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In this book I prowoice to mako an cxact tro.

ecript irom a "note book"™ I kept most of the time while

=

ire -Soni‘eﬁerz-.te ariay amd to sdd such remarks &c as I me

now th 1nh prope r. 113y notes while -in the army viere enti

iy &3 a_ personal nature end, in fact, were written only

f,‘ Aitr the view of assisiing my memory in recalling nanec

i dntes ond the like. I intended to transcribe it immedi
:; ly after the Lar, wi th such inciderts added as menory i

'“11530 % bat my buswne S being suci that I could ill €@

the .nrne and my mlnd bGl 1(_, x.e >t ir suck a sisnte by the

g .

-gellc conduct" of the :Ereed-nen with vibom J haed to éeal,
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nad Bet acire
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& -elt in n'o humor for doa.nb that vwi:ich

~the pleessant tusk of maﬁy an idle hour. And I do not

ft7irow in thie 103"9 fr)r any Cther object ‘than my own 89

.

isfaction =na A‘t I mlgh‘t have soiething to guide me

;

memory becones xe% :Ea:ithful tran now, rhﬂe the cve/“tb
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rmen 8 ever followed any colors on g battle fieid., ve re-~

mained at Grenada two months collecting horses and drill-
ing, though we had no guns. The two months we spent at
Grenada was a very pleasent prelude tc the hard times {‘]
shortly to follow. Our querters were in the fair grounds
tuildings. With good querticrs and rations, pleasant wea-
ther and little or no cemp duties to perform, excepl some
tvo hours drill each day, the remzinder of the time being
at our disposal, we had altogether a good time of it, The
only thing thet seriously troubled us was the fear that

the ar would be over before we could get into actual ser-

vice. ’ (:) !

November 1661.
At last the long desired order came for us to .

be mustered into the regular service; as yet we were only

in the State service; but now the prelude was ended, our

hope was on the eve of being realized. ;How few witnessed

the finale. It is sad now to recall the ngmes of those .
boy goldiers, who with such wild joy vaved their hats to( ) 1
the three cheers that grected this order. Time has march-

_ed on and left them bivouaced on the silent fields of thé
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In 1860 I cast my vote for John C. Lrelenr

further than this, 1 took no part in the politicel cont

o
of that yzar; neither casting my vote for or against se

sion., T remained on the liicsissippi Centrsl Zailroazd a

L=

station agent until the {first of Eeptlember 1861l. Vhen ;
ing more to the excitement of the times than lhe necess
of our country, for et that time there were more volunte

offering their cervices than the povernment could arm,

}.D
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{_Jenlisted in Stanfozd"s Zattery of light artillery then :

ing at Grenada, Hics., I vent into tais Company an enti)

strangsr to.all the members then composing the Company.

- few youﬁé_meﬂ went with me from Duck Hill, where I was t

stetioned, but these knew nothing of me furtker than vhe
they hed seen of me as 8 railroad man. I remained a mem
of this Company until the surrender when we were dishand

on parole; and I must say, after the experience of nearl

ff:ﬁour years in the field, that I do not believe a Company

=

noble heerted boys, more faithful friends, or trucr men

soldiers could be found in en arry of as brave and patri

g



:fiy_foughﬁ for noarly four years,

ii>1t was lost.-
R | .
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Yazoo County, Hiss.
Dec, E2nd, 1867.
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5 l‘eaﬁ it unless i gl.ve my pefsonal conser;t. ,' 1 ,_do not “fl‘"E’Q‘f

s ..",

1t ior frlends or re1at1ves
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!‘ ‘.

ally fall iﬂ tbe 1ey oi any,

J -1 wlthhold my conqené to their roadlng it
f’) "‘L:.

do read 1t W111

pur.p;- D
ry soldler
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2 readlng further.

honestly believe the most Sevqrenoéh

te read §o should 1t aecideﬁt-s

‘\?S L

they wlll pleaee remember that

is ~but the prOSy memowr of an ordz
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-'view of learning the feellngs of the soldier_andi

entary th t has
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eternal past. On the 6th day of Rovember 1861, we vere

nustered into the Confederate States service for one ye

12 pound howitzer

5“)Abouﬁ this tinme ve receivea two guns,
o

©  as well as I can nov remember. The 7th of November, wi
nessed our departure for the 'scene of action. A specia
train was sent for our accommodation. Were were to rep
to Gen., Polk, then at Columbus, Ky. On this day I was -
i pleasantly reminded of my, at that time, friendless pos:
| tion. The sntire Comﬁany was conposed of young men Iror
Yalobusha County. It being understood that the Company

it

v .-yould leave thet day, there was, of course a lerge colle

i " tien-0f fricends gnd relshl voE Lo 86c uS 6.1, The scent
" of leave-taking on such occasions is always affecling-ti

one wes perticularly so, as the Y'ar had then become a It
mf_ reality. Amidst all the weaping and tearful leave-takir
= 1 had not a single friend or acquaintance to speak a che

r ing word or a kind farewell. The next morning found us

i Jackson, Tenn. vhere we were delayed Several hours, on a
gount of no locormotive being at hand to tske us on. Her
- caw several of the killed and wounded from Bélmont, oppc

