remained in poaition until about three o'clock, when he enemy advanced,
taking our fortilication[s] in the flank and rendering them useless. Our brignide
was hastily formed across the pike, and before our line was established, the
Yankees made their appearance in a ]C-III_.; line COMNE across an open collon
field. We opened fire upon them at once, and consideralily staggered, they
halted. I was at this time sent hack to Gen. Forrest, by Geo. Smith, [or a
liatlery, the Wuﬂhingiou Artillery, and when T came back, and T did oot
tarry long, not an enemy was o be acen, They were all lying down in the
cotlon field and whenever they would ey G dvanee, ey were geceiviad
with such o dendly five that they were Toreed Lo atape The Lrignele an our vighi
cve way ot this time from some onaccountable venson, aned oo Tew minnles
we were almost surrounded. We were compelled to fall back or be captured,
and we retired, not without some disorder. Qur line was soon re-established
and we slowly moved in the direction of the Creek, where the other brigades
were now crossing. We remained under a pretty sharp shelling to bring
up the rear, and retived across the bridpe alter everything hal erossed.
We were highly complimented by Gen. Forrest by our action in this enga e
ment, but he said that the other troops acted shamefully.
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Wednenduy, Decemben Tty sl

That night we encamped about theee miles fram the battleheld, and nest
morning moved in the direction of Nashville, Belore we pot 1o Lavergne,
there was a considerable fall of snow, whieh freezing next day, rendered the
roads miserable. Numbers of our men were without shoes, nad their Liloady
tracks could be plaialy scen on the ice and snow, T had read ”‘F‘ such things
occurring during the Revolutionary War, hut here were seenes divectly under
my nolice, eclipsing in sulfering all that T hadd ever iz Men weee
actually hobbling along those icy roads, leaving al every slep thie Lilowody
prints of their bare feet in the snow. As may well he imagined we were
several days in reaching Nashville. During the cold weather, our “Iu-.nlt]c[um'[-
ers,” always struck for a house and a fire. One night we stayed with I:n’h'_
Shumate, the next with some Doclor not far from a creck about seven miles
from Nashville. The next day we took our position in the lines around Nash.
ville. We were placed to the lelt or West of the Nolensville ike, just in frant
of Fort Negley. From the top of the hill, o full view of the Capitol was to
be had, and also many of the houses ahout the City. Very tantalizing indeed
it was to be in sight of home and not allowed to be there. Here we rested
for two or three days, and I was getting my black horse in fine trim by the
aid of abandoned oats and comn, when the vile Yankees again disturbed ws.

On the morning of the 16th [sic]," we were voused by the infernal voice
of cannon, and the announcement that the enemy were marching out to
attack us. 1 was mounted on my hlack horse, my sorvel heing away, and he
being unused o the noise, could with dillicalty e mana el

The Yankees mode their fist appearance an oour estreme vight, wheee »
brigade of negroes succeaded in petling entively around our sk helore
they were discovered, 1t was only a weak attack and a feaw worlleys sent them
back in a hurry. They now made their appearance on a hill in our front,
and considerable skirmishing ensued. By this time the continnous volling of
artillery on the left told that the attock on the vight was Botoa feint. The
firing deepened in dntensity, antil it was almost o s=tendy vall,

Battle of Mashville,
Thursday, Decembier 17 Taie],'™ 100G

Late in the evening, we recoived information that vur position on the L1
had been forced, and our division (Bates [sic]] vommnenced maving by
the left flank. We moved across the Franklin Pike and soon received
ocular demonstration that the battle was poing agninst us, On every side
were 1o be seen the struggling and wounded men, while the artillerists and
horses without their guns told that more than once battery lad Deen taken.
It was now nearly night and the enemy did not seem inclined 1o press
their advantage, but halted at our works, With sad and heavy hearts fore-
warning us of the day to come, we took our position andd made preparations
for the drended morrow.

