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ALEXANDER KEADY TO LOUISA KEADY.

Murfresboro Tenn
April 13th 1861

Sister Lou
I believe I will write to you this time, as I don't

know who I owe or if I am in debt to any of you. I have kept no
account of who I have written to but I know I write often & to all
of you. I recon it don't make much difference whose name is on the
Envelope so you hear that I am able to kick round What is Tom doing
all the ra%ﬂy days that you tell about having thab he don't honor me with
a few of his thoughts. Almost every letter I get comes with his writing
on thé back & I think well here is a Letter from Tom at last but when &
opened it proves to be from a more prompt correspgndent than he has proved to
be so far. Perhaps he makes a mistake and directs all his Letters tow-to=s
well you know where that little picture came from. I Specy that's what's
the matter Then he is busy rearing balves feeding Pigs & all such
duties belonging to one of his calling. If he was a Brave Sglgigs, he
would not have to engage in such humble employments  but he could perform
bold dashing deeds like his younger Brother such as Scrubing, Moping,
Sweeping Making Beds & many other daring deeds belonging to Soldier Life.

I beiieve th; lastletter from Home was Janes of March 30th which
I received about the 8th of the present month. I am glad to hear that things
are so prosperous around Home, hope they may long continue so.

My Health is a great deal better this Week than it has been since
I came hers « I begin to feel like myself again . Will soon be able for
duty if I have good luck & no backset. I sit up half the night occasionally
just to give the Nurses a chance to Sleep., There has been one of them sick
for a wesk of so past but he is better now. All the patients in our Ward

are doing well now. I could get in for nurse if I just said so but I don't
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fancy the Work It is much more pleasant out with the Reg't.They
are still at the same place as when I last wrotel or were about a week
ago I can't see what they are tearing our old Neighborhood up so for.
I never heard the like before. You won't gaih much by Sam White’s trade
if I am permitted to judge I did hope that Jim would move away & the
rest of that lovely Family would follow him but it aint so to be I recon
George will get sudenly better now that the War seems to be near an end.

The news gets more encouraging every day Today we got the news of
the surrender of Johnson & Forest with their respective commands This
includes at;ut all the Armies of any strength in the Rebel Service. I can't
see why the War is not over as far as fighting is concerned. There will of
course be a great deal of Labor to do after the Fighting is done but all here
think that the last Battle is Fought. There is to be a grand time here |
toﬁorrow over the last captures & victories There are to be Two Hundred
Guns fired Bells ﬁrung Speeches made & all the excitement got up that is
possible on the occasion They have sent for two Flags one for the Court
House & the other for our Hospital (No 1) The Two are to cost Two hundred
& Fifty Dollars They raised $80 in our Hosp't & the citizens h;d to fork
over the rest much against the will of a great many of them. I invested
30 cents in ours They will not be here for about ten days as they had to
send to Cincimmati for them

I did not intend to write this letter until tomorrow but I thought

there would be to much racket to write with comfort. I have not yelled once
or even waived my Hat since I came here. don't you think that is B8trange
I always told you I was not so easy excited as you all imagined You need not
say that its because I am sick for I feel about as well as I ever did only

a little weak. There was a Train loaded with Sick & Wounded cams up from

Chattanooga going to Nashville but on account of the R.R., being damaged
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between here & there they were put in Hospital here There were so many

of them that a great many of us had to give up our Beds for their accommoda-
tion I got permition to Sleep up at the Captains as he has two extra Beds

I wiil stay here till further orders Will have to report every morning.

I think I will be sent to my Reg't in a few days, if I get along well Some
of the men that came up on the Hosp't Train say our Reg't had a fight with the
Guerrillas & that a few of them were taken Prisoners but I can't vouch for

the truth of the Story I believe I will leave the other page & finish tomorrow

(

Friday Meriiing 14th ( - ®his is one of the most beautiful mornings I ever saw
in my life Clear & Warm just the kind of a day to plant Corn or in fact to do
anything but loa®f round. When Tom gets about forth Acres of ground Plowed &
nicely marked out he may send for me to drive the Planter as I can make a great
deal straiter Rows than he fan .

i don't know when this letter will get away from town for there is
no communication north There are two Bridges washed away between here and Naéh~
ville. There has been no T;ain héfe from that direction since two days ago
& no Mail either I spect I would have had a letter from some of you if the
mail had come regular ThatButter of Nathan's got through just before the
bridges left. I tell you it is real nice eating. We had Light cakes for supper
last night. What do you think of that. I fear I will lose a good home when
I have to go to the front & take it‘regularvSoldier fashion I get almost
as good living here as you do  if we had old Red here or her Milk we would
not ask any favors of you.

