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Civil War Diary
of
Benjamin F. Chambers
August 25, 1861
Through

February 2, 1866






31st REGIMENT INFANTRY.

Organized at Terre Haute, Ind., and mustered in September 15, 1861. Ordered to
Kentucky and camp at Green River till February, 1862. Attached to 13th Brigade,
Army of the Ohio, to December, 1861. 13th Brigade, 5th Division, Army Qhio, to
February, 1862. 1st Brigade, 3rd Division, Army of the Tennessee, to March, 1862.
3rd Brigade, 4th Division, Army of the Tennessee, to April, 1862. 22nd Brigade, 4th
Division, Army of the Ohio, to September, 1862. 22nd Brigade, 4th Division, 2nd
Army Corps, Army of the Ohio, to November, 1862. 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, Left
Wing 14th Army Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to January, 1863. 1st Brigade, 2nd
Division, 21st Army Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to October, 1863. 1st Brigade,
1st Division, 4th Army Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to August, 1865. Dept. of
Texas to December, 1865.

SERVICE.--Moved to Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 11-13, 1862. Investment and
capture of Fort Donelson February 14-16. Expedition to Crump's Landing, Tenn.,
March 9-14. Battle of Shiloh, Tenn., April 6-7. Advance on and siege of Corinth, Miss.,
April 29-May 30. Phillips’ Creek, Widow Serratt's, May 21. Bridge Creek before
Corinth May 28. Occupation of Corinth May 30. Pursuit to Booneville May 31-June
12. Buell's Campaign in Northern Alabama and Middle Tennessee June to August.
March to Louisville, Ky., In pursuit of Bragg, August 21-September 26. Pursuit of
Bragg to Loudon, Ky., October 1-22. Battle of Perryville, October 8. Wild Cat October
17. March to Nashville, Tenn., October 22-November 8. Destruction of Goose Creek
Salt Works October 23-24. Duty at Nashville till December 26. Advance on
Murfreesboro December 26-30. Lavergne December 26-27. Battle of Stone's River
December 30-31, 1862, and January 1-3, 1863. Duty at Murfreesboro and Cripple
Creek till June. Action at Spring Hill, Woodbury, April 2. Middle Tennessee or
Tullahoma Campaign June 23-July 7. Occupation of Middle Tennessee to August 16.
Passage of the Cumberland Mountains and Tennessee River and Chickamauga (Ga.)
Campaign August 16-September 22. Lee and Gordon's Mills September 11-13. Battle
of Chickamauga September 19-20. Siege of Chattanooga, Tenn., September 24-
October 26. Reopening Tennessee River October 26-29. At Bridgeport, Ala., October
28, 1863, to January, 1864. Regiment Veteranize January 1, 1864, and on furlough
February and March, At Ooltewabh till May. Atlanta (Ga.) Campaign May 1-September
8. Tunnel Hill May 6-7. Demonstrations on Rocky Faced Ridge and Dalton, Ga., May
8-13. Buzzard's Roost Gap May 8-9. Battle of Resaca May 14-15. Near Kingston May
18-19. Near Cassville May 19. Advance on Dallas May 22-25. Operations on line of
Pumpkin Vine Creek and battles about Dallas, New Hope Church and Allatoona Hills
May 25-June 5. Operations about Marietta and against Kenesaw Mountain June 10-
July 2. Pine Hill June 11-14. Lost Mountain June 15-17. Assault on Kenesaw June 27.
Ruff's Station, Smyrna Camp Ground, July 4. Chattahoochie River July 5-17. Vining
Station July 7. Peach Tree Creek July 19-20. Siege of Atlanta July 22-August 25. Flank
movement on Jonesboro August 25-30. Battle of Jonesboro August 31-September 1.
Lovejoy Station September 2-6. Operations against Hood in North Georgia and North
Alabama September 29-November 3. Nashville Campaign November-December.
Columbia, Duck River, November 24-27. Battle of Franklin November 30. Battle of



Nashville December 15-16. Pursuit of Hood to the Tennessee River December 17-28.
Moved to Huntsville, Ala., and duty there till March, 1865. Operations in East
Tennessee March 15-April 22. Duty at Nashville till June. Moved to New Orleans, La.,
June 16, thence to Texas, July. Duty at Green Lake and San Antonio till December.

Mustered out December 8, 1865.

Regiment lost during service 5 Officers and 115 Enlisted men killed and mortally
wounded and 5 Officers and 253 Enlisted men by disease. Total 378.
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Co. G 31st Regt.
Ind. Vol. was organized
at Bloomington, Monroe
Coe The Co. was raised
by Henry L. McCalla who
afterwards was elected
by an unanimous vote
Captain,

Silas Grimes-lst Lt,

Wm. Berry - 2nd Lt,
Thomas J. Hay-lst Sarg.
Left for camp August 25,
1861. Arrived in Camp
Yigo August 26th, Was
the 7th company report-
ing in canp at Terre
Haute, Ind,
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The time was spent in do=-
ing guard duty and drille-
ing until the Regt. was
filled up and organized,
Then it left for Evans=-
ville, Ind., Oct, lst.
Remained here until Octe 3
at which time we moved to
Henderson, Ky., about 15
miles down the river.