 Copper's chronology s eonfused  heres The Tanle ol Mosbeille was fongda o
Thurwlay, December 15, und Friday, December i

I hid,

R [T
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e dlvhsdon wen just Went of the Granny White e witle Clewtbiam’s
division on our lelt, Our hejgade vecapied et ol a0 very sleep Lill
about Il & mile or less from e rond. We hid no entrenehing tools aml
could make but litthe preparation. Some logs ad trees were volled topether,
and made a tolerable protection from minnie [sic] bullets, bul were nutliing
against artillery. The enemy were just at the foot of the hill and their lires
could be seen, and their voices heard plainly all night. Oceasionally they would
fire at us. At daylight the infernal racket commenced. On all sides the
Yankees could be seen moving into position, and our army seemed but
a handful in comparison. Their artillery crowded every hill and there were
not a few, and seemed ready lo blow us out of creation. The sharp fighting
commenced on the right, but there they were repulsed. On the left for a
while they kept quiet, evidently awaiting the result of the fight on the right.
Our division was kept pretty quiet until nearly noon, when they commenced
paying us a few attentions in the way of shells and grape, about half a
dozen at once. About twelve o'clock, having arranged lour batteries to
concentrate their fire on about lwo acres of ground, near the top of the
hill, they began to appreciate us, and from that till we left, a mouse could
searcely [have] lived on that hill. At one time the fire of st least twenty
guns were concentrated upon our position, and all the Gends in Pandeawninm
could nat have created o more ineessant, devilish noise, Shells and caniater
were everywhere, the air was full of them, and it was almost o miracle that
anyone eseaped. Five or six passed through o tree belind which [ wos
silting, at every time approaching nearer my person, uolil ol last 1ol
out. I don't think it was struek after el This lire was continued seveen]
houra, the enemy all the time driving back our extreme vight, until they
had almost gotten behind us. Rain was falling nearly all the evening, and
the ground was very soft and miry. Just before sun down the Yankees
made n vigorous charge on our position and the breastworks Leing leveled 1o
the ground, and half of the men killed or disabled of conrse, they took i

I was just below the crest of the hill, when 1 knew by the increased bring
and the clheering that the Yankees were charging T heand someone say,
“logk up yonder,” and on locking 1 saw the Yaokees and our men so
mixed that it was scarcely possible to tell one party from the other. T did nat
look long enough to confuse them, but mounting my horse, made arrange-
ments to go to Corinth. By the time 1 was on my horse, all the men who
were left came rushing down the hill, and now commenced one of the livliest
[sic] chases of the war. Our men had to cross a ploughed field where the mud
was knee deep, and the vile Yankees were right alter thew, shooting as fast
zs the Devil would let them, and he seemed to bhave very little objection
to their shooting as fast as possible. In addition the varmints had turned
our own cannon on us and were using it betler than we ever conld da.
It was said that Hate's division ron fivst, bt T othink all o tegether, Tt
seemed to me o simultaneous ronning. We hueeied out to the Franklin road
and in the gathering gloom and darkness stacted on the vetreat from Ten-
nessee, All was confusion and dismay, Senree a ddogen men of o regiment
were found together. The army of Tennessee was completely demaralized
aned routed, T wow felt (ot the Confederney was dwdeed pone wp, that we
were o ruined people, We narehied ok to Franklin in dvlde-gquack tione,
reaching there before duvlight, [ happened toomeet aur wigons, ol piving
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my Toprme to o hH‘!f:ljlll.| I ernwleml il|1ﬂ ik ael |hr||1|_ vl el thie gavee wlioeh wia
falling and Tor & Tew minutes it seemed seconds, was Laprpily unesnesinns
that 1 was in existence.

