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Camp on iitone “iver, Temn.
Feb. 16, 1863 05 /

Dear Fyenk:

I just received your long looked for kmt and much welcome letter bearing date
Pob. Oth and you may be sure I was glad to hear from you once more., It has been about
2 weeks sinos I had a letter from you although I have written every opportunity. You
must not delay writing and writs long letters. You ave getting stingy of paper or
1t£shudtorutohu\dzid:,hutmmtﬂ?mdmuhmrhthnu
no rews please mention all of our neighdbors for 4 have no way of hearing from
by letter. So try and £ill a sheet full if it is one of these little sheets.
't sakke any offense at what I say and go and write a letter so long that it will
to reed it, for that would be an awful punishment. sell enough of that.
' Hiram Castle is pretty the Reg.
243
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of hime limbe entirely. HMelvin Sparks is better. At present
haad I think and I rather guess he thinks %o much about that young
@2t over that when he gets home. The boys are all looking forward to Spring
think the war will be settled by that time, but I can bu
vihat 1t will close soon, for it don

1t oowsanoed, but of course it is, Tell Father I wrote
time ngo and will write again soon. I am going to give
down her in old Tenn., They, that is the sutler
par tushel aud onions are the same, DButter is

par pound snd you should see how the boys do twist and turm

an out of Money for s long time and they have borrowed and pegged
this State. These little sheets of paper that

¢ and everything in proportion. But all I
good deal of that. By selling my rations of ocoffee, which is more than I
use when I get ful) rationa. ¥illism and Ober Rioe folunteered to go ocut foraging

o Willim will send a letter with this to Martha and Oscrge. He commenced it last
but goi 80 slsepy that he quit and has not finished it yet, but will tonitg, vhen
geta back. You say that you are at Fathers visiting. I wish I oould be there with you
enjoy & scoial chat tut I will improve the time when « Vell I can think of
no mors at present. Give my love to Fatheor & Mother and Orandfather and the whole family
and kiss the 1ittls hoy for me. I must close for the present. Good bpe. This from your
affectionete husband,

Arza
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mm. Tenn.,
Pebruary 22, 1863 i

Dear Fpanik:

It 1s with pleasure I improve the fresent opportunity of answering your very seloome
letter that I received yesterdsy bearing the date Peb. 15th. It has been some time since
I got a letter fyve you until yesterday. I was vory glad to hear that you keep good
health which is one of the grestest blessings that we enjoy. You cannot imagine how well
please I was ic hear that Fnthers eyee are getting better. I want him to get so that he
oan see us Wuon wo come home and he must be more careful and not expose himself for if they
got worse sguin I am afraid that he will never get sell again. You just tell John that I
am as free firoa hosesickness as I ves vhen I eniisted and have the same oonfidence in
putting down the reballion, if they dun't all make assss of themselves at the North and
all get divided, but if I can judge anything of the fesling there by what I the
papers, they sre making gools of themselves btut I hope not, for it does mo
the Hebe than anything else. LEvery paper we get gives
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not encourage desertion or vhat is juast as ded
any duty, only Bospital duty, whioh by the way 1
s¥e in, And sucther thing, and that is

rn off howe sud forget to come back ve

my gotiing homsaick for I am se free from that as anyone in this compeny. There is a
prospect of our being paid off before long and I can't tell what %o do with it, fér I
don't want ¢z keep it with mo and I don't.like to send it by letter for fear of losing it
and there is no sxpress office her yet. ut perhaps there will be before long. I don't
want to keep anmy, only what I have lent. "I 4 months pay this time,
I got a ledtexr from Lute and I will send 1t to you sc you cen read it for yourself.
Well I mst 211 you something of the health of the boys. Hirsm C:atle is still at the

Reg. Hospital. He im rot 7uch better but I am mlhopn that he will get better scon, for
Af he don't, he will never eee howe, for he is homselck and run down pretty low with the
it was a vhile ago. Rance

i
dyeentery. I thirk the health of the Reg. is bettar than
Robinsou is going to get heme I think, I g
him and ordexred his papers to bo wade out right off and have him esnt home. If they don't
they will hawe his carvass {0 send for he is about as poor as eny person that I
ever sa¥ and b8 avound. fe has to gowith oan bardly go at that. Ve
reosived oxrders to move camp yesterday, but at
rain es hard ss it could pour down and the oxder was oountermanded and today being
Sunday it is sll qulet. I dom't think that we shall go a great way, only acyoss the river
%o a bettor gwound, There I3 no prospeot of our movirg forward but I can't tell anythinga
about 1t mysels, Felvin pasks is getting better. You seid you bope that we would not
got any moye had hebits, Yow to tell you the trudh, & private has no chanoe to leam
any bad habits, oculy swearing, but that 1a bad enough. And some of thsm improve the
opportunity tv an alaming extent but there is no chance to indulge in drunkeness for the
want of monay and there is no liquor here, only what the government furnishes and the
Offioese get the most of that, and some of them use it tv an alaming extent. Frank, I
want you to kesp what potatoes you have got until Spring for if I should come home I
would want tham 3¢ use snd they will de worth more in the Spring than they are now.

I wish I had them hers {or they would fetoch 84 per Bu. I h wve not saten one since we
left loulsvillie. Tou must write to Lute and tell him that I have answered his letter and
want hia to write often and keep up a correspondsnoce for we want him to let us know how
he gets along and tell Patiemos that I wrote the imst letter to her since she wrote to me,
I hope you end lmcinda will 1ivse together and let Mrs. Hoss go to pot. I suppose if
Unale Sam had & faw more of such soldiers that they would end the war in a few days. Well
I must close ror thic time, Give my love to all and I am much obliged for the likeness
that you sent. I supposs it fuvors itd parents in an alarmming degree. No more. Oood
bye. This fyrum your affeotionate husband

Arza

el



Rurfreesboro -
March Sth, 1863 5.

