MANUSCRRT
SECI-J:C'i.{ Ao NO 4 1 1
FROR BOALING GRLAN.
Ceap kud Pudcle, Near 5o0owiing ureen,

Jan, lyta, 1l3el.

daasars Zditora:-1 know of nothins wmnich ze could aore
ugsefully employ now taan one Of Gen. Chnsabers' eerial boatsa
in our encampaent. #Fe are in an elbow of Jennlings! oreek
&nd more waler thesn 1s convenlent. 1Y was intended that we
should only terry here for shoselag our norses. dence the
poslilon wea selected for the convenlence ¢f wold end water.
although when the first compuanles srrived it was dry, yet
after ell had ccme up, the recervolrs adove seem to have
croken 1o90se, end yezsterdey morning at day the cry was
heard ali over oamp, "Here's your water,* "here's your
fioating teat,® M"here'!s your so.dier's luck?® ac. Thia
heavy felil of raln presvented any companies froa going Jor-
ward yesterday, altnougn four strucx tent tala moraing aand
followed %thne three =z=lready advzanced %owsrds Green RAlver,

Two dsys more wlll tzke the remaining taree, and a general

camp wili be formed in the vicinty of *Cek | p 4 ]
other s8till mors adl : ] scouts and pickete
wil X J wiil bring us up in the nsighborhooad

cf ¢3ell's tavern” and in the reglon of Hoodaonvilis. Gen,

Hindman and his troops have not been sble to aslesp soundly

x
Docuzent Torn



.

since the rangera left them unprotented, and agsin ve nust
occupy the frontier pooltion. Although this is the post of
danger, yet 1t 1a %The @03t rearonalble ond most honorabls.
The rangera are axpected to Dring on 2 generil engaga=ens.
¥ou 2y therofora soon near 3f somne m&ars wori zlong sur
linsy. Althasugh we vill probsdbly not heve auch over 400
efficlent men, after deducting those who have dled, been
dlachargsd, Jurloughed or are N9y aick, yet they wili ﬁai.-
tain tke reputatisn of our regiment., D1id we but have 100C
gallsnt aplri%s with ~hich we first encomps=24 ia Ky, what a
nobls work ccould we do =2lony the benks of Creen Hlver.

Our vaceted offices ers z£ll fillied and snce mcrz ths rangers
are themselvea again.

cur noblis, ponuler and chivalric Coi. @harton 15 un-

tiring in hie efforta t2 have the regiment Hrovided with

everythihg that 1s negegsary for the coafsrt and 2fficlency

of the rengers. He ls proving hineelf the very man for the
poaition, The only fear 1s that his hetltl may not ba auf-
iciently restored to stand the exnosurs. Lisut. Col.

»&lker, vho 1s the very lmpersonation of the drave and dar-
ing acldier, will not be able %o edvence with us for a few
dsys, on account of hia wounded arm. 1I% 1a rapldly lmproving
end he will soon take his position and will be emong the fore-
most whea the hour of conflict comes on., It 18 now lntenaely
disagrecable for the movement of troopsa on acoount of ruin and

mud. This will ro doubt check the advsnce of the gri x g3



of Abrsham the lat upon this po[ x ] beginning to
doubt if they intend to attack this strongly fortified
position; but believe thet their movement on Green River at
the rail rosd bridge 1s but a feint, and that they will en-
deavor to flank it and pess on to Nashville, The oconcentra-
ticn of immense numbers of troops at Paduceh and elsevwhere
would seem to indicate that they have an eye to [ x ]

importent olty end will move upon it both [ x -]

the Cumberland [ X J land, Time will develop
thelr [ % Jer get safe( x ]
end ia not [ S 3
[ x 1.,
.[ x ' ] River

Jan. 24th, 1862,

The following items will show the pféaent condition of
"Terry's Reglment of Texas Rgngers,® now [ x ] noted in
the Kentucky campalign. =when we firet pitched teﬁt near
Bowlling Green last O&tober we numbered one thousand and two
men. During the intervening time, the regiment has seen such
constant and perilous service, All things considered we have
not suffered 8o seriously as might be supposed, a[ X ] though
those, whose gallant hearts led [ x J proudly forth
upon the march, have been silenced in death and many a
genserous, noble and daring dompanion has finished hia work [ x]

now there is no response to his name, A few days ago, after



a briaf leave of ubsenzs [ X Jeruiting, shosing
our horsea and sleoting afflcera, =wo werg arxdered Mforwaran
> ralleve tha %ilany Cavalry® of Mdios., and odcupy again
the fronvler poallion, wick 52 thof ¢f perl) @s velil as
honor. On exaninetion I find 790 men en surs reilc and

absut 450 resdy for thls expeditiosn. Thls leaves tl scoe

e | % 3 fapisegr. sick nd dslechad
servicl & © T 380t wp %o The BPa wit., B By festi
L -4 3 Giccharce, Petlynatlor e, o2 . oz ]

8+ E. 9311, CGocplaln 2. ¥, Biptine, 4. C. 2.; 0. BE. Tiuson

o a Bey, BENJE. A SO80S,. S8 ubERE | 5 ] &t 8%sa,
Cozpany A. *Prairie Rove[  =x } furus I, Zliag, lst
pleut, Jebn g, ! 3 - % B Joros and 9. L.

F
i
-

sl a2 3 Lo, r
icXay, 18t LE. ¥. B, 3vess, 2¢ l)lagtte 7, H, S5Ese &

T. J. Bennstt, Coms. 5. "5E1) Doat=der: a5, % 25k, 1. .
Evans, 1st Lt., A. #. Shennon, 24 Lt's Jsmes Dumn &« J. 7.
Bgyiar, Go. D. “Haatrop Raagara,“ Su-%. 1. €. er=1ll, 13%
Lieut, F. Krls, 24 L%"a J. ¥, Bindiyt, ¥. R, Joars, Go. .
k3onzales Rebela * Tgpt. L. 4. Raybuwn, 1at %, 2. E. Hise,
Eda L¥'a . %, s6ory & R. 9. Davis. ~Ca. ¥, “Loas ar

fiangers, ® Cant, ¥w. R. Jarmon, 1ls% L%., Phceclan Taty, 24

Lisut'as R, D, HecClelland & B. E. Jaiue>. Go. G. FJavsellnes,"®



Cavt, ¥, 7. Bouaton, 1ust LE, 7@, X, Ford, 24 LS's @, Tills
& Ja0. Jtorateltr, €3, 2, "fevrry Suard, " Seph. Qaateve
Caak, 1ab B8, T. 2. Tegloa, B0 L' 2, Je J8la00 & 3. 5.