Time was occupled in dril-
ling and doing guard duty.
The measles broke out here
and EGompany G suffered her
share, Henderson is a
nice town situated on the
south bank of the Ohio R,

Moved from Henderson Now 1
st for Calhoun, a distance
of O miles. Arrived at
Calhoun Nov. the Sth. Took
up camp on the morth Lank
of Green River. lhile at
this camp, Cos G lost heav-
ily by sickness. By Deathk:
Ben jamin ¥, Taylor

Wilsom L Mathers

Robert Harbinson

Ben jamin H, Whistenan
Mitler M. Suthhin (sp?)
Samuel Wily. All died of
camp fever,
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Brig. Gen.Thos. Crittenden
Comg forces. Moved to
3outh Carlton Jane 15th.
Southk Carlton is a small
town on the south bank of
Greenriver. Distance from
Calhoun 27 miless. Our
time was occupied drill-
ing, fortifying, and fall~
ing timber, 1t being
known by Comg officer that
Gen., Buckner was at Boling
Green witk a superior
force and in all probabil-
{ty would dispute our
right to footing on the
gouth side.



of the river,
forming the work assign-
ment we returned to Cal-
khoun Jan. the 3lst, Only
remained here long enough
- to-build comfortable
quarters when orders came
to prepare 3 days rations
and be ready to move by

- Sunday Feb. 1lst. at which
time we boarded B J Adems
destination unknown., Are
rived at Evansville on the
evening of the 10th After
a few minutes stay and a
few congratulatory|

"from the ladies of

Evans -
ville we were steaming
down the beautiful water
of the Oklo, passing our
0ld camp at Henderson,

fhe ni, ht of the 10th.Ar-
rived at Paducsh on the
morning of the llth. Re-
mained but a short time.
When we were ascending the
Tennessee, Destination Ft.
Henry, the place being
captured some days pre-
vidus by our troops. Stayed
here only a short time



and we were descending -
the Tenn. Arrived at Padu~
cak the morning of 12th.

On the evening of the 12th
we were ascending the Ohio
River. Arrived at Smith-
land thenight of the 12th,
While here we hear in pro=-
bability that we would see
the enemy in his full

slory at Ft. Donelson for
the which place we were
fast steering, srriving at
the landing below the Ft,
on the morming of the 1llth.

Here we took up our line of
march for our position on
the battlefield, There had
been sharp skermishing the
lithe The gun boats oper-
ated on the Ft. 30 minutes
two o'clock P.M, of the
lhthe Our brigade moved

to the right and took po~-
sition late in the eve-

- ning. Having a snow storm
. on the night on the 1llth
| of Feb. Cos G furnished

five men for picket, and
through the carelessness
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O e oll'lcers, tiey were
not relieved that night.
Thelr names were:

We T. Glenn

Joseph Gaither

A, Dc Gr’&y

J. F. Johnston

R. P. Retchans

The next mroning of the
15th Dawn clear and cold.,
Pickets were drawn im and
skirmishing commenced a=
bout daylight and the
battle commenced. Our
Brijsade was engaged and
repulced

Afterwards rallying an

d in
turn drove the enenmy inside
their works. Coe. G lost
one man,killed; his name
was Richard Flkins. He was
ghot through the head. The
Regte. lost 7 killed and L7
wounded., Federal Forces
engaged L0,000; Rebel KForce
20,000, Darkness closed
mostilities on the 15th.
All kinds of rumors were
afloat that night. All
speculated on the result




of the movement of the fole
lowing morning. One was
that there would be a gi-
multaneous attack early on
the morning of the 16th,
and take the place by a r
storm. The 16th came in all
its splendor. Then and
there all hearts beat high,
each one wandering but

none knowing what the 16th
of Feb,, 1862 would bring
about. While in thig very

e |

uncomfortable situation
Col. McHenry of the 17th
Ky« brought the news to us
that Gen, Buckner had sur-
rendered his whole force
to Gen, Grant uncondition-
Illy.

Gen. Floyd and Pillow and
their command making their
escape.previous to the
surrender. 15,000prison-
ers, arms, camp equipage,
stock, amd all their
supplies. '



fell in our hands,
bri,ade was marched inside
the works and to the ground
occupied by the prixoners,
After a short stay at this
place we were taken outside
of the work to camp for the

Our

nizht. During the night

we ot orders to be ready
to move at an early hour of
the 17th. at which time
rain was falling in torren-
ts and as muddy as we ever
found

in any of our travels. But
all were willing and ready
and the evening of the 18th
found us at Ft. Henry, 12
miles by land from Ft.
Donelson, We remained
here until Stk of March.
Then we moved four miles
up the river.On the morn-
ing of the 7th we went
abosrd Steamer Fanny
Bullet, and on the 10th

we were azaln ascending
the Tenn., River. Arrived
at Plttsburg Landing
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March 17th. Nothing of
importance occured until
the bth of .~ril when Jcn.
Cesurecerd and Johnston
attacked Gen. Grant with
& superior force and with
succession to the Rebel
Army, driving the Federals
to a position near the
river, But during the
nizht of the bth, Cen.
Grznt received reinforce-
ments from Gen, Buel's
army, and on the 7th drove
the Rebs in turn