Dear Franks

Ihan/mtbombluudbymtdomw? ¥hy, 4 letters all at once, two from
you and one from Amsnda and one from Grandfather. One of yours was dated Jan., 25th and
the other ons Pab. 22nd. which by the way, is a long nice letter. You may be sure that I
had a good tiow of reading the news from home. I was pleased to hear that you were all
80 well at home. I have been sick for a mmber of days but am getting better fast. I
had a gemuine attack of the lung Fever tut thanks to a kind providence I think it is broken
now. The Doctor allowsd me to dooctor my own d water, all that I wanted,
a fov daye if I
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care of him, and he hes a nice bded-room with & good bed and fire-place in it.
t 80 poor that hir own folim ooculd hardly recognise him at present, but I hope
t well, for {t would bs a hard blow for his mother if he should die. ¥ell, Rance
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started for home yeaterday. He got his discharge and was not alow to leave, I sent 320
tc you by him zod ¥illlem sent $24 to Father, all in one package and you will get it and

use it to ths eat advantage, [ suppuse it will teke all of that %0 make you comfortable
in dress. You cen ge* what you thizk proper with it and I shall be satisfied. We did not
get as much as v szpecied, not two months pay. I got $20.65 20 you see that I did not

keep a great doal on hand, bui I have enough to last quite a while, if I am saving, and I
think I know Laow %o be., I an very sorry that Hirams boy was 80 soon. It looks bad,

t couree it is all right or i% would have lived to blasa
MoMerm has jont been io. He Ls not very well. He brought the news that our foroes had
been vhipped cut at Vidketurg with the loes of 20 thousand bu

would b8 a hard blow for va, I got a letter froa Petisnce the day after I was taken sick
and have lost it or I would send 1% to you. I was not able to take any sense of it, but
the folks wayre all well as vsual., Une wanted you to write and she insimuated that if
you did not ¢o so that she should rot wirite again very soon, You talk about the boy a
good deal. 4ell, T auppose be 18 & nios little fellow. Hor about his name. You can
call him anytiing Wt Arss end it will suit me. Harry 18 & pretiy name and it suits me
very well, espegielly as it le¢ the name of my Captl DRNut pevermind the name, bdut get

his likeness wnen it gote vexw enough and asend that to me so that I can see what he looks
like., There iz # chancs for & faw 0 go homs on & furlough and perhaps I might come but
it is for so whort o time thet it is hardly woriiwhile and the parting would be worse
than at fire®. So [ don't think much of it. When I ocome home I want to come to etay,
not to stay owern gt and leave in the morming., I would like a lump of wax on & chip, I
suproas your gucer ie 201 gone by this time. If 4t is, vhen you go to keeping house

you bad betier tuy ©0 lbs, at a time., Well I must stop for today. Hoping that God will
blesa and prowper you until my returmm. Give my love to all of our folks. I remain your
affaoctionnte Iuuadand,
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Murfyeeaboro, Temn, ;
Merch 14, 1863 bid

Dear Pranics

It is with pleasure * onoe more resums the pen to communiocate with you. I have
delayed writing longer than 1 should, if I had not wanted to get a letter from you, but
I have looked ‘n vain for one for a wosk and emcther thing, I wanted to hear from Willism
before writing, but I hewe not heard anything of thea since they left, yet, and I begin to
fesl somevhat anxious, tut there is no use of that fo t
I suppose. You may be suve it is lonesome here in camp, for thare is only the sick left.
There is ouly 5 left in cur Co. I am gotting betterz.
bodily health is conoervsd, but sm a little wesk yet, but
fow days. Hiram Castle is thought tc be a 1ittle better but not much, BHe
oritioal condiition yeot, tut I hope he will ge o
She rheumatisza, 8o thet he csn haxdly get
we had moving csap, Ve were ordered last Monday to strike
expeotad an attack snd we struck tente and onto
them (that is 3ll that was not able to walk) and we sat there waiting orders until dark
and 0o orders came, We went and madse our boeds where our tenta had been, for the night,
and 1% was predty oolld, hut ve are used to sleepi-g out of doors in the cold., DBut adout
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9 o'oclock it gommenced to rain and it rained awful hard, Vell we
oould until thsrw came son order for 40 go to Nashville, all
exzmined Wy the Dr. and he thought I oould go, for we were going on
all started and I vent about + a mile and the Dr. saw that I was sbout done over and he
told me t0 gu bacdk and I toid bim I wished he

a

had
thousht he would ¢ry ms. Well, I got & ride beck in I
done over whan I zot back, Ve wers allowed to pitch a %ent and we Just
back they all case thet etartsd for Nashville. They got part way to town and they were
ordered heoi:, for they hed no trensportation for them., Day befo
us to clean ur and pitea all she fents, for the Rag. was ooming
anything of them yel. o we are just a3 we were before the Reg
be until they some in, There war one of our coupmy Oosme _
that was st toe Hospitnl apd he saw Tip before he started and he sald he was pretty
wall and he thouont ho wauld bhe up to the Heg. before long. I hope eo, for I want to
see binm agels. Vell, I cen think of po more nowe at pressnt to write. I suppose Rance
Robinson ia =¥ lhome twlods now and snjoying himself. Flease write whether he has got
there ¢ not, iz vour next, T would liks to be there lomg enough to get some wax on a
chip and then come bHedk, but you mist eet snough for me, and youreelf too. I was hopes I
should be thare in susardivg, but [ shan't thie spring. But if they bring out those
sonsoripts in foukie quicy, they mey put an end t0 the mex war this summer. I suppose
that thet lsy msbas sooo of the men trswmble back there, don't it. Well it is no worse
for thes and {t wil. ske it sesier for all, to have a large foroe in the field., That
lew Just suile We soldiers, 1 they will only fill the ranks of the old Regimente and
not get up rnow ooes. An 0ld Ree. is worth 2 new ones and a man to go into an 0ld Rag.
will lsarm quickey than Lf hs went into a new one. Well, I must bring this to a close for
this time, Flige {vo uy love to all and to Pathers folks, especially, and keesp a good X
share for pousesl? and cive little Harry a good aqueese for me. I will pay you when 1
oome homs by suecein 7. Writs soon and mention everybody that I know and tell me
how they are gettine slong., Yo more this time, so good hye. This from yowr afft. husband