am4. Co. I. "Lidhovz Wnasta t oot 1. 8. 40033, 1at

e A, B Ha ; md demnte Bl L e Jo o ox Jeielield
% Jemes H. Rarsemors, G2, C x ] iLubbssz Guards,”
cal x LN & B, Marroy 3 | ® 4 i
Fouldin, %with [ % ] eZvancing c:lumnt; vhon

we Xnow and have confldance ir o3 breve mon, our‘déring DGy e
are anxious at once tc take Clelr poaltion &nd hocten Ior-
werd, that egalin they swy tresd uren ke groundé =hec Lnc
ehivalrie Tefry feil ¢nd svenge his deetlnn upon cowarcly
hirelings, who wculd desclute our homes mpé destrsy sur
gunny doutn, subjugste & hercis nesple end perzsivally eh-
glzve: them fap daring to be free 3en, P& ore now engzged

in g vnildita verk, re are azid_atirring evente: £ gpeal
reputaticn won by zellz=nt 2eedg, hesg tc L= saatzlngd, thz
nemdry of the sherizhed desd 2nd the hoasr of the living
densnd it, our beys ers dA2tarmined thzat ns expsectations
ghaall be unrsailzad. X9 sthar savaicy in tols dgparinen
have tha renutation ¢f the Tgexas ﬁangarf. in all thai
picketing, naver yet has a f3l32 alara been zlven, never
have they retreated hafore tha advansing ancmy. Afiaer ye
wers ralievad from this n793i%ion befors, Gen'i Hindman saya,

he aould not sleep asound sinss tho Texza Rangers wore gona.



They were not absant a week before he wished them back again.
The opinion preveils at Headquarters, that no surprise will
eéver take place in this line whilst they &re on duty. Hot
only are the roads «l1.i picheted, but every by-way and cross
path 18 closeliy guurded and every stray horseman 1ls tracsked
and our boys know by Lis merss, whether he walka or lopes.

I have never heard the confldence expressed in any trocp of
sen, which this regiment enjoys. The Texas Hanger is known
everywhere, hiad deeds of adventure and reckleas daring arse
upon every lip. Iou may therefore expect to hesr, witkin

the next flve weeka that the rederal cavalry have been in-
tercepted x ] their scouts this slde of Green River

L X J they have Joined in leading tihe dack. X Jse.
should another opportunity cccur [ x ] fleld of wocd-
sonvillie, they will give gome sagacious correspondent of the
Cincinnati press, ancther opportunity for trying his imsgina-
tion at dlseription. Of thls famous fixnt the opening cne on
Ky., 8cll a writer frox Lduafordaville a&ya "The Texis rangers,
while riding likxe Arabs, fought lixe devils, they rode up in
several instances on the bayonets of the skirmishers (where
they ®"Rallied by hcurs") and were lifted off their horses on
the German bayonets. That *lifting off" was & right smart
performance for Federal infantry, Bult tiien what were our
beys doing whilst thia feat was being { x j? 1t ia rather

strange { x ] and not a man waa [ % ]



except those whose [ X ] under them, nor was thers

L x J recelved a bayonet wound save & scratcz or two.
But the northern preas muat [ x ] the oraving appetite
for newa and this will [ x ] for an itea., To-night

ageln our plicketa eare out treading over these fumlllar hills,
but thae enemy will o1'0es their path. About 1 o'glock we
snoazp witiin sight of the 0ld locality near "Hedl x 3.9
A8 we came up toe soldlers below wers Jubllant at the pros-
pect of a fight., Gen. Hindman hed moved up hls force last
night expecting to encounter two regiments of the enenmy,

vho are foraging around on this cide of tkhe river., Taking
the precaution however to re-cross towarda night. Cganon
were neard in -that direction thia morning and it wae supposed
- an engagezent waa going on, when we resched tals point, soxe
10 milea 1n advance. Ko sconer had we arrived at cur casp,
than the order was given to have the arms all in order and to
be ready for murealng at a momentswarning. All was exclte-
ment and every Rgnger was preparing for & fight. BEut no
further word coming from above, the work for clearing away
bramble, stretohing tents, bullding fire and cooklng com-
menced 1n earnest., Thla evening the scldlers returned, after
marching &ll night and to-day, bringing the report that no
enemy were visible, It 1s now generally supposed that thelr
object 18 to flank Bowling Gresn on both sldes and thus

avold the advance &long this way. It may be so, then nothing



of astirring interest will take place here; but it may be a
ruse to draw away our troops towards other localities and
thus to make a forward march upon Bowling 3reen by thias
route. Time will declde the matter. To-night I am for the
riraﬁ fime in my own "marque® and humble though zy temporary
Gwelllng place may be, yet i%s my home and I feel contented,
The night 18 clear and etill, though quite frosty, and the
blazing fire before my tent'a door is agreeable. The vet
season being over, it is now gpring like and charming. But
tis %oo bright to 1aatlong; Good night.
¥ours, E. F. BE.

P. 8. Judging from the few letters received from oy

old friends 1in 3. A., peper and ink muat be getting very

scarce., 1a it s0?

SAN ANTONIO HERALD, February 15, 1862.
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Letter from Terry's Reglaeat

Camp Herdee, Near Gresn Rivar.
January 27, 18867.

