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THE FIFTEENTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY.
By CAPTAIN H. R. BEINKERHOFF, 157u U, S5, IsFasTrY. *

“Y T HE nrst regument of the regular establishment in the United Stares

I Artny designated the = Fifteenth Infantry,” was organized pursoant

1w an act of Congress appraved by the President on the 11th day

of January, 1812, and consisted of ten companies.  Lebulon Mont-

gomery Pike of New |ersey was appointed its colonel and served in that

capacity uatil March 12, 1815 when he was appointed brigadier-general.

He was killed in the assauli upon the British fortifeavions at York now
Toronta!, Canada. in the {ollow:ing month.

The officers of the regiment. as shown by the Army Register for 182,
consisted of one colonel, one lieutenant-colonel, one major, Len captains,
ten first liewtenants, nine second lieutenants, eleven ensigns, one surgeon
and two surgeon's mates.  Thirty-two of these officers were appointed from
New |ersey. and the others from New York, Pennsylvania and Maryland.
In the following vear the names of three third lieutenants appeared in addi-
tian to thase of the other grades named. The regiment was disbanded in
May, td15, in conlormity with an act of Congress reducing the army 1o
10,000 Men, '

[t was again organized in April, 1817, under the provisions of an act of
Congress approved in the preceding February, authorizing the organization
of *an additonal force for the war.”

It served during the war with Mexico and was disbanded in 1848 after
the ratification of the treaty ol peace

The beginning of the War of the Rebellion found the greater portion of
the army serving vpon the Indian frontier, occupying numerows small {orts
and cantonments. and covering a zone of country by its operations several
huadred miles in width, extending from the © British Possessions " on the
north, to the Gull of Mexico on the south,

‘The military establishment at 1his time consisted of ten regiments of
infantry, five regiments of mounted troops, and four regiments of artillery,
aggregating about sixteen thousand officers and men. The services of these
troops were preatly needed by the Government immediately after the inaug-
uratjon of President Lincoln. at other points, where the exigencies of public
affairs made the presence of well drilled and efficient soldiers necessary, It
seemed impossible, however, to call in the garrisons of any of the frontier
posts for duty elsewhere, without exposing the setilements they protected
to the assaults of surrounding savages, Nor was it believed that the
duties which ordinarily devolved upon these garrisons could be safely en-

* 'nder the dieeciion of Colene: B E A&, Crofion, 1ath U, 5 Infantey.
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grusted to new levies wholly unacquainted with the important responsibili-
ties which would immediately confront them. The necessity for the im-
mediate enlargement of the regular forces seemed, therelore, clearly apparent
to the administration and the leading statesmen ol the country with whom
it conferred,  With the view of determining to what extent this enlarge-
ment should properly be carried, and to decide upon the proper tactical
organization for the proposed new regiments, an advisory board was insti-
tuted, consisting of the Hon. Salmon P. Chase, Secrerary of the Treasury |
Major Irvin McDowell, Assistant Adjutant-General ; and Captain William B.
Franklin, of the Engineer Corps. The board met in Washingron late in
April, and after a briel consultation rendered a report recommending the
addition of eleven regiments to the regular establishment, and the adopion
of a three-battalion organization for the regiments then in existence, as well
ag for those which mught be added. The President appraved the recom-
mendations ol the board but subsequently limited the application of the
three battalion system Lo the new regiments.

Following promptly upon the report of the board the President, under
the date of May 3. directed the organization of nine additional regiments
of infantry, consistinfi of twenty-four companies cach; one additional regi-
ment of cavalry, and one regiment of artillery: aliogether comprising an
army of not less than twenty-eight thousand officers and men. The Con-
gress was not in session at the time, but upon assembling scon thereafter
hastened 1o confirm the order of the President by an act approved on the
gth day of July, 1861, legalizing the eleven new regiments,

The appointment of officers for the additional regiments followed the
executive order as rapidly as possible, and the work of assembling and
organizing the new forces was promptly begun.

General Orders No. 33, War Department, Adjutant-General's office, June
18, 1861, announces the names and lineal standing of the field officers and
many of the company officers of the new regiments.

“The newly appointed officers,” are admonished in the order named
that they * will lose no time in making themselves thoroughly acquainted
with the army regulations, the tactics of their several arms, and the various
duties of their profession.  None will be nomihated for commissions Lo the
Senate who have not proved themselves, meantime, to be both worthy and
capable of commanding the brave men whder them. That the Department
may be enabled 1o form a proper judgment on this delicate point, all com-
manding officers—those of regiments and battalions more particularly—will
forward to this office, in time to reach it by the 15th of July nexy, a state-
ment an honor, of the moral, mental, and physical qualifications lor the ser-
vice, of each one of the officers belonging to their command.”

The headquarters of the Fifteenth Infantry was established by this order
at Wheeling, Virginia. On the 15th of July following, the removal of the
headquarters to Cleveland, Ohio, was authorized by the War Department,
but shortly thereafter, under further instructions it wus established at Cin-
cinnati, practically at Newport Barracks, where it remained until August,
1862, when it was transierred to Fort Adams, Rhode Island.

General Fitz John Porter. then Assistant Adjutant-General in the army
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with the runk of Capiain, was appointed colonel of the Filteenth Infantry, ¢
date from the ik day of May, 1861, His appointment w this elevaied ynd
responsibile position was vey ¥ favarably regarded Ly efficers ol the army i
sonsequence of his former valuahle services and his evident special litness
lor the office, He was 1 graduate of the National Miln
West Point, and had served Tor nearly sixteen YEars in the
ul the army. In the war w ith Mexica he h
and had been breveted {o
del Rey, and g

ary Acudemy g
lae snd the san
ad rendered conspicuous serviees
rdistinguished gallantry in the battle of Moling
4in at the starming of Chapultepec,

Three days afier 1he Bppointment of
the Filteenth Inlantry he was
immediately entered wpon the d
valaneley of the regiment
when he was succepded
Military Academy of
the office frivm lieare

General Porter to the colaneley of
made brigadier-general of violunteers, and
uties of the latter office,  He retained the
- however, until the 25 day af January, 1863,
by Colonel (Miver L, Shepherd, & graduate of the
tEgo. and a veteran of the Mexican war, promaoted g
nant-colonel of the Eighteenth Lnfantry,
Jobin P Sandersan, a resident of Philadelphia,
VENID, Was appointed lieutenant-calonel,