I am quite anxious to hear what course the Minister persued after
that vote. Your side did better than I expected they would. I was afraid you
would be cowed down and not vote atall as has been the case many times before.
The Stiffness certainly would come out of hisvback when he heard thé electiong

returns. I can't think of anything to write this morning worth reading .
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I thought the small sized Paper I had would not be big enough to write
home so I went and got a dozzen sheets of this Size (paid 20 cts) but
I guess the other would hold all the choice gems that I had collected for

this if properly condenced.

(Note . The following was written across the lines of the last page,
in what is now a very pale red ink. )

I do not know wﬁether the Mail will be ranning before tomporrow
night or not but I will finish this & put it in the office Has been
a great deal of noise here today over the surrender iﬁ Shennon's (7)
department You must write me two letters for this 2ne and ocabout
twice as good Five my Resepcts & those of the Meanses'to all the
Keady Family & mine tof any one else who may wish them ?  Without

any further ceremony I remain

ALEXANDER KEADY
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 ss, if I return, their chese & soup, will afford me simsemen

Jefferson Oity, Mo.,Fridsy. Bov. 29th.1861,

I shall boorove my lsiowme mooents $his me

you & reply to thet kind letter of the 13th, Wos indeed very glsd to

Those were quiet heppy days I spent with you, end thefr remesbrance
yot in food Por geniel thought. It plmogt mekes me feel sad to know
% guother ocoupys my bed & place et the family bosrd, yet never for
s moment have I regretted this step; if I fall by the way mey it be
' s Portel, if mot, I hope yet to apend

Two monthe have past sinee I eane sway,~ strange months flitting by
an alloy of bright & devker howrs,~ Two monthe more, and whet shell be

the Tesord?

Tou $think 1 hove nede s ford thet fleld

of shrageled cornl 1t mey be se, yei, a8 & ohonge, I wordd bes heppy to

txy ome threueh, with Sal & Imoys meth

whlstle in the fleld, ss in other days.

| Bow I showld like %o see those two fovorite pigs,

ihelr ribs. I fesr tuss foul pley to teke swmy the fouls' living by
thrashing oub thet notsble steck, that %oo, when the foul westher isg

poming on,
Penl not gently with “Clerk” should he come to shoot my rsbbite,

7 I should smile to ses Peter tickle me oud of bed now, were I once
in 1%, aPter thus long repeping on o gouneh so hoxd{by the wey, I never

slept better thay sinve in ommp).



of Wer 1 ome pey nothingy its rumowe b _
Ope dsy Price is to sttmek us, the next we sre %o sbtiack him, mnd
sgain be is in $he hesrd of Ariemsmey 21l think however thel our sty
here is not f;a be prolenged.

I confess s chenge would be lightsome. Home heve it that we
nove merching ovders, Yet I cem affim sothing, In the camp im noth-
ing mmgeel. Our boys sve sll pretty well, Housbox Wa‘ﬁm recovered.
in hegpitel with imtewsdiitent fever, but is not very beds Bonslough

world bove ms say that he is ell right.
Hensles are heving fall owey in the cmmp.

I —
Byphold is

seversl old cases on hend, but no vw,
dmess i u ftol malsdy here. Some heve dled with 1t, &

. rloughed yesterdsy %o save their lives, they heving pised
themmelves inte s low state, Furloughs are not procursble by"eble
vodted” men. |

%Mﬁisw&,k@&s@%pm%s&&ﬁaﬁ wﬁag&a
blesk mark. Yy strong right hend i3 rather stif? & sove; barked ﬁ&gm:.«
}3 then got cold in §%. Am yot Hosplial murse; have nét ployed Soldier

for many & doy.
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| wspy, ¥rite goon =8 comvenient

wztm%mzm%mwammmfw

= night only., Wo, = persen gets msed to any mode of living slmost, &
1ike groans of the siflicted ones,

| By lotters now are slweys written while wetching st night, with
pick meu s}l shousd, & me well person nigh § you mey well suppose tha
1% required yatience to write & obey the calls of 14 men st the sgue
tines bub 45 & useful sxercize, I get & hours slesp o night for two
slgite, & the third sleep sll night. Am not affected by losa of Sieep.
wa@kmmmsﬁkmmﬁham:mmﬁwm