L. f. Qushing - Tear 3ir; For ths information of thoss whonm
we have left behind in the land of sunshine asnd flowers, your
correspondent will no%te & few 1ltems on the present ccndlition
of Terry's Reglment of Texss Rangers, which 1a dsstined to
live in the hiaiory of this Kentucky cempaign. Aﬁlﬁ the con-
gretulations aend good-byes of friends and with a.future all
eglow with visiocns of martial glory, the long and wesry march
was undartaken. It 13 xnown to your rzaders that by end by
ve camped on"the dark and blocdy ground.® Last Cctober whsn
we . firat blivouskesd near 3Zowling Green, we numbered one thou-
aaﬁd'and"twb men. Soon the perilous'*ork.éf picketing and
acouting wes undsrtzzen. Therever s brillisnt explolt cr a
daring adventﬁre was to be peformed thers the Texas Ranger
#as sent Thus for near three acnths the work goea on. But
exposure brings dlssense, and aoorzs ars prostrated ucon beds
of suffering. The &ngel >f death spreads his black wing over
our camp, &nd his cold shadow falls upcn many a noble soldler,
end the hesrt that so nobly responded to ths war-cry was
stilled in the sllence of the grave. Scme fall upon the
battle field. They died Just xhere the patriot would »ish to
die, but the majority are watchsd over by strangers and fall

victins to cruel diseasse. But we feel that we have pansed



unaer our oloud of adversity--we now begin to eee the brighten-
ins gky, ancd cver the darkest spot xe traoce the bow of hope.
Scme four wecks agc ve were relieved for the purpose of repair-
ing the wear and tare of war electing 3fficers, &c. HOx agein
we are ordered *farward" to the poat of danger, &8 well as
henor. Our thinned rankg are now vell fllled up, &nd ¢izrade
velccmes coarade back agalin ¢5 the advancling c¢slumns, Al-
though we miams at roll cell the names 3f 324 who z2re no mcre,
and some 125 ¥ho nave reaigned and been discnarged, yet 730

&re still on our roll, and same 450 are "with us" and ready

for this nerllous expeditisn >f five weeks. ¥Te nave atili

340 abaent on furlough, sick or detalied aervice. 4ifter our
ups and downs, JSur varidua blanded lights and shadows wnigh
foliow on thes track of war, we =re once more offlcered and
ready for the w=ork asslgned ua. £s we have had numeraus
chenges, 1 wlil give y>ur readers sur rresent organization,
viz:

John A. Jharton, Coloneli; J. O. -aliker, _leut Caisnel;
Tasna; Harrissn, dajor: J. ¥. Feston and A, . HIill, Surzeons;
R. F, Bunting, Cherlaln; R. H, Simmons, 4. C. 3,; 3enj). a.
Botts, A. Q. H., snd il. H. Boyston, rdjutant,.

Comrany A. "Prairie Rovers,® (1) Captaln Rulus ¥. Xing;
18t Lleut. John C. lLgwe; 2d Lieuts. ®m, 7. Jonea &nd M. L.
Gordon.

Company B., “arcner CGrayg,® (10X} Ceptiin R. A, McKoy; 1let



Lieut. ¥, ¥. Gross; 24 Lieuts. ¥. H. Sherpe. T. J. Bennett,
Compeny C, *Saul Confederates."” (2) Csptaln ¥. L. Evans;
15t Lieut. A. Y. Shannon; 2dLieuts, James Dunn and J. ¥.
Baylor.
Company D, %Zastrop Rangers," (3) Captain S. C. Ferrill:
‘1st Lleut. F. Tyle; 24 Lieuts. J. F. 3urdlt® and ¥. R. Doake.
Compeny I, “"Gonzales Rebels,® (4) Captaln L. Y. Rayburn;
lst Lisut. J. K. White; 24 Lieuts, K. £. Story and R. 3. Davis
Company F, *"Lone 3tar Rangers,® (2) Captaln %. R. Jaraman; 1st
Lleut. Photlian Tate; 24 Lieuta. R. J. YcClelland and B. E,
Jolner.
Company &, %savalllnes,® (5) Captain %, Y. Houston; lst
- Lieut. %m. Ford; 24 Lleuts. W¥m. Ellls and Geo. Stormfeltz.
Company H, *Terry Gnards," (7) Gaptaln Gustave Cook; lat
Lieut. T. 3. Westen; 24 ieuts. R. J. Calder snd %. D. Adams.
Company I, *Lubdock Scduts,' (38) Captain I. G. Jones; 13t
Lieut. A. D. Harris; 24 Lieuts. Geo. W. Llttlefield and Janes
H. Psrranmors.
Compsny X,"Tcm Lubbock Guards,® (8) Captain S. P. Christian;
lst Lieut. A. k. M¥orris; 2d Lieuts. W, H. Thomas and K Bouldin.
¥ The figures indicate their pressant position, retaining their
cld letters.
Thus we are prepared for the perilous duties assigned us,
-and you may rest assured the Rangers sre themselves again.

Although our ranks are greatly thinned by the numerous



misfortunes which have in one way and snother come upon us,
yet all seem deteralned that the reputetion which this
rezloent has elready acquired shall not b2 tarnished in the
least degrea. Though fewer in numbers than when we entered the
campalign, yet brave hearts and daring achisvexmenta will still
be our history. The memory of the gsllant dead, end the honor
of the living demand thet the Texss Rangers be the foremost in
every brilliant deed. I have never known any bcd} of men to
enjoy in a greater degree the confidence of the people, and
have a3 better reputation at headquarters, than this regloent.
It 13 felt there that there never will be a surprise by the
enenmy whilsat our boys are picketing alcnz the lines. They are
woodsmen and horsemen-—ejualled by none in this department,
end when a sesctlca of country la once vislted by them, 1t 1is
thoroughly explored. Never yet have they given a false alarm.nor
brought in a report of the enenmy's movements that was not
sacording to the facts in the case. ihen they were ordered to
fall back below Bowling Jdreen, thelr nbsence was rsgretted by
all thie eommand. Cen. Hindmen himself acknowledged thsat he
could not sleep soundly at night since the Rangers were gone.
It 1s to be hoped that he will now have the recose necessary

for cne occupyinz his resc-onsible position, since kis proteo-

tors are back agaln. On last Fridsy morning, we struck tent
at Camp Lubbock, 10 miles below, snd marched to this place,

which 18 near by "3ell's tavern.' As we came along by the



re

encaapment Delow, the report reached us that Eindman had zona
with his force tcwards Green River, and from the gound of
cannon in that directlen, a few hours previcus, 1t vas thought
a battle was then proiressing. Everything was excltement and
cur boys supposed tha_time a8t hand zhen they ocould avenge our
loss on the fleld of Woodsonville. No socner had we reached our
caap ground then the crder wes issued thzt all arms should be
put in order, and that the coznend be ready to march &t a
moments werning. .
In the meanrhile, the tents were erscted and the ground