Captain John H. King of the First Infantry, William H. Sidell of New
Vark, and John [, Edie of Pennsylvania, were appointed majors to date
from the r1ath day of May, 1861, and were assigned to the regiment in (he
crder named,  Mqjor King entered the service originally as a second [ieu.
tenant in the First Infantry on the zd day of December 1837, and had been
continuously in the service from that time,  Sidell was a gpradudle of the
Military Academy at West Paint and cntered the servige ariginally zs hrever
second leutenant in the First Artillery on the 15t of fuly, 1833, He left the
army by resignation in Ocraber lollowing and was a residen
when appointed.  Edie liad no previous military experience,

Fourteen captaing were appointed in May, six in the following August
ardd two in Cewober, Amang the former were Firsy Licotenant Peter T,
Swaine, Tenth Inlantry, now Colonel of the Twenty-second Infantry, and
First Lieutenant Logis H. Pelouze of the Fourth Artillery, The other ap-
pointments to this grade were all from eivil life, Prominent amang them
on account of services subsequently rendered the names of James Biddle,
now Colonel of the Ninth Cavalry, Colonel Henry Keteltas of New York
City, Major Thomas H, Horton, U. 5, Army (retired), and Major Lynde
Catlin, U, 5. Army (retired), may be especially mentioned,

Nineween first licutenants were appointed in May and three athers in
August.  Among the former were Sccond Lieutenang Jobn T. Rivter of the
Filth Infantry, who had entered ghe service in July, 1836, Secand Licuten.
ant Charles G. Harker, Second Inlantry, who had entered in July, 1858, and
Jemes Curtis, who had served from July 1, 1851, to januar],- 15, 1857, in
the Second Infantry, These gentlemen were al[ graduates of the Militsry
Academy at West Point. The other appointments were fram civil life,
Among the latter were Horgee Jewett of Maine, now Culanel
Twenty-first Infantry, George M. Brayton, Lieutenant-colone! of the Minth
Inlantry, George H. Tracy, Major Uy 5. Army (retired), and Charles AL
Wikofl, Licutenant-colonel Nineteenth hnfantry.

and & native of E"-:'uus_-,-l.

f New YVark

of the
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command of the brigade, was a veteran of the Mexican War anid ane of the
mast efficient and popuelar officers then in the service. The Fourth Hrigade,
as now constiteted, consisted of the First Ohio; Filth Kentucky (Louisville
Legian): Sixih Indiana; First Battalion, Fifteenth Inlantey ; First Battalion,
Sizteenth Infantry ; First Battalion, Nineteenth Infantry, and Hauery H,
Fifth Artillery.

[n the meantime the Army ol the Tennessee had moved wp the Ten-
nessee River as far as Pittsburg Landing, with the view ol operating agains
the Confederate army under Johnston at Corinth,

Late in March the division was put in motion to join the forces under
General Grant at Pittsburg Landing, and after several days hard marching
reached Suvannah on the Tennessee River, about nine miles below Pis.
burg, late in the evening of the 6th day of April. The men were hastily
embarked on boats which were found at the landing, and the vanguard of
the division, consisting of Rousseau’s Brigade, reached Pittsburg Landing
about fiive o'clock on the following morning.

“ Ot of justice to General MeCook and his command,” says General
Grant in his Memoirs, * 1 must say that they left @ point twenty-two
miles cast of Savannah on the moraing of the 6th,  From the heavy rains
of a few days previous and the passage of trains and artillery, the roails
were necessarily deep in mud, which made marching slow, The division
had not only marched through this mud the day before, but it had been in
the rain all night without rest. It was engaged in the batile of the second
day and did as good service as its position allowed, In fact an opportu-
nity occurred for it to perform a conspicuous act of gallantry which elicited
commendation from division commanders in the Army ol the Tennessee.”

A little after six o'clock McCook marched to the front with Rousseau’s
Brigade and formed on Crittenden’s right facing towsrds Shiloh Church,
and about seven o'clock engaged the enemy 10 his lront consisting of por-
tions of Polk’'s and Breckinridge's Corps.

“ When Rousseau's Brigade was formed.” says General M. F. Force, in
his extended narrative of the battle, * his right was in the air.  McCook,
however, held it in place till Kirk's Brigade arrived, when Rousseau moved
forward across a ravine Lo a rising ground a few hundred yards in advance.
A company of regulars was sent into the woods in its front as skirmishers,
In less than an hour the skirmishers were driven back, followed by the
Fourth Kentucky Regiment and the Fourth Alabama Baualion, belonging
1o Trabue's Brigade. After a fierce attack for twenty minutes the assailants
fell back before the rapid and well-directed fire of Rousseau’s men, and retired
out of sight in the timber. Trabue’s regiments rallied and quickly returaed
tothe assault with greater vigor than before, The steady fire of Rousseau's
men again drove them to retreat.  Rousseau then advanced into the timber
and passed through it to an open field, when Trabue once more charged
furiously upon Ropsseau with his entire brigade.  Afiera desperate struggle
Trabue gave way leaving two guns in Rousseau’s possession.  The conflicy
now raged about Shiloh Church with a fury surpassing any portion of the
battle on the preceding day. Generals McClernard, Sherman and Wallace
all speak with admiration of the splendid fighting of McCook's Divis-
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won. Wood's rebel brigade finally charged on Housseau and was knocked -
to pieces and retired 10 the rear. McCook now pushed his lines forward

and the fire became hotter than ever., General Grant called two regiments

and in person led themin charge in McCook's front and broke the enemy's

lime,”

General Grant mide no official report of the batle of Shiloh, but in his
Memoirs he gives an extended account of his own movements and those of
the troops which participated in the battle under him. In this narrative
he makes no mention of having * led two regimenis ™ on the eventful
second day of the engagement. e speaks, however, of a * conspicuous
act of gallantry " performed by the troops under General McCook, This
* gonspicuous act of gallantry,"was the charge of Rousseau's Brigade, led by
the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Infantry, against the Confederate line after the
repulse of Wood's command, The whole of Roussean's Brigade doubtless
joined in the movement, for General Rovsseaw in his official report of the
battle says that he observed two regiments advancing at * double quick
time." One of these regiments he says, " was the First Ohio, which had

zen moved to our lelt to wait for ammunition, | gailoped 1o the regiment
and ordered it to halt, as | had notordered the movement, but was informed
that it was advancing by order of General Grant, whom [ then saw in rear
of the line with his staff. | ordered the regiment to advance with the others
which it did. * * * This closed the fighting of the day."”