W
w amm. ;ma&knﬂmm

‘for, bub never sew move. Wy best wishes o sil , Tell MJ.E. I shell

1 shall enclose 18ttle notes in




erivt.
$n et m@. wikil %ﬁ -v:;sm- ous Traxs
. *pis sbronge thet go msny were slain, & they never told me, But
then you know Prenties was comunder expedition &1d the
work, slthough they may heve been separsted wide in verlous squsds.
Fothing 1ike wiming lmurels, yet “Homor fo whom honor 1z fue™,
ag tainted with s wamth for the rebel cmnse, of this I lmow not.
while sbter, s Bow York Tribune wes handed me,
frem I know not whom, 1 bope to enjey is perosal °
. Bed = few cold duye bers, (ome on whidh 1% '
We sre walting waxioualy for the meebing of Cor
it WAl be the resalt, T may bo thet legleletl
| mmmmmmzﬁwm mzmimW%m




g@ am I will pen yon s f ) mjam N. health, &

ek spirite, Our uaighborhood m o wﬁe
o 47%h. hew yet nn exismtengsy is, with @*&w Wa mm
te ¥he river, They heve planted

Pops is ot Hew msdrid, ,
sung o drive off the gun boals. ¥is gens howeysr, heve dissbled one
mmﬁ;&mm' 1
Probably sll that will be done =t Few ¥adri & tn
el of W gunsg or witil our mm
iz it gots past Neo. 10 Islend, nothing bere will e an
gmz%g detadl I need not pursue o m prinsts will supply

& Tekled trees across
sued Jeff & holsd




hinm in Bew Bedrids :
ot us, but these were captured, slso oo af his Capteins, & s Ideut, Our
Brigade (Palmers) was detached & sent down hers moversl dsys since,

The Wagon Trein osme fSown, from Few Madrid, yesterdsy, I csme with
this, havisg yet sn mibulance in charge (Bob Bell drives the other),

We sre getting used to the whistling of csdmon ball, & the "Shells
Wﬁﬁaginthaair“ There I have yet “yiewed sfer off™ but will be

Lo ~1»«x ity 1f there is a_@:}_& a8 the srbulsnees follew close

u;}tapiakﬁymma&, .

Stevens 'viﬁm&mmiﬁwq‘, @Wﬁg is yeot back with soms
’ HREe WE0Ns. %mnmﬁiﬁaamé&rm; which wns
mxm@wm,mmmzm&,

; s@% %mm

& -gam,mﬁmmmy
ghed miiﬁka%a&:pmwwziﬁmm
spEyieng, but Imm to feeling as sfmaﬁ%etwm m&m
%miﬁ ‘ ’ sher
Lo é%m&wﬁﬁ;
mmaw&&wmmmmmt;@mm, g the

perussl of her letters m

eirele, bub this may not be, Vanly
ug that she wes gone, Ne is o fine fellow,

& W '&m ﬁm ge with *&%
rbed S the hesrihetens
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lgge, T will deyote the evening to anmmring yeurs,

letter reli

PHAMFTON, BELINQIS,

ei, Hississippi, Sshbeth, July 15th, 1868,
Sigter Haryie | .
A letter is your due, lacking ony hemelike Ssbbath privie

Nothing néw to write,

1 spoke of belng connected with the &7th bospital; m&nmwmmr
ecopecity. Tou ask of my sElll es & cock. You reussber Hothers wiory
of my adroitoese in mmsing the baby; well similer is my handling of
the pots, mm getting the fire bullt my solinary learning

¢ lacks 1ittle of the truth, Again you sk of the food; why I am
oagh, in that line mow., lHompltal fare 1% move varied:

wm from the oommisssry; some is drown from the ssuitery oome

mitbee (conteibutions from fhe meny lsdies aid societies). Then ve have

> of & Pond in woney.

We bove hed new polstoew, spples, beans, wilk, & vomsreble pullets.
Bame of these not in grest profusion. Blechberries yet, pies of the
h, 4 good sook, & Pellow mirde ot Joff City,(iy the way, one
of our Jeff City hosplisl hends, Jim Askey, of Go. I, wes sent off lust
woek in cheins, to serve s bevm in the Alton Military Prison; Crime,
¥111ing onk of his company on She siesmer lmst apringls
 we heve iight brend. The Begh. soon will hove, s oveng sre being
wailt; ermy biscuits will then be ot o dirsount, We expect fe terry hors
for s iamgt}z of ’&ima‘ﬁ; wnless ordered Bast, or éﬁm back br & Butvermut




gm&%%ﬁafmm& éaﬁ;s. Jy
v‘ tetent letters I have received. }?&m direct

vt Mall point), T expoct fo semd this Wy o W:{:-: guing Souk &

he river will soon

¥now not when I msy have saother opperd nity
I expeoted vhen dnlisting %o be Back 4o halp plent sorm, & em not
yot dtvestad of Hhad sden, yob es the rufe blasts of ¥inter heve have

. given wmy %o the milder breath of Spring, I hope te enjoy it if lenger

ey @fﬁ?aﬁ&ﬂﬂiﬁ; aw%aﬁitww@ IMW%&
Hoo Yy, whon next you welle,
1{%33:&3&@«;‘?