- Columbus, where a severe little fight took place the day

_;Eore. The sight of these, instead of cooling the ardor
]
2.
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6ﬁffboys, mede them more anxious to go on. T:re evening of
the 8th we were met at State Line Station by an order direc-
ting us to g:it the trein and report as s on as possible &f:)'?

a pﬁace across the country where it was supposed the enemy L)

a1
0 o

vere about to make an advance. 5o, unloading owr eiffects,

S
.
we hitched the teams to our guns and took up our line of o
merch at dark. fie went but & few miles when we received =}
orders to camp gnd wait for further orders. Some stragl- Tﬁ

ing cavalry had told us the enemy was' but a short distance 'W
in front and we might expect & fight at any moment. e were

so inexperienced and credulous et that time as to believe {__;3
anything-even a cavalry man!’ We arranged our plans of de-t:)éﬁf
fense and posted our guardé, about half the Company being
on post at once; so every man had his time that night. After §
we became initiated, we frequently laughed over the plans -

and precautions of this occasion., The next morning orders

came for us to report bacz at the statjion, which was done in

s
i

much better spirit than we had left it, for ve had set out

without ammunition for our guns. At the station the Company. i

was divided, part going with the horses by land to Uolumbuéi) j

in charge of A. H. Hardin,Jr., 1lst Licutenant of the Batltery.

P

The other part of the Comgesny with the puns and bz gare wen "\:



'v{:jaj or two after our errival, in comaang mlth some Slx or

by rawlroad to bolumbus where in due time, ve met and st

I3

ed or'r tents, for the first time near )he ra11road dé?of

& -_ - . :

L] (\
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e e
eizht of theahoys I went across the river to exsnine the

-

battle fie_d of Belmont. ightlng was just then chlng in-

to faunion and we felt a 1audable curiosity as to- how the

3

th1ng was done, and would go almost any length to catch
sl ot
some of the o~ 'Eines. Honever we onlf saw a number of da\
T e
horses, and a few small fresh mounds, marking where the fig
had been most severe. These, had we been in a frame of
mind to philosophise or draw conclusions, might have taugh®
us a lesson of the serious work in which we were so anxiou:
to engage. e brought off some two or three "army guns" as
N 2 ; 5 ;
trophies. Our next surgéy of a battle field was not quite
so cool and some of our trophies more interesting, if not
msre pleasant. ‘The enemy made no direct demonstration on
Columbus while we remained there. Occasionelly the; would
drop down the river in thelr gun boats apparently to take

8 front view of our works, but always taking care to keep

Q:Lut of range of the heavy guns on the biuff, I don’t thin

there was a shot exchanged at this place after the battle

of Belmont. OFf the river defenses I formed a very good
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dpiﬁiaﬁfv There was & good disply of heavy retel. I never
took partieular no'te vE f$he nmmbelr ol guns, but ’Ju thcré
1wer;3#;;?v.guns on_tﬂé'bluff snd scveral batt:ries on.or

hgﬁf’tho'water line, bacxed ﬁy éﬁn bcats and ijating bat_i:)

o - 3 ot .

té‘ies; one the noted "tenth" or iron clad fron New Orleuns, -

A

thogh I ‘think her history is unadorned by any brilliani ac-

tions. Of the land defences of Columbus, I did not foru so

high an opinion., ¥ have seen hetter vorks 03JS"Qhated*by :
= ] : -
infantry in two hours after the line of battle was fc. 54,

However they enswered the purpose for which they were bailt.
They kept the Yankees away from the place and tihereby saved

-
the busting of a heavy rifled gun, known as the Lady Polk,

throwing abonut a hundred pound shot, took place. Tnhe gun
waes .stationed on the bluff commanding the river. The shock

from the explosion was felt all over the town. I was on the

-

spot a few minutes after the mishap. Some two or three ot~ .

ﬁhe Battery were standing by, to witness the'firing. ‘One of

t4:n was so badly "demoralized" that he never stoppéd 60 ¢

pick up his hat, but at the top of his speed, struck a beéi_

1ine for camp, which was abourt a mile distant; arrived there

he de:lered every man on the hill

e | : ' e
)3‘ . e 0= : . S ' i

the life of many an honest rebet. Soon after our sarrival, f:) ;i

excenting hinself was 31}%556?
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ed. Soma twelve or fourteen men wore killed ond Wounded.

to me by a8 member of the

o

The cause of the busting as stated

Company, was this: On the day of the battle of Lelmont, the
- Lady Polk was fired a numbeor of times. The shot used were

too large for the gun, and hsd to be filed down boforeTtheyg

wouwld enter. After ths gun became wirm and GXpanﬁing,'it
was no longer necessary to file the shwoet, Conftrary to the
custom and rule of artillery firing, the gun was left load-
ed with one 0f7these unfiled shot, and Stood in this condi-
tion for seversl days. As the gun cooled and coutracted thel
-: shot must have been most fhoroughly clamped and nearly es ;

cl\:)fizz‘ﬂ:l as though it were a part of the gun. Attempting to

fire this shot caused the btusting. Gen'l. Pollk himself was |
present and ordered the gun to Sé di scharged. He was stand-|
ing necar enough to be knocked aown by the sxpliosion fhbugh
néf much hurt. He deserved a jolting for his nnthuuéhted

order.’