b o by o 56 o0

were driven bsc

Q.andimad;
a hasty retreat to Cor-

inth, WMoved from Pitts-
burgh landing the B8th,
Arrived and went in camp
May 1st, 1862. hen
there was ordered on Cor-
inth And by gradual ap-
proaches took possessior
of Corinth 31st without
any loss, the place be-
ing evacuated on the
29th & 30th. Left Cor-
inth June lth in per-
suit of the Rebs.Moved
12 miles. Vlent to camp
near Booneville.
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Moved on the 6th still
further south. Remaired
until the Oth when orders
came to be ready to move
by three o'clock P. M.
Stopped for the remsinder
of the night in Jacinto.
June 10th continued our
march, and on the llth
vent into camp on the Mem-
phis and Cineinnatl Rall-
road, 3% miles from Puka.
June 18th moved camp one
mile nearer Puka.

Camped where Brecken-
ridge camped, Left Puka
June the 2lgt for Eastport.
Arrived at Kastport the
gsame day. Left Eastport
June the 23rd for Tuscum=
bila, Arrived at Tuscumbia
June 25th, Left Tuscumbia
June 26th for Florence...
distance of I miles., Got
to the Tennessee Hiver the
26th., Commenced crossing
the 27thes Crossed Tennessee
where Gen., Jackson crossed
on his way to New Orleans,
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Arrived at Florence on Grand Review of the Division ,
the night of the 27th, at the Fair Ground near [
Left Florence 28th for Dec- Athens July lith, Left : ’
ature. Passed through Athens July 9th passed ‘
Rodgerville June 30tk., through Ektoron the 10th,
Crossed Elk River 30th, arrived R, R, BridgelOth,
Carped on Round Island F. R. at Prospect July
Creek 30th, 2% niles west 11th, 1862, Left for Rey-
of ithens,July 1st,in nolds Station July 1lLth,
land Town in Limestone Coey Passed through Pulsska July
Alabama. Vient into camp 15th ond went into camp.,
one =ile esst of Athens Left R..Stallon for Nasgh-
July 1st. Grand Review of ville same day. ‘lent by
the Brigzade July 3rd, way of RR, a distance of

h miles.,



Fine country.
ville July 30th at ono
o'clock A.M. Arrived at
Gallatin at 6 o'clock A.V.
Distance 28 miles by R.R.,
Left Gallatin for Nash-
ville August lst; arrived
same day., Camped west of
the city. Left Mashville

for lurfreesboro August 3rd

and arrived same day, Dis-
tance 22 (or was 1t 12%)

miles by RR. Camped 1 mile
south of town on fthe Turn
Pike, Left M...August Bth
for MeMinville.

Laft Vash-

the town,

Arrived at

Smithville August 10th,
Continued our march from
Smithville south 8 miles,
Orders came., Countermarch,
We returned to Smithville
on the 1llth., Camped near
Troops came to
Smithville. The 11th, 21st,
and 8th Ky.Regt; GSlst Ohio
snd one battery left S...
for Lebanon August 12th.
Passed through Liberty

the 12th, Camped 2 miles
west of the town, Orders:
Countermarch agaim.on

our road to MeMinvilles
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and 1llith reached
MelMinville, a distance of
50 miles, but by our counte
ermarching we had traveled
120 miles. Lef't lMcMinville
on & southern trip August
2Lith in a southerly direc-
tione Traveled 12 milesg
and camped., "S5th we march-
ed 5 miles snd went into
camp. On the 26th we re-
turned to MeMinville and
went on Picket., Left lMc=
Minville Septe 3 for Nagh-
ville. Passed through
Murfreesboro Sept. Tthe

. i ] 1 74/
Left Nashville 8th for
Gallatine. Left Gallatin
to the north snd traveled
the Loulsville Pike for
Boling Green,Ky. Sept.
15th. Distance of 70
miles, Left Boling

Green Sept. 18th for
Mumfordsville. Passed
through on the 20th,
Passed 7% miles south of
the Mammoth Cave or Cave
City. The enemy being
reported at Mumfordsville
we marched within 7 mliles
of Mumfordsville on the
20th 'md camped. Took

up the lonyg march



or Lou éviilc; On ﬁhc
22nd passed through Fliza-
bethtown on the 2iith. Arrive-

ed at West Point 25th. West
Point is a small town at the
mouth of Salt River 20 miles
below Loulsville, Arrived
at Louisville 26th. Gamped.
Left Louisville Oct. 1lst

for Bardstown. Moved out

2li miles and drew li months
paye Arrived at Bardstown
Octe. 5th. Rebels left on

the L

' chthirdatown the
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for Springfield. Passed
through Lendville bth,
Camped 2 1iles from Bpringe-
field. Caught up with the
Rebs at Perryville. Pick-
ets commenced fighting
at 10 o'clock on the Bth
of Octoberand at 12 the
battle became general and
eontinued so till dark.
Result unknown. MNo
flghting this morning

the 9tk up to % past 6
0'clocks At an early

hour it was
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