Apma
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Murfreeaboro, Tenn. _ .
March 20, 1863 D 7

b o

Dear Pyrank:

I just received & letter froam you and as I had a 1ittle leisure for the lst time
for a week I thou ht I would answer thio immedistely. You have got the start of m
one letter g2 [ will have to write and answer 2 at onoce. The reason that I did not
vrite Lmmediately was that I had juat wrote that day and put it into the mail box and
I thought I would wait 2 or 3 days and ever since that we have been doing some 80
that 4 could not write until now. I am very sorry to hear that you have such a bad ocold
but you must toke good care of yourself and get well so as to take good care of the baly,
of he has the whooping oough. ywut [ am in hopes that he will not have it while he
young, I am wery ;lad to hsar that My, & Mrs., REoss have gotten back to Crockery once
more, but I an very soryy to hear that his foot still troubles him soc bad. Wwell, I will
tell ydu about our health, If you odbuld have sesn the dinnsr that we eat you would think
we wuld all s sick. Ve bought some {lour and made a mess of bisouite and had biscuit
and butter ani fyesh beef, but they would hardly come up to some of them that you used
to make. I would glve some money for them now, but [ oan eat hard tack and Bacon until
this 1ittle fuse ia over and then won't I enjoy the 1ittie home. I don you
think that I am homeaiock, if I write arything atout homs, for I am not any more so
any other boy in thin 1ittle nrmy. They all want to get home and so do I, but no
enough to worrey about 1t. If the consoript the Bomeaript law fetohes them out and
our Reg. up [ would like to drxill sowe of them right da smart, but I am afraid that the
Premident wo 't csll them out. ¥e moved cemp day before yesterday and have come almost
tato town, s are bt ¥ mile from Murfressboro and we have taken in our Pickets a good
deal, s0 the? ws dor’t have to do 0 such Pioketing. ™o troops are all drawn into a
ssaller compcss. L owmot give the reason for it but I suppose old Rosy could if he choee
to maike ¥now bis plans, MWt he don’t publish his plans before he executes them. You
miet take guod anre of little Haxsgy. If he has the whooping oough you had bstter get
some molasses an’ glve him all you can get him to teke., MNilk & molasses are very looceening.
Sximpoptwasg kst L wwow you will do the best you oan, Woll I tell you the bdoys
exre heving & good time. Helvin “pauls and ono of the Dutch boys have just got each of them
a8 box of good things such sz Buitar and oske and éried firuit and I suppose that they will
live for nubile., L would 2ike a “ox but 1t costs a good deal and 1f we should have to
march I should have to lseve 1%, for I oould 2ot cexrry it with s, I went cut and
belpsd to bring Hirw C.etle in yesterday when we took our picketa in, It left him
ocutaide and ve wore nfenid that the Nebs would cume and take him and the murse so we went
after him, ‘e fo beiter, or ecema to be, today. I was &fraid his rids would hurt him
pat I goess L1 e 4 Bink 4 he gets able to ride be will ba discharged and be sent
homs. Mhess won one soor Psllov got sn hoporable discharge a few houwrs ago. I want to
have you Wil »o sherm Honr ¥opwe i, I have not heard from hiz in a long time. You
mast write to Lute oftep. I have got perfectly well and in good spirits, VYhile I am
giok I want 1o bo at hone, Mt I can stand 1t pretiy well when I am well, I sent you 82%
by exprees sl 17 you pet 15 I went you to keep what you don't use, eo0 that vhen I ocome
home I can have sowe to use. Tou had better taks good care of it and keep it with you
all the time, I gem® B30 Ly Hanos, tell I msust stop for this time. Give my love to
all and tall 7 her L will write scon. The weather is as warm as May and peach trees
are all in bloos is pore % preassnt, 80 good bye for thie time and God bleas ycu.
This from youp o'fecticnsts husband
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Camp Shafer, Murfreesboro, Tenn.
Narch 23, 1863 ;g

Dear Freni:

with pleasure and you have gratified
this time, although I have no fault to
that you are well but em afraid that little Harry will have the whooping ocough, btut
hope not. You say that Father ocalls

for every man that deserts leaves more for us to do, I hope that thay will catch every
one that is mean enocugh t0 run avay, and put him into the regular servios for 5 yeare.
I have mo sympathy with s man that will desert. You wanted to know whether I wanted
likeness with the babys or not. Of course I want it. I wish you oould have been

. There was a grand review by Gen. Bosscrans himeelf. You have idea

i untill you have seen one. Jutinmd&vidmhmh

in four ranks, and the artillery is a grea . Re
They attacked our rickets and kept up a pretty buisk fire for several hours.
1o ordered out in line of ba
one poor fellow brought 4n,
vourxed or killed. 7You spoks about selling sowme of the cows, I would like
sold, £f cattle are high. All but the ateers and one ir
fair price, I want to have Father keep them until I get home, but I
ones team and one cow if I should get hcme now. Now
f %0 scve money any moxe than if 1 Iw in
$2° more by eipress and I am in hopoe you will get that and I shall keep
s2 Uncle Sgm lets me have money. Now about that freak of mature, I
tend thet I aa & nice young men, 50 ne lell I
of Pether's folks and Rosses, also.f I almost envy Rose his happiness,
» ig bettor timen ooming. Good Bye from your affectionate ol man.
oy gray-beoks off his ashirt and writing between times.