wag prepared for a cozfortable dwelling place. In the evening
the troops returned without finding the enemy, or enjoying the
pleasure of a betile. It seemed they dif not f£ind them vhere
they were expected. No socner were'warhere.thsg detalls were:
made fof plcxets and scouts. Dally cur beys &re in moticn, and
if there is a Yenkee within our reech they will be tracked. Ve
are disposed to think now that the enemy will not come down this

tne to 3o¥ling Green, but that thelr objset is rather to flank
that place and pass cn to Nashvlille. However, i1f thair liass are
advencing in the form of a crescsnt, which late svsnts seeam to
incicate, we may eventually find them crossing Green River in
large forcs and moving down upon us, then it will be our
privilege %o skirmlsh along the routes and drew them on to Bowl-
ing Green. ¥We are now in the derkx ag to their intended move-

ments; but a few days will, doubtless, declide. It is our wish



that some movement would be z2ade. Should they attack Bowling
Green. I have no doubta of the result. That would be a fear-
ful repulse for them, endi a glorious victory for us. Cur new
Colonel, although yet very weak, frcm his long and severe
sickness, 18 with us, and proves nimaeelf a worthy successor of
the lamentsd Terry. He 18 & man of prudencs and Jjudgzent, as
well as energy and bravery. Lleut. Col. Valker is prevented
from Jolning us for the present, on account of his wounded arm;
this, however, is improving, and soon he will be with us to
lead whersver brave deeds are to be performed. Major Harrlson
i3 also prevented from being at his post, from &n indlsposition,
which has caused hir to auffer greatly for socme time past.

¥Your correspondent 1s here, endeavoring to hslp on the geocd
work in sny way in his poter and especially attending to the
spirtual departzent. Although a campalgn liks this 13 not well
c alculatad *o foster a zrowth in grace, or tc advence the
interests of religicn, yet, when clrcumstances perait, we
*forvyet not the assembllng of ouriaelves together® in the groves
for public worship. The attendance 1s larze, snd the attention
most encouraging. Ve shall indulge the hepe that the seed

sown will bring forth an abundant harveat in the future. ¥e
have but little sickness in camp, and owr absent sick arse
generally oonvalescing very encouragingly.

Yours, R. F. BONTING
Chaplain Texes Rangers

THE TRI-WEEKLY TEZLEGRAPH February 21, 1362
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DEATHS IR T:RAY'3 REGILMENT

We Bave Just recelved & letter from our oorrespondent
in Terry's regiment, written on the 3th uit., wnhnica contains
& -mortuary liist of that regiment up to that date. The
letter was written &t Bowling Green, and of course the
genernl intelllgence contained nhas been anticipated. we
publish the liat;

Coi. B. F. fi'err_v, kllied in battle; Col. Thf::‘a' 2
Lubbock.

Conpany A, (i) Cept. Rufus Y. King:--8. H. Johnson;

K. N. zu=ford, 3. kitecnel, kliem Co.; L. €. king, Iravis Co.;
vm., Hasa, L. . Thocpaon, Fal;a GO, ; A. 9« 2wy, B, P.
AyCocCa, 3uriesun Co.; &. 8. W, Vaugh, Beli cv., &«né L. D,
Louglas, Grioes County.-10.

Company B. (10} Capt. K., N. iciay'a ( Jharton!') Juses
Bugh, Jeusgee {lce, Auatin Co.; h. #. Caritan; E. H. ;eﬁeli,
Pavlia uinme, J. 3. Plcrett, Brazoria Co.; #. k. Chathanm,

Leon Gu=-=/.

Compeny €. (2) Capt., 4. I. Evena:—-{oryoral Jao,
iebonald, L. J. Cariton, J. Ferguson, J. K. angahem, <. H.
O'Heal, A, V. Duan, J. B. Baher, Gonzsleas C2.; @. F. Byerly,
., Somax, Feyelte Cc.; &. C. Tatum, Carnes Co.--i0.

Company D, (3) Cart. 8. C. Ferwill:—D. P. P. Salth,
Jas. G. HoGehee, R, #. Lewls and Jerg't Jno. K. #organ,

Bastrop Co,; Thoa. A. Hert, Fayette Co.; Johkn Lavidson, F. K.



Kill, Jeasee A. iwowe, Travis Co.; Joaepn HZerris, Burieson
Co.-=-.1llied in betltlle, &, 3, Zvall, Frena LOoften, Zaatrop,
Coe==ied froxz wiunds aince 1lh battle, 3, i, Glies' Jruvia
CQ.==.2,

Coapany <, (&} Ceyt. L. d. nagourni--v. %. souLaIrity,
e Lo Glddens, Gonzileg Co.; 4, B. w. Jcorier, Carnea 0».;
Wa. Augussine, Dewit? Co.; 3. %. fogg, Harrlis Co.--3.

-

Compuny F. (49) Capt. %. R, JeIzson, (otrovel'a)-—-
t. d. Fazmes, 4. J, Fhlllps, #d. . Cheathsm, Joun Tardirouih,
d. 2. Friect, rfzretle Co.; 4, G. Herbour, Abrahsa Jones,
Az.€l 2o ds, J. A. 2uyiencall, -1lllam Lare, Laveoa CoO.;
T G. Sclour, D. C, “gyne, Co or 45 Co.—12.
Cezpsny &. (-} Capt, siiilam ¥, Houstion.—-iLleut, Lartin
. dAteleld, Zan Antonds; Levi hunmphiies, Jodesb Buker,
Guadaloupe Co.; -0ix yaught, Atascouss Co.; Thozas Herrls, Sexer

~ ;
va.—-:‘

-

Compeny il. (7] Suatuve Cook, (kplt's] k. muaten, J. G,
Jeri :re, Jease Jean, T, %, Atwell, Cleries Zemp, Jobn ililier,
¥ort 3end Co.; W, W, "aller, 4fustin {o.; Hexrdas Clilinsn,
rerrle C0.; Nell Livingston, Jaseph Pelry, Srazorlu Co.;
Charles X¥ooJre¢, vhartcn Co.-11,

CQmpanpll. (6) Capt. 1. &, Jonws.~-H. k. Nerwmooud, zd.
Thorn, Jgseph Stevena, tu. Stcvenﬁ, 8, . Looney, Ywm. Hall,
Gonzalea Co.; J. B. Zuf:, R, H. K&y, h. H. Thig;en, i&vecs