‘mope Sma will not be eslisd on &
anty to 8ot L wepr. Ib oomDs k&%m@ymm for wyuelf & wy team




dwelling in o Pertified place, eartlwerks crowning the hill tops, &
rhrrenci dte & 13ttle fores iz scat~
tered round the place, mostly Germen Begbs, from Pes Ridge, The fores
likely iz adeguete »d with the irmense
That Riclmond Arny certainly is heving terridle times, The Nstfons
Bez;ium goams of mell moment now, & yeb the tids ig 1ikely %o flow,
4 forelgn fos may yet be to be repelied. Truly the duys sre derk, but the
' Hen moy plan but only by His pemission

reines ere held by = Power Lhove
Will the new oall for men be prompily suswered te. Somshow I fear

the Asmy befors the Susesr 16 over, Tho new Teghs will ' |

fured terrilory, while the old will be thrown in concendwebed
3 #se net, when $he Sowth is conguore

1, how that Bitter spirit is o

ue Inber

then last week, in smed narsudering bande & buse wpye,
sheopt yonders & peveon indiffereht to any Shing; locomotion
sd with moich sgility, &a' mﬁ* sre nll Plourishing o o
who is compleining wome, Teil W, J. Hevvey thet I willlsnower ber lebber
in e time, | | |




ok I t%a%% if e could ticklo me ent of bed in time for » horvest
fagt, or would you be likely $o get o mpruse neck i
goller ittod on me, of & Sundny efther,

By storoh, prin ideas of dress, are not mo elevsted as formerly, Here
nothing to keep green the memory of byzones.

I hesyd the deep solemn tenes of *01d Hundred SOREhiT odug
& o Wo, mey I never forget the temelhings of home & of the
Sebbsth. It recks but little whet befals us in this movtel vals, 6o we

hove part in 5 better perli &




In vesyr of Vicksburg, Jume Sth. 1863,

| T & not send you this sheet ss n necessity

ngenfederate Houss” Juclkwon, Hips.

1 rectd your letter s month old, with others of like msturlly. Have
one from Lou of Nay 254h, Iatest fron Akven, Huy Sth. The situstion st
flckshurg mimmins os ususl, & complete sod prolosged miegs, Tt begem on
May 15%h & will end — sometime, I hope., The Hebs ave very temclous
to Bold on, & Grent equelly positive in his endeavors fo smoke them oub,

¥e have s large guantity of artillsm dnkd i vaot]
rge siege guns sve belng added o the Fo. daily.

pight, all elong the lins of the yesr &
I d¢ not s how they Iive in wuch &

sre dug olove slong the enemy's Line of defenses & the doye in these plek
aﬁwmwwmswwam peldon piving thelr srtille

The decp ditches & perpindie R b, v
men o charge over, s9 they bave well tested, rittiery, alded’
e, will bave to ds the work, & these effeciive sgents sre st Grapbe

The hope of suvcor frim Johnson or sume other outsider, seems %o
they oan bring wp sn Arny lerge emough %o reise the siege. I thiuk not
anless they shandon some of their other strong points, vhieh would de




fﬁsﬁ, to them,
Praly the young hopes of the esbryo Confederacy

Moy their leot hops speedily vemish, lesving our beloved Comntyy

free from whaing with nething to mer the bright folds of the Sedred Flag.

| 1 oun give mo report of the 47th only that it left here won sfter

the charge of the 22% & Is yet sbsent . DAl lesrn thet they fook bout &

went up Yazoo River, lerge mmbers of troops are oub on the waidh for

. &!}mmﬁem is in the best of @irit:s, mmmm@wi

were leﬁ st Dock Fort lLs. on May 2%

surgeoms Offics, Tho Sroopy sve foo mear the eneys vorks for to use
pitals 3 esch Divisien therefore hev its Hosph ot & convent

of course s hospltsl, & the care of s Mother & sistér ot home
: ' ning §% £ind the former

do rwt see thet I sm sy smavier sre enior gaddin,
conversabion. I have tried to stz

wore sway in soclel & 1ively
: ﬁmﬁm &f ocomp, hewe o




HOUAS TEADY 70 MBS, MANY F? KELSY, SOUTEAMPEON
Fear Blagk River, Klms.
Sebbath, July 26th. ¥8E3,

