William Shepard was born December 1, 1737 and died November, 1817. The eighty years of his life included the times of all the wars with the French and Indians, beginning with King George's war and ending with the capture of Quebec and the conquest of Canada. These eighty years also included the time of the War for Independence and the War of 1812. Under the Generals Abercrombie and Amherst, he was promoted from the ranks, through successive grades, and remained with the army until the conquest of Canada established British supremacy in North America in 1762. He then returned to Westfield, Massachusetts, married, hung up his sword and put his hand to the plough, hoping to enjoy the peace of a farmer's life. 
During the siege of Boston in 1775, he was made colonel. He was appointed to protect the retreat from Long Island, during which his neck was pierced by a ball. He was borne from the field. While the surgeons were probing for the ball his consciousness returned. "Bring me a canteen," said he. Finding that he could drink, and that the organs of his throat were not severed, he said to the surgeon: "It is all right, doctor! Stick on a plaster and tie on my cravat, for I am going out again." Out he went into the battle. This was but one of the twenty-two battles that tested his valor and proved that the commission of general was justly and wisely given him.

When the war was ended, he was chosen state representative, senator and councilor. During the January 1787 defense of Springfield Arsenal, he commanded the 4th Division of the state militia, successfully warding off the attempted seizure of the arsenal by Shays’s rebels. He was three times elected representative to congress. The governor of Massachusetts appointed him to treat with the Indians of Penobscot. The United States government appointed him to treat with the Six Nations. He served in many town offices and was deacon of the church for twenty-four years. He was a large, well-formed man, six feet in height, compactly built, not corpulent, and weighing something more than two hundred pounds. His personal appearance was impressive. 
[1] The inventory of his real and personal estate as reported by his executors was $289, as proved by the researches of J. D. Bartlett.
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