Go.; é. T. dunkkoad, Jackacn, Co,; T. ... ‘tnyder Je%itt Co.;



James XoKkinney, San Patriclo Co.-12.
Coxzpany K. (10) Cazt. 3. =. Cnriutian. (¥alker's)
gm., 3. 2itt:, J. 4. ¥cDeneld, Thezaa TelKer, Yont-
gomery Co.--ullled 1a battle, Lichsel Duna, wasaingicn
Co.;~3 ﬁ..? 8.

i
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Rangers Camp,
Negr yurfreesboro, Tenn.
Febr, 24th, 1362.
negsre adltors - For a few worde. 1 WIroTe you & Jebter at
Bdwilng Gretnu and one &% tials polnt, ziving you &li e particulars
of taos la3t two weeks, eventfui as they nave peea Yo our division
ol The army. W8 are pascing under dur darx e¢loud, but we atill
nope for tae good day coming., on 3unday morning yta our regiment
lelt "3Balla tavefn* end fell back elzht wailas %o ‘bripgina 3prings.*
Oa dednesday asralag #e atoucs tent and fels baax.to 3owilag Green.
gn F£riday aoralayg tile eneny eppeared sudlenly on 3z<ers niil on
tile Norta alds of Barren rlversr and sielilea Uus wWwodzi and J2at of
thut city. Ihen degan ous cetire2at 1ln earpest enda o suud=2y night
apout 12 9clicca our DOYys I'dde intc and tarougn Nasaville and the
#2003 arcived apoat’ four newxt asrnlog. Jashvillis a3 beisng evaou-
ited ! - Tell it not in Jath, pubiish it not in tne streets of Ask-

elon® - jaanville woa peling svackated. 300 ping untll woaday morn-

inz, the buggoge wea noved on four miles furtier and vwe ceamped for
taa Bight. una Tussdﬁy mcrning.again we were ordcred TO @ove in
tola direction und aithough %he pire wT&3 & living gtrean of army
w&goina, soldlers &nd all soris of veulcieas, yet after two days
Jogging along we resched thila place and encenped. This wes a
generz2l rendezvous for those on detailed auaty, wagon guard,
attendants uvon the sick and atragglers generally. On fuesday
mornlng 1l&st all the Rengera that could be spared, werse ordaered

to report to Hasihvilie. They thsn went down towards Charlotte

end have been ranging through the region betwixt% that point and



this camp. They got in this morning after six days conatant
work and without tents. Such rains as we have had for a

wesk past has not been seen here for twenty yeara. It has

been dreadful on the poor soldiera. Our boys stood their trip
remarably well., Qur retreat for over 130 miles has bsen one
of suffering and privation and “the End 1s not yet.* Luclen
Campbell, of the Salado, was left very sick with the pneunonis,
near dichelville, Tenn. and should he recover, will be taken a
prisoner by the enemy. W¥m. H., Jenklins of Houastons Co. who
stopped with him, being himgelf very much indlsposed, barely
escaped thelir plcketa and reached this canp. The regiment
doubtleas have left several deyond our 1;nes of whoa I, as yet,
know not. This morning I buried R. J. Eskridge of Capt. Jones
Co. ‘He dled from pneumonia., Qur sick were brought with us.
Generel.y they are doing as well as could be expeoctecd. This
movenent backrard has added a goodly nuzmber to our regiment,
wvho had texen up good winter quarters amchg the generous people
0f Tenn. Some of therm seem much apler for duty than those wnho
have been tolling all trough the campalgn. Even misfortune has
its blessings. W%e are now much stronger than ever before since
first landing in Ky. I recognlze within & few days Dany & new
face, but the "star® indiocstes that they are Texas Rangers.

The Federals are in Kashvilie and we are not there. That's
gbout as much as we know now, To-day, we are here, to-morrow

we may be some where elge and that 1s about all we know about



it. How many troops we have, where we are golng, &re things,
which we know not and if did, it would not be politic to say

80 Just now. OQur Genersld are wise men and we will trust

thelir direction. A short tiae will deocide our ocurse,
Tennegegsee sesms for the present lost to our Confederacy. Wwe
have asen nelither newspapers or telegraph news for over two
veeka, ¥We are sntlirely ignorant of the doingse of the outside
world. Cewp rumors abound. Thelr name is 1egion."?e believe
nothing., It 18 & most uncertain and perplexing condition. ve
got a few letters here which where brought down from Bowling
Green and Nashville. ©But three or four wagon locads of nail
were started to Chatanooge on Saturdsy and loat in the river
three miles from here. All the rest i1s gone from us. A net
-0f misfortunes seem %o surround our aray here. It cannot
alwvays be 8o, V¥eeping way endure for the night, but joy cometh
in the morning. We will by and by retrace our eteps along this
magnificent reglon. It has fared off and 1s now oclear and
apring-like. 6Should 1 ascertein that my two letters are drowned
in "Stones" river, I will try and give you some of the items of
oﬁr trip from QGreen river,

%e have no mails as yet, owing to the accident on the
Chatancoga road on saturday. Lieut. Col. Johnston of Arkansas
wﬁa killed and others wounded. They were transporting troops.
Having nelther envelopes or wafers 1 will send this in the o0ld
style.

In hagte Yours R. P, B.

SAN ANTONIO HERALD, March 22, 1862.



MANUSCRipT =
SECTion  AC. NO. 511
LETTER FROM THE RANGENS.

Rangers! Camp, near iurfreesporo', Tean., )
reoruary 2otn, 1isol. )

E. H, Cusning, Eeq.--iy Dear 3ir:--Jur Xentucky campaign,
wltn a«ll 1Us Lz0Ors, sulrsrings and a2acririces Or orave men,
is felrly "pisyea Out,* Suudny moraing, Lhe Yyia of Feoruary,
founda tnis regisent and "ldorgan's Squxarou™ the only remaining
trocps along the Green river iine. I[In obedience to orders,
we struck tent and fell bsck eight milesa to 'Drlpping Spriugs.
Hese we fouud our vess cxmping ground--witln aotuudance of wood,
& pure aepring bolilng out from the rocks, and the encsmpmnent
laying in the fora of a crescent upon the hill-aide. 3ut all
things are short-iived in war. On Tueaday night, at 10 o'oclock
orders were isgued for ten daya' rations %o be prepared, and
for tahe comm&nd to. be ready to merch by day-iight. Soon the
slumbering caap fires blazed brightly, &nd with shouts and
cerry sohzs toe culinary dspartzent was 1o full operation,
Thal night the Hanger drecmt 0f aome rorvward movezent and he
xet the enemy in rancy upon tae tliela of oconrliet. Long before
day, that hiil adde was all astir with preparations, and early
all were mounted and ready for duty. The mystery was to aone
extent golved, Ma). Harrison, sith about one half the command,
proceeded on a scout towarda Green River, and the remainder
sccompanied by Col. ®harton, fell back in the rear of Hindman's
divialon towar&s Bowling green, Painful rumors hasd reached us

froz that quarter, but, like Thomas, we were disbelleving.