The movement had evidently gotten wellunder way hefore General Rous-
seau knew anything about it, and the two regiments he observed moving
forward at * double quick time,” were doubtless the last of his brigade to
join in the advance,

" Shortly after the defeat of Weood's Brigade,” says an officer who par-
ticipated in the battle, in command of a company of the Sixteenth Infantry,
“an officer rapidly approached the battalions of the Fifteenth and Sixteenth
Infantry from the rear and cried, * Charge ! Charge ! by order of General
Grant!" ™

The Fifteenth and Sixteenth moved forward instantly to the front and
swept everything before them in the grand charge which General Forcesays
" broke the enemy’s line.” ’

The hitherto obscure spot known in the Federal reports as Pittsburg
Landing and in the Confederate reporis as Shiloh, is now historic as the
scene of the second great battle in the War of the Rebellion. Few battles
anywhere were more destructive in proportion to the number engaged,
about one man in five having been killed or wounded in the battle,

Inthe Fifteenth Infantry four men were killed and four officers,—Captains
Keteltas, Peterson, Curtis and Wikoff—and fifty-five men were wounded,

After the battle of Shiloh the Confederate army retired to Corinth where
it intrenched itsell and awaited the further advance of the Federal troops.
General Halleck having assumed command of the combined forces of the
Army of the Tennessee, the Army of the Ohio and the Army of Mississippi,
began his march towards Corinth about the close of April.  After several
successive advances, meeting more or less opposition, the armies finally
reached the main intrenchments belore Corinth on the 2z7th day of May,
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* The movement was a siege from the start to the close,” says General
Grant, ¥ The National armies were thoroughly intrenched all the way from
the Tennessee River to Corinth.”

General Beauregard evacuated the place on the 1oth of May and retreated
southward,

The battalion had now been through a somewhat hard and certainly a
very practical schooling. In addition 1o its experience under fire at the
battle of Shiloh, it had been given daily practical lessons in picket duty, the
construction of field fortfications and the building of roads and bridges dur-
ing the slow advance upon Corinth. 1t had learned something of the grim
business of war and was now well prepared for further campaign or battle,
or siege, a5 might be required.

In June the battalion proceeded 1o Huntsville, Alabama, by the way of
luka, Tuscumbia, Florence and Athens. The weather was extremely warm
and the roads over which the battalion marched were dry and dusty. The
Subsistence Department was unable o furnish full rations at any tume dur-
ing the march and frequently the supply was scant.

On the 15t day of June the Second Baualion left Newport Barracks and
proceeded to Columbus, Kentucky, where it went into camp on the 6th of
the month. [t remained at Columbus until February, 1863, when it was or-
dered to Memphis. It remained at this place until October of the same
year when it joined the First Battalion at Chattanooga,

During July and August the First Batalion was almost constantly on the
march, enlivened at times by skirmishes with the enemy and the usval inci-
dents and discomforts of active field service.  On the 24th day of August it
broke up its temporary camp i Cowan Station, Tennessee, on the Nashville,
Chattanooga and 5t. Louis Railroad, and leaving behind its camp equipage,
marched through Pelham and Altamonte, down the Cumberland Mountaing
to Hubbard's Cave, on through Murfreeshorough, Nashville and Bowling
Green, reaching Louisville, Kentucky, on the 260h of September, 1862, having
marched almost continuously about four hundred miles, ** without our camp
equipage.” says Major King, * the whole time without the ordinary allow-
ance of rations, and some days totally without apy.”

After four days rest at Louisville the First Baualion started on another
extended march which took it through Shelbyville and Laurenceburg, Ken-
tucky, to Chaplin Hills, where a portion of General Kirby Smith's Confede-
rate command was encountered on the gth of October, resulting in the loss
of one man killed and two wounded in the battalion. General J. W, Sill, in
command of the forces of the expedition, reports the affair as a * smart skir-
mish,” resulting in the loss of five men killed and thirty-three wounded and
missing in the command,

From Chaplin Hills the battalion faarched on with General 3ill's com-
mand through Perrysville and Danville to Crab Orchard, and then back to
Bowling Green, where it arrived on the last day of October, having made
an almost continuwous march of three hundred miles, * without its camp
equipage,” says Major King, “and part of the time suffering for want of
rations.”

On the 8th of November the battalion continued its march and pro-

h )
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ceeded directly to Nashville, where it remained until the 26th of Decem-
ber., OIn that date it moved on towards Murfreeshorough, Tennessee, as a
part of the * Regular Brigade.” This brigade, subsequently famous in the
annals of the Army of the Cumberland, was organized a few days before the
movement upon Murfreesborough began, and consisted entirely of regula
Lroops, as follows - First Battalion Filveenth Infantry, under Major King
First Battalion and one company of the Second Baualion, Sixteenth In
fantry ; First and Sccond Battalions, and six companies of 1he Third Han-
walion, Eightesnth Infantry ; First Battalion Nineteenth Infantry, and Bat-
tery H, Filth Artillery.  Lieutenant-Colonel Qliver L. Shepherd, Eighteemb
Infantry, subsequently Colonel of the Fifteenth Infantry, commanded the
brigade.

About eleven o'clock on the joth day of December, Roussean’s Divis-
jon, to which the Regular Brigade belonged, reached its position in the
Federal line before Murireesborough, and bivovacked near the Nashville
turapike an the night preceding the sanguinary battle of Stone’s River,

“ At about nine o'clock a. M. on the jist of December.” says General
Roussean, in his official report of the battle, under date of January 1uth,
1863, " the report of artillery and heavy firing of small arms on our right
announced that the battle bad begun by an attack on the right wing. com-
manded by Maj-General McCook, * * * General Thomas ordered me
to advance my division quickly to the [ront to the assistance of General
McCook. = * * We consulted and agreed as to where the line should
be formed, This was in u dense cedar brake, through which my troops
marched in double-quick time, 1o get into position before the enemy reached
us. He was then but a few hundred yards o the front sweeping up in im-
mense numbers, driving everything belore him. * * % The roads were
almost impassable w infantry, and arullery was perfectly useless. * + *
Our lines were hardly lormed before a dropping fire of the enemy announced
hisapproach, * * * Fourdeliberate and fiercely sustained assaulis were
made upon our poasition and repulsed.”  After the last assault * we made a
charge upon the encmy and drove him into the woods. * * * This
ended the fighting of that day. * * * From the evening of the jrst
until the emsuing Saturday night {January 3d), no general battle occurred
in front of my division. * * ¢ During much of the time my men had
neither shelter, food nor fire. | procured corn, which they parched and ae.
and some of them ate horse steaks, cut and broiled, [rom horses upon the
battle-field, * * * The troops of my division behaved admirably. |
could not wish them to behave more gallantly. * * * The Brigade of
United States Infantry, Lieut-Col. O. L. Shepherd commanding, was on
the extreme right. On that body of brave men the shock ol battle fell
heaviest, and its loss was most severe. Over one-third of the command
fell, killed or wounded ; but it stood up to the work and bravely breasted
the storm, and though Major King, commanding the Filteenth, and Major
Slemmer (*Old Pickens "), commanding the Sixteenth, fell severely
wounded, and Major Carpenter, commanding the Nineteenth, feli dead in
the last charge, together with many other brave officers and men, the brig-
ade did not falter for a moment. * * * If [ could, | would promote