T
mgg

-
g
:

!
:

H
3
BE
§
;
:
B
3
E

4 E
.155
g8

i
2

I

E
g

EESEEgER]
szigﬁﬁ;sg
ggggi B
.g%géi
it

.
E
v

thought I had filled this sheet but come to fold it, I find it is not, and
and £111 1t with some nonsense, You sent a presoription for Hirem Castle.

dysentery is sbout stopped and all he needs is strength and if ho had something
nourishing, but that is almoat cut of the question. He will be at home as soon as he is
able to ride. TYou are of the same opinion of myself about my ooming home on a furlough.
I don't want %0 come without I can stay for I knov that the firet parting would be nothing
to what Lt would de %0 leave the second time, for I s afraid you would tesse me to stay.
But if I ever do oone home on leave I will come back, if I should live, I hear from Tip
every little while and I hear that he is well. Melvin Sparks is pretty hard up. He has
t the Rheumatlisu and he is awful poor. The t of the boys exoept Joel Bond are well,
has got a good deal {o fever, I want you to tell me who is slected in town this Spring.
I have aoms interes® .n thot townm yet., You need not fret about Eber running away. It is
not very eaay %o get away from here., I believe he would stand in another battle. Write
the prioes of piwvisions, It is awful high here and they say that there is a good many
that are actuelly in xt a suffering oondition. Well, it is bedtime and I will bid you
good night. I will dresaa of you and home.
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On picket near “alem, Tenn. |
March 28, 1867 /2

K

Dear Fyanks

It 1@ v’ th pleaeure that I take the present opportunity of adressing a few lines to
let you know how we are getting along. We are on Ploket and will be for 2 days yet. Ve
have teen on ® days already but the weather is warm and pleasant and the woods begin to
look quite gresn, but we had & hard rein last night. I don't know the object of this
picketing hexs, but I suppose that it is to give ths foroes in town good notice of the
approach of e onemy. They have falled to appsar along our lines. I have been dooking
for o letter 2 or 7 doys btut have falled to get §t. I begin to feel somewhat uneasy

about that mocwy I expressad, tut that will not do any good, but I hope that you will get
" 4t for I hewe to work oo hand %0 loss the money. We have been told that we were to be
paid two months more bul that ls doubtiul, but if we do I shall send it all bome for it
is more sufe thoro than it i with me. Jome of the bayw have lost their money already.
I have not senn Hiras eince I ocnme out on picket but the day
1ittie bettar, Ha thought, Wt he is wory low. If he gets well enough to xtmite ride
be ie going %o be mant home either on a furlough or adischarge. I don't believe that
he will ewsx ba abls to do duty sgein while he stayu hers. William and the rest of the
boye that you ars aoquainted with are all well, You muet
shoet Mt I Leve oo chanoe ¢f getting any more
I want to mee soms of them consoripts coming out here for I should like
theas how to =oldier. We wan? % heve our Reg. filled up to about 800 or 1000
von't have 0 much Gty to do, William and I wrote you a l
and Wllias wenad to have you smd us sowe dried fruit by the
convemient, it (f nol, Wy vou ceed not troudie about it. If
sand somo Forms Radish for ot wil) be firet mais cn meat and
hers. I surrose that you have gll *he sugar that you can eat by this time,
warm and the moans arnd frwes look quite greem. It rained last night awful hard. There
weas & few wot idsa here, but o soldicr gets used to that so that it does not troudle
him & groat desl. Vell, Y wwst bid you good bys for this tiae., Write often
40 the saw@. Olv= ®- love iy all aud kiss 1it%ls Heywy for we. Ko more for
This from your affectionats lvirbend,
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mmm. Temnm,
April 2, 1867 4)5’

Dear Fyenk:

I receivsd your kind letter day before yssterdayfd dated 23rd but neglected to answer
it until today on acoount of having writtsen cns while on picket. You meed not worry about
me sleeping on the ground for it doee not have any effect at all on me. I can lie right
down on the ground if it rains sver sc hard, and not take ocold. I have waked in the morning
and found myself right in the water. If anyone had told me that I could stand such hard-
ships when I was at home, I would not have believed it. I am sorry to hear that little
Harry has got tie whooping cough but I am in hopes that he will be spared to us. You
vanted to know what Drigade wewere in. Ve are in Sheridans Division (the 3rd) and
1lst EBrigade, clmwanded by Col. Shemman of Illirois, and to the 20th /rmy Corps which is
oconmanded Yy ¥ai. Gen. McCook. Cen. (heridan is a perfect tiger. He is a fighting man
evexy inch. Tewrs is not much fighting right here, but theRedbs skirmished a little to
bother us, tut nothin: sericun. I will try and tell you how
think in getting better and probably will go home bafore long. Melvin Sparks is pretty
haxd up. He is swful poor. I don't know tha
pulling him right down. Our bsst and largest heslti Peet men are the firet to give out.
Joel Bond is asiock tut iz getting betier. I begin to feel somewhat anxious about the money

letter. There ins tzlk that we are 0 be paid off again soon

If they do, I ahnll send you shout 825 move. If we are paid in time to send it by Hirem
Castle I shall do so.  Kow for a 1ittls business.
for Mr. Tsylor %o par you money and if he is doing businees for Lucinda and

pay him the mousy and shs had juet as lief turs 1t on what I owe her, I will give her
an order on him. “lsasd let ne kuow in your naxt what the proepect is amd be
much obliged., I ‘ust as lief have that my debhs as anything else and I i
oome hard for him to let you have monay. is a yusor here thnt the ol
ocoming heye. I should like to ses some of them. You

there this seuson. You 414 pot tell what vessel they were going on. I sup cee that will
exsmpt them fiom cosnorips. I heer from “ile