|

1

;

o
Some few weeks after going to Colubus, the- i
i

|

messles made its appearance in the Company. My cacse was a-

{:)mong the first, was verg sicx for three or four days. AS

oS

"soon as Dr., Trotter, who was 3rd Lieut. and at the same time
e e _ o

:a%tending to the sick of the Company, pronounced me suffi-

7
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qiﬁcientlg recovered to venture into the open air, I mde ar-

3}

rang cmentu to go home to rerujn my strength. Being inform-
ed of a certain formality I had to comply with before I left

and instructed as to the manner in which the thing'wﬁs to be-

L3

done, a fuflough in due form was made out and sent up to Gan,

Pillow, who was then in command of the forces at Columbus.

December 1861.

Two or three others, just recovering from

’

measleé, mzde application for furlough on certificate from

b;. Trotter that we would not be fit for gervice in less.

t;me than two weeks, In orier for us to get off on that e-
venlngs tqaln, Capt. Staﬁiord took our applications up to (:1

the Gen'l. and we, not anticipating a refusal to so reason-

able requcst in Tact regarding it as a right more than as

a favor had carpet bags &c ready packed. Our furloughs

were returned dlsanprOVed. It took us some time to take in
the fnll forue and m-aning of this word "disapnroyed", being
ncllned to con51der it a= & jok. This wab my flrst 1esson

in the reverence due "red tape" and"vold lace": We rendlned

v J'

in camp nsar the river until aboaut the middle of‘ieoeqber, 1:)

rvnen-we moved to our poswt:on on the defences of the town.:wa
from the

LA

The post assxgned us was at the fqut rallroad out

1‘-"

"’\ L ['.'
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epot, and ebout half a mile from it.llere we built our Wjﬁ_
ter}quarters end remained until the evescuati on.” I ST IR O i s
ing was done with some reluctance on our part, es ve had not
(]get learned t}mt'laber was one of the duties of a soldier,
and being.comfortably situated in our tents, we coula not
see_the use of buildidg houses which cost us sp. much h;rd,/.
work., Our opinions and objections were worth nothing, so
- we_built the cabins. Each‘cebin had eight men in if,

more properly speaking we divided ourselves into squads of

.
i i AWt A

3this number and then built our bunk. -After finishing our ca

bins, we had to build a double steble, forty feet wide and

{i)i@hty feet long. This was not a difficult task, as it weo:2
{ , -

— s

L built of sawed 1uﬁber. In tke meantime, the number of our
~guns had been increaéed:to seven. Our most ehpleasant dpty
.was quVﬂing these guns, and the horees end they, not being
all together required thrco men on duty day and night, mek-
ing a guard for 24 hours anount to 18 men., Dnring our stay 1

._at;001umhuf we did not suffer from short rations- draw1ng 1

24 most of the time, one and a quarter pounds of flour, and

g
: {:)nree 9uarters of: a pound of bacon, or one and a half of bee%

} al&::iramlng rations of sugar, coffed &c. Added to thls the

: £
j greater number of the beys'were recezv1ng boxes of good :
Y L e S T . S *5 5 e
:_. = -' 7 s e e s S S » T 7 3
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LemEE T e S e szm*‘ & Feb ruaery 186:,. el

In {‘a;_-:'t w,-,e i‘d;reﬁ aTrr,ost as well as we nio et Grene{da save’

& 5 g = r
}thc I&c‘t v'e Ielt the mllitary pov er tr—htenlng its grasp up-,)

—y o - ¥

on us._ Our horsgs too _were eaually vell cared i‘or having

plent to ea‘p - a.mi nothing to do. Oumold impatience +‘or a» 5'

e gh‘t; }gad not ,,ret passed av'ay, and we honestlj thought and

x,-_,. : 2 {‘_‘ _:.

u,a sad ye “were doomed o reuain j"ere durlng the ‘.‘ar ‘or our

term of enllstrent. : :&e'_h'zid _not .oeen enou-f;-h."of W Eif/"’[;o nov - ‘ {
tnat we w'eré only 11'1 Wi;le;i‘ -c-lﬁajf%erl anqjq'-_-v;etl-ir’z'n gc’>i.' Sprlf},é
would p'lyace us in t}:e ‘field __7.';_\7exv§§d noi:_leé‘zned to read t}ie”_

Lpns .O'r: th@ 1311‘388 i'Oar J:rhlleja _. ;-:.é‘nt;é.re“ejgorc‘;e;,81ng‘d_lssatls--:‘).-l.
:Eac L.ion at OU.I‘ 1naot-10=n ;ndx ameﬂn.ts n;re go:’ng. on &3.‘0111"1(1 us

‘rhlo?‘ 1ater 111 the War Would have-;\nﬁold ns very plainly ‘bhat

there x“as a move o:f some 1mp§rtapce ahout"to ta]-:e place Whllew‘

1 -

as .foréing us 't;o glve up ths ‘point.‘ w;mthou'lz_fa_rlmﬁ'-a s‘ho{;.

rI'v

\wi‘th_’ :
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into the hands of the enemy; they only gained the position.