Bave I been seolded for spesking mo ssidowm during the
smiltey flight of this barvest month ¢ Perchance you think me growing
negligent; gorgetful of home; swepht Into $he sommon vortex of dissipation T

© #o; T trust not, |

Freshly yot the memory blends the Imagery of bygomes, The pust
of somors Mﬁ‘ﬁ-

Hine wms the gill to write freunent & sage epistles to the tribes
& half trides of my Rin., The burden of It ull rolls welghtily over
to the fucilities, The 2nd, Jookvon expedition bore me off on its ndvense
wave without time for o periing word or even an after echo.

That iz ever now, we heye recrogsed the Big Black & ave shbout to
ssttle down In permaneut cmsm - ot least so it fw seid, I loww not thad
thore i anything left to do, W stmont
& we mey*REE "rest on the oars™ awhile, until new projects sre hetched &
kil %034 Sols* reys are move obligue. | ’

nix bugles for a term of dayy sround ¢
Dep't, Euch of %the CiYy wee reduced %o sshes, the B0, more extensively
destroyed & the enbire reglon lpid w&s&m o then returnsd with large

xrl Biver & gut of Grenke




iaw 1ifs, widely in contrast

‘ zperiences of home § gerisl spirits eve ouly confis

Wmﬁmmﬂmmawaxmmﬁéimm

ins mm@mmmmmmw,m

mmaﬁnmm; mmwmﬂmmﬁw 1ikel;

be Te-orbablishedy "hew & whove shall my life lot be M’ De you remesiber

ammmemm@mmm mmk&mmm

pre merend. ,
mWM&ramﬁME\ﬁfwhwﬁmMﬁ Bo chanoce

%o got one sivack,  Why mot wxmmma-_ ‘arson C1ty ones & be

Yerionl WM@’W b, %m:m

i ‘gm@ gmg to lesyn of your brightening f
wity will woft you into Susmer Sesn,
xng home before the end of the War, or of '




; ours, Yen I bnow ’:m . 1 vragh chiimed for your overflowing
offer of mew milk, It would be s feast guite scosptadle. I get some at
long intervals.

 abe latest news we have, Old Ise wes effesting his esempe,
' ory is 2 drewn gome ufter all, — lavge loss &

¥ 1ises
82

Personslly I have 1ittle to report; m in good heslth & {n good repeir.
Sent letters by Col. Frynsr, slso some momey %o Nothers it will be fouwsd

1 mmst osase & switeh off on the Akron brench, Heve mo Srbboth ser-
cless %o renfer home-like the dey. ¥ hed hoped to ses ¥r, Calrni ngsim




Another vadd to the m Cepitol of Miss, & it may be mudbered
with the fated "Citles of ihe plain®, The psople seem %o be
troken dowun & bopeless; a ponfederation of dupes,
1% doecs seem to me thet the time draws near for s panse; mﬁytﬁg;
people is not so reckiess sy %o court entire mnihile fon, Hay the doy
of pescs turst suddenly & gloricusly upon us, trightening $he Tolds of
the oid "Flsg of the Free®,

T mew the 47%h. mgein sfter s gepsration of two momths, Jokn He
I yeslined ir he shede & reviewsd the events of the period & wewt baek
into the receiing nists of "long sgo™. '

fhe 47¢h. is but the shedow of its former pelf, yet mot #o bad o5
I fesved. They told me how Dulton wne gone %o his brother & the good

] ~-’mmmmwwmﬁm Thet river swamp
i# o torrible plsce In the Sumwer time,

Gur pivision will probably go inte csmp aﬁm Creok, irn the wooded
111 eountry 20 miles back from Viekeburg, These hills sre o secluded
& heslthy retrest, probsbi¥ au mch so o the comps of Clesr Cresk & Rlensi.
e often im for the gushing ‘ nivde Ale

I restd 6 letters yesterdey, smng them youre of June 22ad & of the
26th, sise Ieuts of July Tih. lstest from Akwon Juse 28th. Thank you
for the stesps, I must set spert one of them to couvey sweet tidings to
thet gontls cne far mwmy. (I most not devecrste the Habbath by going into
s porireiture of my sngslic e how thay sffect me).

I fmagine Peber & Alex are & full complement for thet new machine,

Deubiless the shesves fell thiek & .

grosn & punish Rooster, but sm not so geriain of thelr sfTiclency in