I don't see Wy he don’t coms to the Rege It would make
me, for thewe im unly ome morz Corporal in the Co, hesides me that

Af he would ocoma L€ would make a great difference. There is not a Sgt.
but Hivem emd he is aick, ‘ur Co. has rum dowm lately. We have 4 men
their speech and are well other ways., I hope the Capt. will come dack soon.
I want you o get somobody to set odt them fruit trees jJust as soom as the ground is fit
and have thex set out on the dry knoll in the back of the

¥ day % d0 4%t. You spoke sbout selling eome of the cattle. I don't care anything in
particular sbout sellimg thew if 1 can have them as good as I left

are high and Father had as 1ie? let them go, I don't care, I don't want
myeself Af I mhcuid come horme this summer. I shan't keep cnlio'ﬂn steers and 1 or 2
ocows, Tou @an do es you sae £it sbout keeping the calves. I liked 1
becsuse you mxitioned svaryone almoat.fhat is what I want, ia to

the neighborhecd, Well I muet close for this time. Give my love to all. Everyone
our arole ¢f royuaintenos, No more at present, so pood bye, fromw you affect
husband,
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Murfreeaboro, Temm.
April 12, 1863 ¢/

Deer Frank:

JTaste day I wes on picket and the maill came out.there and to my J

feel somewhnt snxious to hear while the babe is sick. I was

t was lost but I ses by the letter that you got it and I am glad for $23 don't grow
be

-t

bush, I =a glad to heoar that Father's eyes are so well.
tter if he can do as such =a to move luoinda, but he must
again. I sm glad to hesr that you have got another letter froml from Lut. I
t given up of ever hearing from him again., He has never answered the
vrote to hin wrdrietimvenmftan But you must not neglect to write to him and
oftsn, You have more ti‘me than I do I think, although I don't know but I have
time, but we are pretiy busy. We have to drill from 9 until 11 o'clock and 2
we heve our own wasning and guns to keep oclean. You spoks about me writing
ifere | have got. There is J heifers that are 3 years old this Spring that
to keep for the we of them, besides the old cow he was
4 oo on my hoy snd the reat on kis own send consequently I should not feel
taking them from hin in the Spring without paying him, but if you should have a
chance % sall any of them and get the money or some improvements on
lief endorse thelir ieeping om his note, I would dbe perfectly willing
when £ lsft thers tuat I could neither ssll nor let them at that tiue.
to have %20 for any of them at this time of the year., I suppoee
whar: 1 Jeft. I think that if you don't raise the old ocows
send b souecone apd buy a little pig and reise it. The milk from one covw is
are
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if Fatheyr has g0t any. You had better get one of him that ias
reed. Don't gat one of anybedy but a good cas, if you hawe to pay double., The
of the cowe, all but the ¢ld ons, don't onet me anything and 1 had about as soon
a8 2 s rote, for it s a risky time at present. We are expecting to be
a fov days now. Dan & Charley & Hank have been over here all day, It is
there ‘s not muod %o do cv Jundays unlees we are on picket. The boys was
yoste-day snd =8 Dan used %0 say, they are going to live agsin. There is lots of
that beep all of thelr rorey and spend it for things to live on. I will give you
something of eon 1dss of what it coets to buy things here., FPotatoes are $6 per bu.
as the sutler cslle thom, That is 10¢ per pound, and apples are 3 for a quarter or §1
per dosen, and butter can't be had at any prios. Dried apples are 25¢ per pound, eggs
are £0¢ per dosen and mllk, what 11ttle can be had, is 25¢ per qt, and buttermilk is
20¢ pexr qt. The bove buy little cang of frult put up like Bmioes peaches and they have
to pay 81 for & can that will held a pint. These sutiers take the money faster than any
two merchants in Fichigsn. [ have just got a paper from New York. It costs 63¢ where it
i sent to a uldior and X subscribed and 1t has come, It is the N, T, Times. So there
is po use of sending paperse Lsys for they are not very apt to oome until they are old.
There has bsen cuits ; stir eaongst the offiocers. Uyr Lt. Smith has been promoted. Oh
Tip Funter h's got to the Reg. and is pretty well. Well, I will heve to bring this to a
close by bidding ymu good bye and God bless you. Give my love to all of father's folks
and all our frisnds, o good bye, from your affectionate husband,
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Murfreeaboro, Temm.
April 17, 1863

N
v

Dear Fyani

i
:
i
i
:

It i» with pleasurs I eit %o answer your of the 8th, It
got a letter and I had beoome very anxicus to bhear from you.
but I as glaé to hear tha® you are well and that the babe is
deal of anxiety for him, ut I know he is in
help you take care of him, It seems t siios Charley
furnished the town with scmething exciting. I don't lmow
pound ons, but I hapdly think it is., I think they will
be s0 aggeeable as pounding an old wan. You heve not
or not. If abe has ! suppose you are some lonesome but you
don't thinkk that it will bLe any better for her to live
stated that there was a baitle supected here everyday but we
thiok they will attsck ua. I€ thsy do, they will meet with
a fev men and some big guns planted in the forts around this
held this pisce and ho (s the man that can 4o it, if anyone
our division Commander having & sword presented to him. It
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I ever saw. 7The aword is a pretty blade and then there is a stesl scad | a gold
soabbard thet belong to it. The gold one is the prettisst thing I ever saw., ‘here is a
diamond set Into the hilt of the sword that cvet $200 and then the initials of his name
are ¢ with dismemda anl then the hilt is lsather, all covered with gold and the sash
W $ w0 much as 4 or 5 huadred dollars. Then there was a set of Silver and Gold
dishes ted with it, one wines pitcher ocost $200 and then there was a service that
was solid silver laid vith Uold and he had a ssddle and bridle and spurs. The saddle
was ‘uat as nice if not nicer then Cen. Roseorans. The spurs are of solid Gold and quite
heavy. The »ings iam the bits are Gold. ‘&;QPMO cost I have heard was $3000 and was
pressated by the Officers of the division, “robably you will see en acoount of it in