-__-;-#-—-——w--—-——__ﬁ\!

; Orders to cook rations, end be ready to move at short notic

(Ljave us 1o unﬂerstdvd thet “"something” was about to be done
J- Next cano oroers to put our gans in the cars. Could we hav

seen this feat performed later in the War as we then perfom
- ki

o

ed, we wonuld have been 1mpreséed'with a 1lively sence of the
' hidedus. But it was no 1&urhwn6 ratter then. "Dismounting

‘the' gun" was at last accowplw%hed with no small outlay of

strength &nd wwth some danger. I hed & considerahle piece

g ;o? syln taken off my band and other s came near being serio:

-4

1y crlppled. After getting some of our'gunslon'the'cars, Vi€

niiéhéd up to the oth'rs, and on the evening of the'first of

2R i i o SR R s N

Larcu we left Columbus to the keeplno'df'the'Yankées, taiing

the precautlon hovever to burn our ‘cabins and.stablea, and

such other thlngs as wie could not taPe W1th us.
| March 1862-

'”he first evenlng we Went only & mile or 80 and

“camped, ; narly the next mornlng ‘we were on the mareh for

4 .
> 2 S

s

L ‘. )

| “horses on to Humboldt by land. The rlders and” sargeants on-

1y, going W1th the horses 1n charne of Lleut Hardln. The

13

_otate Line Station. It was at Union Clty . think, we placed

T T T



cannoneers going with the guns and ba"ga“e by railroad, Ar-

rived at Humboldt, we again went into csmp, about half a

mile North of the depot. While at this place, an elaction

4 Z , :
was held for a junior lieutenant. DIr. J. S: HcCall was 95 ,;)
lected. Up to this time hehasd been orderly cergeant of the

Company b3 appolntmant oi Capt. St mlord, H., W, Bjngham WES

now aspointed first sergeant. The commissiored officers of

.

the company at this time were as follows: T. J. Stunford,

L] L]

Capt.; H. R. EcSwine, Senior 1st Lient; A. H Hardln Jun-

ior 1st Lieut.; T. R, Trotter, Er, 1st Lieut.; and J. L. hc—

diy

Call Jr.; End Lieut. While at Crenada, uapt Stanford ap-

pG’Hted me Ilrst sergeant according to e promlce made befoa:)

. - -

I enllsted 1n hlS COE:&HJ, aﬂd in Iact - was made to 1nduce me

— E W e
|- E -

to 301n ;t thlnk that ueveral other would JOln Wlth e

'.-. = =8
3 Z : L v

= vl s -
oy e LA
— -‘:.'...:a-.-md'm- .

AR

A

;rom Duck h111 vhen we were there formlno an 1ufantrf com-

pany.' At uﬂe same tlme he prop0ued to use hlS 1u;1ueﬂce to

hava Dr. ;rotte _e1ected to a. vacaqcy thsn ex;stlng in the N

H

.-..:-u. e ;.‘_.. u el il %
company. He fulfalled his pronlse and Dr.'¢r0tuer was elec—'
% T .‘.., . ".:.‘ : _f E

teﬂ._ He could have h&d almost any Ean eTecved uh&t he desi"

.-: 5% i

=

R | * x .L. .A.-l; T _'. ; o

red. He d1d not strlctly keep h;s pronlse to me, for 1nste{i)1'

of my belng 1st sergeant the app01ntment was construed to




ition from that of 1st sergeant. DBeiore we left Grenads
a circumstance took plasce which prejudiced Capt. Stanford

against me. HMcSwine, our first lieutenant, was a friend of

i

-_(JJthe Capt's and from some canse the Capt. seemed determined

e e

to do 811 he could for him and Sustaiﬁ him, right or wrong,
Soon after we began to drill, it became evident to the com-
pany, that McSwine was not qualified to fill the posifion
to which he had beesn elected. The Company drill was a pro-
faand mystery to him, an enigma that could not be solved.
He could not give commnds for the.most simple movenents, .
With the company on the drill ground, he was completely be-
(])fogged, worse than at sea without cdmpass oy oaTi, 8nd mex
ing such absurd blunders, that the company, breaking over
military restraint, would indulge in noisy laughter at his i
ezpense, Notwithstanding his blunders and inaotness, his 1
conduct showed him to be a martomet and having just cause t
suppose that he would soon degenerate into a tyrant. Ironm
" these causes s petition was gotten up and signed by nearly
every man in the comnany, asking him to resign his poéition
f?(:Das 1st Lieut. Hearing of it in time, and supposing me to be
a prime mover in the matter, Capt. Stanford took me private-

