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Biography of Carroll Henderson Clark
Published in 1898 by George A Dgle & Company

In the respect that is accorded to men who have fought their way
to success through unfavorable environments we find an unconscious re-
cognition of the intrinsic worth of a character which cannot only en-
dure so rough a test, but gain new strength through the discipline.

The following history sets forth briefly the steps by which our subject,
now one of the leading general merchants of Spencer, Van Buren County,
overcame the disadvantages of his early life. Mr. Clark was born Feb-
ruary 26, 1842, at Carthage, Smith County, Tennessee, but was brought
to Van Buren County in 1846 by his parents, James and Rebecca (Sanders)
Clark who located on the mountain side near Laurel Cove, where they de-
veloped and improved a farm. The Father was also a native of Smith
County, born in 1817 and was a Son of Benjamin Clark, who was born in
Virginia and died in Van Buren County, Tennessee. James Clark was a
farmer and stock raiser by occupation and was a democrat in politics.
He died on Caney Fork, Van Buren County in 1866, and his wife, who was
born in Dekalb County, Tennessee in 1816, passed away at the home of
her 8on, A.M. Clark in Spencer in 1886. Eight children were born to
them of whom thrép are still living; Carroll H. of this review;
Martha, now the wife of C.W. Mooneyham of Dekalb County; and A.M. A
merchant of Doyle, White County, Tennessee. Those deceased are

Manson, who died in 1861; Samantha, who married Mark Mitchell and

died in Laurel Cove, Van Buren County; Samuel K. who died before the
war; James Nelson, who died in Van Buren County and Bethena, who died
in the same €ounty when a young woman.

Carroll H. Clark obtained his primary education in an old school
house which was minus floor and chimney and for a time pursued his
studies under the direction of Rev. Patrick Moore, who is still an
honored resident of Van Buren County. Later he attended the York Acad-
emy in Spencer, walking four miles to school, but while a student in
that institution the Civil War broke out and he laid aside his text
books to join the Confederate army. As a private he eniisted in Company
#1, Sixteenth Tennessee Infantry under Colonel John Savage and came out
of the service bareheaded and barefooted, but entitled to a Lieutenant's
commission. At the battle of Perryville, he was wounded by a gunshot
which came near ending his life, and on account of his wound was unable
to take part in the battle of Murfreesboro. Later he participated in
the battle of Chickamauga, both days; was with Johnston on the retreat
through Georgia, taking part in all the battles, and on the 22nd of
July 1864, was again wounded in front of Atlanta, a musket ball passing
through his left arm. On leaving the hospital he joined his command in
North Carolina after a long tramp and was at Jonesboro, that state, when

4l TR0

they surrendered Aprii 26, 1865. Mr. Clark's capital at the close of the

war consisted of a world of energy which has been the means of bringing
to him success as he had no money to aid him. Returning to his old
home he bought a small piece of land and in connection with its culti-
vation, he taught some small schools. In 1874 he was the people's
choice for Sheriff of the county and so acceptably did he fill the
office that he was re-elected in 1876. Two years later he was elected

Circuit Clerk and in 1882 was re-elected to that position the duties of
il e SR N e Nn rha pxniration of
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who was born in Van Buren County April 10, 1850 and died September 9, 1897,
leaving three children, namely; Charles M, a farmer of Van Buren County,

and Frank S. and Robert Y, both at home. A Son and a Daughter are deceased;
Clenney, who died in childhood and Daisy at the age of six years. Mr. Clark
is an active worker in and prominent member of the Christian Church at
Spencer in which he is now serving as Secretary and Treasurer.

My grandfather continued to operate a 'country store! at Spencer until
he retired about 1920. He moved to Dickson, Tennessee and lived there until
his third wife passed away in the mid-twenties. (His third wife, Mrs. Jo
Wilson, was a native of Dickson).

The latter part of his life was spent in Knoxville where he lived
with a grandson, William H. Clark.

He enjoyed dressing in his "regimentals" and entertaining the kids in
the parks, or the adults----or even the boys who used to wear the BLUE.
The following is a copy of an articke published in a Knoxville paper
about 1930.

CONFEDERATE VET ATTENDS REUNION

Seven G.A.R. members were given one of the biggest surprises of their
long lives when they assembled yesterday for their fortieth annual re-
union at Fountain City Park.

The aged Civil War veterans were all set to hear a speech by Attorney
Oscar Rogers,'of Knoxville, when a visitor, decked out in regimentals,
brass buttons, medals, gold braid, sword and all, invaded their midst.

The former Union soldiers straightened up their bent bodies and started
at the newcomer. They could hardly believe their dimming eyes, but there
was no mistaking that uniforp, even if they had not seen one like it for
years and years. It was the uniform of a Confederate colonel, and the
wearer was Colonel C.H. Clark, of Knoxville,

Colonel Clark, walking straight and steady for a man eighty-nine
years old, took a seat near the seven Union veterans. MNobody spoke and
Attorney Rogers relieved the odd situation by launching into an address,
telling of the disappearance of 111 feelings between the south and the
north.

Attorney Rogers' address concluded, it was the Civil war vets!' time
to speak. Underwood, president of the East Tennessee Veterans' asssociation,
called upon one of his comrades fora talk. :

"Lets hear from the Johnny Rebel, only survivor of the Sultana. sunk
during the Civil war.

And Johnny Rebel accepted the invitation. Slowlv. he arose and ha-
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The Confederate colonel sat down and listened to the Union soldiers
tell of battles and other war experiences. He cheered with his former
enemies, A resolution was introduced to meet again next year at the
Fountain City Park for another reunion, and the Confederate colonel vorted

in favor of it.

Then the group voted to adjourn, with each man pinning a small
American flag on his coat. But here, Colonel Clark dissented.

"No, I can't pin that on the uniform of Lee and Jackson, but I'll
wear it later."

G.A.R. members who attended were; B.F. Bashor, eighty-three, the

youngest member present; H. Kreis, W.F.Prichett, P.M. Keeble, T.M. Under-
wood, B.J. Meadows, and J.M. Childress, all of Knoxville.

KNOXVILLE JOURNAL

Grandfather sustained a fractured hip in a street-car accident in
April 1931 and passed away April 26, 1931.