On Friday we passed through Fraoklin and took the rond 1o Columbin,
The different commanda had by this time somewhat recovera] Trom this
demoralization, but the roads were still filled with atragplers. We camped
that might at Spring Hill, through which place, but a few days hefore
we had passed, so highly elated with confident hope; now, how changed our
feelings!. “"Headquarters” secured a house as usunl and had a gowd time,
comparatively. We moved off in the morning and after a halt to cheek
the pursuers, we reached n creek about five miles from Columbia. Huving
crossed the creek, we formed our line and made prepatations o teet e
enemy. Just before dark they made their appearance, the cavalry skirmishers
riding boldly up to the banks of the Creek. A volley was fired at them, which
killed a horse and caused them to retreat in haste. We olained n litile vest
that night, which was much needed. The rain had not ceased to fall, ex-
cepl at intervals since we left Mashville, Next morning the Yankees com-
menced with their villainous artillery, and as wsual seemcd to make our
Brigade a target. We were all sitting over our littls fires teying to dey, and i
seemed strange that no one was hurt. When the fire first opened 1 saw three
shells strike in a spot, in a bank just behind us that 1 could have covered
with my hat. Their precision in firing was truly wonderful. Three men
were killed just in (ront of us, and this was our only loss. About twelve
o'clock we marched towards Columbia leaving o puard o cover our relreat
tll night. It was bitter cold, and we were all wet, and 1 dos't think |
cver saw men suffer 2o much. At the Hiver, Gen. Cheatham and  Gen,
Forrest had a quarrel about the precedence in going over the bridge, and some
tall ct:r_aing ensued but ne one was hort, le.rt:hin;: out a mwale or two from
Columbia, we encamped on a beautiful lawn in front of Mr, Themas' resi-
dents [residence]. Everyone was almost frosen, amd (he wond amd eails
suffered. Going inte the house T had quite oo interesting conversation with
Missa Margaret Thomas. 1 slept in the diniog room that el ander the
table, and as I had only one blanket, I think I was saved from buzieng [roeen
to death. Some of the men were standing around an ol stump that nighi
around which they hnd made a fire, when 1o their astonishoent o H]::“”
exploded, thl'uwiug frapgments in every direction, Tortunntely wo one was
injured. Next morning we left our quarter and taking the Pulaski road.
struck a brisk trot for the Tennessee river. Just before vencling Pulnski,
Jim Ezell and mysell went on abead, and after o misernble vide of eipht
or ten miles in the rain, secured emnlorialile quirlers with semne relatives
) j .8 Wa took dinner with awathier one of Dis |1'|r||i.l.1-|~ peest ooy, altin
which we rejoined the command. We had been elosely Tollawel .Ir]- e
Yankees all this thine and a short distance north of Pulashi one oo puand
had quite a sharp engagement which resulted in the defeal of e enemy.
After this we were nol molested by them. ?

ﬂhlrisimna day dawned bright and beautiful but upon what a scene did that
fl'lﬂl'TElllg-'! sun arise. A poor half starved, half clad band of ragamulling flecing
in disgrace from their last chance for freedom and independence. Pom
devils, they little knew what would be the results of that retreat, We moved
out from camp before sun rise Christmas, and discipline being very lax al
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that time, the soldiers soon commenced leing ofl Clivistimas guns, T could
almost have imagined that we were in the midst of another hatile,

When we reached the river, we found that the bridge was yer unfinished
and wera compelled 1o fortily and wail awhile. We hsd o tereible Gime pro-
curing provisions and thought the Yankees would cateh us at last. The
gunboats, they had several little ones in the Tennessee, come up in our rear
and threw a few shells over, but did no harm, Alter waiting here until some
of us were almost Treightencd to death, oure beignde wassent e e viver
to catch one of the little chicken stealers. Owing to the delay of the artillery
we did not suceeed in our project, but having placed the river between us
and our foes, we [elt considerably safer. We looled around for a shorl time
and finally started in the dircction of Corinth. Our march was miserable
in the extreme, rain fell every day, and the country was almost [looded.
We had no forage for our stock and had to steal for them all we could. 1
kept my horae alive by feeding them [sic] on green cane and grass. We had
no adventures worthy of note on this march, Fvery doy was the same,
and we did not know what would become of i Tumors were cirenlated
about this time that our next place would he Georgin, Bt alowsl everyone
thought that the war was about over, in foet thit we were o subjugated
people, I did not allow my thoughts to dwell upon it. 1 was learful that
I would become despondent too.