:ly_to task about it. I told him plainly I thought McSwine




unqualified, and that he ougnt to resign. Cdpt. S. agreed
with me as to his incompetency in the drill but thought he
would mmke a good officer. But objected to it more on ac- %
count of precedent and example, arnd the dissatisfaction it Vm) i
sould cauée among the friendé of the Battery. After consid-
erable discussion, I promiced the Capt. I would remain pas-
sive in the mamtter. He then went fo work to put a stop to

ii, and the result was that most of the men withdrew their na
names from the petition which was finally destroyed without

be presented. The result proved, that it was a misfortune
both to the company and to McSwine that he did not resign,
While gt Bummboldt we wege one morning conciderably surpriseﬁi)
tolsee ﬁen'l. Cheatham, entirely unattended, walk into our
camp; It was scry apparent thet the Gen'l, ¥as on a slight
spree. . The object of his visit was to learn who was firing.
guns’ or ﬁistols nzar our camp. He and Capt. Stanford went in
{search 6f the violators of orders, and soon discovered who

they were, but could not get hold of them as they.retired in

time"toféave thewmselves, but, unfortunately, not in time to

v

keep Capt. S. from rec gnlzlno them and promlslqg the Cen' 1.:)

tohhave them arrb%ted and sent to his”quarters.- Tnus satls—'

4,
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before, deficlent in men, we called on & comvany of artil-
iery I'rom Valdern M5 gs. for - woluanteers o Fi il -out our mmpm.

o

ber, as they had not yet been furnished .with guns, Scue eight

Q:)een or twenty viere sent to our company, which brought our
number up to that required for a six gun bé%tery._ 1t ﬁas 5

the general impression that we were shortly to ba"favdfad

A

with a fight, though not understood how it was to be brought
gbout. My Mess, then composed of Robt. Burt, and 2. I. Al-.
len from Duck Hill, George and John Sledge, and John Maclkiath
from Yalobushal Co. and Wm. A. S. Rendeau from New Orleans,
for our mutual advantage we made a list of our rames withz
T(:)the'names of our relatives or friends, and their'aﬁﬁressas,_
ehd each member of the mess was then furnished = ndpy s
this list. The objecet of this waes, showuld any of us be kill.
gd, wounﬁed’;r captured, our friénﬂs at home night be inform-
ed of our fate through tﬁese newbers of the mess who should

-escape., A short time before sundowa on the third, we moved

out and joined the colwan merching for the battle field of

 $hi1oh which was some 20 or 25 miles from Corinth near which

Ojlacé we had been in camp. We marched thet night until aftex

R |

midnight, when we camped and remained until day light, when

: Wéyﬁook up the line of march, which was continued until asbouf

A
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the midéib of the evening, when we went into camp, or bi-
veueced for the night. The infantry in the line of bat
by the vay, the first line of battle I hzd cver scen. Barly
the morning of the fjfth we were in marching order and movgi
out to the road ﬁut did not move any further until the morn-
ing was oonsiderably.advaneed. It appcared there was som
misunder standing about the road we were to take, which was
the cause of the delay, or some other com2end had mnde & mis-

teke and we hed to wait for this command to get in its posi--

3

luex af,jbe m&n’who Wag'weilding the terrible machlnerflof

_,-‘.u_‘_.

Whiqﬁhyé formed a part. .

ﬁevs wbre uent rcund Jor

'°hor¢ d:quance 1n Iront,

tion. VWhile we were waiting here I saw for the Tirst time, tfu'

sen'l. A. J. Johnston, Poke and Beauregard; Thej and their };‘5

ail stopping near our position for sometime, we hed a gobé:).;

Pos;tiOn.;’ ; : ; :
; Bétulp_ Tes befo"e u° and no longer a Jeutlph -matter Orf; .
; : us to xeep q}iet—vhe epem" being b{i)
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u'r

———prayer was ntte

red that night,- no:doi®t by lipe unaczeusiom

ed to prayer. uunﬂav morulng' the 6tk of April, We were uf

before the ﬂé?'llght. T%ile trings were fet indisfinct;ln

" the barly-ﬂawh,'shots‘were'heard, apparently bUb 8 hortq

distance im front, beginning with a stot now and theﬁg.buti

% - - e ~ Fe
L 2 = . . g » 3 T s 2 - =
warning up as things became more distinet, until they follg
B v el : . - r =
ed each other in quick succession, now and tken bredkiﬂg'bi

- into the sharp quick ratt‘e of rapid fwr:nc. It wes nov e-
}v1dent be"ond o doubt tbat ‘a flght vas close at hdﬂ\.. This

‘n.
Strong evidence was veunre& to convince us, t}at a bnutle-

= A

:{‘Ejras a thing of reality, as well as to be TEQd of in his of;

‘-;and rozance. Atteuulon was cailed and we were snon on our

ﬁay to the Troohk., Quletlj and in oréder we EOVEd on. Tnere

_sere no s;gns of axcltement all seemed QDflOUSl? 1muvessed

‘.-..

Shortly aftpr sunrﬂce we mgt.:

_.__ ‘ T i

SOJE of tbe ouﬂded returning from the iront It wes evis

dént ne were being helﬂ in eserve for Peuvv fi?id;;;ﬁbﬁh ’

of mus?euery apd artillery vbs 501ng on in *rout .Fov so?ef
_t:me we advunced Tlth our brigade Clarvs in 11ne of bat--
e ] = i' __1,; .

