William Irvine to Gustavus de Rosenthal, Sept. 1st, 1787

My Dear Sir(1) New York, Sept. 1. 1787.
Your letter of the 23d of October, 1785, came to hand only a few weeks ago, and it is the only one since that from Hamburg. ….

At Boston last winter there were violent commotions, indeed even rebellion, which you have doubtless heard not a little of. There was at one time 7000 insurgents embodied in the depth of winter under a certain Shay---;they had a long string of grievances, among these, oppression of lawyers, Speculators, tax-gatherers, &c. &c. 
But the militia were, after many talks, town-meetings, & consultations, turned out, & headed chiefly by old Continental officers---;among the most conspicuous of these were old Lincoln, Shepherd, & Brooks. There was considerable marching and manoeuvering for two weeks, but the insurgents, at last suffered themselves to be surprized & totally routed---;since which every thing has been perfectly quiet. This was really an exertion of military, against their brethren too, that few people here had an idea of---;and in Europe I dare say, it will be deemed absolutely false. But I assure you it is well authenticated that the Militia under Genl. Lincoln marched thirty miles in nine hours in the night in a severe snow storm---;when many were actually frozen---;& without refreshment rushed on the insurgents with bayonets. It is true, there was little opposition; but I believe it is no less true, that not many militia under similar circumstances, would even make the attempt. 

. . .. The new Constitution will meet some opposition, but I expect it will work its way in a few months---;it will require years to feel the benefit. You find by the report of the Committee of the Ohio Company, that I could not well throw your property into better hands. You will have a City & out-lot. In haste, W.I.
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