Onsard the slow train of wagona &nd infantry moves and we fol-
low, =whea nearing EBowlling Green the reallty orowxded upon our
view, Along the banx of Zarren river for one and a half miles,
wiers we bad left & perfsct city of white tents, ncuzght was
rezaining but chimneys and gtrawx and broxen camp stuff. Far as
tae eye could trace o'er thoge valisys and hills, all had dis-
apcesred llke the asnow before an April's sun. We could only
note where they hsd buen pltched, by the flames or black clouds
of amoke which were roliing up froxm their ruins. %e now felt
that rumor has proven & reality--BSowiing Green 1a being evacu-
ated. Slowly our columna wound around those ridzes ana down
the side of Bsxer's Hill and over the wooden bridge. It loocked
pore like a funersl train than & marca of gallant goldlers with
thelr weapons of war. %e saw, 1n different directiona, long
lines of soldlera moving asmay as -though some danger was impend-
ing. OCur reglizent was assigned & csmp ground ne&ar by where the
chivalric and lamented Terry first pitched tent., %e then
learned thst on Sunday morning, the 9th, they had commenced
dligmounting the guns, snd ever since had been shipping cannon,
enzunitlion, provisiona and men to Fort Lonelson, Nsshville, &o.
Hindman's division was to form the rear in what was now a

grand retreat, Thursday night was one of those genuine winter
nights, which freeze out & man's patriotiasm. It rained, and
blew, and froze, and then orow¥ned &ll by sleecting and snowing,

To thoae whoae tents had caved in under the preasure of the



storn, the m=orning sun waa cheering as they orawled out from
under the frozen canvas. Thls was our time for departure;

but oraers came for ug %o be in resdiness only. Then about

9 ofgloecx, Ylomd up, saadie up,* was ideued froa nead-quarters.
Soon the wkgons were in motion upon the frozen road. #hen
they had Zone aboutl hulf a aille, and had rezched the fair
grounds on the west s8i1de of the city, ths blg muaic'ccmmanced.
It was Yankee Docdle 1ln earnest, with lcud and deeply cheering
varisations. ¢The enemy nad gtolen a march upon ug, His artil-
lery and some cavairy and iafantry had driven in fcur of Col.
¥irt Adems' gavalry plckets &across the river, and sbout 10
Gfclock A. . he waus in positicn upon Beker's Eill, in our own
- fortirficatlion, end hiaz batteries were throwing sneil ints the
city. - Tnia was our first intimation that he was anywheré neear
u3. 1% may Aave been knowsn O Genersls Hurdee and [ilndman that
G@en, Hoﬁaae&u %88 advancing; out if so, tne} were Desutifulily
sursrised. Thla atiaci glves us snotiaer llilustratlion of the
enexy with snom we ure fignting. tiers is a ol%y well nigh
evacuated Dy sgoldiers, but fiiled with woaen and ohlldren in
their quletl aone. They are groused to & aense of thelr danger
by the sound of cannon end the wnizzing and burating of bombs
over their heads. They enquire what it 13, and the answer
passea from 1llp to 11p, ®the enemy 18 shelling the olty.* 1
waa on the public asquare wihea the first shsll fell nesr the
depot. Such consternation, ocnfusion and alarm I have never

before witnesgsed. Homes were faat deserted--wozen wers geek-



ing the flelds with their 1little ones clinging to them, or
vadlng through the frozen anow. Some tyox possessicn of
carrleges, some of wesondg, others mounted on horseback, and
tiie hurrying, living astresaa of frightened huzanity rolied
<n the directlicon of Vinegar Hill, then cver it, and south-
*ara towards *Lixle.”

In the meanwnile, the shells fel. thick and fact
&round the depot., Our wagons first nassed by 1t uninjured.
Then the newse Rad reached ths Ranger's caap, andlgallantly
aid tkhey ride by the place of danger, &nd although for near
half a mile the shelis fell cn every slde, yet nelither man
nor horse wae hlt Sr injured. Fortunately tae gunas ranged
over thelir heszds. Halting_in the hQuare, they Erepatred for
& fignt. But the enemy could not e goﬁ-ht, the bridges
rere elther blziwn up cr burned, end the river couid nst
there be forded. They ned cannon, &nd osuld shell us., Al
our cenncn were thirty mlies below, &nd our guns could not
Tcaoh thea., There they were befsore our eyes, ranged in
I'Ow8 upon our new, complete fortification, and polinting
their canncn upon usa. It was provoking, but &n errsngenent,
not our own; hence we were hot respcnusicle for 1t, and re-
Treated cut of the clty &s gracefully as the case would
adnit of. The infantry, tears, and frightcned civiliana
had about all passed on, and we brougnt up the rear. The

cavalry, some 1500 in number, £ll formed on the south silae



of Vinegar LHill and there rem&ined $41. sbout 4 P. %. 18
the meantize, Ca&pt. King, with hlas company, were detalled