the papers. Ku ia a good Cenerel and a perfeot tiger tov fight. He went as Colonel of the
2nd Mich, Cswalry apd now he is a Bajor Gemeral. [His name i1s Phillip H, Sheridan, The
Officars all went over to his headguarters the day that it was presented and some of thea
got beeatly drunk, Thers are a grest many men that are ruining themselves by drinicing
here, The privates can't get much but the offiocers oan, and there is too much drank for
the m‘gd of thw ceuse. Well, I will have tc oloee, are
The weather is very varm days, btut nights are ocool. wood
=y love to =\l of our folks. The health of the Reg. good,
Heg started 4sy befors yestordsy. This from your ol .
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Kurfreesborv, Temn. J 5)
April 20, 1863 '

D.arﬁ-anks.

I just received ancther selcome letter from you and I thought although I had
written only 3 daye ngo that I would smswer it immediately, for there ia no drill today.
He just came in from Picket and we never drill the day after we come
be paid this afterncon I think, Ve ware on Ploket rigzht close by the old dattlefiel
and the stench iz awful. ‘here is horees without number and men that have been over the
ground say that theve lo Reba there that are not buried yet and some that are buried are

t put in dsep enough to prewent them from smelling, I am aorry to hear that 1ittle
bhas such a hard time of it but I should think that he stood it pretty well if the
hand that you sent s & pattern of hia. I hops that Wheeler will not be sick long for
I don®t know what Frther wiil do without him. You state that Ross has gone but you did not
say whethsr he had gone to join his Reg. or to <ashington. I am tha
has loet that land., It is too bad. I don't bell that they oan
I don't know srythin- asbout the circumstances. You wrote to know what
the steere. I don't want them s0ld yet, for if I do get home before Winter I would
rather keep them and they will grow all Summer snd I don't think that oa
to be any lousr for sometiie t coms. You wanted to kmow how much I owed lucinda.
think 1¢ 1a about §50 and I have written to have you pay her $20 or 825, and I want
father %0 pay the rmat of it. The note that I hold against him is due
that is againet me, I prodbably shall esnd you about §20 more this pay day. 1
would write what the prospect is of Mr. Taylor's paying you anything. I thought that he
would bs right upto his word and I think he will pay it yet sometime. You have not
written what the result of the slection was yet and I rather feel some interest in
mattere, Fyapl, I want to have that piece of giround seeded down and perhape Father can
get the seed of Mr, Tiylor. If he can, bave him @0 4t, I hope that Father will be
to put that ground into crope for it will help us a great deal, Well, I
mach to write today and so I wil walt awhile and perhaps sooething new will turn up

that I can {111 this.
!W 301!11!16. Ap.lil 2lset.

Wall, I thought I would txy and close up this letter this morning. We were paid
yesterday and I will enclose £5 to you and I will try and go to the express Office today
and send you some more, KWillim Is not going to send any right off. I would not let
overycne kncw how such money I had in my hands for you sust recollect that you are alone,

I suppose that that money that we lent to Prank Caerpenter is due, but I gueas you had
batter leot him koep it o ysar., I suppose there is no such thing as hiring a man this sesson.
If § could, for & reasonatle rate, I would get some logging and choppin done, but I hear
that wages ave high and balp soarce. Well I can't think of much this morning. ¥illiam

is writing a letder to Cecrge & Martha and is going to ; by this letter.

Prank Garrison has recovered his voioe again. I have not sesn Dpn and the other boys

for some time but the last time I did, they were awful homesick. Seph Brown is playing
off, I think, for a discharge., Tip is well and so are the reet of the lLoye. Give my love
to all our frisnde and lLake good care of yourself and little Harry. No morc this time

so good bypo. IThis from your affectionate husband,

;‘-.rm
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Murfreesboro, Temn. ” ;
Y
April 26, 1863

Dear Frank:

¢
would not let o favouble an opportunity slip by without improving it.
there is no news of any importance, it was rumored las =
and Termessss troops are all ocoging into our lines. I
hope it is so, but there is aiways all kinds of csap rumors with no sort of
oundation. I 12 was so, I ghould think that the ¢
out and I hope it 42, dut wo wust wait and see
well and in good spirits, I am well exoept & alight oold
and the warw weather is favorble for colds., I thimk by what we hear that it
eickly thers “han &t tnie ploce, [ ae afraid the next letter tha
pews but I hope no%. Sils got a latter sinoe
was no botter; but I am in hopes that he will
eadly missed. It will put Father back a good deal if ‘heeler is sick
minstay at preesnt in the femily. I hope our little boy will not got the Diptheria
for it is a vory dangerous diseass. It seems as though they had all the diseases tha
buman family was heir to in tha® towm. wIo ter a
enclosed 810 to you and I shall enclose
it. I thought that it was about as safe to send a litile at me
they will not {rsuve from this place. I hawe not
tut I guesn thay are well. “hey sre homesiok, boiled down and Seph is drwadful
he don't ahow it in his face. I think he would like %0 take his dis
offer it tc him. This 1s & poor pilsoe for boye that are any way childish. Ve are ordered
to be ready for DNirvine ervioe st 4 o'clock. Ve have not had & (haplain in our Reg. for
5 monthe., I would like to Ls there to go to meeing with you and I hope 1% will not be
long before wa will he there. I must not writeso, for I will hear again that I am
homesick, bu:i I fesl lonssome Sundays unless I get a letter from you , but I shall
by tomorrow if it L& not delaysd. T have written to Iyte again and I nope he will
answer that cao., Whers did ha say he was the last he wrote to you? Now I wish to
you samsthing you auat be very cureful about your money and keep 1
are people in the world meoas ancugh %t rob you of every cent. You need not tell them
that I have sent you any of ths lsat. You had better get some of Futher's folks to stay
with you nights, for it is adlose by and will be dut 1little trouble. I want you to use
what money you want for your ocoufort, and keep the rest until I come. I don't want you
%o lend any sore btub I guots ws hed detter let Prank keap what he has got for a year
because you won'! nsed it and I think the security is good. Please let me xnow how much
your nots is sqminet his and what amotmit you have on hand, in kour next. Well, I must
close. OCive uwy love % Feolner & Mother and Crandfather end all the children, please.
And ksep what you lhink you can besar for yourself, and the 1ittle cone. Write often and
all the news. Yo more at pressat, Good bye for this once. From your affecticnats
huaband, Arsa
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Murfreesboro, Tenn. L/J
March 23, 1863

