William Grayson to James Monroe, Nov. 22nd, 1786

Dear Sir N York Novr. 22nd. 1786.
I have recieved your favors, for which I am very much obliged to you. I am sorry to inform you I have continued ill ever since you left me in Philada. & I cannot say I am much better at this time. I look forward to a regular fit of the gout as an event greatly to be wished for.
We have no news here; Congress have not yet elected a President owing to their being too few States on the floor. Mr. Nash of N. Carolina, who lies dangerously ill, is talked of generally, & nothing but his death or extreme ill health will I am perswaded prevent his election.
Colo. Lee has heard of his being left out of the delegation and is far from being pleased at the circumstance. I own I am surprised at R. H. Lee's being continued when he did not serve a day last year. Had Colo. Lee been continued instead of him, all would have been right: he is preparing to return to Virginia. I wish that R. H. Lee may resign, and he be elected in his room.(1)
The disturbances in Massachusetz bay have been considerable, and absolutely threaten the most serious consequences. It is supposed the insurgents are encouraged by emissaries of a certain Nation, & that Vermont is in the association: how it will end God only knows, the present prospects are no doubt extremely alarming.(2)
I wish to know when Mr. Jones and Maddisson mean to come forward. It will be necessary for one to set out soon, as my attendance in Congress will be extremely precarious; of course the State will in all probability be often unrepresented untill one of them appears.
Mr. Kortright has got quite well; and so is all the family: they are uneasy at not having letters lately from you and Mrs. Monroe. I believe they have not heard yet from the Captain.
The Massachusetz delegation have been much more friendly I have understood since the late insurrection in their State: they look upon the foederal assistance as a matter of the greatest importance of course they wish for a continuance of the Confederation.Their General Court is now a sitting, but I believe are fearful of taking any vigorous steps against the insurgents.
Mr. King sets out from this next week to meet the N. York and the other of the Massachusetz Commrs. to effect a compromise respecting the latter agt. the former: it seems they have got unlimited powers on both sides.(3)
I remain wth. great sincty., Yr. Affect. frd. and Most Obed serv.,
Willm. Grayson.

N.B. The Spanish treaty is at fault. Mr. Rendon is going to Spain immedy.---;his business unknown. It is sd. that Spain & G.B. have concluded a commercial treaty.

RC (DLC: Monroe Papers).
1 See Henry Lee to Richard Bland Lee, November 11, note 2.
2 See Henry Lee to George Washington, November 11, note 2.
3 See the following entry.
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