Lo go back and burn the depot and &ll the pgoocds, s8lores and
soldlers! ptuff guthered about 1%, and the quantity wes
iomense, Sone flred the Falr grouads, with 50,0C0 bushels
of corn, otuners the pork-iouse, witn 250,000 pcunds of meet,
otaers returaed to camp &nd gathered up suadales, tgnts, &0.,
that were left, and they were conuumea, Logether with & house
in town where cur tnings had been stored. Thls wus Lo pre-
vent thelir felling into the hsnds of the enemy. He will get
nothing beicnging to the Kangers &s & reilc. Thls wes the
caly buriing dcne by miilitary autoority. 7Fine hnouses were
thot xcerilng burning all arocund the'oity, but that =ea doné”
by the cltizéna.- Two nlghte before a colvizen had fired hla |
C%n gambilng acuseé on the aquare &nd «ocut half tne narta |
sldc wace daatrcyed; Had 1t not been through the efforts 6f
the cfficers and goldiers there, the greater pert of the
place wou.id Dave been destroyed The Unlon and Southern men
themselves are responsible for the burning. The evacuation
being couplete—uave aome forty sick left in the hoaepltal,
%ita a phyeliclan,~—we comaenoed our long retrestl, As ususl,
tae Rangers wzero sssigned the post of duanger and of hohor.
Of all thc cavalry present, they were assigned, cduring this
and the next day, both the sdvance &and rear guard. Great

epyrehension was felt lest we should be 1ntardapted &t



several polnts and out off, Hence greatl vigllance s&s
necessary. It was now stinging cold, &and foliowling the
infantry was & tedlous bucsinesa. About 1o =iles beiow 3. .
#e¢ hallsd fOor the night, Helther wagonas unloaded or tents
eregted--Loth £00d #nd biunkets were Joaros. Stald from
40 9'¢digcs t1ll near day, and we were on tue march again., It
vxag & trying night. davinzZ dlspalcaed messeagers To the
troops and artilierv below us, they h&ad halted near rrankiin,
Kentuciy, and were butler prepared for an attacs., Cn 3Satur-
day the ratrg&t wig continued, the weutiner Deing quite mild,
Before aignt the satire force camped below Altonelviile,
Tenncsuee, 1a Capap Trousdale, adjoining, wnere thers xere
go0d winter guarters. Sunday morning, Defore day, alli wes in
motion agelin. Oyr boys remalined behlnd herv, as at Frankiin,
to protect the shipmeat of acldiers on tane railrsad, &nd
sunitions, &nd bring up the wagons. The asin body, of the
now greatiy ilncreased command, stopred ten miles from Hash-
vil.e, to feed, about & P, H,; but, alter cark, Cock up the
line of marecn in extra "doubie quick,* in order to get over
the bridges at Sashviile that nigng.

About 1l o'clock the wagon traln sas within two miles
of the river, but the road was perfectly Jjummed, This caused
& hslt, &nd a oovement only by Jerks., The main body of our
reginent had besn detulned at Xitchelville, guarcing the pro-
perty, until & ofclock, and then lcped into Kasghvillie, esoze

ko miles, by 12 o'olock. Pasaing by the wagons, and over the



bridge, they turned into the wkurfreeshoro! pike and ceme out
four miles before an unococupled apot oouid de found. Here,
about 1 ofcloock A. id., »e 2ad the aatlsfsction of turning in-
o a fls8ld,. and put uo for the night, cupporices and tentless,
in a peliting rain. The regona zot oaver zbout & A, 2, e nsd,
providentizl.y, been Jreserved Iron en attack of tuie eneuy

'on Jur retreut from socwilng Green, aouotiess, tarsugh our
victoriss, up to Cgturdey night, et fort oonelson. gggg ve
fell we wel's sale cnce uwore. But lmagine our dlseppo.ntment
waen we were toid tact Fort Donelaon had been surrendered,

&nd on 3unday, that the authoritiss of iasaville had for-
uelis surrsodered the city, bscause it ocouid ndt be heid Dy
Qul &ruy., It gesmed like a dream, the tldings were 80 unex-
peated, 8o numiilating and so mournfully sgad thut w8 ocould
not reallze tae truth. zZulbl pelnfully dld »e feel 1¢, when

3¢ learned tnat the =m1livtary storea were to be divided amang
tha asoldlers, znd the provisions amon, the people on thaet morn-
Inz., It wnas sxpected the gunboatas of the enexzy wou.d De up the
river every hour, to tase foramal poasessicn of that beautlrful,
sealtay, hosplluble and gueenly Southicrn olty. The aoldlers
had found amdng her genserous and noble pedople a home in sick-
ness-thelr houses had been opsned, thelr time had been devoted
%o us, thelr monsy had deen frsely spent for our coafort--
Nuever were a pedple more devoted %o a wors of philanthrepy,

and now, when tae hour comes for us to repay them by proteoct-



ing thelr homes und femilies, we must turn our back upon thems
and leaie them a prey to our and thel:r enemlies. Thut day the
slreets J2f Nashville wore a peculiar aspireuarance. They were
crowdGed wlihh anxidus people of every xind--every one driving
hls o=n dAlreotisn, after blas Oown business. Uome preparing to
flec, sdme looking out for plunder--for ycu will find vuitures
of hu=zanity everyuhele, ea3peclally in the track o: an army,
wnilat others were pregaring to settie domn and meke the nost
of 1t, end deep &nxlety was pletursd ¢cn thel>r facea. The
atores were¢ &li closed, ana the darkened windowe seemed to
indicete thut the black wing ©f pestlilence had been Bpread over

those once sunny end Joyous humes--{or sadness &nd desdlation

-braoded everyrnere. Just like thet :arning when the first

born of Sgypt's household's were found Gsad and every family
hed its own cruaalag grief, so thla.é;aﬁdy and gloomy day
dawned vupcn Nasnviiie, and in every Iouthoern home there wers
Ditter tears and farewells, when one and ancther of thoase
cnsrished circles rléd for 2efety. tTher: was veeping for
those whose principles ccapelled then to abanden Hielr
bualness &nd hcme, znd for ﬁhose, too, who must remaln smid
the enemy. ' '

1 have seen gorrow defore--Zrivutse and publle cslamity,

but never hove 1 witna=zced such a scene aa the gvscusticn g;
lissnviile. God forbld that I ougt ever see 1t re-eanacted

sgein in any otaer olty, As the Rangers rode out to their



camp, groups of lovely and beautiful women--those wias had
ninlatered 0 our auffering soldlera when wastling away under
cruel disease, and who had by thelr solicitude and kind
attentions manifcsted a mothers and alsters devoled love--
vere ge&thered in ths doors of those princely mansions, and
with waving hankercnlefs and flowlng tears, bld us silent
farewells. Couetimes an elegant table waa spread for the
bungry soldier as the laat act of kindneas they oould show
us. During ail that day, Hashvilie wus 1ln a dreadful state
of auspense., DLoubtlesa some oraven 8pirits were¢ found secret-
ly rejolcing over her humiiiation, but the majority were
indeed passing through the furaace of trial.