Dear ‘ister Frank:

Arter 8o long a delay I will write you a few lines.
writing before, if I have any reason, is becsuse Arga wri
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of his letters are writien to you. Bat I must write onoe th very
well at presont. !liram Cagtle does not change much either way. I think it is rather a
doubtful case with him to get well, Joel Bond was takven sick last night. He is quite
sick. There ie no use of our trying to tsll what ails him, for the Dr. does not tell
what eils enyone here. The Jr. ssys that Hirem Castle shall have hie discharge just as
soon a8 be is able to write. The Hgbe think we are gone from here mo they are piciking
awey nt our plckets every little while., They pitched om our pickets Saturday and they
hung on for about % hours., They bogan to fire pretty sharp and we had to go out to the
fyont but thay left before we ot cut to where they were. If they think we are all gone
and pitoh omto us, they will be mistaken. They will #$nd the ohildren and old folks are
at home 1if the boys are all gons., I hesard they had orderd RHosy to surrender the temm,
tut before he surrenders it will cost the Rebs one man for every dollars worth that they
got. Well Frank I'1l tell you what it is. I had rather they would fight us here
zather than to be cobliped to follew them off and fight them on their own grounds. But
I'11 tell you, I had r:thor not fight them fellowe at all, for they are so careless
with gurs, Tor they will soomtines aim them right at a fellow. We had a Ceneral Review
today. I junt wish you could have seen it. It was splendid. Old Roay rode along and
every greem looking officer he see, he would stop end taulk to them., He wanted us

to live and work. We can learn

g

vhen the new conscrips get here, to learm the
then the work part but the liwe we don't lsarmn. I expect soon to see Charley & Hiram
soms of the others (own bere bsofre long. We need them all. While we wue cut on
t soout, we did not have « fight as you heard. That is,our Pivision d4id not, but
was another Divie'on had a little brush with them bvefore we got to hem and they
od and wounded and took 1%1% men fron us, The 19th Mich. was moet all taken. You
you heerd we ilost coo man, but there is quite a difference between one and 1313 I think,
Ppank, I will hove to beg s little from howe, I'11 tell you what Apza and I want
the rest of the folke to send us when Capt. Albes comes, if he will{ #ee to it,
t is a 1ittle dried Fruit or berries of any desoription. If you have anything
and another thing is if we had some Horee Radish grated up, and put in a
other thing end put a little vinegar on 1¢. It would be 80 nice to ect on ocur
¢, but do fwy no! try to send shything unless someone is ocoming right here. I got
pound of peach pealings and drisd frult today. They waa cheap for this place, they
only cost a quarter of & doilar. We cannot get them very often. %ell Frank, I have got
to stop writing for this time, for 1t is bed time. Kims the 1little boy for me. Poor
Jane Jormipgn, what luck.. Well I will close my letter for this time. My love to
you and all enguirirg friends, from your brother,
¥m. H. Bartholomew
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Harch 24th

We are all about the same old sizpence, $his morning.firam is about the ssme. Tell
Jobhns folks to write to nim often, for it makes him feel 0 much better when he gets a
letter. I heve not gotl oue for 5 weeks. Frank, you must not worry sbout ‘rza so much
for it will sales geice you elck Af you do. The pesach trees are all in blossom. It is
very nios weather rnow. I suppose you have had ware sugar to eat before now. I wish you
vould eat some for me, :



tlurpheeshorousth, Tenn,

Jan. 5, 1863

Dear Frank:

It is with heartfelt thankfullness that I take time to drop a line once more to lot
you kmow that I have been spared to write you another letter. I have been through one of
awvefullest scenes th+t can be imagined. We met the enemy in a genewal engapement last
Wednesday. I will not try to tell you anything about how long we fought but we were under
fire about 5 days. Cne day was skirmishing and one day we were in it from daylight until
dark and when we came off at night we had of our Regiment 85 men, hut muxm a good many of
them run away end did hot come back for 3 or 4 days and some have not come. William and
myself came off without a scratch but I can't see how it was, for I never heard such a
perfect crash of balls. Thoy were as thick as hail and the shot and shell cut the trees
down like grass. It is a eight that I hope to be spared from ever witnessing egain, Ve
lost our Captain about 10 o'clock in the morning. Hw was wounded in the arm &nd it came
out his shoulder, and I am afraid he is a prisoner. We don't know where he was taken.

