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ETTER FROM COLONEL JOHN W. CALDWELL TO SARAH BARCLAY CALDWELL

Manchester Jaty 7, (863
e whiting the enclosed letter the battle of Murfreestoro has been fought.
the mercy of God I have been spared harmiess. Our Regt was posted on a hild
dooking Stone's Rivea on the {eft of our right wing as a support to Cobd’s battery
me.-other battery posted at same place. This position was the key to the
egtound and we were ordered to hold it at ald hazards. We threw up some rifde
> night. Sheil grape and s0lid shot fedd like haid. It was an awpul place but
fthe mercy of God we {ost but few men, ondy one killed and some twenty five
$in Regt. Nonc of my old company much humt. Gabe Lewis slightdy wounded in
wound). We were ordered out in Uine of battle on Sunday Morning 28th Dec
N Regt had a skirmish Monday evening and were shelded ail day Tuesday.
. we had a general engagement the {oss of kidled and wounded fearful. We
Wshing constantdy up to Saturday night the 4th January {863. The right wing
was dviven back four mides the right (sic) ondy three or four hundred
§On Saturday night 4th Janyt {863 we commenced retreating oun Regt as usuad
j=the retreat. (e avvived here today - this place 15 28 miles fnom M. We heldd
nd for four dnys retreated because enemy was reinforced and we had no fresh
Ouwr thoops numndered thinty thousand infantry and amtiddery and three thousand
1 know this 15 thwe because 1 was told 30 when plan of engagement was
“to ofbicers of this Brigade Saturday night Dec. 27, {862. [Enemy's $orce
at {ifty thossand, Our {035 in killed and wounded and prisoners 15 five
%= Enemy’s {o%s iA fifteen thousand of whom §ifty one hundred are prisoners. We
mpedled to {eave the greater part of our wounded about twenty {ive hundred at
y feld into the hands of the enemy. We had no way to move them. We had in
wtals there about fifteen hundred wounded federals. We captured one Major
Fand two Brigadiers. The bodies of Maj Gens Sidd and Davis fedd into our hands
s former was bunried at Murjpeestoro by our fotks. We captured f{owvty one pieces
lery and {ost six. Our army has retreated sabedly our {035 in property smald.
] durned six hundred of the enemy’'s wagons and drove ofh three thousand
5 nd a {arge {ot of cattle hogs etc. The battery we were suppovting mowed doum
geenemy by hundreds. 1 saw one shot (a sheld) that knocked doun the colows and ald
Color company of a federal Regt. [ regrei {0 announce to you the death of Henry
e was killed on Friday both legs town off with a shedd. [ could not get his
g Col Hanson Candy our brigade was kidled on Friday evening. God grant that this

Oh how I want to see you my dear wife. Remember your promise dear Sallie.
e Blake, Ryan Gidliam, Mark Pewvy Mclean, are ald wedl. Give my kindest
ito ald. We sent heavy reinforcements to Mas tefore recent battle. The Yanks
=attempt to follow us. Good bye my dear wibe. May Heaven's richest Hessings
yjou and ours ard {pends and doved ones. [ have not washed my face $or two
mtil today. Kiss éaby and receive a thousand for yourseds.
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