L
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every officer and several non-commissioned officers and privates of thi
brigade of regulars, for gallantry and good zervice in 1his terrific battl i
make no distinction between these troops and my brave volunteer % ']
ments, J.ﬂi' in my judgment there never were better troops than those r‘l!'_'
ments. in the world.  But the troops of the line are soldiers by prof 5“:'Eh
and with a view to the [uture | feel it my duty to say what [ ha\'et;l}iﬁ 5““.".
The loss of the batalion of the Filteenth Infantry, in killed and u'ou:qr;ln-d
was severe,  [L went into the engagement with sixteen officers and tl ) 3
hundred and four enlisted men. One officer—Captain Bell—was k I]Jrf‘-
and three officers—Major King, Captain Yorke and Lieutenant Dtc]n:st:: 22
were severely wounded. Ten men were killed and ninety-o ot
wounded and missing. Fo
'F‘hufu:umand of the Filteenth devolved upon Captain Fulmer alter
Major King was wounded. Captain Crofton. now Colonel of the Filteenth
"m“i?dﬂ! to the .r.nmmancl of the Sizteenth after Slemmer was djﬁab:clﬂ.,
?;r;::p';:?;im Mulligan to the command of the Nineteenth alter the death n;
General Rosecrans in his official report ol the battle under date of Feb
;'uar}' IE: 13'5?. makes ~ special mention " of Captain Fulmer, Fifteenth Tn:
;::;ﬁ; ]na-[::‘a;:':tolmn. Sixteenth Infantry ahd Captain Mulligan, Nine-
“ These three infantry captaing,” he says, " i i
battalions after their mr.aj:-;:ursE:l had been d}i:a“bl::.mamn;ndb:i::::;r ::I?Ec““
gallantry and skill, although opposed by an overwhelming sumber,” B
| Ththl:ratr.le reopened on the morning of January st and was clominuéd
r::ﬁ:: ;Z:hlwh:ridj and the twa following, when the Confederate army
On the evening of the second day of the battle, the wagon transportatio
of the Regular Brigade was directed to proceed to Nashville, It pol. au:'an
l:alrly on the following day under charge of Lieutenant C]arr.rrme Lfﬂﬂa'k :
Sixth Infantry, now Major of the Fifteenth Infantry, The re imen;al blna:]::l
of the Fifteenth reported to Lieutenant Bailey and amnmpal;‘ied the tra :
portation under orders es rowde for Nashville, A sufficient number of :1:1;
wagons were furnished to the band to carry the men as well as their instru
ments and personal effects. The roads were rough and the jolting of th-
wagons often made riding in them less desirable than walking. A;ga ":EUI:
the men scattered along the way and the wagons assigned [or their use w
aften delayed, waiting for those who had fallen behind to come u ? Eiit
wi‘lnen the band with its transportation reached La Vergne ah.::;r_ i.lxﬂ'a ]
:vu;mll:?m Nashville, it was suddenly surrounded by a &cm:hn?cn?::}
mr:de ;;;ilc;valr}r and the whole concern from trombone to picolo cap-
Lieutenant Bailey had gone on ahead a short time before and forcunatel
escaped capture. When the officer in command of the Canfederate tro .
I::-e:nme aware of the character of his capture he at once set the mmﬂﬂh:
hh-:rl'r.y after exacting the usual parole. The transportation, however aad
the instruments of the band, together with the personal cﬂ'uc;ts of the .m:“
were appropriated by the capiors and carried away. The CDI‘IfEdEﬂh;
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officer kindly addressed Major King by letier, entrusting his communication
for delivery by a member of the band, announcing that he had paroled the
men. and allering to return the instruments if their value in money was scnl
1o his command under flag of truce. The result is not known, but it is be-
lieved that the instruments were never recovered

The band bore an excellent reputation in 1862-63, and its friends claimec
first place lor it in the Army of the Cumberland. 1t was recruited from the
members of the orchestra of Pike’s Opera House in Cincinnaty, and many
ol the performers were excellent MuUSICiAns.

On the sth of January, 1863, the pattalion moved into Murlreeshorough
and established a camp which it occupied until the latter part of June. It
joined then in the forward movement of the Army of the Cumberiand and
marched to Hoover's Gap and on through Fairfield to Manchester, Tennes-
see.  Adter a briel delay at Manchester, it moved on lowards Stevenson.
Alabama, which place 1t reached on the 1oth day of August. lt left Steven-
son on the gth of September and marched through Bridgeport, Tennessee,
crossed the Tennessee River and the Raccoon and Lookout Mountains, and
finally on the 1gth day of the month reached the historic battle-field of the
Chickamauga

The battalion at this time formed a part of the * Regular Brigade,” now
commanded by Brigadier-General John H. King, formerly major of the
Fifteenth Infantry, The brigade consisted ol the First Battalion, Filteenth
Infantry—six companies only being present with it at this time, Band D
having been leit behind on some detached duty—and Company E, Second
Rattalion, under command of Captain A. B. Dod; First Battalion, Six-
eenth Infantry: First and Second Battalions, Eighteenth Infantry ; First

Rattalion, Nineteenth Infantry ; and Battery H, Fifth Artillery,

At the opening of the battle on the morning of the 1gih Captain Dod
was directed to take position in the rear of the battery belonging to the
brigade and {ollow its movements.

* In accordance with these instructions,” says the captain in his official
report, “ | was following close on the battery, moving ta the front in line of
battle, when | was informed that the skirmishers of the enemy were about
eight rods on our right * * *7 '

“ Upon reaching a dense thicket,” says Captain Heitman ol the Fifteenth,
wg division stafl officer cautioned us not to fire in a certain direction as
there was a body of our troops in advance of us. He had scarcely gotten
out of sight when a volley was poured into us, and we found that instead of
our own troops we had Longstreet's Corps in our front. Our line wavered,
as it naturally would under such circumstances, but soon recovered itsell. In
the meantime, however, ane section of our battery had been captured. The
batialion was immediately ordered forward again, and closing upon the
enemy’s lines recaptured the section and with it a large number of prison-
ers. It was all done so bravely and quickly that the gunswere recoversd
uninjured. The volley that we received was a solid one, but the firing was
so high that the loss of men was small, As soon as possible we gathered
our prisoners together and sent them to the rear.”