(]Dtle the ba terv in coTumn 0'i pleces-' my gur the ¢i,ut,
: -5 -

Just ﬂeeplng dressed with the infantrj 11ne. Soon we came_k

-‘-u A \". T R w ¥ =

ﬁo more 1mpve%slve morks‘bf %he'battle the trens n;ﬁted by'
: ‘r{;ﬁ S



minnie balls and the dead scattered through the wWoods, 7The
spirit of beiile was around us, and we were not shoclked by
hese poor remnsnts of mortality, vhich et other times, woulad

have sent thre chilled blood back to our hearts. Thus sare we -

the creatures of circumstances. In the meantime, our brigade

'Clarks}, had Leen moved by the right flank, leaving us orders

to move on in the foad, in the direction of the firing, as the
woods wus too thick, and the country too broken for us to
zeep up with the brigade. While halted to tre right of and

near an open field across which a line of battle was stretched

J7e, for the first time heard the soft fluttering sound pecu-

fiigr toa rifled cannon shob. 1 d4id not notice this flutter;:D

irg until Capt. Stanford called my attention to it, and asked

e 1 1 kueow Wwhat it was and fold e to wotoh tlet 1ina of

?

)attle a moment. The columns of dirt thkrown into the air ex-~

plaihed it ail and one crashing through the timber just over

our heads shortly after, causing us to pa; most unexpected
&, :

o3 .
bbeisance to its highness, informed us that we were now under

{ -

lioving on & short distance and passing by the end of

f'ﬁgfb cortest going on st the further end. A Yankee battery

.”%ﬁi\i’ ' 20

8 long Tield stretching away to our left, we could see a ;.Q?)_

ng awey at our men, standing not more than & hundred

1



|2 T yeré" in ,ronfd and soon had
cross the field. Our men hed charged the baltery and fail-
ing to take it, had to rctﬂre. But this was only a gijmpse
(143f the terrible work heing dome all througn t!ose woods and
- fields. It was the first I lmd seen and remained fixed in
my memorys Even now it reminds re of 2 grond pjcturé of'é
Lbéttle. A short distance Iurther, and we were in the desert
; ed camp of the enemy, the tentg standing and everything left
- as though tﬁe'troops had only gonre out on review, ' We Tinist

2T

J:f*ed our breakf&st at thelr expense as we pasced through. They

haﬂ not vacated hlthOﬂt a struggle as was ev1ncad by the num
1_]ber of killed and.wounded scattered about. e nere now clos
1% up to the scene of action end the minnies bagan to 81nu shar
=-'""-‘.'_'L;,r around us. ' Our llne of battle wos seen a {ew hundred ;rf
;}T’a_ras 3 Phgnt s’tan&ing-énd firing, but -the enemy was hid .
. ;;frdm us by the umd erbrush. Iﬁ-a few minutes Cen'l. Hindman
'f. ga11opcd up, app&rently wild with excitement, and announced

‘with s *10ur1sh of language sometthg like & school bov s

‘ Lspeech that we were ga*nlng a gloriouc victory"

s

the enomy

‘e g
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Moving h1't & -.{;r'ot a_ or‘t_,_ _ﬂ\i_&t_a};ce to the left, he }?01511;_0& . “
to_- 2 51 1;{:]*1, elevati on 1[1 i:rort of m@;: ‘z‘e_glfi-t.e(': l"ig‘ The L _;
t?i'tsflﬂ.-éu} rear, . The TlUJLbEI of the d“ad of, the enc,rry bei-'\:,l-:
nng arouﬁé %howedvthiq éOéluiOﬂ.£8d been conuendéd {gr,'HOli;) ]

- ‘ = Ptk
.‘1

of our'9r00ps were 1n Iront of us wnd but a °ca*ter1ng line:ﬂ;

1

to SUPPOrt-uS %nould the enemy charge our Jattery but tnis_iﬂ
Lbey could not do itk o eyposing bheiv Fanks too much One

of the enemJ S batterles seeing us take n081t10n opened on’

-

us et once. It as olearly a trial of ettle and SPill be- .

tveen ours and the enemy s battery' Our 51x guns were soon -

i +§._ o ,'-‘ St -s-.._, S i _.,,,.

in p051t10n a momeﬁt ‘more. anﬁ tnree deep tunes went rolling

'.-._»_1_-

over the flelu of battle for the izvst tlme.a Thouvh thas WaLjD

our 1rst flrlng we mere well urllleu in t%e rﬂnual 01 the "

1
nleces and Jhe boys WO?ked s}arn quick and vlth a W111 %
every.man at hls post Fe opened mlth shell, fuz eé, and ele—h"ﬁ

4

vatlcn ;or SIX hundred Taras. Our opponeuts replwed wluh no

less spirit andfmost ungratlfylng'preclslon. mhelr shellsjﬁf;;faf

Pl

\,‘ .