donday night we cémped 3 miles this side of llashvillis—
noving at four that day--and on Tuesgday morning we were early
lceded up reedy to Join in the general retreut. The pike wﬁa
one moving mass for miles. We Jjogged along until Thursday,
wnen the wagona reached this place and we plitched our tents
for a brief stay. On the same mcrning, Col. %harton with all
the Rengers who could be spared, with two days rations re-
ported to Haanville, thence they sere aent to Charlotte %o
proteot tue wagons, and soldiers who were straggling 1in rfom
Donelaon. Inatead of two, they were out alx days on the socout,
and returned here via Franklin, Tenn. It was & trip of extrenme
exposure and hard service. 7The Federals 4d1d not venture to

ocoupy Kaanville until geven days after it had been surrendered



to thea. They doubtlsse suspecoted 1% & trap for them. This
gave us time %0 get uway the most of our atores. bBut there
has been an inmzense loss of proviaslon and munitions of war
and olothing, in evaocuating Bowiing Green and Nashville.
Thinga which we oan 1l.y spe&re, There will yet be many a
hungzry man before many weeks roll dy. OQur retreat has been
most disastrous. The solidiers are dishezrtened. The people
are despondent, The Zentucky provisional governuent has
fairly *"gone up the spout*—— 1T was only & farce at best, and
intensely unpopular wita the paoble of Southern Xentuczy.
I%s usurpaticns and high sounding pronunciamentoes did our
cause "evlil, and only evil continually" with the people dis-
prosed to be with us. But our aefereat atroke 1a_tha evacua-
tion of Nashviile, and this garden spot of the 3tate. uay
God overrule it for our good and the good of our Zlorious
cause. It 13 but temporary. Wwith thelr gunboats on our
rivers, they cen taka cur fortas. Clcaely after these folliow
thelr transporta with inmaense numbera of trocops. Thus they
can overshelx us with nuabers in theae wmater positions. JFe
must therefore wilhdraw from the water, reorganize our &rmy,
&nd get fresh troops from the South. Then bring them out
upon the land, meet and wnlp thea. e are retreating now.
It 18 & mllitary necessity and polloy. Butb our aray will
bye and by come back over thia ground like a mighty flood.

in iantuckj ¥e weres among sples and enemles--here they will



ce among Southern »ecnle, and when the tide turas, wo!l e
unto their army., There has been much gsonfuaion amonzg our
troopa. They were unwilling to fall beck. 3But being socn-
centrated nere a few days, thsey are nory moving soutaward.
in & fev days all will be gone. Our deatliay, our nuuders,
and wh&at we 1lntend dolng, you wlll %now in Zue aesascn.

3ince our arrival at Nesaville we have had the 3cst
dreadful rains znown for &0 jears past. Great dansge hsg
becn done To bridges, ralilroads, &o. 3utl it seexma fadling
now. These have been sad £nd dreary days to us &ll, 7e
hove seen no pspers for 13 daya, and are in cerfect ignor-
ance 3f the outaside sorld. ¥e &dbound in ruaocrs. But ze
believe a2talng untlil oonfirmed. Kothing has been con-
firmed as yet, only that we sre still retreating. we got
to Bowliang Greea Just in tize to find the post-sffice re-
moved to Nashvllle, and on arrival there, 1t had bsen sent
to talis place, and ncw, after getting a2 few letteors, 1t has
gons tc Chattanocga., wWith gosd luck we willl doubtless over-
take 1t bDye &nd by. All 2ella ere stopped in thease regions,
our hope i1s to find & passenger bound to "Dlxie" and send
cur lettera to0 be malled there,

Qur present position is a betwixlfy and a beteeenity--
‘we are in a State neitaer fully Confederate or Federal, n;r
yet can wve rejclce in enything *provisicnal® of elither kind.

We may soon be llke Coi. Batea, of the Gleyson dlatrict,
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mexberr Of the Provisional Agesembly of Zentucky, with carpet-
sack in hand, he was reoently seen walking the streets of

50wlling ureen, enguiring for the Provisisnai Governient of

fentuciy. 3Some of us @zy adon be searciing 1n valn for "Dixier,
up» this way, without even a carpet-bag lert ua. B3uL, amid ail
our adveralty, our regiment haa gained a gocdly number of men,
who were 121d up in snug quarters for the winter. For all thet
1 can see, many of them are the healthleat looking men &mong us,.
¥hen we were in Bowling ureen a nuaber could not stand the trip
on horsebaci, but must be hauled into towrn and sent by cara teo
Heshville. But 1T only required a few rounda of cannon %o
wonderfully aﬁrengthen the=, and the medicine aoted lixe a
chare, They mounted and rode with us all ths way, They have
been convaleselng remerkably fast all over the country, aa the
Yenkee o08valry were nearing thea, and Joln us at every »oint,
Eow tne cry la, more men then we ocan mount. OJur reglzeant is
fuller than I have ever seen i1t within four aonths. 7%e hauled
our siok genersily with us. The poor fellows suffered very
gmuch on the weary march.

31x zere left scattered through tne territory new occu-
pled by the Federals. They will doubtleas be made prisoners
when convaiesolng. But several will probably dle. ¥e have
lost but two yet reported asince our retreat, viz: J. F.
Stansbury, of ickay's company, who died near here, &nd R. J.

Eekridge, of Jonea's coampany, who dled hers. To-morrow, Drs.
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Rodgers, Potts and myaelf start in charge of about 30, who
are unable for our next maroh--none seriously sick—ror
Atlanta, Ga. 17Thls will leave ua over 700 effective nen.
Thug we are well reprsesented in our time of need. Should
our gellent Colonel De permitted to lead the boys lnto a
butltle, they will sustain the Texas Ranger's fame.

I have written thus fully becsuuse we nave not had an
opportunity of sgending letters home recently, and may'nat
agaln for same tinme. Our present ocndition is moot gatie-
fagtory. With the prasyer and hope thst oy next may be
written under oirocumstences more propritisus--when the star
of our Confederacy may rise bright and clear above tha olouds
which now surround her, I remain fraternally, yours,

B. F. BURTING.

Chaplain Texes Renzers.
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