Caontinuing his report of the operations of the zoth, Captain Dod says

|
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“ 1 was then ordered o relieve the Eighteenib in the outer breastworks,
which were only a few logs rised about a foor and o hall above the
groune. * * * The enemy made lour efforts to take the works, but
were cach time repulsed with terrible slaughter, the ground in front being
hiterally strewn with their dead and wounded,”

“We resisted the assaults successfully behind our livdde stronghold,”
says Captain Hellman, = until our ammunition became exhausied, when we
were driven back. The enemy were apparently determined wo dislodpe us
and they persisted until they succeeded.  In falling back we discovered that
we had been almost surrounded. My company was in the centre and we
hardly knew what direction to take. At length we got under cover of the
wodsds when it was found that all the officers to my right and a large num-
ber of men had been captured,  As we fell back we were heavily lired into
and the ground was covered with the dead and wounded of both armies.
We were crowded very closely and fell far back, being entirely out of am-
munition.  Darkness soon came on and closed the eventful day. On the
following day we crossed Missionary Ridge and early on the 22d reached
Chattanooga with Bragg's army pretty close on our heels and the Tennessee
River in [ront of us.”

The battalion went into the engagement on the 1gth with fourteen offi-
cers and two hundred and sixty-two men. 18 casualtics included nine men
killed, two officers,—Captain Meredith and Lieutenant Williams—and forty-
seven men wounded, and six officers— Lieutenants Timony, Gray, Holbrook,
Galloway, Kendall and Brown.--and eighty-eight men captured by the
encmy.

The battalion immediately went 1o work after its camping ground had
been determined upon to make itsell as comfortable as possible with such
material as could be obtained,

“ (Our camp,” says Heilman, ©* soon presented a unique and rather pictur-
esque appearance. The quarters were constructed of anything we could
get in the way of canvas and sticks, and our " dog houses.” as the structures
we erected were commaonly called, were @ sight 1o behold.”

In the meantime large details of officers and men were daily employed
in the erection of fortifications and the building of bridges and rouads, while
other large details were constantly employed in watching the enemy.

For nearly two months every man in the command was kept busy night
and day, either watching the enemy or adding to the means of delense
against him. During all this time the supply of feod and clothing was
barely sufficient to meet the daily wanis of the wroops and much suffering
resulted.

About the middle of October, 1863, General Grant was placed in com-
mand of a geographical division embracing the Departments of the Ohio,
the Cumberland and the Tennessee, and General Thomas succeeded Gen-
eral Rosecrans in command of the Army of the Cumberland. General
Grant reached Chattanooga on the 24th and operations were at once begun
1o relieve the siege which the Confederates under General Dragg had main-
tained since the unfortunate battle of Chickamauga.

“The national troops were now strongly entrenched in Chattanoops
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Valley,” says General Grant in his Memoirs, " the Tennesssee River behind .

them and the enemy occupying commanding heights 1o the east and west,
with a strong line across the valley from mountain to modntain. ® W
All supplies for Rosecrans had to he brought from Nashville * * * and
hauled by a circuitous route north of the river over a mountamaus country
« = % This country afforded but livtle food for his animals, searly ten
thousand of which had already starved, and not enough were leh to draw a
single piece of artillery, or even the ambulances to convey the sick. The
men had been on hall rations of hard bread for a considerable time, with
but few other supplies except beel driven from Nashville across the fountry.
The region along the road became so exhausted of lood for the cattle that
by the time they reached Chattanooga they were much in the condition of
skeletons. Indeed the beel was so poor that the soldiers were in the habit
of saying with a faimt facetiousness, that they were living an hall rations of
hard bread and aried deef on the hoof”

The Second Battalion of the Filteenth Infantry, under command of
Major Edie. reached Chattanooga on the 2d day of October, 1863, and went
into camp with the First Battalion. The road it had followed on the pre-
viows day was found so difficult for the wagon train by reason of mud and
broken ground that the batalion became separated [rom it while e route,
Some time alter the separation occurred the train was captured by a force
ol the enemy’s cavalry and was entirely destroyed, wgether with all the
public records of the battalion, its camp equipage, and the private property
of the officers and men.  Licutenant Lord and nineteen men, escotting the
train, were made prisoners ol war,

Major Albert Tracy, promoted from eaptain Tenth Infantry, joincd on
the last day of December, 1863, and azssumed command of the First Battal-
jon.  He entered the service originally as first lieutenant of the Ninth
Infantry, in 1847, and had rendered continuous service since  that
date,

It was a rough winter we spent at Chattanooga,” he says. *1 had served
in the expedition to Utah in 1857 -58 and participated in the hardships, pri-
vations and starvations of that luckless march, but taking all 1 saw or felt
in the expedition to Utah into consideration | must say that 1 never beheld
50 much suffering and misery from want of food and clothing as [ saw in
the camps of the Federal troops at Chatianooga from the date ol my join-
ing until the opening of February, 1864.7

| telegraphed Thomas from Washington,” says General Grant, * that
he must hold Chattancoga at all hazards, A prompt reply was received
saying, * We will hold the town till we starve.” 1 appreciated the force of
this despatch later when [ witnessed the condition of affairs which prompted
it. It looked, indeed, as if but two courses were apen; one to starve, the
other to surrender or be captured.”