and shraperel hlstng and'%ea 'hg about us S&v agely.'-ﬁﬁﬁhdt lijf

-

struck & tree standing&a\few

O I |
= o 3

he bark and spllnters looklng to Lhe rwght £ saw a horse

;feet from us Strlklng m Wlth

"

have hlS 185 taken off Just below ihe Shoulder by e cannon }f;f{

= ; S
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smoke glmost Jrsiiarﬁﬁiult'S"" face hurling him {rom his "h

horse to Lthe groand; he sprang to his fcet, threw up his

arms and agaln fell to the ground, a shot would now and theﬁ_
ij&low up the ground end sprinkle us with dirt, I felt sure

ve must all be killed erd expected every moment to have the

R P R N

life jerkednout of me by e-cannon b, 1 thought it ;5;05—
cible for a man to live anny moments in that terrible storm.:

But this did not »revent us from working our guns and remen-~

*

bering the order to "fire low", Our firing sooh began to

4

tell on the ehemy and they becan to be less accuréfe iR their

B

-'aim, end to slacken their fwre., Observing this wé exertied

urselves, if no“s;hle St37] more and, g | t}JﬂP in not mOre'

than ten minutes from our first shot the cnemy's:-guns had

cebseﬁ to replj, and we were oruereu to cea%e rlng. - The

enbmJ Tas drlven 4r0A his 9051t10n aru the Ilrln; aguln re-

L3 ®

tired towards the Iront. Our woun&ed horses &nd men repluc-

ed by oth rs and e . Iollo‘ed on 1n the LraLL of the battle

”q-every wh ere markei by the mangled iormn o f the aead. fﬁe ed |
o ]
_sometlmes to move ﬂaem ont of the way of our guns to Lcep

(:)rcm p&SSlng ovev them. Vherever a stand wes made the dead

lay thickest..: SOmP places they were piled on each"bther..

Guns knapSacks an& clothlng weve snattered evevy fhere SRt

= w o=
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h the woods. After striking the line vnerc the battle

En
o

throu
ﬂbcgan in the morring, at no time durin~ the day did we fiﬂd

ia place unmarked by the killed. It was more iterrible than I
thad ever thought a battle field conld be. One place particu}
lkarly struck my attention: it was vhere a Yanliee battery hagd
Tfought. Sore seid il wes the same battery we hsd fought that
#orning, but we had changed positions so often thet I could

kot teli what pert of the field we were on. It waé evident
QLur men had ceptured the battery, but the fight, for it must
:;ave been fearful even jfor that fearful field. The dead al-"
?%ost covered the ground, being across each other and in every .
‘bosition. Rebels and Yankeoes together. Horses had fallen :)
.Fead togethe r-the reins still grasped by the cold, pale hands.

|

‘ Humbers still held their guns in the various positions in

,Which death hed found them., Cur team of six horses all dead,

tlay still hernezced te the timber of a gun. It was indeed a

-isunlime picture of heroism-such a scene is ever wor thy the

_?respect of & soldier, be his unj form what it may. I have of-

' ten recalled this sight to my aind, when the bravery of our
.'foes has been called in question-brave men had fought and fa:)
|len here. Zravery and devotion to the cause for.which he

fights are the virtues of a soldier and are worihy of re-

24
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spect. Femoving sSuch as werec in our path we followed on af
ier the retreating storm. There wes no internicsion.True,
(i)at times, the fighting would be heavier, generally prececd-

~ed by a cheer. Tnese cheers were sure to be followed by

~sueh crashes of musketry and roar of artillery as -fo tell

of & death struggle of a charge ard then quieting off into

an alnost monotonous rattle. Once dur in~ the evening we

were nlaced in position, in connection with another battz=xy
in order to dislodge the enemy from a poscition he had taken;
but before we received the order to open on thowm, oiie of th

those wild shkouts went up, followed by the sharp crackling |

ﬁL)of thousands of guns, and the enemy vwas swept from his last

LA e

strong hold, and retired to the position of their gun boats.
WWith the river in the rear, they, beaten.and in disorder,

we, Tlushed with victory, escepe appeared im;ossible. The

R T e S LS

crisis of the battle had come; but the s,irit that had wield
3

ed and directed the ficr; mass hzd gone. One more gallant

i

charge and we had not fought in vain. Tassing by a small

et

dwelling and some out houses near which a pile of cotten

PER Y PR

{j)bales were burning, vith & few dead and hundreds of stands -

of small arms scattered around, we pressed on after the en- |

emy.‘ Ey impression at the time was, that the river WaS_Qp}j




ly a couple of hundred yards away, seeingwht I supnosed to
-fhe the r iver banks but may have becen mistaken. Passing to
the left and going perhaps half a mile we fell in with our
lire of infantry which appeared to be on the point of making
g charge. The infantry lay down and our guns were placed "in
oattery”™ or in fighting attitude. While were we-e advaucing
to this position the enemy was shelling us, or rather the .
woods where we were for they could not sce ns,; but knew very
'well we were there. By the time we had got our guns ready