One of the boys helped hirm into an ambulance and that was the last we have heard of Mim.
You will probably get the details of the bLattle before you get this from me. I tell you
we were pretty well whipped in the foremoon, but in the afternoon we drove them a 1ittle,
but it was one of the hardest battles of this war. There were some that you were
aoquainted with that were killed that I can think of. Charley Dickinson is missing but

I don't know whether he was killed or wounded. The Pebels drove us in all the time until
noon so that all that we left the Rebels got. Yesterday the Secesh left the River but where
they have gone is more than I know. I have no doubt they will turn up again in somo new
place. I can tel you they can fight awfully. We have nothing to brag of in this battle.
I think they killed more of us than we did of them. Some men of our company and priconers
have gone just now to bury the dead. We did not get pspex pasitien possession of the
field until yesterday mo we had no occasion of taking them off until today. Williem
behaved first rate in the fight, at least as well as any. The regiment were ordered to
retreat in the morning. The first fire we got they were right on our right before we
know it and they drove the whole brigade and kefexw of course we were obliged to fall back,
and we did fall back to a fence and behind hera their right. Well we had to leave that
place and they got us into a swamp and fired in from front and rear end piled our men in
there in heaps. Sile and Lew was left in Loulsville in the hospital and High Castle

was full of fight and came off without being hurt ezcept in the boot leg. I got a

ball through my blanket but it did not hurt me any. You must excuse for writing on

such paper but it is all I have for we have left our knapsacks behind and all that wore
in. them and they have not come up yet. No more at present, tut do you write often.

Your affectionate husband
Arza



Dear Frank:

It is with pleoasure that I take the present opportunity of writing you a few lines
once more after a few days delay, hut I think you will excuse mo for it has been rather
exciting times for the last 2 weeks. I wrote you a few lines last Sunday or Monday, I
forget which, juat to let you know that we were alive. I could not write much for the
want of paper, but I thoughtk it would be welcome, We left Nashville 2 weeks last Fiiday
for Murfreesboro and we cam¢ up to the ememie's pickets about noon and had some
skimishing all that day until we came to Nashville whore we had a pretty sharp little
fight, but they kept up a running fight untll Saturdey night when they left us to rest
Ever Sunday, which we improved to the best advantage, drying our clothes, for it rained
all day S:-turday and Saturday night and we had not tonts at all. It is strange to see how
the men can stand it to sleep on the ground with only a blanket over them and it raining
as hard as it can pour down. I have lain down on the ground and it was dry and when 1
got up in the moming t-ere would be a pool of water where I lay, but I never was so
free from a cold at this time of the year as at pregent, and all of the boys are the game.
He have been furnished with tents since the lattle was over, and so we are right at home
again. The weather is quite warm at present, with some rain. V¥ell, I will try and tell
you something of the little fuss we had out here. Ve left our camp where we stayed over

Sunday, anwly an Monday morning for the acene of action. but we failed to discover anything
that dey. The next day we had not fairly got underway before we heard the skirmishers

firing away pretty smartly, and Co. G was deployed to the right as flankers, until it
became too hot and then we were formed in line of battle, in the edge of the wood where

we supported a battery that send a few sholls over fmk to the enemy to feel of him, but
he did not see fit to respond with artillery. /At last we advanced about half a mile and

2 Regiments of our Brigade werc advance about 10 rods ashead of us and opened fire on the
enermy, when we were ordered to lie flat on our faces, which by the way, was quite pleaa..nt,
for we lay in a cotton field and the mud ankle deep end the weather quite cold. So you
can see that we did not have a very warm time of it that day (Tuesday). But on Vednesday
we just had time to swallow a little breakfast when the Reobels opened the Ball in good -
earnest about a half mile to our right and tock a Bettery and drove our men right back and
the first we knew, the Regiment that we supported gave away and run right through our ranks
and broke us all to pieces. When we got formed again and gave them one volley, they had
us almost surrounded so that we were ordered to fall back and then the way that they poured
lead into the 2lst was beautiful to behold, at least in their eyes. VWell, we fell back
about 20 rods to a fence and every man went in on kis own account and fired to the best
advantage, but at last the order came to fall back again, and we fell back and formed in
until there was not men enough to form a company. I can tel you that the Rebels had us
about as tight as need be. Ouyr Division was completely surrounded and cut to pleces

but thanks to CGeneral Rosecrans, he came in time to save us from being killed or taken
prisoner. I hope never to see such an time sgain. Every man fought on his own hook.

They drove us into a swamp and surrounded the swamp and poured in shot and shell from both
sides. Oh, it was awful to see the trees falling and horses running without riders. If
you could just see the woods you would say that a man could not get out alive, for every
tree had from 1 to 20 ballm holes in it . The timber was all cut to pleces. Well I muat
stop for the present for dinner is ready and we have a potpie made of mutton and I don't
want to lose a meal. Later - Evening- Vell I have just got a letter dated the 2lsat so

I will call this an answer to that. «illiam just got a letter from Tip. He was a little
bitter and so was Lew. Wm. i1s a3 cool in battle as an old veteran but I will say nothing
of myself. Let others tell how I acted but I was no more scared than I am at present,

but I did not know how it would go with the 2lst, but I would have taken a shilling for
the Reg. about noon, for they had us ptetty tight. We lost about 1B0 in killed, wounded
and missing. We have about 200 in the Reg. at present. Our Capt. is with us. He was
wounded and taken prisoner btut they had to leave so quick that they did not have time to
parole hin., He is going home to recruit for the Reg. I expect until he gets well. I must
bid you goobye for the present. I am very sorry to hear that you and the baby is unwell.
You muat take cam of yourself and the ba'by Give my love to all the friends and call the
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Letter to /rza Rartholomew

Y6

Holly Springs, Miss.

Yan, 8, 1863

Dear Brother:
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L. Daniels

Co. I, 53rd Reg. Illinois Voluntears
18t Prigade, 4th "dvision
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Letter to Frmuk Bartholomew from her brother-in-law, william

Murfreesboro, Temn.

Jan, 23. 1%3

Dear Bjster Frank:

e by oaig 4, 0
i, i fi
nmmmmmu ume mmw :
momxnmmu“wmwwmmmuM.
i mm%m 3 L1l |
HAHHI ik
il wmm: HETHE
_m.mm E ikt
:.L

5
mmmmmmemm
m mnMom mmw b
m .u .mt .m m
g pmmouw
T
mmm.mmmmmmmwm

e
Bl

As Arza is writing I wil
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