 For tents,” continues Major Tracy, © a few blackened specimens were
left, but there were not wanting ingtances where soldiers were compelled for
want of covering o burraw in the side of the hills like animals to escape

the piercing inclemencies of the weather. It was only when we opened the |

newspapers, which now and then reached us from the North, that we felt

\
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assuresd that the men st Chattanooga were amply fed and clothed and gt
o hattle,

i the dith of Nowember, 180y, the Fost Hatalion wndes VapMain
hetcltas and the Second wnder Major Fuiue, broke camp at Uhatianaogs
and pastivipated wih the other regoments of the Hegular Bogade in the
asmaull upan Missionany BEadgre, losing toan men killed and cleven wonnded
ath battaloas participated in the pursui of the enemy 55 fa1 a5 Ringold,
vrovugia, bt without forther casnalties. The First Baitalon ieturned ;‘1 s
camp al Chattanooga o the 2ath, followed By the Second Fattabon an the
same vay

Na Bt haes Baweaenls o8 the AR TR oW waresd uaotdl the 2ot ol }-'.rl-...
ary, V8 when the Fist Rattalion mashad 1o Ringold and on the fa
bowing day 1o Tuanel Hadl On the sab 0 particepated v s akiconsh with
a consiterable toece of the enemy a2 Buzzants” Koost, and duting the follow.
eg night vetreated 1o Staae Chumeh manch on the amh
mached Uvoer's Statwom, Tonnessee, o the same Jdav amd bin witacked noar
that place untd the 2d dav of Manh whew 1 Gravaville, where
1owas poaned by the Secand Battalion on the iath and 2 tew davs later In
Campanies & and Boof the Theed Battabon under Captams Dasd and [ewets
i the adh of Apal the Fust Raitalion sdvanced as fa: as Parker's l.:r,q}\ o
make a0 armed iccoanoiszanoe of the eaemy #pnAEan atd efurnesl o
wravsville on the zah

Ll BT 1T

mianvhed L

Both battabons sad Companics 4 snad 1 Thisd Waitalion, hooke up
thes encampanent an the w1 of Mav and wused o the tarwand movrsient
o the Mmoo the Camberland, b wang kit af The Sevonad Hn':;..tr e

Fourtoenth Corpe (Gener)
The wigade sonsisted of the Ninctesath Dimois . Kleventh Micki-
gan Seatyv-ningh Oda ;. Fost and Secvsnd Batoalosns and Companies A and
B Thind Battalion, Fitoenth ntantiy ; Fost and Sevond Battalong Sia.
teenth Infastey ; Fiost amd Second lRaialions Fuechteenth Intantyy, and
First Battalion Nineteenth Infantny

haniy

crai Bingh, Fost Dhvisian (General Lolinson)
Palmert

i the month Masw Teacy ehiggurshad command of the Fust
After the
Battle of Renetaw Mountam, Dad vrggened and the command of the hattal-
G then devadved upon Caplam Cwitis AL the egmeng of the battde o
August Fth, belore Atlanta, Cartiz waz wounded and the ..\\111_“1:.:-“1_ o the
Firsg Battalion in Uhus aed subssgeent hattles was then oxvemized n Cagtan
Jewett. The companies of the Thud Battabion served with the Fust,

Both battalions fook part i the acthions with the encmy during the
manth ol May at Buggand's Koost, Kesaca and New Hope Chuncl, The
casvaliies of the regiment o these sngagemomy sgpienaied one ofioor -
Licutenant Forbes-and ten men Kiliot aod taenivasoven men svunded
Following the metrogtade movements o

Battalion owing G illness, and was sincvesdad by Captain Daod

the cnemy the PERIIENT DAL

pratesd almnosg -“L'l.sul'l.'l:}' i akiimishing with the mear guand of the Confeder-
ate army, and durmg the latier pavt of the month o June, in prepaning
appevaches 1o the cuemy & potitnon o hencsaw Modngam

The hoases of the vegiment an these shanmushes duning Teae s regatod
ane  officer—Captain Harkerand tve men Willed, and

Pt il men

"
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wounded. At the time of his death Captain Harker was in command of the
Third Brigade, Second Division, Fourth Army Corps, with the rank of
colonel of volunteers.

Companies C and D, Second Baualion, reached the command about the
last of the month and were attached to the First Battalion.

On the 3d of July the regiment joined in the pursuit of the enemy, par-
ticipating in skirmishes with the Confederate rear guard at Marietta and
Neil Dow Station, finally taking position in front of Atlanta on the 2oth,
The losses sustained by the regiment during the month aggregated five men
killed and one officer— Lieutenant Jackson—and twenty-five men wounded,

The regiment participated in the siege of Atlanta, and on the 7th day
of August joined with a part of the brigade to which it belonged in assault-
ing the enemy's entrenched position, meeting with partial success, a number
of prisoners being taken and the line of brigade advanced. On the 28th
and 29th the regiment was employed in destroying the * Montgomery and
Atlanta " and the “ Atlanta and West Point ™ railroads. The casualties of
the regiment during the month aggregated cighteen men killed, and one
officer—Captain Curtis—and one hundred and three men wounded.

On the 151 day of September the regiment marched to Jonesborough
and joined in a charge upon the enemy's works at that place on the after=
noon of the same day. On the 7th it returned to its former position in
front of Atlanta and late in the day entered the city, then in possession of
the Federal troops, and bivouacked at White Hall in the suburbs,

The campaign up to this time had been extremely laborious, and the
regiment, in common with all other troops in the Army of the Cumberland
and the Army of the Tennessee, had suffered severely [rom numerous priva-
tions and the incessant labor attending the ceaseless operations of the Fed-
eral forces. During a considerable portion of the time rain fell with unusueal
frequency and its dispiriting eflects upon both men and animals was often
quite noticeable, The wagon-roads over which supplies were obtained soon
became almost impassable, and sufficient food for the army was with diffi-
culty procured,

“It would only weary the reader’s patience,” says General Howard inan
article published in the Century Magasine, *“1o follow up the struggle step
by step from New Hope Church to the Chattahoochee. Still these were the
hardest times which the army experienced. It rained continuously for
seventeen days: the roads becoming as broad as the fields, were a series of
quagmires, and indeed it was difficult 1o bring enough supplies forward from
Kingston to.meet the needs of the army.”

Secarcely a day elapsed after the regiment lelt Graysville until the Con-
federate army abandoned Atlanta without some casualty occurring in its
ranks, resulting from the advance of the skirmish line or from contact with
the enemy in battle. Outpost duty was particularly severe and constantly
embraced a large portion of the command, Hasty entrenchments were in-
variably prepared whenever the regiment halted, and the men always slept
on their arms.

“No regiment was long in front of Johnston's army,” continues General
Howard, ** without having virtually as good a breastwork as an engineer |

.
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could plan. A ditch was sunk before the embankment and a strong log
revetment established behind it, and a heavy *top log * put in place to shelter
the heads of the men. [ have known a regiment to shelter itself completely
against musketry and artillery with axes and shovels in less than an hour
after it reached its ﬁon.”

On the 28th day of September, 1864, the regiment was directed to return
to Chattancoga, where it arrived by rail on the 2gth. On the following day
it established its camp near the summit of Lookout Mountain, where it re-
mained until the close of the war.

The losses of the regiment during September, were seven men killed and
twenty wounded.