. for action the shelling became terrific. e soon found out
that this shelling came from the gun boats. The boats were
2ontealed by the trées, but the henvy smole rising from every
discharge showed where they were. At the point where we
.were affairs were evidently confused, and the officers at a

| loss vhat to do, or knowingz were unwilling to do it. At one
moment we would be ordered to open fire, and the order would
be countermanded the next. Ordered once to "to 1§Mber to

the front"™ or gzet roady to advance. Then an order to load

%with canister and be ready to repell a charge of the eneny,

it being reported that they vere reforming unier cover of ;)

the boats. The gunboats horror had siezed on both men and

officers. Our position was very trying one for raw troops




e gl brse
7_4;;.;1)er1é:1ced soldiers would have scen at a glance that we

were comparatively safe. One position was in a hollow, the
ground rising in a gradual slone to the front. Behind 1:}1)155i
rise was the river and the gun boats. Having to elevate

their gsins, so as to Tire over the top of the hill in our i

i

front , the shells all pacszed harmles:ly a few feet above our
I

heads, making a most demoralizing crash among the branches
of the treces, but seeming to us, to almost graze the ground.
An effort was made by soie of their officers to get the in- |
fantry to cherge. The storm of shot and shell was too
Tierce, and it really appeared cerftain death to rise and
~/face it; and besides they thought it madness for men to o-
nenly face gun boats. They were worn ont with the da;s hard
fighting, marching and double quicking, and the fiery immge
of moving was gone. They did not rise to strike the last
blow that would have gained the day. Victory still marched
dn; but the eye that had a1l day watched her irom through
the smoke of battle was closed in death, and one less pierc-
ing failed to see her in front still waiving us forward. The
'{‘_)order came for us to retire and the line began to fall beck-
not hestily or in disorder, sileatly they marched away from

the victory for which they had fought so well and were now

27




made us very conforiable after tre rough times ve had juct

passed through, and Lthe prospect of gelting home rmde us
/)‘feel cheeriwl. Although the lrain rvas moving all night, 1
rested well. The comnany after the battle of Shiloh report-
ed some twenty-cne or two men in "killed, wounded, and mics-
ing®. Four, I think, were killed on the field, two captur-
ed-the otiiers were wounfed, two of whom éied of their wounds,
At Grand Junction we met scveral old men from Grenada wio :
had sons in the Battery, and as it was difficult to lezrn
the truth during so much cxcitement, they were trying to
qn)learn the trutk during =o much e:citome:t, they were irying
"to get to Corinth to learn the fate of their sons. They cous
could get no further tian tke Junction on account of mili- \
tary ordevrs. They were anxiously inspecting every train of
wounded that came by. On coming to our car one of them
found both of his sonS'woﬁnﬁeﬁ, one of them mortally. It
wves an aifecting sight to see the gray headed father mecet
his wounied boys and weep over them. At Grenada, iiiss, I
~was met by my Uncle, Mr. Wm. Ross. «e had first received
(t)é dispatch that I was killed, followed by onec stating that

I was only wounded, thus leaving him in doubt still as to

my fate. He had set out to hunt me up, and had stopped 2t

43
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Grenada, 16 obtain inormation of the comnany and to look
through the hospitals and sce 1f I had come, ard examined the
traeins of wounded as they passed. I glsdly responded to his
call of "any of Stanford's Battery in there?", and felt :
much better, knowins I was in good hands and no longer nced
look out for myself, and felt as secure as if already at
home. Saturday mornins, Asril 12th, ve got home, which e-
vent very naturally produced much cxcitemerit. The wrevail-
ing opinion seened to be tiat I must die as I had bee: vound-
ed in battle. And my good, kind Aunt shed many tears over.
"her luckless boy". After I got hom, my wound gave me 1it-
tle or no pain. Thants to the good nursing I got, I was cdi“)
fined to my bed some six weeks hefore I was able 0o use .y
"game leg". I waé however, over anxious to return to the
amry, not for love of it, nor a sense of duty, but in order
to prevent a ckarge of "playing—off“, which I did not 1like

to hear spoken of even in sport. During my a@senge from the
Company, the re-organization took place, and other officers

were elected. The whole arm, w2s re-organized at the sane

time. 1 received a letter from Roudea statin; that I was ;)

elected senior second lieutenant of the Battery, thoush I

was not officially informed of the fact, because the offi-

aA




losing thuzh no fexlt of theirs. Had Johnston been thrern
to oxder & ehar=o. ‘it ouid Tawve been dorpe ¥abn f=r better

spirit than they now menifested in retiring. Bul such was

the decree of fate and with it, it is not our province to _:) ;

complain., I do not remember the ezact time we began to fall

back, but think the sun was probsbly half an hour high. Ve
did not get to tie camp assignsed us until after dark; AS W
passed through the various camys of the enemy-which our men
now occupied, and bagan to lizght up with their camp fires,
the effect of the day's battle was strikingly prescented.The
bodies of the slain lay "thick as sutunn leave". The wheeis
of our guns jolted over hundreds of discarded musketé. Ligk t)
were moving in every direction as the living hunted for the

Jlost friend. Sad groups stood here and there around the

: t
| 1
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1 white faces of the loved and honored. Thare was an

indescribable spirit of grief brooding over the wearied ar-
ny. Ve went into bivouac svme two miles Irom the river, the
infentry being hetween us eand the encmy. There ﬁas a large
number of the enemy's abandoncd tents standing some {wo hun-
dred yards in front of us. Te had orcers to stay with Our,;)

guns and not siraggle in search of plunder. This order did

not prevent some of our men paying a visit to the abandoned

tents, getiing a number of articles of clothing &c. I did not