January, 1865,

About the first of January we reached Corinth and went bnte conp about
two milen eant of the place. The Army was thorouphly demaraliced, and
only the semblance ol discipline maintained, Oue corpls] (Cheatham ) was ket
at Corinth until the rest of the Armny had retired 1o Tupelo, and had taken
away the stores. While oncamped near Corinth men aml horses were almost
starved. 1 felt very proud of my horse and it troubled me very much tlo see
him falling off day by day. Indecd it was not strange for he had only four
ears of corn daily for two weeks, At last we recoived the weloome order 1o
march, and through rain and mud started on another retreat. The entire
country at times seemed Hooded with water and the roads impassible to
anything but soldiers. The infantry marched the greater part of the way on
the railroad teack, which was dry, but very teying 1o loel.

We reached Tupelo and found the whole country filled with soldiers.
Here we remained some time and even spoke of putting up winler spuarters,
but Sherman's movements in North Caroling made il necessary to move
the army there. | was now very unpleasantly situated ol bl Devome
completely disgusted with Our Brigade head quarters, il determined 1o
apply for leave of absence, and if relused, 1o apain enter the ranks, My
meas had no tent and the greater part of the time nothing to eat ond were
altogether in o miserable fix. 1 felt that 1 was out of my element, and
determined to submit to it no longer. 1 had very few Triewls remaining with
the Command, and cared very little whether 1 stayed with it or not. 1
received my leave the 20th of January, 1165,

ANl things being prepared, T left camp one day alioot dinner time and
started Tor Columbus. We had had severe eoion ond the ronds were in o

172 Tennessee Histomcan Quanren.y

wwiin e horwe, and the dargger wan still grenter on aeeonnt of the e ol
quicksand, 1 had some of my regiment s cotpunions for o few miles ol
then I struck out by mysell. 1 did not know a foot of the rond and often
went wrong. The first night 1 rode until long after dark before 1 could fd
a stopping place and was almost frozen, the night being the coldest 1 evey
felt in Mississippi. When 1 got up the next morning to my griel 1 found
that some one had stolen my fine bridle that 1 had given fifty dollars for only
a short time before this. This was a decided sensation. The next day it was
the same thing, but I found a better lodging place, near West Paint, wt 1he
house of some widow lady, whose name 1 have lurgotten, and who refused 1
rlm:alvﬂ money for myself and horse's lodging. May the hand of time rest
lightly upon her and may she never know want, is the petition of one of the
many lo whom she extended her kindness. After a most miserably lonesome
ride in the direction of Artesia, I found a creek 1 could not cross and was
foreed to go directly 10 Columbus. 1 passed this night with some overseo
near Columbus, and the uext morning  rode inte the town, 1 Tound
no acquaintance, and after a short stay went to Capt. Neilson’s, melling
lant on 'lllf.: way, as a malter of course, where I found Unele L. and par
of his family. This day G. S. L. [George 5. Litton] also arrived and on the
next | borrowed a mule and went 1o Artesin alier my clothes. [ rode all
night, only resting a few hours in the woods witli the owls and other varmints,
I enjoyed the rest at Capt. Neilson hugely, regaling mysell hugely an apple
lllmulverl, sweel potatoes and other luxuries and helping Mins Sophie to fesd
the pigs and horses and such other amusements, About the 8th of the meanth
I started to Pickensville, and reached there the snme day, with no ineiden
wi:l'lhr of note. Here I spent a most delightful time for three or Tonr weeke,

Iha ::n{n ponred incessantly the last week of v stuy and Piekensville wie
almost isolated. | waos kept here some Gime by the rain and linally Tesd 1o

leave by water on a steamhoal. The Golden Fogle, 1 think was the nnme
of the Boat, but am not certain.