During its entire field service the losses of the Fifteenth Infantry—
largely confined to the First Battalion—aggregated three officers killed,
fourteen wounded and five captured ; seventy-six men killed, three hundred
and seventy-five wounded, and one hundred and forty-five captured,

It participated with one or two battalions in nine great battles, as
follows, and in several minor affairs and skirmishes in which casualties
occurred :

Shileh, First Battalion, April 7, 1862, =

Stone’s River, First Battalion, December 31, 1862,

Chickamauga, First and Second Bautalions, September 19, 2oand 21, 1862,

Missionary Ridge, First and Second Battalions, November 25, 1863.

New Hope Church, First and Second Battalions and Companies A and
B Third Baualion, May 2, and June 5, 1864,

Kenesaw Mountain, First and Second Battalions, and Companies A and
B, Third Baualion, June 23 to 30, 1864,

Meil Dow Station, First and Second Battalions, and Companies A, B, C
and [, Third Bawalion, July 3 and 4, 1864,

Utoy Creek, First and Second Battalions, and Companies A, B, Cand D,
Third Battalion. August 7, 1864,

Jonesborough, First and Second Battalions, and Companies A, B, C and
D, Third Battalion, September 1, 1864,

In August, 1865, the Regular Brigade was broken upand the regiments
composing it were sent to various parts of the country. The First Battalion
Filteenth Infantry was sent 1o Fort Adams, Rhode [sland, in whole or in
part, and the Second and Third Battalions to Mobile, Alabama. In Decem-
ber two companies of the First Battalion were sent from Fort Adams to
Mobile, and in January and February, 1866, the other companies of the bat-
talion followed. The Second Battalion, under Major Dudley, went to
Vicksburg in January, and in March the regimental headquarters was trans-
ferred from Fort Adams to, Mobile, arriving at the latter place on the last
day of the month.”

The experience of the regiment while at Mobile was quite uneventful.
It was called upon for a while after its arrival to perform the duties of
watchmen and policemen in the city, but this ceased as soon as a local

government was organized. After this was fully accomplished its duties
were quite strictly confined to driils and guards and the other monotonous
routine labors of camp life in time of peace.

-
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On the 28th of July, 1866, the President approved an act of Congress
fizing the permanent establishment at forty-five regiments of infantry of ten
companies each. In carrying out the provisions of this act General Orders
gz, Adjutant-General's office, issued on the 23d day of November, 1866, an-
nounced the First Batalion as the Filteenth Inlantry ; the Second Battalion
as the Twenty-fourth, and the Third Battalion as the Thirty-third.

The field officers and the captains of the recrganized regiment as an-
nounced in this order were, Colonel Oliver L. Shepherd, Licutenant-Colonel
Julius Hayden, Major E. McKay Hudson, and Captains Keteltas, Yorke,
Curtis, Jeweit, Tracy, Fetterman, Potter and Semple. Captains Cummings
and Gillette were subsequently assigned to the regiment. Liestenant Cole-
man was made Adjutant, and Lieutenant Buffum Quartermaster.

In July, 1866, the headquarters of the regiment was removed to Macon,
Georgia, where it remained until September, when it was geain established
at Mobile. Owing to the prevalence of yellow fever.in the laiter eity in
the fall of 1867 the headquarters and five companies of the regiment then
constituting the garrison of Mobile, went into camp at Stark's Landing on
the “ eastern shore™ of Mobile Bay about the middle of September. In
December the headquarters and the companies serving with it broke up the
camp at Stark's Landing and returned to the city.

Early in February, 1868, the headquarters of the regiment was removed to
Montgomery, Alabama, and General Shepherd was placed in charge of the
Sub-District of Alabama. Licutenant Hartz was assigned to duty as Adju-
tant-General of the District. At this time Heilman'scompany (A}, Shorkley's
(B) and Coleman's (1) were stationed at Huntsville, Alabama ; Potter's (O},
and Jewett's (D) at Montgomery, Hedberg's (E), at Jacksonville, and Curtis’
(H), Stewart’s (F}, Brown's (G) and Gillette's (K), at Mobile. Some changes
alterwards occurred in the stations of the companies, but it is not possible 1o
follow these movements in this abbreviated history of the regiment,

Early in August, 1865, the regiment concentrated in Mobile, and on the
16th of the manth proceeded oy board the iron steamship Morgan lor New
Orleans, en roude for Texas. On reaching New Orleans the regiment was
divided into detachments and continued its journey in three river boats up
the Mississippi to the mouth of the Red River, and then up that stream to
Shreveport, from which place it was tranported by rail to Marshall, Texas.
Here a distribution of the companies was made for * reconstruction duty "
in the eastern portion of the State. Regimental headquarters and Potter's
company (C). and Jewett’s, (D), were sent to Nacogdoches; Heilman's, (A),
to Livingston ; Hedberg's, (E), to Palestine ; Stewart's. (F). to Huntsville ;
Curtis’, (H). 1o Jeflerson and Shorkley's, (B), Brown's (G), Coleman’s, (1),
and Gillette's, (K) remained at Marshall,

Early in the spring of 186¢ the question of the reduction of the army
came belore Congress, and for some time was a prominent subject of con-,
lidtratiq_.n. A clawse was finally attached to the army appropriation L1i||.1I
reducing the number ol infantry regiments totwenty-five. The bill as thus |
amended passed the House and subsequently the Senate, and on the 3d day
of March received the approval of 1the President, In carrying out the pro-
visions of the law an order was issued from the Adjutant-General's office, on
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the 11th day of March, directing the consolidation of infantry regiments, in-
cluding the Filteenth and Thirty-filth.

The Fiflteenth assembled at Austin, Texas, in the following June, and
alter a somewhat prolonged delay, due principally to fréquent heavy rains
and the consequent swollen condition of the Colorado River, got away finally
on the 16th day of July, en ronte for Fort Concho, Texas, at which paint the
reorganization of the regiment was to be effected by consolidation with the
Thirty-fifth,

The regiment reached Concho early on the following month and went
into camp on the Concho River, not far from the Fort, and immediately ad-
joining the camp of the Thirty-fifth, which had preceded it by a few days,
On the 12th day of August, the final order carrying into effect the consolida-
tion of the two regiments, was published and on the 18th formally executed,

The field and staff officers and the captains of the regimentas now consti-
tuted were: Colonel Oliver L. Shepherd, Lieutenant-Colonel August V.
Kautz, Major John 5. Mason, Captains Ellis, Jewett, Whittemore, McKibben,
Hedberg, Steelhammer, Shorkley, Brown, Coleman and Stewart. Licutenant
Sartle was continued as adjutant and Lieutenant Blair as quariermaster.