March, 1865

About the first of this month, 1 left Pickensville and after a fuiet trip
landed at Mobile, 1 intended to take the curs ot Damagalis, it the whale
country was flooded with water and no trains runmning. At Demaopolis
George and I got on the boat and we occupied the same stale room. We
stayed one night in Mobile, attending a concert, and went 1o Monigomery.
Here I went 1o the theatre for the first time. From Montgomery we went
to Macon, where I accidently learned that Gen, Tyler was in town, and sue-
ceeded in finding him and in getting another leave of absence for four
weeks, 1 then went to Eatonton, Georgin, While in Macon we had got ont
of money and 1 sold a five dollar gold piece which had heen sent to me
by Mn‘ to have my picture taken, for two hundred and fifieen dollars in
C. 5'."'" We reached Eatonton safely, alter mecting with some ililliculty in
crossing little river, and reccived such hearty greeting that we soon
forgot all our troubles and fatigue. We remained here two days and then
started for Augusta, to get my horses and In ing them back and George 1.

T Unidentified,
Y Conlederate States Currency.
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ol the young men of Eatouton on thesr wiy G the nomy. Nath [ 1" win
one of the number. 1 found my horses, snd sold one of them Toe 100
s mounting the other stacted back 1o Fatonton abont twa ondved ailes,
The Geat wight T oeade GIE about ten a'clock, Teeling sery lonely sl T,
and the next 1 resched Eatonton, | onever bl such o lonely, wearisome vide
in my life. It would almost kill me now, but 1 was hardened then, | reached
Eatonton and put my horse with Col, Reid, and began 1o rest. 1 was com:
pletely diagusted and worn out with the avny, amd T enjoved the st Trom
tha depths of my heart. T il oot Tiave o thing 1o e bt o enjoy mysell,
Mo harrowing thoughts of being enllod ap to meet Yankees at any hone of
the nipght. Al was so quict at wo one wonld Basve thooghi the wae s over,
I sometimen wondered il this clean, well washed, well shaved lack, wandecing
over the country picking flowers, vigiting the ladics and going 1o pienics
and ﬁal:ins parties, was the same dirty-luced, lousy wreteh wha Tor months
or weeks before would scarcely have dared 1o mect a lady, lor lear some
irreverent louse would crawl into view, or that the scat of his pants was
gone, shirt tail out, or something of that kind, This pleasant little place,
Entonton, was almost paradise, and 1, olthough an wowecthey, dohaliian,
enjoyed it to the extent of my capacity [or enjoyment. T did not have such
pleasure often and thought it more than probable tar T would vever have
another opportunity again, and 1 made the most of this. Al were so kiml sl
attenlive that | must have been glosmy ibeed had T oot Taed a0 gossd time

Aperal, TG

I the fivst of April camoe the Beganaing of e cnds We Tl anticipated T
some lime the dissolutions of our hopes in regard to a Tuture conlederacy,
but we scarcely expereted such a complete Talling o pieees as did happen, As
the immortal Avtemus Wird Do o, “whien o lellow commenees going down
hill, it aeema as i every thing was grensed on poeprese,”™ Thee “Tellaw™ o tiis
instance was the Confederacy, and dawn Wil ot was going with a vengenee
[sic]. The news of Lincoln's assassination, Lee's surrender and Jobmston's
followed each other [sic] in such rapid suceession that we had hardly Lireath
ing time. Down hill we went and bave never Toomd the Lottom vet amld still
same one seems pouring on the grease,

Crowda of men from Lee's and Joboston's nrmies pow Glled up e villape
of Eatonton and one would have thought Tramn the mivth and gayety thi
prevailed that our armies had been suceesalul, The mecting of relativen Tor
the first time in years contriluted much to this gayety and all went s
happily as you please. At our lowse all (el vers Blue at the torn om
allairs were takiog, but with all our sorrow there was a feeling of oeliel that
the war was at last over, that we were at libenty 1o po honwe, ones e,
I o afraid if the truth were known thot we were not s sorey as we shoulil
have been. The feeling of reliel was so preat that for a time all else wis
forgotten in the satisfaction that gave, We now began our preparalions in
carnest for our return home. When the prospeet was in view every nwnnent
bt seemedd an nge.

" Uniskentifioal.