On the 19th day of August the regiment marched from Concho on its
way to New Mexico, following the old * Butterfield Trail * across the Great
Staked Plain. Two large tanks filled with water from the Concho River
were taken with the command, and a limited amount of water for drinking
purposes was served from them to the companies at intervals when needed.
The regiment reached the Pecos River at ** Horse Head Crossing " on the
evening of August 25th and on the following day crossed the river in small
detachments by means of a raflt improvised by lashing together the water
tanks, now empty. The impedimenta were taken from the wagons and
crossed by the same means.

Onthe 13th day of September the command reached the Rio Grande River
about three miles below Fort Quitman, and continuing its march up the
river arrived at Fort Selden, New Mexico, on the 27th day of the same
month. At this point the distribution of the companies of the regiment for
their posts in the District of New Mexico began.

The last day of the month found the regiment again on the road. The
headquarters and five companies continued on up the river and the other
companies separated for their several posts. Hedberg's company {or Fort
Cummings; Jewett's for Fort Bascom ; McKibben's for Fort Stanton and
Whittemore's and Steelhammer’s for Fort Bayard,

On reaching Fort Craig, the regimental headquarters and Shortley’s
and Coleman's companies took station at that place. The remaining com-
panies continued on for their stations which they reached about the middle
of October ; Brown'sand Str_wart'immpanies to Fort Wingate and Ellis’ 1o
Fort Garland, Colorado. i

The journey from Austin to Concho, across the Great Staked Plain, and
up the Rio Grande, was admirably well conducted. With the exception of
two or three long marches that involved much fatigue and discomfort, no
severe physical exertions were imposed upon the troops, or privations
endured unusual to ordinary marches of brief duration in effecting changes
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of station. The average distance marched by the companies [rom their
stations in Texas to their new stations in New Mexico approzimated filteen
hundred miles.

On the 15th of December, 1870, Colonel Shepherd was retired at hisown
request under the provisions of the act of July 15 of that year, and was
succeeded on the same day by Colonel Johna E. Smith, who in turn was [ol-
lowed by Colonel Gordon Granger on the zoth of July, 1870, Aflter about
five years service with the regiment, Colonel Granger died at Santa Fé, New
Mexico, and was succeeded by Colonel George A. Woodward, on the roth
day of January, 1876, Colonel Woodward never joined and was finally
retired on the zoth of March, 1879, Colonel George P. Buell followed and
glter a briel service with the regimept went to Tennessee on sick leave,
where he died in May, 18835, He was succeeded by Colonel ], N, G,
Whistler, who was retired in 1886,

Colonel R. E. A, Croiton, at present in command ol the regiment, was
promoted colonel on the' tgth day-of October. 14924, angd has served con-
tinuously with the regiment since Novémber 2oth.of thatyear. Heentered
the service as Captain of the :fuh infantry ir 861, was promoted Major
t4th Infantry in 1868, and Licutenant-Ciolongl.1 3th Infantry in 1879,

He was promoted major by brevet, [or gallantry in the battle of Shiloh,
and in the following year further distinguisbed by the brevet of lieutenant.
colonel for gallant conduct at Chickamauga and Missionary Ridge.

He commanded the First Battalion of the Sizteenth Infantry alter Major
Slemmer was wounded carly on the first dav of the battle of Stone's River,
and was subsequently recommended by General Rosecrans in his official
report of the baule for further promotion by brevet, in consideration of
gallant services rendered in that engagement.,

He also commanded the First Battalion of his regiment at Chickamauga
and Missionary Ridpe.

The regiment remained in New Mexico a little over twelve years. At
the end of that time the headquarters and six companies were sent to Fort
Lewis, Colorado, and three companies o Fort Lyons, Colorade, one com-
pany remaining at Santa Fé, New Mexico.

In October and November, 1882, the rn:gi.ml:nt was transferred to the
Department of Dakota, headquarters, and Brinkerhofl's company, (A):
Conrad’s, (CF; Stafford’s, (D) ; and Bean's (H), took station at Fort Ran-
dall; Shorkley's (B) and McKibben's (1) at Pembina; Steelhammer's (5],
and Hartz" (K} at Fort Lincoln ; Humphreys' (E), and Whittemore's (F) at
Fort Stevenson,

After serving in Dakota for about eight years, the regiment was directed
to proceed to the Department of the East. Four companies got away in
May, 1890, and proceeded to their new posts, Aand G (Burnham) to Mount
Vernon Barracks, Alabama, under command of Major Theaker ; D, to Fort
Barrancas, Florida, and K to Jackson Barracks, Louisiana,

In July, 18ga, companies [ and R were skeletonized under the provisions
of General Orders 76, Adjutant-General's office of that year, and the men
transferred to other companies. :

The regimental headguarters and the five companies remaining in the
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Department of Dakota were assigned lor station at Fort Sheridan,=lllinois,
in the same month, and in August companies E and H proceeded to their
new post under command of Captain McKibben, Lieutenant-Colonel
O’Bierne arrived at Sheridan and succeeded to the command of the post
on the zd day of October following.

Owing to the incomplete condition of the officers’ quarters and the bar-

‘tacks at Fort Sheridan, further movement of the regiment was suspended

until January, 1891, when the headquarters proceeded to its new station,
The companies in Dakota, and the companies serving in the South, fol-
lowed in May. % 2,

Lieutepant-Colonel Samuel sh jogtyon the 18th of March,
18g1, by promotion {rom the ThSy- thl@_]%
M. Bailey on the gth of Augul: g
Efghth Infantry. . !

On the evening of the 2guigfiy o p‘em'btr 86g, the regiment ap-
peared in line at_Fort Selden, NSygcplg; ghast Llime previous wo a
lpng nparanctn of' ita” compaines. ] lggFapain in 18gi, joining by
detachments from the Dakotas, Alaba3™¥%d Louisiana, and on the even-
ing of the 2gth day of May. dnce more vnitad in line, at Fort Sheridan.

“ The Colonel congratulates the regiment,” read the Adjutant in pub-
lishing the orders at the close of ‘L'h_é parade, * that after twenty-one years it
is again united. He is highly gratified at the soldierly appearance and good
behavior of the companies recently joining headquarters. This indicates
regimental pride and devotion to duty, which must produce good results.
The present Colone] has served with the Fifteenth Infantry both in.peace
and in war, and knows there i8 no more gallant corps in the service. He is
proud of his regiment and feels certain it will keep up, il not excel, its past
record.”




